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006 annual survey of TBC churches shows • Increases 
sptlst and Reflector 

RENTWOOD - Data coliected 
churches in the Tennessee Hap

Convention for 2006 has been 
r---• :c;a.,~ . ... by technology services of the 

Reports also appear on page 4. 
uJuJJu Smith, technology servic-

l&Dlag~~r for the TBC, explained that 
... ""' first time data collected for the 

ual Church Profile (ACP) of the 
·ho1on Baptist Convention was col

with TeD (Tennessee electronie . 
ll:&Ui~::st:) . TeD is a web based applica-. 

currently in use in 10 state con
uoJas allowing for churches and/or 
ociations to directly enter their sta- . 
cal and leadership information into 
databas.e. 
ith the hard work of the associa

al offices, the ministry assistants, 
the directors of missions from 

e offices, we have been able to col
this information for use at all lev

(){Baptist life, including consulting 
churches and pastors, planning 

future for church planting, design
new ministries, evaluating the 

of current ministries, and on 
on," said Smith .. 

information will be used by the 
~iatlion's, by the state convention, 

and technology services has already 
passed the information on to LifeWay 
Christian Resources, Nashville, for the 
l"eporting of the SBC Executive Com
mittee. 

"The Annual Church Profile is truly 
a work of cooperation among Southern 
Baptists," said Smith. 

Although fewer churches reported 
this year than last year, totals are 
stronger across all areas of IIlip.istry, 
a<hled Smith. 

"Tllis fact is good news! Our thanks 
to all of the churches that took the time 
to gather the requested data and 
report to us. Our corporate evaluation 
of our combined efforts to rea<;h Ten
nessee for Jesus Christ is only as effec
tive as the data provided to us by our 
churches," stated Smith. 

Churches may report any; 12 month 
period desigDated by the churc'h as 
long as the reporting t?me remains con
sistent. It is not necessary to w~t until 
the end of a fiscal or calendar year tq. 
collect totals, he said. 

TBC leaders comment 
James Porch, ~xecutive director of 

th e TBC said, "The statistics accompa
nying this article all repz:esent people 
or relate to people. As I review the 
numbers, I look beyond and see or visu-

Budget planning process begins 

ACP Comparison Totals - 2006 vs. 2005 

2005-2006 2004-2005 Difference 
% 

Difference 

Total Members 1 '124,683 1 '1 00,714 23,969 2.2 % 

Resident Members 830,235 785,318 44,917 5.7 % 
-
Baptisms 25,641 24,728 913 3.7 % 

SS Enrollment 547,770 537,663 '10,107 1.9 % 

SS Average Attendance 286,684 285,702 982 0.3 % 

DT Enrollment 126,146 125,009 1 '137 0.9 % 

Music Enrollment 119,807 119,596 211 0.2% 

WMU Enrollment 61,293 58,302 2,991 5.1 % 

Men's'Ministry Enrollment 32,971 30,782 2,189 7.1 % 

CP Gifts $35,876,908 $35 '621 '694 $255,214 0.7 % 

Undeslgnated Gifts $559,552,494 $516,137,176 $43,415,318 8.4 % 

Designated Gifts $160,963,683 $148,398,633 $12,565,050 8.5% 

2006 2005 

# of Ch~,Jrches Reporting (reported on at least 1 item on ACP) 2,632 2,751 

alize faces - adults and children, men 
and women, boys and girls - all pre-
cious to the Father's kingdom. _ 

"Yes, I need numbers for a summary 
but if I los~ sight of the folks, I sacrifice 
God's view for my limited sight.· The 
gospel, ministry and mission, empow-

ered by the Father's presence is all 
about people. To God be the glory," stat
ed Porch. 

Larry Gilmore, s tate director of 
evangelism, said, "We are always 
please'd to se~ an increase in baptisms 
-See 2006 annual , page 9 
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Bivocationaf pastors, 
wives worlc togetlter 
Editor's Note: This article is the ing God's call, added Haynes. 
first of two which will feature Rhonda . accepted David's 
bivocational ministry in the Ten- call to the ministry and made 
nessee Baptist Convention. the changes though she had 
Those featured were attending never considered being a pas
the recent 2007 Bivocational tor's wife. "It turned our life 
Ministers & Wives Retreat. 

By Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

upside down," she recalled. 
Later he was called to Lake 

Drive Baptist Church, Sale 
Greek. A couple of year s ago 
the church wanted to call rum 
full-time, so David left his job 
at the newspaper and his wife, 
Rhonda, took a job at 'rl1£ Her
ald N ews to supplement their 
insurance benefi ts and income. 
She was a homemaker al the 
time. 

Leadels of the seven Tennessee Baptist Convention entities which receive Cooperative Program 
funding met for a retreat at Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center March 22 to begin 2007-08 
~planning process. The leaders met with the Budget & Ministry-Committee of the TBC Execu
ff\1'8 Board to share thoughts_ related to the budget process. 'The meeting met and exceeded all my 
9Xpeetations for this retreat.· said Mickey Basham, chairman of the Budget & Ministry Committee. 

PIGEON FORGE - When 
David Haynes was called to 
serve Cranmcre Cove Baptist 
Church, Dayton. he and his 
wife, Rhonda:~ were living in the 
Chattanooga area and h e was 
working in advertising for the 
Chattanooga Times Free Press. 

Haynes was in his 40s when 
he was called into the ministry. 
Though he had worked at the 
newspaper for 12 years. he quit 
and moved to a job in advertis
ing at The Herold News in Day
ton. 

They are glad they made the 
adjustments to their lives, said 
the Hayneses. The Lake Drive 
congregation has grown and 
been '"very good to us. Actually 
the Lord~s taken care of u~ met 
our needs," said David. to • "The ideas and concepts shared hold great promise in bringing us together as a Tennessee Baptist 

~ family in making the budget process equitable: he added. From left are, front row. David Docke~ 
~; Union University; Bryant Millsaps, Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes; Kenny Cooper, Tennessee 

Baptist Adult Homes; Mickey Basham, pastor, Eastanallee Baptist Churoh, Riceville: back row, Jim 
Netherton. Ca~ College; James Porch. Executive Board; Bo Childs, Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation; Walter Grubb. Harrison-chilhowee Baptist Academy; and Jerry Massey. pastor. First 
Baptist Church. Paris, and president of the TBC Executive Board. - Photo by Lonnie Wilkey 

• 

He and Rhonda accepted a 
cut in salary, said Haynes. 
They left a lot of friends. He 
struggled for a while with lone
liness before adjusting, he 
described. But he was follow-

He was a self-sufficient kind 
of guy, be explained, before he 
was ca1led to the ministry. Since 
then he bas learned to "'depend 
toi.ally on the Lord, which did 
not come natuTally to me." 
- See BivocationaJ page 3 

• 
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Campbell County 
DOM to assist 

• • state comm•ss1on 
Baptist and Reflector 

LAFOLLETIE Glen 
Petree, director of missions, 
Campbell County Baptist Asso
ciation, based here, has been 
named East Tennessee repre
sentative for the Tennessee 
Commission on Aging and Dis
ability. 

He will represent 16 coun
ties on the commission. Petree 
also is a member of the Office 
on Aging for East Tennessee for 
the state. He has been a mem
ber for 12 
years. Petree 
explained he 
became 
involved with 
aging and dis
ability by 
serving on the 
board of a 
local senior cit-
izens center. 

PETREE 

For many years he has encour
aged churches to become more 
involved with senior citizens 
centers and the people helped 
there. 

Petree also encourages 
churches to consider opening 
adult day care centers, because 
they would be "faith-based," he 
explained, and provide for the 

n o t io n al I state news 

aging population. Adult day care 
centers, Petree added, can qualify 
through the state to receive 
medicare/medicaid reimburse
ments. For more information, 
contact Petree at (423) 562-5213 
or ccba@campbellcounty.com. a 

Proctor & Gamble 
wins $ I 9 million 
rumor lawsuit 
Associated Baptist Press 

SALT LAKE CITY - . For 
those who needed any more 
reasons to discount the 
decades-old rumor that .one of 
America's largest and oldest 
consumer-products companies 
was in league with Satan, a fed
eral jury recently provided 
about 19 million of them. 

The Procter and Gamble Co. 
announced March 19 a jury had 
awarded it $19.25 million in 
damages, after a trial in the Utah 
Federal District Court. The jury 
entered the judgment against 
distributors for the Amway 
Corp., another household-prod
ucts firm that competes with 
Procter and Gamble, for spread
ing the rumors about satanic 
affiliations with the company. 

The case began in 1995, 
when four Amway distributors 
circulated a message ~a a com

some profits to the Church of 
Satan. Although they s~n 
retracted the rumor, the mes
sages made their way to hun
dreds of Amway clients - and, 
eventually, to Procter and Gam
ble attorneys. 

The Cincinnati-based compa~ 
ny- makers of Ivory soap, Tide 
laundry detergent, and a host of 
other household products -
sued the distrib\}tors and 
Amway. While Amway success
fully argued it had acted quick
ly to quash the rumors, the jury 
found they had, nonetheless, 
likely cost Procter and Gamble 
millions in lost sales. 

It's not the first · time the 
company has gone to court to 
defend itself against devilish 
rumors. 

Since at least the early 1980s, 
stories have spread about Proc
ter and Gamble's association 
with Satanism. Many focused on 
the company's logo, which fea
tures a crescent man.:in-the
moon image, facing leftward over 
a field of 13 stars against the 
night sky. According· to the web 
site snopes.com, which debunks 
urban legends, some Christians 
have discerned allusions to the 
number 666 in the curlicues of 
the moon-man's beard, as well as 
in the star pattern. The number 
is mentioned in Revelation as 
that of the "Mark of the Beast." 

pany voicemail system about - The company filed similar 
Procter and Gamble donating lawsuits - some of which also 

were against Amw·ay d 
tors- in the 1980s. 

According to snopea.c 
rumor re-appeared in t 
1990s in a diff~rent foro 
ing that Procter and G 
CEO had appeared on 
show and mentioned t 
company contributed 
Church of Satan. 

The company has 
pages on its web site de' 
debnnki ng the rumor. 0 

Ga. Baptists 
Internet radla 
Baptist Press 

ATLANTA - The 
Baptist Convention will 
24-hour-a-day Internet 
station May 18 at 
gbcradio.net. 

The station's theme 
With Purpose." The pt 
ming will be a blend of fl 
programs, sermons, Ct 
music, and information1 
sages. The station hopes 
a minimum of 5,000 li 
hours per month, accordi 
GBC spokesperson. 

GBC Internet Radio 
supported with a web si 
will contain a program sc 
information about the r 
podcasts of selected pre 
promotional informatio; 
links to the Georgia con, 
web site. CJ 

Me~nphis · church hosts 1MB commissioning serv1 
By Shawn Hendricks 
Baptist Press 

MEMPHIS - International 
Mission Board trustees rejoiced 
here during their March 19-21 
meeting that the 2006 Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering is pro
jected to exceed the goal of $150 
million, which would be a 
record . 

Trustees appointed 49 mis
sionaries, affirmed evidence of 
greater Southern Baptist 
involvement in the West Africa 
region, and heard a challenge to 
embrace change to· reach the 
world's unengaged peoples. 

David Steverson, vice presi
dent of finance and treasurer for 
the International Mission 
Board, reported the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering is projected 
to exceed the $150 million 
national goal for 2006. A final 
report will be released after the 
May 31 close-out date for the 
offering receipts. 

Steverson expressed thanks 
to Southern Baptists for their 
sacrificial giving and growing 
passion for sharing the gospel 
with unreached people groups 
through the offering. 

In 1888, the first offering of 
$3,315.26 funded three mission
aries' work alongside Lottie 
Moon, he recalled. Today, the 
offering - named for Moon -
continues to help send and sup
port missionaries to reach all 
peoples for Christ. 

Trustees appointed 49 new 

missionaries March 21 during a 
service at Kirby Woods Bap
tist Church. The latest addi
tion of missionaries brings the 
total number of overseas person
nel to 5, 160, including more 
than 4,000 long-term missionar
ies. on the field. 

Among those appointed were 
Joel and Charlotte Brandhorst 

I 

of Murfrees-
boro who will 
serve as 
apprentice . . . 
m1ss10nanes 
in South 
America. He 
will work in 
the . area of 
church pl~ting CHARLOTTE 
and evangelism BRANDHORST 
while she will 
serve m com-
munity and 
home out-
reach. 

The couple 
are members 
of First BAp
tist Church, 
Shelbyville. JOEL 

The Brand- BRANDHORST 
horsts, both . 
natives of Texas, have four chil
dren. 

In other business, 1MB per
sonnel committee chairman 
Paul Chitwood said that the ad 
hoc committees revisiting a bap
tism guideline and prayer lan
guage policy for missionary can
didates, both adopted in 
November 2005, had concluded 

their work and reported to the 
Personnel Committee. Their rec
ommendation will be presented 
to the full board in May. 

