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hr-istian horse whisperer performs at Mule Days 2007 
~"nn•e Davis Bushey 

and Reflector 

OLUMBlA - Paul Daily 
13n't consider himself a horse 

'· sperer but many people do. 
e,P! ~t Mule Days 2007 here last 
efl) t ~kend he coaxed a colt which 

never been ridden before 
which Daily had never seen 
re to let him ride it. He did 
in two hours and did this 
different days while shar~ 
some of the tricks of his 

Days is an annual event 
attracts thousands of peo
Columbia every year. -

a _...--- -
..,cu· .• , also pointed the crowds 
.. od as-be-trained the horses. 

e event was sponsored by 
Baptist Association, based 

~olu.mbia, and the Tennessee 
' .. tist Convention through its 

'ter funding process. 

PAUL DAILY tells the crowd at 
Mule Days 2007 in Columbia 
about his bridle. Each knot on 
the bridle represents a person 
he has seen make a profession 
of faith through his ministry. 

PAUL DAILY, horse whisperer or trainer of Wild Horse Ministries, Trout, La., works with a colt which 
has never been ridden at Mule Days 2007 in Columbia last weekend. He also spoke of his faith while 
he trained the horse. 

ri'm not a preacher; I'm just 
ppy customer," said Daily 
operates Wild Horse Min~ 

based in Trout, La. 

make choices though God has a 
plan for them, said Daily. 

''The devil pulled a lot of 
tricks on me and I fell for them," 
he said. 

He used to take advantage of 
horses so "I could stick my ches~ 
out," described Daily. 

When the horse kicked the 
fence, Daily asked who the 

• 
horse was hurting? "Many 

horse whisperer is a 
" said Daily, adding he 

't know everything about 

horses. H.e also said he didn't 
know the outcome of this event, 
noting the horse must make 
some choices. 

In the same way, people 

"I thought I .wouldn't have 
any more fun if I was a Christ~ 
ian. Boy was I wrong." 

He was a "mean, tough cow
bgy" but "I couldn't get away 
from God." In the same way, this 
horse can't get away from him, 
he added. 

times, folks, we bring pain to 
ourselves. So many times God's 
trying to work in our lives and 
we're trying to kick against it." 
- See Christian, page 4 

rebuild team to date impacts Gulf Coast 
a Knox 

tist and Reflector 

..:JULFPORT, Miss. - Nolachucky 
tist Association, based in Morris~ 

;htAt n. sponsored a 233-member Baptist 
Rr ders team Aprill-7, which included 

r other associations on a construe~ 
l response to the Gulf Coast. 
'This rebuild ministry response of five 
ociations to continue disaster relief 

Bf struction in areas destroyed by Hurri
e Katrina is the largest Tennessee 

volunteer team to date to work in the 
region thus far," said David Acres, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention state disaster 
relief director and Baptist Builder coordi~ 
nator. 

The effort was coordinated by Ten~ 
nessee Baptist disaster relief/rebuild 
ministry. he said. 

In February 2006, the Tennessee 
Baptist disaster relief response ended 
in the area and the Baptist Builders 
response began, Acres reported. 

"This five associations team really 

)IIKJNG ON B house in D'Iberville. Miss.. are several Baptist Builders volunteers 
n Bible's Chapel Baptist Church, Midway. ana Beulah Baptist Church. Mohawk . . 

tried to make an impact in the area. We 
hoped to get a lot of work done, because 
there is still a lot of work to be done 
there," Acres said . 

Besides Nolachucky Association, 
other associations whose volunteers 
served on the team were: Holston Bap-· 
tist Association, Johnson City; Holston 
Valley Baptist Association, Rogersville; 
Sullivan Baptist Association, Kings
port; and Hamilton County Baptist 
Association, Chattanooga. 

Don Owen, a member of First Bap
tist Church, Morristown, served as the 
Project Gulf Coast Rebuild project coor~ 
dina tor. 

He also serves as the N olachucky 
Association disaster relief director. 
According to Owen, Nolachucky Associ
ation was making plans to return to the 
Gulf Coast for its 32nd tnp when other 
Baptist associations contacted them to 
join on the response. In addition. this is 
the largest team to go thus far to the 
Gulf Coast from Xolachucky Associa
-tion. 

Sullivan Association took their mass 
feeding unit w help feed the volunteers 
which was supplied \v"ith food pur
chased by funds from TBC disaster 
relief. In addition. Ridgedale Baptist 
Churcll. Chattanooga, located in the 
Hamilton Cormty Association, brought 
their shower unit for use. 
- See largest. page 3 

Olforcl Ministries 
to become part of 
Union University 
By Tim Ellswqrth 
Union University news office 

JACKSON - Stephen F. Olford 
is known as one of the greatest 
preachers of the 20th century. 

His radio and television pro· 
grams were heard around the world, 
and countless preachers benefited 
from the training Olford provided 
them at the Stephen Olford Center 
for Biblical Preaching in Memphis. 

Now Union University will help 
to carry on Olford's legacy, after the 
board of directors for Olford Min· 
istries International on April 3 
approved a transfer of a large 
majority of the ministry's assets to 
Union Univer.~ity. union Pres1dent 
DavidS. Dockery reported the gift to 
Union trustees April 12. 

The gift to Union includes the 
Stephen Olford Center., located on 
18 wooded acres in the heart of 
southeast Memphis. 

The gift of the Stephen Olford 
Center is worth more than $4 . .5 mil
lion, the largest one-time gdi in 
Union history. Closing on the trans· 
action is scheduled for May 31. 
- See Otford, page 4 

• 



abou 
your 

newsioutnal 

• 

Subscribe to the Baptist and 
Reflector for one year and 
receive 47 copies. Individual 
subscriptions, $12; Church 
Leadership Plan, $8.75 per 
subscription; other plans avail
able 

Lonnie Wilkey, editor 
(615) 371-2046 , 
lwilkey@tnbaptist.org 

Connie Davis Bushey, news 
editor 

(615) 371-7928, 
cbushey@tnbaptist.org 

Susie Edwards, financial/ 
circulation coordinator 

(615) 371-2003, 
sedwards @tnbaptist.org 

Mary Nimmo, advertising/ 
churcJ\ pages coordinator 

(615) 371-7929, 
mnimmo @tnbaptist.org 

Marcia Knox, special features 
assistant 

(615) 371-2089, 
mknox@ tnbaptist.org 

Office - Baptist and Reflector, 
5001 Maryland Way, Brent
wood, TN 37027 

Mailing address - P.O. Box· 
728, Brentwood, TN 37024 

Phone - (615) 371-2003 

FAX - (615) 371-2080 

Web Site - www.tnbaptist.org 

Publisher- Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Executive Board 

Shared Ministries · 
Committee-

Wendell Boertje chairman; Tim 
Frank, vice chairman; Tom 
Bigham, Orvind Dangeau, 
Mary Beth Duke, Nina Fletch
er, David Green, Doug Jen
nings, Joey Johnson, Bert 
Jones, Tommy Lemmonds, 
Greg Long, William Oakley, Ed 
Porter, Mildred Thompson, 
larry Triplett, Wes·Turner 

Postmaster -
Periodical postage paid at 

Brentwood and at additional 
mailing office. (USPS 041-
780) POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Baptist 
and Reflector, P.O, Box 728, 
Brentwood, TN 37024. 

Frequency of Issue -
Published weekly except for the 

weeks of Christmas, New 
Year's, Memorial Day, Fourth 
of July, and Labor Day. 

..,W.. Printed on 
v::t:/ recycled paper 

' . . True love Wa1ls to 
expand in Afrita 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - True Love 
Waits International will expand 
its abstinence-until-marriage 
message in six African coun
tries, utilizing $950,000 in donor 
gifts to LifeWay Christian 
Resources' A Defining Moment 
capital campaign, said LifeWay 
President Thom S. Rainer April 
11. 

"Although HIV/AIDS is a con
cern worldwide, the most con
centrated and high-risk area 
continues to be the continent of 
Africa, where the life expectancy 
in some co~tries has dropped 
from age 42 to as low as age 30," 
Rainer said. "We are very 
pleased to make this announce
ment today because we believe 
True Love Waits can be the 
answer for the AIDS epidemic 
on the entire continent." 

Mike Arrington, a spokesman 
for the LifeWay capital cam
paign, voiced appreciation for 
"gifts of generous donors to A 
Defining Moment," enabling 
True Love Waits to expand "in a 
continent where AIDS is literal
ly a life~and-de.ath battle. GQd 
has given us a program that not 
only is very effective but also 
can easily be multiplied." 

Since its introduction in Ugan
da 13 years ago, True Love Waits 
bas been a catalyst for bringing 
people together to address the 
AIDS problem and spread the 
message of biblical purity to 

• 
schools, youth groups, and com-
muniti~s. In the years that fol
lowed, Uganda's HIV/AIDS infec
tion rate dropped from 30 percent 

• 
~ to about 6 percent of the country's 

25 million people. 
"Some leaders in Uganda say 

that this turnaround has literal
ly saved a ·generation," said 
Jimmy Hester, co-founder of the 
True Love Waits movement. "We 

' believe t hat expanding True 
Love Waits to other parts of 
Africa 4as the ·potential of dra
matically lowering the 
HIV/AIDS · infection rate m 
those countries as well." 

Larry and Sharon Pumpelly, 
the missionaries who introduced 
True Love Waits in Uganda in 
1994, are working with Hester 
and the LifeWay True Love 
Waits team on the multi-country 
expansion - into South Africa, 
Tanzania, Zambia, Swaziland, 
Botswana, and Lesotho. CJ 

SWBTS responds 
to lawsuit from 
former professor 
Baptist Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas -
Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary has filed a motion 
to dismiss a lawsuit by a profes
sor who has alleged that her dis
missal from a tenure-track posi
tion last year was because she is 
a woman. 

The seminary argued that 

the dismissal of Sheri L. Klouda 
is protected by the same reli
gious freedom accorded to 
churches under the First 
Amendment, according to an 
April 9 filing with the U.S. Dis
trict Court for the Northern Dis
trict of Texas. 

