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As they prayerwalk, witness . . . 

·Tennesseans see Maltese make professions of faith 
By Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD Two 
groups have just returned from 
Malta, \Yhere they saw many 
Maltese make professions of 
faith as they prayerwalked and 
witnessed. · 

The Tennesseans launched 
the Tennessee/Malta Baptist 
Partnership which began in 
January. . 

A group of 14 from Bayside 
Baptist Cliurch, Harrison, near 
Chattanooga, saw 106 Maltese 
make professions of faith as 
th~y _prayerwalkea two villages 
and distributed literature. 

:>. ~ 

A group of eight from Car-
roll-Benton Baptist Assocj.ation, 
based in Huntinga"On, served in 
another village and saw one 
man make a profession of faith. 
This team also prayerwalked 
and distributed literature. 

One difference in the results 
is that the village where the 
Carroll-Benton team served 
has no evangelical churches, ex
plained Jimmy Furr, teall) 
leader and director of rilissions 
of the association. Also the 
weather was cooler during their 
service. The villages where the 
Bayside team served have three 
evangelical churches one of 
which is ~ssociated with South
ern Baptists and the weather 
was warmer. 

Robin Pinkston, missionary 

to Malta from Jackson, said; · 
"We cannot measure in salva
tion prayers only the eternal 
benefits of a team. _God is at 
work in a mighty way in this 
tiny island nation and I am 
thrilled as a Tennessean that 
my home state is such a big 

'part of that ministry." 
The two teams had great 

experiences, they reported. The 
Maltese speak English and 
have some knowledge of the 
Christian faith. Most are 
Catholic, explained Kim Mar
grave, partnership specialist for 
the Tennessee Baptist Co~wen
tion. 

Both teams served in vil
lages which their church or 
association had adopted for the 
five-year partnership. The 
nation, which includes three 
inhabited islands including 
Malta island where. the teams 
served, is located south of Italy 
and is home to 68 villages. Mar
grave happily reported that 54 
of the villages h ave been adopt
ed by various groups including 
Tennessee Bapt ist churches 
and associations and only 14 
remain to be adopted. 

Adopting the villages doesn't 
involve providing so much for 
the needy, explained Margrave, 
such as in Brazil where Ten
nessee Baptists hav~ served 
through a partnership, because 
of the wealth of the nation. 
Instead, Tennessee Baptists 

• 

will be providing spiritual sup
port mainly, she said, 

Tennesseans also can enjoy 
serving in almost complet e 
safety in a beautiful and his
toric setting, she added, noting 
the Apostle Paul was ship-_ 
wrecked in Malta. 

Experienees of 
Bayside group 

"We ·left Malta wit h our 
hearts just full," said Eric 
Stitts, pastor, Bayside Baptist, 
"of the power of tlie g~spel and 
prayer and of love for the Mal
tese people." . 

The group had been warned 
t o expect few residents to 
respond positively to what some 
Maltese would ~11-a.Protestant 
witness, explained Stitts. 
· He credited the group's suc

cess to preparation, a commit
ment to one of their villages 
through the adoption of it, 
prayer for the group by Bayside 
members, and' faith in the 
power of prayer and the gospel 
by the team members. Stitts 
said some of the members had 
served through the church in 
the first TBC project (partner
ship) with Burkina Faso in the 
1980s and' many following mis
sions efforts. 

Bayside became involved 
with Malta after Stitts .traveled 
there with a TBO group to con
sider the partnership. He pro
posed the church adopt a vil
lage, which it did. Then the 

JOE MOON, kneeling, and Joe Boshears, right, of Bayside Baptist 
Church, Harrison, Chattanooga, witnessed to two residents of 
Malta recently; 

church began praying for the 
village and the volunteers who 
would go minister to its resi
dents. The church may have 
"prayed more than we ever had 
for a mission trip," said Stitts. 

All of these factors gave the 
Tennesseans, serving on teams 
of two or three in Malta, the 

_way of relating, said Stitts, 
·which led resi9ents to be recep
tive and convicted. 

One night the g-roup was rid-

ing the bus home and missed 
' their bus stop. Unf~rtunately 

they h ad to wait about 45 min
utes for the next bus. While 
waiting team members began 
talking to a young man who 
was at the stop. . 

He not only became a Chris
tian, but said he h ad to change 
his plans · so he could go tell 
some other people about the 
gospel. 
- See Tennesseans, page 3 

James Porclt ~rges participation in offering for Union University 
By Linda Lawson 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Executive Director James 
Porch affirmed the recovery and rebuild
ing efforts of Union University and reit
erated his request 
that TBC churches 
observe · Sunday, 
April 6, as a Day of 
Prayer and Giving 
for the school. 

Since storms rav-, 

aged the campus 
Feb. 5, damaging residence halls beyond 
repair and taking the roof off part of a 
classroom building, much progress has 
taken place. 

• Residence hall~ have been torn 
down. 

• Classes have resumed with stu-

dents relocated to alternate ho~sing. 
• Individuals, churches, and organiza

tions have stepped forward to contribute 
funds beyond what insurance is provid
mg. 

• Dedication of a new residential com
plex has been held and construction has 

2009. 

begun. One-half of 
the new facility will 
be occupied by the 
fall semester with 
the remaining half 
completed by the 
beginning of the 
spring semester of 

"Prayer and additional funds are the 
two biggest needs Union has right now," 
Porch said. "We can allow God to use us 
in meeting both through this special 
emphasis on April 6." 

While Union was ~ell insured, Jerry 

Tidwell, senior v ice president for ehurch control and we will be the best stewards 
relat ions at Union, said the need for we can be with what He provides," Tid
additional funds is "not all building well said. 
related, but it is all <tornado' related." Porch· urged churches to give gener-

. "We had about 800 students displaced ously over and above Cooperative Pro
by the storm that required housing," Tid- gram gifts to meet the needs identified 
well said. "Between the short-term hous- by Tidwell. 
ing we acquired and the refunds we gave ''We have the opportunity to stand in 
back to studen~s, we lost several million partnership with Union as they rebuild 
dollars." and move forward into an even greater 

The second area of loss, Tidwell said, future," Porch said. 
.comes from the cancellation of several Funds collected April 6 should be sent 
revenue-producing events slated for to the TBC for processing. All funds will 
summer that require housing. For exam- then be forwarded to Union. 
ple, Union has hosted the largest Cen- To provide awareness of the Day of 
trifuge camp for several summers. Prayer and Giving for Union University, 

Finally, he said, the new residential the brochure mailed to churches as well 
complex includes structural improve- as bulletin inserts and the offenng logo 
ments to resist extremely high winds are available at www. tnbaptist.org. 
an.d "safe rooms" in each living area For more information about Union 
large enough for students on each floor." rebuilding plans, visit www.-

''We also acknowledge that God is in UURebuilding.org. 0 
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New Baptist 
Hymnal song 
titles released 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE -The mystery 
is over. The songs going in the 
new Baptist Hymnal have been 
chosen .· 

, "Amazing Grace" is there, of 
course. So is "Holy, Holy, Holy." 
So are "Sanctuary" and "Shout 
to the Lord." 

"There is a good mix of 
hymns~ wo!ship music, and 
praise choruses," said Mike 
Harland, director of LifeWay 
Worship, a part of LifeWay 
Christian Resources of the 

~ 

Southern Baptist Convent~on. 
"We have composers from 

Beethoven to Fanny Crosby to 
Travis Cottrell represented in 
this hymnal." 

The new hymnal has 67 4 
hymns and worship songs. 
''About 300 of these songs are 
new ones to our hymnal," 
Harland said. 

"Of these 300, about 200 have 
been published in other hym
nals and about 100 are brand
new hymns~ and songs that 
haven't been published in any 
hyninal before." 

The full list of the songs 
is ) available at www.-
lifewayworship.com. CJ 

Study links 
•• mar11uana to 

lung tanter 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Marijuana 
smoking may have a greater 
potential than tobacco smoking 

. to cause lung cancer, and smok
ing just one marijuana jo~nt is 
as harmful to the body as smok
ing 20 cigarettes, according to a 
recent study by researchers in 
New Zealand. 

Barrett :puke, vice president 
of public policy and research for 
the ·Southern Baptist Conven
tion's Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission, said the results of 
the New Zealand marijuana 
study are "hardly surprising." 