Progress in W. Africa 
Following a year-long cam

paign to highligh ~ mission 
efforts in West Africa, regional 
associate Roger Haun reported 
how God is moving in the 
reg10n. 

~ 

Through regional mobiliza-
tion summits, stories, and vari
ous promotional materials, the 
region now has 300,000 prayer 
partners. More than 200 church
es attended West Africa sum-- -mits in Florida and ·Missouri. In 
the process, about 20 churches 
adopted people groups. More 
than 120 other churches made 
some type of commitment to 
help the region. 

"The response bas been phe
nomenal," Haun said. "We've 
been very pleased by the num
ber of Southern Baptists who 
have responded. It's been 
beyond our wildest expecta
tions." 

Trustees appointed three 
missionary couples to the region 
during the Memphis meeting. 
By the end of this year, the 
region expects to receive more 
new missionaries than in the 
last three years combined, Haun 
said. 

The region has the world's 
largest number of unreached 
people groups of fewer than 
100,000 people. 1MB personnel 
are giving priority to reaching 

all people groups of 100,0 
more throughout the wor 
therefore, need church p1 
to step up and engage n 
those smaller groupe 
unreached, such as in 
Mrica 

SBC pre~ident speq 
In a meetin,g fillec 

prayer and emotional pl 
a widespread spiritual 
SBC President Fran 
challenged Southern B 
to hone their focus oq 
work with a renewed SE 

urgency. Page said effc 
impact the world for 
Christ are encountering 
ance and spiritual attacJ 

"In our convention [s 
our work we have been fi 
the wrong enemy," h~ 
trustees, referencing Ept 
6. 

"Our struggle is not ' 
flesh and blood." 

A revival, Page conten 
needed among Southerr 
tists to reawaken God's p 

"I'm asking every 
every church, every assoc 
al meeting, every state c 
tion in which I speak f 
with me in begging God 
Holy Spirit movement," 
said. 

"I do believe we an 
crossroads moment, an iJ 
erable moment, and we • 
miss another opportunit 
God is a God of victor: 
wants to see the nationt 
unto Him." 0 
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~ ~ilv:ocaflonal pastors, • WIVeS worlc togetlter ••• 
in Continued from page~ 1 
fo 1 Vod also has led Rhonda to 
td that He was calling her to· be 
I on .asto~s wife. 
~ llavid said he is especially 
led W for the members of 

e Drive who are "very sensi
to meeting Rhonda's needs." 

.. instance, they give the cou
time off to get away from 
e, church, and her job for 

~ciat events. The church 
ll!hfws them to attend the bivo

onal retreat. Though he isn~t 
ivocational pastor anymore, 

d Rhonda still enjoy partie-
. g with the TBC group. 
hurches who better under
d the needs of the pastor's 
will soon realize that the 

tor and his family are more 
tent, said Haynes. 
"We love our church," said 
nda. 
hough they made big 
g~s to their lives, "there 

i . s no doubt that that was 
~ I bt God wanted us to do," said 
) r r .d. 

ther wife is used by God 
ohn Padgett was a l>ivoea
al pastor in the McMinnville 

a for years while working for 
~s+ Car~e! Air Cond~tioning 
1e 1 pora~.x;t- He supphed the 
p~ mbly 1in.e and loaded equip
lti t on trucks and with most of 
:o ' remaining ti.n.~e he -·served 

church and family. 

I 

DAVID AND RHONDA Haynes of Dayton have made several big 
adjustments to their Jives and helped each other find God_'s call on 
their lives together. 

.Afte:r working for Carrier for 
20 years, Padgett became ill at 
age 38. He found out that his 
heart had been attacked by a 
vir<d infection. 

Though he was seriously ill 
and told by doctors he would 
worsen and die o,r require a 
heart transplant, Padgett 
improved and worked for anoth
er 13 years. His doctor encour
aged him, e~laining that a 
drastic change in his busy pace 
probably would be bad for him. 
Padgett recalled tbat he often 
struggled to get up in the morn
ing, but he did. 

Amazingly, Padgett also was 

able to contin~e to serve as pas
tor .of Bethel Hill Baptist 
Church, McMinnville, another 
13 years after he bec~e ill. He 
served the church for a total of 
15 years. Padgett also was pas
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Campaign, for about five years, 
and was an interim pastor of 
several churches. 

He accepted medical disabili
ty in 2004 at age 51. 

The day Padgett and his wife, 
Marie, returned home from a 
do-ctor's appointment in 
Nashville with the news that he 
would have to retire, a message 
was on their recording machine. 

. 

JOHN AND MARIE Padgett still support one another in McMinn
ville where he is active in the association and she works. 

It wa~ from a McMinnville drug 
store asking Marie if she would 
like to work for them. She had
n't worked for 15 years. 

Marie took the job and still 
works there. Her income is very 
necessary to meet their needs, 
explained the Padgetts. Recent
ly John had to have a defibrilla
tor/pacemaker surgically insert
ed for his heart which 
thankfully was covered by 
insurance. 

"The good Lord 'left me here 
for a reason,'' said John. 'The 
Lord blessed me and still is, 
don't get me wrong. The Lord's 
just changing the direction of 
my ministry." 

Padgett leads the disaster 
relief ministry of Central Bap
tist Association, McMinnville, 
and Habitat for Humanity 
work of the association. He 
recently participated in a mis· 
sions effort in Iowa. He also 
still serves occasionally as a 
supply preacher and walks a 
mile and a half each day. 

His experience has been rad
ically life-changing, said John. 
"It's something you wonder 
about, but God is God and you 
can't question it." 

He said Marie is not only 
helping them fmancially, but 
"has always been a faithful pas
tor's wife." 0 

arson•NeVIma;n co111miHee begins search for next president 
r

1
son-NewmaR news office 

ol ~ 

~orl a FFERSON CITY - Car-
1 -Newman College's presi-
m tial search committee con,.. 
ps ed its first meeting March 

David Ogle, chair, presided. 
E committee used the first 

~
ting to discuss organiza
al issues as well as the 
cb process in general. 

k 1 ;~'he committee appointed 
n .xfield Bahner as vice chair, 
on ( ~ Coffey as secretary, and 

1 ~ryl Gray as associate secre-

tro tv. 
r !'We will place great empha-

sis on gathering input from the 
Carson-Newman family in 
helping us develop a candidate 
profile as well as a college pro
file," said Ogle. ''We will use this 
mput in developing a recom
mendation for the board of 
trustees to consider prior to the 
formal announcement of the 
position." 

According to the chair, the 
commit,tee agreed to seek 
in.put from all constituencies 
and is working on designing a 
process to effectively and effi
cien.tly hear from faculty, 
staff, student-s, alumni, and 

the local community. 
"In keeping with many peer 

institutions, the C<?mmittee will 
use a special section on the Col
lege's web site for the distribu
tion and collection of informa
tion rela,ted to the search," 
noted Ogle. 

"We plan to advertise the 
position nationally and also 
will develop a procedure to 
allow for a call for nominations. 
The potential use of consult
~ts was also discussed in aid-
~gin the search process." 

A timeline to implement 
the search process was 

also discuS'sed. 
"We are committed to a 

process which is deliberate, yet 
one which is designed to seek 
out and reveal an outstanding 
candidate pool for Carson-New
man," Ogle said. 

"It will be a process which 
has appropriate regard for pri
vacy of candidate ·names so that 
the committee might attract 
the finest possible candidates." 

Members of the group signed 
an agreement of responsibility 
and confidentiality, pledging to 
protect the committee's integri
ty and work by maintaining 

absolute confidentiality at all 
times during the search process. 

"We will make every effort to 
inform the Carson-Newman 
family of the progress made in 
its search for Carson-Newman's 
next president on a timely 
basis, and we will make regular 
reports on the web site once it's 
established," concluded Ogle. 

Those who wish to corre
spond with the body should 
contact Dr. Kitty Coffey, Secre
tary, Presidential Search Com
mittee, Carson-Newma n Col
lege, P.O. Box 1325, Talbott, TN 
37877. (J 

·~ ::~b'! Hammo"r~ b!!*:~~~ ~~':!~~~?!an~!m"!o~~~h ~r:r!~~!!~~~:. v!,~!w~ond said, "I 
h~ >tist Press trustees after the vote, Ham- a missionary agency in all we search committee after a nine- tried to jump out of the process 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - By 
t tnimous vote, trustees of the 

r-th American Mission Board 
~ ~ted church planting mission
rn, Geoff Hammond as presi

lt of the North American Mis
Cl Board March 21. 
The vote came after trustees 

~ t in executi"t~ session Tues
'• March 20, t~ review Ham

~ 
1 
nd's nomination and interact 

~~ h the candidate and his wife 
l bie. 
·It's a long way from Ogbo-

irf 3ho, Nigeria, to Atlanta, Ga.," 
e II mmond said, referring to his 
ri&.\' th to missionaries in the 

iam nation. "And I am not here 
~ ay because of anything I have 

te. but becau...qe of who He is.,. 

mond outlined his vision for 
NAMB and the need for the 
gospel in North America. 

'1: grew up as a kid looking at 
North America as a place that 
alreacly had the gospel." Ham
mond said. "That was until I 
came here. The longer I am here1 

the more I am convinced that we 
need to see North America as a 
mission field.n 

H ammond is the son and 
grandson of missionaries and 
current ly serves as a NAMB 
church planting missionary 
with the Southern Baptist Con
servatives of Virginia (SBCV) 
convention. He also serves as 
senior associate director of the 
SBCV. 

'1: am a missionary. .. Ham-

do. I want us to be missionary
minded in all we do. I want us to 
think like missionaries. I want 
us t.o have a missionary culture 
in this building. I pray that 
when you walk in this building, 
you will feel like this is a mis
sionary place." 

Hammond joked that when 
he entered the NAMB building 
the day before, he was given a 
temporary name badge. Upon 
entering on Wednesday, he wore 
the missionary badge issued to 
him when he became a NAMB 
missionary several years ago. 

"' know ru be r eceiving a 
new badge soon but if you don~ 
mindj fm going t{) hold on to my 
missionary badge as well'" 

Hammond was recommended 

month search. 
CCWe were so moved by the 

hand of God through the process 
concerning Dr. Hammond that 
we are presenting a recommen
dation to you unanimously as a 
committee - a true unanimous 
recommendation from our com
mittee," Greg Faulls, chairman 
of the president search commit
tee, told fellow trustees. 
~e had no pre-determined 

candidate," Faulls said. UWe 
were looking for someone who 
was not just mission -minded but 
had the mind of a missionary, 
someone who could tb.ink like a 
missiologiat and cou:ld shape 
missions work at NAMB and 
with our state partners." 

In his address to trustees 

several times and God would not 
let m e," Hammond said. "I wa,nt
ed t.o say, 'Here I am Lord., in Vll'
ginia.' I thought, CWe can't leave 
this place, we have a son who's 
going to be a senior next year, 
things are going well with this 
job, this is the best we've ever 
had it!' I thought we had come to 
our last stop when we went to 
Vttginia. 

'"And I remember the day 
when I had to come face to face 
with the fact that 1 was. willing 
to do anything for God except 
one thing. & I bad to say, 'Here 
am l. Send me.' Perhaps that is 
a passage God will use to touch 
you today and to touch Southern 
Baptists," he said referring to 
Isaiah 6. 0 
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Top SO TBC Churches in Total 
Cooperative Giving, 2005-2006 

l"i.......... 1: Re$dent c=~e 1 
YIW\.;U • Mefnbe.rs _ . 