As stated by the seminary: 
"The Seminary's relationship 
with its professors has been held 
by the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals to be the same relation
ship as a church bas with its 
ministers. Any decision the 
Seminary may make regarding 
the employment of one of its pro
fessors is an ecclesiastical deci
sion, which this Court is bound 
to accept out of deference for the 
free exercise of religion, protect
ed by the First Amendment." 

The seminary filing also dis
puted various claims in Klouda's 
suit, filed March 8 in the federal 
court, which is located in Fort 
Worth, as is the seminary. 

Klouda, in the suit, accused 
the seminary and its president, 
Paige Patterson, of breach of 

·contract, fraud, and defamation. 
Klouda is seeking unspecified 

damages and has requested a 
trial by jury. The seminary's 
motion to dismiss the suit, mean
while, "requests such other and 
further relief, at law or in equity, 
to which it may be justly enti
t led," but set forth no specifics. 

Klouda, who now is a profes-· 
sor at Taylor University in 
Upland, Ind., received her Ph.D. 
at Southwestern in 2002 and 
was unanimously elected by 
trustees to a tenure-track assis
tant professor position to teach 
Hebrew in the $eminary's school 
of theology. She also is a gradu
ate of Criswell College in Dallas. 

Klo~da taught both men and 
women in her classes at the 
semmary. 

~ccording to the lawsuit, "she 
is an accomplished theologian, 
who served as professor at 
Southwestern for a lmost four 
years, impressing students and 
faculty alike, until sh e was 
forced out in the spring of 2006 
because of her gender." CJ 

Blogging pastors 
urge SBC to deal 
with sexual abuse 
Associated Baptist Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas -With 
increasing national attention on 
Baptist churches' problem& with 
clergy sex abuse, two prominent 
pastors have said they intend to 
push for more comprehensive 
ways to address the problem in 
the 16-million member South-
ern Baptist Convention. 

Oklahoma pastor Wade 
Burleson and Texas pastor Ben
jamin Cole intend to present a 
motion and resolution regarding 
the abuse problem at the annual 
SBC meeting, set for June 12 
and 13 in San Antonio, Texas. 
The two have gained conven
tion-wide attention in the past 
year for their blog-driven efforts 
to reform the denomination. 

na ional • news 

Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Enid. Okla, will bring a motion 
calling for a study on the possi
bility of developing a database 
of Southern Baptist ministers 
convicted of sexual harassment 
and abp..se. The motion will ask 
the SBC Executive Committee 
to report results from the study 
at the 2008 annual meeting. 
scheduled for Indianapolis. 

Cole, who leads Parkview 
Baptist Church in Arlington, 
Texas, will introduce a resolution 
titled "On Clergy Sexual Abuse." 

"Southern Baptists have not 
fully explored every option to 
protect our churches and our 
children from the threat of 
potential victimization and 
abuse at the hands of predatory 
clergy," the resolution says. It 
also calls upon SBC member 
churches to "pursue every possi
ble avenue in determining the 
moral character and ethical con-
duct of ministry candidates." 

Cole's proposal also urges 
convention agencies, institu
tions, and commissions to "take 
bold steps to educate Southern 
Baptists concerning: the indica
tions associated with and the 
reporting of child victimization." 

A segment on the April 13 
edition of the ABC News pro
gram "20/20" focused on clergy 
sex abuse in the SBC and other 
denominations. ABC producers 
said the story ,explored th,e 
unique problem that the Baptist 
style of church government -
whose cornerstone is the auton
omy of the local church --- poses 
to denomination-wide efforts to 
combat the problem. 

SBC president Frank Page 
appeared on the "20/20" seg
ment. He wrote an open letter to 
Southern Bapt ists addressing 
the state of the problem, w hicb 
he said is not "systematic and 
large-scale" in the denomination. 

In the April 2 letter, Page 
said even one instance of sexual 
abuse is too much and urged 
local churches to take action 
against predators. He also called 
on churches to require back
ground .checks on national and 
state levels and to conduct 
"thorough refer ence checks" 
when hiring ministers and otlier 
church staff. CJ 

Stem 1ell vote 
not veto proof 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON -The Unit
ed States Senate agam has 
voted to fund stem cell research 
that destroys human embryos, 
but it also again has failed to do 
so with a majority large enough 
to overcome a veto by President 
George W. Bush. 

The Senate voted 63-34 for 
the Stem Cell Research 
Enhancement Act April 11. The 
bill would liberalize a policy 
instituted by President Bush in 
2001 that prohibits federal 
grants for destructive embryonic 
stem cell research. The measure 
(S. 5), similar to one passed in 
January by the House .of Repre

Burleson, pastor of sentatives, would provide funds 

• 

for ~search using stem ce. 
CUl'ed: from embryoa stoft!l( 
vitro fert:i.I.Wltion cliniC& E 
ing stem ccns from ~ 
destroys the tiny human b 

Senators also voted 70 
another st~m cell men.sw 
one designed to promote 
to derive stem cells wi• 
qualities of taose fou 
embryos - and knov 
pluripotent cells - witho 
ating embryos for experil 
tion or destroying them. 

Passage of S. 5, which f 
advocates strongly oppose 
a foregone conclusion; b 
supporters had hoped to 
two-thirds m8jority to d 
strate the Senate had the 
to override a veto. The 
however, would have 
short of a veto-proof m. 
even if the three senator 
did not participate had 
present and supported th• 

The House fell even f 
short when it approved il 
sion earlier this year. The 
vote was 253-17 4, leav 
more than 30 votes below 
thirds majority. 

It is' expected represent 
will vote, possibly soor,, < 

Senate version, which 1 

slightly from the !
approved bill. 

The president reitE 
after the Senate vote he 
veto the measure if it rE 
his desk. CJ 

iGtr leall•r le 
retire in 2008 
Baptist Pres.s 

DALLAS- Charles 
who has led the Baptist G 
Convention of Texas since 
announced his intention 
11 to retire as executive di 
Jan. 31, 2008. 

Wade led the convc 
through major changes 
governance and a reorg 
tion of its staff. 

. Wade also played a r 
distancing the BGCT fro 
Southern Baptist Conven 

Boy Stouts wiiJ 
vittory over A 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - A f 
appeals court bas reject 
ACLU-.backed lawsuit ell 
the government's support 
event sponsored every 
years by the Boy Seot 
America violates the se~ 
of church and state. 

A three-judge panel • 
Seventh Circuit Cow 
Appeals in Chicago diami 
lawsuit against the Depar 
of Defense, which provide 
port for the BSA's Ne 
Scout Jamboree. The ACLl 
ported plaintiffs had 
that the Pentagon's 
the event on military 
infringed • the First 
ment's ban on goven 
establishment of religioa. 

The BSA requires 
to believe in God. 0 
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t~rgesl rebuild team to elate imPacts Gulf 
~L.W 