"If one bums a substance and 
inhales the smoke, he is going to 
increase his risk of lung cancer," 
Duke said in comments to Bap
tist Press." 

The study, released in the 
February issue of the European 
Respiratory Journal, found that 
marijuana smoke is qualitative
ly similar to tobacco smoke but 
contains up to twice the concen
tration of cancer-causing pol
yaromatic hydrocarbons. 

Duke said the study "adds 
one more excellent reason for 
people to decide against smok
ing marijuana." 0 

Judge dismisses 
lawsuit against 
Southwestern 
Baptist Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas - A 
federal judge has ruled in favor 
of Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary and its presi
dent, Paige Patterson, in a law
suit by a former theology 
professor who claimed she was 
wrongly dismissed from a 
tenure-track position because 
she is a woman .. 

Sheri L. Klouda filed the fed
eral employment lawsuit alleg
ing breach of contract, fraud, 
and related claims on March 8, 
2007, and had sought unspeci
fied damages and a jury trial. 

Instead, in a ruling nled 
March 20 in U.S. District Court 
in Fort Worth, Texas, Judge 
John McBryde signed a judg
ment' granting "summary judg
rp.ent" dismissing "all of h er 
alleged acti<?ns against defen
dants" and Qrdering Klouda to 
cover the plaintiffs' court costs. 

Patterson, in a statement fol
lowing the judge's d·ecision, said, 
"My response is simply one of 
gratitude to God and to a host of 
people. The decision of the court 
has implications for all of our 
institutions.and churches." 

Patterson attorney J. Shelby 

. ' . 

Sharpe of Fort Worth added, 
"Judge McBryde followed well
established cow:t opinions going 
back O'\ler 130 years. The opinion 
he issued is soundly reasoned 
and the law properly applied to 
the record before him." 

Meanwhile, Klouda's attor
ney, Gary Richardson of Tulsa, 
Okla., said, "No one questions 
the fact that it's a tough call. 
Hfstory is, of course, against us. 
We knew that and we believe 
this case has merit. And most 
likely. we will make the ·:d~cision' 
to appeal it. We haven't made 
that decision, but most likely 
that is what we'll do." ' 

Richardson said he believes 
new laws are needed if"an enti
ty can violate someone's civil 
rights a:nd constitutional 'rights 
and not be held responsible ... 
and then hide behind doctrinal 
positions to justify it." 

The defendants' attorneys }).ad 
argued that the court had no 
jurisdiction because Jpouda's 
tenure denial was on constitution
ally protected religious grounds. 

• 

-

The judge agreed, writing in 
his ~ling that seminary faculty 
are ''hired, assigned, advanced, 
tenured, evaluated, and termi
nated . on predominantly reli-
gious criteria" and that Klouda's 
clas~es ''had sectarian goals." 

Klouda left the seminary in 
2006 and now teaches at Taylor 
University-in Upland, Ind. CJ 

U~ion ,,tud~nt~-, J_acksO~. fir~~ig~ters , shar~ storie~ 
By Tim Ellsworth 
Union news service 

"We got to you as quick as we 
could," Captain Johnny Brant
ley told the Union students dur-

JACKSON - Rebecca Hart- ing the reunion. ''We had a lot of 
field had one fireman in particu- stuff to dig through. We appreci
lar she wanted to see. The only ate you hanging on." ' 
problem was, she didn't know The Union students intro-
what he looked like. duced themselves to the fire-

"Did you k.jss me on the head men, some of whom they didn't 
and tell me it was going to be all recognize by appearance, but 
right?" Hartfield asked Captain only by voice. 
Robert Layman. "Thank you very , much," 

''Yes, I did," Layman replied. Kellie Roe tol4 the firefighters. 
Hartfield, a Union University "You guys saved our lives, and 

junior, responded by hugging we will forever_ be grateful." 
him tightly. Kevin Bradley was one of 

She was one of 11 Union stu- seven men trapped in the rest
dents who visited the Jackson rooms in the Watters commons 
fire station on Vann Drive building. He described hearing 
March 14 for a reunion with the· the voices of the firemen who 
firefighters who saved the:lr worked to free him. 
lives on the night of Feb. 5, when "That was like the first sound 
a tornado destroyed much of of h~pe we had really gotten 
Union's student housing. that night," Bradley said. 

The students an_d firefighter~ Union Provost Carla Sander-
lo_oked at photos together and son presented the firefighters 
shared stories of the night's with a . plaque containing :e_hoto
events. graphs of the night's events and 

About 15 students were a certificate of appreciation .. She 
trapped under collapsed build- described the firemen as "angels 
ings that night - some for as on our campus tliat night." 
long as five hours. Jackson fire- "We are indeed grateful, not 
fighters arrived on the scene ' for j.ust what happened that 
only minutes after the. tornado night, but for the years of 
hit, and rescued every student preparation and giving your life 
who was buried. · in service to this work," Sander-

Fifty_-one students went to sop said. "We recognize that 
the hospital that night with without God's hand working 
injuries. Two students - Matt through your lives, our stu
Kelley and David Wilson - dents would have perished. 

- remam in' 'the hospital wfth Tllat·lii.S ru humbling thing to 
injuries susiiai,~~ct-~hat li~ght:, .:. "ihipf: ~li~~t:'' . 
Jason .Kaspar, the' la~t of the: ~-:. B~htley ;said in 25 years of 

. Union stl,fdeJ!ts p~Jied ~f#om ;e~e ./¢o~k,'1 ~~-~Feb. 5 disaster at 
debris, was . on hand 'for" the -- Union was . the ·worst he had 
re~on, si{ill on cru.tc~es. $een. l .. : • ' .1 

"For kids to come put as ~ve body recO.veries." · · 
as they were, I thought, 'It's a Fireman Matt Gay worked to 
miracle,' " he said. rescue Danny Song that night. 

As firefighters were working The firemen had removed every
to rescue the Union students, thing they ~ould from where Song 
Brai:ttley remembers getting a was tr~pped, but a bundle of2-by
call that he had a five-minute 4 boards across his back kept 
window before another severe Song pinned down and prevented 
storm would pass through. He him from sliding out. Gay didn't 
considered aborting the rescue want to ·cut that bundle, because 
operation in an attempt to get he thought it might be holding ~p 
his workers to safety. · the con.crete sial:> .above Song -

''You've got to protect who's and removing that support would 
working to save what you're have meant certain death 'for 
working on," Brantley said. "But both him and Song. 
I couldn't stop." __ Song was becoming unr~-' 
- Layman said he was shocked sponsive, and Gay was out of 

when he arrived on the scene options. So he decided. to make 
that night and observed the col- the cut. The concrete slab stayed 
lapsed buildings. put, and Danny was free. 

"My mind was not prepared "I won on that gamble," Gay 
for that at all," Layman said. "I said. "But I wouldn't want to 
literally thought that we were make that gamble many 
probably looking at hundreds of times." 0 

CAPTAIN JOHNNY BRANTLEY of th_e Jackson Fire Department, 
greets .Union students Danny Song, left, and Kevin Furniss during a 
gathering for Union students ynd the firefighters who rescued them 
Feb. 5. - Photo by Morris Abernathy 
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As they"prayerwalk, witness 

Tennesseans see Maltese make professions of ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

Team members told of lead-. 
ing two senior adult men to the 
Lord. Their hearts were so ten
der, said those involved, it was 
almost like ·witnessing to chil
dren, reperted Stitts. 

The Bayside group benefited 
from training • by Don Pierson, 
'prayer specialist of the TBC, 
w4o suggested they offer to pray 
for people as they met them, 
asking for specific needs, .said 
Stitts. For instance, the team 
visited businesses, where they 
introduced themselves and 
talked with the workers. The 
businesses in Qormi, one of their 
villages, included a lot of bak
eries, added Stitts, because the 
village provides bread for the 
rest of the country. 

Bayside team members also 
painted the Baptist church 
building in Qormi. This is. the 
only Baptist church i:n Malta. 

Rath~r than addressing 
Catholicism when talking to the 
Maltese, team members talked 

_ab.out Jesus. They referred to 
;;Him as the truth and a source of 
joy, forgiveness, eternal ·life, and 
satisfaction. They also encour
aged residents to read the Bible. 

