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C messengers re-elect Page, define CP, aHirm BF&M 
Wilkey 

snd Freflector 

ANTONIO _: South Carolina 
Frank Page was elected unop
une 12 for a second one-year term 
sident of the Southern Baptist 

·on. 
election ended speculation that 
encounter opposition for a sec
. His election as president last 
Ronnie Floyd of Arkansas and 

of Tennessee was consid
u pact in most SBC circles 

he was not the consensus choice 
C leaders. 

ng a press conference following 
~4~ ...... n .. ,.., • Page acknowledged there 

who would have liked for 
to run against him. 
it is a tradition that the incum
rc-elect••d, Page said lhose who 
him .»robably saw that an effort 

him could not be won. 
I wish it (his re-election) was 

e I hud just don~ a good job or they 
me now, the truth is there was a 

ted analysis and in that calcula
was decided best not to do that 
hu1 election) this year," Page told 

election came on the first day of 
Al meeting held June 12-13 at 

the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Cen
ter here. 

Despite being in a popular tourist 
area which features the Alamo and the 
River Walk, the 2007 convention drew 
only 8,618 registered messengers, much 
lower than the 11,639 messengers who 
went to Greensboro, N.C., last year. 
Texas led the way in number of messen
gers with 1,592, followed by Tennessee 
with 652, North Carolina, 626, Georgia, 
600, and Florida, 522. 

Messengers also adopted a definition 
of the Cooperative Program, Southern 
Baptists1 unified giving plan, and 
affirmed the Baptist Faith and Message 
as the SBC's "only consensus statement of 
doctrinal beliefs." Messengers also dealt 
with a variety of motions and resolutions 
(see stories throughout this issue). 

Prior to the SBC meeting, the annual 
Crossover event was held throughout the 
city. A total of 2,493 homes were reached 
and there were 959 first-time decisions 
for Christ, according to event organizers 
(see story on page 10). 

SBC officers 
Page's election last year was consid

ered a victory for supporters of the Coop
erative Program, SoUt.hern Baptists' uni
fied plan of giving. 

Page, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Taylors, S.C., has been a leading advocate 

E 
sou 

TAKING A BREAK in front of the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San 
AntonioJ Texas, are, from left, Rick, Becca, Brock (sitting on wall), Cameron, and Dal
las Bivins of Tr'i-Cities Baptist Church, Gray. Bivins is director of missions for Sullivan 
Baptist Association, based in Kingsport. 

of the Cooperative Program as he has 
spoken at gatherings nationwide during 
his first year as president. His church 
gave $6.29,505 or 12.5 percent of its 

undesignated receipts through the Coop
erative Program in 2006, accorcling to the 
latest annual church profile. 
- See SBC, page 3 

nter J d I nson • I hurch hel s 
nie Davis Bushey 
and Reflector • 

......... 'U' . .. CITY -A small, 
ouse located here in the 

part of town on a 
with similar houses 

about 600 ,;sitors each 
but the neighbors don't 
hey nre nmong the pea
ling for help from the 

Southside Mission Center of 
Southside Baptist Church. The 
church is located just a few 
houses away. 

The people come here from 
as far away as 50 miles for food 
every three weeks, clothing, 
and to wash their clothes free of 
charge, said Gail Perkins, direc
tor of the center and wife of 
John Perkins. pastor of South-

side Baptist. 
The people who come also 

visit with volunteers and some
times linger for a short music 
service and devotional, the 
Perkinses described. 

On a recent Thursday 
evening regulars arrived to pick 
up their allot
ment of food 
which was car-

ri~d out to cars by volunteers 
from Sinking Creek Baptist 
Church, Johnson City. The 
Perkinses visited with the peo
ple, asking for an update on 
their situations. John checked 
with a man who came to the 
center with his family. Yes, the 

man responded, he was looking 
forward to being baptized on 
Sunday morning at Southside 
Baptist. 

Several people reported how 
much the help from the center 
had meant to them. 
- See Center, page 6 

NG WITH A LADY leavmg the Southside Mission Center holding some clothes 
rs chOsen sra center volunteers Mark Pierce, left, and another man from StnK
:Jeli. Baptist Church, Johnson Ctzy. 

JOHN AND GAIL PERKINS visFt wrth some residents of an apartment complex they 
nave befnended. The center has helped many of the res1dents. 

• 

iBXNHFRX *•******CR LOT 0034A**C044 
#014991021 REG 158/1 
UNION UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY 
1050 U IO UNIVERSITY DR 
JACt<SO T · 38305-3697 
l •• ll.ll.llttlltll •••• t.t ••• tl •• ll •• t.l •• t ••• l.lt •• l 



• 
• 

Page 2 I I&R I June 20, 2007 --------.---------- national I state news 

abou 
your 

newsioui'"nal 

Subscribe to the Baptist and 
Reflector for one year and 
receive.47 copies. Individual 
subscriptions, $12; Church 
Leadership Plan, $8.75 per 
subscription; other plans avail
able 

Lonnie Wilkey, editor 
(615) 371-2046, 
lwilkey@ tnbaptist.org 

Connie Davis Bushey, news 
editor 

(615) 371-7928, 
cbushey@ tnbaptist.org 

' 
Susie Edwards, financiaV 

circulation coordinator 
(615) 371-2003, 
sedwards@ tnbaptist.org 

Mary Nimmo, advertising/ 
church·pages coordinatQr 

(615) 371-7929, 
mnimmo @tnbaptist.org 

Marcia Knox, special features 
assista~t 

(615) 371-2089, 
mknox @tnbaptist.org 

Office - Baptist and· Reflector, 
5001 Maryland Way, Brent
wood, TN 37027 

Mailing address- P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, TN 37024 

Phone - (615) 371-2003 

FAX - (615) 371-2080 

Wet; Site - www.tnbaptist.org 

Publisher- Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Executive Board 

Shared Ministries 
Committee-

Wendell Boertje chairman; Tim 
Frank, vice chairman; Tom 
Bigham, Orvind Dangeau, 
Mary Beth Duke, Nina Fletch
er, David Green, Doug Jen
nin'gs, Joey Johnson, Bert 
Jones, Tommy Lemmonds, 

• Greg Long, William Oakley, Ed 
Porter, Mildred Thompson, 
Larry Triplett, Wes Turner 

Postmaster -
Periodical postage paid at 

Brentwood and at additional 
mailing office. (USPS 041-
780) POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Baptist 
and Reflector, P. 0. Box 728, 
Brentwood, TN 37024. 

Frequency of Issue -
Published weekly except for the 

weeks of Christmas, New 
Year's, Memorial Day, Fourth 
of July, and Labor Day. 

~ Printedon 
~ recycled..paper 

Weekley to thair 
SBC tommiftee 
Baptist Press 

NASHVilLE -Glenn Week
ley, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Hendersonville, has 
been named chairman of the 
2007-08 Southern Baptist Con
vention Committee on Nomina
tions. 

The committee - is charged 
with nominating people to serve 
on the SBC's boards, commis
sions, and committees. They will 
p,resent their report to the 2008 
SBC annual meeting in Indi
anapolis. 

Also named as a member of 
the committee from Tennessee 
wa~ Sarah 0. Maddox, a mem
ber of Judson Baptist Church, 
Nashville. 

Weekley and Maddox are 
among 70 Southern Baptists 
from 35 state conventions 
selected for the committee. 0 

Nation, SIC 
mourn loss of 
Ruth Graham 
Baptist Press 

MONTREAT, N.C. - Ruth 
Bell Graham, 87,wife of evangel
ist Billy Graham, died June 14, 
surrounded by her husband and 
five children at her home here. 

The _daughter of missionary 
parents, Ruth was the woman 
behind "America's Pastor," and 
her dedication to her children 
while her husband was on the 
road preaching no doubt will be 
one of her greatest legacies. . 

"Ruth was my life partner, 
and we were called by God as a 
team," Billy Graham sai_<;l in a 
statement. "No one else could 
have borne the load that she 
carried. She was a vital and 
integral part of our ministry, 
and my work through the years 
would have been impossible 

without her encouragement and 
support. · 

'1 am so grateful to the Lord 
that He gave me Ruth, and espe
cially for these last few years 
we've had in the mountains 
together," . Graham added. 
"We've rekindled the romance of 
our youth, and my love for her 
continued to grow deeper every 
day. I will miss her terribly, and 
look forward even more to the 
day I can join her in heaven." 

A public funeral service was 
held June 16 in 2,000-seat 
Anderson Auditorium at the 
Montreat Conference Center 
here. A private internment serv
ice was held June 17. 

I 

For several weeks, Ruth Gra-
ham had been confined to bed as 
she suffered from degenerative 
osteoarthritis of. the back and 
neck, and two weeks ago she 
was diagnosed with pneumonia 
and seemed to be recovering, A. 
Larry Ross, a spokesman for the 
Graham family, told Baptist 
Press. But on the morning of 

June 13 she fell int.c 
Southern Baptial 

President Frank Pa 
First Baptist Churt' 
S.C., said Ruth Grt 
missed. 

«Jlsalm 116:15 S£ 

in the sight of the 
death of one of his 
Scripture certain}) 
the passing of ot 
Christ, Ruth Grabs 
"This dear woman 1~ 
a legacy of commit 
Lord and her fa 
serves as an exam1 
Born on. the miss 
China, she knew fir 
of sacrifice. 

"This lifestyle c 
she ministered in tl · 
a busy, evangelist b 
left much of the pa 
to her .... We shal 
Graham. We are 1 
her ministry to the 
God during her life. 
experienced 
our loss." 0 

Messengers adopt resolutions on global warming, child c 
The government cannot pro

vide simple solutions to prob
lems, he contended, adding, "hun

SAN ANTONIO - Southern dreds of millions of tax dollars 
Baptist· Convention messengers already are being spent" by the 

By Marv Knox 
Baptist Stancfard (Texas) 

, generated some heat during their ggyernment on global warming. 
annual meeting as they debated He insisted private enterprise i~ 
the government's responsibility a founding principle of the coun
to address global warming. try: "We solve problems .•. when 

They also stood by the SBC government stays out of the way." 
resolution committee's decision "The (resolutions) committee 
not to address how mari.y people does believe the government has
actually populate Southern Bap- a role to play," countered comml.t
tist churches. tee member Martha Lawley. The 

Otherwise, they quickly dis- resolution acknowledges God's 
patched seven of eight proposed sovereignty, as well as individual 
resolutions June 13. responsibility, and it is balanced, 

The global warming resolu- she said. 
tion did not generate debate on However, Wiley Drake, the 
its basic points: global tempera- .. convention's second vice presi
tures- have risen for decades, dent _and pastor of First Southern 
"scientific evidence does not sup- Baptist Church of Buena Park, 
port computer models of cata- Calif., claimed the disputed por
strophic human-induced global tions ofthe resolution undermine 
warming," an.d major steps to the SBC's stand for separation of 
reduce greenhouse gases would church and state. 
unfairly impact the world's poor- "This weakens this resolution, 
est people. by asking the government to step -

But messengers disagreed in," he said. 
over the SBC Resolutions Com- "This is not a church-state 
mittee's call for the government issue.," Lawley maintained. "The 
to do something about climate government does have a role to 
change. play" in dealing with global 

The comm:ittee's proposal warming. 
encouraged "continued gov:erll- Although messengers voted to 
ment funding to find definitive ·remove the sections caUing for 
answers on the issue of human- government involvement, Reso
induced global warming that are lutions ' Committee Chairman 
based on empirical facts and are Gerald Harris iater told 
free of ideology and partisan- reporters the convention over
ship." It also supported "economi- whelmingly supported the over
cally responsible government ini- an resolution. 
tiatives and funding to locate and The only other extended 
implement viable energy altema- debate featured a suggested reso
-tives" that would- reduce green- lution the committee declined to 
house gas emissions. propose. 

Bob Carpenter of Cedar Street Tom Ascol, pastor of Gra~ 
Baptist Church in Holt, Mich., Baptist Church in Cape Coral, 
proposed deleting the two sec- Fla., noted he submitted a resolu
tions of the resolution that called tion on "integrity in church mem
for government action. bership" that did not get past the 

"For 70 years, beginning with committee. 
the Fra.nklin Rooseyelt .a~- , ,Wftile tQe t9nvention's annual 
tration, we've endured expansion survey cl&ms SBC-affiliated 
of government," Carpenter s8.id, chUI'Ches 8.re composed of 16.3 
calling government "part of the million members, only 6,138,776 
cause of the problem-rather than ofthem dltend a worship service 
the solution." ifi a typieal week, Ascol said. 