••• 
9ntinued from page 1 

~~~ ,he volunteers were st~
d out of Lemoyne Boule
Baptist Church, D'Iber

'"llle ... Miss., and Robinson Road 
, ist Church, Gulfport, Miss. 

were 10 construction 
scheduled to build six 

one storage building, 
•pelldl'il complete two churches. 

churches to be finished 
Ramsay Hills Baptist 

Lucedale, Miss. (for
J First Baptist Church, 
~rville), and Magnolia Bap
Church, Vancleave, Miss. 
to a completed work ached
a seventh house was also 
:ed in Pass Christian, Miss. 
'elcoming the Tennessee 
nteers to Robinson Road 

trailer unit, complete with six 
showers and a washer/dryer. 

Ridgedale Church's shower 
unit was on the available list 
for the state disaster relief 
office to use," said Don Harvey, 
explaining how the state office 
matched up the unit with this 
project. 

"We built the laundry unit 
after the response to Hurricane 
Katrina," Harvey noted. The 
unit was stationed at Lemoyne 
Boulevard Baptist to supple
ment the church's shower facil
ities. 

ist were Jim and Bonnie 
~rs, members of Belle Aire 
:ist Church, Murfreesboro, 
are serving as the Ten

ee Baptist disaster relief 
tinators for the Gulf Coast 

According to Harvey, he and 
his wife got involved in disaster 
relief before Katrina· with the 
service and delivery units and 
then moved on to mass feeding 
during Katrina. After Katrina, 
he suggested to the church that 
they have a laundry unit and 
another disaster relief volun
teer suggested a shower unit. 
The Harveys have been on the 
road with the church unit 
whenever needed. 

RAISING THE RAFTERS on a house in D'Iberville, Miss. , are Gary Oaks, left, and Ernie Collins, both 
members of Central Baptist Church, Morristown. 

i . 

nse. 
ill the areas where we 
ted were six houses that 
• being built from the 
nd up," said Owen. "All 

was -left of these houses 
1 the eoncrete slabs after 
r1cane Katrina came 
r e." 
wen explained that the 
1ral Emergency Manage
!:; Agency (FEMA) specified 
three houses in the flood 
must be built on 9-11 foot 

off' the ground before 
rst floors were built. 
houses were located very 
to the Gulf in the Pass 

OII,CLU area and took on a 
0 foot flood surge. The 
r three houses were locat
in Kiln, Miss. , and 

. rville. he said. 
wen said the teams also 
~d relocate two churches. 
"hings down here on the 
!Ct went very well, and the 
her cooperated. Torrential 
came down on us while 

~ling on the way to the 
Coast. After arrival the 

her was in the low 70s to 
God has provided," Owen 

t>n and Jane Harvey of 
onald, and members of 

lieo:t4 edale Baptist. operated 
church's 29-foot shower 

Sullivan Association 
brought part of the equipment 
that makes up their mass feed
ing unit. The unit includes a 
large tent, two tilt skillets, and 
two convection ovens on an 
invitation from Holston Valley 
Association, according to Jim 
Ramey, Sullivan Association 
mass feeding director an,d a 
member of Sullivan Baptist 
Church, Kingsport. 

The Sullivan Association 
feeding unit cooked three 
meals a day for the yolunteers, 
which averaged about 250 peo
ple· per meal. This equipment 
operated at Lemoyne Boule
vard Baptist, which also had 
several other states' W>lunteers 
camping in its parking lot. 

Ramey and other Sullivan 
Association volunteers deliv
ered bag lunches to the con
struction sites including a 
house on Pringle Avenue in 
D'Iberville, which was being 
built next to a school near 
FEMA trailers. 

"We see people on television 
saying nobody is doing any
thing, then you see all these 
people down here wox:-king on 
homes," said Ramey. There is 
even a camp site for volunteers 
with Army tents called Camp 

-. 

Hope. The television news 
wants to tell negative things, 
but they don't report the posi
tive things, he observed. 

"When there are no storms, 
then people forget what is 
going on down here. We need to 
keep up the words to explain-to 
people what's going on a job 
site. 

"God knows all," Ramey 
added. 

Ramey explained that 
Nolachucky Association had a 
visionary team to work out this 
response effort. Ramey also 
noted a group of ladies that 
were a part of the team deliv
ered about 600 care packages 
to the neighborhoods and wit
nessed. Many of the people who 
took the packages told the 
ladies that they were Catholic, 
Ramey said. 

Charlie Cobble, a member of 
First Baptist Church, Greene
ville, served as one of the trip 
coordinators for the Holston 
Association construction and 
feeding team. He also worked 
as a crew chief over a 16-mem
ber construction team on a 
lady's home on Fleitas Avenue, 
Pass Christian. According to 
Cobble, the Holston Association 
response was facilitated by 
George and Margaret Bradley, 
also members of First Baptist, 
Greeneville. 

-· -----
UNTEERS FROM the mass feeding unit of Sullivan Baptist Association sets up its serving line at 
)yn6 Boulevard Baptist Church in D'Iberville. Miss. They are, from left. Billy Williams, Jim Ramey. 
~ieOwen. 

"The wind was dangerously 
strong ·on our .building site on 
April 5," said Cobble, who 
helped supervise the· con-

. struction of wooden pillions 
and the rafters. "In fact , the 
team was considering not 
placing the rafters on the 
house that day." 

One crew member told Cob
ble that if God wanted the 
rafters built on the house, then 
He would supply a way to make 
it happen. 

It wasn't long before one vol
unteer returned to the site 
with a Mennonite volunteer, 
who was driving a construction 
(orklift with a 40-foot boom, 
Cobble said. This Mennonite 
was part of another construc
tion team also volunteering in 
the area. 

"God is good," noted Cobble . 
"The forklift was used to lift up 
the rafters on top of the house. 
Our crew worked real hard and 
steady, but we didn't get as 
much work done as we wanted 
to finish. However, the Lord got 
as much work done as He 
wanted and needed." 

James Shackelford, Holston 
Valley Association disaster 
relief director and a member of 

First Baptist Church , Church 
Hill, said his association's con
struction volunteers worked on 
two houses in Pass Christian 
and one · house in Gulfport 
while their feeding team 
worked on the kitchen unit at 
Robinson Road Baptist . 

According to Shackelford, 
the highlight of their mission 
trip came on April 6 when a 
Vietnamese family, which was 
slated to occupy the Pass 
Christian house on Church 
Avenue that was also built on 
pillions, accepted Jesus as Sav
lor. 

"Most of us have been down 
there to the Gulf Coast on sev
eral trips," added Shackelford. 
"'t's a blessing to be able to go, 
witness, and to give hope to 
people that they are not forgot
ten and to rekindle their faith 
in people." 

Other volunteers interested 
in working on the Gulf Coast 
this summer are encouraged to 
contact Jim and Bonnie Sellers 
at Robinson Road Baptist 
Church in Gulfport, Miss. 

Call the church at (228) 328-
0534, Jim Sellers at (615) 427-
1413, or Bonnie Sellers at (615) 
424-4425. 0 

BUILDING A TRUSS for a home in Pass Christian, Miss .• ate WJI
unteers Gale Hensley. left, of Brown Springs Bap ltsl Church, 
Moshe1m. and Carl Adams of Concord Bapt1st Church, Mohawk 
They are members of Baptist Builders and are from Nolachucky 
Baptist AssoclatJon. 
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Christian horse whisperer performs at Mule Days ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

Sometimes our situations are 
tough, just as this colt faces, he 
explained, .and "it's getting 
worse before it gets better." But 
he has a plan for this horse to be 
"ridable, usable, trainable." Yet 
it is still up to the animal, added 
Daily. 

The colt must release his will 
first, said Daily. 

When he was able to 
approach the colt, Daily 
explained that he wants the 
attention of the horse just like 
God wants the attention of each 
person and then their trust. 

Daily did not whip or hurt 
the colt, but he allowed him to 
be miserable at times. In one 
instance, he let the horse be 
bothered and at times struggle 
against a rope around one of his . 
legs. 

"If y~u're running from God 
you're miserable. I tell you I've 
been there." This is true though 
he was raised by good Christian 
parents, he added. 

One measure of progress is 
when the horse faces him, noted 
Daily. He responded by remov
mg pressure. 

He noted when he was in 
front of the horse that the horse 
wa in the best position to kick 
him or, as he put it, put his feet 
in Daily's pockets. Yet that was 
also when Daily was able to pet 
the horse. 

He tightened the colt's bridle 
so it would fit well, noting that 
God isn't "going to equip you 

AFTER HE USED a rope Paul Daily used a cloth on a buggy whip 
to train the colt. 

with things that don't fit." 
"God's not going to ask you to 

do anything that you can't do." 
Daily rode one of his horses 

to help train the colt. Just as his 
horse helped him, he noted that 
God sends help in many differ
ent forms to people. 

He recommended. that folks 
not give sugar cubes, cookies, 
and carrots to horses unless the 
items are put in the feed trough. 
They are likely to be bitten, he 
advised. 

As he prepared to place a 
blanket on the horse's back and 
then the saddle, Daily asked, 
''Young man, will you carry this 
for me?" He added that he knew 
he could be kicked down by the 

• 
horse by doing this. 

Just like this horse, described 
Daily, many people have ''so 
_much energy that we want to go. 
We think we have it all figured 
out." 

As he saddled the horse, he 
· observed that many people are 
"saddled with an unpleasant situ
ation." 

The colt bucked after Daily 
placed the saddle on its back. He 
joked, "Wal-Mart pays a lot of 
money for these kinds of horses." 

He tightened the horse's sad
dle "tight enough so it'll still be 
th~re when he's done," he said. 

"There comes a time when 
you've got to put up or shut up," 
said Daily, a~ he approached the 

PAUL· DAILY, with help from Dale Ledbetter, director of mi: 
Maury Baptist Association, based in Columbia, gave items a • 
the crowd through a ticket drawing at the end of the presen1 

saddled colt and mounted him. 
He bucked some "sissy bucks," 
as Daily described them, but 
soon settled down. Later Daily's 
daughter rode the horse. 

Mter the tamed colt was 
returned to the owner, Daily 
showed the crowd a bridle which 
he had made knots in to repre
sent folks who had made com
mitments to Jesus through his 
ministry. 

, He asked the crowd if they 
know wqere they are going. Peo
ple get Jost in coolies, canyons, 
and mud holes, he said. He 

asked them if they are g~ 
make the round up for he 

"God says come on rid 
me. Let God do the guidir 

"God says, I love you; 
for you. 

"I'm not trying to get 
join any church. All you'vE 
do is ask Him to come mt 
life," concluded Daily. 

He invited them to joi 
in the corral or talk witl 
Mter the presentation \~ 
wanted to make o comm 
or learn more about Jes 
led in a closing prayer. a 