They even prayerwalked the 
Catholic churches in Qormi and 
Ta'Xbiex, the other village in 
which they ministered, going 
inside the churches, meeting the 
staff, and trying to meet with 
the priests. 

Bayside members also met 
with the governing leadership of 
Qormi to discuss their adoption 
of the village, give gifts, and 
begin forming relationships 
with the leaders. 

Stitts said the Bayside team, 
which served Feb. 28 - March 8, 
return:ed changed. "We received 
much more in return than we 
could ever have given." 

Carroll-Benton 
Association team 

' 

Jimmy Furr said the Carroll
Benton Association team also 
had a very rewarding experience 
in Malta, praying for homes in 
'Siggiewi, the village adopted by 
the association. They also saw 
one young man accept Christ as 
Savior. 

They didn't see many resi
dents as they prayerwalked, 
said Furr. Those they did meet 
asked if they_ were Jehovah's 
Witnesses or government 
workers. Sometimes the Mal
tese would then ask ~hy they 
had come, said Fur~, which 
would allow the Tennesseans to 
start a conversation. Most of 
the residents, though, seemed 
.suspicious of them, he 
explained. _ 
- The West Tennessee group 
also left literature at each of 
about 2,300 homes, walking 
about five miles a day. The vil
lage has about 2,800 home~. 

Furr and Bud Merwin, pas
tor, Holladay Baptist Church, 

THE C~RROLL-BENTON Association team stands with Robin Pinkston, missionary to Malta, . who is 
holding Nathan. The team includes, from left, front row, Lois Ward; Robin 'Pinkston; Linda Oatsva/1; 
Kathy Eubank; and Bud Merwin, pastor, Holladay Baptist Church, Holladay; back row, Russ Wilkins; 
Fred Ward, pastor, First Baptist Church, Huntingdon; Chad Utley; and Jimmy Furr, director of missions 
of the association. ' • 

Holladay, met the young man 
who made, a profession of faith. 
He was working on his car. They 
asked him if he would like to 
read a pamphlet, "How te Know 
God," which was written in the 
Maltese language. He accepted 
the pamphlet, telling' the men he 
was a Catholic. They asked him 
if he had a per_§.onal relationship 
with Jesus Christ. The young · 
man began to cry. Furr and Mer
win shared their testimonies. 
The man prayed to receive 
Christ. 

The team, which. served Jan. 
31 - Feb. 10, also enjoyed spend
ing time with Robin Pinkston 
who serves with her husband, 

Earl. Robin is a gradu
ate of Union University, 
Jackson, and is Tony 
'L~tham's niece. Latham 
is pastor of Howse Bap
tist Church; Howse, in 
Carroll-Benton.· 

The Carroll-Benton 
team met with the gov
ernment leader of Sig
giewi, presenting him 
with a key to the city of 
Huntingdon, and dis
cussing the adoption by 
the· association of the 
village. 

The Tennesseans learned 
that Siggiewi deals with many 
of the same problems as Hunt
i.ngdon - poverty and abuse in . . 
families. 

They were pleased to learn 
from the Pinkstons that people 
who received the literature they 
distributed have already con
tacted the Pinkstons by e-mail. 
The couple hope to start a Bible 
study in the village. 

The association became 
involved after hearing about' the 
possible partnership several 
years ago from Margrave at the 
association's annual meeting. 
Amazingly, the eight-member 
team has been assembled for 
about 10 months, said Furr. 

They have been preparing and 
no one had· to change his or her 
plans. Five members of the team 
were participating in their first 
mission trip. 

"We had a great time and it's 
just a marvelous thing to be a 
part of," said Furr. 

Upcoming opportunity 
Margrave encouraged Ten

nessee Baptists to join a prayer
walking group led by Don Pier
sonAug. 6-16. The group of about 
60 will prayerwalk the entire 
island and be there during a 
Catholic holiday, she explained. 
For more information, contact 
Margrave at kmargrave@
tnbaptist.org, 1-800-558-2090 
ext. 2021, or (615) 371-2021. 0 

At first, said Furr, the 
leader was hesitant 
about the arrangement, 
but eventually prayed 
for them and their 
upcoming relationship. 

DARLE JORDAN of Bayside Baptist, Harrison, Chattanooga, stands with 
boys in ,Malta he led to make professions of faith. They hold balls he gave 
them. The man said he was a 

charismatic Catholic. 

COMPILING literature in Malta to distribute is the Carroll-Benton 
Association team. Wor~ing are, from bottom left, clockwise, Russ 
Wilkins, Chad Utley, Lois Ward, Fred Ward, and Linda Oatsva/1. 

LEROY HOLDER, left, of Bayside Baptist, Harrison, stands with a 
couple of Malta he became friends with and saw become Chris-
tians. · 

THE BAYSIDE BAPTIST team pause at a historic site they visited in Malta. They include, from left, first 
row, Chris Coats; Eric Stiffs; pastor; Joe Moon; Juanita Hall; Paul Coley;· Mitch Cleek; and LeRoy Hold
er; rest of group, from left, Darle Jordan; Joe Boshears; David Deal; G13orge Hubbuch; Gene Cote; Don 
Popovich; and Johnny Johnson . 

\ ( 
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''Building healthy·churches empowered by_ the presence of God." 

,_ • .. . " .. • 

Ln- · Praver Maners .. • 

J 
_,t' • 

r / "Evangelism" is a word that scares many believers. We all know we should 
__} be involved in evangelism and an evangelistic prayer thrust.~ We know that 

r-~-. the glory ofGod is seen in evangelistic fruitfulness. Evangelism is snpposed 
-.....,.1 to be at the he~rt of our work as churches. We know the future of our 

churches will .be affected ·by OtJ.r involvement or lack of involvement · in 

evangelisii:l. . 
The future of the work of the Tennessee Baptist Convention for missions will 

be strengthened or diminished by the scope of our evangelistic work. But the 
greatest need before us at this houri~ not our evangelistic work, though we must 
continue to be about doing it. Our greatest need is to encounter the God who has 
given us our assignment. 

The TBC Evangelism Team is joirling with our partners in ministry to project 
a four.:.year evangelism emphasis that will begin in 2009 and continue through 
20 1.2. The purpose-is to raise our awareness of the lostness that is all around us ahd 
to challenge us to be intentional in seeking to penetrate this lostness with the 
glorious hope found in the gospel of our Lord Jesus .Christ. , · 

Where do we 'begin? We must always begin with God. The 2009 year will 
have_ ~a year-long em~hasis, f(Enco.W,ltering God ... Praying Toward the Harvest." 

Uilless God in~ervenes, directs, and empowers the work ofTennessee Baptists, 
our -labor as chur€&es and a convention will amount to naught! Spiritual 
awakening is our greatest need in out clmrches. 

Qtrr prayer fot; ' ~ harvest can only ~ome after ou,r: cry to encounter God in 
H:e~~ess. We are ~ing our TBC fimily to seek rae-face of God w.itli passionate· 
intentionality. -

' I 

HowtoPrav 
in one Accord 

• 
By·Doa Pierso111 

Can you imagine almost 3_,200 

Tennessee Baptist churches praying toward 

a hatYest simultaneously? 

Iri February 2009, Tennesse~ Baptist churches will be. asked to gather in 

simultaneous Cottage Prayer Meetings to ask the LOrd of the harvest to send forth 

laborers into the fields of Tennessee. Historically, Cottage Prayer Meetings have 

been ohosen instrwnents of God's people to plea for revival and the salvation of the 

lost. 

Yo_u will -be hearing and reading in this issue_ of "Church Health Matters" al:>out 

·multiple ways that you · can join with others . for this ~trategk focus. . Many 
approaches will_ be suggested to assist and en~ourage individual and corporate 

seeking of God. 
Take what you will and use what is helpful, but above all, will you join with 

your Tennessee ~ap.tist family in encountering God for personal . renewal and 
spiritual awakening across our state and nation?. 

When this occurs, we'll see-a significant increase in the fruit of our evangelistic 

labors. The projected emphases for the next years will be: 

2009 - Encountering-God ... Praying To!Yar~ th~ Harvest 
2010 - Encountering Ministry .· . . Equipping the Laborers 

2011 - Encountering the Culture ... Sharing the Gospel 
2012 -:- Encountering the Joy ... Ce;lebrating the Harvest. 