Hendersonvme Arst Bapbst Church. Hendersonville 7 31 S $ 60 7. 81 0 
Clari<sviJie Arst Baptist Church, Clartcsville 4129 S 429,849 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova 22554 $ 338,947 
West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson 2840 S 326,504 
Hennitage Hills Baptist Church, Hermitage 2596 S 302,452 
Silverdale Baptist Chur:ch, Chattanooga 2216 $ 295,222 
Cleveland First Baptist Church, Cleveland 3623 $ 282,881 
Millington Arst Baptist Church, Millington 2802 $ 273,553 
Belle Alre Baptist Chun:h, Murfreesboro 2328 $ 268,931 
Red Bank Baptist Church, Chattanooga 0 $ 261,793 
Grace Baptist Church, Knoxville 3835 S 249,999 
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville 2686 $ 248,900 
Sevierville First Baptist Church, Sevierville 3673 $ 237,000 
Morristown First Baptist Church, Morristown 1499 $ 230,658 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Lebanon 2806 $ 216,426 
Forest Hills Baptist Church, Nashville 2047 $ 207,589 
Cookeville First Baptist Church, Cookeville 1733 $ 199,498 
Tusculum Hills Baptist Church, Nashville 1997 $ 198,497 
Faith Baptist Church, Bartlett 23 19 S 196,983 
Ridgedale Baptist Church, Chattanooga 1536 $ 190,579 
Thompson Station Baptist Church, Thompson Station 2191 $ 190,405 
Dickson First Baptist Church, Dickson 2221 $ 190,310 
Brainerd Baptist Church, Chattanooga 1955 $ 186,741 
Westwood Baptist Church, Cleveland 2072 $ 181,245 
Stevens Street Baptist Church, Cookeville 1952 $ 179,428 
Lexington First Baptist Church, Lexington 1194 $ 177,975 
Lenoir City First Baptist Church, Lenoir City 2 311 $ 177,466 
Humboldt First Baptist Church, Humboldt 1069 $ 17 4,887 
Germantown Baptist Church, Gennantown 6062 $ 17 4, 866 
Alpha Baptist Church, Morristown 1441 $ 170,280 
ClearView Baptist Church, Franklin 1841 $ 166,497 
Mt Juliet First Baptist Church, Mt Juliet 1885 $ 162,206 
Hilldale Baptist Church, Clarksville 1648 $ 157,629 
Nashville First Baptist Church, Nashville 1856 $ 1 55,094 
Colonial Heights Baptist Church, Kingsport 1103 $ 1 54,650 
Central Baptist Church, Johnson City 1 SOB $ 1 52,179 
Bartlett Baptist Church, Bartlett 1317 $ 145,381 
Bayside Baptist Church, Harrison 2455 $ 142,719 
Long Hollow Baptist Church, Hendersonville 3884 $ 141,714 
Tullahoma First Baptist Church, Tullahoma 1013 $ 140,_? 13 
Murfreesboro Third Baptist Church, Murfreesboro 0 $ 139,552 
Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Old Hickory 1599 $ 137,732 
Greeneville First Baptist Church, Greeneville 1163 · $ 1 36,612 
Smyrna First Baptist Church, Smyrna 3562 $ 1 36,094 
Eastanallee Baptist Church, Riceville 537 $ 133,265 
Collierville First Baptist Church, Collierville 2361 $ 130,453 
Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson 2946 $ 129,915 
Northside Baptist Church, Murfreesboro 1 044 $ 128,467 
Brainerd Hills Baptist Church, Chattanooga 1067 $ 126,927 
Paris First Baptist Church, Paris 966 $ 126,888 

Top SO TBC Churches in Per Capita Giving 
to Cooperative Program, 2005-2006 

Church 
Midway Baptist Church, South Pittsburg 
Estill Springs First Baptist Church, Estill Springs 
Willow Bend Baptist Church, Clarksville 
West Franklin Baptist Church, Franklin 
Smyrna Baptist Church, Burlison 
Hickory Valley Baptist Church, Hickory Valley 
Calvary Baptist Church, Rutherford 
Eastanallee Baptist Church, Riceville 
Riverview Missionary Baptist Church, Loudon 
Grace Park Baptist Church, Spring Hill 
Kelleys Chapel Baptist Church, Waynesboro 
Hillcrest Baptist Church, Dyersburg 
The Assembly, Johnson City 
The Journey, Lebanon 
Big Springs Baptist Church, Elizabethton 
Midway Baptist Church, Sewanee 
Fairview Baptist Church, Oak Ridge 
Southwestern Baptist Church, Johnson City 
Crosspointe Community Church, Bristol 
Ararat Baptist Church, Jackson 
Humboldt First Baptist Church, Humboldt 
Covington First Baptist Church, Covington 
Grace Baptist Church, Nashville 
Bethel Baptist Church, Greenfleld 
Wartburg First Baptist Church, Wartburg 
Carson Springs Baptist Church, Newport 
Primera Iglesia Bautista, Nashville 
Rock Springs Church, Smyrna 
Morristown First Baptist Church, Morristown 
Woodland Baptist Church, Brownsville 
Grand Junction First Baptist Church, Grand Junction 
Tellico Rrst Baptist Church, Loudon 
Lexington First Baptist Church, Lexington 
Springhill Baptist Church, Paris 
Rosemarie Baptist Church, Rosemarie 
24 Church, Pleasant View 
New Hope Baptist Church, Wartrace 
Paricway Baptist Church, Smyrna 
Colonial Heights Baptist Church, Kingsport 
Buffalo Trail Baptist Church, Morristown 
Tullahoma f'lrst Baptist Church, Tullahoma 
Wartrace First Baptist Church, Wartrace 
Connection Church, Cleveland 
Counce Arst Baptist Church, Counce 
SilverdaJe Baptist Church, Chattanooga 
Tellico Frrst Baptist Church, Tellico Pfains 
Corinth Baptist Church. McDonald 
Northside S.ptist Church, SavaMah 
Pans First Baptist Church. Paris 
Spring Cri< Bapt Olurch of Madison County, Spring Creek 

Resident 
Members 

5 
130 

6 
170 
162 
35 
27 

537 
13 
35 
45 
350 
14 
55 
75 
25 
40 
390 
15 

262 
1069 
726 
612 
324 
200 
12 
24 
73 

1499 
132 
184 
151 
1194 
70 
29 
101 
13 

349 
1103 
505 
1013 
84 
12 

407 
2216 

77 
40 
53 

966 
75 

Amount 
Given Per 
Member 
$ 310.80 
$ 306.65 
$ 301.83 
$ 297.78 
$ 283:66 
$ 277.14 
$ 267.52 
$ 248.17 
$ 243.00 
$ 221.57 
$ 215.51 
$ 202.03 
$ 200.07 
$ 1-99.44 
$ 195.00 
$ 187.64 
$ 185.28 
$ 182.74 
$ 180.27 
$ 169.22 
$ 163.60 
$ 163.24 
$ 161.05 
$ 158.73 
$ 157.17 
$ 155.50 
$ 154.79 
$ 154.38 
$ 153.87 
$ 151.56 
$ 149.45 
$ 149.28 
$ 149.06 
$ 147.84 
$ 143.79 
$ 143.09 
$ 140.77 
$ 140.21 
$ 140.21 
$ 139.32 
$ 138.41 
$ 136.63 
$ 136.25 
$ 133.90 
$ 133.22 
$ 132.64 
s 131.95 
s 131.57 
$ 131.35 
$ 128.67 

• 

Top 50 JBC Clturclte. in Total 
Baptisms, 2005-2006 

Baptist Olurch, 
Long Hollow Baptist Churoh, Hendersonville 
The People's Church, Frankt1n 
Crosspointe Baptist Church, MiHington 
Thompson Station Baptist Church, Thompson Station 
Sevier Hei9hts Baptist Church, Knoxville 
College Heights Baptist Church, Gallatin 
Hendersonville First Baptist Church, Hendersonville 
Clariesville First Baptist Church, Clariesville 
Concord Rrst Baptist Church, Knoxville 
Grace Baptist Church, Knoxville 
Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood 
Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville 
Gennantown Baptist Church, Gennantown 
Millington First Baptist Church, Millington 
Central Baptist Church, Hixson 
Faith Promise Church, Knoxville 
Faith Baptist Church, Bartlett 
Watson Chapel Baptist Church, Madisonville 
Sevierville First Baptist Church, Sevierville 
Hillcrest Baptist Church, Lebanon 
Silverdale Baptist Church, Chattanooga 
Cornerstone Baptist Church, McMinnville 
New Vision Baptist Church, Murfreesboro 
Smyma First Baptist Church, Smyrna 
Round Uck Baptist Church, Watertown 
West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson 
Higher Ground Baptist Church, Kingsport 
Stones River Baptist Church, Smyrna 
Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson 
Hermitage Hills Bapti.st Church, Hermitage 
Bethel Baptist Church, Palmyra 
Gladeville Baptist Church, Gladeville 
Columbia First Baptist Church, Columbia 
Greater Missionary Baptist Church, Clarksville 
Black Oak Heights Baptist Church, Knoxville 
Tri-Cities Baptist Church, Gray 
Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Old Hickory 

. Clinton Second Baptist Church, Clinton 
Rutledge Falls Baptist Church, Tullahoma 
Stevens Street Baptist Church, Cookeville 
Bayside Baptist Church, Harrison 
ClearView Baptist Church, Franklin· 
Dallas Bay 13apt ist Church, Hixson 
Joelton First Baptist Church, Joelton 
Long Heights Baptist Church, McKenzie 
Cleveland First Baptist Church, Cleveland 
Hilldale Baptist Church, Clariesville 
Rome Baptist Church, Lebanon 
Belle Aire Baptist Church, Murfreesboro 

3884 
2534 
2931 
2191 
3769 
1361 
7315 
4129 
6135 
38.35 
5084 
6816 
6062 
2802 
3750 
1881 
2319 
1087 
3673 
1772 
2216 
915 
1172 
3562 
413 
2840 
3376 
1128 
2946 
2596 
449 
1631 
2091 
1475 
983 
837 
1599 
1298 
soo 
1952 
2455 
1841 
1559 

0 
646 

3623 
1648 
387 

2328 

Top SO TBC Churches in Members/Baptisms 
Ratio, 200S-2006 

Church 

Centro de Recurso Hispano, Chattanooga 
Iglesia Bautista Agua de Vida, Gray 
Love & Faith Baptist Church, Memphis 
Shelton Grove Baptist Church, Sweetwater 
Primera Iglesia Bautista, Nashville 
Arabic Baptist Mission (FBC), Nashville 
Union County Baptist Church, Maynardville 
The Assembly, Johnson City 
Twin Oaks Baptist Church, Petersburg 
New Ufe Community Baptist Church, Fairview 
Fishers Creek Baptist Church, Rogersville 
Epiphany Baptist Church, Springfield 
True faith Missionary Baptist Church, Strawberry Plains 
Iglesia Bautista La Gran Comision, Morristown 
Cumber1and Gap First Baptist Church, Cumber1and Gap 
The Church at Rutledge, Bean Station 
Iglesia Bautista Renacer, Lebanon 
Spirit Filled Baptist Church, Ripley 
Grace Thru Faith Church, Memphis 
Crosspointe Community Church, Bristol 
Carson Springs Baptist Church, Newport 
One Accord Community Chur:ch, Chattanooga 
Iglesia Bautista Hispana Poplar Hgts, Jackson 
Memorial Baptist Church, Uvingston 
The Rock Community Church, Sparta 
The River Community Church, Cookeville 
Iglesia Hispana Vida Abundante, Jackson 
Alva Baptist Church, Southside 
West Lafayette Baptist Church, Lafayette 
Corinth Baptist Church, McDonald 
Partcway Baptist Church, Athens 
Hampshire First Baptist Church, Hampshire 
lakeview Baptist Church, Clinton 
Calvary Baptist Church (W Baxter), Knoxville 
Lower Chilhowee Baptist Church, Tallassee 
Central Baptist Church, Middleton 
Walker Valley Baptist Church, Cleveland 
Scenic Drive Baptist Chwch, Murfreesboro 
Rolbng Hills Baptist Ouch, Lyles 
Greater. Tabernacle Baptist Church, Lawrenceburg 
Friendship Baptist Ou-ch, Shelbyville 
Oak Hil Baptist Ou-ch, Crossvile 
KeeJy Mil Baptist Ouch, Dyer 
Primera Iglesia Bautista Hispana (Rio Vtvo), Cookevile 
Middlebtook Pike Baptist Church, Knoxvile 
Uttle River Felowship, Malyvile 
Ceuball ~igllts Baptist Church, Dandridge 
Mtssion Oaks Bap~ Ouch, Olattanooga 
Round Lidc Baptist Ouch, Watertown 

-

10 
6 
4 

10 
15 
24 
35 
19 
14 
26 

4 
42 
65 
s 

102 
8 

73 
68 
35 
30 
15 
12 
40 
67 

1 so 
86 

157 
21 
14 
36 
40 
40 
88 
22 
22 
37 
78 
Z6 
66 
39 
60 
45 

165 
50 
42 
73 
43 
43 
13 

413 

12 
6 

15 
19 
24 
35 
14 
7 

13 
2 

20 
27 
2 

39 
3 

26 
24 
12 
10 

5 
4 

13 
21 
47 
26 
45 

6 
4 

10 
11 
11 
24 

6 
6 

10 
21 

7 
17 
10 
15 
11 
40 
1Z 
10 
'7 
tO 
10 
3 

94 

41$. 
241 
l01 ,, 
19! 
187 
184 
167 
161 
148 
131 
137 
134 
121 
122 
122 
115 
106 
105 
104 
103 
101 
101 
94 
94 
91 

"91 
81 
80 
77 
75 
73 
67 
67 
65 
65 
63 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
59 
58 
58 
57 
sr 
!;l 
56 
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World, WOI"ship musi be all about Him 
f' these ~ew dynamics that Sunday have shared fellowship while tainly, this encompasses the a pa en 

• p•ng 
rches 

ly Paul Clark 

e live in a fiercely personal 
. We are way past the 

#your way burger. We want 
rtbing to our personalizea 
~- Cars remember each dri
.peJrsOJnal preferences of seat 
ion. Computer programs, 
>hone ring tones, and mp3 
frs are all about personal 
e and convenience. 
arketers appeal totally to 
self-gratification. Whether 
Lre considering who to vote 
an election, or which movie 

ttch, or what soap to buy, the 
lll"Y appeal is, "it's all about 

Baptists we have under
and made application of 
rsonal nature of the gospel. 