I • 
• 

Southern Baptists should · teenth Amendment 
"repent of our ·failure to retain equal protection un 
responsible church membership and "criminalizes 1M 
and our widespread failure to as action, creating 
lovingly correct church members" thought crime." 
when they lapse from regular • Racism. Marki1 
church attendance, he added. anniversary of the ~ 

Ascol's proposa_l "infringed Court's Dred Soo# 
upon the honored principle .. of which declare~ ·-~··· 
church autonomy," Harris cans "had no rig\\~ 
responded. "The committee does white man was bow 
not have authority to instruct - the resolution . 
churches on their membership." Declaration of In< 

Ascol's proposal failed to affirmation that "all 
receive a · two-thirds vote ated equal and are 
required to override the commit- their Creator w 
tee's decision not to recommend inalienable rights." 
the resolution. ~ Pastors, cultu; 

All seven of the committee's duty.}'There is a grt; 
other resolutions passed without new generation of p1 
significant discussion or debate. the lead in cour&j 
They included: fronting an Amer: 

• Child abuse. Messengers and government thl 
expressed their "deep level of downward to ne~ 
moral outrage and concern at moral decadence," ~ 
any instance of child victimiza- noted. It called 01 

tion" and recommended report- "preach the whole cc 
ing child abuse "in a timely and not only passional 
forthright manner." people to Jesus, but 

The resolution caned for ically declaring b; 
churches and convention organi- concerning the bu 
zations to perform criminal back- issues that are bell: 
ground checks on ministers, the culture and gov 

• 
employees, and volunteers, and it • Personal an 
reaounced individuals who com- repentance. Citin' 
mit child abuse and "individuals, that condemn vindic 
churches, or other religious bod- terness, slander, se2 
ies that cover up, ignore, or other- ity, and "failure to o 
wise contril:>ute to or condone the resolution called fo 
abuse of children." em Baptists to hum 

• Hate crimes. While urging before God" and "en 
Americans to "avoid acts of it of repentance, pt 
hatred and violence toward face reconciliation 
homoseXl:lals and transgendered sary, and enter in 
people" and caUing on·Christians fasting and prayer f 
to love and show compassion for • Cooperative gi 
them, the resolution condemned lution offered by tl 
the Local Law Enforcement Hate of the SBC's two m 
Crimes Prevention Act of 2007. lauded record red 

The proposed law, which convention's Coop 
passed the U.S. House of Repre- gram unified bud 
sentatives and has been intro- home and foreign D 

duced in the Senate, provides a ings. 
level of protection for homosexu- • Appreciation. 
als and tran.sgendered people, thanked Baptista fr 
the resolution noted. But it said nio, as well aa 
bate crimes legislation "violates cere, other leaden 
the U.S. Constitution's Four- perso.nnel :J 
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C 111essengers re-elect Page, define CP, affir111 ••• 

/t}rle 
!din 
·e!ist h· 
!he 

tnued from page 1 
More ll, pastor of Mamc · 

Bnptis t Church, 
sck, Muine, nominated 

r his ccond t~rm. 
reminded messengers 
t H yeu r ago, many peo
n 't. really know Frank 
'Aa you reflect on this 
u hav~ seen his heart 

rit tmd how he responds. 
r a passion for souls and 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

one of a kind," Morell 
d. 

thnnked messengers 
g his re-election. 
ill serv<' for yet another 

Brunson, pastor of First Baptist 
·Church. .Jacksonville. Fla., 
described him as a .. builder of 
pastors, churche~. and a state 
convention.~ 

Brunson noted that Richards 
has led the breakaway conven
tion from 120 churches to 1,895 
churches and also has led the 
conven tion to give 54 percent of 
its undesignated receipts 
through the Cooperative Pro
gram. He is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Fort Worth, 
which gave $134,964 or 12.3 
percent of its undesignated 
receipts through the Coopera
tive Program in 2006. 

that somehow I might 
lory t:o our Lord, to lift 
is name, to continue to 
t to b1ing us together for 
k of world missions and 
ization," Page told mes-

ill not back up, back 
!Dr back away from that 
iGod has called and that 

~a. t: h we must be involved." 
engers also elected Jim 

Rogers was nominated by 
David Dykes, pastor of Green 
Acres Baptist Church, Tyler, 
Texas. Dykes stressed he was 
nominating Rogers, not because 
of his father, but because of his 
own qualifications - one who 
has dedicated his life to mis
Slons. 

For the past· 13 years, Rogers 
has served as a church planter 
and mobilization coordinator for 
the International Mission 
Board in Madrid Spain. Rogers 
was not at the convention due to 
the graduation of his son from 
high school in Spain, but Dykes 
said the family would be on 
stat eside assignment for the 
neJ\.'t year, and Rogers could ful
fill his responsibilities as first 
vice president if elected. 

MESSENGERS TO THE 150ft} annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention elected officers 
June 12-13 in San Antonio, Texas. Officers are, from lett, John Yeats, communications director for the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention, recording secretary; Jim Richards, executive director of the Southern 
Baptists of Texas Convention, first vice president; Frank Page, pastor of First Baptist Church, Taylors, 
S.C., president;.Eric Redmond, pastor of Hillcrest Baptist Church, Temple Hills, Md., second vice pres
ident;· and Jim Wells, director of missions for Tri-County Baptist Association in southwest Missouri, reg
'istration secretary. -· Baptist Press photo 

lmcnl s, executive director of 
thern Baptists of Texas 
lion, as firs t vice presi
d Afr.ican American pas

c Redmond of Hillcrest 
Church, Temple' Hills, 

aecond vice president. 
ards was elected as first 

ed 9 esidcnt over Southern 
ng.. D mtsstonary avid 

undesignated receipts through 
the Cooperative Program in 
2006. 

Redmond was elected second 
vice president over evangelist 
Bill Britt of Gallatin. Redmond 
received 1,765 votes (61.69 per
cent) to 1,077 votes (37 .64 per
cent) for Britt. 

Two other officers were re-
• 

elected without opposition -

\)\)\ll)-.1 
ti Bon of former SBC pres-
/~n~. drinn Rogers. Richards 
t"alhJt ~ 2,177 (68.7 percent) 
dare J 966 (30.5 percent) for 

r wl 
hts.' 
cui~ 

minating Richards, Mac 

Rogers would have been the 
first missionary to hold an SBC 
office had he been elected. 
Rogers' home church, Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Cordova, gave 
$338,94 7 or 1.3 percent of its 

John Yeats, interim pastor of 
Ridge Avenue Baptist Church, 
West Monroe, La. and communi
cations director for the 
LouiSiana Baptist Convention, 
as recording secretary, and Jim 
Wells, director of missions for 

8

0
: rion honors SBC president with Dodd Award 
• University news service 

ANTONIO, Texas - Union 
new c rsity presented Southern 

00,·~ ~t Convention President 
ed on 1 Pnge with its M.E. Dodd 
ol~co· inntional Service Award 

a June 13 dessert reception 
e Southern Baptist Conven

nunl meeting. 
e bull e Dodd Award is the highest 

beiDC linntional service award 
gm'ttl giv~s. It is named for the 

1 an~ who wtu; a Union alumnus 
~t:. h1 ns president of the SBC and 
~ vas the father of today's Coop

r,, e Program, the method by 

: ~~{ ' Southern Bapti~ts pool their 
bur:Y ce · to fund their mission 
d 1: s. 
~ ~ e award is given annually to a 
tion r within the Southero Baptist 
r in'' ntion who displays e.xcellence 

UNION UNIVERSITY President David S. Dockery, left, pre
sents the M. E. Dodd Denominational Service Award to 
Frank Page. pastor of First Baptist Church. Taylors, S.C., 
snd president of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

~-erit ... adership in.Southern Baptist life, as well 
· e.nd~hip and commitment to Union Cni

Pru t recipients include Jimmy Draper 
. drian Rogers (2005) and Morris Chap-

2006. 
applaud Ftnnk Puge for hi.s leaden-hip 

• 
uthc.rn Baptist life, tbr hi-. 'tatesmanship 

r his deep dedit:ation to the \;~ion of M.E. 
nnd the Cooperative Program."" Union 

nnt) Pre ident David Dockery ~id. 
tor of First Bnpti t Church in Tny

d h wn.! honored to recel\ce the 

award. '"especially in light of those who have 
received it previously. 

-I look for excellence everywhere I go1~ Page 

told Union alumni and friends at the reception. 

-:1 have found it at Union Univer:-ity. 
"There are other Ch.ristian institutions with 

a commitment to the truthfUlne:;~ of Scripture, 
and there are other in.stitution5 \\;th out.:itand
ing academic programs." Pa~e continued. 
"'Bringing the two together is rare - and alm~'L 
singular - o.nd Union Unh.-er: nty exemplifies it 
all: 

Tri-County Baptist Association 
in southwest Missouri, as regis
t ration secretary. 

CP defined 
A proposal t o define what 

constitutes Cooperative Pro
gram giving sparked lengthy 
debate during the opening ses
sion of the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting, 
including a charge that the 
measure "goes against historical 
Baptist polity."· 

The recommendation from 
the SBC Executive Committee 
defines the denomination's 82-
year-old giving plan as "South
ern Baptists' unified plan of giv
ing through which cooperating 
Southern Baptist churches give 
a percentage of their undesig
nated receipts in support of 
their respective state conven
tions and the Southern Baptist 
Con vention missions and min
istries." 

SBC Executive Committee 
President Morris Chapman noted, 
'T.here has been no approved defi
nition of the Cooperative Program 
through these years." 

Southern Baptists '"always 
considered the Cooperative Pro
gram since 1925 to be a proieas, 
a ·delivery system that is con
tributed through the state and 
then to the SBC," he said. Desig
nated funds given directly to the 
SBC still are distributed accord
ing to the national CP funding 
formula but are not counted as 
Cooperative Program contribu
tions 

The proposal follow~ a meas
ure on strengthening Coopera· 
tive Program gi\·ing adopted 
last year by SBC mes-.engerll. 
From 1980 o 2006, the percent
age of undesignated fund giyen 
by local churches through Coop
erative Program plunged from 
10.7 pe.rcent w 6.6 percent . 

A't least 10 me3SeD.::"etS :recog
nized at microphones through
out the convention hall raised 
que.5tlons or voiced concern 
bout the proposal. 

Ron \\ ilson of Thousand 

Oaks, Calif., warned that the 
recommendation "seems to be 
establishing a connectionalism 
that historically has not existed 
in Baptist life. 

"What if you have three enti
ties in a state all desiring to give 
to the Cooperative Program?" he 
asked. "In our state, we're form
ing a new convention for the 
purpose of giving a greater per
centage to the national conven
tion. Will we be allowed to do 
that or will we have to go back to 
the old convention?" 

NfichaelLewis,vicecbariLnan 
of th e Executive Committee's 
Cooperative Program subcom
mittee, responded that if a new 
state convention entity is recog
nized by the SBC, contributions 
through the entity will be con
sidered CP gifts. 

Currently in Southern Bap
tist life, the SBC has recognized 
breakaway fundamentalist con
ventions in Texas and Virginia. 
A breakaway moderate conven· 
tion in Missouri is not recog
nized by the SBC. 

Lewis emphasized that the 
primary focus of the proposal is 
to acknowledge '"local churches 
gjvillg through their state con
vention to suppo.rt the Coopera
tive Program ." 

Mark Dever of Washington. 
D.C., asked 1f the proposed defi
nition would impact current 
constitutional wording that 
allows cooperating churches to 
qualify for additional messen
gers '"for each 250 p&id to the 
work of the convention during 
the fiscal year preceding the 
annual meeting." 

"The Tecommendation does 
not affect that,"' ~ said. nov 
ing that d signated gifts qualify 
8.i uppart for convention e&u..t:>t:;:,. 

~Are we sa)ing that if you 
give to the Executive Committee 
or to ~ash,,.alle that you can 
bypas:: your stal" convenuon 
and il dl count Cooperame 
Program fund r ed Btll 
Henard af Lexmgum, Ky 
-See SBC page 4 
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SBC messengers re-elect Page, define CP, aHirm ••• 
- Continued from page 3 

"No, it does not," Lewis 
responded. "It simply codifies 
all that we are doing and have 
been doing as Southern Bap
tists through the Cooperative 
Pr ogram." 

After several other ques
tions, Wilson returned to the 
microphone to propose tabling 
the measure until next year. 

"I think it needs greater 
thought for there's more issues 
than just what you're dealing 
\\tith ," ~ilson said. "I also 
believe that historically we are 
establishing a precedent that 
absolutely goes against histori
cal Baptist polity and estab
lishes a connectionalism that 
was not meant in the begin
ning." 

Urging convention leaders 
to "table this motion and bring 
it back next year with better · 
wording," Wilson' added, "This 
is a very dangerous thing : we 
are doing here." 

SBC President Frank Page 
ruled Wilson's motion to table 
out of order. Messengers then 
voted to approve the proposed 
Cooperative Program defini
tion. 

BF&M affirmed 
After the initial vote affirm

ing the Baptist Faith and Mes- . 
sage as the SBC's "only consen
sus statement of doctrinal 
beliefs," Page called for a ballot 
vote following the Tuesday 
evening discussion. The voting 
results, 2,137 (57.7 percent) to 

. 1,565 . ( 42.2 percent), were 
announced during the Wednes
day morning session on June 13. 

Rick Garner, pastor of Liber
ty Heights Church in Liberty 
Township, Ohio, offered the 
motion, which read: "I move 
this Convention adopts the 
statement of the Executive 
Committee - found in the 
2007 Book of Reports - which 
reads: 'The Baptist Faith and 
Message is neither a creed nor 
a complete statement of our 
faith nor final or infallible. 
Nevertheless we further
acknowledge that it is the only 
consensus statement of doctri
nal beliefs approved by the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
and as such is sufficient in its 
current form to guide trustees 
in their establishment of poli
cies and practices of entities of 
the Convention.' " 

In the discussion about his 
motion, Garner characterized 
the Baptist Faith and. Message 
as the "doctrinal capstone of 
the Conservative Resurgence 
. . . . It is the privilege, it is 
indeed the sacred responsibili
ty of this convened body to 
inform our entities, agencies, 
and institutions of our contin
ued and firm commitment tO 
this instrument of doctrinal 
accountability." 

Dwight McKissic, pastor of 
Cornerstone Baptist Church in 

Arlington, Texas, urged mes
sengers to approve Garner's 
motion and suggested denomi
national decision-makers have 
crafted policies incompatible 
and inconsistent with the Bap

President Bush thanks SBC for su 
By Tony Cartledge 
Biblical Recorder (N.C.) 

president had to pause for-applauae. 

t ist Faith and Message. 
"It's really a simple matter," 

McKissic stated. "Are we going 
to let the parents make rules 
for the house, or ar e we going to 
Iet the children rule the house? 
The agencies, the entities, they 
should be subordinate to the 
Southern Baptist Con:vention." 