We are at the crossroads! It has been said that unless .God's people repent ~d 
truly seek His face, we will continue down .the slippery slope of decadence. Also at 

stake is the evangelistic harvest. 
Tennessee Baptists,- we mt.~St ayert this slide. Join your heart 'with ot.9ers in 

"Encountering G?d" anew! 
Your state · missionary staff is ready to assist with specific questions that 

. -
churches may _have about prayer evangelisrp emphasis. The following !:fBC 

perso.anel a_re available: 

Larry Gilmore; State Evangelfsm director •......•.................. ~.~-u ...... (615) 371-7915 
Don Pierson, State Prayer director ... ............. .... n•·············•--n•·•····(615) 371-7909 

_Steve Pearson, Evangelism sptcialist ................. u ... ;., .......... ~ ... ~····· ·(615) 371-2012 
·Kent ShingJetiOJl', Youth Ev~elisin specia:lis ~.~; .. ., ............... f•·~: •• (6~5) 371-2077 
James Porch, Executive direc~r ···················~~~k·· · ···· ............. .-..... ~.(~15) 371-2()9.0 

• --
From March to M.ay, 2009, churches and asseciati<ims across our state will be 

gathering in Concerts of Prayer. For decades ·Concerts of Prayer have served as 

powerful mean-s for the birth of spiritual awa.ke.nings across our nation and the 

world. 
I .. 

Whavare C0ncerts of P~atyer? 
. 

Many of our people are familiar with simultaneous revivals; imagine 

.simultaneous prayer meetings that focus the prayers of par~icipating churches in 

praying for a harvest. In days gone by, a time and date was set wfien churches ~ 
• 

- would gather in their ~ppropriate places of WO..Fship and P.ray far the same thing at 

the same time creating the idea of a "concert" o( prayer. Ve..ry much like the idea 

of the unified prayer and fasting of God's people in the book of Esther. 

What we desire during the spring of 2009 are churches praying all across our 

state focused, fervent, and f£equent prayers for· the lost. This would then come to 

a climax by each association gathering for a Call to prayer for the lost. 

Throughout the month of February 2009, we hope to see a wave of Will you join us in intercession for the lost? Will your church add its voice to 

intercession for laborers as we gather in homes for prayer just like the earl:y church the "concert?" " ,, 

did. We invite yoLI to join in. this wave of intercession by marking your caleRdars 
~ 

and offering your homes. 

• 

Revela~ion 5:8 speaks of golden bowls full of the prayers of the saints. Will you 

add your prayers to rhis bowl? 
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Is 
Praver 

al I Iii 
by Steve Pearsoa 

A few years ago 1n my 

feeble attempt to get and . . ' 

stay healthy, I walked the loop in my neighborhood 10 ~imes 

or about four miles every day but Sunday. Trust me that gets 

old! , 

I begaA to take note of the things that were happening at 

the homes I . was walking by, · for ·1 don't know, maybe 60 
' 

times a week. I wo.uld nori~~ the pink bow on the mailbox. 

I would see the many cars outside the horne signifYing that 
. 

sorneone"in that fa:in.ily .had died. 

I became aware of the littlest_ c.h.anges letting me know. how 
. ' . ' 

-
I to,Have a 
FamiiV Praver 
Altar • 

by Kent Shingleton 

Wiljfi three actiiVe teenagers, we were lucky 

just t<:> be together a·nd pray before a meal! In 
. 

my spirit, l knew thls was not how God 

intended it to be. 

Too busy, -to~ tired, roo-distracted., the truth 

was that prayer simply was not a priority for our 

family. Can you relate? Be honest. 

About six months ago, my wife and I decided 
• 

it was ! ime to call our family to prayer. Our idea 

was simple. Once a week we would gather as a 

family to ~ray. When we announced our plan 

to the kids, y9u would_ have thought it was the 

end of the world! 
. . 

they thought our family had more than its fair 

share of prayer, teachable moments, and 

reminders of biblical truth. 
. 

We realized quic~y that creativity· and 

I could possibly pray for that person-and that family. If we 

;. : have half of out Tennes~ee population without a relationship 

wit~ Christ, isn't likely that . half the people m your . 

neighborhood are. also lost? 

Needless to say, the first several weeks were 

pretty bad..· I reminded my wife tha·t I 

improving our listeni1ng skills were maJOr 

elements· that could help make our family 

prayer ~ime worth~hile . 
.. . . 

somewhat expected a negative response from Here are a few do's and don'ts to consider 

-------our three teenag~rs. From their persp ective, when starting a family prayer altar. 

• 
······· · ········· · ·~· ·· ····· · ···· ·· ·· · ····~···· · ·········~·~·····~································ 

It is good to prayer wa1k and pr~y "Onsite with Ins~ght". 
- . . 

Life changes and the stages of our lives make us more open 

and more receptive to the gospeL • I 

Loo'king for the «Signs of Ch~ge" will help you to . 

remember to pray f0r that neighbor, ,but it will also give you 

the opp0rtun.ity to pFay Qnsitie· witlli Insight. Scripture 'is ~o . . . . 

dear about h0w we are to live QUI lives. 

If you want to be the greatest in the kingdom, serve. If 

you want to be built up and encouraged by the Lord, then 

be humhle. Colossians 4:5 says "we are to live our lives with 

an eye to the ou_tsider." What if, every person's home in 

Tennessee was walked by and prayed for by their loving, 

thoughtful Baptist neighbor. IC:s just a thought! 

• 

• 

• • • • • • 

DO: .. . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

·Find a rime and location that will keep interruptions at a minimum . 

Be creative. Pray at a nursing home, .. v'isit a friend in the hospital for 
p.rayer,Jnvite your pastor or yo1,1th ~inister to _your home, 

and pray specifically fo·r: them. . 
.Ailow youli children to pray; talk, and be h_onest about what is 

· happeni~g ip t~eit. Ffe. 

DON'T:. 
Be the military officer or CEO during this time. 

Have rigid time requirements. 

Expect children and pre-teens to sit still and stay focused for very long. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 
• • • • • • • • • • 
~ 

• • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . ~ . 

• • 
·· ·· ···· · ·~··· · ···································· · ·9··· · @· ·~ § ··~··········· · ···· · · ~ · · ·········· - .. '~ ' 

-
. . . .., ~ ~ ,. . . . . . ' . .., ~ 

URI Comitlg Up! . .Up! Co~RftJp! COming Up! 
. . .. . ~ .... 

March' 28-30 .. : . ... . .. ... . ...... . .... . . .... · .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. Coll~giatre Spring LeadeFship Conferen·ce, tin4~Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden 

.~t.;tMarch 28-29 .... . .................. . ... . . .... . .. . ... .. .. ..... Jouiney, Camp for Kids Weekend., C ars"Dtf.'S_E'r}ngs. Baptist Conference Center, Newport 
. . '-· ~ 

29 : .......... ;, ..................... .. .... . . .. Bible Fun Field Day (w/opt. Journey Camp), CatsGh Springs. ·Baptist Conference Center, Newport 

;MarCh 29 ...... . .. · ........ . · .................. . ... . .. ..... ... . ....... Regional Disaster RelieFTraining (Wes~ Tennessee), First Baptist C hurch, Jackson 

.. ~,_.~__, .&Ilell 31 .............. _ ... .. .... : . ............ . ...... .. ... ... .. : . : ..... .. Power Up Your Sunday School Conf~r~nce, First Baptist Church, Oneida 

.. «:t-o ••••••••• . ••••••••• • •.••••••.• • •.•.• .. .•••••.•• •. · .• .• WMU Get Together and Connection 2008, Gatlinburg Convention Center, Gatlinburg 

4 .......... : ..... : ........ . ...... ... ................... . Cr.~dng a C0nnecrion for Ministers Wives, Gatlinburg Convention Center, Gatlinburg 

~rll·6 ... ................ · ................ .. .................... Day of Prayer and Giving for l!nion Uni;ersity, Statewide Response to Feb. 5 Storms 

8 ......•.....•........... · .......... . ......... Family Connection: Fathers aild God Image Development, Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City 
• 11 ................... ~ ....... ':. ....... Xtreme Bible Challenge - Grand Division Competition (West Tennessee), Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson 

12 ...................... . ....... Xtreme Bible Challenge - Grand Division Competition (East Tennesse~), Holston. Baptist Church, Strawberry Plains 

For _more information, p,lease visit tnbaptist.org. 