Olford Ministries in Memphis to become part of Union ••• 
-Continued from page 1 

"The work of the Stephen 
Olford Center over recent years 
has earned the respect of the 
entire evangelical world," 
Dockery said. 'We count it a 
great privilege and a sacred 
stewardship to be benefactors 
of the legacy of Stephen Olford. 
We are excited about the n ew 
partnership and trust God's 
providential favor to rest on 
this new aspect of Union Uni
versity's expanding outreach." 

David Olford, chairman of 
the board and president of 
Olford Ministries, said he was 
honored and privileged for the 
ministry to become part of 
Union University. 

"The Lord has led in this 
development, and we're excited 
about what it holds for the 
future," Olford said. "We 
believe that more can be 
accomplished through this 
union ~d that it will lead to 
the furthering of God's king
dom and the blessing of lives. 
The vision of training pastors 
and preachers that caused my 
father to establish this min
istry is going to be continued 
and honored in this relation
ship with Union." 

With the gift, Union will 
establish the Stephen Olford 
Chair of Pr-eaching, which will 

UNION UNIVERSITY President David S. Dockery introduced 
David Offord to the Union trustees at their banquet April 12. -
Photo by Morris Abernathy 

be held by David Olford, 
Stephen Olford's son, who will 
join the Union faculty. David 
Olford has a bachelor's degree 
and master's degree from 
Wheaton College and a Doctor 
of Philosophy degree from the 
University of Sheffield. 

He and his wife Ellen have 
been married for 21 years and 
have two daughters. The family 

lives adjacent to the Stephen 
Olford Center in Memphis. 

"David Olford is an ordained 
Baptist minister, serious schol
ar, faithful churchman, dynam
ic teacher, and gifted preacher," 
Dockery said. "His commitment 
te students, his love for the 
gospel, his international influ
ence, and his outstanding pub
lications will all be tremendous 

additions to the Union Univer
. sity commnnity.'' 

~tephen Olford was born in 
Zambia in 1918, the son ofmis
sionaries. His pastoral min
istry began in 1953 at Duke 
Street Baptist Church in Rich
mond, Surrey, England. From 
there he went to Calvary Bap
tist Church in New York City, 
where he served for 14 years. 

Throughout hi& years in the 
ministry, Olford became close 
friends with such prominent 
preachers as Billy Graham and 
Adrian Rogers. 

Olford began a Christian 
television and radio program, 
"Encounter," during his years 
in New York, and his Sunday 
morning services were broad
cast around the world on radio. 
The Olfords moved to Memphis 
in 1985 to develop a training 
program and a center to 
encourage and equip preachers 
and teachers of the Bible. The 
Stephen Olford Center for Bib
lical Preaching was dedicated 
in 1988. 

Olford died in 2004, leaving 
behind his wife of 56 years, 
Heather. She still lives on the 
Stephen Olford Center proper
ty and has played a key role in 
the operation of Olford Min
istries since h er husband's 
death. In addition to their son 

David, the Olfords have 
er son, Jonathan, anl 
grandchildren. 

In addition to currer 
gram offerings at the Sl 
Olford Center, Union wil 
new programming ther 
fall, with a new empha 
expository preaching i 
university's offerings. D 
also said plans are movi 
ward for Union to estal 
Doctor of Ministry deg 
expository preaching. 

"Olford Ministries is 
for delivering life-cht 
educational experienc 
church leaders," said C 
Fowler, Union's aenio· 
president for universitJ 
tions. 

"Future prograr 
through the Olford 
Union University will 
upon this legacy of Chri 
tered exceUence to ofJe 
and enhanced program 
will include both degn 
non-degree offerings; · 
continued. 

"We are hopeful th; 
future will see increUE 
dent enrollment, expand• 
gram offerings, and a b 
constituent base that 
honor Stephen 0 
advance the mission of 
University." 

• 
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hristians could learn lesson from NFL 

Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

to Roger Goodell, 
of the National 

D .League (NFL). On 
110, Goodell made a ruling 
was long overdue. 

suspended Tennessee 
"" .. "' football star Adam "Pac

,. Jones for the 2007 foot
season. 

am I writing about the 
? A good and fair question. 

Prankly, I am glad to see 
eone in the secular world 

re the courage to say 
1mgh is enough. Bad behav
will not be tolerated." 
tn a society where "anything 
s" and an "age of tolerance," 
s refreshing to see someone 
the sports world say that 
~hing does NOT go." The 

finally has said they will 
tolerate Jones or anyone 

~ whe· continually gives 
ir sport a "black eye." 
While I don't agree with 
~rything involved with the 
L, Christians could take a 
son from the NFL in this 
lard. We are guilty some
es of not taking stands on 
r~ issues because we are 
~fraid of being "politically 

rrect" or "intolerant." We 
d ta ~top canng about 

what the world thinks and be 
more concerned of what God 
thinks. 

For Tennessee Baptists who 
are not football fans, Adam 
Jones is an excellent football 
player with God-given talents 
and abilities. Yet, from his 
behavior off the field, I think it 
IS safe to say he has not 
allowed God to take control of 
his life. 

• Jones has been involved in 
situation after situation where 
he has been in the "wrong 
place at the wrong time." Now, 
one or two of those cases might 
be understood and accepted. 
But when it gets to 10 and 
could be even higher, that 
becomes an excuse that "no 
longer holds water." At some 
point you have to make sure 
you are not in those situations. 
Let's face it. What good can 
come out of being in a bar at 3 

. th . ? a.m. m e mornmg. 
Unfortunately, some ath

letes and entertainers feel 
rules do not apply to them. 
They have an attitude that 
they are "above" the common 
folk. Just because they can hit 
a ball farther, run faster, jump 
higher, or in Jones' case, go 100 
yards on a punt return better 
than most, does not give them 
cart blanche to do as they 
please. 

As I have read about Jones' 
skirmishes with the law, it is 
common knowledge many peo
ple credit his problems to a 
"rough" childhood. That argu-

ment gets little sympathy from 
me. Countless numbers of peo
ple have overcome back
grounds as bad or worse as 
Jones and made something of 
their life when given the 
opportunity. Jones may have 
grown up poor and impover
ished, but he now makes mil
lions of dollars. He was given 
an opportunity to change his 
life for the better that most 
people will never have. It just 

' goes to show that money is not 
a "cure all" for problems. 

We all have to come to a 
time in our life when we stop 
making excuses and trying to 
blame everyone else. Society 
teaches us that it is "never 
your fault." 

Wrong. Sometimes it is our 
fault. Sometimes, we all have 
to reach a point where we 
admit the mistake and pick up 
the pieces and go on. 

I really liked this statement 
from Commissioner Goodell: 
"It is important that the NFL 
be represented consistently by 
outstanding people as well as 
great football players, coaches, 
and staff. We hold ourselves to 
higher standards of responsi
ble conduct because of what it 
means to be part of the 
National Football League. We 
have long had policies and pro
grams designed to encourage 
responsible behavior, and this 
policy is a further step in 
ensuring that everyone who is 
part of the NFL meets that 
standard." 

Wouldn't it be great if 
Christians would follow the 
principle of that statement but 
change it slightly to read: "We 
hold ourselves to higher stan
dards of responsible conduct 
because ofwhatit means to be 
part C?f the family of God." 

If Christians would be more 
Christ-like 24/7 I think we 
would start making an impact 
on this world that has never 
been seen before. If Christians 
consistently acted in a manner 
that pleased and glorified God, 
maybe Pacman Jones and oth
ers like him would see that life 
is not all about them, but 
instead see that life needs to be 
all about God. 

Also, if we tried to be more 
Christ-like in our walk on a 
consistent, daily basis, maybe 
non-Christians would never be 
able to use the excuse that 
they don't go to church because 
of all the "hypocrites" who act 
so religious and pious on Sun
day but live ungodly lives the 
other six days of the week. 

Never lose sight of the fact 
that a lost world is watching 
us. May our lives bring honor 
to the Lord we serve. 

Just as Pacman Jones 
learned the hard way that his 
bad behavior will not be toler
ated by the NFL, Christians 
ne~Q. to remember QQd does 
not like our bad behavior. 

Rather than suspending us, 
however, God forgives us. All 
we have to do is ask. Praise the 
Lord! 0 

nion professor can relate to "'bored' 9~year-old 

est 
lumnist ...... 

By Gene Fant 

~ecently Union University, 
~re I teach English, hosted 
second Baptist Identity Con
~ nee. The event attracted 
a.e of the most notable names 
Southern Baptist life. from 
tinary presidents to bloggers. 
ttended the event because I 
rly love my denomination 
l I wanted to hear what. the 

grandfather. My aunt, so the Somehow, though, my parents 
family joke goes, was a lady . did not teach me about the 
wrestler, but that's not too far . Southern Baptist Convention as 
from being a Baptist preacher, I a program. I certainly learned 
suppose. Every moment of my about the beauty and efficiency 
life has been spent in Southern of the Cooperative Program, our 
Baptist places and events. seminary system, and our Sap-

My mother carried me to tist publishing ventures. 
term in a parsonage. I asked Instead, Dad in particular 
Jesus into my heart in another taught me the theology that 
parsonage in upstate New York, defines us and bow our method
where Dad planted new church- ologies are outgrowths of that 
es. I made my public profession theology. 
of faith in our house-church liv- I learned that being a Bap~ 
mg room. tist means taking chain saw 

reflected on my own upbringing, 
I thought about the last part of 
the Great Commission: "teach
ing them to observe everything 
I have commanded you" (Mat
thew 28:20). 

My parents took this admoni
tion seriously, combining it with 
Deuteronomy 11:19's exhorta
tion: "Teach [My words] to your 
children, talking about them 
when you sit in your house and 
when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when 
you get up." Through their 
intentional efforts, I was not 
only taught theology, I caught it 
in all of those meetings and 
serv1ces. 

1~1,,. perts .. had to say. 

For many years we had a crews to the Gulf Coast. It 
baptistry in our garage. I was a means sending a hot casserole 
GA and an RA (that's a long to a cancer-stricken widow. It 
st~ry). I was a voting messenger means informally adopting the 
to the Southern Baptist Conven- under-resourced family that 
tion at age 10. lives a block away from the 

Looking around the room at 
