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'dd Stewart follows passion for folks in 'center cities' 
nnie Davis Bushey 
t and Reflector 

OXVILLE - "It's my cal1ing but 
d," said Todd Stewart as he sat in 

1ce in an old duplex located in the 
city or "center city" as he calls it of 
·ne. 
oss the street is a house which 
oarded up by a group Stewart led 

of illegal activity there. Also 
· the street is a ho;me operated by 

Challenge, a recovery program for 
with addiction and other prob-

~:>wsarr. referred to his calling to the 
city and to lead others to be here. 

also is known as the Five 
Community and East Knoxville. 

alf!O js pastor of Mosaic Com
Church, which he helped start. 

uthern Baptists aren't connecting 
'

4 some of the things that God is up 
- e ... not because we don't care but 

;:'• se we're not here," explained Stew
'JSI cr him, it took a series of events to 
·Gil · m here. 

located in the center.city. 
The ·church also developed a Latino 

congregation and became vecy involved 
in Venezuela. . 

Yet Stewart felt called to the center 
city when he left the church, which he 
led fer about 10 years. He also has "been 

' . youth pastor of Grace Baptist Church, 
Knoxville. 

He's been a Southern Baptist all of 
his life and has observed that most 
Southern Baptist churches lack diversi
ty. Members of a certain church ~e from 
a certain ethnic and socio-economic 
group, said Stewart. 

Actually, even churches in the center 
city lack diversity, he continued. 

Yet the Bible says. in Revelation that 
"heaven is filled with all of us," said 
Stewart. 

He visited various churches in other 
cities and found diverse congregations. 

• 

~ ... !Ce1 ile he was pastor of Bridgewater 
st Church, Knoxville, formerly 
Knoxville Baptist Church, he led 

Several months later he and Stanley 
Taylor, a friend who works for Knoxville 
Leadership Foundation and was a mem
ber-o£ Bridgewater .Baptist, started t-eal
izing that God was calling them to start 
a churCh for the center city of Knoxville. 

Today, Mosaic Community Church 
draws about 50 "volunteer staff'' and 
visitors each week to Sunday morning 
- See Todd Stewart, page 4 

TODD STEWART, founding pastor of Mosaic Community Church, Knoxville, stands 

to begin a ministry in the 
Homes public housing project 

on the porch of a duplex located in the inner city whioh_houses his office . .The church 
meets at Vine Middle School. Stewart also is developing-inner city ministries through 
Knoxville Baptist Association and community efforts. 

Jackson church h-as smooth transition 

-When it comes 
ling pa~tors, Englewood 
t Church here is cer

not typical of most 

Southern Baptist churches. 
Convention-wide, the average 

tenure of a Southern Baptist 
pastor at one church is believed 
to be about five years, according 
to Bill Northcott of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention staff 

And when Phil Jatt, past 
president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, retired as 
pastor of Englewood Baptist 
on March 30, the church didn't 
miss a beat. 

Two days later, on April 1, 

IIANDRELL, right. new pastor at Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson. has two former pastors 
• church now servmg on staff- Phil Jett. center. who retired from the church on March 30 after 
srs as pastor. and Paul WiUiams who served the church from 1968-82. The pastors are joined by 
spouses, from left, Mildred Williams, Marilyn Jett. and Lyn/ey Mandrell. 

Ben Mandrell was installed as . 
just the third pastor the church 
has had since 1968. 

And to further distinguish 
Englewood from other South
ern Baptist churches, the two 
previous pastors - Jett and 
Paul Williams - will serve on 
Englewood's staff under. the 
leadership of Mandre~ who 
was no stranger tO the Engle
wood church family himself 

Mandrell served as part
time college minister at Engle
wood for two years before join
ing the staff full-time in 2004 
as assistant to the pastor-direc
tor of college ministry. 

Englewood did not go 
through the typical process of 
calling a new pastor when 
Jett's retirement neared. 

Instead of naming a pastor 
or pulpit search committee, 
Englewood chose to select a 
transition committee. 

-There is nowhere in the 
Bible w~re it says you have to 
have a pastor search commit
tee,"' Jett observed. "There is no 
biblical mandate on how to 
transition from one pastor to 
another." be continued. 
- See Jackson, page 9 

IBC giving 
remains strong 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Gifts 
from Tennessee Baptist Con
vention churches .continue to 
be ahead of last year's pace 
after five months of the cur
rent fiscal year which began 
Nov. 1, 2006. 

In March, TBC churches 
gave $3,199,628 through the 
Cooperative Program. 

For the yeaT-to-date, 
churches have given a total of 
$16,144,442, an increase of 
$498,492 or 3.19 percent 
over the same time frame 
last year. • 

Gifts also are $727.775 or 
4. 72 percent over budget 
needs aft.er five months. 

"We are pleased and 
grateful for Tennessee Bap
tists· commitment to mis
sions and ministry needs in 
our state and around the 
world." said James Porch, 
TBC executive directorltn:as
urer. 

hWe trust GOO•s people will 
continue to give generous})' 
and sacrificially as we share 
His love throughout Ten
nessee and our world.-

• 
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Study fin'ds ·misuse 
of ministry funds 
by some groups 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - ABC News 
targeted the spending habits of 
the heads of some Christian 
ministry organizations that 
repeatedly ask people for mone
tary donations, with its "20/20" 
newsmagazine citing multimil
lion-dollar mansions and a pri
vate jet, for example, owned by 
Paul and Jan Crouch of Trinity 
Broadcasting Network. 

"We've all been trained to not 
even think, to just give the 
money over and not ask ques
tions and to just not be good 
stewards," Rusty Leonard, 
founder of Stewardship Part
ners, said on 20/20 March 23. 
"And all the satisfaction we get 
is in· the act of giving, not of 
making sure that actual good 
work gets done." 

Leonard became so disturbed 
by the misuse of ministry funds 
that he started a website called 

• 
ministrywatch .com, which mon
itors the spending habits of a 
significant m,unber of Christian 
groups. He helps the public keep 
tabs on which organizations are 
trustworthy with money and 
which ones don't have financial 
transparency. 

"It's a huge red flag. Nobody 
should donate to any of those 
ministries. There's no point in 
donating to a ministry that 
wants to take your money but 
not tell you a thing about how 
they're going to spend that 
money," Leonard told ABC. " ... 
I'm human, you're human. If I 
had no constraints on me,· I'd 
probably do all kinds of stupid · 
things." 

Trinity Broadcasting Net
work, the largest religious 
broadcaster in the world, is on 
Leonard's "Donor Alerts" list 
because he has serious concerns 
about how money given to the 
group is spent. 

TBN "sits on a $340 million 
cash hoard and owns houses in 
an exclusive Orange County, 
Calif., community hidden behind 
very regal gates," ABC reported. 
~'They control .a mansion worth 
about $4 million, and an even · 
bigger one- over 10,000 square 
feet - that's worth about $6 mil
lion. The Crouches also travel 
the world in a jet worth a report
ed $7 million." 

Paul Crouch's response to 
criticism of his lavish lifestyle, 
20/20 said, is, "If God's people 
are as poor as Job's turkey, who's 
going to pay to send the gospel 
to the ends of the earth?" 

TBN Vice President Paul 
Crouch Jr. issued a response to 
the broadcast, saying the pro
gram was based on "unreliable," 
"outdated," and "incomplete" 
information and had us ed a 
"prejudiced source" - presum
ably referring to Leonard. · 

Ministrywatch.com gets 
about 4,000 hits a day, Leonard 
said, and some groups are actu
ally asking him to evaluate 

na io al I s a e n ws 
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Annie Armstrong - . 

Oklahoma lady finds extraordinary cou. 
By Bob Nigh 
Baptist Press 

NASH, Okla. - Lenni Nordloh has always 
supported the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
for North American Missions. 

After further tracing the family tree. to 
discovered that her great-grcat-ga Bl't 

great-grandfather, Henry Sater of BaJ 
Md. - the man who founded the fi.nt,: 
Baptist church in Maryland - aCtual 
Armstrong's great-great-grandfather. AI 
their births were separated by about She and her husband Marty, who is pastor of 

a small Baptist church in Oklahoma, have bene
fited from the offering for many years - first 
when Marty was a student at Golden Gate Bap
tist Theological Seminary and as they served as 
church planters in Wyoming and Arizona. 

- Armstrong was born on July 11~ 1880 
loh on Get. 17. 1947- the two women 
biological tie. 

At the time of her discovery. the Nt 
were staying in a towable RV on her l 
Les's property in Good Hope, Ga. She prin 
article and went to her brother's home 

While Armstrong had always been a spiritual 
mentor of sorts, Miss Annie, as she was affection
ately known, now holds a special place deep in 
Nordloh's heart. Last July, Nordloh, who is writ
ing a book about her family history, sat stunned 
as she read words that changed her life forever. 

it with him. 
"I said, 'Les, you know I have been wori 

our family history. I want you to read som• 
I didn't tell him anything," Nordloh aa 
just stared at the article, and then he loc 
me and said, What a blessing.' 

"I was preparing for a family reunion we were 
going to attend in June of2006 in Branson, Mo., 
when I decided to do some last minute research," 
the Colorado native writes in her book. "I knew 
that Henry Sater was one of my grandfathers, so 
I pttlled up a computer Web search and put his 
name m to review. A new report popped up OJl 

him where it said, 'Her great-great-great-grand
father was Henry Sater.' What was this? It was a 
news article . .. on Annie Walker Armstrong. 

"This was amazing," Nordloh aaid. 
grown up a Southern Baptist. My ds 
Southern Baptist. My great-great-gran, 
was a Southern Baptist. My brother 
Southern Baptist pastor for more than 41 
and he, too, had been a home missio1 
retired. director of missions, ud a form• 
member of the evangelism ~apartment c 
was then the Home Mission Board. All~ 
Easter, the Annie Armstrong emphaait 
around. We always gave to the Annie Am 

"I began to read the article, and tears began 
to flow down my face. I could not believe what I 
was reading. Annie Walker Armstrong was my 
biologic~ cousin," Nordloh recounted. Easter Offering." c:J 

them. The website released a 
list of the Top 30 Brightest Shin
ing Light organizations for 
2006, which are ministry groups 
that Leonard deems trustwor
thy with handling money. 
Among them are Answers in 
Genesis, Crown Financial Mi~
istries, and the Family Research 
Council. c:J 

Nevada governor 
opposes lottery 
Baptist Press 

. 
NASHVILLE - In a rare 

alliance, the Democratic gover
nor of Nevada, Jim Gibbons, is 
siding with Republicans in 
opposing a lottery in his state, 
but for a different reason. 

Gibbons is against the pro
posed constitutional amend
ment allowing for a lottery 
because he fears it would com
pete with the state's famous 
gambling industry1 the Associat
ed Press said March 2~. 

"I respect recent efforts by 
some legislators to explore 
options for, new revenue to the 
state; however, I do not believe it 
is a proper function of Nevada 
government to operate a lottery, 
nor do I think that the state 
should be in competition with its 
largest industry," Gibbons said 
in a statement, according to the 
Nevada Appeal. 

Nearly every session of the 
Nevada legislature has dealt 
with a lottery proposal as a way 
to raise money for education, the 
Appeal said, but while it has 
passed the House, the proposal 
has yet ta make it through the 
Senate and onto the ballot. 

Gibbons said studies show 
that lotteries fail to promote eco
nomic development. 

"Elsewhere, lotteries have Sponsorship oppot 
proven to be costly and bureau- are available at all le, 
cratic, something 1 do not ticket information, it. 
-believe our citizens want more • table sponsorships an~ 
of in Nevada," he said. ual balcony seating, 

"I will not, therefore, support Union's office of univer1 
any-legislation that includes the tions at (731) 661-5050. 
establishment of a lottery ~n 
Nevada." c:J 

Union banquet .to 
offer 'inside look' 
Union University news office 

JACKSON - Former White 
House Chiefs of Staff Andrew H . 
Card Jr. and Leon E . Panetta 
will be the keynote speakers for 
Union University's 11th annual 
Scholarship Banquet at Jack
son's Carl Perkins Civic Center 
on Tuesday, Oct. 23. 