• 

• 

. .. 

-
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Stale RAs to 
compete for 
national race 
By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD.- This year's 
Nashville Baptist Associati_on's 
Royal Ambassador Wilderness . 

· . Challenge set April 18-20 at 
Boxwell Scout Reservation, 
Lebanon, will feature the _Ten
nessee RA Race Car Qualifying 
Race for the National RA Race 
to be held June 7 in Indianapo
lis, Ind. 

·~ong with the traditional 
campcraft rodeo, mission proj
ects, Royal Racers, worship serv
ices, and camping, this is the 
first statewide r.acecar race to be 
held in several years since it 
was a part of the RA Congr~sses 
during the 1970s-1990s," said 
Frank Gr.een, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention RA/Challenger field 
worker. urn the past few years, 
the Wilderness Challenge has 
become a premier event in mid
dle Tennessee and has drawn 
RAs from all over Tennessee." 

((This year's Wilderness Chal
lenge is a very · special event, 
because of the 100 year birthday 
of Royal Ambassadors. It has 
been · expanded to a two-night 
camping event which will fea
ture worship times on ·both 
nights. Sunday morning there 
will be a massive 100th birthday 
Chap~er Meeting .. " 

The massive RA chapter 
meeting will be conducted 'like .a 
regular n.A ~hapter meeting 
with a lot of participants who 
will have assignments on a spe
cial Xtreme Missions study, 
according to Green. 

Complete schedules and . . . 

MISSION TRIPS. . 
Adults & Youth 

Pre-:packaged & Custom 

Appalachia, lnrier City, 
NC Coast 

(800) 299-0385 
· www.y9m.o.rg . 

·Youth on Mission 

The Lighthouse 
·Christian Beach Retreat 
· And Conferen·ce Center _ 

Orange Beach, Alabama.·· 
Directly on the Gulf of Mexico. 
Ideal for church beach retreats. 

. ' 

From 10 ~o 84 people. $30 per night 
per person donation. A minlstry of 

Romar B.each Baptist Church 
Call {205) 556·0368 or (205) 554-1524. . . 

AHordable Beachfront 
& Beachside 

Vacation Condos . 
Gulf Shores & 

Orange Beach, Alabama 

Best Value on the Beach! 
* Lowest Price$! * 

Over 50 Top Quality condos! 
*'Your· satisfaction is our Top 

PrioritY • Owned & Operated by 
Christian Family Sine& 1988! 

(205) 556·0368"or (205) 554-1 . ·. .. 
" 

information on Wilderness Chal
lenge are available on the Royal 
Ambassador page at www.
nashvillebaptistassociation. or g. 

Weigh-in for the state RA race 
will begin April 19 at 5 p.m. and 
the race will begin at 7 p.m. 
Three Lad and three Crusader 
state winners will qualify to com
pete in the National RA Race for 
World Hunger in Indianapolis. 

The six state winners must 
also raise and contribute a $100 · 
entry offering to World Hunger 
to qualify for the National 
Races. This can be done by the 
individual or church and/or RA 
group. Each state race qualifier 

will have until the day of the 
national race to contribute the 
entry offering. 

In addition, each state win
ner will receive a trophy. If they 
go to Indianapolis, they will 
receive a $200' travel scholar
ship for the trip. If any' of the 
first three state winners in each 
group, Lad and Crusader, can
not attend the national race, the 
next place finisher will take 
their place at the Nationals. 

The national race is part of 
the · CrossOver ·Indianapolis 
weekend event prior to the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting. · 

' 

·------------------------~----------· 
Carpenter Bus Sales 

--- -. Franklin, TN • Since 1953 
1-615-876-2287 

Call ahout our New $599/nw. 
Lea.Je Program 

Exclusive provider for 

Life Way Church Bus Sales 
1-800·370·6180 • carpenterbus.com 

~-----------------------------------~ 
Depart September 13. 2008 & travel with other Baptists 

'-~Autumn Leaves'' 
Tour Visits 

• 

Historical .East 
• 

· 15 Days from $999* 
Depart September 13, 2ooa, join other Southern 
Bap~ists, and cqmbine a New England & East 
Coast historical · tour ' with fa) I foliage. ·Start in 
Philadelphia and travel ·on your comfortable motor 

. coach. There's ·included sight-seeing in Philadel
phia (lnde'pendence ·Hall & tl:le Liberty Bell); New 
York City; Milford, and New Haven. You'll visit gor
g~ous f"Dansion~ of Newport, Rl; tour Boston 
including the Oid North Church, The Boston Com
mon, Bunker Hill and USS Constitution. There's 
even one free day in Boston with an optional tour 
to historic Concord, Lexington, Gloucester, and 
"bewitching" Salem. Next, travel through the White · 
and G.reen Mountains to French Canada: Quebec , 

and Montreal, both with city tours. Then travel 
along . the St. 'Lawrence in "upper NY" to Niaga_ra 
Falls. YM:Y wiU also take you to Gettysburg, Amish 
Country, Vall~y Forge; Hershey World and other 
attractions before flyin·g home. *Pri_ce, per person, 
double occ. plus· '$149 tax, service &_ gov't fees. 
Add $500 round trip airfare from . Huntsville, AL;· 
Nashville, Knoxville, Memphis or Chattanooga, 
TN. . 

Space is limited to 46 on our Baptist motor coach 

For information, reservations 
and brochure .call 7 ~_ays a week: 

. . 
'YOUR MAN'TOURS . . 

. - . 

1-80.0.-736-7300 
. ., 

'. . . 

America's First Choice for travel sin~ 1967! 

' 

' £ , 

·' 

-
"The rules for the .State qua? . fo~ the national race." 

ifying race will be different than For a listing of rules, visit 
the rules for the regular Wilder- "National Race" at www.
ness. Challenge races," Green royalracers.com. For more infer
pointed out. "Cars racing in the mation about the state race, call 
state race must follow the rules Green at (931) 935-8201. 0 

~[!ji\~nrtn~® · 1 1 

~----~---------------~ 
MINISTRY - STUDENT MINISTRY - PASTOR 

Seeking: Experienced· youth 
minister/pastorfor growing multi
generational, . multi-eultt~ral 

regional church. Be. a part of a 
supportive team of ser~ant lead
ers, parents, and youth to better 
know and follow Jesus Christ as 
Lord. Come help us build an 
inclusive, transformational com
munity which will engage the 
world with the .gospel. Candi
date, male or female, shourd be 
relational, creative, and possess 
the gift of adminis~ration. 
Resumes can be sent to Mt. 
Carmel Baptist' Church, 86A5 
Kenwood Rd. , Cincinnati, OH 
45242, Attn: Personnel Committee 
or e-mailed to mountcarmelbc@-
f1:1se. net. 

•••••• ••••••• • • • • 
West Tenn. SBC seeking bivo 
youth minister. Rural .area with 
great· growth potential. Currently 
at 188 membership. www.mfrbc.
o,rg. Please send resume to Mid-
dlefork Road· ·Baptist Church, 
3955 Middlefork Road, Luray, TN 
38352 Attn: Youth Committee 

Hunter First Baptist, in Elizabeth
ton, Tenn., is receiving resumes 
for the position of senior pastor. 
Submit by mail to HFBC, Pastor 
Search, 693 Hwy. 91, Elizabeth
ton, TN 37643. For information 
about the church or to submit 
online, visit http://www.
h u nte rfi rst.com/pastorsearch.
html or e-mail pas!orsearch@
hunterfirst.com. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Full-tim~ bivocational pastor -
FBC of Noel is seeking a conser
vative SBC pastor. Parsonage 
available. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, P.. 0 . Box .51 0, 
Noel, MO 64854 or e-mail 
mchgf2@ olemac.net. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Cannon Community Church is 
seeking a pastor for our small 
SBC church with a heart for dis-

. cipleship and blended worship. 
Resumes are currently being 
accepted at 209 Murfrees
t>oro Rd. , Woodbury, TN 
37190, e-mail churchresume@- · · 
earthlink.net.. 