SAN ANTONIO- Judging by the reaction he 
received at their annual meeting, President 
George W. Bush's popularity remains strong 
among Southern Baptists, whom he thanked for 
their support June 13. 

Bu~h was greeted with a standirig ovation of 
sustained applause, punctuated by whistles and 
cheers, as he spoke via a live satellite feed to 
messengers attending the Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting in San Antonio. 

Bush thanked Southern Baptista 
ing "a culture of lif~" and reiteratl 
which he has worked to oppose aborti 
destruction of human embryos fc)r re 
poses. 

Bush thanked Southern Baptist 
support of a "True Love Waits"' effort 
that has been credited with redu~ 
tions, and highlighted his support o 
designed to reduce malaria and liD 
in Africa. 

Robin Hadaway, a messen
ger from Pleasant Valley Bap
tist Church in Libe:tty, Mo., and 
associate professor of missions 
at Midwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in Kansas 
City, spoke against Garner's 

Bush expressed appreciation for Southern 
Bapti~ts' Christian witness, support of religious 
liberty; and goo.d works such as hunger min
istries and disaster relief. 

The president singled out ~y frie 
Land," president of the SBC Ethics t 
Liberty Commission, for helping dra' 
to the Sudan's genocidal actions in D 

"The people of Darfur are crying 
help," he said, and Southern Baptiats "You've made our nation strongert he said. 

"I also appre<;iate that Southern Baptists are 
supporting our brave men in uniform and their 
faunlies," he said, pausing- in response to e:m:ber
ant applause. 

ica "will !lOt tum aw~y." • 

motion. 
"God has blessed our naticm-with 

Hadaway urged the conven
tion not to make a creed of the 
Baptist Faith and Message. 
Quoting frQm the Book of 
Reports, he noted that the 
Executive Committee states 
the Baptist Faith and Message 
"is .sufficient to guide" trustee 
boards .thr'oughout the SBC. 

"I appreciate the fact that Southern. Baptists 
understand the importance o£ fair-minded and 
impartial jl:ldges to our <lemocracy," he added. "I 
was proud 'to nominate John Roberts and Sam 
Alito ta the Supreme Court, and I Will cop.tinue 
to neminate good judges who· will interpret the 
law and not legislate from the bench." Again, the 

-and great abundance," Bush saidj 
believe, like you, that we shoul• 
resources to help those at need here a 
help those in need abroad." 

The president congratulated Soul 
tists for ~meeting the needs of broken 
compassion and courage, "living out 
spread the gospel and proclaim the I 
God." CJ ~ 

: " 'G~de' do~s ~ot mean an ham, Aia., and a proponent of 
exh!ustlve_ . h st, · H~dawa! ~ Garner's motion, acknowledged 
observed, citi_ng several doctn- the annual convention meeting 
nal and ethical. concerns not "cannot tell the entities what 
expli~itly ~entioned in the they have to do, but we can tell 
Baptist Faith and Message, the entities of the SBC what we 
in~l_uding speaking in tongues, believe that being a Southern 
pnvate prayer languages, p~- · Baptist meahs _ and I think 
ticipat~on in gambling, and the . this is it." -
use of alcohol ·and tobacco. Other motions · 

''Let's keep [the Baptist Faith Three motions were ruled 
and Message] as a .guide and out of order - one instructing 
~ow. the t~s.tee boar~, age~- Life Way Christian Resources 
c~es, and entities to design poli- not to distribute or promote 
Cies and procedures to sel~ct "fables" such as The Chronicles· 
g?~Y ~en and women as rms- . of Na;nia; one instructing SBC 
sionanes, professor_s and entities and staff from support
employees to serve In these ing the d<Jctrines and leaders of 
age1_1cies,''~adawayurg~d._"Oth- the "emerging church," and 
elWlse we may have rmssiOnar.- another which called for a 
i~s and pr~fessors .-wit~ prac- study of salaries of SBC semi
bee~ ~ot m keepmg ·w1~ the nary professors in comparison 
maJonty of Southern Baptists. I with other members of the 
urge .. the defe~t of this ~otion ... " Association of Theological 

In speaking agamst the Schools. 
motion, another messenger Several motions were 
declared that some denomin.a- referred: 
tional trustees and employees 
do not affirm minimal doctri.rml 
standards adopted by SBC 
entities. 

Jeremy Green, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in 
Joshua, Texas, called for defeat 
of the proposal and cautioned 
messengers against a counter
productive decision. 

"Baptist polity and our 
trustee system both necessitate 
that each individual trustee 
board maintains the right and 
responsibility to employ other 
doctrinal parameters as need
ed," Green said. "The Baptist 
Faith and Message is a suffi
cient guide, but it is not the 
only guide. I believe that voting 
for this motion is the first step 
in the wrong direction." 

Bob Cleveland,. a messenger 
from First Baptist Church, Pel-

Motions referred to the 
Executive Committee included: 

• that the Executive Com
mittee "conduct a feasibility 
study concerning the develop-, 
ment of a database Qf Southern 
Baptist clergy and staff who 
have been credibly accused of, 
personally confessed to, or 
legally been convicted of sexual 
harassment or abuse and that 
such a database be accessible 
to Southern Baptist churches," 
submitted by Wade Burleson, 
pastor of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Enid, Okla. 

• that the SBC president 
appoint a task force that would 
"develop a workable solution to 
the difficulties that have arisen 
as a result of policies adopted 
by trustee boards concerning 
the practice of the spiritual gift 
of tongues generally and as a 

private prayer language specif
ically [and] develop a policy 
that is consistent with the Bap
tist Faith & Message 2000," 
submitted by Lee Saunders, 
minister of church develop
ment at Garden Oaks Baptist 
C~urch in Houston. 

• that the Executive Com
mittee would cover reasonable 
"travel, housing, and meal 
expense" for convention officers 
during the SBC's annual meet
ing, submitted by Wiley Drake, 
pastor of First Southern Bap
tist Church in Buena Park, 
Calif. 

• that SB.C Bylaw 15J be 
amended to include this 
phrase: "along with any dis
agreements various nominees 
may have concerning the Bap
tist Faith & Message 2000," 
submitted by Tim Rogers, pas~ 
tor ofYadkin ""Baptist Church in 
Statesville, N-.c. 

• that "serious considera
tion" be given to cities as future 
sites for the annual meeting 
that have not hosted the SBC 
during the past 20 years, sub
mitted by Bob Lill~ pastor of 
Catonsville Baptist Church in 
Baltimore. 

Motions referred to the 
Executive Committee and all 
SBC entities included: 

• that "each Convention 
entity study the feaatbility of 
providing regular reports of the 
voting and attendance records 
of all trustees of all Southern 
Baptist Convention agencies 
and institutions on all matters 
on which voting occurs and 
that these reports be available 
in a timely manner both on
line and off-line," submitted by 
Leslie Puryear, pastor, 
Lewisville Baptist Chureh, 
Lewisville, N.C. 

Convention 
ministries for 
people," 
Jones, 
Remaunt Baptist. 
North Charleston. ! 

Other bUBi 
• Messengers 

2007-08 CP alloca 
of $200,601,536, at 
more than $4.6 n 
the current budget 

• Messengers 
LifeWay Christiat 
to "compile additioi 
relating to Calv 
emeFgent church, 
and other topics of 
discussion in Soutl 
u.c " J.lle. 

• Three future 
sites were approve 
do, Fla. in 2010; 
2011; and New 
2012. Some messeJ 
concern about w 
years to visit New 
ing ongoing m.inis.t1 
witnessing opportu 
wake of Hurricar 
Convention official 
that logistics a 
options make it r 
wait·until2012. 

• Messengers 
approval to a co 
amendment that 
two-year waiting p 
former board trust 
u.tive Committee n 
eligible to serve a 
previously was a or: 

• Messengers 
numerous reports f 
ious SBC entities. C 
cle includes reporUr 
nis Henderson, 
Recorder (Ky.); Kl 
Baptist Press; and • 
Press reports. 

• 
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• vention sets para eters ,for BF&M and CP - --

nnle Wilkey, editor 

2007 annual meeting of 
uthnm Baptist Conven
rhistory, but two signifi-

l'l.l.l'VUO" taken during the 
will impact conven

for years to come. 
the convention adopt~ 

aeumtJon of the Coopera
. This has been 

u~,·ttue because in recent 
rvmoo£ IIOHle Baptist leaders and 

have defined "Coop
Program" according to 
• 

trDnst:!S and desires. 
definition, as adopted 
messengers, says, "The 

Program is South
unified pJan of 

through which cooperat
Baptist churches 

percentage of their 
~.t11a~:u receipts in sup

their respective state 
and the Southern 

t«~lll«\ i. Convention missions 
istries." 

~ that "state convention" 
ua•~a in the definition . 

messengers asked 
monies given directly 
national convention, 

ypassing state conven-
1 unt as CP dollars. 
rding to a Baptist Press 
Michael Lewis, v1ce 

........ an of .the SBC Execu-
cmmittee's Cooperative 

Program subcommittee, made 
it clear that only funds given 
through a state convention rec
ognized by the SBC count as 
CP gifts. 

Bob Rogers, the Executive 
Committee's vice president for 
the Cooperative Program, 
agreed with Lewis' assessment 
in the BP story dated June 15. 

"This is totally and com
pletely consistent with both 
the intent and all the discus
sions of our founding fathers of 
the Cooperative Program going 
all the way back to 1925. It was 
there that the linkage between 
the churches and the state and 
the national office with regard 
to the Coopera.tive Program 
occurred," Rogers said. 

There have been churches 
across the convention, includ
ing Tennessee, that have 
bypassed their state conven
tion and thought they were 
giving Cooperative Program 
dollars. By the same token, 
there have been state conven
tions that have "tinkered" with 
the defmi tion of CP and 
allowed alternative giving 
plans. 

The Tennessee Baptist Con
vention has been and contin
ues to be a "true" Cooperative 
Program convention. Designat
ed gifts, whether to the SBC or 
TBC, are not counted as CP 
funds. That 1s the way it 
should be. We may not agree 
with how every dollar is spent, 
but as long as it is being used 
for some aspect of kingdom 
work, we need to be flexible. 
Let's face it. Most of us do not 

agree with how every dollar in 
the local church is spent. but 
we still give. That is what coop
eration is about. All of our min
istries benefit through cooper
ative giving. Good ministries 
suffer when money intended 
for the Cooperative Program is 
designated. 

Second, the convention 
adopted the following state
ment on the Baptist Faith and 
Message by a vote of 57.7 per
cent to 42.2 percent: 

"The Baptist Faith and Mes
sage is not a creed, or a com
plete statement of our faith, 
nor final or infallible; never
theless we further acknowl
edge that it is the only consen
sus statement of doctrinal 
beliefs approved by the South
e~ Baptist Convention and as 
such is sufficient in its current 
form to guide trustees in their 
establishment of policies and 
practices of entities of the Con
vention." 
. This action is ironic in some 
respects. 

For years, Baptist editors 
(and others) have been saying 
that the BF&M should not be 
creedal and, to be honest, we 
were "crucified' by some for 
saying that. 

Now, the convention, or 
slightly more than half of the 
messengers attending the con
vention, made it clear that the 
Baptist Faith and Message is 
"not a creed." 

In a press conference SBC 
President Frank Page agreed 
"there was a day and time 
when (the BF&M) was an 

extreme document to some and 
now it's almost like it's being 
seen as more moderating, a 
moderating influence." 

In addition, messengers also 
made it plain that the BF&~I 
is not "final or infallible." 
Amen! The Word of God is the 
only infallible book that I know 
of. Yet, myself and other edi
tors have been criticized on 
more than one occasion for 
writing phrases like "the 
BF&M is not infallible." 

I don't think it is so much 
that people finally decided we 
were right as it is that some 
are beginning to see a tenden
cy to become even more narrow 
and strict on what it means to 
be Baptist. We can be a good 
Baptist and not agree on every 
"dot and tittle." 

I haven't always agreed 
with Morris Chapman, presi
dent of the SBC Executive 
Committee, but he was on tar
get when he told messengers 
that Southern Baptis ts spend 
two much time on secondary 
and tertiary issues. 

"We must come together as 
one in the Spirit over the cor e 
beliefs that we hold in common 
and learn to engage in healthy 
debate about varied interpre
tations of other doctrinally 
related Scripture," Chapman 
told messeng~rs. 

"Otherwise, we shall spend 
our time arguing among our
selves while thousands, even 
millions, die without a Savior," 
Chapman observed. 

What more needs to be 
said? 0 

·ng Baptist is n1ore than just a name on the sign 

Danny Sinquefield 

1 thoroughly a Ten
Baptist. Saved at the 

eli • 12 in a youth camp 
·sttl'' red by n Tennessee Bap
muj burch. baptized into a 
'eJt ~see Baptist congrega
c'.il,f d called into ministry 

acmber of a Tennessee 
t youth group. my entire 
~aturated by the influ-

~ ... Tennet\See Baptists. 
~ed. it i~ my privilege to 
low us the pastor of one 

Tenne~see Baptist 
inoe 1994. I am a 

~ee Baptist without 
H>logy nnd with a great 
of gratitude for the 
1nent made on nn· • 

My Thnne~see Baptist 
·~ ,~ un deep und strong. 