Card served as chief of-Staff 
for President George W. Bush 
from 2000-2006. Panetta served 
as White House chief of staff 
from 1994-1997 for President 
Bill Clinton. 

"This will be the first time 
two speakers have addres·sed our 
scholarship banquet audience," 
Union President David S. Dock
ery said. "Both of these men are 
exceptional leaders. Each has a 
long history of government serv
ice, and together they have much 
to offer us regarding the inner 
workings of the White HGUSe on 
a daily basis, as well as in times 
of crisis." 

Union's Board of Presidential 
Associates issues keynote invi
tations each year for the pur
pose of funding student scholar
ships. The previous 10 events 
generated a total of about $4 
minion. Once again this year, 
table sponsorships begin at 
$1,000 and individual seats are 
available at $125 . 

NH house pa• 
civil unions IJ 
Baptist Press 

CONCORD, N.H. -
Hampshire House easily 
bill April 4 that would 
civil unions and make t 
ite State the sixth one ru 
to grant homosexual co 
legal benefits of marri~ 

The bill, H .B. 451 
243-129, and now goe 
Senate. Both chambers 
trolled by Democrats. D 
ic Gov. John Lynch has 
if he would support 
according to the M~ 
Union Leader, expres 
cern about how the b 
interact with other law 

"I think it's more cor 
than some may th.ink, 
of what the impact is 
other statutes whicb 
place," he said. 

• Lynch added, acco 
the Union Leader, "'11 
in on [the bill] once I 
my mind on it." 

Civil unions are 1 .. 
mont, Connecticut, • 
Jersey. California baa • 
similar but calls them 
partnerships. Mae11 
remains the only ata 
"gay marriage" is legal 

The vote largely 11 

party lines, but 27 Her 
voted for it and six D 
voted against it, the 
reported. c:J 
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ffeWay research explores why adults switch churches 

- The latest 
from the Life Way 

area ofLifeWay Chris
Resources give the top 10 

1JOI1.8 adults switch churches. 
study builds on Life Way 

earch's 2006 study of the 
churched, which 

pred the reasons adults stop 
to £hurch. The current 

ings explain why people 
ge churches and bow these 

etions differ from those in 
h the individual does not 
me church attendance at 

~hurch switchers are defined 
Protestant Americans . who 
e attended more than one 

ch regularly as an adult. 
There are two types of peo-
who slip out through the 

door of the church," said 
t McConnell , associate 

of LifeWay Research. 
group is probably leaving 

permanently, and the 
r group is going to fm<l a 
church." 

o understand why adults 
;~~se to-~ange churches, 415 
-movef""church switchers
changed churches for rea~ 

> other than changes to their 
dential location - were sur
f!!d in December 2006. 
j he study results indicate 
~ overall, those who change 
t"ches for reasons other than 

·are more likely fleeing 
previous church rather 
being drawn to another. 

y-t:11g11t.. percent of study par
said the greatest 

~ct on their decision to 
tcb churches was "my 
fiJdesire to leave my previ-
church." The other 42 per

i left because of the desire to 
their current church. 

Not meeting needs 
The top two specific reasons 

people leave their church have 
to do with their needs not being 
fulfilled by their previous 

One respondent said, "The 
pastor of my previous church 
left and the new pastor was rad
ically different, and the music 
switched from traditional to 

church. rock music." 
Of all reasons churchgoers According to McConnell, 

choose to leave their previous "These church switchers leave 
church, the No. 1 specific reason because they are unhappy with 
is because the "church was not changes in the overall direcyion 
helping -me to develop spiritual- of the church. Respondents had 
ly."Twenty-eight percerit of non- the opportunity to select specif
mover church switchers indicat- ic changes they did not like, 
ed this as the reason. such as worship style, teach-

Another 20 percent of ings, or a staff member leaving, 
respondents said they left but the largest proportion 
because they "did not feel selected too many changes in 
engaged or involved in mean- general - the culmination of 
ingful church work." many changes· in the previous 

Disenchantment church they did not like." 
Another common element Different from 

among church switchers is dis- · formerly churched 
enchantment with church mem- Church switchers' disen-
bers. Eighteen percent of chantment and disappointment 
respondents indicated "church with their previous church'$ 
members were judgmental of failure to. meet their ne¢ds dif
others," as a specific reason for fer from those who do not 
switching. return to church. 

Other member-related rea- The prior LifeWay Research 
sons for switching are "mem .: study of formerly ch:urched 
hers seemed hypocritical" (15 a<lults indicated ·that the pri
percent), "church didn't seem to mary reasons given for leaving 
be a place where God was at the church are changes in life 
work" (14 percent), and "church situation. While 59 percent of 
was run by a clique that ,dis- the .formerly churched cite this 
cauraged involvement" (14 per- _· category of reasons, only 21 per
cent). cent of church switchers leave 

Disenchantment with the their previous church because of 
pastor is also a common reason life-changes (excluding moving). 
churchgoers switch. Sixteen Implications for 
percent cite the "pastor was not church leaders 
a good preacher" as a specific Brad Waggoner, LifeWay's 
reason for leaving their previ- vice president of research and 
ous church. Also in the top 10 ministry development, eJq>ounds 
are the folrowing: "pastor was on the church switcher study in 
judgmental of others" (14 per- a companion article (available at 
cent) and "pastor seemed hypo- www.lifewayresearch.com) and 
critical" (13 percent). offers suggestions for church 

Unwelcome changes leaders who desire to build 
Sixteen percent of survey stronger, healthier churches. 

respondents said too many "Of all of the reasons for 
changes in general drove them leaving the church, the top two 
to switch churches. are <the church was not helping 

Top 1 0 reasons for 
leaving previous church 
Among American Protestants 

Church was not hetping 
me to develop spiritually 

Did not feel engaged/involved 
In meaningful work in church 

Church members were 
judgmental of others 

. - 28 

Too many things 1-----'----'---'-, 

• in general changed t--.,.---r-1_6r' 

Pastor was not 
a good preacher 

Church members 
seemed hypocritical 

Church didn't seem to be a place 
in which God was at work 

Churcl) was run by a clique 
that discouraged involvement 

Pastor was judgmental 
of others 

Pastor seemed 
hypocritical 

Noct Bee oust respondeors could chtck Ma/1 

r11osons tllot apply. " rhe total om we~ sum 
more rhon 10096 

Category: 
• Church not fulfilling needs 

• Disenchanted with pastor(church 

O Changes within previous church 

me to grow spiritually,' and 'I did 
not feel engaged/involved in 
meaningful work in the church,' " 
Waggoner writes. 

"These are actually very 
encouraging findings. The fact 
that the majoz:ity of church 
switchers express a desire to 
grow spiritually and become 
active in service should strike a 
chord of optimism for leaders. 

· 1s 

. . :-14 
' ~· ··~ 

5 10 15 25 

Percentage 

~~LifeWa~ 
RESEARCH 

www.lifewayresearch.com 

"[T]he most helpful response 
any leader can make to this 
study is to allow these ~dings 
to fuel the desire to disciple and 
involve every church member," 
he writes in the article. "With 
few exceptions, a pastor who 
possesses solid leadership skills 
and a passion to disciple and 
invqJve others will see this hap
pen in the church." 0 

,off ministry creates opportunities for Christian witness 
( hris Turner 
fVay news service 

r ASHVILLE - Scott Lehman wan
~ out to the first tee to meet his 
ring parbner. Several hours and 18 
•s of golf later, Lehman had become a 
i tual adviser to his newfound friend. 
By the time we got to the back nine, 
was sharing with 
about his strug

g marriage and 
nces," Lehman 
. ..He was telling 
my story from 10 
:-s ago. I was able to 
:-e with him what it 
'lat Jesus has done 
1y life since rve met LEHMAN 
l. 

n 

.ehman hopes that encounter will be 
•ated thousands of times a year for 
"S to come. Lehman established In 

Grip Golf Association to teach 
:-ches how to intentionally use golf as 
lY to share the gospel. 
tpportunities abound to tum fair
s into ministry fields, Lehman noted 

in a recent inteFView for Inside Life Way 
( www.lifeway. com/insidelifeway ), the 
official news pod cast of Life Way Chris
tian Resources. 

Lehman pointed out, for example, 
that: 

• There are more than 60 mi11ion 
golfers worldwide. 

• There are more than 30 million 
golfers in the United States - 20 mil
lion males, making golf one of today's 
most popular §ports. 

• Americans spend more than $600 
million per year on golf balls alone. 

• There are more than 15,000 golf 
courses in North America. 

• Nearly 600 mi11ion rounds of golf 
are played each year. 

"We see guys standing on the first tee 
on Sunday morning as we drive by and 
we-ve been cursing the darkness {con
demning them for not being in church],"' 
said John Jaye., former associate pastor 
of administration and :recreation at 
First Baptist Church in Jasper, Ala. , and 
now a full-time volunteer working with 
Lehman. "[However] we haven't done 
anything to shine a light into that dark-

ness. That's what we see In His Grip 
doing- trying to shine a light into that 
area. Not all those· guys are bad guys; 
they just need to know the Lord." 

Jaye told the podcast audience he 
held an annual golf tournament while 
serving as minister of recreation at his 
church, but after hearing Lehman dis
cuss his vision for In His Grip, the 
church placed an emphasis on using the 
annual tournament as an evangelistic 
opportunity. 

"We went from 50 to more than 120 
participating," Jaye said. "I remember 
one guy who started bringing his family 
to church after that and his 16-year-old 
son accepted Christ. For too long we've 
told [people] you need to come and join 
us in church, which is good, but we need 
to go to where they are." 

Lehman said his life verse is 
Proverbs 3:5-6. "I leaned on my own 
understanding for the first 35 years of 
my life and it wasnlf good enough,., he 
said. 'Tve been blessed to have been 
exposed to the little devotional book 
called In Hi$ Grip. I brought it home and 
actually bad to ask mr wife if there was 

a Bible in the house. God used the golf 
analogies to draw me to Himself." 

Lehman believed that combining the 
wisdom of Scripture with insights from 
golf could yield a useful evangelistic tool 
for an individual's or church's ministry. 
Thus, The Golfer's Bible, a collaboration 
between Lehman and LifeWay's B&H 
Publishing Group, made its debut the 
last week of March. Devotionals cen
tered around golf are sprinkled through
out the Bible. 

"A lot of golfers won't connect with 
church language but they do understand 
being in the rough or in the woods or in 
a bunker," Lehman said. 

"We all want to be on the fairway, so 
when you start talking about living for 
the Lord and trusting Him and 'living in 
the fairway,' that's an immediate con· 
nection with anybody who bas played 
golt:" 

In His Grip Golf Association will host 
a number ·of training events across the 
country, including leading two Pasto-fs 
~rasters Golf Retreats at Life Way Ridge
crest . T.C.) and Life Way Glorieta , ·.M.) 
conference centers. , 



... 

• 

• 
Page 4 I 8&R I April 11 , 2001------------------ 0 I I s a ws 

Baptisms reflect healthy new churches, says NAMB stu 
Baptist Press be contextual to the culture without com

promising the message if they are to sur-
opportunities, and other minis tries. Stet
zer said. 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - Which of the 
three "Bs" are the best benchmarks on 
which to judge the health of a Southern 
Baptist church - buildings, budgets, or 
baptisms? 

vive." 
The research - based on more than 

500 completed telephone interviews sam
pled from 1,000 church plants from 12 
denominations and networks- indicates 
that flourishing new church plants with 
a higher-than-average number of bap
tisms during their first four YElal'S of exis
tence, share several common traits: evan
gelistic emphasis, effective ministries, 
and expanding leadership. 