•••••••••••• • • • • . , 

~- MINISTRY- OTHER Gap Creek Baptist Church, a 
Entry level financial analyst -conservative member of the 
position for Long Holloyv ~apti$t Cumberland Gap Baptist AssoCi
Church in Hem:lersonvHJ_e,' Tenn. · atioR in Claiborne County Tenn., 
Full-time, excelleRf benefits, c:ind· : is accepting applications for a 
flexiole hours. Duties will inclUde full-time pastor. Experience is . 
ac~o!,Jnt analysis, forecast'ing, preferred . . Gap Creek has an · 
aQ.d desig~ing . manag~me11t acti~~ me.m?ership of .o~er 300 
reports. Can,didate must pos:, and·1s ~r?~1~g. ~end resume to _ 
sess advanced Microsoft Excel - Gap Creek Bapt1st Church, Attn: 
skills and the ability to work ,witt) . Troy _Poore, r:'· 0. Box 177, Arthur, 
accounting soft~are._Send your TN ~7707._ You ~ay send your 
resume and question.~ · ~0 . re~um~ by e~ma11 to trpoore@
ja.net.chambers@longhollow.- hotma1l.com or fax to (423) 869-

8777. com. 
· ' •••••••••••• • • • • ............. ••• • • 

Christian Preschool located in~ Unfon Baptist Church in Wart-
the Nashville, Bellevue area, burg, Tenn., is now accepting 
looking for preschool .teachers-:- resumes for full-time pastor 
Experience reql:lired. Deg_r:.ee, througb the month of March. 
CDA or TECTA preferre~: Call ~verage Sunday SGhool atten-
646-'5050, ext-. 29: . dance is 100-125 and church ......... - .•. • • • • 
Brookhaven Baptis't · ·Church 
(~ww.brookhavenbaptist.net) is 
seeking a full-time .di.urdh · pia~~-· 

• 't o .1 

.ing ·missionar-y for a .Netiemiah 
P,r.oject in the Brookhaven Com
munity of Atlanta, .Ga. P.lea.se 
e-"mail your resurn~ ,to Pastor 
Don Presley at dpresleysr@
presleyenterprises. com. . . . ~ ............. ' 

Open Door Pregnancy Center,· 
Springfield, Robertson ·county, 
Tenn., is--searching for a airector. 
The director should be abl~ to 
balance overseeing a volunteer 
staff, counseling, and tne 
responsibility of the day-to-day 
opetation. Send res·um-e to Open· 
Dom Pregnancy C~nter, · P. 0. 

' I • ' 

Box 117, Springfield, TN 37172 
or. e-mail Ann at wingwooc::l1.@-
, • r t , • 

,corncast. net. 

services 125-150. Submit 
resume to Search Committee 
P. 0, Box 139, Oliver Springs, TN 
37840. . . 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
West Tenn. SBC seeking 13ivo 
p~stor. Rural area with great 
·growth potential. Currently at 
'188 membership. www.mfrbc.
org. Please send resume to Mid
dlefork Road Baptist Church, 
·3955 Middlefork Road, Luray, TN 
38352; Attri: Pastor Search 
Committee 

MINISTRY - COMBO 
• 

New· Union Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time associate 
pastor/worship leader. The con
gregation currently averages 
about 350-420 in worship. 
Please submit resume to Search . . 
Committee, 4060 Double S Rd., 
Da~on,TN. 37321. · 
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reflections 

A cliHerence in priorities 
By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Those who know me well know I love sports, especial
ly baseball and college football and basketball. So, I am 
one of the millions around the world who love this season 
known to many as-"MarGh Madness." 

And while 1 will be rooting for my friends' teams, it 
probably won't be with the same intensity it would. have 

. been had my Gameeocks of South Carolina maae the 
tournament. But te borrow a time-honored phrase, it's 
"wait untH next year" for l!lS. 

Hopefully; I can eliljoy the games for· what they are -
simply games. Too many people, myself included, get so 
caught up in the gl,3-me that we forget that is all it is. It is 
not life and death, even though we think it is at times. I 
hate to admit it, but I have been known to throw a pi1low 

WILKEY 

at the TV a few times when my team 
has done something stupid. 

But two eve_nts over th~ past couple 
of weeks have reminded me to keep 
sports in its proper perspective. 

Many people witnessed what hap
pened in Atlanta on March 14 during 
the Southeastern Conference '· (SEC) 
men's basketball tol:ll'Ilam.ent. A torna
do ripped through downtown .Atlanta, 
causing extensive damage and even hit 

the Geerg:ia Dome where the game was being played. 
·With all praise to God, no one-at the game, as far as ~ 

- know, was in.jured. If that roof had caved in, no one will 
~ ' 

"""'ever know how many efthose 30,000 or so people in that 
Dome would have been kiUed or seriously injured that~ 
night. ~, 

With the damage at the Dom~, SEC officials deter
mined that the tournament should be-moved to another 
site - nearby Georgia Tecli University,, which has a 
much smaller facility. Logically, 30,000 people could not 
fit into a 9,000-plus seat arena, so SEC officials Jirnited 
tho.se who could attend. ·. . 

Naturally fans, who had..bought ~cket~ &;nd e:q>ende~ 
funds to go te Atlanta, were upset. While t~ey ·will get 
tic~et refunds, they .bad ·other expenses. Here is .where 
common sense needs .to enter the picture. 
· Yes, tb.ey were out g~s and hotel maney, .but they were 

safe and not injured,. Yett the Atlanta Jqurnal-Constitu
tion reported Manch 15 t:hat ·some fails were coDtemplat

. ing lawsuits against .t~e Georgj,a Dome. ODe fan_ told the 
paper, "l'pi going to be seeiDg who I can sue and for what." 

/ 

That is ~ruly a sad commentary. Fotget the fact his life 
was spared. All he cared about was he didn't gef to per
senally see his team play on Saturday. Misplaced priori- · 
ties. 

In contrast, I had the privilege of officiating basketball 
games on March 15 a.t the Tennessee Special Olympics at 
David Lipscomb Univ-ersity in Nashville. This evelilt .was 
not "March Madness.~' Instead, I would term it "March 
Gladness." It was heattwamring te see peo}[)le ·with spe
cial needs enjoy the game for what it is. So what if they .. 
traveled or double-dribbled more than they s'liould, or in 
some cases, n.ever dribbled the baH at all. They played (or. 
the fun ofit. 

After a season· of middle scl:iool, junior varsity, and 
youth league basketball and its headac,4es ~ dealin.g 
with complairung parents, coaches, ~d players - it was 
fun to .efficiate a game where players and fans actually · 
cheered for players on the other team when they . did 
something noteworthy. For most of them,·it was ·not about 
whether a team won or lost, it was seeing people they 
loved and people they could :relate to overcome all odds 
and J?lay a game many thought . would1 haV'e been impos
sible for them. 

And that is why mysel£, · a.Jong with many other high 
school officials, re-feree those games. We are seeing athletes 
who are playing for fun and truly underStand the .meaning 
of sportsmanship. They aren't worried about b~ing the star 
of the team, competing for college scholarships, winning·at 
all costs. In today's society, that is refreshing. . 

As March Madness winds down, yell for your team, 
even throw a pillow at the TV if it makes you feel better, 
but keep in mind that it is only a game. Wh.ether your 
team wins or loses won't affect your life that much. 

The only thing in life that really matters is whether or · · 
not we have that personal relationship with Jesus-Christ'
and the assurance we will spend eternity with H'i.tD in · 
heaven. a . . : 

living 3:16 
By Bill Oakley 

Focal Passage: (Revelation 1:9-
13, 17-18; 3:14-22 

There is a lot of discussion toda~ 
about a :person's passion. May I ask, 
"What is your passion?"That's a very 
appropriate questioR for· any and aJl 
of us. Webster defines passioR as: 
"Extreme, , compelling emotiQn, 
intense emotional drive er excite
ment. or . the object of any strong 
desire or fondness." In light of this 
definition, where is Jesus listed on 
our passion list? May He ever be at - . 
the top of our list because of the fol-
lowing reasons: · 

(1) Passion for Jesus because 
of' a commission (ch. 1:9-13). In· 
this passage we find John exiled on 
the little island called Patmos, 
because of his passion for and 
proclamation of the Word of God and 
Jesus Christ. 

· Patmos is a barren, rocky little · 
island about 10 miles long by five 
miles wide. It is about 800 feet high 
and bariei;t of trees. It lies about 
forty miles off the coast of Asia 
Minor. And, that's where John found 
himself because of his primary pas
sion -· Jesus Christ. Often I wonder 
if"our passion for Jesus would have 
caused us to be arresteaa nd exiled 
in John's day. 