jndividual sinner responds 
,e Holy Spirit in faith and 
1.tance. This is biblical truth. 
mr self-absorbed culture, 
tver, w~ must exercise cau
that o~ message of person
~ponsibility does not get con
l with, or watered down to a 
mally customized faith, spir
ity, and yes, worship. Obser
e of Sunday as a day of gath-
worship in our churches is 

·al to strengthening the 
nrics of Christian worship. 
;ekly Sunday worship we 

in a way that is different 
the world. Consider just 

-

gathenng addr~sses: consuming such. It is where "two preached Word, and even the 
The ~ynamw f!f ':"sembly or three are gathered" in His sung Word, but it also includes 

. In his book_, Btblreal Founda- Name. The gathering of the body one of the most neglected aspects 
twns for Bapt~t Churches, John of believers stirs the dynamic of in Baptist worship, the read 
Hammett rennnds us that the fellowship. Our fellowship can be Word. I had a mentor who said, 
church is an assembly, as pic- disrupted by our pride, and our "the Word of God is more dynam
tured throughout t~e New Testa- culture-driven focus on self. ic and powerful than anything 
ment, and as .practiced through- Local church can get messy with else anyone will say or sing in 
out history. Surrender of some of expectations of personal satisfac- worship." Sunday gathering is 
our personal . autonomy to pur- tion, greed, and all sorts of situa- itself a response to God's Word, 
poseful comnntment to the corpo- tions common to daily life. All the and should set the context of our 
rate body can be an act of wor- more reason for Sunday Christ- gathering to hear from God. Wor
ship. • ian worship assembled. There is ship is, after all, revelation and 

Imagine the dynamic if your no reason or excuse for pretense re~ponse. 
entire church body showed up for in gathered worship. Here we The dynamic of connection 
Sunday worship, if for no other can be reminded, "In Christ · to the universal church 
reason than to simply signify to alone will I glory." Sunday gives us opportunity 
God and one another that "We The dynamic of to gather with the universal 
are one body un<!er the Lordship congregational song Church. Though we are separat-
of the resurrected Christ, our Full voiced, enthusiastic, head ed by miles, by time zones, by 
Head. We have been the body and heart singing by a congrega- certain differences, and by our 
scattered, and now, on the first tion gathered in Sunday worship time ill history, there is a connec
day, we assemble. is an inspiring thing to experi- tion as we join in Lord's Day wor-

We give our time (leave the ence. It is nice when it is also ship. As we bow to pray for the 
cell phone, daytimer, and wrist- pleasing to the ear, but beautiful needs and praises of our local 
watch at home) to come together music is not. the point. Neither is body, we can do the same for 
as ekklesia, the "called out ones," the decibel level the point. I am those everywhere who are our 
the "called to assemble ones." fearful many have used technolo- brothers and sisters in Christ; 
Worship dynamic is strength- gy to mask poor participation in those we know and those we do 
ened by an assembly--of b~lievers the one element of congregation· not. 
who have truly surrendered time al worship that still calls for Space does not permit to 
to gather. everyone to audibly act. There is reflect on more dynamics, but I 

The dynamic of fellowship a great hymn text that asks, encourage you to do so. In our 
There is no sweeter fellowship "How can I keep from singing?" world of "it's all about me," Sun

than a gathered church where That should be the theme of Sun- day worship gathering is count
there is recognition of our com- day worshipers gathered on the er-cultural. What a great oppor
mon fallen condition, and our day of resurrection, and that tunity to be counter-cultural and 
redeemed state that calls us to should be the theme of the worship the One who rose on 
worship. The first time the word church body collective. "Christ, that first Lord's Day, and who 
koinonia is used in the New Tes- the Lord is rise~ today. Alleluia!" will come ag$1. What a privilege 
tament is in conjunction with the The dynamic of the Word to declare, "it's all about Him!" 0 
Sunday gathering when-the Holy It is difficult to articulate the -Clark is worship and music spe-
Spirit came (Acts 2). We all know dynamic of the body assembled cialist for the Ter:messee Baptist 
that church fellowship is not con- and hearing the Word of God Convention. This is the second in a 
tained in a macaroni and cheese together in worship. We are series of articles on renewing com
casserole, though many of us shaped and fonned by it. Cer- mitment to Sunday worship. 

s 

By Carolyn Tomlin 

Easter roots 
Christians believe that Jesus 

Christ, the son of God, was cruci
fied on a cross and r ose from the 
dead on Easter Sunday. The day 
is celebrated on the Sunday after 
the first full moon of spring. Hav
ing roots in pre-Christian festi
vals, Easter welcomes the renew
al of life in nature following the 
long, cold days of winter. 

History says that the early 
Anglo-Saxons held a festival to 
honor Eostre, their goddess of 
spring. Also, the Teutonic people 
observed a festival to honor the 
spring sun, named Eastre. Histo
rians believe the word ''Easter" 
probably came from one of these 
pagan feasts. As Christianity 
spread to other parts of the 
known world, the joy of the res
urrection of Christ and the cele
brations of spring were combined 
into one holiday. · 

Realize that many Easter cus
toms go back many centuries. If 
your children ask ''why" ques
tions concerning how we cele
brate Easter, perhaps some of 
these answers will help: 

• Why do people wear new 
clothes at Easter? The custom of 
showing off new clothes dates 
back to early Christian times 
when new converts to Christian
ity were baptized at Easter. Cus
tom says they wore these new 
white robes for eight days. 

• What are some decorations 

arning evangelism from the 1 Great Soul Hunter' · used for Easter? Flowers are 
always associated with Easter. 
One is the Easter lily or white 
trumpet lily that came from 
Bermuda to the United States 
about 1880. In the 19th century, 
people of Germany and Switzer
land made ornate egg trees 
which resembled our Christmas 

est 
lumnist 

By Ray Van Neste 

discussing Jesus' encounter 
the woman at the well 

1 4) John Piper in his book 
·ing God described Jesus as 
Great Soul Hunter. That 
'iption has stuck with me, 
recently in my class at 

n University on John's 
~1 we bad a good discussion 
hat we can learn from Jesus' 
ngs with both Nicodemus 
1 3) and the woman at the 
Here are a few things I see. 
rrhaps most obviously we 
Jesus addressing people at 
~ite ends of the spectrum: 
1pstanding and the outcast, 
•rthodox and the heretical. a 
and a woman. The call goes 

t<> all. All people need the 
: gospel. and we must share 
th them. Jesus is not more 
ested to share with Nicode
in order to acquire the sup
of this respectable leader .• 

a.e.r does he shy away from 
king with an immoral 
ilritan woman e,·en though 
'Ould in no v.-ay enhance His 
1 standing - in fact this 

conversation with her would be a 
PR liability! We are not allowed 
to choose what group we want to 
reach. We are simply to preach 
the gospel to all people. 

Second, Jesus treated both of 
them as real people. He did not 
merely launch into a prefabricat
ed sales pitch. He approached 
them differently though He spoke 
the same truth. Too often we 
think of evangelism as a preset 
list of statements. It is helpful to 
have key points in mind, but we 
must listen to and speak to oth
ers as real people. What issue in 
this person's life most clearly 
shows the need for the gospel? At 
one Southern Baptist Convention 
a cab driver told a friend of mine, 
-<rf you're wanting to get me 
saved, fve already prayed that 
prayer twice today." People had 
sought to share the gospel with 
this man, but it came across as 
just some mantra to him. People 
are not objects for us to "get" but 
bearers of the image of God with 
whom we must personally engage 
in order to properly introduce 
them to their Maker. 

Third, with the woman at the 
well in particular we see Jesus 
moving eventually to the key 
point of pain in her life - her 
series of husbands and current 
live-in boyfriend. Along the way 
Jesus spoke of the gospel and 
theological debates of the day, 

but He was driving at her heart. 
The big issues people have with 
the claims of the gospel are usu
ally not intellectual or academic. 
Most often they stem from per
s~nal experiences of pain, confu
sion, disillusionment, and the 
like. If we take time to listen- to 
people we can find these points 
and apply the gospel directly to 
their situation. This will be much 
more helpful than simply drop
ping a line on them. 

This came home to me again in 
a fairly recent conversation I had 
with a young woman on a plane 
trip. Early on in conversation she 
said candidly that though she was 
a student at a Baptist college she 
was not a believer. She raised sev
eral intellectual arguments 
against the faith. I listened and 
responded, all the while thinking, 
"These aren't her real issues." The 
woman at the well came directly 
to mind. Eventually this young 
woman disclosed that the real 
issue in her life at the moment 
was disi11usionment with her live
in boyfriend. He had seemed so 
nice when they met, but since she 
had moved in with him and made 
herself responsible for some of his 
bills. he was not the same person. 
Here was the real wound. 1 had 
the chance to speak to this issue 
and point to the gospel. 

Fourth, Jesus calls for 
response but is willing to leave a 

person to stew on what has been 
said. How the conversation with 
Nicodemus concludes is not clear. 
Later in the gospel it appears he 
has come to believe in Jesus. The 
conversation with the Samaritan 
woman was interrupted, but she 
clearly came to faith as did many 
in her town. We must be earnest 
in sharing the gospel, but we need 
not intimidate or manipulate to 
get a confession on the spot. Our 
responsibility is to speak the 
gospel. It is the Holy Spirit who 
does the convicting and convert
ing (John 16:8). As Jesus said to 
Nicodemus, they must be "born of 
the Spirit" (3:6-7). 

Many other things could be 
listed, but the last I will mention 
is that the individual's lack of 
understanding did not prevent 
Jesus from speaking the gospel. 
We must not let fear of the other 
person misunderstanding keep 
us from speaking the gospel. Lost 
people need to hear the gospel in 
order to be saved. Therefore we 
must share the gospel. We can 
paralyze ourselves by waiting for 
just the right time with just the 
right words. God will bless His 
word, and it is He who will break 
through confusion and save souls 
(ll Corinthians 4:1-6). He is, after 
all, the Great Soul Hunter.~
Van Neste is associate professor 
of Chnstian studies at Union Um
versity, Jackson. 

tree. 
• What type services are 

observed on Easter? This is a day 
for r eligious observances and 
many churches begin the day 
with a sunrise service. The first 
known sunrise service occurred 
at Bethlehem, Pa. , in 1741. 

• How is the egg used in East
er celebrations? Long before the 
Christian era,. ancient Egyptians, 
Persians, and Romans colored 
eggs and ate them at spring fes
tivals to symbolize new life. 
Today, we associate the egg with 
our Easter celebrations. It is 
believed that the Macedonians 
were the first Christians known 
to have used Easter eggs as a 
symbol of life in Christ. Each 
color has a special meaning -
red symbolizes the blood of 
Christ; yellow for purity; and 
green for fnritfulness. 

As you observe trus Christian 
event, share with your children 
the background and ways other 
countries celebrate Easter. 1 -
Tom!in writes for numerous Christ
ian pubticat1ons. Her husband, 
Matt. is pastor of Wards GrO't'e 
Bap1is1 Church, Jackson. 
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Sunday ·School Matters? 
Have you considered the impact of 

Sunday School in your life? Where would you be 
without Sunday School? How much would you 

know about the Bible, about God, about His will and 
ways apart from Sunday School? Where would you 
be without consistent group Bible study? . 

Where would you be without the encouragement and . 
support of the friends in your class? What asp~ct of 
Sunday School is most meaningful to you? 

March 26-April 1 is Sunday School Emphasis Week 
across the convention. Take time to consider the impact 
on Sunday Sc~ool in your life and promote the 
importance of Sun,Cla,y S~ool. ... 

Included below is the. contact information for members 
: ~ ' 

of your state missionary stiff that are availab~e to help you 
. and your church in any- ar~a of Sunday School. 

..; . 

·~ " . 
Mark Miller, " · · 

State Sunday School director .. ............. (615) 371-2048 
Tim Holcomb, Adults ........................ (615) ~71.;2055 
Bruce Edwards, Youth ..................... (615) 371-2094 
Bill Choate, College ............................. (615) 371-2057 
Vicki Hulsey, Children ........................ (61'5) 371-2081 
Klista Storts, PreschooL. ...................... (615) 371-2082 
Steve Pearson, 

Evan~elistic Sunday School.. ............... (615) 371-2012 . 

SUNDAY SCHOOL EDITION 

Sunday School Training for all preschool, children, youth, 

and adult Sunday School leaders, pastors, and Sunday School 

directors is available. 
For information on Extreme Makeover Sunday School 

training, including locations, conference titles, conference 
leaders, etc.) visit www.equippingu.com, or call 1-800-5 58-
2090, ext. 2054, or call your local association. 

· "Bui/Jing healthy churches empowered by the presence of Got/. 