Among other characteristics of high
baptism church plants: 

• They start at least one "daughter" 
church within three years of their origi
nal church plant, he said. 

• Via direct mail or other me8l1 
h ave a strategy to promot.e and pl 
their programs, events, and min 
"They don't hide their lamps unde1 
ket," Stetzer said. 

• They place a top priority 
training and development of their 
members and staff and they condu 
member training classes for a 

• They have a proactive plan for stew
ardship development. 

cb.urch members. 

Baptisms is the best indicator, accord
ing to a new study, because baptisms 
measure whether churches are reaching 
the lost - not just moving believers 
around. The "Church Planting Surviv
ability and Health Study" was conducted 
by the North American Mission Board's 
Center for Missional Research based 
here. 

Richard Harris, vice president of 
NAMB's church planting group, 
described church planting as "one of the 
best evangelistic tools ava:il'able to South
ern Baptists. The study validates that 
church plants have some of the most 
effective ministries becau se they have to 

"In the area of missions and evangel
ism, 'these new church plants recognize 
that the community will not connect with 
their church unless they connect with 
their community," said Ed Stetzer, missi
ologist and director of NAMB's research 
center. "They look for needs in the com
munity and find ways to meet those 
needs," t hrough food bailks, emergency 
shelt.er s, drug and alcohol recovery 

"This basic aspect of the Christian 
life is nurtured, not neglected by the 
new church plant," Stetzer said. "Church 
plants t hat consistently grow their 
members and challenge them in the 
area of stewardship grow toward finan
cial self-sufficiency and do so at a faster 
rate." 

• They sponsor more events and min
istries, such as block parties, midweek 
children's programs and special chil
dren's events, including Easter Egg 
hunts, fall festivals, Vacation Bible 
Schools, and sports. 

Stetzer emphasized that many 
common among new church planl 
higher-than-average baptisms ar 
even in plants with a marked, I 
than-average church attendance. 

"Church plants - even effecth 
- aren't all the same," Stetzel 
"Some of those surveyed are stroJ 
some particular factors than othe 
the majority of church plants wit) 
er-than-average baptisms and , 
attendance showed all of these fac a 
common." 0 

Todd Stevvart folloY~s passion for folks in 1 center ••• 
- Continued from page 1 
services held at Vine Middle 
School. Soon 'the church will 
begin meeting in a rented store
front. The active participants of 
Mosaic are called "volunteer 
staff" rather than members so 
they will understand the 
church's commitment to min
istry, explained Stewart. 

Stewart and Taylor were 
helped by the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention's training for 
church planters. The TBC pro
vides funding to Mosaic. The 
church also is helped, by Grace 
Baptist, it's primary partner. 
Stewart's father, Ron, is pastor 
as well as president of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. 

Additionally three African
American churches and two 
other Anglo churches serve as 
partners with Mosaic. 

The congregation has been 
meeting for a year and has 
drawn Asians, African Ameri
cans, Hispanics, and Cau
casians, described Stewart. 

"It's just been an incredible 
journey. It's been a whirlwind 
since we launched." 

The volunteer staff members 
of Mosaic aren't serving "people 
solely so others will become 
Christians. They are serving 
people because they are Chris
tians," he explained. Obviously, 
the ultimate motive is for every 
person to have a relationship 
with Jesus Christ, but to have 
that as an ulterior motive can 
create a barrier to being in rela
tionship with others, he added. 

"'It's not about who they are. 
It's about who we are." 

Ministry at school 
One way members of Mosaic 

Community minister is through 
the Partners in Education pro
gram of Knox County Public 
Schools at Vme Middle School. 

The relationship seemed 
natural because the church ha:s 
been meeting in the school The 
partnership has become a won
derful ministry, added Stewart. 

He had heard of the ministry 

program of Tony Evans, presi
dent of the Urban Alternative; 
Dallas, Texas, and pastor, Oak 
Cliff Bible Fellowship, Dallas. 
He recommends a suburban 
church and an urban church 
adopt an urban public school. 

Then Stewart learned the 
county school system had the 
Partners in Education program 
already in operation. Mosaic 
registered for the program. 
Mosaic is joined by Grace Bap
tist Church in the partnership. 

Stewart hopes .more cl}.urch
es will become involved with 
public schools. Knox County 
has 78 public schools but only 
34 churches are involved in the 
Partners in Education program, 
said Stewart. Of those, only 
nine are Southern Baptist. This 
is true though the Knox County 
Baptist Association counts 156 
churches as members. 

Vine Middle School is a good 
place for ministry, noted Stew
art. About 90 percent of the stu
dents participate in the govern
ment-provided free lunch 
program. 

The partnership with M_osa
ic and Grace h as really helped 
t he school's staff, students, and 
their families, said LaRoyce 
Beatty, principal. Beatty also is 
a member of Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church, Knoxville. The church ... 

· es have taken the partnership 
"to a whole new level," .she 
said. 

Mosaic and Grace regularly 
give birthday gifts to teachers 
and staff members. At Christ
mas they adopted 300 students 
ofVme Middle School and pre
sented them and their families 
with gifts. 

The two churches are in the 
process of adopting 15 students 
of Vme 1\tliddle and their fami~ 
lies for the school year. Volun-

• 
teers involved are counseled 
not to emphasize giving or fix
ing situations, but building 
relationships, said Stewart. 

The churches held a basket
ball competition in which the 

team of Grace Christian Acade
my of Grace Baptist Church 
played Vine Middle School. 
While Vine Middle won both 
games, new opportunities for 
ministry were developed, said 
Stewart. 

Other opportunities to min
ister include serving as chaper
ones for school trips and provid
ing speakers for classes. 

"Our ultimate goal is to· see 
community transformation, 
and we believe that can best 
come through Jesus Christ, ser
vanthood, and education.'' 

Personal experiences · 
Stewart said he became. 

exposed to multicultural envi
ronments through playing bas
ketball in Ohio and Kentucky. 
He w~s a coach at Oneida Bap
tist Institute, Oneida, Ky. 

So it's not unusual that 
Stewart and his wife, Kristi, 
haye unofficially adopted Adri
an Wannamaker, 17, who is 
African American . The Stew
arts also have three other chil
dren - Trey, 12; Kendra, 10; 
and Karis, 8. Todd met Adrian 
when be first started his min
istry in Austin Homes. Adrian 
now attends Grace Christian 
Academy and excels in academ
ics, football, and basketball. 

The relationship "is just a 
God thing," said Stewart, as is 
Adrian who has made difficult 
but good choices all of his life 
without the same kind of help 
that most youngsters receive. 

Adrian's life "just shows that 
God has His hand on some peo~ 
pie," said Stewart. 

Transformation 
Stewart hopes to lead other 

Baptists and Christians to 
become involved in center 
cities. He believes it is one of 
the most unreached missions 
fields. 

His approach has been 
developed over the years and 
includes a new focus among 
·evang.el:icals for churches to 
become externally-focused and 
a new emphasis on community 

• 

TODD STEWART, pastor, Mosaic Community Church, Kn 
visits with LaRoyce Beatty, principal of Vine Middle Schoo 
center city of Knoxville. Beatty also is a member of Mt. 0/iv 
tist Church, Knoxville. 

transformation, be explained. 
Trust is the issue, Stewart 

explained, for both white and 
black communities. The white 
community needs to move 
beyond finding needs they 
think should be "fixed" without 
listening t~ the community to 
discover what they say they 
need, he said. 

No longer does he recom
mend churches only go into 
needy neighborhoods and bold 
block ]Sarties or distribute 
tracts and then leave. A better 
approach is to work in the com
munity and to discover assets 
as well as needs. He also recom
mends working with on-going 
ministries. Yet, relationships 
should be the focus, Stewart 
said. 

illtimately, needs can lead to 
long-term relationships, he 
added. For instance, a woman 
he visited asked him to repair 
her house. Stewart told her be 
didn't have any way to help her 
but if God sent someone to him 
who couJd help, he would send 

them to her. A week late1 
art received a call from t 
group who was willing J 

some repair to help so 
The group helped the \1 

Now sh e is a part of 
Community. 

Mosaic also is develop 
Freedom Center, whic 
offer care for pastors an 
wives, referrals for peop 
addiction issues, and tl 
on emotional healin 
churches. 

"The Mrican America 
munity has truly been l 

ing to me," said Stew&J 
added he's glad to "'bf 
here. That's where my h• 

He hopes to help cl 
become effective in the 
city and "appropriate the 
in a practical way."' 

"Thiti is my life," eaic 
art. "I go to bed thiDkin1 
this. I wake up thinkin, 
this." 

Stewart may be conts 
todd@mosalC;Knt•XVJlue .. c 
(865) 385-7708. ti 
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ne case of n1inister sexual abuse is too n1any 
I where accountability must be the trust and love of precious be one thing when in reality 

• rnnts 

ly Frank Page 

tveral days ago, I was 
(iewed by ABC's "20/20" 
tor an upcoming program 
tively titled, "Preacher 
tors." At the request of 

lt~-'U\;1 el, I agreed to this invita
;elfl.t•1 ~o as to provide some kind 

lance to a program which 
well be overwhelmingly 

has been a great deal 
t:;ention given to this sub
ll recent days. As I said to 
e porter, we are willing and 

to discuss this issue 
se even one instance of 
~ abuse by a minister is 

:----u L uch. While I do not believe 
problem is systemic and 
1-scale, there ha¥e been 
al reported cases of abuse 

sted members of staff in 
urches. Let me help set a 
atter~ clear for you. 

~roe persons have accused 
hern Baptists of ignoring 
ilsue and hiding behind our 
y. Let me clearly state that 

1 elieve in the autonomy of 
local church as a biblical 
!late. We are not hiding 

d anything, except the 
\ In fact, the local church is 

enforced. I call upon every local children and students. Simply they are another. It would be 
church to develop written policy put, there is no place in the great if the many groups who 
guidelines for the care of chil- church for persons who would are claiming to be groups of 
dren and youth. I call upon take advantage of these rela- advocacy and encouragement 
every church to have a system tionships. in ministry were that which 
or policy in place to deal with I also call on local churches they claim. Please be aware 
any accusations made. We must to take advantage of the multi- that there are groups that are 
protect children and youth, and ple numbers of resources that nothing more than opportunis-
the integrity of staff members. are available on the SBC web- tic persons who are seeking to 

I ask that all raise opportuni-
of our churches ' ties for personal 
reqmre back- Let us be men and women of the gain. _ 
ground checks As stated earli-
(on national and gospel who provide an atmosphere where er, even one 
state levels) as instance of sexual 
well as thorough trust will not be abused. Let us provide molestation is one 

reference checks churches where there is an environment too many. Let us 
for all staff. The be people of 
local church is of encouragement, instruction, and spiritu- integrity. Let us he 
where accounta- people of such a 
hility must be al enlightenment. ' t r u s t w o r t h y 
enforced. As I nature as to bring 
said to one per- glory to God. 
son, for years the Let us be men 
press has complained that the site, as well as through Life Way and women of the gospel who 
hierarchy of the Catholic Christian Resources, to help provide an atmosphere where 

• 
Church has enabled the hiding safeguard our children and trust will not be abused. Let us 
of sexual predators. Now, they youth through appropriate poli- provide churches where there is 
are stating that the lack of our cies and educational resources. an environment of encourage
hierarchy is helping hide sexu- There are many items available ment, instruction, and spiritual 
al predators. The truth is that · to help. Please use them. enlightenment. 
people can abuse any system. Let me also share one other Our Lord Jesus set the 
There are people who seek out word of clarification. There are example in His deep love and 
positions in the church where many people in the news media care for the innocent, the 
the trust level can be so high speaking about this issue. I am young, and the hurting. Let our 
that they can then be involved thankful that any attention to churches be an example of 
in horrible actions. this issue brings a heightened Jesus' ministry. 0 - Page, pas-

I also call upon all local level of awareness on the part tor of First Baptist Church, Tay
churches to prosecute to the of our churches and people. lors, S.C., is president of the 
fullest extent of the law anyone However, please realize that Southern Baptist Convention. 
who would take advantage of there are groups who cl¢m to Reprinted from Baptist Press. 
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n church slogans for the people you ltVant to reach 

By Woody Murray 

Jatar•· ere are some current slo
from churches across the 

~o Know Him and to Make 
Known" 

>roclaiming Christ" 
Ve 're All About People" 
IVhere Grace HappEms and 
iples Grow" 
Aving God .. _ Loving Peo-

vlaking Known God's Man
Wisdom" 

Ne Are the Fami1y Church" 
tnl'il'. your church is like most 

·ches, you have a s logan or 
message similar to the 

1 above. It is a key touch
t for your church. You. and 
..r leaders in your church, 
ha,·e labored many hours. 

ten days together. trying to 
de on just the right mes
• to communicate to your 

._ ..... munit~: 
·ow you use that slogan 
painstakingly ~elected in 

· Yellow Pages ad. on your 
ors· brochure. m the Sun
bulletin. and your weekly 

newsletter. It may even be on 
signs around your church. But 
is your slogan really conveying 
the key message you need to 
send out today? Is it effective
ly reaching the lost in your 
community and encouraging 
them to visit your church? 

