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Executive BOard enters ~greement to buy 54 acres 
By LQnnie Wilkey son ville, and chairman of the ~------:~:--""~~~-:-~~-:-~-.,.......:..~· ..,.---.-:~----,----=----:;;;;;:~---f'F.~~ 
Baptist and Reflector Property Transition Commit- · 
' . tee, noted 20 potential sites 
· BRENTWOOD - Though were examined, before decid

the sale of its property located ing on the Alma ville Road 
at 5001 Maryland Way has not property. 
yet closed, the Executive The sites were examined 
Board of the Tennessee Bap- based on close interstate 
tist Convention approved a access, centrality to entire 
recommendation at its May 13 state, lack of traffic congas
meeting to secure a future site tion, wmingness to wait on 

the convention headquar- amenities, and concern ·for 
·~~0''"" employee commuting. 

With just one dissenting 
"•nt·o the Board voted to enter 

agreement with Harding 
11\.AJrvoration, a division of 

an .. , ... Construction Com
to purchase 54 acres of 

~roperty at the corner of 
~aville Road and Tennessee 
Highway 840 in Rutherford 
County, - just east of the 

llll<::uu;:::.vu County line. 
In other matters, the Board 

also approved a statement 
developed by the Education 
Conunittee affirming its-three 
educational institutions and a 
..,......,£U..... fundraising plan for a 

Missions Mobilization 
ue.nLter to be built on property 

~pona1~a by Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Jau>" of Mt. Juliet for a facili-

which would house disaster 
.. .u. ..... equipment as well as a 

tr~liruing center. 
New property 

Robert Moon, a member of 
" .. ., ...... + Baptist Church, Hender-

Other areas given serious 
consideration were in Triune 
and Thompson Station. 

Board members were told 
the agreement with Harding 
Corporation ·would allow the 
Board to secure the new site 
until funds are available from 
the sale of the Brentwood 
property. 

The proposal allows the 
property to be purchased by 
the outside group now without 
takiiJg. any _risk on market 
fluetuations. 

Under tlie agreement, the 
cost to purchase the property 
will be at a cost of 10 percent 
per annum. For example, if the 
final purchase price (assuming 
a "June closing) is $1,170,000, 
the cost for the Executive 
Board to purchase in October 
would be $1,209,000 .. If it 
takes until February of 2009, 
the Executive Board cost 
would be $1,248,000. 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION leaders gathered recently-pn the- property, Whic,h I s the pr_o
posed site for· convention headquarters. The TBC Executive BPar<! approved a ·recommendation May .. \ . . . . 
13 to enter an agreement with Harding Corporation to purchase 54 acres of lanii-at the corner of - . 
Almavil/e Road and Tennessee Highway 840 in Rutherford County, just east of the ·Williamson County 
line. From left are Tom McCoy, TBC president; Chuck Groover, chairman, Administrative Committee of . . 
the Executive Board; James Porch, TBC executive director; and Mickey Basham, president, Executive 

Board . 

The agreement, however, 
does provide that the Execu
tive Board must pay the Hard
away company $150,000 if it 

fails to purchase the property 
by May 31, 2009. 

If this were to happen, 
Harding would be free to mar-

ket and sell t}?.e property as it 
_sees. fit, ana· the TBC would no 

longer be obligated. 
- See Executive, page 3 

Next issue Two people accept Christ 

set for June 4 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Due 
to the production schedule 
of the Baptist and Reflec
tor, there will not be an 
issue on May 28. 

The next issue of the 
paper will be dated June 4. 

Late breaking news and 
Sunday School commen
taries for June 1 will be 
posted next week on the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion website at www.tnbap
tist.org. 

Have a happy and safe 
Memorial Day holiday. a 

Gull Coast building blitz involves more than construction 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD Four 
homes have been completed by 
Tennessee Baptist Builders as 
a result of a "building blitz" 
which began April 21 on the 
Gulf Coast in Mississippi. 

Volunteers are being housed 
at Robinson Road Baptist 
Church in Gulfport through 
funds provided by Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Disaster 
Relief. 

Families are in the process 
of moving into these homes, 
said David Acres, who coordi
nates the Baptist Builders pro
gram for the Tennessee Baptist 

Convention. Acres also is the 
< 

state disaster relief director. 
The official blitz ended on 

May 16, but work will contin
ue to complete the homes that 
were begun, Acres said. 

Volunteers will have com
pleted 11 homes from start to 
finish. The number includes 
homes begun by teams from 
East Tennessee Baptist associ
ations (see page 13) prior to 
the official blitz, but received 
volunteer labor during the 
blitz period. 