John, being "in the Spirit," on the 
Lord's Day, .had an encounter with 
·Jesus Christ that gave him an 
explicit commission: "What thou 

.. seest, write in a book." He instruct
ed John to serid that which he was
to·wrtte to the seven churches that 
were .in Asia. 

When John turned . to see · from 

with passion for Jesus 
where the voice was coming, He saw 
Jesus in the midst of the seven gold
en candlesticks (churches). That's 
where Jesus desires to-be continual
ly- in the midst of the church. May 
our passion for Him be such -that we· 

• 
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will do whatever it tak~s to make concerning the Laodicean Church. 
sure He is the one with pre-emi- This was a church that was neither 
nence in the church. It's not about hot nor cold (lukewarm), and it 
us-· it's about Him. We are the ones made our Lord sick at his stomach 
commissioned. He does the commis- (v. 16). 
sioning (Matthew 28:19, 2Q). It must be noted that Jesus fully 

(2) Passion for Jesus because - knows the condition of the church 
of a consolation (ch. 1;17, 18). The (v . . 15). That very truth should drive 
effect ·of the glorious vision of Jesus us to our knees to truthfully find out 
was overpowering for John. He fell at from Him how wel'l pleased He is 
Jesus' feet as if he (John) were a dead with us and our church. 
man. The compassionate Christ put Here -was a church in serious 
his right hand (signifying His power) apathy, and that apathy V<faS nause- • 
on John and consoled him with the ating to our Lord. He did not say, 
words, "Fear not." "You are not orthodox." He did not 

In the latter part of verse 17 and · say, ''You have denied the gospel." 
all of verse 18, Jesus confirms to He didn'.t even say, "There is serious 
John the eternal truth of His death sin in the camp." He said, ''You are 
and _resuuection. The thrilling truth lukewarm." They were not ardent in 
is that Jesus is "alive forever more." their passion for Jesus Christ imd 
How wonderful it is to know that His commission. They had no -sense 
Jesus Christ nas the power over the of urgency. 
grave because of His- overcoming His statement is, "I wish you 
death by His resurrection.· He not were either hot or cold." (v. 15) The 
only "has,'' but "is" the key to Hell idea here is..,that if they were hot, 
and death. And, beqmse He has that would be where they should be. 
those keys, He ass~res the believer If they were cold (Greek word 
that he/she Vl{•ill never die (John usuchros means "cold to the point of 
11:25, 26):- Here again is another freezing"), then they would recog
monumental reason why our pas-. nize their plight and desire to be hot 
sion for. Jesus-should always ''burn in their passion for Him again. 
hot." The final verse in this passage 

(3) Passion for Jesus because (and the passages directed to all 
of a conditjon (ch. 3:14-22)._ It other churches) says, "He that hath 
needs to be noted that all the words an· ear, let hiiQ. hear what the Spirit 
of chapter 2 and- 3 ar~ .the direct saith unto the churches." How com
werds of Jesus given to John. This pelling! - Oakley is .pastor ,of First 
passage deals with Jesus' words Baptist Church, Trimble. 

. '. . : ' 

Renewing commitment 
By Gene Fant Sr . 

. Focal Passage: Genesis 34:1-
36:43 

We are too familiar with the kind . ' . 
of violence that we find in this week's 
Scripture as Jacob's children by Leah, 
had many problems. Dinah, a teenag
er, was raped ana her brethers, Sime
on and Levi, avenged her rape by 

, .killing all the me~ in town. Reuben 
. slept with Bilh~, his father's concu
' hine. Jua~ married a Canaanite and 

his sons, Er ana Onan displeased the 
Lord. Judah impregnated his own 
daughter.:in-law. 

~ ao not think all these problems 
were a consequence of Jacob living 
ifi the wrong place. Rather the prob
le-ms · iR this family were deeply 
rooted within. generations ef 
]>Olygamy and parental favoritism. 
Jacob alse neglected the spiritual 
leadership of his unblendea family. 

Brutal revenge (ch. 34:1-31). 
Dinah was visiting other young 
l~dies in Shechem when the son of
Prince Hamor raped her. The young 
man, Shechem, wanted to marry 
her, and pledged to pay whatever 
price Jacob asked, but Jacob did 
nothing until his sons returned 
from the fields. 

Simeon and Levi, Dinah's broth
ers, deceived Shechem and his 
fat~er into agreeing to their 
scheme. Subsequently, all the men 
of the city were slain and the city. 
yvas looted. Jacob was upset when 
he heard about the scope of their 

· vengeance. The brothers' act placed 

the entire famify in danger, hut the .. 
Lord kept His promise. to protect 
Jacob and his descendents by strik
ing terror in the resident's hearts as 
J'acob's entourage traveled back to 
Bethel. 

Spiritual renewal ' (ch. 35:1- . 
15). These moral failures awakened 
Jacob who was commanded py God . 
to get up and go to Bethel and_dwell 
there. At1 last Jacob shows leader'
ship, obeys, and demands they dis
card th~ir foreign gods,..- .pl.lrify 
themselves, and cnange their gar
ments. The buri'al of their gods was 
itself a religious experience .. We, too, 
should dis<;ard those things we 
place ahead ·of the Lord . . · -

Upon. reaching Bethel 15,._miles 
away, th~ people gath~red as ,Jac;ob 
personally restored the altar that 
he b.ad built niany years before and . 
God renewed His promises to Jacob 
and his descendents. . 

God wanted Jacob to renew his 
commitment arid desires the same 

.of us. Some speak negatively of 
rededications, but the decision can 
revive a person and church. I have 
known s~me to go to the altar ~very 
week, but 1 have a greater problem 
with those who never renew their 
commitment. 

Just a:s Jacob went back to 
Bethel and restored his altar, we 
ought to r'eturn to the cross, the 
place of our encounter, and recom
mit-our lives. 

We thought Jacob was back on 
track after his ~xperience at Peniel, 
but it took the~e .. tragic eyents. to 
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draw him back to his commitment. 
Jacob should have seen · the good
ness of the Lord and repented. So 
should we! . 

Family records (ch .. 35:16-
36:43). Family is important to God 
an!l the Old Testament is a history 
of families as great detail is given to 
genealogy. Rachel died whi1e giving 
birth to Benjamin, her second son, 
and there is a list of all tw~lve of 
Jacob's sons, plus a det;llled geneal
~gy of Esau's descendents. Isaac 
died at the age of 180 and Esau and 
Ja_cob came together to bury him. 

Our spiritual heritage is impor
tant too. My family was outside of 
Christ ·until Hyman Appelman, a 
completed Jewish .evangelist , came 
to our hometown around 1945. In . . 
that revival, my father was convert
ed, and now four generations. of our 
family are in Christ. The Lord is 
stili red~eming families, one person 
at a time, and we can share the 
gospel in the power of the Holy Spir
it. 

It is important to have our own 
encounters with the Lord who is 
willing to save the lost and forgive 
believers when the.y sin. We, too, 
can return. 
· Where were you when you came 
to know Christ? - Fant is retired 
and· lives in Nashville aAd rs available 

. for interim pastorate.s_.. 
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+ Donald Pearson 
Strother, 77 of Jonesborough, 
former .pastor of University 
Parkway Baptist Church, John
son City, died, Feb. 11. Besides 
Tennessee, he served as pastor 
of churches in Virginia and 
Maryland. He served as pastor 
of Enon Baptist Church, Jones
borough; First Baptist Church, 
Bluff City; and Piney F:lats 
Baptist Church, Piney Flats. 
Under his leadership, l,Jniversi
ty Parkway Baptist, which 
Strother served for 20 years, 

moved to its 
present loca
tion and facil
ities. A native 
of Orlinda, he 
was a gradu
ate of Carson
Newman. Col
lege, Jefferson 

STROTHER City. He is 
survived by 

his wife of 51 years, Bettie; and 
two sons; four ·grandchildren; 
and one great-grandchild. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro, has called Phil 
Potratz as minister of Chris
tian formation. He previously 
served as minister of education 
of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Nashville. 

+ Idlewild Baptist Church, 
Athens, called Scott Packett 
as pastor effective Feb. 2Q. 

• Ninth Street Baptist 
Church, Erwin, recently called 
Eric Williams as minister of 
youth. 