. ,.,.. .. ""ing up under that 
lee and now :;e.n.jng in 
lll\ironment has gh--en 
l ar pe.rspecth-e aegard-

ing what it J;Deans to be a Bap
tist. I learned early that a 
true-blue Baptist was a Bible
believing, saul-winning, mis
sion-minded Christian who 
loved J esus and wasn't afraid 
to get totally immersed in the 
baptistery. !Attie and Annie 
were the twin matriarchs from 
my boyhood Baptist days. 
Every time we met, we ate cov
ered-dish dinners and called it 
fellowship. The casserole dish 
was our most recognized reli
gious symbol. And we loved 
initials - CP. GAs, RAs, mru. 
SS. DT, TU. BYPU. BSU, BCM, 
EE.C\VT.FArrH.KFC.BBQ 
- nnd the Baptist legacy con
tinues. 

In some circles around our 
state. there is a curious and 
rather caustic debate about 
whether or not a church n1ust 
~ar the name -Baptise in 
order to be a Baptist church. 

\Vhile I realize there are 
c.-ertain :sensiti\·itie~ on this 
subject, my conviction and 
caution is this should not 
become a divisive matter. 
There are manv serious is-.ues • 
related t~ our core belief.s upon 
which we mu.:s-t never ~-aver. 

but the name of a church -
especially a new church plant 
reaching a particular commu
nity- simply does not rank as 
a first tier concern. I am sad 
that we have thrown stones at 
our sister churches over their 
choice of a name. Surely we 
have more pressing issues at 
hand. 

The implication that be
cause a church planter or a 
mission church ascribes a 
name to their congregation 
that doesn't include the word 
~aptist" somehow means that 
they are ashamed or hiding 
their identity is a very unfor
tunate and judgmental leap. 

How can anyone make such 
an assumption without know
ing the heart of a particular 
congregation? 1 am personally 
aware of many strong. evangel
istic. mission-minded. and the
ologicall_· consen·ative church
es acros:; our state that are 
thoroughly Baptist;, though the 
name of their church doesn't 
include the word. 

My goal in writing t.b.is brief 
response is not to create a 
forum for further debate. 
Rather, it is my prayerful 

• 

desire to bring this matter to a 
peaceable and reasonable res
olution. I would ask all Ten
nessee Baptist leadership to 
please not place any weight on 
this argument because it car
ries none. We should not be 
divided over such nominal 
issues as the name of a church. 
Now, more than ever, we need 
to be seeking partnership and 
expressing concerned coopera
tion as Tennessee Baptist 
churches in our great hope of 
seeing the lost·come to Jesus 
across our state and around 
the world. 

I am thrilled when I hear 
reports of our new church 
plants reaching their commu
nities for Christ and impacting 
lives for Go(rs glory. I appeal to 
all Tennes,gee Baptists - this 
is not an argument over theo
logical practice or biblical 
truth, but merely an unnece:>
sary and an unjustified 
response concerning a matter 
of per onal taste. It i~ not 
worth our time or energy. Let 
the debate cease. Being a Bap
tist is more than a name. 0 -
Sinquefield IS pastor of Faith 
Baptist Church, Bartlatt 

9 e 
co u 

By Ron Moore 
----- ------

A iust God 
punishes sin 

"The Lord is a jealous and 
avenging God; the Lord takes 
vengeance and is fierce in 
wrath. The Lord takes 
vengeance against His foes; He 
is furious with His enemies" 
(Nahum 1:2 HCSB). 

My grandmother was the 
J ustice of the Peace in Amaril
lo, Texas, for 25 years. She was 
a fair and popular judge. 

One day my cousin (my 
grandmother's grandson), got 
a speeding citation from a 
highway patrolman. He 
noticed that he was assigned 
to appear in our grandmoth
er's court on a certain date, My 
cousin thought he would have 
no problem getting off without 
having to pay any fine, 
because he knew the judge 
and she loved him. 

To his surprise, our grand
mother talked to him about 
t he importance of staying 
within the speed limit and 
then gave him the maximum 
fine. My cousin was disap
pointed and turned to go pay 
his fine, but after only going a 
few feet, our grandmqther 
then told him that she would 
pay the fine, but if it ever hap
pened again that it would be 
his responsibility. 

My grandmother was a just 
judge, and she was going to do 
what was right even if she bad 
to punish her own grandson. 

God is a just (}Qd and will 
punish sin. God wants to for
give our sins. Certainly, my 
grandmother wanted to for
give her grandson's citation, 
but she knew that was not 
right. She fined him and then 
paid the fine herself. God has 
paid the penalty for our sins 
through His Son1 .Jesus 
Christ. 

When we accept J esus as 
our Lord and Savior. our sins 
are forgiven and we wiH not 
suffer the penalty for our sins. 
~ahum as.:;ured the people 

of Judah that God was a jeal
ous and aveng~ng God: and 
the Lord 'vould take ven
geance against C\il people of 
Nineveh. 

At times it is hard to ~e 
God as a jealous and a"·enging 
God; but the Scriptures are 
clear that God is a just God~ 
and He V~ri.JI punish sin. 

GOO loves all people and is 
slow to anger. He appt:al.a to 
peoph to repent of theit sin 
and re·'"um to Him. - Moore 
is mirls•er of educatiOn at Fars1 
Bapt15' 0 .Jrch, Ctarksvi e. 
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Center of Johnson Cily church helps 1111any ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

Quite a few of those helped 
are elderly members of the 
church. said Gail. who are try
ing to live on about $300 a 
month. They often must decide 
whether to buy food or medi
cine. she explained. When 
Southside Center provided 
their food. they could buy medi
cine. she explained. 

Southside Center helps two 
other groups. The center helps 
many Hispanics who live near
by in two apartment complexes. 
The Perkinses and other mem
bers of Southside Baptist began 
developing relationships with 
the Hispanics several years 
ago. 

The Perkinses introduced 
themselves 'to the complex 
managers and asked for per
mission to visit and help the 
r esidents. They have helped 
residents furnish apartments 
through a local furniture store. 
They have given bicycles to 
children. The church held a 
Vacation Bible School for His
panic children. 

"It took · a couple of ye~rs 
before we saw any results," said 
John. 

Hispanics began to attend 
and join the church. Southside 
has developed a translation 
system via head phone of the 
morning worship service for 
Spanish speakers. 

The center. also helps some 
veterans who have been helped 
by the Veterans Administration 

• 
Hospital and complex located 
nearby. But these veterans ar~ 

living on undeveloped land in 
the neighborhood. John, who is 
a former chaplain at the VA and 
served in the Tennessee State 
Guard, has befriended them 
and as the center was devel
oped. made sure that it had 
washers and dryers for the 
men. who have no way to clean 
their clothes. The center also 
provides food to the men. 

Many good things have 
resulted from the center. 
reported the Perkinses. 

One is that when the center 
was opened nine months ago, 
"no one on this street came to 
Southside (Church)." said John 
Perkins. The street he is refer
ring to is about three blocks 
long. · 

"Now they understand . we 
care about them and that 
m~kes the difference," said 
Gail. 

Fifty-one people have made 
professions of fai_th at the cen
ter, reported the couple. Some 
of those people have joined 
Southside Baptist. Today the 
church draws about 250 to 
Sunday morning worship serv
Ice. 

' Since the center opened, 
Southside has seen its. first 
African American, Native 
American, and Hispanic person 
join the church, added Gail. · 
_ Helping the Perkinses wit
·ness to_ fol~at the center ·are 
volunteers like those here on 
this night from Sinking Creek 
Baptist. Volunteers from sever
al other churches in Holston 
Baptist Association, based m 

.. 
John Perkins doesn't. let .health . . - ' 

problems keep him f~m· ministry 
For Baptist and Reflector 

-
JOHNSON CITY- John Perkins, pastor, Southside BaptisJ; 

Church here, has suffered several health problems in his life. 
When he was 21 years old, he was injnred and nearly died of 

the resulting gangrene. To save .him, ab9ut 16 feet of his intes:
t ines were removed. He was unconscious.for 10 days and Gaif . . ~ 

his wife, was told he would probably .di~. He still has regular 
pain and other health problems as a result. 

When he was 61 years old, he had a stroke. He recovered 
from that and four years later, he was found to have cancer and 
received treatment for that. 

At this time Perkins was pastor of Snow Memorial Baptist 
Chw·ch, Johnson City, and a North American Mission Board
end~rsed chaplain serving at the Veterans Administration Hos
pital and complex in Johnson City. He continued to serve the 
church after his stroke, but retired after he learned he had can
cer. 

About four years a_go at age 67 Perkins came out of retire.: 
ment to serve Southside. 

"I would never had been who I am if I woul<4l't have had the 
sicknesses that I 've had," said Perkins. "God 1s keeping me 
where He wants me." 

Perkins is glad he has had theae health problems. he said, 
which has allowed him to "understand working people and 
empathize with most situations people face." 

Of his regular pain, Perkins said, "You live with it. It 
becomes a part oflife." 

• 
Some of the keys to his good life today, said Perkins, are a 

strong faith, determination, and keeping busy. He and Gail 
made a commitment years ago to help somebody every day, he 
added. 

Gail said oJ her husband. "He•s a walking miracle." 0 

Johnson City, serve. About 50 
members of Southside also 
serve as volunteers. 

Mark Pierce, a volunteer, 
said he is glad for the opportu
nity to witness to clients of the 
center. He said sometimes 
Christians should be direct in 
asking people if they are saved. 
That approach is not judgmen
tal, he explained, but just a 
question· which can allow a 
question such as, "Do you know 

who Jesus is?" be added. 
Southside Center has been 

helped by many including Kelly 
Campbell, director of Appa
lachian Regional Ministries of 
East Tennessee, a Southern 
Baptist ministry based in 
Alcoa. He granted the center 
funds from the Golden State 
Missions Offering and put them 
in touch with First Baptist 
Church, Adamsville. The 
church sent a 47-member mis-

r. !l 

sion team led by Ph 
pastor, last summer 
renovated the house 
for the center. worl 
church. and helped I 
tion Bible School. 

'"l1eeting people 
the best way to win t 
Lord," said Gail. 

"Most Baptist 
their attention in" 
that's wrong,"' 
Perkins. 0 

A LADY VISITS WITH Gail Perfcins, right, director of Southside Mission Center, at the cente1 
dren, left, a-center volunteer from Sinking Creek Baptist Church, Johnson City, 
after carrying boxes of food for the lady to her ca~ 

GAIL PERKINS, left, visits with a lady who has 
chosen some clotbes from the clothes room of 
the center. 

JOHN PERKINS, left, and Mark Pierce 
Creek Baptist Church, Johnson Ci~ 

- boxes of-food for clients of the center. 

PEOPLE CARRY BOXES of food from Southside Mission Center given to them by the cen 
Perkins, director, tells them goodbye. 
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LllllrM RIES Randy and Robin Covington of far e.ast Russia visit with Jeannette and Roger Brig
exhibit area. 8riggs is director of missions for Haywood Baptist Association, based in 

"'"vlltt:J, and Fayette Baptist Association based in Somerville . 
• 

CELL PHONES, Ray Newcomb, left, pastor 
Baptist Church, Millington, compares "fishn 
with Greg McFadden, pastor of First Baptist 
, Humboldt, in the exhibit area of the South

rptist Convention annual meeting held last 
'1 San Antonio, Texas. 

LUANNE TILSON of New Hopewell Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, shops in the Life Way Christ
ian Stores exhibit at the convention. 

VG IN THE SBC exhibit area are Unda and Jeff Hicks. left~ and Melody and David Mahan. Hicks 
or of Vlesl Main Street Baptist Church, Alexandria. while Mahan is pastor of Whorton Springs 

II ' Church, Sm/thvilla. 

rennessee aptist 
• messengers enJOY 

SBC annual meetin 

·in San Antonio 

- . F ______ __, 
~ 

PASTOR KEN CLAYTON, left, and Stacy Bell of Tulip Grove Bap
tist Church, Old Hickory, took a break during the convention to visit 
the historic Alamo. 

LANESE DOCKERY, right, wife of Union University president 
David Dockery, visits with pastor David Worley and his wife, 
Sherrie, from Bethel Baptist Church, Greenfield, at the Union booth. 

LARRY GILMORE, left, evangelism director for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, ViSits with evangelist Henry Lmgmfefter, center, 
of Alcoa, and George Wifftams. pastor of Marble C.ty Baptist 
Church. Knoxville, at the SBC 8/lnua.} meetmg held last week In 
San Antonio. 
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Friday 10 
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Murfreesboro 
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Ba~ Center, B.rentwQad 

First Baptist Church, 
Morristown 

IS lllursday II 

First Baptist Church, 
Selmer 

Music Min~ L.eadershjp.Conference, 
Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood 

Fnday 11 

Real Encounter- Connect, Unicoi location TBA 

Arst Baptist Church, 
Dandridge 

& Rrst Baptist Church, 
Cookeville 

First Baptist Church, 
Shelbyville 

Equip for Excellence 
Sunday S~hool Convention 

First Baptist Church, Hendersonville 

llonday tO lllesday II wednesday t t thursday t I Fnday tf Saturday ts 
Real Encounter·- Connect, Cookeville location TBA 

Rrst Baptist Church, 
Humboldt 

Rrst Baptist Church,McKenzje 
& Northside Baptist Church, 

McMinnville 
Professional Secretaries Course for Certification, Baptist Center, Brentwood 

IIIHIJI1 lllesdlyll 

Real Encounter- Connect Gleason location TBA 

• 

Wallace Memorial Baptist Church. Knoxville 

II lllursday 10 Fnday J I 

• 
Central Baptist Churdl, 

Johnson City 

Women's Evangelism 
Conferenc~Herrn~ge 

Hills Baptist Church, 
Herm~e 

For a complete listing of TN Missions & Ministries, visit www.tnbaptist.org 
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Tennessee Baptists participate • 1n annual Crossover eve 
Baptist Press 

SAN ANTONIO - Southern Baptist 
evangelistic events in San Antonio drew 
6~913 people from throughout the host 
city, touching a total of 2,493 homes, 
according to organizers of the annual 
Crossover evangelistic outreach: Of those 
who heard gospel presentations, 959 
made first-time decisions for Christ. 