What is Sunda · c 
Si pie C 

ool 

The Simple Church revolution is here . 
Thorn Rainer and Eric Geiger discovered the 
revolution through an extensive research 
project that is challenging church leaders to 
simplify. Their findings are reported in the 
book, Simple Church: Returning to God's 
Process for Making Disciples, (Nashville: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2006.) 

In general, the vibrant churches in the 
study are simpler than the churches that are 
struggllng and anemic. Based on the 
research, church leaders are encouraged to 
design a clear process, move people through 
it, align all ministries around it, and 
eliminate everything that gets in the way. 

What does Sunday School look like in a 
Simple Church? Where does it fit? 
. I) Clarity: The simple churches know 
exactly where Sunday School fits in their 
process. Simple churches have a clearly 
defined process for making disciples, and 
simple churches that offer Sunday School 
have placed it at a strategic place in that 
process. This is the essence of clarity. The 
complex churches do not know where 
Sunday School fits. They offer the program, 
but they do not see it as part of the overall 
process . 
. 2) Movement: The simple churches 

intentionally move people to Sunday School. 
Simple church leaders recognize the r:eality 
that people must be moved to points of 
relational attachment for true life-change to 
occur. In fact if people are not moved into 

, 

relational networks, they will not stay 
church. They will leave, and leaders 
even know. The complex and strt 

churches scored much lower on 
intention and passion to move pee 
Sunday School. They merely run pro~ 

3) Alignment and Focus: The 
churches focus more on Sunday Scho 
the complex churches. Sunday School 
more vital role in the simple churches 
does in the complex and struggling ch 
This is. a big statement, but it makes 
sense. In..the simple churches, Sunday 
is aligned as an essential program i 
process. These churches have rna 
difficult decision to cut other prograJ 
fall outside of their process. Sunday 
has more prominence as one of ~ 
programs. In the complex and su 
churches, Sunday School is just one c 
programs. It does not get adequate 
because attention and energy are 
among so many things. 

Here is the bottom line: accordinf 
research, yo1;1 should know where 
School fits in your process, move pc 
Sunday School, and give it focused at 

as an essential program in your proet 

• 

These acerpts were talten ftom articks. 
"StJ.nday School and the Simpk C 
availabk at www.lifeway.com/Surultty5 
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ISm um ers Don't Li-e 

6J Steve Pet~rson 

25 y:eal'S in Tennessee Ba;ptist abour what we would lind at the end of this 
has most positively alfect~d journey. More than any othe.r, fcactor I studied; I 

That was the question asked. af Believ:ed· the incFease in the ntUnbers of churches 
roy work with_ die Tel).n~see _would have the_grea:test impact on baptisms. 

~tverttl'ton. To . my sUftJ:i?rise--, 'the higltest co~tel_ation 
We discover w.ith any accaraw,- .tfte coe5eie.nt .numb~t ~ R6t .gtVeB; tO tme t<Ot-ai 

to tliat question? As 'ftmt"Cating .a :diat- _- .ttllmber or~ ~hw:die~ $fa$t?eiP.: :fhe h1ghest 
may be, the potential answ:tir to 'th-at Pearson nuQ.tber :was nor .~xen to the ~resident , 
was very entidng. . naemiership-.data $et~- ~he -~t~Lset r:n:0st cfos.ely 

~ oould answer that question,. we. Gc.:nrld - - align~i with $e: 4s~ a;nd . f~~ of »a:&ds-ms ·over; 
lla.J:tel' in the ar<€a ol evangelism l>r ----rot~~ r~ar :Perlod 'vi.ifS tne, -ave£~ attendance 

in the r~Will of those_ hlUag~ cl'l~t . i·tr ~nr: T:ert~e~s~~ Baptist ~tp:tclay S€hoQ{s_. ~ · 
lvellV affect the numbers of f<'>Iks' whO are - Otll~" a't.~rcag(f - $lum[€hly . S~h.~ol- "' an~mManoe' 

into our fellowships. If we ro:u!d- j i&~rweA't. · qw· l~ap~i$.his .d~~teaseq by sim~lai -
that question,- we cotild Jt,~ __ mor~ . - .. :An:d· -c~n~ersel.f as O'litE stm:~~ 

non:at as a convention with _informatlQn, ·,, - ~~- 3itlei\'t\lail,G~7:~ntrease<f~ ~ .0lq:. 

~j.,. 

and events. . - ·· , - · - ·. -

couid we diK()ver ' fliost ~-- mat 
the numbet of ~1s~tistqs ill otw . 

1.uw coUld we rni.ke sure d\e:te W:as-a . 
1abetw·een· _ ~-qapt~ and 'tn:i~~~ 

tnmw~ool, incre~e in churcli ~t~ anti · 
'!l>'tucnl member hips? . 

answer was fmmct in a statistical :tool 
~ . . -

"u"""" Pearson. Peatson is a Statistical tool· drat 
the extent of . a liQeat rdatio.n.shi_p 

i'tW1~n· two data sets. The ~tdts ~ exp:r,essei 
a correlation coefficient of beuv~n .... f .0 ana 
. Which means the more rwo. sets of: da~ar:e 

.ed, thea the closet they, waL be to a 
number. 

do we begin? We b~n with data. We 
fotced tQ worK. with what we hatd. DAta, . -

aports, more ~ecifically. Based om the 

Us: for 
iSimdiy . 
diureh.i::hqWH ~ when'w~~ 
'teally; . pai~ -~enu~· ra _ w-o,K -t>~ ~~~lqay 
5diool, i! paid &vidends i~ mlf h~pttisteri~. 

J~N. Barne*:f~ forme.r settretarr of the ,~ttnday
Schoo.I Deparw~n:t · ot t:h_e Baptist '$uaday 
·School Roa.td (oo'\V LifeWay ~cfinstian · - -
Resdw::ces) &om 19a3-19,57, wld us ria~ woula -
happen. "'Where evangelism lr1ts b"een the heart 

-

we oou!d tell yOU how many chU:tChes weFe 
· the TBC each year. We coUld tellryou 

many we averaged iB Sunday .School .fiom 
to year. We could also tell you the total 

oi the me~ and die wo.Jtk of Sunday-S~J\ool, ~ 
_ Church · buildings hav:e beea crowded, people 

have been oap.tit«i, and money has been given,, 

oo~:related with the 
resident members that we had in our 

dlurches. All of this data was in TED 
Elearonic Database.) 

• to .. work through 25 years of 
I began to· make my own hypothesis 

he said. ~Th~ugh the years Sunday Schools that 
have been positively evangelistic kept on 
growing. Sunday Schools grow .fitstest w1ien the 
fires of evangelism bum the hottest." 

-

highest years 
In baptisms. 

Coming Up! Coming Up! 
March 30-31 
March 30-April 1 
March 31 
Aprill 
Aprll12-13 
April13-l4 
April13 
Aprill4 
J\pril14 
Aprill6-18 
April21 
April21-22 

Missionary Parenrs' Retrear,, Baptist Ceruer, Brentwood 
Spring Leadership Conference_, Linden Valley Baptist Conference Cemer, Linden 
Regional Disaster ReliefTra.ining, New Zion Baptist Chur:ch, Pulaski 
St-atewide Sunday School High Attendance Day 
It's A New Day - For Fjnancial Freedom~ SBC Sponsored Evem, Atlanta, Ga. 
Dramatic Ans Festival, For~t Hills B~tist Church, Nashville 
Xtrem~ Bible Challenge- East TenQessee, Holston Baptist Church, Sttawberry Plains 
Bible Fun Field Day, Wallace Memorial Baprist Church, Knoxville 
Xtteme- Bible Challenge - West Tennessee, Union University, Jackson 
Transitionallnrerim Pastor Training (TIP}, Old EngJish ~ Jackson 
Apologetics and Inrerlaith Evangelism Workshop, Wd~on County Baptist Association, Lebanon. 
RA Wilderness Challenge, Camp Boxwell, Gallatin 

Far infonnation visit the TBC web site at www.tnbaptist.org. 

Church He-alth Matters 

• 

' 
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-
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Family lime 
trumps church, 
new study reports 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - A growmg 
number of families would rather 
spend their increasingly limited 
free time together than at 
church, a study by Leadership 
magazine found. 

"The increased emphasis on 
"family time," even at the 
expense of meaningful involve
ment in church life, is a sign of 
the times," reporter Eric Reed 
wrote for Leadership. "It's one 
way Generations X and Y are 
making up for the hands-off, 
latch-key childrearing styles 
that characterized their Boomer 
parents: heavy investment in 
the kids, and everything else 
takes a back seat - including 
church." 

Leadership surveyed 490 
pastors about what is keeping 
people away from church, and 
the Christianity Today-owned 

magazine found that people rou
tinely choose family events over 
church commitments because 
they say they're not finding 
church to be a relevant enough 
resource in their time-crunched 
lifestyles. 

More churches are seeing 
decreased attendance at church 
events, especially those held on 
weeknights, because when fami
lies feel obligated to participate. 
in sports, music lessons, and 
other extracurricular activities, 
the only night of the week they 
have to be together just might 
be Wednesday, Leadership 
found. 

Another proolem families 
seem to be voicing is that when 
they arrive at church they're 
split up into different age 
groups and sometim,es hus
bands and wives are split into 
gender-segregated classes. Fam
ilies often are quicker than 
churches at realizing no family 
bonding is going to occur at 
church when that method is 
used, the magazine reported. 

"Shouldn't we as a church try 

APOLOGETICS AND INTERFAITH 
EVANGELISM WORKSHOP, ISLAM 

There will be an Apologetics and Interfaith Evangelism Workshop 
held at the Wilson County Baptist Association on Saturday April 21, 
2007 from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The topic of this workshop will focus 
on "THE TRUTH ABOUT /~LAM, A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE." 
THis workshop will be lead by Rob Bowman, Manager, Apologetics 
and Interfaith Evangelism, North American Mission Board, SBC. 
There is a $15.00 registration fee for this workshop. The deadline for 
registration is April 16th. 2007. Materials will be provided during the 
workshop as well as breaks and lunch on Saturday. Those who 
attend all the sessions and complete the assignments will be certified 
by the North American Mission Board to lead awareness conferences 
in local churches. To register, please contact the Wilson County Asso
ciation at 615-444-8820. Information on this workshop can also be 
found on the TBC web site at www.tnbaptist.org/events. 

So You're Seriously 
Thinking of Retirement ... 

· Do you have enough? 

·What if you live another 30 years? Are you going to be qkay? 

·Will you be able to leave something for your children? 

·What if the real estate market stumbles? 

·What if you change your plan in six months? 

For a complimentary review of your investment portfolio 

and to receive a free copy of Wachovia Securities' SO

page booklet So You're Seriously Thinking of Retirement, 

please contact me. 

Hugh M. Sloan 
Managing Director- Investments 
Sloan Wealth Management Group 
of Wachovia Securities 
10 Cadillac Drive. Suite 300 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
615-372-1163. 800-621-3245 
hugh.sloan@wachovlaset.com 

WAOHOVIA 
SEcuRITIES 

Sea!nties and lnslnDce ~ 
lll-.lflltUTIOOit--B'f·Millliiii·II600&tfiiG'MF lfA&IIIIIJIJIIIUIUII 
Wacllovie Sealfities, UC, Member NYSE/SIPC, Is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non
bank afllata of W&dlovia Cofponruon. <02007 ViacllcMa Securibes, uc 80722 0307-47525 3/07 

to bring families together?"' 
Carol Welker, children's min
istry pastor at First Presbyter
ian Church in Orlando, Fla., 
told Leadership. "Instead what 
we do is bring them to church 
and then put mom and dad in 
this room, the high school kids 
in that r oom, and the elemen
tary kids down the hall. It's no 
wonder fanrilies are spending 
more time doing family things 
than they are spending at 
church." 

Welker suggested churches 
plan events around school cal
endars and events in the com
munity that could force families 
to choose between church and 
other obligations, and she said 
family focused dinners at 
church help provide a time for 
both family and church fellow
ship. 

"When family members hard
ly see each other at church 
activities, the congregation 
needs to take a quick inventory 
of its concept of ministry," R. 

Albert Mohler Jr. wrote on his 
blog at albertmohler.-com l\t8rc.b 
14. 

"At the same time, when 
Christian parents take their 
kids to Little League games 
rather than worship on the 
Lord's Day, these parents teach 
their children that team sports 
are more important than the 
worship of God," Mohler, presi
dent of Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, said. 

"Every kid has a 'thing' going 
on virtually all the time. That is 
the condition of life today, it 
seems. But when that 'thing' 
keeps the child - or the whole 
family - away from church, we 
need to name that thing -what it 
is ... at best a snare, at worst an 
idol." 

Evangelist Jerry Drace of 
Tennessee told Baptist Press, 
"What I have found in surveying 
thousands of teenagers across 
this country in our Hope for the 
Home conferences is that even 
when church families are not in 

church they art' not n~ 
together in other 1 

either. Teens and thei1 
are going in diff-erent c 
at the same time. 

cornu 
nomu 
fa mil 
sport~t.a~n 

of H 
said.' 
many laUIII 
and 

DRACE ski P • 
churc 

Sunday to watch their 1 

ticipate in his/her favo· 
sport. 