the Baptist Identity Conference, 
I saw scores of grown-up chil
dren of godly women, devout 
Sunday School teachers. dea
cons, preachers, professors, and 
denominational servants, each 
of whom now serve the Lord 
faithfully. I saw men and women 
whose parents had taken seri
ously their calling as parents. 
And I saw a young boy who may 
himself be one of those leaders 
in another 20 or 30 years. I was 
encouraged beyond belie( :J 
Fant is the dean of the College of 
Arts & Sciences at Umon Urwer
sity in Jackson. 

Vfany times, though, my 
.mtion was not focused on the 
liant leaders who were 
eking, but rather on a quiet 
le boy who looked to be about 
~ars old. He had a crew-cut, a 
td-held video game. and some 
~ on which to scribble. I 
n 't introduce myself to him or 
father. but I was flooded "'ith 
:-edibly fond memories when 
w him. for 35 years ago I was 
nine-)-ear-Qld boy who sat 

red" in denominational meet
i.. 

\fy dad is a Baptist preacher. 
was my uncle. So was my 

I was horrified in 1979 when church. It means praying for a 
some grown ups were named non-believing spouse's conver
messengers rather than me; I sion for 25 years. It means mak
wanted to vote for Adrian ing snow cones in the park as 
Rogers as president, because he you set up Vacation Bible School 
was my favorite preacher next for lost boys and girls. It means 
t~ my dad. craving expository sermons on 

I sat through innumerable Sundays. It means growing 
local associational meetings. misty-eyed during baptisms 
state conYentions, revivals, M- because you understand what it 
N•ghts, Acteen coronations. and symbolizes. It means that ortho
missionary commissioning serv- doxy and orthopraxy cannot be 
ices. segmented within a fully fu!lc-

I still turn absentmindedly to tioning biblical Christi{Ul world
hymn 188 when the music min- view. 
ister calls out "'Amaring Grace.'" As I sat in the conference and 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
First Baptist Church, Atwood, 
Tenn. , is now accepting resumes 
for the position of full-time pas
tor. Please send resume to F1rst 
Baptist Church, P. 0 . Box 40, 
Atwood, TN 38220, Attn: Pastor 
Search Committee. 

Tom's Creek Baptist Church is 
seeking a bivocational pastor. 
Please send resume to Dewayne 
Cotham, 35 Pineview Rd.. Lin
den, TN 37096. 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Sunnyside Baptist Church in 
Kingsport, Tenn., is seeking a 
full-time minister of music. The 
candidate should have a strong 
music education and adequate 
full-time experience. The minis
ter of music will lead a blended 
music program, including 
responsibility for adult, youth, 
and children's choirs. All appli
cants will undergo a credit 
check, background screening, 
and will participate in a time of 
personal" and theological ques
tioning. Interested applicants 
may submit resume to Personnel 
Committee, 406 Cooks Valley 
Road, Kingsport, TN 37664. 

·'-· ......... . ... . . . 
·Falling Water Baptist Church is 
seeking a part-time music direc
tor to lead blended worship serv
ices and our choir. Please send 
resumes to Search Committee, 
·Falling Water Baptist Church, 
523 Roberts Mill Road, Hixson, 
TN 37343. You may also e-mail to 
office@ fallingwaterbaptist. com. 

Vibrant and growing Southern 
Baptist Church of 1 ,200+ mem
bership, located in a fast growing 
market in the Southeast, seeks 
dynamic worship leader and 
music director for blended multi
ple services and fully graded 
choral and instrumental music 
ministry. Proven experience, 
along with bachelor of music and 
seminary degree required. Can
didate should be able to show 
demonstrated success in recruit
ing, growing, and orgamzing 
multigenerational music ministry, 
as well as pursuing outreach 
through missions, seasonaVother 
productions, and additional 
avenues. Send resume and cover 
letter via e-mail to fnorwood@
fbcmatthews.org. 

MINISTRY - POSITIONS 
Snow Memorial Baptist Church 
of Johnson City, Tenn., 1s seek
irrg a part-time ch1ldren and 
youth minister and a bivocational 
minister of muStc. Ptease send 
resumes to Attn: Carolyn Bond, 
Snow MemonaJ BaptJst Church, 
2201 l<nob Creek Rd. Johnson 
City, TN 37604. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Grace Baptist Church Spr ng
field would I•Ke to buy a hand cao 
access ote van c~ l615J 696-
2353 or (615) 384 4739. 
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New Church Staff Orientation, 
Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden 
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Baptist Conference Center, Newport 
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Secretaries Association (I'BCSA) Rtgiotul Di.wttr 
25th Annive.rsary Dinner, Fim 

Xtreme Bible Challen&it 
Etowah &ptbt Church, 

Baptist Church, Nashville Sure Yowh Bibk Drill 
Baptist Center, Brentwood 
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Thursday 17 
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-
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.. 



3 

unday 10 

.;• .. 

17 

~ 
Father's 
Day 

unday 24 

Monday4 

Monday 11 

Monday 18 

Monday25 

Friday 1 

Tuesday 5 Wednesday 6 Thursday 7 Friday 8 

Black Church Leadership Conference, 

Baptist Center, Brentwood 

Tuesday 12 Wednesday 13 Thursday 14 

2007 Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, Henry B. 

Gonzalez Convention Center, San Antonio, TX 
-

Flag Day 

All Nations Camp. Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden 

• 

Tuesqay 19 Wednesday 20 Thursday21 

Friday 15 

Friday 22 

National Campers on Mission Rally, James E. Ward Exposition Center, Lebanon 

Tuesday 26 Wednesday 27 Thursday 28 

Super Summer, Austin Peay State University, Clarksville 

Journey Camp for Kids, Linden Valley Baptist Confezmcc Center, Linden 

Friday 29 

For more information on any 

Saturday 2 

Bapcist Nursing Fdlowship 
Annual Metting. Baptist untcr, 

Brentwood 

Saturday 9 

Saturday 16 

' 

Saturday 23 

Saturday 30 
• 

Ten r1essee ·Baptist Convention 
. Missions and Ministries, 

visit www.tnbaptist.org or call1-800-558-2090. 
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Masters' winner Zach Johnson buoyed by faith, marrial 
Baptist Press 

AUGUSTA, Ga. - Zach 
Johnson, the man who rose from 
obscurity to wear golf's presti
gious Green Jacket as winner of 
the Masters, accepted Christ a t 
First Baptist Church in Orlan
do. 

Johnson's two-shot victory at 
the 2007 Masters Tournament 
on Easter Sunday surprised 
those inside and out of the golf 
world - but as no surprise to 
those who know him, Johnson 
boldly used the occas ion to pro
claim his love and faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

"Being Easter, my goal was to 
glorify God and hopefully I did 
that today," said the Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, native. 

"Because it's Easter today, I 
want to say, 'Thank You, Jesus' " 
Johnson said at the public 
awards ceremony. 

Johnson credited his faith in 
God and the counsel of longtime 
PGA Tour chaplain Larry Moody 
of Search Ministry, whose Bible 
study Johnson attends on a 
weekly basis, for allowing him to 
remain calm in the competitive 
and often chaotic final round. 

He also is avid about his faith 
and speaks openly about his 
participation in the Tour Bible 
Study and about his personal 
worship. Last year at the annu-

al Masters Prayer Breakfast at 
Warren Baptist Church in 
Augusta , he shared his testimo
ny of salvation and about his 
growing faith in G<>d. 

In each of his national and 
regional TV interviews following 
the traditional champion's din
ner late Sunday, Johnson contin
ued to speak openly about his 
faith and what it meant for him 
to share such an experience on 
one of the most important days 
of the year for Christians. He 
also expressed humility. 

The day before Johnson won 
'the tournament April 8, J.B. 
Collingsworth, president of the 
Marriage and Family Matters· 
ministry, sent the golfer a text 
message of Psalm 16:8: "I have 
set the Lord always before me. 
Because he is at my right hand, 
I will not be shaken." 

"I just believed it was his 
time, kind of like I did with 
Payne Stewart (a former pro 
golfer now deceased) in 1999," 
he told Baptist Press. 

Collingsworth first encoun
tered Johnson in 2002 as a pas
tor to couples at First Baptist 
Orlando. Johnson was dating a 
church member named Kim 
Barclay, and they were begin
ning to discuss the possibility of 
mamage. 

"Kim was a real strong 
believer and had met Zach," 

ZACH JOHNSON, left, who won the Masters Golf Tournament in 
Augusta, Ga., receives the "Green Jacket" from last year's winner, 
Phil Mickelson. Johnson credited "The Master'' for his ability to win 
the prestigious gC?If tournament. - Photo by Timothy A. Clary 

Collingsworth recounted. "He 
actually lived at the same apart
ment complex where she did. 
They began to be friends and 
then started dating, and every- . 
one was concerned because he 
was not a Christian. People were 
kidding her about doing mis
sionary dating and that kind of 
thing." 

As Zach attended First Bap
tist with Kim, they started 
noticing the advertisements for 
a marriage preparation class 

Collingsworth and his wife, 
Shugie, were leading at the 
church. Several· hundred couples 
toek the class each year, and 
Zach and Kim decided to enroll. 

"All through the course we 
talked about how to have a godly 
marriage, how to build your mar
riage on Christ, how to make 
Him the central part of your rela
tionship," Collingsworth said. 

The Collingsworths regularly 
spoke in the class about the 
importance of a relationship 

with Christ. tuld they 
sized tbnt divorce shout 
be an option for bcli~ver 

.. All this ~gan to p 
heart. he snid. and whet 
an invitation toward tht 
the course was wh<>n Zac 
Jesus into his heart," 
worth said. 

''As Kim says, it was 
progression for him 1 
point, and then once he a 
Christ he just went cr 
commitment and ... u.""""u ... 

Zach and Kiru ma 
February 2003, and he 
ued to work on his golf 
Collingsworth didn't se. 
son again until 2004 at 
study on the PGA Tour. 

Johnson came ' 
Collingsworth and said, · 
remember me? I was J 

prep for marriage clas~ 
accepted Christ in you 
I'm no'Y speaking in cl 
and sharing my testimc 
telling people what Ch1 
done in my life.'' 

Collingsworth was 8\l 
by the encounter becaus 
son had been just a regu 
in the marriage class. 

"To hear him talk abo1 
God was doing in his life 
time was pretty am 
Collingsworth said. LJ -
piled from stories by ~ 
and Art Stricklin . • 

Thank you in advance for your. support of the Tennessee 
Baptist Children's Homes through the Mother's Day Offering .. 
Remember the special women ·n your life by giving a gift 
.to the Mother's Day Offering and to.Tennessee children and 
families in crisis. 

• 

T~nne~s~~ B•plist 
Children's lfo111 1 

• 

P.O. Box 2206 • Brentwood, TN 3-7024 
1-800-624-8591 • www.tbch4kids.org 