Your church slogan can be a 
tremendous asset to your min
istry. Or, the slogan may make 
no impact at all. More impor
tantly, it can also communi
cate a message that "turns off" 
people _ to your church. Ho~_is 
that possible? Your slogan 
likely was created or endorsed 
by church members who have 
been Christians most of their 
lives. You, and they, may be too 
close to your church to be 
objective about the slogan. Did 
you ~ver ask folks who don't 
attend your church what your 
slogan means to them? You 
might be surprised by their 
answers. 

Look back at the slogans 
above. They all have one fault 
in common: they talk about -
perhaps even brag about - the 
church and its members. Not 
one really addresses the con
cerns and needs ofthe lost per
san Notice how many say '"We ... 
instead of ~""ou.... One slogan 
says ·Proclaiming Christ.
Okay. that's what this chureh 

does ... I hope that is what 
every church does. It should be 
the basic requirement to he a 
church. It's a pretty bland slo
gan. Even worse, if I have no 
church background or Christ
ian upbringing, what would 
"Proclaiming Christ" mean to 
me? It's what you do at your 
church, but what's in it for me? 
Remember, this is a "Me" gen-
eration! · 

How about "Where Grace 
Happens and Disciples Grow?" 
If fve never had any relation
ship with the Lord, "graee" and 
"disciples" are not terms in my 
everyday vocabulary. This 
message is sailing right over 
the heads of the people we 
most want to reach. 

Your slogan and all of your 
church messages have to clear
ly address the needs of people 
with little or no understanding 
of the Christian faith and its 
terminology. The Lord is tug
ging at their hearts, and you 
can help them know how to 
respond through your church's 
slogan and key messages. 

Now consider the impact of 
these currently used church 
s logans or themes: 

"'A Place for You.-
"Di.."CCver Meaning Dov.-:n

t owu.-
10Fee1 God's Love."' 

"Tired of Enduring Life. 
Start Enjoying Life." 

"Come Celebrate with Us." 
'We're Here for You." 
"Church Like You Always 

Knew It Could Be." 
These chur,ch slogans speak 

to the seeker- the one with 
needs who desires Christ but 
may not fully understand 
where to turn. These mes
sages are much more inviting. 
The word "You" is either 
included or implied in every 
slogan. 

Take a closer look right now 
at your church slogan. Are you 
talking to the people you want 
to reach - or to your own 
church members? 

Strengthen your slogan, 
and every communication 
touch-point, to draw people to 
your church. 

"Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in h eav
en" (Matthew 5:16). :J -
Touch-Points is a new column 
in the B&R. Murray is an inde
pendent church communrca
tions specia list with 30 years of 
experience. If you have a 
church commumcations Qt..es
tion for Murray e-mai h•m at 
rwoodymurray@ comcast net, 
or call h.m at (615) 646~5725 

• re CIO 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Disturbing trend or 
great opportunity? 

It may never be proven, but I 
am convinced that there must be 
a "worry" gene. My grandmother 
was probably one of the best wor
riers of all t ime. Mom would 
worry because she didn't have 
anything to worry about. 

Unfortunately, I inherited 
some of that trait, although hope
fully not to that extent. And, as I 
have read and studied the Bible 
over the years I know that J esus 
admonishes us not to worry. 

One of my favorite verses is: 
"Therefore don,t worry about 
tomorrow, because tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own" 
(Matthew 6:34). How true! 

I have tried to heed that 
instruction over the years and 
even my wife admits I don't worry 
nearly as much as I used to. 

On page 8 of this issue is a 
story about a disturbing trend 
that could cause those of us in the 
newspaper business to worry, but 
I have decided to look upon it 
instead as a great opportunity. 

_ The story details how many 
major secular newspapers are 
discontinuing their religion sec
tions. There is a fear that only the 
most "sensational" religion sto
ries will get "front-page" coverage 
while other good religion stories 
will be regulated to a "faith" page 
once a week or not used at all. 

There are some who disagree 
and predict religion stories that 
merit coverage will still receive it. 

As a journalist it bothers me 
that secular papers are cut~ing 
back on religion news, but as a 
Christian journalist I see how 
faith-based publications such as 
Baptist papers can benefit. 

I believe strongly that God's 
story needs to be told and publi
cations such as the Baptist and 
Reflector will continue to tell 
those stories. 

Religious publications face the 
same economic pressures as the 
daily papers. I realize that in the 
future we may rely more on the 
Internet to distribute the paper, 
but I don't think the print publi
cation is ready to become extinct 
just yet. Too many people still 
love the feel of the newspaper in 
their hands, turning pages, and 
leisurely reading the stories that 
grab their attention. 

1 encourage. those of you who 
read the B&R faithfully each 
week to encourage your friends 
and fellow church members who 
do not .receive the paper to sulr 
scribe. Encourage your churches 
to send the paper to church lead
ership. Be an advocate for us. 

The loss of religion aection: in 
major daily papers ib a diaturbing 
trend. but it a)~ provide;:, a great 
opportunity for Baptist papars tA> 
fill the ·oid. May we be found 
faithful as we share what God i 
dainf.! in Tennes~ and around 
the world. Ll 
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Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
Matters? 

This edition of "Church Health Maners" highlights the 

church health function of ministry through the TBC Baptist 

Collegiate Ministry (BCM). 

More than 30 Baptist Collegiate Minisuies exist on college 

and university campuses in Tennessee. To learn more about how 

your students can get involved in BCM, visit www. tnbcm.org or 

contact your local BCM campus minister. They are: 

• Austin Peay State University, Jim Alex~nder, (931) 647-6940 

• Baptist College of Health Sciences, Karen Smith, (90 1) 572-2475 

• Belmont University, Christy Ridings, (615) 460-4619 

• Carson-Newman College, Nenette Measels, (865) 471-3437 

• Cleveland State Community College, Denise Roebuck, (423) 284-6183 
• Cumberland Unive(sity, Ken Tramel, (615) 453-6845 
• Dyersburg State Community College~ Stan Cavness, (731) 285-3750 

• East Tennessee State University, Eric Hogstrom, ( 423) 928-8318 

• Fisk University, Roosevelt Walker, (615) 329-1103 

• Jackson State Community College, Alan Teel, (731) 424-6065 
• Lee University, Denise Roebuck, 423-284-6183 

• Lincoln Memorial University, Damon Billings, (423) 869-2562 

• Maryville College, Steve Hixson, (865) 216-1978 

• Middle_Tennessee State University, Amber Vaden (615) 893-5035 

• Motlow State Community College, Charles Nored, (931) 455-1536 

• Pellissippi State Technical Comm~nity College, Steve Hixson, 

(865) 216-1978 

• Roane State Community College, Becky Works, (865) 35_4-2448 

• Tennessee State University, Roosevelt Walker, (615) 329-1103 

• Tennessee Technological University, Joe Wiles, (931) 526-4282 

• Tennessee Wesleyan College, Ric Wilson, (423) 745-8782 
• Union University, Todd Brady, (731) 661-5062 

• University of Memphis, Jeff Jones, (901) 458-7589 · 
• University ofTennessee, Chattanooga, Steve Roper, (423) 266-5121 

• University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Boo Hall and Betsy Ingle, 

(865) 546-8272 

• University ofTennessee, Martin, Morgan Owen, (731) 587-9063 

• University ofTennessee Health Science Center, Memphis 

Ron Hawkins, (901) 525-8889 
... 

• University of the South, Randall Taylor, (931) 598-1250 
• Vanderbilt University, Scott Allen, (615) 343-4459 

• Volunreer State Community College, Cindy Chanin, (615) 230-3527 

• \'qaltas State Community College, Damon Billings, (423) 587-1980 

TBC Baptist Collegiate Ministry provides outreach ro colleges and 

universities across our State. Included below is the contact infOrmation for 

members of your state missionary Staff that are available to help your 

church in providing opportunities for students ro serve in missions. 

Bill Choate .................. ........ ............................ (615) 371-2057 
State Collegiate director 

Stacy Murphree ..... . .......................................... (615) 371-2056 

Collegiate Program specialist 

"Building healthy churches empowered by tiJe presence of'-" ... 

Col ege Is a 
Look. around the worship service at ·your 

church on this ·coming Sunday. Then ask 
yourself this question, "Ten years from now, 
who will lead our church?" 

Who will make wise decisions, teach, 
contribute tithes and offerings, and lead out 
in missions, evangelism, and community 
outreach? Who will be the deacons? Who 
will be the pastor? 

It is a question every church must 
con~inually ask. Leaders don't just happen. 
They must be called and trained. Leaders 

'must be prepared to lead well. 
Each year college freshmen across the 

United States are asked what they intend to 
study mhile in coll~ge. In this year's entering 
class, one-third of one percent stated their 
intent to study theology or religion. Of every 
1,000 American college students, three will 
major in religion or theology. 

Does that mean college students are not 
going to be prepared to lead our churches 
when they graduate? 

Although we need to be preparing some 
students for vocational ministry, students 
don?t have to major in religion to be 
preparing for church leadership. College can 

· still be a time when young adults prepare to 
lead tomorrow's church. They step up to lead 
student organizations, discover how to have 
influence among their peers, find out how 
the real world operates, and learn about 
cultures outside their own upbringing. They 
can discover that the world needs the Jesus 
they already know and that they can have an 
impact on that world: ft can be a time of 
exercising gifts and discovering callings. 

While I was a college student, my home 
church asked me to serve on the Building 
and Grounds Committee. I have no idea 
what those dear people thought I might 
contribute. During my time of service, the 
church made some changes in the facilities 
and bought a new bus. The members were 
kind enough to make me feel part of that 
process. I did not supply much leadership to 
the commi nee, bur I learned a great deal 
about how church operates, how people 
work together, and how decisions get made. 

I still use some of the skills I learned in 

• 
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that first committee assignment. It st 

small thing, but that a church involw 
year-old in meaningful church lead 
Churches must step out in faith, look] 

.. creative ways to involve college studt 
the life of the church.· 

Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 
college campuses shaping studen~ 
leaders for the church. Wayne 
Tennessee Baptist Convention C 
Planting Team leader, said he i 
influenced by the summer he ~ 
Southern MinQesota as a BCM w.t 
missionary working with church p\~ 
who had a passion to make a kiri 
impact in their communities. 