Acres reported to the 
Executive Board May 13 that 
in addition to building 
homes, the teams before and 
during the building blitz are 

seeing lives changed. 
A team from Sweetwater 

Baptist Association led Nhac 
Le, a Vietnamese fisherman, 
to accept Christ on April 30 as 
Le worked with the team to 
build his house. Later, a friend 
also professed faith in Christ," 
Acres said. 

Acres observed that resi
dents of the Gulf Coast are 
seeing faith in action. Volun
teers willing to give their time 
and resources is opening doors 
for opportunities to witness, 
he added. 

Denny Moore, director of 
missions for Sweetwater Asso
ciation, talked to Le several 
times as he tried to build a 

relationship. "I reminded him 
how a hurricane can wash 
away his earthly home and 
then talked to him about his 
etemal home," Moore said. 

Moore said everyone on the 
two Sweetwater teams played 
a role in witnessing to the man. 
"He told me, 'I can see Jesus 
living through this team.'" 

Acres noted that the con
struction projects provide an 
opportunity to share Christ, 
but "it is God's opportunity to 
bring someone into His king
dom. We give Him all the 
glory." 

A full story about the build
ing blitz will be forthcoming in 
early June. 0 
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400 students 
graduate at Union 
Union University news office 

JACKSON Graduates 
from the Union University class 
of 2008 have a r esponsibility to 
tell future generations how God 
worked mightily and providen
tially in the affairs of the uni
versity, David S. Dockery said 
May 17 during Union's 183rd 
annual spring commencement 
ceremony. 

Dockery, the university presi
dent, was the keynote spell.ker 
for the event, in which 400 stu
dents received degrees on the 
university's Great Lawn. That 
brings to more than 950 the 
number of Union graduates 
from the class of 2008 - the 
largest class in Union's history. 

"It appeared highly unlikely 
that we would be here tonight, 
or that we would find a way to 
fmish the spring semester," 
Dockery said in his introductory 
remarks, referencing the Feb. 5 
tornado that decimated the 
Union campus and caused a 
two-week interruption in the 
semester. "By 
God's grace, 
here we are." 

In his ad
dress, Dockery 
reminded 
graduates of 
how God had 
protected 
them on the DOCKERY 
night of Feb. 5. 

"We have seen that God not 
only rescues, but also offers the 
promise of future stability," 
Dockery said. "On Feb. 5, this 
university was immersed in a 
threat that came ever so close to 
shutting us down completely." 

But Dockery referenced a 
newspaper article proclaiming 
that "God showed up" on the 
Union campus that night. 

"Tonight, we celebrate the 
good news that the God who has 
redeemed us in Jesus Christ , 
and who has providentially 
watched over this campus for 
generation after generation, has 
demonstrably intervened in our 
desperate situation." 

The Union president noted 
God has answered the prayers of 
members of the Union commu
nity that began on the morning 
of Feb. 6. The repairs to White 
Hall are complete, and work on 
Jennings Hall, Hammons Hall, 
and other buildings is progress
ing, Dockery noted. 

He also pointed to the 14 new 
student housing buildings under 
construction as evidence that 
God was bringing "renewal out 
of the rubble across this cam
pus," and he announced that 
Union has raised more than $12 
million for its Disaster Relief 
Fund - nearly 70 percent of the 
estimated $18 mi11ion that is 
needed. 

"But perhaps the greatest 
marker of God's hand upon us is 
that we are here tonight - com
pleting the semester and grant
ing your degrees," Dockery said. 

"So now we must tell the gen-

eration following, because peo
ple so quickly forget," he contin
ued. '"Historians te ll us that 
what is believed and proclaimed 
by one generation is often mere
ly assumed by the next genera
tion, and sadly, is often rejected 
by the next. We must not let that 
happen. 

"For in a first-hand way, we 
have experienced God's provi
dential presence, His power, His 
loving faithfulness, and His pro
vision, and we are grateful 
beyond description," Dockery 
added. "We have been given new 
opportunities to study, to learn, 
to serve, and now we have the 
privilege to tell the generations 
following of the thanksgiving 
and gratitude that fills our 
hearts tonight." 0 

Relief assessment 
begins for vittims 
of earthquake 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Southern 
Baptist relief workers are in 
touch with partners in central 
China to assess needs created 
by the 7.9-magnit~de earth
quake that struck the region 
May 12. 

At least 12,000 people were 
killed and more than 26,000 
injured in small cities and towns 
nestled in hill country north of 
Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan 
province. More than 18,000 peo
ple are believed trapped in piles 
of concrete, steel and dirt in the 
city of Mianyang alone, accord
ing to news reports. 

"We have been in contact with 
partners in the country and have 
offered help," said Jeff Palmer, 
executive director of Bapti~t 

~ 

Global Response. "Assessments 
are being made as to what the 
response should be." 0 

Zimbabwe food 
1risis deepens 
Baptist Press 

HARARE, Zimbabwe - The 
food crisis in southern Africa is 
deepening and Southern Baptist 
workers in Zimbabwe are call
ing for prayer that God will 
intervene. 