The outreach preceding the Southern 
Baptist Convention's annual meeting 
included block parties, cultural celebra
tions, medical clinics, sports events, free 
bottled water distribution, and door-to- -
door evangelistic visits. 

"Behind every one of those numbers ·is 
a real person," Gary Hollingsworth 
reported during the opening session of 
the SBC annual meeting June 12. 

"Statistics are exciting, but stories are 
even better," said Hollingsworth, who 
heads,the cultural evangelism division at 
the North American Mission Board. 

Several Tennessee Baptists were 
among the Crossover volunteers. 

David Cobb, an evangelist and mem
ber of First Baptist Church, Sevierville, 
who will serve as the NAMB co-coordina
tor for Crossover Indianapolis 2007, 
served again on the NAMB Intentional 
Community Evangelism (ICE) team 
along with his wife, Sue. 

Cobb, who was on-site in San Antonio 
training for next year's SBC Crossover, 

DAVID COBB of First Baptist Church, 
Sevierville, surveys the crowd during a 
Crossover event in San Antonio, Texas. 

had to step up mid-week and do the job, 
because a NAMB official became sick. 
Cobb and his wife began working June 2 
in San Antonio. He and another ICE 
team member, Mark Martin, evangelist 
and assistant pastor at Galilee Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, :worked the beginqing 
and ending Crossover festivals and 
work~d during the week in assigned 
churches in the San Antonio area. 

Cobb noted ~e- has heen volunteering 
' 

Catch vision for G.rea,t Commission, 
-Zinn urges in convention sermon 
By Bill Webb . 
Word and Way (Mo.) 

SAN ANTONIO - California Pas
tor Rob Zinn bemoaned Southern 
Baptist baptism statistics and chal
lenged messengers to the Southern 
Baptist Conv~ntion annual meetin.g 
to catch a visio,n for winning people to 
Christ. 

In the annual conventien sermon, 
Zinn, senior pastor of Immanuel Bap
tist Church in Highland, Calif., 
charged that believers have fallen 
short of the demands of the Gr.eat 
Commission, and many churches . ~ 

deliberately have chosen not to grow. 
"God's never given us the right to 

vote down what he has called us to 
do," Zinn said. "Our commission is to 
go. There is nothing in the Bible that 
says you should stay within the four 
walls (of the church), and the commu
nity will come." 

He told messengers that the most 
recent annual baptism total among 
Seuthern Baptists was 364,826 -
fewer than the year before, despite a 
challenge for Southern Baptist 
churches to baptize one mi])jon peo
ple in a year. 

"We're in desperate need of 
revival," he said. "We're in desperate 
need of the Holy Spirit filling us, our 
churches, and our convention so we 
will be what we need to be." 

Southern Ba_ptists biggest barrier 
to winning people to Christ may be 
their attitude, Zinn said. "Why are we 
baptizing less people? The answer is, 
'Our attitudes stink.' " 

He suggested churches in the 21st 

' century must 1eam feur attitudes 
prevalent in the first ·century church., 

"Fjrst, we2re going to h.a:ve to t.ake 
the Great Commission serious~y," he 
said. God teok the Great Commission 
serieusly; the devil t~es the Great 
Commission seriously. 

"Our pr.oblem is · our attitude 
toward the Word of God:· When it 
takes 45 Southern Baptists a full 
year to baptize one person., we're not 
serious about it." 

Second, ChristiaRs must take the 
Great Commission personally, Zinn 
said. It is not enough te give money so 
that people far away can come to 
Christ .. Believers mu.st be activ:e per
sonally in evangelizing their o,wn 
communities. 

"Too many pastors do all their 
evangelism on Sunday morning," he 
charged. "We need to make evaRgel
ism a lifestyle. Pastor, yoU're going to , 
have to get in yoW' car" and go to visit 
people, he said. , 

Third, Christians must approach 
the task of evangelism enthusi·asti
cally, Zinn said. 

"God said He would go with you 
and will empower you," he said,. using 
the Holy Spirit to spat"k enthusiasm 
hy providing a vision for the task and 
an attitude of love toward others. 

Finally, the believer must 
approach his task prayerfully, he 
said. In the early church, "it was 
prayer that turned fear to boldness. 
Prayer is where the power . comes 
from." 

Prayer is necessary to winning the 
spiritually lost to Christ, Zinn 
stressed. 0 

at Crossover for several years. 
"We usually spend seven hours a day 

working with the teams on the streets. 
We do everything like band out water, 
tracts, and get thin~ ~eadyto go. We also 
take two or three people out as a team to 
the houses. We stay with the teams an 
hour or so, then we split them up to go on 
their own to witness. We are the mentors 
of the volunteers. We fly with them and 
then give them wings. Evangelism is as 
much caught as taught." 

Cobb who worked during the week at 
Pearsall Road Baptist Church, San Anto
nio, reported a total of 187 people making 
salvation decisions, which were wit
nessed by teams. 

One of the homes, encountered by 
Cobb's team from Pearsall Baptist, was 
the home of a Hispanic gang leader. 
According to Cobb, one of the gang mem
bers at the house had been witnessed to 
on the previous day by a volunteer with a 
tract and an evangelism cube. Cobb wit
nessed to the gang leader with the help of' 
the cube, and the gang leader 'accepted 
Christ. None of the other young men at 
the address aecepted Christ. . 

"It was a miracle," Cobb said. "The_gang 
leader had a young son. He was concerned 
that his son would end. up ti:ke him. He 
seemed liKe a half descent fellow." 

8'1.1_~ Cobb sperit her time in the NAMB 
office entering the Crossover, IC~ team, 
and block party results into co~puters. 

She is already looking forward ~ 
in the NAMB office in lodi 
where she will help her husbaq 
the ICE team, line up the chUft 
coordinate the volunteers. 

UWe need all Tennessee peop11 
Indy," she said. 

Martin said he worked at tM 
ent churches and in a housing q 
ty during Cr-ossover. He estima 
he presented the gospel around 

· during the week out of' whleb 3 
gave their hearts to the Lord. 

According to Martin, at Larbp 
tian Fellowship Church, San AJ 
new ciliurch in a low income and~ 
area, a high percentage of peQ 

received a gospel presentation 
An ICE team usually ~erves in su( 

"There was a prayer walkint 
and a warm spirituality when yo 
to the people in the area. At l 
half. to one-third got saved, who 
nessed to with the gospel. I attri1 
high salvation rate to one fac 
prayer walking that was done 
churches, before the ICE team 
the assigned church areas." 

David Cobb and Marlin. also 
the June 9 closing Crossover ev 
Festival de Alabanza (Festival o~ 
at the Guadalupe Plaza, located 
dewntown San Antonio. (] -
Knox of the Baptist and Reflec 
tributed to this story. 

. Southern Baptists ftave been fighting t 
~wrong &a~les,' Page tell~ messenget~ 
By Charlie Warren 
The Arkansas. Baptist 

SAN ANTONIO - Southern Baptist 
. Convention President Frank Page chal
lenged :Baptists to lay aside factionalism 
and cold-hearted legalism tQ develop a 
new strategic battle plan that goes 
beyond doctrinal rightness to speak the 
truth in love to a lest world. 

To illustrate his message frqm Psalm 
51:1-13, Page referred to France just 
prior to World War· II. French leaders, 
partic~arly Andre Maginot, minister of 
war, poured enormous fmancial 
resources into a state-of-the-art defense 
system along· the nation's eastern bor
der. The sy~tem did not cov~r dense 
forests they cen.sidered impenetrable. 

When war began, the German army 
marched through the forest and Paris 
fell within three weeks, Page noted. The 
Maginot line of defense had failed. 

"We (Southern Baptists) have built 
our own Maginot line," Page said. "We 
have built wonderful entities, programs, 
agencies, and great churchesJ thinking 
we can ·nold off defeat of the enemy. But 
the enemy has .outflanked us ever and 
over." 

Baptists are guilty of an arrogance 
with which God is not pleased, he said. 
Page, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Taylors, S.C., charged that instead of 
transforming the culture, it has trans
formed Southern Baptists. 

"We hold our battle lines against 
flesh and blood," he said. "'s this our 
only line of defense? ... We are not the 
only game in town. . . . God has blessed 
us for a reason - not that we will 
become spiritually obese, but so we will 
be on mission for Him." 

Satan has robbed Southern Baptist;s 
of integrity, fellowship, passion for the 

lost, the joy of salvation, bumilit; 
relevance, and a s-ense of godly 
Page asserted. 

"We have lost much and there 
to be lost," he warned, adding tl 
lem in the convention starts 
individual Southern Baptist. 

"Where's the joy God gave 
you were saved?" be asked. 
doetrinally right, but you. sure 
very happy about it." 

King David, who wrote 
"was painfully aware of his 
cies .... We strut while we're 
down,".Page said. 

"This convention does not 
you, and it sure does net belonr 
i~ God's .... Though we have 
difkrences, will you take my ba 
let's work together to reach the 
Christ?" 

God wants Southern Bapt 
s~k the truth in love, wheth 
blog or don't blog, Page said. 

"When we speak the truth ' 
love, it leads to a cold~nearted L 
the world sees as characteristic o 
tians," he warned. 

To regain the victory, Pap 
Southern Baptists to get right wi 
confess our sine, plead for Corgi 
and "a spiritual heart transp1al 
seek revival. 
- ~ "Our baptisms languish in 
when people are receptive to tbe I 
he said. " ... It's because we ht 
been right before God .... We., 
fighting the wrong battles." 

He said the oonv.ention hal II 
to theological rightness, "praile • 
that, but if we do not seek the I 
God, our ch11J'Ches will be ril 
empty. . . . The early cbun:h • 
with persecution .... We are -
yawn." c:J 
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rrlson-Chilhowee takes message of academy west 
f W1lkey 
nd Reflector 

~ONTO-Tennessee 
strolling through the 
rea of the Southern 

.onvcntion at the Henry 
-.lez Convention Center 
famillar name as they 
oward the rear of the 
rca. - Harrison-Chil
ptist Academy. 

Grubb, who has 
s president of HCBA, 
wn as The King's Acad-

13 years, said it has 
g time since the acad

;ap an exhibit at the con-

He said the academy, whlcb 
is affihated with the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, also wanted 
to meet church leaders from 
around the country. "We are 
looking for boarding referrals. 
We have a lot to offer and many 
people do not know much about 
us," Grubb added. · 

Despite a location not exactly 
in the mainstream of the con~ 
vention ·flow, Grubb said there 
was "a steady stream of people" 
visiting the booth, not only from 
Tennessee, but other states as 
well. 

~wanting to strengthen 
~ionship with Southern 
agencies and institu
:rticular1y the Intema
d North American mis
ds," Grubb said. 

The HCBA president was 
pleased with the response to 
their booth and said the trip was 
worth the expense. 

Much of the expense of the 
booth, including travel, came 
from a development grant that 
the academy recently received, 
Grubb said. 0 

WALTER GRUBB~ left, president of Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy, and Bob Deatherage, right, 
the academy's development director, visit with Celia and pastor Glenn Conner, left center, and Char
lotte and Ron Mathis of Holiday Heights Baptist Church, Hendersonville. San Antonio marked the first 
meeting in which the academy has had a booth in the exhibit area of the Southern Baptist Convention 
in nearly two decades. 

on headlines Pastors Conference 

ANTONIO - Christians are 
,.wo ml\ior threats to their belief 
- Islam in the East and Western 
s abandonment of a belief in 
~ truth, Chuck Colson, founder of 
Fellowship, said June 10. 
Ul't imagine any time in history 
ou would look around as a Chris
<i see a world that is filled with 
~--·6 .... than the world in which we 
lf!y," Colson said at the Southern 
~Convention Pastors Conference 

:.t the SBC's June 11-12 annual 
~here. 
~e Colson touched on the threat 
~Y Islam - a belief system he 
e d as using conquest to advanc
:nu.se- he focused his address on 
ture war that American Chris
tee at home 
on cited statistics indicating that 
rds of Americans believe there is 
;'l thing as moral truth. Such a 
a.anifests itself in moral decay and 
• which Colson said is happening 

tJnited States. 
le atheists in years past were con
disbelieve in G·od privately. Col
i a new breed of intellectual a the
• emerged to promote the lie that 
anity is dangerous to society and 
be restrained by the government. 
re up against A vicious attack by 
aeists: Colson said, citing the 
:;~ popularity of such recent books 
,e God Delu ·ion"' by Richard 
ts.. "'This is a 'irulent strain of 
1 that seeks to destroy our belief 

agage the culture and counter the 
ing belief th.u truth is relative. 
said tub-tians mu::;t do better at 
ing. in a winsome ·way. what they 
and whv the\' belie\·e it To start . . . " 
ru: must understand that Chri.s-

L"' more than simply L\ personal 
1 \ship with Jesu~ CA>lson argued. 

hu,·e to undt.~tnnd that Chris
is ll \~ orldview ... Colson s..'lid 

i nnity is a wuy of seeing aH of life 
of realit~~ lt'.,. the wny of under

tg ultimate truth: 
~tinn5' pu~. therefore, is to 
fallen culture tn the glory of God 

and bring Christianity to bear in every 
single area of life, Colson said. But 
beyond understanding Christianity in 
its entirety, he said Christians must be 
faithful to pass their beliefs to their chil
dren. 