BCM seeks to open the eyes of 
students to the need for the gospel. 
BCM leadership invested in 
understand what taking the Good 
the disenfranchised looked like," said 
"It was through BCM and my involve 
that God opened my eyes to doing 
it takes to tell His story among all n.,en, 

Dave Odom is the associate 
College and Single Adults at Third 
Church_, Murfreesboro. He is quick 
what shaped him for ministry: "The lo~ 
passion I have for college students 
came from my leadership experiencz 
BCM during college," said Odom. 

BCM relies on coilege students for 
of the ministry's leadership. Odom J 
learning from his first experience with I 
"My first, simple role. as Leader of 
intramural sports taught me that 
though I felt unworthy~ God could use 
he added. "It was a blessing. That we 
first ministry experience. J t's where I g' 
calling." Odom went on to be I 
president, go on multiple mission trips 
even I ive in his campus' BCM buiJdi~ 

The local church and the kingdom ar 
need called, prepared. experienced lc: 
As the world changes, we need y 
kingdom leaders who can speak to 
changing world, who know and under 
the world outside the church. & 
churches and BCM must 
prepare leaders for the future. 



fdr Baptist Collegiate Summer Mission Assignments 
Lead to Church Leaders Leadership Lessons 

took back over my 
J.n ""'Saptist Collegiate 

I see so many 
• 

By Candace Ditsch 

a "welcome'' to the Leadership 
Council. At the time, I was just so 
glad to be given the opportunity to 
lead the upper class Bible study 
·group; I had no idea how much I 
would learn from the e~perien,ce for 
my future. It t~lit me lesson 
preparation and how to find various 
verses that were · appr-opriate. It 
taught me the joy '9£ teaching and 

.. expressing some~tliat I believe to 
he·.important, and• n having others 

gam aq understanfi oJ that topic. -,~-· 
It taught m.e pr~d~tion skills; my 
campus minister a_~ed me on how 
t-o handle difficu:IF'~esrions and how . 
to speak with a~ l'!tge audience. ~ 
T'<>day, I do training for business 

By Stacy Murphree 

T his summer 75 college students will serve in missions through 
the Tennessee Baptist Collegiate Missions program. These students 
will serve in a variety of ways including teaching, construction work, 
youth and children's ministry, sports m inistry, relationship building, 
and church planting_activities. 

Specific ministries include: 
• Seven students will work with new church plants in the 

Portland, Maine, area and along the Canadian border. This 
is an area of the country where on average nine out of every 
10 individuals are un-churched. 

• In northeast , Thailand, two students will minister to high 
school and college students and work alongside of career 
missions personnel beginning a church for .these students. 

• Four students will serve in Peru and three will serve in the 
Philippines working in different villages to discover where there 
is an interest to begin Bible studies among locals and work to 

0 • 

establish house churches. 
I . · · corporations (an9, s.~me teaching of 

·. ·. m}'! Sunday Sch~ol~ass 9n occasion:)~ · 
· · ap.d I am trufy gt~jtll fDr-the things 

.I learned that ~~li1le leading that 

• A University of Memphis student will serve with Graffiti 
Ministries in New York City to lead educational and sports 
programs and assist with a new church plant in South Bronx. 

with that weJ.am:UJ 
about the faith,. and 

~(ntt were well received . . 
the student Bible 
~est speaker at 
worship, or our 

I found my 
how to live a real 

answered in 
ways. Just 

tal\' lRmDJu:n£ where I was 
how to live out my faith.~ 

to tty to imp~ my 
the Lord. SOme Of the 

that I learned ~ diose 
with me tQcL9' at' I ny. 

ever· in today,s society. 

• 

of the most 
nons I received was 

April l4 

April 14 
April16-18 
April 21 
April 21-22 
April 21 
April 23-14 

~onday night stutl~ 
To summar~ I ,~ I would not 

and am thankftd to bo~ God and , 
the people who \Velie . there at th~ 
BCM for their support, faith in me, 
and real Christian examples. 

I ~ank you as w~D. those that are 
_ supporting campus ministry 

activities today w~ether by prayer, 
. service, suppon, or $mply spreading 
the word about what is happening 
on today,s college ~uses. By your 
work, you are providing a means for 
someone else's life to be blessed by 
the activities- and services provided 
by the BCM at their school. 

(CanJpct Ditseh of Irving, Texas, was 
•1lldliher•ftht Vanrinbilt Univmity 
BCM. N~.fonn 1995-1999.) 

• Students will serve on the Tennessee Travel Teams serving local 
churches in the areas of youth ministry, Vacation Bible School, 
worship, preaching, and outreach. 

For information about these and other students serving in the 
·BCM missions program, visit www.lightmessengers.org. 

' 
M iddle Tennessee State University, Murfree_,;boro, Baptist Collegiate Ministries 
studepts worked in church plam missions during March 2007 on the sueecs of 
New York City. Conducting a neighborhood srudy and prayer walk to assist the 
church plane are: from left, Carrie Smith, Amber Vaden, MTSU BCM minis£er, 
Jessica Riley, and Kristen Wilkerson. 

• 

Coming Up! · Coming Up! 
Bible Fun Fidd D ay, Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville 

Xtreme Bible Challenge - West Tennessee, Union University, Jackson 

Transitional Interim Pastor Training (TIP), Old English Inn, Jackson 

· Apolpgetics and Interfaith Evangelism Workshop, Wilson County Baptist Association, Lebanon 

RA Wilderness Challenge, Camp Boxwell, Gallatin 

Regional Disaster ReliefTraining, First Baptist Church, Milan 
Church Administration Conference, Brentwood Baptist Chucch, Brentwood 

Foi' i1fonuation visit the TBC website at www.tnbaptist.org. 

Church Health Matters 

• 
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Not just for Sunday anyn1ore:· papers rethink religious sectio~• 
By Hannah Elliott 
Associated Baptist Press 

NEW YORK - On March 24, 
the Dallas Morning News 
received the Religion Communi
cators Council award for the 
nation's best religion section. It 
was the lOth time in 11 years 
the News had won. Unfortunate
ly for the News, there's no 
chance of an 11th title. 

In January the newspaper 
discontinued the section, citing 
economic concems. 

It isn't the only publication 
deciding to drop sections devot
ed to religion. The Atlanta Jour
nal-Constitution recently com
bined religion with its "living'' 
pages, while U.S. News and 
World Report and the Wichita 
(Kan.) Eagle have cut religion 
editors and downsized the beat 
altogether. 

It's not immediately known 
how many religion reporters 
and editors have lost their jobs. 
But the religion cutbacks match 
an industry-wide trend of 
declining newspaper circula
tions and increased layoffs. 
According to the Annual Report 
on American Journalism, there 
was a net loss of 600 full-time 
professional employees at daily 
newspapers in 2005. And early 
indications are that 2006 may 
have been twice as bad. 

Christian scholar Martin 
Marty, a 50-year columnist for 
The Christian Century maga
zine, has written about the 
.''dire" economic situation of 
newspapers, magazines, and 

other print media. In an essay 
titled "The Decline of Print 
News," Marty wrote that the 
"religion and faith-and-values 
sections are dying not because 
there is not enough to report on 
in 'religion.' R~ligion has seldom 
been so newsworthy or com
ment-inducing as it has become 
in recent decades." 

It's a lack of advertising and 
the perception that religion sec
tions are "fluff" that often make 
them the first casualties of cut
backs. 

Some experts believe the 
decline in newspaper circulation 
is directly related to the growth 
of online editions and blogs. Con
venience and the ability to sift 
news in a topic-specific medium 
have caused previously devoted 
print subscribers to substitute 
the Internet for their daily 
paper. And when you lose print 
readers, you lose the seed money 
that funds special sections. 

Brad Owens, a journalism 
professor at Baylor University, 
described the current status of 
print media as in a transition 
rather than a decline. He teach
es students "multiple models" of 
media in order to help them 
anticipate how the market for 
professional journalism will 
change. 

Now more than ever, religion 
tends to be a topic especially 
covered on the Internet, he said. 

"I think religion is a type [of 
news] where special websites 
and blogs kind of feed people's 
interest more than the tradi
tional model of ·journalism 

would," Owens said. "People of 
faith are heavy, heavy users of 
the Intemet." 

A negative side of that spe
cialization is that users general
ly visit the web looking for spe
cific information. That means 
they may miss more of the sub-

. tler or peripheral news they 
would get in a religion section. 
Owens doesn't necessarily 
lament the demise of the reli
gion section, but he did cite 
potential side effects. 

"{W]hen you use the web for 
information, you tend not to be 
surprised very much," Owens 
said. "You tend to see only 
things you're looking for. When I 
go on the web, . I go there for 
what I need, and I don't get as 
many surprises." 

Richard Oppel, editor of the 
Austin -American-Statesman, 
said termination of a religion 
section is not the tragedy it's 
made out to be. The Statesman 
covers faith-based news 
throughout - its pages and 
includes a "faith page" inside the 
features section on Saturdays. 

"I never believed in religion 
'sections,' " Oppel said Via e-mail. 
"They were a showy response to 
an obvious reader interest when 
newspapers were in their salad 
days. B:ut they were dependent 
on advertising, and advertising 
can be thin in that sector. Also, if 
you are slave to a section, then 
you deprive the front page of 
some great stuff." 

In fact, the absence of a 
strictly "religious" section 
means faith-based stories must 

SMCI's mission is to provide affordable, 

comprehensive insurance coverage, so that churches 

are prepared for ~or crises or major losses. Call now to learn how we can help 

protect your church and congregation. SOUTHERJ.'J 
MUfUAL 
CHURCH 

INSURANCE CO; ,PAN'( 

Serving Churches since 192 8 
Three-year guaranteed rate 

--

South Carolina • North Carolina • Georgia • Tennessee 

Call 1.800 . 92 2 .5332 

201 Greenlawn Drive • P.O. Box 9346 • Columbia, SC 29290 • www.smcins.com 

appear throughout all news - a ing celibate candidatt>S fi 
distribution that more closely priesthood all are impc 
reflects real life. Like preachers issues worthy of the front 
often say, faith isn't just for Sun- he said. 
days. Oppel said he most defi 

Debra Mason, Religion believes print newspaper 
Newswziters Association execu- continue to thrive, even 2 
tive director, echoed the senti- 30 years from now. And h~ 
ment. In an RNA newsletter, she he'd rather be in the news 
wrote: "[H]undreds of daily business than t he mag 
newspapers do not and never business. 
have had religion sections. Indeed, some magazine 
InsteadJ religion news is inte~ declined sharply in cot 
grated throughout the paper. We while others continue 
should not confuse religion sec- dependence on wealthy bac 
tions with religion news as a In contrast, Oppel pointec 
whole." newspapers have increase. 

The Dallas Morning News tribution on several platf. 
has taken the proliferation of For instance, the Statesmm 
faith-based storie~ to heart. The duces its primary we 
Jan. 13 cover story in the local (statesman.com), the ente1 
section discussed Jewish history ment-based austin360 
in Texas. The newspaper's reli- - seven Austin-area weekly r 
gion blog and newsletter contin- papers, the Spanish Ahorc · 
ue to grow in popularity. and Glossy for the luxury 

A potential problem of inte- ket. 
grating religious news through- "We're very healthy 
out the paper is that, by default, intend to stay that way," ( 
it could mean only the sensa- said. "Paid circulation 
tional faith-based stories are decline. But tell me when a 
covered. And with front-page zines, radio, and TV ever 
stories devoted to televangelist paid circulation. Readersh 
scandals and terrorism, some newspapers - in print 
worry that heartwarming fea- online - is increasing." 
tures usually reserved for inside The bottom line, accordir 

. pages of the paper will disap- most in the know, is that 
pear entirely. gj.on coverage in general 

Oppel doesn't share that con- disappearing, and that's ll 

cern. In his opinion, ~ont-page matters. Owens, for one, fa o 
news doesn't have to be sensa- mis tic. 
tional. "I'd be more worried if 

"The rise of Muslims in religion beat reporters go a' 
Austin, trends toward nonde- he said. "I'd hate to see any 
nominational suburban church- reporter confined to just one 
es, and the difficulty of recruit- tion." 0 
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So You're Seriously 
Thinking of Retirement ... . 