With food prices rising and 
supplies dwindling globally, 
"food security" is a major issue 
in many countries, but the crisis 
is much sharper in Zimbabwe, 
where political uncertainty and 
economic turmoil - including 
the world's highest inflation 
rate at 160,000 percent - are 
making daily life virtually 
impossible for the poorest peo
ple. About one-third of Zimbab
we's 12 million people are 
receiving emergency food aid. 

The situation is compounded 
even further by weather, said 
Mark Hatfield, who leads work 
in sub-Saharan Africa for Bap
tist Global Response, a Southern 
Baptist international relief and 
development organization. 

Flooding wiped out crops in 
many parts of the country early 

this year, then three months of 
e.xtremelv drv weather has . -
caused serious damage to this 
year's maize harvest. 

"Southern Baptists who care 
have been responding to the cri
sis by providing boxes of staple 
food to help f~lies in crisis,'" 
Hatfield said . "To date, more 
than 1,000 parcels of food have 
been delivered . 

"However, there have been 
some changes in import process
es and fees that are making it 
harder and more expensive to 
get the parcels into the country," 
Hatfield added. "We need South
ern Baptists to pray that food 
parcels will make it across the 
border and into the hands of the 
people who need them so des
perately." 

Each parcel contains about 
50 pounds of food, including rice, 
dry beans, wheat flour, cooking 
oil, salt, powdered milk, canned 
corn beef, sugar, and tea. One 
food parcel will feed a family of 
six for one week at a cost of 
about $80. 

Baptist Global Response 
delivered a shipment of nearly 
600 parcels just before Christ
mas and another 400 boxes were 
delivered after the first of the 
year, Hatfield said. Now the 
project has been extended, with 
a goal of funding and shipping 
another 3,500 boxes. 0 . -

Longtime musi1 
professor dies 
Baptist Press 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. -Hugh T. 
McElrath, longtime music pro
fessor at Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, died May 8 at 
his winter home in Penney 
Farms, Fla. 

McElrath, 86, retired from 
Southern in 1992 as the VV. 
Cooke Professor of Church 
Music, having served at the 
seminary since 1948 when he 
began as a voice instructor. After 
retiring, McElrath continued 
teaching hymnology classes 
through 1998. 

In 1992, McElrath became 
the first music professor to ,. 
receive Southern's Findley B. 
and Louvenia Edge Award for 
Teaching Excellence, the semi
nary's highest teaching honor. 

From 1987-1989, McElrath 
served as president of the 
Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference. He was a member of 
the theology/doctrine committee 
for the 1991 Baptist Hymnal 
and also served as editor of the 
handbook accompanying the 
hymnal. 

McElrath served as minister 
of music at three Louisville 
churches, including 22 years at 
Beechwood Baptist Church and 
also at Victory Memorial Baptist 
Church and Hazelwood Baptist 
Church. 

McElrath co-authored the 
music textbook "Singing With 
Understanding" with Harry 
Eskew, longtime music professor 
at New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. McElrath alao 
wrote several hymns, including 

·we Prai You With Our Minda_ 
0 Lord: L1 

Anotller nominee 
joins SIC rate 
for setond vp 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - John cw
lnnd, s~nior pastor of Fnll rrcek 
Baptist Church 10 lndiannpolia, 
will be nominated for s~ond 
vice president of the outhcrn 
Baptist Convention, John 
Rogers of lndionnpoh ' nn· 
nounced May 14. 

Newland is the third 
announced nominee for election 
as SBC second vice pre ident 
durin~ this year's June 10-11 
annual meeting in Indianapolis. 

To date, other nominees are 
Jim Hamilton, executive direc· 
tor of the Dakota Baptis t Con
vention and Brian Fossett, pres
ident of the Conference of 
Southern Baptist evangelists. 

Rogers, missions/evangelism 
team leader for the State Con
vention of Baptists in Indiana, 
noted that Newland leads the 
church planting team for Cross
roads Baptist Association in 
Indianapolis and is coordinating 
the church planting facet of 
Crossover '08, the citywide evan
gelistic emphasis preceding each 
year's SBC annual meeting. 

Information from the 2007 
Annual Church Profile (Oct. 1, 
2006 - Sept. 1, 2007) for Fall 
Creek Baptist Church lists 20 
baptisms and primary worship 
service attendance of 302. The 
church gave $39,526, or 5.9 per
cent, through the Cooperative 
Program from total undesignat. 
ed receipts of $666,559. Accord
ing to the ACP, ... the church also 
received $7,500 for the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions and 
$4,648 for the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North Amer
ican Missions. 0 

Pure wafer a big 
need in Myanmar 
BaJ=Jtist Press 

NASHVILLE - A team of 
Southern Baptis ts is on the 
ground in Bangkok, Thailand, to 
help national believers from 
Myanmar deal with the mount
ing crisis in their country after a 
May 3 cyclone left 62,000 people 
dead or missing and drove per· 
haps 1 million people from their ' 
homes. 