"What is wrong with us when kids are 
being raised to believe there is no such 
thing as truth?" Colson asked. "That's 
the end of the Christian gospel if we 
can't make a truth claim in our culture 
today." 

Too many young evangelicals think 
the gospel is dull, Colson said, because 
churches haven't taught it adequately. 
He lamented any tendency within the 
contemporary emerging church move
ment toward "abandoning a belief in 
truth" for "conversations in coffee shops" 
in which people share their various spir
itual journeys. 

The Christian faith is not dry, dusty 
doctrine, Colson said, but a compelling 
story of Jesus Christ, the God-man, com
ing to the world to redeem sinful people. 

Other speakers at the conference 
included Paige Patterson, president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary in Fort Worth, Texas, and a former 
SBC president; Jerry Vines, pastor emer
itus of First Baptist Church in Jack
sonville, Fla., and another (ormer SBC 
president; and Roger Spradlin, pastor of 
the 7,000-member Valley Baptist Church 
in Bakersfield, Calif. ; J.D. Greear, senior 
pastor of Summit Church, Durham. 
N.C.; James Merritt, senior pastor of 
Cross Pointe Church, Duluth, Ga.; 1 

James MacDonald, senior pastor of Har
vest Bible Chapel, Rolling Meadows, ill.; 
O.S. Hawlcins of GuideStone Financial 
Resource~ AI Mohler of Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky.: Jimmy Draper, retired LifeWay I 
Christian Resources president: and 
Jobnn:r Hunt, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Woodstock. Ga. 

New Pastors Conference officers are: 
pre:iident. .Michael Catt. senior pastor of 
Sherwood Baptist Church. Albany. Ga.: 
vice president, Steve Dighton. pastor of 
Le.ne.~ Baptist Church, Lenexa, Kan.; 
3.1ld seaetmy-treasurer. Roy Crow~ pas~ 
tor of Highland Baptist Church. Laurel. 
Mi • -. , - Artide includes reporting by 
Jrn White of The Ref'!}ious Heraki (Va.) 
and Brent Thompson of Baptist Press. 

WMU keeps focus on missions, ministry 
By Charlie Warren 
The Arkansas Baptist 

SAN ANTONIO - Prayer for mis
sions took center stage as Woman's Mis
sionary Union leaders and missionaries 
challenged participants at the WMU 
Annual M~eting, held June 10-11 at San 
Antonio's Marriott Rivercenter, prior to 
the Southern Baptist Convention gather
mg. 

In her annual address, WMU Presi
dent Kaye Miller, a member of 
Immanuel Baptist Church of LittLe 
Rock, Ark., cited II Chronicles 7:14, 
highlighting from the passage "humble 
yourselves" and "pray and seek God." 

Miller recounted her experience 
growing up in Thailand, where her par
ents were career missionaries. She 
recalled her missionary surgeon father 
treating the sores of lepers. 

"It took a special kind of man to hum
ble himself before a lep~r, to sponge out 
foul-smelling wounds, to carefully wrap 
bandages around people no one else 
wanted to be around, to listen, to care, 
to love in Jesus' name," she said. 

Miller, a nurse, also remembered a 
motherless 2-year-old with AIDS whom 
no one wanted to hold or rock and the 
response to her appeal to fellow WMU 
members to help. Within hours, volun
teer:s were waiting for their chance to 
care for the dying youngster, and they 
were with him when he died. 

.. What would happen if we, as G~><rs 
people, would truly pray and seek God?" 
she asked. "Often in our churches and in 
our personal lives. we spend much more 
time talking about prayer than actually 
praying. Let us, as Woman's Missionary 
Union, keep camng ourselves by His 
name, keep praying and seeking His 
face so that we will keep reaching and 
teaching the generations." 

Miller was re-elected president and 
Kathy Hillman of Waco. Texru;, was re
elected recording secretary. 

Travis Collins. pastor of Bon Air Bap
tist Church of Richmond. Va., used tbe 
acrostic COMPASS - meaning constan
cy. obsetYation by others. motive. pecu
liar passions. aptitudes_ ~830ning. and 
sensible decision-making- to tSJik about 
how Christian..s det.ennine God'~ wilt 

"Do you have a vision that won't go 
away?" asked Collins, author of Direc
tionally Challenged_, "It might be a 
divine call." 

He warned participants not to 
"blame God" for their own bad decisions. 
"Sometimes it's easy to baptize our 
agendas in God language," he said . 

Collins urged participants to be 
aware of people who may need God's 
direction in their lives. "There may be 
somebody you know who has missed a 
turn or two in life, and they need some
one to say, 'Can I help you find where 
you want to go?' It might change their 
life." 

Collins later spoke about having 
courage to follow the call of God. He 
encouraged participants to stand 
against the "cultural tide of declining 
morals, character, and values" and avoid 
a "narcissistic, self-centered, consumer
oriented Christianity." 

"Courage is not the absence of fear, 
but the willingness to do something 
even though you may be terribly 
afraid," be said. "Remember, the Lord of 
all creation will be with you wherever 
you go." 

Mark Edwortby, IMB associate for 
Central and Eastern Europe, related a 
story about his experience serving in 
Poland when he was discouraged and 
received a letter from a man in jail who 
had heard him preach several years 
prior. Though the man had not made a 
decision to follow Christ at that time, he 
wrote Edworthy to thank him for shar
ing the gospel, because he had later 
made the commitment. 

Rebecca Hogg, who serves with her 
husband, Bill, as regional associate for 
Central Asia. said mru prayer advoca
cy was the "'backbone" of the region' 
ministry with Muslim groups "Over 99 
percent of our region is Mu..,lJm.. he 
said. ¥Jlut don•t be despairing. f'm here 
to teD you. the church is alive and well 
in central Asia. Growth may be low, but 
it's _teady .. 

,...he asked \V':MU members to pray for 
persecuted believers in church,. in 
Iran, Uzbekistan. and southea tern 
Turkey. Cl - Mide fndudes reporting oy 
Usa •tatson of The Alkansa.s Bap:Jsl and 
Bill weoa of me Woro' and Way ( .). 

• 
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+ Ansell T. Baker of 

Athens, 85, pastor emeritus of 
First Baptist Church, Athens, 
died June 9. He served as sen
ior pastor of First Baptist for 
15 years and in retirement was 
interim pastor of churches in 
Cleveland, Sweetwater, Eto
wah, Niota, Englewood, Lenoir 
City, Knoxville, and Chat
tanooga. A native of Canada, 
Baker is a graduate of Bob 
Jones University, Greenville, 
S.C., and Eastern Baptist The
ological Seminary, Wynnewood, 
Pa. He was pastor of a church 
in Bessemer, Ala.; Central Bap
tist Church, Chattanooga, for 
20 years; and First Baptist 
Church, Athens. Baker had a 
radio ministry in Chattanooga 
and Athens. For 15 years, he 
also was a chaplain (Major) in 
the U. S. Air Force Reserve. He 
served ·as a trustee of the 
Northern American Mission 
Board, Alpharetta, Ga.; Ten
nessee Baptist Children's 
Home, Bre~twood; and Carson
Newman College, Jefferson 
City. He also was a member of 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven- · 
tion Executive Board. He trav
eled to 65 countries making 
missions trips and 18 other 
trips to the Middle East. Sur
vivors include his wife of 62 
years, Sue Gilbert Baker; three 
children; six gran-dchildren; 
and six great grandchildren. 
Memorial contributions m~y be 
made to First Baptist, Athens, 
for the Ansell T. Baker Miiliste
rial Scholarship at Carson
Newman College. 

Le ders · 
+ Forest Hills Baptist 

Church, Nashville, called Sam 
Boyd as pastor effective June 

BOYD 

1. A native of 
Bluefield, W. 
Va., . Boyd 
grew up in 
Bristol and 
gra duated 
from the Uni
versity ofTen
nessee- Knox
ville and 

Southwestern Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary, Fort Worth, 

Texas. Prior to coming to Forest 
Hills Baptist, Boyd served as 
pastor of the 3,500-member 
First Baptist Church, Hender
sonville, N.C., for five years. He 
has also served as pastor of 
churches in Illinois, Florida, 
and Georgia. 

+ Ken Clayton, pastor of 
Tulip Grove Baptis t Church, 
Old Hickory, since 1983, will 
retire at the 
end of Novem
ber. Prior to 
becoming pas
tor of Tulip 
Grove, Clay
ton served as 
the first pas
tor of Central 
Bapti st CLAYTON 

Church, Crossville. He and his 
wife, Joy, are former Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Spain. 
A native of Rockwood, Clayton 
is a graduate of Carson-New
man College, Jefferson City, 
and Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
f'he Claytons have two grown 
children and three grandchil
dren. 

+ Sarah Walker Cuison 
earned the master of arts in 
educational leadership from 
Golden Gate 
Baptist Theo
logical Semi-· 
nary, Mill Val
ley, Calif., this 
sprmg. Her 
home church 
is Westwood 
Bapti s · t 
Church, CUISON 

Cleveland. While in seminary. 
she also was minister to junior 
high youth, Living Word. Bap
tist Church, Milpitas, Calif., 

. 
nessee, Knoxville. 

+ Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church, Tazewell, recently hon
ored Bill Jennings for his 
service as church treasurer and 
deacon for 40 years. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Columbia, recently called 
.David Simmerman· as con
nections pas tor. Simmerman 
previously served as associate 
pastor and youth minister, 
First Baptist Church, Joelton, 
and youth minister of Cherry 
Grove Baptist Churcn, Jones-
borough. · 

+ John B. · Pyka of 
Nashville has developed acre
ative program for Baptist 
churches. The program, "Cre
ative Fire," will include vocal 
music, drama, and illusions 
culminating in a worship expe
rience. He has appeared on TV 
on A&E's "An Evening at the 
Improv," MTV's "Spring Break." 
He also has been lead singer in · 
two gospel ensembles, "Legacy,'' 
and "Hand of Mercy." Pyka is 
the former minister of music, 
Richland Baptist Church, Nash
ville, and interim youth minis
ter, Inglewood Baptist Church, 
Nashville. He can be reached 
~t johnpyka@flip-side.com or 
(615) 480-8946. 

hurches 
+ First' Baptist Church, 

Atwood, will hold its annual 
homecoming service June 24 
beginning with moming wor
ship. Nathan Pi1low will speak. 
A meal will follow the service. 

+ Lincoln Heights Bap
tist Church, Tullahoma, · 
recently changed its name to 

· and a teacher of English as a . 
Second Language. Cuison also · ·1 

was awarded the Education . 
Leadership Service in Ministry .__ ____ ______ __J 

Award, an award besto~ed by MINISTRY - OTHER 
faculty upon a student who has Now accepting resumes· for 
great promise in the field of church planting missionary. This 
Christian education, and one staff person will work with !an
who ex~rcises ministry in an guage, anglo, and African Amer
educational setting. ican churches to facilitate and 

• Mouth of Richland Bap- guide the beginning of new mis
sions and churches in the 

tist Church, Blam· e, has called Nashville· Metropolitan area. 
John DeVault as youth minis- Must have a love for churches 
ter. The son of Tony and Freida 
~e Vault of Bristal, he is a soph- ~~~a ~:~~~~gto ~;~a~~h~:~~~~ 
omo.re at the.. University ofTen- starts .. A passion for strengthen-

ing and starting churches for 
people of all ethnic backgrounds 
is needed for this job. Person 
must meet the qualifications for 
funding by North American Mis
sion Board. Send resumes to 
420 Main St. , Nashville, TN 
37206 or e-mail to general@
nashvillebaptists.com. Call NBA 
office at (615) 259-3034 for 
more information or visit 
nash vi llebaptistassoci ation. org 
on the web. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

MEMBERS OF Edgefield Baptist Church, Nashville, gather out
side June 3 to conclude the centennial celebration of the building 
and 140th anniversary of the church. The church's cornerstone 
was reinstalled on that day. 

For Sale: Hammond C-2 organ 
with PR-40 and F-40 tone cabi
nets. In good condition and work
ing order. For information call 
(423) 568-2260. 

r 

e eSce e 

Restoration Baptist Fellow
ship, Tullahoma. Lincoln 
Heights Baptist was estab
lished in 1952 as a mission of 
First Baptist Church. Tulla
homa. The church's vision 
ch_anged in 2003, The recent 
name change reflects the 
church's new vision of being 
Baptist due to its heritage and 
providing "restoration." 
because the church hopes to 
restore people into a life of 
Christianity, reported Kerry 
Smith, pastor. In addition, the 
church has started Restoration 
Baptist Fellowship, Murfrees
boro, of which Jim Powers is 
pastor. 

+ Liberty Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will hold 
revival June 27 - July 1. Terry 
Wilkerson will speak and his 
wife, Georgia, and Terry Weeks 
will lead the music. · 

. 

chools 
+ The psychology depart

ment of Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, was 
recently awarded the outstand
ing volunteer service award of 
Lakeshore Mental Health 

I 
MINISTRY - COMBINATION 

First Baptist Church, McKenzie 
is currently seeking a full-ti~ 
minister of music and families. If 
you are interested, please send 
your resume to Search Commit
tee, c/o First Baptist Church, 
McKenzie, 619 Stonewall St., 
McKenzie, TN 38201. 

MINISTRY - CHILDREN 
Clearview Baptist Church of 
Birmingham, Ala:, is accepting 
resumes for the position of full
time children's pastor (K-5th 
grade). Mail resume to 5271 Old 
Springville Road, Pinson, AL 
35126 or e-mail to Connie@
clearviewbaptist. com. 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
Sunnyside Baptist Church in 
Kingsport, Tenn. , is seeking a 
full-time minister of youth. The 
candidate should be called to 
serve as a youth minister and 
have a strong youth leadership 
education and adequate youth 
ministry experience. The mini~ter 
of youth will lead the youth pro
gram for grades 7-12. All appli
cants will undergo a credit 
check, background screening, 
and will participate in a time of 
personal and theological ques
tioning. Interested applicants 
may submit a resume to Person
nel Committee, 406 Cooks Val
ley Rd. , Kingsport, TN 37664. 