"When this happens • 
of sports replaces tht Ciod 
Scripture . . 

"When the church Sf 

vancy over relationship 'QU 

both faith and family. 
should be a family ev & 
requires creative plru illg 
the leaders." 0 

MINISTRY - PAS )fl 
First Baptist Churc 
Tazewell, Tenn., is sea11lng 
full-time senior pastor. 
degree preferred. Plec t 
resume with cover letter ~art 
Committee, FBC, P. 0. »e 
New Tazewell, TN 378 , or 
mail to newtazev Be 
centurytel.net. Resume ~!!'it 
ed until April 6. . . . "' ••••••••• •J' 

Erlanger Baptist 
Erlanger, Ky. (Northern 1 

tist Assoc.) seeking full
tor. Replies treated w l 
dence. Contact Arnold 
2221 Beil Rd., Burlin :Jrl, 
41 005, phone (859) e n 
e-mail: acaddell @fuse.l t 

MINISTRY - MU ~ 
Bivocational music dire< ,, n 
ed. Send resume to an 
Grove Baptist Church, 0 . 
337, New Market, TN 3 120. 

Vibrant and growing ~ 
Baptist Church of 1,20 ~ 
bership, located in a fa~ gr 
market rn the Southea , 
dynamic worship lee: ar 
music director for bien< • 
pie services and full• ~ 
choral and instrumen' 
ministry. Proven ex fie 
along with bachelor of r 8ic 
seminary degree requi • . 
didate should be able 9 
demonstrated success -..::.""' 
ing, growing and o n1 
multigenerational music in 
as well as pursuing tr 
through missions. seas• .~~~ 
productions, and . if1 
avenues. Send resume 
letter via e-mail to fn< toclt1t 
fbcmatthews.org. 

MISCELLANEO 
Three extra-tong pe • 
padded seats - can bf 
ed to six pews. Phone ( 
4212 (8:30 a.m.-3:00 
(731) 586-7555 . 
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:;~aura Lee Ellis speaks to Connection 2007 on African service 
their ::OOnie Davis Bushey mer Laura Lee Moore, grew up was so interesting to read the had never touched a white per-

rent ~ ~list and Reflector at Charleston Baptist Church, Bible with someone who was son before, she explained. 
Charleston. reading it for the first time. A lot of people greeted them, 

ATLINBURG- Laura Lee 
s of Woodland Baptist 

, Jackson, spoke at Con-
'on 2007 held March 16-18 
. Connection drew about 
teenage girls. 
llis shared about her two 

of service in Tanzania, 
md D ca, · 2004-2006 through the 
I kiP eyman program of the 
:burch l:nnational Mission Board. 
heir er ~he thanked the girls for 
favorr lr offerings to churches 

ugh the Cooperative Pro
~ and especially those to 

Lottie Moon Christmas 
which made her service 

sible. She also thanked 
~ for their prayers which 
uu::u her to serve. Ellis, who 

tly married and is the for-

She said the Tanzanians As Ellis and her new friend she recalled, and many people 
welcomed her into their homes read the Bible, the young crowded into a hut to hear the 
and lives. She even served as a woman would become excited young woman's stories. She was 
bridesmaid in a wedding while about the stories, even rooting ready and able in her language 
there. Tanzanians "wanted me for God. to tell them Bible stories using 
to be a part of their lives," she She said the young woman the· Bible "storying cloth," said 
said. got to know our God and wants Ellis. 

Ellis learned they loved sto- to commit her life to Him, but The people sat "for hours 
ries. She used stories to teach has not because her family "will just captivated by things they 
the Bible. She also used a scarf reject her," reported Ellis. She had never heard before," 
which had been imprinted with asked the Tennessee teens to described Ellis. 
pictures representing Bible sto- pray for this young woman and She asked the teens who 
ries. The women liked the scarf, others like her who are "count- God had put in their circles of 
which is used in many ways by ing the cost" of a faith in Jesus. influence. Who sits with them 
women in Tanzania, she Ellis also told of visiting the at their table in the school cafe-
described. Larger scarfs or kan- LAURA LEE ELLIS speaks to home of another college stu- teria? Who plays with them on 
gas are used for clothing and to girls attending Connection dent. She and the student rode their basketball team? she con-
wrap babies in a sling to their 2007. a bus for nine hours and then tinued. 
backs. her age. She got to know a walked another hour to her vii- "He has given you every-

Ellis told of getting to know young Muslim woman who read lage. Some of the people in the thing you need to ... tell your 
college students who were near the Bible with Ellis. Ellis said it village touched Ellis' skin. They story," concluded Ellis. 0 

ursing is t.Vay of 1 1iving tlte Call~' says Kaye .Miller 
:nn:nu::. Davis Bushey go back to Thailand to serve quickly because they had pass- lived in the leper colony were 

•*; ... and Reflector like her father. ports to Thailand. outcasts just like in Bible times. 

~ ~. ATLINBURG Kaye 
s~ai~ er, national Woman's Mis
stor. ary Union president, spoke 
PI er fellow nurses at the Mis
ltler lls Get:Together held March 
, 0 lk 18 here. 
·37~ ;:luring a conference for nurs

student nurses, and other 
31.~ tiical workers which drew 
J!Tie$'1 jut 40 women, Miller told of 

hng to a town in Thailand 
~ n she was five years old 
~ P her missionary parents. 

said she became interested 
ealtb care through them 
use he! father was a physi-

and her mother was a 
e. They worked in a hospital 
leper colony built there by 

JSe. tists. 
B.er parents were ordinary 

MU~ple, she said, who loved med
iirecF 'e and used it "for His 

to l-aordinary purposes every 
" ell, 

N 3 ;he served as a "patient" for 
~ sing classes and as a helper 

the hospital and leper colony 
~ en she was young, Miller 
'ta Uled. She thought she would 

s me a missionary doctor and 
~ 
lea 

Instead she became a wife, They saw 400 patients a day, Some of them were her best 
mother, and intensive care including a lady who had lost six friends. 
nurse in Little Rock, Ark. children. Her hands and arms She said the disease took 

" 'Living the Call' is hard were hurt and infected from dig- feeling from their hands, noses, 
because it's not always your ging through mud which cov- and ears and destroys cartilage. 
plan," said Miller, referring to ered a bus. Her children were on Her father loosened tendons 
the theme of the Get-Together. the bus. j through surgery to help the peo-

"Living the Call" is what your Miller and her father met the / ple with leprosy regain some 
children say about you and what prime minister of the country, movement in their hands. Then 
you do 2417, she explained. who had been treated by her they could produce carvings out 

Being a nurse is an opportu- father when he was a child and of wood to sell for a little income, 
nity to live the eaU, she said, and very sick. ~, said Miller. 
is "the perfect opportunity to She encouraged the group to KAYE MILLER speaks to the Today's leprosy is AIDS, she 
live out the Scripture." go o~ missions trips, noting any crowd gathered for a general suggested. Most people "don't 

Jesus heale9 apd nurses do Christian is qualified. TheJie are session of the Missions Get- want to touch them or be near 
the same by help~ng people 3.58 billion people in the world Together held in Gatlinburg. them." 
"when they're hurling so bad who ha~e not heard the name of She recalled standing outside 
that they can't break through Jesus in their-Qwn language, she lowship is open to anyone in the the room of an AIDS patient, her 
that pain to even listen to any- reported. medical profession who has a first to treat as a nurse, and feel
thing." She asked the group to help license, the group learned. ing like she couldn't go in. She 

Nurses, whether they are the many medical missionaries Miller said she gained much had a family with young chil-
charge nurses, team nurses, or and to pray for them. They often from her missions experiences. dren who needed her, thought 
staff nurses, ha\l'e a "captive work "with just primitive Her family lived in a town "in Miller. But she did go in and 
audience," she said with a smile. things," she said. the bush," she described. It had found a two-year-old girl was 

She said she has gained Nurses involved in missions one road in and her family the patient. 
much from being involved in sometimes help train student owned the only car in the town. She said Christian nurses 
this "hands-,on ministry," such as nurses. "You will never be the The hospital had 75 beds. Her should realize that they are the 
discipline. same and you will always want mother developed a nursing "hands and feet and heart of 

She told of going with her to be going back." school to train nurses. The leper 
father to help tsunami victims a Miller encouraged the group colony was located behind the 
month after the tsunami struck. to become involved in the Bap- hospital. 
They were able to respond tist Nursing Fellowship. The fel- Miller said the people who 