Brentwood • Chattanooga • Greeneville • Johnsoo Gty 
King~ • Knoxville • Memphi ~ • Millington • Oakdale 
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ven s 
fThe Tennessee Baptist 
~ntion Counseling and 
Uy Ministries team wiil 

or "Bow to do Premari
ounseling" seminar April 

• the Baptist Center, Brent
. Paul H. Barkley, a licensed 
·age and family therapist 

Memphis, will lead the 

training. For more information 
on fees, lunch, and conference 
materials, contact Jewell Burke 
at 1-800-558-2090 ext. 2010 or 
jburke@tnbaptist.org For regis
tration, visit the TBC website at 
www. tnbaptist.org. 

urc 
+ Old New Hope Baptist 

Church, Fairview, will hold a 

( 

• 

reviv~ April 29-May 6. Delton 
Dees of Concord, N.C., author, 
evangelist , and lawyer, will be 
the speaker. Dees is the former 
national vice president of 
Southern Baptist Evangelists 
and vice president of Missouri 

, Baptist Evangelists. A kickoff 
revival fish fry and concert with 
the "Music City Boys" in concert 
will be held the night of April 

R~tirement contribution increases can reap benefits I 
WiU you get a pay raise this year? Remember, that as your income increases -your retirement 
contribution needs to increase too. Financial planners suggest a retirement contribution 
should equal at least 10% to 15% of your salary. And the earlier you start making incremental 
increases to reach this goal, the more compounding will work for you. 

John makes $30,000 a year. He decides to increase his retirement contribution by 1% or $25 a month. If he 
does this from age 30 until 65, how much more will he add to his retirement account? What if he delays ~ 
increasing his contribution 10, 20 or 30 years? • ~ 

Start at Additional Monthly Additional Accumulation 
Age Contribution at Age 65 

30 $25 ' . $53,909 

40 . $25 $22,871 
-=- . 

50 • "' - $25 ]' $8,494 .. 
c~ 

! q ' 
60 $25 . $1,835 --

Th1s hvpothetical illustration assumes contmuolis Jnonthly investments until age 65 with· a single rate of return 
(8~) compounded o~er ttme. It dOes noT predict the future performance of any investment fund. 

' . 
Why not give yourself a raise? 
lf you participate in one of GuideStone·s retirem~t plans, consider joining GuideStone's 
1% Club and ['3tse the potential amount of your future retirement income. Every year you will 
nx-eh-e a reminder about the benefits of increasing your retirement contributions. Sign up fur 
the 11\ Club by enrolling online at wu•w.GuideStone.org/retiremem;onepercent or calling 
1-888·98-GUlDE (l-888-98t 8133). 

• 

Do well Do right.· 

c 

28. For information , call the 
church a t (615) 799-0362. 

+ Wears Valley Baptist 
Church, Sevierville. will hold 
revival services April 22-25. 
Roy Southerland, a pastor in 
Michigan, will be the speaker. 
Chris Siegler of Maryville will 
lead the worship. For informa
tion, contact the church at (865) 
453-1929. 

+ Dickerson Road Bap
tist Church, Nashville, will 
host a Christian Music Song
writers Night on April 21. For 
information, call Mary Ann 
Caldwell in the church office at 
(615) 865-0911. 

+ West Hills Baptist 
Church, Lebanon, is holding a 
spring revival April 18-22. Billie 
Friel, interim director of mis 
sions for Wilson County Baptist 
Association, Lebanon, will 
speak. For information, call the 
church at (615) 444-2606. 

+ Grace Baptist Church, 

Tullahoma, will celebrate its 
50th anniversary on Sept. 30. 
Former church members and 
staff are requested to send their 
addresses. For information, call 
the church office at (93 1) 455-
9839. Also, the church held an 
evangelistic crusade March 28 -
April 1. "The Power Team " was 
featured . During the five-night 
crusade, 192 people m ade spiri
tual decisions, including 134 
salvation decisions for Christ. 

+ Round Lick Baptist 
Church, Watertown, recently 
had a 19-member team work in 
Lakeshore, Miss. , which was 
struck by Hurricane Katrina. 
This was the second mission 
trip for the ch urch into the 
areas hit by Hurricane Katrina. 
The first t rip for the church was 
to the New Orleans, La., area. 

+ Kenwood Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, held 
revival March 25-28 with Alan 
Stewart as speaker. 

Tuesday, April 24 

"Set Free By Forgiveness" 
Carson-Newman College 

Spring Conference 
We live in a world filled with two kinds of people: 

Those who need forgiveness and those who need to 
give it. Both categories represent lives marked by tur
moil and anxiety. Guilt, shame, har:dness of heart, and 
blindness can be me~ted away by forgiveness as can 
revenge, resentment, and ·bitterc[ess. Randall O'Brien 
comes to the following simple but profound conclusion 
in his powerful book on forgiveness: "Why forgive? 
Because nothing else works." According to O'Brien, 
forgiveness not only removes barriers between people, 
but is the only path that leads to the peace Christ 
wants us to have. 

On Tuesday, April 24, Randall O'Brien will lead a 
conference on the theme of forgiveness at Carson
Newman College, entitled Set Free by Forgiveness: 
The Way to Peace and Healing, following the title of his 
current book which will be made available to all atten
dees. Randall, a prolific writer and popular speaker, is 
currently the Executive Vice President and Provost at 
Baylor University and serves as interim pastor at Trini
ty Baptist Church in San Antonio, Texas. The confer
ence, sponsored by the Norton Institute for Congrega
tional Health, will begin its first session during the 
College's chapel time ·in the sanctuary of First Baptist 
Church, Jefferson City, at 9:30 am, with registration 
immediately preceding in the sanctuary's vestibule. 
Two more sessions will fottow in the Thomas Recital 
Hall located in the Tarr Music Building across the 
street. Lunch, followed by a question and answer time, 
will be provided after the last session. 

This conference is not just for pastors. You may want 
to offer it to your people as an opportunity for disciple
ship and spiritual growth. Learning how to give and 
how to receive forgiveness is essential to a victorious 
Christian life. 

The conference cost is $25.00 (includes O'Brien's 
book, Set Free by Forgiveness: The Way to Peace and 
Healing and a luncheon banquet). 

Contact Walter Crouch (wcrouch@cn.edu) or Kathy 
Lawson (klawson@cn.edu) for further details. You may 
also call the Norton Institute at (865) 471 ~3216 wrth 
your questions. 
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Ala. arsonists gel 
• pr1son sentence 

Baptist Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. 
Three college-aged men were 
sentenced April 9 to seven to 
eight years in federal prison for 
setting fire to several Alabama 
rural Baptist churches last 
year. 

Matthew Cloyd, 21, and Ben
jamin Moseley, 20, were sen
tenced to eight years in prison, 
while Russell DeBusk, 20, was 
sentenced to seven years, The 
Birmingham News reported. 

Nine Baptist churches were 
burned in February 2006, five 
on one night, four on another. 
Cloyd and Moseley were sen
tenced for their role in all nine; 
DeBusk was sentenced for his 
involvement in the first five. 
The three men pled guilty in 
December. 

U.S. District Judge David 
Proctor also ordered the men to 

' pay $3.1 million in restitution 
and to do community service. A 
mandatory sentence of at least 
seven years kicked in because 
two firefighters were injured in 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415 

P.O. Box 2250 • Danville, 

one of the blazes 
.. You harmed a lot of people, 

but with God's grace you have 
. .. opportunity to do good still," 
Proctor told them, according to 
the N ews. 

DeBusk told the court the 
fires were set after a night of 
drinking. A "snowball effect" 
then took place, where the men 
wanted to set fire to more and 
more churches, the News 
reported him as saying. He told 
of being "absolutely petrified" at 
what had happened after he 
became sober. All three apolo
gized for their actions. 0 

Missouri board 
fires exec. director 
Baptist Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. 
Members of the Missouri Bap
tist Convention's executive 
board voted in executive session 
April 10 to fire MBC Executive 
Director David Clippard. 

The process that led to Clip
pard's dismissal originated last 

GROW YOUR 
CHURCH FASTER ... 

Strengthen all of your church 
communications tools: 
• Bulletins & Newsletters 
• Advertising & Promotion 
• Church Website 
• Visitor's Brochure 

Look for my "Touch-Points" 
column regularly in the Baptist & 
Reflector. 

Woody Murray 
Church Communications 

Specialist 
(615) 646~5725 

rwoodymurray @comcast.net 

Dec. 12 when Wesler Ham
mond, pastor of Firs t Baptist 
Church in Paris, Mo .. presented 
a motion that the executive 
board form a committee to 
investigate the sources and 
veracity of allegations regard
ing leaders within the conven
tion. Hammond's motion 
passed 29-19, with three 
abstentions. 

The vote to fire Clippard was 
44-7 with one abstention. 

At 1:10 p.m., following nearly 
four hours of ·executive commit
tee deliberation, all MBC staff 
members were notified by inter
office e-mail to assemble in a 
conference room at 1:30 where 
they were informed of Clip- . 
pard's termination. 

At 2:20, the board recon
vened in open session, with par
liamentarian Michael White-

Lost hope for your loved one or friend 
~ 

with drug and alcohol problems? 
Women at the Well a 25-bed 15-month 
residential discipleship program in 
Athens, Tenn., offers hope. For more 
infonnation call (423) 745-0010 web: 
www.thewomenatthewell.com. 

Affordable Beachside & 
Beachfront Vacation 

Condos Spring Specials 
Gulf Shores & Orange 

Beach, Alabama 
www. ulfshorescondos.cgm 

(over 50 units to choose from) 

2 nights efficiency sleeps 4 
beachside $256.00; 4 nights 

2 bedroom sleeps 6 beach side 
$605.00; 2 nights 1 bedroom 
sleeps 6 beachfront $383.00; 
4 nights 2 bedroom sleeps 6 

beachfront $650.00 Prices include 
everything (rent-tax-cleanup-parking) 

(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 
(expires 5/25/07) 

·-----------------------------------· I . 

: .S~ ~[~).Yay. 
Biblica l Solutions f or Life 
A Service of I..ili:'W.ty Christian Stores 

Tennessee Bapti~ts, 
America's #1 Church Bus Dealer 

has some deals for you! I 
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• 15 passenger buses (no COL required) • Rental buses 
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• Over 100 new & used buses in stock • Trade-ins welcome 
• Van replacement vehicles • 15 to 46 p~ssenger buses 

---

15 Passengers 18-29 Passengers 

- . I 

29-41 Passengers 30-46 Passengers 

Monthly Specials 
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Stock No. 
26245 
26288 
26321 
268102 
26370 
270604 

Year 
2006 
2007 
2006 
2002 
2006 
2004 

Make 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford / Claval 
Ford /Starer aft 
Ford / ElDorado 
Ford / Starcraft 
Ford / Claval 

Capacity 
14 