· Do you have enough? 

·What if }{)U live another 30 years? Are }{lu going to be okay? 

·Will you be able to leave something for your children? 

·What if the real estate mar1<et stumbles? 

·What if you change your plan in six months? 

For a complimentary review of your investment portfolio 

and to receive a free copy of Wachovia Securities' SO

page booklet So Youre Seriously Thinking of Retirement, 

please contact me. 

Hugh M. Sloan - .. 
Managing Director - Investments 
Sloan Wealth Management Group 
of Wachovia Securities 
10 Cadillac Drive. Suite 300 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
615-372-1163. 800-621-3245 
hugh.sloan@wachoviasec.com 
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1ckson church has smooth transition; two former ••• 
1tinued from page 1 
,..t said he discussed the. 
tion process with Engle

s deacons before "Ben 
d the equation." 
~ past TBC president 
ed that many churches 
ng-term pastorates have a 

tion time when the church 
es and has conflict. "That is 
normal," be said. 

transition concept is far 
for the church ," Jett 

• 
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~INISTRY - OTHER 
Iuman Resources Office of 

Jt ><ecutive Board of the Ten
~e Baptist Convention 
~nces that applications are 

accepted for the position 
raphic Designer in the 
d Ministries Group. Please 
t the Human Resources 

• P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, 
7024, (615) 371-2013 for 
• r information. General 
tation about this position is 
1 ble on our website at 
tnbaptist.org. Interested 
ns must submit an applica

be censidered for a posi-

.. ~ ••••• ! •• ~ . . .. . 
>burg Baptist Church, 
o, MS seeks a full-time 
or of Harrisburg Day 
I, a weekday education 
~m for ages eight weeks 
~ kindergarten. Resumes 
e sent to Carol Williams, 
tiff Gookin Blvd., Tupelo, 

801 or e-mail cwilliams@
burgonlin~.org. 

After prayer and meeting 
with deacons and committees in 
the church, Englewood's leader
ship felt that God's plan was to 
find their next pastor among the 
eDstingstrul. . 

Mandrell was a natural 
choice. Soon after he began serv
ing at the church full time, Man
drell began preachlng the ·sun
day evening services each week. 

In July of last year Mandrell 
was called as senior pastor-elect. 

Working with the transi
tion committee the decision 
was made to allow Mandrell 
to become the senior pastor at 

MINISTRY - OTHER 
Organist needed. 8:30 a.m. serv
iye only, First Baptist ·Church, 
Tullahoma. Call Dave Watts, 

~ 

(615) 455-5461. .•. ... .... ... -• • • • 
Seeking - full-time church 
administrator. Large Lexington 
church is looking for a church 
administrator. Responsible for 
the general operations, financial 
affairs, and administrative mat
ters of the church. Individual 
must possess a bachelor's 
degree (or higher) and appropri
ate training to manage business 
and fiscal affairs, human 
resources, and management of 
facilities and food services. A 
minimum of .five years experi
ence in church and/or related 
environment required. NACBA 
certification preferred. Please 
send resumes to Personnel 
Committee, 3100 Tates Creek 
Road, Lexington, KY 40502. 

FOOD SERVICES DIRECTO 
diate FT opening. Competent in menu design, purchasing, nutrition 
d prep. Must relate well with students (especially internationals), 
1 highest standards of behavior and communicate Christian faith to 

Duties: 500 school lunches; all meals for 75 boarding stu
lstaff; food service for visiting groups/special occasions. For appli-
1: President, Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy, 202 Smothers 
• Seymour, TN 37865; 865-573-8321 : Fax 865-573-8323; adminis
l @thekingsacademy.net. This is a Tennessee Baptist Convention
:ed educational institution . 

..... ------------... ------------------. 
Buses provided for LifeWay by 

Carpenter Bus Sales 
Franklin, TN • Since 1953 

1-615-316-2287 

1 ~800-3 70-6180 • carpenterbus.com 
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--------------------------------~ 
APOLOGETICS AND INTERFAITH 
EVANGELISM WORKSHOP, ISLAM 

~ will be an Apologetics and Interfaith Evangelism Workshop 
at the Wilson County Baptist Association on Saturday April 21, 
from 8:30a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The topic of this workshop will focus 
rHE TRUTH ABOUT ISLAM. A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE.'' 
'WOrkshop wm be lead by Rob Bowman, Manager. Apologetics 
Interfaith Evangelism, North American Mission Board, SBC. 
~ is a S15.00 registration fee for this workshop. The deadline for 
tratton lS Aodl 16th. 2007. Materials will be provided during the 
ihop as well as breaks and lunch on Saturday. Those who 
d all the sessions and complete the assignments will be certified 
:t North American Mission Board to lead awareness conferences 
:&1 churches. To register. please contact the WiLson County 
ciation at 615-444--8820. Information on thts workshop can also 
und on the TBC web site at www.tnbaptistorg.:eyeots. 

a ~gradual" pace. 
He began to take on more 

responsibilities as Jett fulfilled 
his duties as president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

Last fall Mandrell took over 
responsibilities for supervision of 
staff and he and J ett shared pul
pit responsibilities. 

In December Mandrell began 
to preach in the majority of the 
morning services. 

"I think the transition process 
has been helpful for the church," 
Jett said. 

As he steps down as pastor, 
Jett is ready to pass the mantle 
on to Mandrell and h P. expects 
the new pastor to be the leader of 
the church. 

''It is important for him to 
establish full leadership of the 
church. You have to know · who 
the leader is. That bas been clear 
throughout (the process)," Jett 
said. 

The new pastor is ready for 
the challenge and he is grateful 
for th e contributions of both 

Affordable Beachside & 
Beachfront Vacation Con

dos Spring Specials 
Gulf Shores & Orange 

Beach, Alabama 
www. u_lfshoresco_t"tdos.com 

(over 50 units to choose from) 

2 nights efficiency sleeps 4 
beachside $256.00; 4 nights 

2 bedroom sleeps 6 beachside 
5605.00; 2 nights 1 bedroom 
sleeps 6 beachfront 5383.00; 
4 nights 2 bedroom sleeps 6 

beachfront $650.00 Prices include 
everything (rent-tax-cleanup-parking) 

(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 
(expires 5/25/07) 

J ett and Williams. 
"One of the great blessings is 

that these two men have built 
such a great bank of trust with 
the congregation," Mandrell 
noted. 

In the years he has worked 
with both Jett and Williams, 
Mandrell recalled that the dis
cussion always centered on 
"what is best for the church." 

Mandrell noted that in Jett's 
last sermon, his mentor brought 
a message on unity, using I 
Corinthians as his text. 

After the message, the three 
men all took part in serving the 
Lord's Supper. 

"'t was a captivating picture 
of unity. that was being modeled 
among the leadership," Mandrell 
shared. 

He is excited about continuing 
the r elationship with the two for
~er pastors serving on staff. 

Williams, a long-time pastor 
in Tennessee and other states, 
and former Union University 
strui member, was named pastor 
emeritus of the church in 2003 
and began working on the staff 
primarily in the areas of senior 
adult and deacon ministry. 

Jett said he had no qualms 
about calling his predecessor to 
serve with him on.the staff. "We 
felt he was a special fit for us," 
Jett said. 

Jett said that one thing that 
has bothered him is the jealousy 
he has seen among some minis
ters. "There is no place for that in 
ministry. It is not about individu
als, but it is all about the work of 
the kingdom in the local church," 
he insisted. "I am thankful that 
we could work together." 

Williams agreed, noting~ "lt 
has been good for us." 

Both Williams and Jett say 
that while other churches ma.y 
have had two former pastors 
serving on staff at the same time, 
it is very unusual. 

"It might not work in some 
places1" admitted Jett, who said 
he planned to keep "a very low 
profile" in the beginning. 

Williams agreed that it might 
not work in some places but feels 
it will work at Englewood 
because of the "trust factor 
between the senior pastor and 
the two former pastors. It can be 
very effective," he predicted. 

Mandrell noted that rather 
than have a job description and 
have the men "fit into those" the 
decision was made to "fit into the 
strengths of the men." 

Both are great in dealing with 
sensitive issues, Mandrell said. 
The new pastor also noted that 
Jett has always enjoyed "knock
ing on doors and inviting people 
to church. He will continue to do 
that." The recently retired pastor 
also will continue to lead the 
Wednesday evening Bible study, 
Mandrell added. 

Williams will continue to 
work with senior adults and with 
the deacon ministry, Mandrell 
said, but added that "both will do 
whatever needs to get done." 

Mandrell is confident having 
the two pastors on his staff will 
work because they h ave always 
had th e freedom to speak frankly 
with each other. 

"I am so blessed to serve 
alongside these two men and 
with this church. I feel like I am 
living a dream," Mandrell said. 0 

Set Course for Adventure! 

Camping Adventure for all RAs 

Cost: $1 0 per person 

Events include: Campsite & Project 

Contest, Campcraft Rodeo, RA 

Racers, & RA Worship Service 

For more information: Call (615) 

259-3034 or visit our website link 

www. nashvillebaptistassociation. org 

and click on Royal Ambassadors. 

• 

April 20-21, 2007 @ Boxwell Reservation 1 

• 
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SBC CP gilts 
rise 1.6 pertenl 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Year-to
date contributions through 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion's Cooperative Program 
are 1.63 percent ahead of the 
s ame time frame in 2006, 
according to a news release 
from Morris H. Chapman, 
president of the SBC Execu
tive Committee. 

As of March 31, the year-to
date total of $102,076,645.12 
for Cooperative Program (CP) 
miSSIOnS is $1,632,454.07 
ahead of the $100,444,191.05 
received at the same point in 
2006. 

For the month, receipts of 
$14,991,093.27 were 18.21 per
cent, or $3,336,944.60, below 
the $18,328,037.87 received in 
March 2006. Designated giving 

of $117,390,555.15 for the same 
year-to-date period is 2.17 per
cent, or $2,489,202.56, above 
gifts of $114,901,352.59 
received at this point last year. 

The $23,923,724.41 in desig
nated gifts received last month 
is $11,243,313.61 below the 
$35,167,038.02 received in 
March 2006, a decrease of 
31.97 percent. 

For the SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget, 
t he year-to-date total of 
$102,076,645.12 is 104.19 per
cent of the $97,974,211.28 
budgeted to support Southern 
Baptist ministries globally 
and across North America. The 
SBC operates on an Oct. 1-
Sept. 30 fiscal year. 

The Cooperative Program is 
Southern Baptists' method of 
supporting missions and min
istry efforts of state conven
tions and the Southern Bap
t ist"Convent ion. 0 

North Carolina Baptist Minister to Host 

• 
rUISe 

And Pacific Northwest Vacation 

15 Days from$1399* 
On September 14, 2007 join your Spiritual Director, Baptist 
Minister Dr. Claren9e Freeman on this 15-day vacation 
including a 7 -day deluxe Alaska Cruise with Holland America 
Line and a 7 -day Pacific Northwest vacation with Your Man 
Tours. Daily Devotions will be made available for those in 
the group who wish to participate. Your group will fly into 
Seattle for a night before a scenic motor coach drive to 
Vancouver where you'll board the five-star ms Zuiderdam. 

Next, travel through a wondrous maze of forested 
island and glacier carved fjords, past charming coastal 
villages, migrating whales and calving glaciers to 
Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier 
Bay. 