Jesus. 
"You have a unique gift that 

you can offer the Lord through 
nursing," said Miller. 0 

~~~ ~ 006 annual survey of TBC churches shoVIs ••• 
entt ::ontinued from page 1 of Jesus Christ." School principles still work Reported SS Attendance 
~- :n the previous year and Mark Miller, state Sunday when worked. Sunday School 

ofm nk the Lord for the inten- School director, said, "Ten- is still the evangelistic and 
lirt 1.al evangelistic efforts of nessee Baptists are making a assimilation arm of the church. 
e t.nessee Baptists. clear statement the Sunday New members and worship 

ss f ~ the Apostle Paul said School movement is alive and attendees must be connected to 
o~ ~getting those things which thriving~ With less churches a small group or Sunday 
· behind ... we press on' and reporting in 2006, both Sunday School class. 
g t must always remember School enrollment and atten- ~our Sunday School team 
aSif re are still' three million dance have shown increases. desires to partner with your 
~ s lost people in the Volun- "'Over the last 25 years, the church in fitlfiJJing the Great 
a r State. more people we saw in our Commission and Great Com-

ftd ~ilmore added, "Someone Sunday Schools the more we mand.ment by doing everything 
• said. 'It's only good news saw stirring the waters of our we can to assist you in develOJr 

--' hey hear it in time.' This baptistries. And this year was ing healthy, growing churches 
Of ninds us of the urgent no exception. The Sunday through Sunday School. Praise 

pe lerative that lies before School enrollment and atten- the Lord that people are being 
be May God's blessings be dance increased as well as ba~ reached. the Word is being a )D you 8S you keep press- tisms. taught, and lives are being t::rans-

00 on to share the good news Miller added, .. Sunday forme(L" concluded :MilleT. :J 

ss 
Size 

1-49 
50-99 
100-149 

150-199 I 
I 

I 2Q0-299 
3Q0-399 I 
400-499 I I 
500-599 
600-699 I 1
700-799 

800-899 
190()..999 
I 

1 , ()()()-1 ,900 

2.000~plus I I 

Totals 

#of #of 
churches- 2006 churchH- 2005 

978 1,074 

713 733 
261 2n 
135 I 127 

123 I 123 

53 I 55 
30 I 37 

17 12 

12 I 11 

7 8 
9 12 

9 I 8 
27 21 

5 6 
2,379 I 2.504 
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1MB missionaries 
recuperate after 
attack in Tanzania 
Baptist Press 

VALLEY SPRINGS, Ark. 
- Southern Baptist mission
aries Carl and Kay Garvin 
have returned to t heir home 
state of Ark ansas and are 
recuperating after robbers 
attacked t hem in a hotel south 
of Moshi, Tanzania, in Febru
ary. 

for about six weeks before 
returning to Kenya for cluster 
meetings with other mission
aries and for a women's prayer 
retreat. They expect to be back 
in Moshi by the middle of May. 

"It was quite an ord~" 
Garvin said of the attack. "It 
was very frightening. But even 
so, we did not lose our a bility 
to th ink coh eren tly. We could 
still think and r espond appro
priately t hrough all of it .... 

"We do not want t o be seen 
as h eroes, because God is the 
hero. Throughout this experi
ence, He sh owed u s and m any 
others wh o He is in His grace 

Austin tapped to 
lead S.C. Baptists 
Baptis1 Press 

COLUMBIA. S.C.- A seven
member search committee seek
ing a new executive director
treasurer of the South Carolina 
Baptist Convention has found 
its nominee in Missouri. 

Jim Austin, an associate 
executive director of the Mis
souri Bapt ist Convention, is the 
committee's unanimous choice 
to succeed Carlisle Driggers, 
who retired at the end of Febru-
ary after 15 years as the conven-

tion's top official. He has contin
ued to assist in the work of the 
convention as the search com
mittee continued its work. 

If approved by the oonven· 
tion's executive board, Austin's 
name would be presented to mes
sengers for their vote at a called 
session of the South Carolina 
Baptist Convention. No date has 
been set for a called convention, 
which will meet in Columbia. 
Late April is considered a likely 
time for the special convention. 

Austin, 53, has been with the 
Missouri convention for a year 
and a half He has held supervi
sory responsibilities in the min-Kay Garvin, wh o was shot 

in the chest, "is healing won
derfully well" and "is able to do 
anything she wants," said h er 
husband, who is healing more 
slowly from surgery because of 
a broken arm, severe lacer a
tions, and ligament damage to 
his knee. 

·----------------------------------· and power. Miracles bubbled 1 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

out of this in our lives and in I 
th e lives of oth ers who h eard : 
of this." 0 1 

GROW YOUR 
CHURCH FASTER ... 

I 
I 

Buses provided for UfeWay by 

Carpenter Bus Sales 
Franklin, TN • S ince 1953 

1-615-376-2287 

1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 
"I'm restricted on doing th e 

things I like to do," Carl 
Garvin said, adding that his 
arm is so fragile h e will not be 
allowed to use it for three 
months. 

Strengthen gJJ. of your church 
communications tools: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

·----------------------------------· 

The machete on e robber 
used to h ack at his arm cut out 
a wedge of bone, so h e h as a 
plate in th e arm. H e also h as 
h a d knee surgery. 

The Garvins were initially 
t reated at a Moshi clinic before 
being airlifted to a h ospital in 
Nairobi, Kenya. They arrived 
h ome in Valley Sprin gs, Ark., 
March 8 and plan t o be th ere 

Arkansas Baptist 
Children's Homes 

has houseparent positions available: 
• Arkansas Baptist Home 

for Children 
• Arkansas Baptist Boys Ranch 
• Paragould Emergency Shelter 
Contact: Charles Flynn: 501-376-
4791 x 5167; cflynn@abchomes.org. 
abchomes is an agency of the AR 
Baptist State Convention and is 
compliant with Section 504 of the 
Rehab Act of 1973. 

www.abchomes.org 

• Bulletins & Newsletters 
• Advertising & Promotion 
• Church Website 
• Visitor's Brochure 

Look for my "Touch-Points" 
column regularly in the Baptist & 
Reflector. 

Woody Murray 
Church Communications Special

ist 
615-646-5725 

rwoodymurray@ comcast.net 

Affordable Beachside & 
Beachfront Vacation 

Condos Spring Specials 
Gulf Shores & Orange 

Beach, Alabama 
Wlll(l/IL.giJJfso_g_res~Qndoi_.~om 

(over 50 units to choose from) 

2 nights efficiency sleeps 4 
beachside $256.00; 4 nights 

2 bedroom sleeps 6 beachside 
$605.00; 2 nights 1 bedroom 
sleeps 6 beachfront $383.00: 
4 nights 2 bedroom sleeps 6 

beachfront $650.00 Prices include 
everything (rent-tax-cleanup-parking) 
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 

(expires 5/25/07) 

AnE.NTION: CHOIRS! E.NSEMBU.SI PRAISE. BANDS! SOLOISTS! 

www. grace wo rksst:u d i o. corn 

B65-687-3i!1D 

A Washington, D.C. Experience 
Mount Vernon & Monticello Plantation, T he W hite House & U.S. 
Capitol, Smithsonian & World War II Museum. And much more 
of what Washington offers. Professional D.C. Guide Daily. 
$899.00 per person September 17-23. 

-----------
Canada's Niagara Falls & Lancaster, PA. 

Scenic Niagara Falls, Niagara-on-the Lake, Famous Floral 
Clock, Canadian Dinner Show, Skylon Tower Dinner, Amish 
farmland & Quilt Shop, NEW Biblical Show, In the Beginning, 
$799 per person May 21-27. 

EnJoy the fun of Group Travel 
Personable Tour Leader, Maude Sisco 

From: Chattanooga, Cleveland, Athena, & Knoxvtlle 
lrtps are popular. Space Is limited, Call me now! 1.800.464.7687 

Depart September 15, 2007: travel with other Southern Baptists 
and your Baptist Chaplain, Rev. Bernie Parker 

''Autumn Leaves'' 
Tour Visits 

Historical East 
15 Days from $1148* 

Depart September 15, 2007, with other Baptists ~nd 
combine a New England & East Coast historical tour with 
fall foliage. Start in Philadelphia; travel on your comfortable 
motor-coach through the mountains, offering spectacular 
and colorful vistas. There's included sight-seeing in 
Philadelphia (Independence Hall & ·the Liberty Bell); New 
York City; Milford, and New Haven. You'll visit gorgeous 
mansions of Newport, Rl; tour Boston including the Old 
North Church, The Boston Common, Bunker Hill and USS 
Constitution. There's even one free day in Boston with an 
optional tour to historic Concord, Lexington, Gloucester, 
and "bewitching" Salem. Next, travel through the White ~d 
Green Mountains to French Canada: Quebec and Montreal, 
both with city tours, and travel along the St. Lawrence in 
"upper NY" to Niagara Falls. YMT will also take you to 
Gettysburg, Am!sh Country, Valley Forge, Hershey World 
and other attractions before flying home. This will be 
Reverend Parker's second trip as a Your Man Tours Baptist 
Clergy 'host. He bas led over 50 travel groups over the 
years and has recently retired after 29 years as Minister of 
Music at the First Baptist Church in Columbia, Mississippi. 
*Prices, per person, double occpy. start at only $1148 
including all taxes. Add $600 r/t airfare from Huntsville, AL; 
Nashville, Knoxville, Memphis or Chattanooga, TN. Space 
is limited to 46 on our Baptist motor-coach. $300 deposits 
are now due. 

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week: 

1YOUR MAN' TOURS 
1-800-968-7626 

America's First Choice for travel since 19671 

istries of Sunday Schoo 
cipleship, family life. 
youth and rollege. t(' 

and ministerinl sel"\ice 
Austin has "'ide e 

in the field of mission 
served as n missional') 
man in the Philippine: 
has served as an 1MB 1 

Austin also has l 
torates in 
Gainesville, Ga., and 
Va. a 

MINISTRY - STUl 
Unaka Ave. Baptist 
seeks part-time studen 
Please send ·resume/i 
1213 E. Unaka Ave., 
City, TN 37601 or T 
Stories ThatTell .com. 

++++ 
Bethlehem Baptist 
Crossville, Tenn., is ~ 
part-time youth pastor. 
ments include at lea 
leadership experience • 
assisting a church y< tli m 
istry. Please send yoL 
with references to bbc 
frontiernet.net or 62 
Farm Rd., Crossville, T 

New Hope Baptist Chu 
Tenn., is searching for 
tional minister of stude t:.l 
are interested or know f 
one who is, please col 

.. tor John Fields at (1 ' 
4566 or chairman Joe 
(731) 643-7427 or you 
resume to New Hop 
Church, 876· North 
Dyer, TN 38330. 

First Baptist 
Decaturville, Tenn., is 
seeking a part-time yo 
ter. The candidate mus' 
imum of 21 years old. 
ed, send a resume to 1 

Minister Search Comrr 
Box 296, Decaturville, 
or e-mail your resume 
t istdecaturville @ tds.n 
more information plea: 
church at (731) 852-M 
http://dfb.faithslte.corr 
more about the church 

++++ 
Erin Baptist Church s 
time youth minister, { 
3439, P. o . Box 41a 
37061 . 

MINISTRY - 01 
The Human Resource 
the Executive Board < 
nessee Baptist C 
announces that applic 
being accepted for tt 
of Graphic Desigm 
Shared Ministries Gro 
contact the Human 
Office, P.O. Box 728, f 
TN 37024, (615) 37 
further information. 13eM 
information about this 
available on our Wt 
www. tnbaptlst . org. 
persons must submit 
tlon to be considered 
tion. 
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~~ t3f ~kfast is for everyone -· . -onary ramara Quintana .. 
)~ tist Press 
lMBtt~ 
1aa h Jrowing up in north central Texas in the 1970s afford-
~gant e the privilege of watching Icky Twerp and Slam 
and } g Theatre each school day during breakfast. Notice I 

, "during breakfast." There was no such thing as skip
- breakfast in my home. My mother called it "brain 

1m! ~ of breakfast as jumper cables to jump-start your 
--.L (engihe) each morning. By the time morning rolls 
STUll d most of us have not eaten anything since supper. 
tplist could be up to 12 hours without food. What fuel do 
1ld&Ohl <expect your body to-work on if you don't give it break
Jrne/i I've heard all of the excuses, but I'll list a few for 
1\ve., J - entertainment: 
or i "I don't have time to eat breakfast." 
m. 'oerhaps it's true that you don't h ave time to prepare a 
· + Lkfast and then sit down at the table to eat it, but you 
list ( 'take breakfast on the road. And, it doesn't have to be 
Is !akfast foods." You need a fruit/vegetable, fibeF . an.d 

lSior. ~in. Here are a few ideas: fruit, yogurt, and granola; 
I~ .led drinks in a thermos; low calorie instant break-

nee drink; peanut butter and banana on wheat toast, 
:h . ide milk; breakfast cereal in a small glass and milk 
t yOu~ mon.,spill container. 
I blxfj "Don't doughnuts count as breakfast?" · 
· 626 truth, one doughnut would count for both breakfast 
lie, T~ unch based on the fat content. One glazed doughnut 
~ a bout 13 grams of fat, of which 5.2 grams is saturat
Chu~ ough:quts are not a healthy choice for anyone. 
~ 1011' "Ifl eU"breakfast I get hungry before lunch." 
1UdeiJ: ~en eat a mid-morning snack. Getting hungry before 
mow~ J;:1 means your metabolism is working. Metabolism is 
3 cot bally the process of your body turning food into ener-
3t ~ u need energy for even the basics; breathing, circu
~~J g blood, repairing cells, etc. You want to_ get your 
,OOIJU lbolism started each morning. This is a good thing! 
HOM, "'' don't like breakfast foods." 
1h 1 :$I don't have to like traditional ·breakfast foods. 

'e are no rules as long as you consume a fruit/veg-. 
~ ~-e, a source of fiber and a source of protein. 

• 
e creative. Be original. But be sure you get breakfast 

. , 1s 1 day. CJ - Quintana is director of the employee well-
e program for GuideStone Financial Resources of the 

11ust i'lern Baptist Convention. 

pld.l 
do 
•mm 

ille, ul searching 
met 
js.n u gh X. Lewis 
tl~ 
2-461 y night I go soul searching 

m ~ay me down to sleep. 
rch e another day is passing, 
~ [ worthy of my keep? 

h 5el neglect to share my faith 
(, (9 some poor lost soul today? 
10, [ again have the same chance 

I just let slip away? .. 

..I: :tould nightly go soul searching -
Otr ur hearts right with the Lord; 
rc8$ the mind and body resting, 
~ 'l.e spirit be restored. 

CL 1 L art ... 
~~ 1 ng e ue :reJOtcmg 

th what I did or said? 
someone whose hopes were f~d.ing 

gner with courage look ahead? 
[OJ . 

n A :lose my eyes in slumber 
s [ hope that God ·will say. 

37 l1ave earned one more tomorrow 
e work you\re done today." 

iSJ pyright by Hugh X. Lewis. Lewis, a Baptist layman, is 
wel aureate of Christian country music in Tennessee. He 

rritten more than 250 songs and is featured daily on 
· j :outhem gospel radio stations throughout the country. 

available to speak to church and senior adult groups. 
ore information. call (615) 883-0086. 

' 

Jesus died for us 
By Dean Sisk 