++++ 
Clearview Baptist Church of 
Birmingham,. Ala. , is accepting 
resumes for the position of full
time student pastor (6th-12th 
grade). Mail resume to 5271 Old 
Springville Road, Pinson., AL 
35126 or e-mait to Connie@
clearviewbaptist.com. 

Institutt', Knoxvil 
placement of outsb 
dent interns at tht 
typical three-hour 
requires 150 field h 
unteer work. Marl 
Carson-Newman's 
department chair, 
pleased and humt) 
recognition. He att: 
success of the plac 
gram to Tammy, lUI 
work coordinator, 
overseen the pro~ 
decade. Beyond ho 
psychology departti 
shore recognized 
Newman graduate J 
haltz with its o 
student service awa 

MINISTRY
The Salem Associat 
in Dekalb County i~ 
director of missions 
association of 32 
Resumes and requ 
descriptions shoulc 
the Chairman, Da' 
651 Snowhill Ad 
town , TN 37059 or 1 

dmahan@ dtccom.nE ., 
21. 

MINISTRY - PJ 3R 
Colonial Baptist Chur. 
phis is seeking In 
resumes from ~,oa,o~ :&IIIII 
ed in the full-time po~ 
tor. Inquiries should 
John R. Petry, 312C 
Memphis, TN 38118-
can be seht to jricj 
yahoo.com. The ch 
is www.colonialbapti. 
or g. 

First Baptist Churc~ 
Tenn., is seeking a f 
tor. Candidates pi 
resumes to First BaJ 
P.O. Box 325, C 
38326, Attn: Pas 
Committee. 

.:· •) .,. . 
Cherokee First Baptl 
resumes for full-ti 1 
Located in Northwe 
Mail resume to Pa •f 
Committee, P. 0 . 
Cherokee, AL 3561€ 
DVDs, tapes also ac 

MINISTRY -l 
Part-time worship le 
in blended worship 
Baptist Church, '
Send information '' 
589, Milan, TN 3835 

+++< 
Monterey First BaptJ 
growing congregatH 
east of Cookevill~ 
seeking a dynamic, c 

spirit-led worship 
position, at present. 
but as the church 
become full-time. 
all age choirs. Sene 
106 N. Chestnut S 
TN 38574, Attn: Sef 
tee or to dgarrettOchi 
com. 
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C Executive CornrniHee elects Martin pastor as vice president 

uSING" OLDHAM, center, is welcomed to the staff of the 

Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention as the 
president for convention relations, by Bill Harrell, left, 
of the Executive Committee, and Morris Chapman, pres

the Executive Committee. He has served as pastor of First 
Martin, since 1986. 

Pester 
Till 

By Erin Roach 
Baptist Press 

SAN ANTONIO - Roger S. 
(Sing) Oldham , a pastor for 
more than 25 years, was elected 
June 11 as vice president for 
convention relations for the 
Southern Baptist Convention's 
Executive Committee. 

Oldham, an outgoing mem
ber of the Executive Committee, 
has been pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Martin, Tenn., since 
1986 and also has served as an 
adjunct instructor at several 
educational institutions. 

"He is a brilliant theologian, 
a man of incredible integrity 
and a distinguished leader as a 
pastor and among pastors," 
Morris H. Chapman, president 
of the Executive Committee, 
told Baptist Press. "He is a 
world-class researcher, skilled 
writer, and most of all an out-
standing Christian. .. 

"Sing shares my vision for 

• 

expanding the Convention Rela
tions office to more directly 
advance the theological dtscus
sion in the convention and the 
country, while also serving as a 
spokesman to interpret to t he 
public Southern Baptist s' 
beliefs." 

Oldham , 52, who begins his 
new duties July 16, succeeds 
Kenyn Cureton; who now serves 
as vice president for church min
istries for the Family Research 
Council in Washington. 

Oldham was elected to the 
Executive Committee in 2002, 
most recently serving on the 
Cooperative Program subcom
mittee and the SBC Funding 
Study Committee. He also has 
served as vice president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
and as a trustee of Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Oldham said he c1leartily" sub
scribes to the SBC's Baptist 
Faith and Message 2000. 

Under Oldham's leadership, 

For more info go to 

www.middletn en.org 

or call 615-696-8240 

First Baptist Martin hru s en u 
40 percent increase in o,·crng 
Sunday School atlendanc~,;. fl"Om 
-140 to more than 600, in n mnJl 
city that has been demogrnphi· 
cally stagnant for more than 30 
years. Th e church bnptiz.cd 
nearly 600 individuals. tnclud
ing more than 30 st.udents from 
five olher countries dunng Old
ham's pastorate, and more than 
60 men surrendered lo full -time 
vocational ministry under his 
leadership. 

Oldham helped First Baptist 
Martin increase their Coopera
tive Program giving to 10 per
cent of undesignated receipts. 
and other SBC.offerings at the 
church have increased exponen
tially. 

· Before moving to Martin, 
Oldham was pastor of Broad
moor Baptist Church in Brink
ley, Ark., from 1981-85; minister 
of education and youth at North 
Frayser Baptist Church in 
Memphis from 1978-81; and 
minister of music and youth at 
Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Forrest City, Ark., from 1977-78. 

Oldham ·and his wife, Debbie, 
a registered nurse, have three 
grown daughters, Breanne, 
Lauren, and Ashley. 0 

Nashville layman 
to lead foundation 
Baptist Press 

SAN ANTONIO - Warren 
Peek of Nashville, has been 
unanimously elected as presi
dent of the Southern Baptis t 
Foundation, Morris H. Chap
man, president of the Southern 
Baptist Executive Com.mjttee, 
announced June 11. 

Peek, a member of Hermitage 
Hills Baptist Church, Hermitage, 
will replace Michael W. Weeks, 
who is retiring effective June 30. 

"Warren Peek lS exceptionally 
gifted for this strategic position," 
Chapman told Baptis t Press. 
"'mportantly, he and his wife, 
Starla, are wonderful and faith
ful Christians. 

Since 1999, Peek has been 
first vice president for ins titu
tions and government banking 
at SunTrust Banks, Inc., in 
Nashville, where he managed a 
$210 mi1lion portfolio jn deposits 
that increased from $18 mmion 
when he started. He al~ man
aged an $86 mill1oo portfolio in 
loans, which in ere a sed from 17 
million, and was resporuuble fo r 
new busines:, development and 
expanding existing clients. 

Peek earned a master of busi
ness administration d~ec at 
Midd.Je ThiUlessee tate Univer
sit y in Murfreesboro, 1999 and a 
bachelor of science in bu · n · 
administration at Union Univcr
sit)·, J ackson, in 1992. 

The Southern Bapti Foun· 
dation is lhe ru.st entity of the 
Southem Bapti t Cool-•entlon 
es:.ablished to pro\ide depend
able and prudent i.o,·estm nt 
sen,ce to the entiti of the 
SBC. 

• 
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Don't make every doctrinal issue a 1 political footbaii,''.·Chapman ur 
By Trennis Henderson 
Western Recorder (Ky.) 

SAN ANTONIO - Warning 
that Southern Baptists "must 
not make every doctrinal issue a 
crusade or political football ," 
SBC Executive Committee Pres
ident Morris Chapman declared 
it is a waste of time to "harshly 
debate disputable doctrines that 
lead to destructive distractions." 

Chapman offered his assess
ment in the wake of widespread 
debate about l'ecent actions by 
the Southern Baptist Interna
tional Mission Board regarding 
believer's baptism and private . 
prayer language. 

"We have no right to judge 
others with whom we disagree 
about secondary and tertiary 
doctrines," Chapman insisted. 
"Only God is our judge. 

"But we do have the right to 
engage in spirited debate where 
we differ," he noted, adding that 
such debate should reflect the 
Spirit and mind .of Christ and 
"honor Christ in every thought 
and deed and word." 

Without directly referencing 
the mission board or specific 
doctrinal issues, Chapman pro
pos~d "two suggestions for 
future consideration." 

~'Any practice instituted by 
an entity in the Southern Bap
tist Convention that has the 
force of doctrine should· be in 

Lost hope for your loved one or friend 
with drug and alcohol problems? 
Women at the Well a 25-bed 15-month 
residential disciplesh~p program in 
Athens, Tenn., offers hope. For more 
information call (423) 745-0010 web: 
www.thewomenatthewell ,<;:om. 
L---------~--~ ~ 

accord with the Baptist Fruth & 
Message and not exceed its 
boundaries unless and until it 
has been approved" by conven
tion messenge.rs, he said to the 
applause of the crowd. 

«Secondly, if an entity ... 
adopts a confession of faith sepa
rate and distinct from the Baptist 
Faith & Message and it includes 
a doctrine unsupported by our 
confessional statement, the enti
ty should request approval from 
the convention prior to including 
the doctrine it its confession." 

The SBC Executive Commit
tee "acknowledged that the Bap
tist Faith & Message is the only 
consensus statement of doctri
nal beliefs . approved by the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
and as such is sufficient in its 
current form to guide trustees in 
their establishment of policies 
and practice," Chapman said. 

The Baptist Faith & Mes
sage, first adopted in 1925 and 
revised in i963 and 2000, "has 
long been the doctrinal umbrella 
under which we send nris§ionar
ies to foreign fields and preach
ers into lacal pulpits," he noted . . 
The faith statement "is not a 
creed," he added, "but it is a con
fessio.tr of our core. beliefs of 
Southern Baptists." 

Revising the Baptist Faith & 
Message "should not be lightly 
regarded, nor should our confes
sianal statement be re'Vised year 
after year," Chapman said. "How
ever, if we believe a doctrine is a 
part of the core belief system of 
Southern Baptists, it should be 
in the Baptist Faith & Message. 

"Only a few years ago, it 
seemed sufficient for our mis
sionaries. and convention lead
ers to sign the Baptist Faith & 
Message as a statement ofloyal
ty to Christ and to the conven
tion," he remarked. -"Now other 
doctrines are beginning to be 
required aside from our adopted 
confession. It causes one to ask, 
'Where does it end?' " 

Insisting that his proposals 
"do not infringe upon the ~ 
responsibilities of trustees· to 
govern an entity of our conven
tion," Chapman told SBC mes
sengers~ "We must come-togeth
er in one spirit over the core 
beliefs 'that we hold in common 
and learn to engage in healthy 
debate about varied interpreta
tions about other doctrinally
relate-d Scripture. 

"Otherwise," he · cautioned, 
"we shall spend our time ar,gu
ing amon.g ourselv:es while 
thousands, even millions, die 

Join Christian Life Tours fo"r an ALASKA cruise in 
• 

August, a CARIBBEAN cruise in September; an 11-
day HAWAII cruise next February, or a MEDITER
RANEAN & GREEKlSLES cruise in June of 2008. , 

~ . • • 

For information and reservations, call .877-557-
0.073 (toll fr~e)' or e-majl d.dale1950@aol.com. 
Early Bird discounts availaple! 

• 15 passenger buses (no·.CDL.required) • Rental buses 
• Over 100 new & used buse.s in stock • Trade-ins welcome 
• Van replacement vehicles • 15 to 46 passenger buses 

15 Passengers 18-29 Passengers 

-· 

29- 41 Passengers 30-46 Passengers 
' 

Monthly Specials 
Stock No. 
26245 
26288 
26321 
25429 
26370 
270604 

Year 
2006 
2007 
2006 
2005 
2006 
2004 

Make 
Ford/Starcraft 
Ford/ Claval 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford / ElDorado 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford/ Claval 

Capacity 
14 
4 5 w I Removable Row 
2 5 w I R·ear Lu'gga:ge 
26 . 
15 w/ Rear Luggage 
26 w/ Retnoveable Row 

1-800-370-6180 
1-615-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

• 

Price 
$39,990 
$100,430 
$56,880 
i47,92Q 
$4s,ggo 
$l6~900 

$43,920 

locredible LiquidJt.tiGD 
Prices! 

Go to: carpenterbus.com 
Then click 

•Liquidate' button 

without a Savior.'" 
Emphasizing that the SBC's 

"conservative resurgence.., 
launched in 1979 "clarified and 
solidified what we think about 
the authority of God's Word," the 
former convention president 
said Southern Baptists are now 
"struggling with the temptation 
to lay down certain interprets~ 
tions foJ· defining a true South
em Baptist compared to a mav
erick Southem Baptist. 

"Holiness, humility, and 
righteousness are the traits that 
will rescue Southern Baptists 
for another day," Chapman 
declared. "We desperately need 
to pray for God to send his Pen-

' 
' 

UNlTED INDUSllUFS 

www .. BUichurch.oom 
1·800446-7 400 SteePliiS 

tecostal power upon 
did f-or the enrly Ch 

1 

Warning that Go 
pour out His power if 
obedient to His Word, 
concluded, "Both in 
n al convictions and 
tudes toward one an( 
go before the Lord tc: 
forgive me .. ., a 

New Lower 
Term Life lnsu 

Low, low non-smoker montt 
Age $160,000 
25 $11.08 
35 $11 .-35 
45 $19.76 
55 $42.45 
65 $103.4CJ 

Please call The lnaura 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) T .. ·L.s.. 

1-BOD-583-6970, 9-9 .. 
Level premiums that, do no 
the first 15 years. Written 
insurance company. Pt1tferT 
illustrated above. Please 
ages and Female rates. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS 

D-r. Jerry Vines 
Retired Pastor, First Baptist Church 
Jacksonville, Fl0rida 
J ert)i Vines Ministries . 