After the cruise you'll start a ~ix-night motor coach tour 
with daily sightseeing visiting British Columbia; the Cascade 
Mountains; Washington; the Grand Coulee Dam; Lake 
Coeur d'Alene; Montana; Yellowstone (Old Faithful) and 
Grand Teton National Parks; Jackson Hole, Wyoming; and in 
Utah: the Great Salt Lake, Mormon Tabernacle, and more. 
You'll fly home after a night in Salt Lake City. *Prices for this 
15-day vacation start at only $1399 (per person, double 
occupancy) plus $349 port charges, taxes, services, 
government fees and the new Alaska state visitors tax. Add 
$600 airfare from Nashville, Knoxville, Memphis or 
Chattanooga, TN. $100 deposits are now due. 

Friends and family are welcome. 
For information, reservations, brochure, and Dr. Freeman's letter call: 

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 
1-800-968-7626 

America's R rst Choice for travel since 19671 

Non-Christians 
tile belief in 

• resurretflon 
Baptist Press 

. ALPHARETI'A, Ga. It 
may surprise many, but 75 per
cent of the Americans who say 
they are not born again Chris
tians still believe the biblical 
account of Jesus literally coming 
back to life in His physical body, 
according tO recent research by 
the North American Mission 
Board's Center for Missional 
Research. 

A less surprising result of the 
study is that nearly 100 percent 
of those identifying themselves 

GROW YOUR 
CHURCH FASTER ... 

Strengthen all of your church 
commlmications tools: 
• Bulletins & Newsletters 
• Advertising & Promotion 
• Church Website 
• Visitor's Brochure 

Look for my ''Touch-Points" 
column regularly in the Baptist & 
Reflector. 

Woody Murray 
Church Communications 

Specialist 
(615) 646-5725 

rwoodymurray@comcast.net 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
Needed! First Baptist, Big 
Sandy, Tenn., is in need of a 
bivocational youth minister for a 
growing youth department. . 
Please send resume to 1351 0 
Hwy. 69A, Big Sandy, TN 38221. ............ ~. . . ~ . 
Unaka Ave. Baptist seeks part
time student director. Please send 
resume/inquiry to 1213 E. Unaka 
Ave., Johnson City, TN 37601 or 
Thomas@ StoriesThatTell.com. .............. • • • • 
New Hope Baptist Church, Dyer, 
Tenn. , is searching for a bivoca
tional minister of students. If you 
are interested or know of some-
_one who is, please contact pas
tor John Fields at (731 ) 414-
4566 or chairman Joey Hays at 
(731) 643-7 427 or you may send 
resume to New Hope Baptist 
Church, 876 North Main St. , 
Dyer, TN 38330. 

First Baptist Church, Decatur
ville, Tenn., is currently. seeking 
a part-time youth minister. The 
candidate must be a minimum 
of 21 years old. If interested, 
send a resume to Attn: Youth 
Minister Search Committee, P. 
0 . Box 296, Decaturville, TN 
38329 or e-mail your resume to 
firstbaptlstdecaturville@ tds.net. 
For more information please call 
the church at (731) 852-4611 . Go 
to http://dfb.faithsite.com to see 
more about the church. 

~··· 
Erin Baptist Church seeks 

part-time youth minister, (931) 
289-3439, P. 0 . Box 410, Erin, 
TN 37061 . 

• na 1ona n ws 

as born again Christians believe 
in the res urrection of Jesus. · "'t really stunned us t~ learn 
that 75 percent of those Ameri
cans claiming not to be born 
again still believe in the resur
rection/ ' said Phillip Connor, 
research missiology manager for 
the Center for Missional 
Research. The CMR data was 
collected from a random sample 
of 1,204 adults across the Unit
ed States. The interviews were 
conducted by the polling firm of 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
First Baptist Church, Atwood, 
Tenn., is now accepting resumes 
for the position of full-time pas
tor. Please send resume to First 
Baptist Church, P. 0 . Box ·40, 
Atwood, TN 38220, Attn: Pastor 
Search Committee. ............. • • • •• 
Tom's Creek Baptist Church is 
seeking a bivocational pastor. 
Please send resume to Dewayne 
Cotham, 35 Pineview Rd., Lin
den, TN 37096. .............. • • • • 
Erlanger Baptist Church, 
Erlanger, Ky. (Northern Ky. Bap
tist Assoc.) seeking full-time pas
tor. Replies treated with confi
dence. Contact Arnold Caddell, 
2221 Beil Rd., Burlington, KY 
41005, phone (859) 586-7760, 
e-mail: acaddell@ fuse.net. 

MINISTRY - MINISTER OF 
EDUCATION/ 

ADMINISTRATION 
"Man of God Required" to 
become the new minister of edu
cation and administration at L~a
wood East B.aptist Church in 
Cordova, Tenn. For more infor
mation, e-mail Jeff Herndon at 
jlherndon 77@ yahoo. com. 

MINISTRY - CHILDREN 
Bon Air Baptist Cburch, a grow
ing, 2,700-mem.ber congregation 
near Richmond, VA, seeks a 
dynamic and creative individual 
to lead its children's ministry. 
This person will be responsible 
for maintaining and enhancing a 
program of Christian educaffon, 
outreach, and worship for 
preschoolers, children, their ,par
ents, and leaders. Candidates 
should have a successful record 
in this field, knowledge of the lat
est trends, understand the multi
site concept, and have a passion 
for sharing God's love with chil
dren and families. Qualified can
didates can submit a cover letter 
and resume to search team@
bonairbaptist.org and visit 
www.bonairbaptist.org for a job 
description. 

MINISTRY- COMBO 
Minister of youth and music, a 
conservative SBC church, is 
seeking an experienced per
son to fill this dual ministry 
position. Send resumes to 
Carpenter Street Baptist 
Church, 501 E. Carpenter St., 
Moberly, MO 65270, or e-mail 
to carpbcpastor@yahoo.com. 

Zogby lntemetional on b 
the NA.MB center 

"''t also surprised us 
percent of those who rare 
en the chu.rth doon;, and 
cent of those who nevet 
clmreh, nevertheless still 
in the literal 
Christ, .. said Connor. , 

MINISTRY - MUS 
Sunnyside Baptist Ch 11 
Kingsport, Tenn., is se 
full -time minister of mu 
candidate should have ' 
music education and a 
full-time experience. Tht 
ter of music will lead a 
music program, ir 
responsibility for adult, 
and children's choirs. P 
cants will undergo e 
check, background sc 
and will participate in a 
personal and theologic. 
tioning. Interested ap 
may submit resume to Pt 
Committee, 406 Cool<: 
Road, Kingsport, TN 37(. 

Bivocational music 
needed. Sendreswneto 
Grove Baptist Chu~ch, F 
337, New Market, TN 37 •. 

•••••••••• !. 
.... . . . 

Vibrant and growing ~ 

Baptist Church of 1,200 
bership, located in a fast ( 

• 
market in the Southeas 
dynamic worship leac 
music director for blend 
pie services and fully 
choral and instrumentl 
ministry. Proven ex~ 

along with bachelor of rr 
seminary degree requlr 
didate should be able 
demonstrated success I 
ing, growing, and or 
multigenerational music 
as well as pursuing 
through missions, st 
other productions, ar 
tiona! avenues. Send 
and cover letter v ia E 
fnorwood @fbcmatthew$ g 

Falling Water Baptist C 
seeking a part-time mu 
tor to lead blended wor! 
ices and our choir. Pie; J 
resumes to Search C( 
Falling Water Baptist 
523 Roberts Mill Road 
TN 37343. You may also 
office@ fallingwaterbaptJ 

MINISTRY - POSn 
New Prospect Baptist 
Anderson, SC (500 wo1 
is receiving resumes f • 
time minister to childr• 
full-time minister to 
Please mail to 2503 
Rd., Anderson, SC 29 
mail to tonys2004@ bel~ 

MISCELLANEO 
Grace Baptist Church 
field would like to buy a 
accessible van. Call (f 
2353 or (615) 384-473! 
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:J..---- -fninisterjfs corner - ---

(n Malachi 3:3 (rl)d is pictured by the prophet sit

by the fire as a refiner and purifier of silver. Few 

exist taday as virtually all silver is 

and purified in industrial sites in faraway 

ces like Colorado. 

p the past, silversmiths would hold the silver in an 

~rO'Pn<ate vessel over the middle of the flames to 

•n away the impurities. I am told the silversmith 

s his eye on the silver every moment that it is 

ng refined. How did he know that it was ready to be 

;~.o~ed from the fire? He knew that it was fully 

ned when he saw his image in it. 

. ~ the same is happening in your life and mine as we 

a through God's refining process in this life. God's 

1 is to see His image in each of us as Christians. 

~ven though it is not always pleasant, I am glad 

~ is wiUing to watch me carefully as I feel the heat 

he refining process. One day I will be fully fit for 

kingdom when He sees His image in me and takes 

home to be with Him. 

~e glad this day that (rl)d is not through with you 

I am glad that He is not through With me. Thank 

~ for the Refiner's fire! 0 -Young is director of mis

,s for Tennessee Valley Baptist Association, based in 

(ton. 

a way with words 

,d is making house calls 
X. Lewis 

is making house calls 
can't come to Him. 

on duty all hours of the day; 
get about appointments 
use there's no need for them. 

you have to do is kneel and pray. 
ik Him up, He's in your Bible pages. 
s listed under healing, sick, and lame; 

been in practice all throughout the ages. 
1 Great Physician heals -just call His name. 

L is making house calls, 
l you don't have to wait. 
s your greatest hope - the only way. 
knows your every burden 
l heals both small and great -
you have to do is kneel and pray. 

:;opyright by Hugh X. Lewis. Lewis, a Baptist layman, is 
t laureate of Christian country music in Tennessee. He 
written more than 250 songs and is featured daily on 
Southern gospel radio stations throughout the country. 

is available to speak to church and senior adult groups. 
more information. call (615) 883-0086. 

COOPE~TIVE PROGRAM 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Funding missions in Tennessee 
and around the world. 

• Humble serv1ce 
By Dean Sisk 

Focal Passage: John 13:1, 
3-10a, 12-17 

In 2006, a man from New York 
named Jose Luis Espinal was 
allowed to legally change his name 
to Jesus Christ. Expressing his 
delight in the judge's decision, 
Espinal told reporters that he had 
been seeking the name change for 
about · a year, because "I am the 
person that is that name." 

Surely Jose Luis Espinal is 
delusional, as he has not only 
legally changed his name to Jesus 
Christ, but that he also actually 
believes that he is Jesus Christ! 
Some would contend that Espinal 
is possessed by "delusions of 
grandeur." The first followers of 
Jesus Christ (the real Jesus 
Christ) had that same problem. 
For three years, He had led His 

• disciples by word and example, 
and His example was that of hum
ble servanthood. So were His 
words, as in Matthew 23:11, "The 
greatest among you will be your 
servant." 

But old habits and attitudes die 
hard, and as the clock was ticking 
down to the very moment when 
their Master would be betrayed, 
arrested, tried, and crucified, these 
men were stubbornly clinging to 
their vanity, their desire for promi
nence and power, their "delusions 
of grandeur." As the concept of 
humble servanthood · was crucial 
for effective kingdom work, Jesus 

again used divine words and vivid 
example to stress this to these 

· men. 
I find it striking here that Jesus 

is consumed with concern in the 
Upper Room - not for Himself, 
though He saw with the realization 
that only comes by way of divine 
omniscience that He would soon be 
brutalized by man and abandoned 
by God - but for these 12 men 
(yes, He loved Judas too, though He 
knew full well that h e would 
betray Him). But He was serenely 
confident, for He knew "that He 
had come from God, and that He 
was going back to God" (v. 3b). This 
assurance was "the joy that lay 
before Him" (Hebrews 12:2) that 
enabled Him to endure the ferocity 
of the cross. 