Focal Passage: John 12:12-15; 
13:21, 26-27; 19:16b-19, 33-37 
The message of the cross of J esus 

Christ is the very heart of the 
Christian faith, and if that heart 
were removed, there would be no 
worthy faith to profess. As Paul 
emphasized to the Corinthians, "For 
I passed on to you as most impor
tant what I a lso received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures" (I Corinthians 15:3, 
HCSB). The primary importance of 
the cross is why the apostle earlier 
told them, "' determined to know 
nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified" (2:2, 
HCSB). 

The cross h eralds the incredible 
proclamation that Jesus Christ is 
King - King of kings, and Lord of 
lords (Revelation 19:16). This truth 
accentuates the mysterious and 
massive wisdom of God, as He used 
an event universally considered as 
the most demeaning and humiliat
ing form of punishment - "a stum
bling block to the Jews and foolish
ness to the Gentiles" (I Corinthians 
1:23b, HCSB) - and transformed it 
into the only means of redemption 
for the human race: "Yet to those 
who are called, both J ews and 
Greeks, Christ is God's power and 
God's wisdom" (I Corinthians 1:24, 
HCSB). . 

In our focal passages, the profes
sion of Jesus Christ as the King who 
died for us was expressed in unusu
al and remarkable ways, as G<Jd 

used three particular scenarios to 
declare His message. 

The crowd proclaimed that Jesus 
Christ is King (John 12:12-15). 
Combined with the growing news of 
Jesus having raised Lazarus from 
the dead (v. 17), along with the 
annual observance of the Passover, 
huge crowds thronged about Jesus 
as He made His way for the last 
time into Jerusalem. What they 
said and what they did clearly indi
cates their belief (or perhaps, their 
fervent and nationalistic hope) that 
Jesus was indeed the long-awaited 
Messiah. They spread palm branch
es before Him (v. 13), and they 
shouted t he words of P salms 
118:25-26, both of which expressed 
the Messianic hopes of the Jews. 
And, unlike His previous efforts to 
avoid or even squelch public specu
lation about His kingship, this time 
J esus welcomed their words and 
actions. Though His mode of trans
portation was unusual (kings usual
ly rode war horses, or drove chari
ots), His entry on a donkey empha
sized His coming to bring people 
into a r~lationship of peace with 
God (Romans 5:1). Though the 
crowds in the coming days clamored 
for His crucifixion, God nonetheless 
used them here to unwittingly 
shout the gospel truth. 

A pagan ruler proclaimed that 
Jesus Christ is King (16b-19). All 
four gospels tell us that the Roman 
governor Pontius Pilate had this 
sign put on Jesus' cross. This ambi
tious and thuggish man surely 
meant it as an insult to his J ewish 

Sunday Scltooll on 
Bible Studi for tile 

ptil J 
opponents, and his earlier com
ments verify that he did not believe 
the truth about Christ, or even in 
truth itself (18:38); but again, as 
with the fickle crowd, God used a 
brutish pagan to proclaim infallible 
truth about Christ. 

The cross proclaimed that tTesus 
Christ is King (19:33-37). The world 
at that time used the cross only to 
intimidate their enemies and 
humiliate and execute their oppo
nents. 

It is for that very reason that the 
Christian message of the cross' glo
rious redemption is considered "a 
stumbling block" and even "foolish
ness" (I Corinthians 1:23) to those 
who are blind to its truth. Yet 
despite the world's unbelief, 
ridicule, and aggressive opposition, 
God has used the message of the 
cross and the Christ of that cross to 
draw people to Himself (John 3:14). 

In fact, the day is coming when 
all of creation - including the fick
le crowds, the betrayer Judas, and 
the cynical Pilate - will bow their 
knees and "confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
t he Father" (Philippians 2: llb, 
HCSB). 

Until that time, we have ames
sage to share - the message of 
~hrist crucified. 0 - Sisk is pastor 
of Belle Aire Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro. 

Exercise submission's· power 
By Tim West 

Focal Passage: I Peter 3:1-12 
Introduction: This passage 

must be read carefully and com
pletely. Last week, we learned we 
have a job to do (Philippians 2:12-
13). Here are soine of the job open
ings available: 

Help wanted! Looking for 
Godly wives. Investment oppor
tunity! Must be flexible, open
minded, and have a long-term 
vision. Please contact: I Peter 
3:1-6. Job description includes 
the following: "Wives, be in sub
jection to your own husbands ... " (v. 
1). Remember, experience is unac
ceptable. "Subjection" or "submis
sion" is a red flag (a threat to many 
wives). WIVes must approach the 
biblical concept of "submission" 
with flexibility. "Submit" is a mili
tary term meaning, "to arrange 
under." Unfortunately, many wives 
feel like they engage the enemy 
(their husbands) daily. Wives 
approach this concept with great 
caution, and even with an unwill
ingness to entertain such a thought. 
The biblical meaning "submission., 
is shaded by their personal experi
ences, many of which are painful. 
Peter offers specific instructions on 
how wives should relate to their 
husbands. believers and unbeliev
ers .• The primary focus in this pas
sage is the unbelieving husband. 

First. Peter writes, "' ... they also 
may be won by the beha''ior of the 
wives· (v. 1) \\-m your husband with 

your behavior. This is where "a long 
term vision" is essential. Yes, this is 
difficult and time cons11ming, but 
with God's help, it . is possible. 
Second, Peter writes, "Whose adorn
ing, let it not be that outward 
adorning of the braiding of the hair, 
and of wearing of gold, or of putting 
on apparel" (v. 3). Win your husband 
with beauty, not outer beauty, but 
inner beauty: "But let it be the hid
den man of the heart ... " (v. 4). More 
specifically, Peter states, ".. . even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
great price" (v. 4). "Quiet" does not 
mean "out of sight; out of mind." 
However, it does not mean as Helen 
Reddy sang, "I am woman, hear me 
roar !" "Meek" does not mean 
"weak." "Meekness" is "strength 
under control." Shower your hus
band with grace! 

Help wanted! Looking for 
Godly husbands. Do you want 
to be "the man?" Will train. 
Please contact: I Peter 3:7. If you 
want to be "the man," try being a 
"Godly husband." 

Concerning your wives, Peter 
writes, " ... dwell with them accord
ing to knowledge ... " (v. 7). This is 
not rocket science; get to "'know" 
your wife. No, I mean get to 
"'KNOW"' your wife. "Knowledge· 
means, .. seek to understand."' Peter 
continues to write. ..... giving honor 
unto the wife ..... (v. 7). In chapter 1~ 
regarding the trial of your faith, this 
same word -honur" is tnmslated 
·pn:cious"' (v. 7). In chapter 2. the 

Suaclay. Sdtool lesson 
Exphve 1M 8iltle 

April I 
word "honor" is also translated "pre
cious" speaking of those "who 
believe he (Jesus) is precious" (v. 7). 
Now in 3:7, Peter uses the same 
word translated "honor." Your wife is 
precious; honor her as such! 
Husbands, when you get the urge to 
"show-out," just count 1, 2, 3, 7. 

Peter provides a special insight 
to assist the husband in under
standing his wife. The wife is "the 
weaker vessel" (v. 7) Generally, the 
wife is physically weaker than the 
husband. Nevertheless, this does 
not mean the wife is less valuable or 
inferior to the husband. 

On the contrary, it can mean she 
is more valuable; delicate usually 
means more valuable. I believe that 
clothes dryers are smarter than 
some husbands. At least a clothes 
dryer has a delie:ate cycle. Many 
men would not know this. It is true; 
check it out. Your wife needs your 
attention; get to know her, she needs 
to feel precious, and she needs to 
know she is valuable to you. 

Conclusion. Do you need a 
blessing? Are you looking for love 
in all the wrong places? A:re you 
looking for compatibility? Do you 
need peace in your life? Do you 
feel all .ll.lone? If this sound like 
you, please contact: I Peter 3:8-12. 
!..I - West IS pastor of Hornsby 
Baotist Church. Hornsby 

-
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Deaths 
• Lloyd E. Twitchell of 

Morristown, 73, a Tennessee 
Baptist pastor, died March 11. 
He was a member of Grace Bap
tist Church, Morristown, and 
served as pastor of the Regency 
Retirement Village, Morristown, 
for 13 years. He served as pastor 
of Tennessee and North Caroli
na churches including Montvue 
and Witt Baptist churches, both 
in M~rristown; Bible's Chapel 
Baptist Church, Midway; and 
First Baptist Church, Bean Sta
tion. He ministered in song each 
week on a Morristown radio sta
tion for many years. He is sur
vived by his wife of 50 ·years, 
Jean Fine Twitchell, and family. 

+ Clyde Bolinger of Mid
dlesboro, Ky. , 76, a retired Ten
nessee Baptist pastor, died Feb. 
3. A native of Claiborne County, 
he served as pastor at Carr's 
Chapel Baptist Church, Speed
well; Shawanee Baptist Church, 
Shawanee; Cave Springs ·Bap
tist Church, Tazewell; and Fre
donia Baptist Church, 
Crossville. He also served as 
pastor of several churches in 
Kentucky. He was a member of 
Gap Creek Baptist Church, 
Arthur, at the time of his death. 
He graduated from Lin-coln 
Memorial University, Harro
gat~, and taught in the public 

· schools for 30 years and at a 
Christian school in Kentucky. 
He is survived by his wife of 50 
years, Betty Thacker Bolinger, 
and family. 

Leaders 
+ Tennessee Baptist Adult 

Homes, Brentwood, has named 
Jim Highland director of 
development, effective April 2. 
He is development director of 
the College of Business at Mid
dle Tennessee State University, 
Murfreesboro, and directs Mas
ter Resources Inc., which is a 
consulting service in the area of 
fundraising. Master Resources 
also provides Christian Counsel-

HIGHLAND 

ing Services in 
Tullahoma, 
Shelbyville , 
and Murfrees
boro. Master 
Re s ources, 
which he 
founded, has 
operated for 
12 years. 
Highland also 

was with Cargill Associates, 
Fort Worth, Texas, a company 
providing church fundraising 
consultation; and has been pas
tor of Cumberland Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, and five 
churches in Kentucky. He is a 
member of First Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro. John 
Rush, former director of devel
opment of TBAH, retired Dec. 7, 
2006, after serving five years. 

+ Billy Ross, pastor of 
Thompson Creek Baptist 
Church, Como, and Randy 
Miller, pastor of Faxon Baptist 
·Church, Big Sandy, served Feb. 
12-28 on an evangelistic missiol) 
trip to Uganda and Southern 
Sudan with three other men . . 
from out of state. The team 
spent 16 days preaching to pas~ 
tor's conferences and to church-

- es where they saw about 50 peo
ple come to know Jesus Christ 
as Savior. 

A MISSIONS FAIR was held by the Woman's Missionary Union 
of Shiloh Baptist Association Feb. 21. Leading· the fair was Anna 
Jo Crabb, WMU director of the association. It was held at First 
Baptist Church, Adamsville. IN PHOTO ABOVE is Robert 
Hughes, in wheelchair, at the exhibit of First Baptist. He helped 
construct part of the display and is active in missions trips. IN 
PHOTO BELOW Katie Franklin, a missionary to Africa, 
describes some of her work. She and her husband are at Union 
University, Jackson. 

+ Central Baptist Church, 
Brighton, bas called Greg Jor
dan as pastor effective Feb. 18. 
The church also has seen 10 peo
ple baptized since the beginning 
of the church year. 

• Una Baptist Church, 
Nashville, has called Larry 
Floyd of Mooresville, Ind., as 
pastor. He will begin his mm
istry April 22. 

Churches 
+ Salem Baptist Church, 

Knoxville, will hold revival 
April 1-4. Morris Anderson, 
evangelist of Maryville, will 
speak. 

+ East Maryville Baptist 
. Church, Maryville, will hold a 

prayer service on April 7 at 10 
a.m. for Karen Alexander
Doyel, a consultant for minis
ters wives ministry at LifeWay 
Christian Resources, Nashville. 
She is ill with leukemia. 

+ Petros Baptist Church,_ 
Petros, will host _a revival April 
1-4. Randy Roper will speak. For 
information, call (423) 324-2722. 

Associations 
+ Holston Student Confer

ence 2007, sponsored by the 
Holston Bapt~st Association, 
Johnson City, will be held March 
30 - April 1 at Life Way Ridge
crest Conference Center1 Ridge
crest, N.C. Featured personali
ties include· Bryan Currie and 
Joel Engle. For information, call 
(423) 929-1196 or visit www.
hbastudeJ.'ltconference.com. 

Eveots 
+ Tennessee Missionary 

Parents' Retreat will be .held 
March 30-31 at the Baptist Cen
ter, Brentwood. The retreat is 
hosted by Tennessee Woman's 
Missionary Union. For infor
mation, contact Vickie Anderson 
at vanderson@tnbaptist.org or 
(615) 371-2038. 

Schools . 
+ Union University, Jack

son, will hold its biannual con
ference on Bible study April 27-
28. The theme for this year's 
conference is "One Bible, One 

Gospel: Exploring the Unity of 
Scripture." Paul House, ass6ci· 
ate dean and professor of divini 
ty at Beeson Divinity School in 
Birmingham, Ala.. will be the 
plenary speaker. Other guest 
spea.\>ers include Ken Mathews, 
professor of divinity at Beeson 

Divinity School, and 
Osborne, professor of ~ 
tament at Trinity Evt 
Divinity School. One l 
session will consider • 
For information. visit v 
edulcenterslbiblicnVeve 
or call <731) 661-5579. 

PARTICIPANTS OF the Children's Church of First 
Church, Wartrace, stand with director Janet Fox on ~ 

Sunday morning. The church's children's program he 
expanded recently and now-includes classes for ages : 
11 a.m. -noon on St..mdays and from 6-7 p.m. on we. 
nights. 

JI/YI PHILLIPS, minister of recreation, First Baptist 
Clarksville, stands with Ann Phillips, his wife, arrrl Mike c 
chairman of the deacons, on the occasion of his rece 
ment recognition. He served (he church for 15 years. 

NEWLY ELECTED deacons of First Baptist Church, C 
stand with Mike Carrigan, left, chairman of deacons; a 
Freeman, right, pastor. ihey are, from left, Scott ~ 
Joseph Cherry, and Chris Barnett. 

ELECTED REGIONAL PROMOTION directors of Tennessee Woman:S Missionary Union 
during the business meeting held at the Missions Get-Together in Gatlinburg were, from 
row, Norma Hancock, Smithville, north central; Louise Borden, Sweetwater, southeast;~ 
Pearson, Lebanon, central; back row, Ruth McNabb, Unicoi, northeast; Martha Pitts, 
southwest; and Wilma Hundley. Humboldt, northwest. 