45 w/ Removable Row 
25 w/ Rear Luggage 
15 
IS w/ Rear Luggage 
26 w/ Removeable Row 

• 

Price 
S39,990 
s 100,430 
S56,880 
s 13,000 
S45,930 
S36,900 

Iocredible Uquldadoo 1 
Prica! 1-800-370-6180 

1-615-376-2287 Go to: Carpenterbus.oom I 
UfeWay by Then click I 

I Frtutldin, 17\" 'Liquidate' button J 

~----~-------------------~----------· 
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bead announcing that thE' 
investigative committee made fl 
.. finding of lack of confidence .. in 
the continued leadership of 
Clippard and had recommended 
his immediate termination. 

The investigative committee 
voted 4-1 on the recommenda-
tion to fire Clippard. 

In executive session the 
board also elected David Tolliv
er, MBC assQciate executive 
director, to serve as interim. 0 

Disney to allow 
same-sex vows 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE -Walt Disney 
Parks & Resorts announced 
April 6 it now will allow homo
sexual couples to exchange 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11 .35 $13.91 
45 $1 9.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-80()..583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 year$. Written by an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above. Please call for other 
ages and Female rates. 

MINISTRY - OTHER 
The Human Resources Office of 
the Executive Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist ·Convention . 
announces that applications are 
being accepted for the po~ition 
of Graphic Designer in th~ 

Shared Ministries Group. Please 
contact the Human Resources 
Office, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, 
TN 37024, (615) 371-2013 for 
further information. General 
information about this position is 
available on our website at 
www. tnbaptist.org. Interested 
persons must submit an applica
tion to be considered for a posi
tion. . "" . . ... ... ..• ... 
Church and ministry secretary 
serves as receptionist and first 
voice of"Bellevue Baptist Church. 
Maintains a warm, welcoming 
Christian environment. Efficiently 
and effectively assists ministry 
personnel and lay leaders. Pre
pares and prints all church mate
rials. Oversees church calendar, 
offica supplies, mail, member
ship lists, and prayer e-mail 
process. Other duties as 
assigned. Skills: typing, comput
er, filing, photocopying. E-mail 
applications to: jgibson@
bellevuebaptist.com or fax to: 
(615) 646-2720. Mail resumes 
to: Administrator, Bellevue Ba·p
tist Church, 7400 Highway 70S., 
Nashville, TN 37221 . No phone 
calls please. 

~~·~ 
Organist r:~eeded. 6:30a.m. serv-
Ice only, First Baptist Church, 
Tullahoma. Call Dave Watts, 
(615) 455-5461 . 

vow:, in it~ public weddmg 
thnt pnwiou:ly "ere 
for people with valid m&J 

licE'nses . 
.. Bottom line. our buain 

all about hospitnlity,• 
Walker, a spokesman forD 
told the Orlando tntinel. 
commitment at Disney it t• 
come all guests in an inti 
environment and to make 
feel respected. We think 
consistent with that Ions· 
ing policy." 

<(I think for years, Diane 
reflected the values of Ame 
Tony Perkins, president < 
Family Research Couuwa,· 
"Now, I think it could be 
they are trying to shape 
values in a very radical Wt 

MINISTRY - CHILDRE 
Bon Air Baptist Church, a 
ing, 2, 700-member congre! 
near Richmond, VA, seE 
dynamic and creative indi' 
to lead its children's mil 
This person will be respo 
for maintaining and enhan< 
program of Christian educ 
outreach, and worship 
preschoolers, children, thel 
ents, and leaders. Candi 
should have a successful n 
in this field, knowledge oft~ 
est trends, understand the I 
site concept, and have~ 
far sharing God's lo~ ~ 
dren and famiJjss. Qualifies 
didates can submit a cover 
and resume to searchte. 
bonairbaptist.org and 
www.bonairbaptist.org for 
description. 

MINISTRY - STU 
New Hope Baptist Church, 
Tenn., is searching for a b 
tiona! minister of students. 
are interested or know of ~ 
one who is, please contac 
tor John Fields at (731) 
4566 or chairman Joey H, 
(731) 643-7 427 or you rna~ 
resume to New Hope E 
Church, 876 North Mail 
Dyer, TN 38330 . 

~ .:· •) .,.. 
Erin Baptist Church seekf 
time youth minister, (931 
3439, P. 0. Box 410, Erl 
37061. 

(H)~+ 

Full-time youth pastor "' 
at East Side Baptist Chu 
Fort Smith, Ark. Visit our 
site at www. eastsideb 
Send resumes to 2710 
sard Rd., Fort Smith, AR · 
or send to linda@ eastsi• 
org, Attn: Personnel Cc 
tee. 

MINISTRY- POSmo 
New Prospect Baptist C 
Anderson, SC (500 worsh 
is receiving resumes for 
time minister to children 
full-time minister to stu 
Ptease majl to 2503 Wt 
Rd., Anderson, SC 2982f 
mall to tonys20040beiE 
net. 
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'book " . revtew 

The Great Omission 
by Dallas Willard 

HarperSanFrancisco, 2006 _ 

• 

l ~hilP~!r28 of the gospel ofMatthew, Christ tells us 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing t ,hem in 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
~aching them to obey everything I have com-

you." Unfortunately, believes author Dallas 
we're. making Christians out of people and not 

r job description as Christ's people is to bring dis
o the point of obedience to "all things whatsoever 
bave commanded you," says Willard. "Of course, 
sumes that we ourselves are in obedience, having 
L how to obey Christ. 
(lOW of no current denomination or local congrega

t has a concrete plan and practice for teaching 
to do 'all things whatsoever I have commanded 

pe adds. "As we depart from the mark set by the · 
uommission, we increasingly find it harder to dif

ourselves in life from those who are non- or 

premise ofWillard's book, The Great Omission, is 
I ~ !SJC8.11~ we've watered down Christianity. We bring 

Christ and baptize them, but then we omit the 
to teach them and to show them how to become 

..,s of Christ - how to be obedient to everything that 
s us to do. As a result, many Christians today do 
:>erience a true transformation of their heart and 
;re, they do not differ in character from their non
an neighbor. They only differ in ritual. 
lard believes that we have presented a false con
what a disciple of Christ looks like. "It's been pre

:-" he says "as attending a church, reading your 
raying, and maybe some witnessing, and that's it." 
becoming like Christ is a lifetime of 2417 devotion 
Not just a morning devotion or a day off;isting or 

nutes spent in prayer. It's life - minute-by-

strongly believes that we should teach people 
becom~ disciples and that like anything worth 
it requires work. But it's not work to earn our sal
Willard states that conforming to Christ is a 

;, and it is not passive. "Grace is opposed to earn
t to effort," he says. "In fact, nothing inspires and 

effort like the experience of grace." 
hat end, Willard believes that we should be more 
l on teaching the spiritual disciplines. Willard 

,.nai.Jly ideas on the value of several of these as well 
to incorporate them into your spiritual formation 

Ill' everyday life. He also includes brief chapters on 
books that have helped him grow in his spiritual 

nd understanding. 
ard's book is not one you want to check out from 
rary. It's rich in wisdom and offers so much you'll 

;,a.u0 u 11.uat; passages on practically every page. Plus, 
of great references on additional readings. 
~rything that we develop from our lives that is of 
lue is the result of discipline, of voluntarily chosen 
lanned activities,"' says Willard. "So, the short 
· for 'Why discipline?' is that there is no sense of 
1ent, dignity, and quality to life that we can have 
t discipline ... in nearly every church all the grief 
m find basically comes from undisciplined people 
e disciplines with grace, will produce the ideals in 
es that we want: to be able effectively t-o pray, to 
l.d so forth." :J - Ferguson lives in Gallatin and is a 

• 
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Loving obedience 
By Dean Sisk 

Focal Passage: John 13:34-35; 
14:15, 21-24; 15:9-16 

"Oh, how I love Jesus!" That is 
the partial chorus to a hymn that 

· many of us grew up singing in 
church. It is very good to verbally, 

· musically, and joyfully declare our 
love for Jesus. The world, our fellow 
believers, and our Lord Himself 
need to hear that we love Him. 

"But how much I love You, my 
actions will show." Those words 
from another hymn serve to 
solemnly remind us that "actions 
speak louder than words." Jesus 
had certainly verified that adage 
by washing the filthy feet of His 
disciples as they reclined in the 
upper room. As He applies the spir
itual meaning to His physical 
actions, Jesus continues with the 
emphasis that all that we do and 
say must be motivated by love. 

But just what are we meaning by 
the word "love?" It is certainly a 
beautiful word, but also one that is 
far too easily utilized in a careless 
and even trivial manner. For 
instance, I ''love" hot dogs, but I also 
"love" Jesus. I hope there's a distinct 
difference between those two loves! 

Jesus, in the focal passage this 
week, makes clear what our under
standing should be of what it 
means to truly love Him. 

He begins by establishing the 
standard of love, verses 34-35. Was 
Jesus really giving us here "a new 
commandment?" No): in one sense, 

because God's Word had command
ed that for centuries (Leviticus 
19:18, for example). No, it is the 
standard that is the distinction in 
Jesus' command: "Just as I have 
loved you, you must also love one 
another" (v. 34). 

How does Jesus love us? For 
one, He loves us unconditionally: 
"But God proves His own love for 
us in that while we were yet sin
ners Christ died for us" (Romans 
5:8). His love for us is eternal, not 
temporary. He loves us because He 
wills it, not because He "feels" it. 
Jesus also loves us with completely_ 
pure, unselfish motives :.... and that 
is how we are to love one another! 

Our Lord then speaks of the 
proof of love, (14:15). Obedience 
verifies · genuine love. "Little chil
dren, we must not love in word or 
speech, but in deed and truth" (I 
John 3:18). There is a wonderful 
progression that occurs whenever 
we commit ourselves to obediently 
love our Lord. God the Father will 
love us, God the Son will reveal 
Himself more fully to us, and both 
Father and Son will establish an 
intimate residence within our 
lives! The opposite, of course, is 
also true. If our love grows cold, it 
will also be inactive, and we will 
lose the wonderful sense of intima
cy with God that could have been 
ours. If that be the case, Christ's 
warning to the Ephesian church 
may apply to us as well, "you have 
abandoned the love you had at 
first. Remember then how far you 

• 
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April22 
have fallen; repent, and do the 
works you did at first" (Revelation 
2:4b-5a). 

In chapter 15, J esus teaches His 
disciples about the length of love, 
vv. 9-10. We "remain" in the love of 
the Father and the Son by means of 