The disciples were not about to 
wash each other's feet. After all, 
Luke tells us that "a dispute also 
arose among them about who 
should be considered the greatest" 
(Luke 22:24). Foot-washing was 
done by the lowliest of household 
servants, not by those who would 
inherit the kingdom! And so Jesus 
had to teach them by taking that 
role upon Himself: the King of 
kings washing the filthy feet of 
filthy sinners! 

This unexpected action shocked 
and upset the disciples. They were 
surely thinking what only Peter 
expressed verbally, when he once 
again (as at Caesarea Philippi, 
Matthew 16) assumes the brazen 
role of rebuking the Lord! But 

Prepare for suffering 
By Tim West 

Focal Passage:: I Peter 3:13-4:6 
• Introduction: Thus far, Peter 
has taken us on quite a journey. 
Now, we venture onto the road of 
Christian suffering. So, let us 
travel this road arm in arm. This 
passage brings several words to 
mind: 

The first word is disarm. We 
are told to "lay aside all malice, 
and all guile, and hypocrisies, and 
envies, and all evil speaking" (2:1). 
Peter plainly states, " ... the Lord is 
against them that do evil" (3:12). 
We must "be followers of that 
which is good" (v. 13). In our jour
ney, we are often tempted to 
engage in conventional (carnal) 
warfare. It is essential to remem
ber the Christian's goal is reconcil
iation, not retaliation. 

Disarm does not mean defense
less. Peter says," ... do not be afraid 
of their terror, neither be troubled" 
(v.·l4). How do you fight fear? Peter 
writes, "'... pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear" (1:17). You 
fight fear with fear! In other 
words, 3:14 will not work for you 
unless 1: 17 works in you. Fear 
(respect) God and do not fear evil
doers. 

The second word is re-arm. 
Conventional warfare will not 
achieve spiritual success. It has 
been said, '"Do not fight fire with 
tire." Do not fear; you can defend 
yourselL You can defend yourself 
without being defensive. "But sane-

tify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in 
you, with meekness and fear" (v. 
15). Do not walk around with a chip 
on your shoulder! Be gentle and 
kind. Arm yourself with the "armor 
of God" (Ephesians 6: 13). 

The third word is harm. 
Peter asks, "And who is he that will 
harm you ... " (v. 13)? I have "good 
news" and "bad news." The bad 
news is Christians will suffer. The 
good news is Christian suffering is 
not bad. Jesus is our example1 "For 
Christ also once suffered for sins, 
the just for unjust, that he might 
bring us to God .. . " (v. 18). 
"Forasmuch, then, as Christ has 
suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same 
mind ... " (4:1). Yes, when you put 
on the mind of Christ, evildoers 
will think you are strange and 
speak evil of you (v. 4). What else 
can they do to you? Jesus says, 
""And fear not them who kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the 
soul; but rather fear him who is 
able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell" (Matthew 10:28). 

The final word is alarm. 
Please read I Peter 3:19-20, 4:6. 
These verses seem t~ cause much 
alarm. Before we proceed, you must 
know, I reserve the right to be 
wrong. 

First, let us look at 3:19-20. 
Hebrews 4. speaking of Moses and 
the fathers in the wilderness, says, 

Sunday School lesson 
Bible Studies for life 

April 15 
Peter's heart, thankfully, was even 
bigger than his mouth, so when 
Jesus reminded him that cleansing 
was essential for having a true 
relationship with Him, Peter asked 
for a bath! J esus' gentle response 
to Peter in verse 10 serves to 
remind us that salvation (a "bath") 
is a one-time experience, while 
sanctification (foot-washing) is an 
ongoing need (I John 1:9). 

As Jesus finished washing the 
disciples' feet, He gracious ly 
explained its application to their 
lives, as well as ours today. He 
basically exhorts them to do for one· 
another what He had just been 
willing to do for them. While the 
ritual of foot-washing that some 
churches practice today is certain~ 
ly not wrong, it is also not to be 
seen as a church ordinance. Rather, 
the command from our Lord is that 
we willingly humble ourselves by 
ministering to one another. That, 
in direct contradiction to the 
world's philosophy, is the only 
pathway to genuine greatness. 

No, Jose Luis Espinal is not 
Jesus Christ, not by a long shot! 
But no one is_more like Jesus than 
the one who is willing to serve oth
ers in true humility. Do others, 
then, see Jesus in you? 0- Sisk is 
pastor of Belle AiFe Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro. 

Sunday ~hool Lesson 
Explore the Bi&le 

Apl'il 15 
"For unto us was the gospel 
preached, as well as unto them ... " 
(v. 2). Peter calls Noah a "preacher 
of righteousness" (II Peter 2:5). I 
offer the following suggestions: (1) 
The gospel was preached through 
Noah by the Holy Spirit; (2) when 
Noah preached the gospel, his audi
ence was alive, but lost; (3) Peter 
refers to those same people as 
"spirits in prison," because they 
rejected the gospel; and ( 4) Peter 
uses this illustration to encourage 
his audience to be patient in midst 
of persecution. Remain committed 
to the "will of God" (4:2). 

My first thought concerning 4:6 
is this might answer the question 
concerning those people who have 
died without hearing the gospel. 
My second thought is the resurrec~ 
tion event recorded in Matthew 
27:52-53, "And the graves were 
opened; and many bodies of the 
saints that slept were raised, and 
came out of the graves after his res-
··-~ .. ~~~on .... 

Conclusion. These verses 
have attracted much attentjon, 
and many suggestions have beE!n 
offered. ln the worst--case sce
nario, I can be wrong; in the best
case soonario. I might be right. To 
God he the glory! '3 -West •s pa~ 
tor of Hornsby Baptist Church, 
Hornsby. 

• 
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Leaders 
+ ClearView Baptist Church, 

Franklin, bas called Mark Mar
shall as senior pastor effective 
May 1. He has been interim pas
tor of the 2,000-member church 

since Septem
ber 2006. Mar
shall, 44, cur
rently serves 
as director of 
leader s hip 
training and 
en ri chment 
events at Life-

MARSHALL Way Christian 
Re s ource s, 

Nashville. Earlier, he served as 
pastor of a church near Atlanta, 
Ga. Marshall holds a master of 
divinity degree from Southwest
ern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Fort Worth, Texas, and a 
bachelor of science degree from 
Georgia State University, 
Atlanta. 

+ Delano Baptist Church, 
Delano, honored Harold Cur
tis, pastor, with a Pastor Appre
ciation Day on March 4 for his 
12 years of service. 

+ Crossroads Baptist 
Church, Benton, held an ordina
tion service for Richard 
Mason, pastor, on Feb. 28. 

+ Eastwood Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, has called Ted 
Ingram as interim pastor. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
White Pine, has called Brian 
Osborne as past'br. 

+ East Side Baptist Church, 
Elizabethton, has called Bob 
Polk as interim pastor. 

+ Bakers Gap Bapt ist 

Church, Mountain City, has 
called Dennis Peterson as pas
tor. 

+ Lynn Hartsell has 
resigned as. pastor of Cherokee 
Baptist Church, Jonesborough. 

+ Solomon's Temple Mis
sionary Baptist Church, 
Kingsport, has called Emery 
Ramey as pastor. 

+ Jack Howell has 
resigned as minister of educa
tion of University Parkway Bap
tist Church, Johnson City. 

+ Kyle Wishert resigned 
Feb. 14 as pastor of Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, West Point. 
Olive Hill Baptist Church, 
Olivehill, has called.him as pas
tor. 

+ Piney Baptist Church, 
Hohenwald, has called Jamie 
English Sr., as associate pastor. 

+ Oakwood Baptist Church, 
Milan, has called Andy King as 
interim pastor. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Rutherford, has called Kasey 
Harris as minister of music and 
Brian Hinten as minister of 
youth. 

+ Turkey Creek Baptist 
Church, Saval?Jlah, called Eric 
Jones as pastor effective March 
4. Wayne King was interim 
pastor. 

+ Malesus Baptist Church, 
Jackson, . has called Ken Story 
as · pastor effective April 1. He 
has been pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Counce, and German
town Baptist Church, German
town. · 

+ ·Philip Dougan has been 
called as interim pastor of 

MEMBERS OF Eastanallee Baptist Church, Riceville, walk from 
its old building across a road to its new on March 25. Then they 
experienced worship in their new sanctuary for the first time. The 
"crossover" was led by Mickey Basham Sr. , pastor, and Oran 
Creasman, pastor emeritus. 

LEADERS OF MOUNT CALVARY Baptist Church, Gallatin, break grounct for a new building 
will be twice the size of the present building. It will include an auditorium, fellowship hall, a, 
classrooms. The leaders are, from left, Webb Stafford; Ricky Shehane; Forrest Creekmore, 1 * 
J. C. Lewis, former director of missions, Bledsoe Baptist Asso_ciation; Harlin Wims; and Terr 
son. 

. 
Shellsford Baptist Church, 
McMinnville. Dougan was for
merly interim pastor, First Bap
tist Church, Smithville, and has 
served as pastor of Gath Baptist 
Church, McMinnville, arid First 
Baptist Church, Smartt. 

Churches 
• Mt. Gilead Baptist 

Church, Bethel Springs, wjU 
0 t 

hold revival services April 22:.. 
25. Q. T. Ctirtis of Mobile, Ala ., 
will speak. David Hudson of 
Lascassas will lead the music. 

• First Baptist -Church, 
LiVingston, will ordain six new 
deacons on April 15. They are 
Greg Arnold, Troy Human, 
Mark Langenberg, Phil Mar
shall, Phillip McCormick, and 
Anthony White. These men were 
elected _along with two other 
new deacons, who were previ
ously ordained. 

+ Turkey Creek Baptist 
Church, Savannah, will hold 
revival serviees April 22-'25.· 
James Young, pastor of Ramer 
Baptist Church, Ramer, wil'l 
speak. 

+ Bridges of Hope Fellow
ship Mission Church, 
McMinnville, held Miracle 
Sunday on March 18. It sur
passed two of its three goals 
that day. According to De Wayne 
Howard, pastor, 96 people 
attended worship that day, one 
person received Christ , and 
$5,348 was raised towards the 

land and building goal. · 

+ Northeast Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, will cele
brate its 30th anniversary on 
Apri122. Jamie Work will speak. 
For more information, call (931) 
647-8517 or (931) 648-'1831. 

I# , 

ssocaattons 
+ The disaster relief mass 

feeding team of Cumberland 
Gap Baptist - Association, 
HaiTogate, involving six volun
teers worked April 4-5 at First 

.Baptist Church, New Ta 
where they cooked 275 roo • 
storm victims. Some ' 
took refuge in a Red Cro1 
ter at Tazewell/New Tl 
Elementary School. The 
residents mainly came fr 1 tile 1 

mobile home park whi1 
damaged by severe tl tder 
storms on April 3, accor 
Joe Martin, disaster reli , ...... 
cap. A Red Cross ErnE 
response vehicle delive 
meals to the school a 
mobile home park. 

GIRLS IN ACTION and their leaders of Siam Baptist 
Elizabethton, stand with a lamb and its owners at the chJ 
March 25. The group was promoting its project to benefit 
Most, a ministr¥ of the Woman 's Missionary Union wh11 
vides farm animals to needy families in Croatia. 
raised $141 during March for the ministry. From left a 
Anderson, Madison Hammitt, Miranda Anderson, Abby E 
Laurel Singleton, Olivia Cable, Judy Bailey, and Cartee ( 

A GROUP FROM CUMBERLAND GAP Baptist Ass• 
stands with residents and leaders of the Morgan County , 
of Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes. The assoclatioj 
delivered three pick~up truck loads of food to Knoxville ' 
was picked up by the TBCH group. The association group 
ed Kenny Clark, pastor, Oak Grove Baptist Church, Hs. 
Billy Cunningham and Paul Brock of Indian Creek 
Church, Harrogate; and Frances and Clayton Dunsmoff 
more is director of missions of the association. 