' 

Dr. He~schel York 
As~ociate Dean~ Ministry and Proclaq 
The Southern Baptist Theologjcal Se 
LouisviJle, KY 

Dr. James Merritt 
Pastor, Crosspointe 
The Church at Gwinnett Center 
Duluth, GA -

Mrs. Joyce Rogers 
Adrian Rogers Pastor Training Instjtu 
Cordova, TN 

Dr. Robert Pitman 
Dean, Adrian Rogers Center for Bibli~ 

Preac.hing 
Pastor, Kirby Woods Baptist Church 
Memphis, TN 

- "' 
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mtnister/s corner 

through life . 
,ut a stabilizer bar 

stopped to buy donuts one morning on his way 
When he returned to his cat, a voice told him to 

UftiA"> route. He took the route suggested by 
and missed a traffic jam. The voice came from 
older. 
, I was a teenager in the 60's. I beard my share 
but 1 never heard one coming from an auto 
. When I began driving the only cup holder 
as whoever was sitting in the passenger seat, 
sentence "Hey, hold this drink while I shift!" I 

en saw an actual cup holder in a car until I was . 
old, and it was a plastic one hooked to the door 
ow they a':re built into the console and talking. 
. I thought I was bot stuff when I graduated to 

pu.&.u. The ne:xt thing you know they will come up 
..... , .. ,.,ething to replace my in-dash S-track tape play

IJ"Q:.:-1 ·e ntly the cup holder contained a computer sen
GPS capabilities. That's the newest thing in car 

uucu Positioning System. That's exactly what I 
~v car on a long trip, another female voice giv-

j.Lluuu•~o come with lots of options to attract us. 
'"'" ... engines that are turbocharged. I once had 
~Cilo<J•1e1~s who were turbocharged. I don't really 

in a car. There are advances in air bag tech-
1962 the phrase "air bag technology" meant 

grad~. t-eacher was listening to a transistor 
stereos now come with subwoofers. I have a 

WJ>lPea with subwoofers ... if you count my Chi
l:J. Cars have a variable timing device for control

ecessary emissions. I wish I could have that 
~ on all my dogs. Different truck manufacturers 
.ompare load-bearing capability. I haven't wor
-ut load .. bearing capabilities since I quit buying 
, (See "turbocharged" above.) Many of the 
~ehicles include a tire pressure monitor. The 
pres$ure monitor when I was growing up was 

amed Earl at the full-service gas station. After 
p the ear with gas, cleaning the windshield, 

the oil, and checlcing the tires, he would walk 
dad and say, "Mr. Babb, the awl's fine, but your 

tar looks low." 
obiles also come equipped with something 

:abilizer bars. These are part of the suspension 
-.nd help the car remain stable in a sharp turn. 
) not have a stabilizer bar, you could have prob

rollover in a turn. We have a similar problem 
, oo many people are trying to travel down the 
ife without a stabilizer bar. When they come to 
~urn in their journey, they cannot handle it and 
i ust roll over. 
•uldn't be that way for a Christian. We have a 

bar. Proverbs 3:5-6 says, "Trust in the Lord 
your heart and lean not on your own under
; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 

rur paths straight" (NIV). It is our GPS, God's 
tability. With this GPS we shouldn't be making 

ng turns. If we do, God is there to get us back on 

' about you? Do you have a problem with load
capability? When it comes to doing God's work 

tired or are you turbocharged? Adjust your 
&eck your GPS. Use it. When God paid for your 
y with His Son. it was includi!d in the price. (J 

is associate pastor, education, at Springfietd Bap
ch, Springfield. 

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 
Tennessee P-Ap-ist Con• et0or1 

Funding mlalo...,. In T8nn••••• 
end around ... wortcL 

Renew your devotion today 
By Trent Bullock 

Focal Passage: DeiSUromJmy 
29:10-15; 80:1·9, 6, 11-14, 19-20 
Introduction: One of my 

favorite stories is about the church 
!hat had a tradition of gathering for 
cottage · prayer meetings before 
every revival. Every year the faith
ful members would gather, and 
_every year one particular man 
would pray the same prayer. He 
would pray loudly, "Lord, clean out 
the cobwebs in my life. Lord, clean 
out the cobwebs in my life." Finally, 
after years of hearing the same 
request another man shouted, 
"Lord, don't do it. Kill the · spider 
instead!" When our enthusiasm for 
the Lord and His work begins to 
wane, we need a fresh touch from 
God. We need to take the appropri
ate steps to renew our devotion to 
Him. 

Realize the ·need for recom
mitment (29:10-15): In chapters 
12-28, Moses·presented applications 
of God's law that would guide the 
Israelites once they settled in the 
Promised Land. Before the 
Israelites began their journey into 
the land, however, Moses led them 
in a covenant renewal ceremony. 
This ceremony, described in chap
ters 29-30, provided an opportunity 
for all the people to gather and 
together recommit themselves to the 
Lord. 

One of the first steps to renewing 
our devotion to the· LQrd is to realize 
our need _lor recommitment. We may 
realize our need for recommitment 
during a public worship service 

through the preaching of God's 
Word. We ~ay realize our need for 
recommitment as we cry out to God 
in private prayer for help with a 
problem in our life. We may r ealize 
our need for recommitment as we 
listen to the personal testimony of 
how God is working in the life of 
another believer. The important 
thing is to respond to the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit to recommit our
selves to the Lord. 

Receive the forgiveness of 
God (30:1-3, 6): Moses prophesied 
that a time would come in Israel's 
future when they would experience 
exile from the Promised Land 
because of their disobedience to 
God. However, Moses also prophe
sied that when they repented_ of 
their sin, and returned to following 
Him w.b,oleheartedly, He would for
give their sin. 

As believers, we have the assur
ance that God does not give up on 
us. He will not approve of our sin or 
bless our disobedience. Instead, He 
will discipline us and call us back to 
Himself. When we repent of our sin, 
He will forgive us. First John 1:9 
says, "If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." Renewal comes 
when we receive His forgiveness and 
return to following Him with all of 
our heart, soul, and strength. 

Recognize the will of God (vv. 
11-14): Moses helped the Israelites 
understand that recognizing God's 
will was not beyond their ability to 
comprehend. God did not hide Him
self or His will from them. He had 

Await God's .timing 
By Billie Friel 

Focal Pa88age: Habakkuk 1:2-3, 
5-6,13; 2:2-4; 9:16-19 

Introduction: When Elizabeth 
got married, she was excited about 
starting a family. However, through 
the normal child-bearing years, 
Elizabeth and her husband could 
not have children. At a time when 
hope was gone, God spoke to Eliza
beth's husband and told him their 
prayers had been heard. They 
named the:ir baby, "John" (Luke 1). 
-Even the most faithful and commit
ted Christians have expressed frus
tration and confusion over unan
swered prayers. The message from 
Habakkuk encourages us to wait 
patiently and confidently for God1s 
answer to prayers. 

Will God ever act (1:2-3, 5-6)? 
Habakkuk's ministry took place as 
God was beginning to raise the 
Chaldeans (Babylonians) to world 
rulership under Nabopolassar and 
his son Nebucbadnezzar. As a true 
prophet, Habakkuk was sensitive 
and concerned about the sins of 
God's people. He saw the injustice. 
wrongdoing, oppression. and vio
lence. His heart was broken over 
ongoing strife. escalating oonilict. 
and perverted justice. He agonized 
over the ineffective law which had 
no authority and was given no 
respect. The prophet carried these 
burdens to the Lord many times in 
prayer. ·How long, Lord. must I call 
for be}p and You do not listen?" 
Habak..kuk wa.oted God to •save .. or 
bring about a revival '""-,jib purging 

and cleansing. God answered the 
prophet by stating that He was 
doing something among the nations 
that would answer Habakkuk's 
Qrayer: He was "raising up the 
Chaldeans" who would be used to 
deal with His people's wickedness. 
Although we do not always see 
clearly that God is active in His 
world, we may be confident He is 
always at work to cany out His pur
poses. 

Does God always do right 
(1:18; 2:2-4)? The prophet is per
plexed upon learning the way God 
will answer his prayer. Understand
ing the holiness of God ('"too pure to 
look on evil"), Habakkuk questioned 
the propriety of sending the 
Chaldeans, This pagan nation was 
worse than the inhabitants of Judah 
- how could God use the wicked w 
devour a more righteous people? 
Habakkuk was instructed to record 
God's answer and await its fiJJfill
ment. The prophet was told he could 
trust the truth of God (2:2), the tim
ing of God (v. 3), and the trustworthi
ness of God (v. 4). Habakkuk should 
have known that God saw the 
Cbaldean ego that would eventually 
lead to defeat and destruction. 'I'he 
full answer to Habakkuk's question 
comes in verse 4b- in contrast to 
the pride and deceit of Cbaldea, the 
just will be preserved by his faithful
nasa to God. When you have prayed, 
trust God to do right and carefully 
obee:r;e what answers He will give by 
His Wonl His Spirit. and His ptovi
denc:es.. v.-nen we caJ1t trace His 
baod, we ean ~ His heart. 

• 
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revealed Himself to them in many 
ways, and He had communicated 
His will for them through His ser
vant Moses who gave them the law. 

We sometimes assume that God's 
will is mysterious and hard to grasp. 
This assumption could not be fur. 
ther from the truth. We know, for 
instance, that God has revealed 
many aspects of His will for us in 
the Bible. We are to put into practice 
the clear commands of His Word to 
all believers, while we seek under
standing of His will for the particu
lar details of our life through prayer . 

Resolve to live for God (vv. 19-
20): The Israelites knew God want
ed them to possess the land. They 
knew He wanted their undivided 
allegiance. They even knew the ben
efits of obedience and the conse
quences for disobedience. Now, 
Moses called them to choose the 
right path. 

As believers, we know God's way 
is best. However, knowledge of God's 
will is not enough. We must resolve 
to live for God by choosing to follow 
His will for our life. We can make 
spiritual decisions (such as a recom
mit to the Lord) privately, but shar
ing those decisions publicly provides 
us the added benefits of encourage
ment and accountability. 

Conclusion: Do you need to 
renew your devotion to the Lord 
today? - Bullocl( is pastor of Arst 
Baptist Church, Halls. 

Sunday School Le$son 
• 
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How will I respond (3:16-19)? 
Receiving the vision from God that 
his country would be disciplined by 
the Chaldean invasion left the 
prophet physically and emotionally 
weakened. However, Habakkuk 
chose to respond with faith in God's 
trustworthiness and timing by wait
ing quietly for the day of distress. As 
one who lived by faith, before the 
invasion took place, the prophet 
chose to believe in hls future tri
umph and rejoice in the God of his 
salvation. We see Habakkuk's faith 
rising to spiritual heights in the 
way the sure-footed deer s caled the 
mountain. While we might question 
our circumstances and the Lord's 
ways and timing, we can choose to 
wait for the answers to our prayers 
with patience and confidence in the 
Lord and His timing: "Yahweh my 
Lord is my strength!• 

Conclu.sion: Many people have 
actually concluded that "'prayer 
doesn't work."' because their prayers 
were not answered Immediately. 
God invites us to pray honestly 
about our unanswered prayers. We
will learn what Habakkuk teamed: 
to wait patiently and eon.6denUy far . 
God's araswe~ ~ crur prayen. -
Fne .s pastor emerrtus and staff 
evangetiSt at FiSS1 Baptl51 Churcn A 
Met, and rntenm a rect.or of l1lissO\S 
for 'Hitson County Bapt1st Assocwr 
oon based iln l.ebanoo 
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re scenes m the S8t 
•• 

AFTER PREACHING on Sunday morning (June 10) at the meeting of the 
Conference of· Southern Baptist Evangelists, Phil Glisson of Memphis, and 
his wife, Teresa, pause in front of the Alamo that afternoon. 

.......... ~ 
• 

WALTER CROUCH, right, of Carson-Newman College, visits with, from left, pa 
Stansberry, Ken Loveday, and Gary Loveday, all of Bethel Baptist Church, SeviefVII 

-

MIKE DAWSON of First Baptist Church, Columbia, receives 
the results of his free health screening, provided by Guide
Stone Financial Services, from Linda Keeton. 

. 
KAITLYN DAVIDSON of Finley Baptist Church, Finley, and a 
member of the Baptist Collegiate Ministry of Dyersburg State 
Community College, Dyersburg, registers Jim Hunnicutt, a 
messenger from Garner, N.C., during the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention held last week in San Antonio. 

college's booth in San Antonio, Texas. 

J.B. MILLER, left, pastor of 
Third Baptist Church, 
Nashville, visits with John 
Jones. of GuideStane 
Financial ·Resources at 
their exhibit during the 
q.nnual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Conven
tion. in San Antonio. 

PROVIDING AUDIO-VISUAL support for the media in the Baptist Press newsroom at the annual meet
ing in San Antonio were four Tennessee Baptists. From left are Samantha Lloyd, First Baptist Church, 
Wartburg; Tom Mooty, pastor, West End Baptist Church, Newport; Adam Lloyd, FBC, Wartburg; and 
Mike Winters, pastor. Eureka Baptist Church, Rockwood. 

• 

LEFT PHOTO, John and 
Matthews of Trinity Baptist 
Hendersonville, accept a rrA.II 

Sierra Mist soft drink from Oli~ 
PHOTO BELOW, Steve Ga1 

-pastor of Bellevue Baptist Cht. 
dova, signs a copy of his bot 
God Comes To Church, for Aa 
mers of First Baptist Churc. 
Okla. 