+ Flag Pond Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, called 
Ron Gilbert as pastor· effec
tive Feb. 20. 

+ Highland Baptist 
, .Church, Whitesburg, celebrat
ed the 20th anniversary of its 
pastor, Terry Bunch, 'with a 
special service and a lunch on 

' Feb. 3. During his tenure, over 
500 people have been· baptized 
at the church. Highland Bap~ 
tist also has added educational 
and fellowship facilities and 
acquired property for .fut ure 
growth. 

+ West Fr.ayser Baptist 
Church, ~emphis, has called 
Mark Vigus as pastor effective 
March 9. 

+· Leawood .East Baptist 
Church, Cordova, has called 
DJl}las Dykes as minister of 
education/administration. He 
is coming to Leawood East 
from First Baptist Church, 
Hinesville, Ga. 

+ Southside Baptis t 
Church, Johnson City, recently 
ordained Tim Glover as a dea
con. 

+ Southwestern Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, recent
ly called Michael Huggins 

-· 
. . .... . 

.. 
. . . 

CHARLES ALTON, right, a Royal Ambassador leader at Whitten 
Memorial Baptist Church, Memphis, seives 'Clayton Smith in front · 
of Sportman's Warehouse in Memphis. The RAs of Mid-South Bap
tist Association, Memphis, were demonstrating dutch ovens, giving 
away food, and sharing information about RAs and their faith at the 
recent event. 

A DISASTER RELIEF team prays with a homeowner in 
Collinsville, Okla., Jan. 13-19 where the team removed ice storm -
damage. The team was from Cumberland Baptist Association, 
Clarksville, and Judson-Stewart-Truett Baptist Associations, Dover. 

ville, will hold nightly revival 
'services Match 28-30 for . a 
"Returning to God Weekend." 
Jeff Harvel of Morristown will 
speak. There will be a season of 
prayer prior to each service. 
For information, contact (931) 
815-8870 or www.gethope.info. 

30. For information, call the 
church at (423) 753-2033. 

as minister of music. 

+ First Baptist Chw;:ch, 
Oakland, will host a Sunday 
School clinic the morning of 
April 26. Lunch will be provid
ed,. and there is no cost for the 
eve~t. Andrew Smith,. retired 
director of the Sunday School 
Department of the Alabama 

+ Doyle First Baptist 
Church, Mcl\Unnville, will 
hold its lOOth anniversary and 
homecoming celebration April 
.6 during the morning worship 
service. A fellowship luncheon 
will be held. For information, 
contact pastor James Martin at 
(931) 657-5270. 

+ .Spring Creek Baptist · 
Church, Clarksville, will c.el
ebrate its 200th anniversary on 
April 27. Following morning 
worship will be a luncheon: and· 
anniversary service. For infor
mation, call the church at (931) 
647-5850. 

• . Fordtown Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, rec~ntly 
exceeded its goal of $20,000 on 
Miracle Sunday to purchase 
additional property by raising 
$21,025. 

vents 
+ Florence Baptist - ·+ The Thrift Store of RIFA 

(R~gianal Interfaith Associ
ation) in Jackson will pick up 
large :furniture and appliances. • 
RIFA offers Christian Women's 
Job .. Corps; which was devel
oped by Woman's Missionary 
Union. For information, call 
(731) 427-7963 or . visit www.
rifarifa.org. 

~aptist Convention, Mont
gomery, Ala., will sp~ak. For 
information on the event, con
tact Mike Morris, church 
planter/pastor of Fayette Bap
tist Mission, Macon, at 
mgapmorris@aol.com. 

Church, Murfreesboro, will 
host "The Down East Boys" in 
concert the night of March 30. 
For information, " contact (615) 
907-4110 or ~.florencebaptist.
com. 

+ Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church, Jonesborough, will 
host the. Chuck Wagon Gang in 
concert the afternoon of March 

+ Bridges of Hope Fel
lowship Church, McMinn-

Carson-Newman sends out spring ltreafC missionaries 
By Mark Brown 
Carson-Newman news service 
• 

.JEFFERSON CITY- For 130 Carson
Newman College students spring break 
means hard work in a variety of places -
from the Dominican Republic to Mata
moros, Mexico, and from Raleigh, N.C., to 
Bethel, Nicaragua. · 

. Split into nine groups, including Seed 
Company and A Cappella Choir, the stu-
4ents serve on SPOTS (Special Projects 
Other Than Summer) teams, which are 
coordinated and sanctioned by C-N's Cam
pus Ministries Office. 

"Over the years we have found that 
both fall and spring break trips serve to 
kindle fires of passionate service in our 
students," said Nenette Measels, interim 
dean of students and Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries director. "Several of our team 
leaders began as members who just want
ed to get some sort of mission experience, 
and now many of them believe missions 
are integral to their faith in Christ." 

David Crutchley, dean of C-N's Religion 
.Division, used the idea of symbols as he 
preached the commissioning sermon dur
, ing a Tuesday morning chapel. He noted 
instances . where humans have spoken to 
the masses, citing a silent demonstration 
for b1ack solidarity at the 1968 Olympics, 
the Tiananmen Square standoff of 1989, 
and the New York Philharmonic's recent 
performance in North Korea. 

Each example he noted had become a 
symbol, he said, and then asked, "What 
symbol binds together the cords of Chris
tian civilizatiort:?" 

Possibilities he mentioned included the 
using of a crib to promote the idea of 9<>d's 

incarnation as a man, or an image Qf a boat in Bethel to distribute food, teach English, 
_ to convey the lessons Christ taught, or lead Bibl_e studies, and build relationships 

even a logo incorporating a towel and with residents. A team of 14 students will 
basin like Jesus used to wash the feet of assist with medical needs ~nd local church 
His disciples. miai.stries for Haitian refugees arid locals 

And yet Christianity bypassed all of in. Jimani, Dominican Republic. 
th6se options for the symbol of the eros~, Domestically, an eight-person squad 
lie said. , wi'll a..ssist the Church at. Clayton Cross-

"It's the same symool that Roman pow- ings in Raleigh with · manual labor, chil
er chose," noted Crutchley, "But, in the dreri's activities, and leading :a Disci
hands of Christianity, it becomes the sym- pleNow program. In Chattanooga, a team 
bol of love. It demonstrates the heart of of se~n. will help at a Tennessee Baptist 
God laid bare next to a garbage heap." Children's Home .with after-school activi-

The 20 volunteers who left for Mexico ties; 'light repairs, and odd jobs to assist 
seven hours after the service may well house parents and staff. 
replay Crutchley's last line over several Seven . Bonner scholar volunteers will 
times as they spend a week in Matamoros. travel to Clearfork where they will help 
Located across the border ·from construct a community center. And in 
Brownsville, Texas, Matamoros has what Nashville a group of 10 will work with a 
is in effect a , subdivision of families who variety of inner-~ity ministries including 
-live at tlw city dump. the YMCA after-school program, The Next 

Each day, men, women, and children Door women's shelter, Hands on Nashville, 
wait for garbage trucks to arrive. Like and Somali Computer Center. At the com
American shoppers the day after Thanks- puter center C-N stud.ents '.rill teach basic 
giving, they bustle for position. in hopes of computer skills to adult immigrants. 
finding in the latest load of refuse some- Musically, A Cappella Choir will per-
thing to either eat, wear, OF sell. . form during a "fnini-toa!I' from Athens to 

Brad Bull, a C-N assistant professor of RogersyiH:e while Seed Company, the BCM 
counseling and co-sponsor of the Mata- band, will travel and perform at several of 
moros -team, said he hopes the trip will the s\tes where their classmates are serv
teach life lessons for students "growing up ing. 
in a very aftluent society. Measels, part of the children's home 

"I want them to · experience the dark- team, said she hopes Tennessee Baptists 
ness of poverty while encountering the will pray for team members and those they 
humanity of those oppressed by it," said will serve. 
the member of Jefferson City's Emmaimel "It is riot what we expect to get from 
Baptist Church. He hopes, the students can serving, but what we can humbfy give 
"enrich the lives of those with whom we through out lives as we meet others' needs 
minister." in Christ's name," intoned Measels. "And yet 
· Also on the international front, five C-N there are always blessings and life chang
students will work with Vision Nicaragua ing experiences that we bring home." 0 
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