obedience. As we are to love one 
another as Jesus loves us, we are 
also to obey Jesus' commands as He 
has obeyed His Father's commands. 

Yet how is it possible to come 
remotely close to such incredibly 
high standards of love and obedi
ence? There is one way, and one way 
only - we must "remain in" Christ. 
We also must maintain and cultivate 
an ever-continuing, ever-growing 
relationship of intimacy with Christ, 
and dependency upon Christ. 

Does all this sound gt inlly fore
boding? I~ the Christian life meant 
to be one of tedious drudgery? God 
forbid! On the contrary, when we 
consistently love and obey our 

· Lord, the result is joy, and it is a joy 
that cannot be experienced with 
any other person, or by any other 
way, (v. 11). It is a joy, a true joy, to 
love and obey Jesus Chris t! Do you 
love Him? 

"I love You, I love You, I love 
You, my Lord ... But how much I 
love You, my actions will show." 0 
- Sisk is pastor of Belle Aire Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro. 

Stay focused on God's purposes 
By Tim West . 
Focal Passage:: I Peter 4:17-19 

Introduction: Have you ever 
traveled with children and heard 
the question, "Are we t here yet?" 
These early Christians possessed 
that same sense of anticipation. 
Many of these Christians believed 
they would see the coming of 
Jesus in their lifetime. They not 
only anticipated the end-time 
(the coming of J esus) to occur in 
their lifetime, they were suffering 
persecution in the mean time. 
Peter refers to this time as a "sea
son" (1:6). What happens when a 
"season" seems ·likes a lifetime? 
On a journey, a child will often 
ask, "Are we ever going· to get 
there?" How does Peter answer 
this question? 

Do not lose heart. Time flies 
when you are having "the time of 
your life." However, time seems to 
stand still when life is having "a 
time" with you. Obviously, these 
early Christians were not having 
the time of their lives. They were 
suffering persecution, and accord
ing to Peter, their theology of the 
coming of Jesus Christ was being 
subjected to ridicule. The scoffers 
taunted and mocked their theology 
by asking, "Where is the promise of 
his coming ..... (IT Peter 3:4}?These 
Christians were beginning to lis· 
ten to the skeptics and doubting 
their own beliefs concerning the 
Tetu.rn of Ch:ri.st. How do you focus 
on God's purposes in the midst of 

• 

suffering and skeptics? Do not lose 
heart! "But the end of a ll things is 
at hand" (v. 7). 

Do not lose your head. "Be 
sober-minded and watch unto 
prayer" (v. 7). Christians must have 
a clear mind and a clear vision; 
keep your eyes on the prize and 
your focus on the mission. Loving 
fervently, showing hospitality, min
istering the gift of grace, speaking 
the oracles of God, and serving in 
the strength of God must be the 
focus of your ministry (vv. 7-11). 
Peter clearly defines the mission; 
the focus must be on God and oth
ers. It is impossible to think clearly, 
when you think carn.ally. 

Do not "wonder," be happy. 
.Peter writes, "Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to test you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto 
you ... " (v. 12). Peter proceeds to 
write, "'f ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ, happy are ye ... " (v. 
14). While persecution is no picnic, 
it serves as proof that you are a 
child of God. Jesus says, "Rejoice, 
and be exceedingly glad; for great 
is your reward in heaven; for so 
persecuted they the prophets who 
were before you" (Matthew 5:12). 
Speaking of persecution, Jes us 
teaches, "The disciple is not above 
his master., nor the servant above 
his. lord., CM.atthew 10:24). Peter 
writes, '"'But rejoice, inasmuch as 
ye are partakers of Christ's s uffer
ings. that, when his glory shall be 
revealed. ye may be glad also with 

Sunday 5~Chool Lesson 
Explore the Bible 

Apri/2~ 
exceeding joy" (v. 13). 

Do not stoop to snoop. "But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer, or 
as a thief; or as an evildoer, or as a 
busybody in other men's matters" 
(v. 15). It is interesting that Peter 
places "busybody" in the same list 
with "murder." You have heard the 
saying, "Sticks and stones can 
break my bones, but words will 
never hurt me." Peter speaks of the 
dangers of "evil speakjng" (2: 1) and 
"false accusa tions" (3:16). Proverbs 
20:19 states, "}le that goes about as 
a talebearer, reveals secrets; there
fore, meddle not with him that flat-
ters with his bps." Ch aracter assas
sination is often committed when 
we stoop to snoop. 

Do not stop. We have a "r eser 
vation in heaven" C1:4) and a 
"responsibility" (4:19) on earth. 
The destination has been deter
min~ but we have a duty to per
form. "Wherefore, let them that 
auffer according to the will of God 
commit the keeping of their souls 
to him in well..<foing, as un to a 
faithful Creator' (v. 19). 

Conclusion. I wonder what 
the skeptics in Peter's time would 
say to us. over 2,000 years la t.er? 
Maybe, they would say, ~Ve told 
you so'" Well, what do they know? 
:J - West is pastor of Hornsby 
Baptist Church. Hornsby 
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Leaders • 

• Carmel Heights Baptist 
Church , Crum p, h as · called 
Bradley Mar1ar of Saltillo, 
Miss., as minister of music and 
youth. 

• Pum p Springs Baptist 
Church , Harrogate, has called 
Jack Willis as youth minister. 

• Memoria l Bapt ist 
Church, Clarksville, has called 
David P emberton as music 
director. 

+ Clinch River Baptist 
Church , Lake City, called 
Keith Tillman as ·pastor, 
effective April 8. Serving in 
the ministry since 2002, Till
man previously served on staff 
at First Baptist Church, 
Powell, in several positions for 
nine years including Elevate 
campus pastor and preacher 
for Western Heights Baptist 
Mission, Knoxville. A graduate 
of the University of Memphis, 
Memphis, he is currently a 
student at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 

• Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, Jackson, has called 
Kyle Littlejohn of Memphis 
as pastor. He previously 

served as associate pastor of 
Shelby Forest Baptis t Church, 
Millington , since 2005. Besides 
working in several interna
tional proj ects, he is a gradu
ate of Christian' Brothers Uni
ver sity and Mid-America 
Theological Seminary, both in 
the Memphis area. 

Churches 
• Trace Creek Baptist 

Church, New Johnsonville, · 
will hold homecoming in cele
brat ion of its 125th anniver
sary on May 6. For more infor
mation , call (931) 535-2641. 

• Eastview Baptist 
Church, Rame~, will cele
brat e its 25th anniversary 
with a homecoming on May 6. . . 

• First Baptist Church, 
Tullahoma, hosted Dino 
Kartsonanis, renowned pianist 
and entertainer, in a concert 
March 25. The concert was 
held to dedicate the church's 
new grand piano. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Linden, held a morning ded
ication service for its new 
worship center March 18 
with 200 in attendance. An 
open house of the facility fol-

• 

-
LEADERS OF WALNUT HILL Baptist Church, Bells, cut a ribbon as part of a land dediCl 
em?ny held Mar~h 25. The church was dedicating 20 acres of land adjoining the church 
whtch was acqwred from Mr. and Mrs. James Howell. Pictured from left are Elgin Cheatt. 
Neal Webb; Louise Howell; John Farrar, pastor; Juanita Howell; Betty Cupples; John Edwl 
Larry Griffin. 

lowed in the· afternoon. 
+ Lakeview Baptist 

Church, Selmer, sponsored 
in M'arch an 11-membe.r team 
to Ufa, Russia, to work with 
International Mission Board 
missionary Chris Carr. The 
team taught an English as a 
Second Language seminar.· 

• Signal Mountain Bap
tist Church, Signal Moun
t~n, recently sent a disaster 
relief recovery team to Wave
land, Miss. The team assisted 
Hurricane Katrina • victims 
with clean-up, painting, and . movmg. 

. + Southwestern Baptist 
· Church, Johnson City, 
recently held a 40th anniver
sary celebration. 

• Chapel Hill Baptist 
Church, Milan, recently 
started building its new sanc
tuary. 

wi'll send a Vacation Bible 
School team to Boston, Mass., 
June 24-30 to help an Hait 
ian/ Mrican American congre
gation. For informat ion, call 
Bob Atwell, director of mis
sions, at (865) 986-2292. 

+ Bledsoe Baptist Asso
ciation, Gallatin, sponsored a 
disaster relief rebuild team to 
Gulfport, Miss. , March 26-31. 

Schools 
+ Union University, 

Jackson, is one of 492 colleges 
and universities to be named 
to the first President's Higher 
Education Community Service 

Honor Roll. The awa 
nizes the contribu 
higher education iru 
to their local com 
through volunteer ser 
initiative is sponsore 
Corporation for Nati~ 

Community Service, t 
dent's Council on Set 
Civic Participation, d 
U.S. Departments ol 
tion and Housing an 
Development. Union'! 
event is the annual 1 

and Community: A !111 
Remembrance and Se 
which the univer sity s 
more than 50 te11ms 
Jackson and West 't< 
for various se rvice pr< 

+ First Baptist Church, 
- ~enton, has voted to pur

chase land. 

MEMBERS OF Loveland Baptist Church, Knoxville, break 
ground for the church's new addition on April 1. The new addi
tion will include a sanctuary and family life center. 

MEMBERS OF a new congregation in New Tazewell stand under 
a canopy in a_ m?bile home park where it is meeting. The Good 
Samantan M1ssJon was constituted on March 25 and called 
Robert Hilliker as pastor. It is made up of seven charter mem
bers from other chu:ches and three charter members who joined 
and asked for bapt1sm. Clayton Dunsmore, director of missions, 
Cumberland Gap Baptist Association, preached the charge to 
the church. 

Associations 
• The Woman's ·Missionary 

Union of Gibson . Baptist 
Association, based in Tren
ton, will hold a National Day 
of Prayer Luncheon on May 3 
at First Baptist Church, Tren
ton. Kay Hinson of Crossville 
will speak. The program 
begins at 10 a .m. Make reser
vations by calling the associa
tion office at (731) 855-1202 by 
April 27. 

• Cumberland Plateau 
Baptist Association, Cross
ville, and Sequatchie Valley 
Baptist Association, 
Whitwell, will send disaster 
relief rebuild teams to Gulf
port, Miss., July 7-14. Back
yard Bible Club and other 
mjnistry teams are welcome to 
join the effort. For informa
tion, contact Richard 
Lewelling, director of missions 
of Sequatchie Valley Associa
tion, at (423) 658-5491 or 
svba@bellsouth.net. 

+ Loudon County Bap
tist Association, Lenoir City, 

• 

. BARBARA POWELL, retired organist of Eastanallee 
Church, Riceville, played the organ again recently at thE 
She was recognized by the congregation on that day for . 
of service and presented gifts and cards. Powell retirE 
time ago due to health problems. 

LARRY STANLEY, left, chairman of deacons, and MikE 
pastor, Woodland Baptist Church, Brownsville, burn a 
represent the debt-free status of the church's Family Lifs 
The building was dedicated on August 2001. It cont. 
classrooms, a kitchen, and activity center. 