Five "initial responders," led 
by Sam Porter, the Baptist Gen· 
eral Convention of Oklahoma'• 
disaster relief director, are set
ting up a coordination center 
and training Myanmar Chria
tians in water purification tech· 
niques, said Jeff Palmer, execu· 
tive director of Baptist Global 
Response, a Southern Baptdt 
international relief and develop
ment organization. The five 
Oklahomans joined Bapti.at 
Global Response team members 
already on the ground ia 
Bangkok.O 
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Ex~ut,ive Board enters agreement to buy 
~ ContrAtJed from page1 series of "listening sessions" man College, Union Universi-

••• 
The money used-by the TBC 

jpr the sale of the land comes 
from earnest money for the sale 
ofthe Brentwood property from 
PGM, the purchasing company. 
ffhe earnest money has been 
receiV43d by the TBC. 

No Cooperative Program 
. iill<>ne~y has been or will be used 

the purchase, Porch 
ll'lbt,. .. Clsed to -TBC Executive 
IIJ:Soai~d staff during a meeting 

•rno following day. 
Chuck Groover, chairman of 

Administrative Commit
tee, noted the Board will know 
by Nov. 15 ifPGM will execute 
the contract to close on the 
Brentwood property. If it does, 
the closing would be held no 
Later than Dec. 23. Under 
terms announced earlier, the 
TBC could remain on the prop
erty until Dec. 23, 2010. 

Plans were announced for a 

"Fmally, Southern 
Baptt<;ts ArE' shown 

the way bac\ 
home." 

TOM ELLIFF 

"Points the way 
toward a more 

constructive 
future." 

TIMO fHY GEORGE 

''A VOICe of 
hope m these> . .. 

uncerldtP oays. 

THOM RAINER 

"Davtd Dockery IS 

the new statesman 
potntmq the way 

torward tor 
the SBC." 

BUDDY GRAY 

regarding the proposed new 
convention facilities. 

Dates and locations are: 
• May 27 - 1:30-3 p.m., 

Knox County Association of 
Baptists office, Knoxville; 

• May 29 - 1:30-3 p.m., 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
Center, Middle Tennessee State 
UniversitY, Murfreesboro; and 

• May 30 - 1:30-3 p.m., 
Madison-Chester Baptist As
sociation office, Jackson. 

For more information and 
background information on 
the property, check out www.
tnbaptistproperty. or g. 

Schools affirmed 
During the meeting Execu

tive Board members affirmed 
a statement from the Educa
tion Committee regarding the 
relationship between the TBC 
and its affiliated educational 
institutions - Carson-New-

ty, and Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy. 

The statement, read ·by 
Mike Dawson, chairman of the 
Education Committee, noted 
that "one of the attributes of 
being an affiliated institution 
of the TBC is that said institu
tion has the privilege each 
year of requesting an annual 
allocation from the Coopera
tive Program through pre
scribed processes." 

The statement also 
observed that each of the rela
tionships were "initiated by 
the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention upon a unique set of 
facts, in order to address a spe
cific ministry need or goal of 
the TBC and only then after 
consideration of all relevant 
facts and circumstances." 

The statement also noted 
that those needs and goals still 

Jl A vision to be embraced~ fl 
DANNY AKIN 

DAVIDS. DOCKERY 
• • • • • • • • 

SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST 
CoNSENsus 

AND RENEWAL 
A Brblic.a. Historical. and Theological Proposal 

'All who wish to engage the debate about Southern Baptists' future 
v.; Ill f•nd th•s 'o'Oiurre ar essenttal pret eQutslte to tha l discuss JOn . " 

RICHARD D LAND 

TBC Executive Director James Porch signs papers entering into an 
agreement with Harding Corporation to purchase 54 acres in Ruther
ford County. Looking on are members of the Property Transition Com
mittee, from left, William Maxwell, Robert Moon, and Mark LeMay. 

exist and are a "driving force" 
for the ongoing relationship. 

The statement re-affirmed 

"A must read for 
anyonP 'ienouc; , 

about Sot,tnern 
BaptiStS ... 

JIMMY DRAPER 
- -----

''Essenttal reading 
for eve>ry semrnary 
fatuity. serrunar ian, -
pastor and 'dY 
le>ader" 

JIM HENRY 

· The best hope for 
Southet n Bapt1sts 
that I have tead " 

----
JOHN SULLIVAN 

"The best introduc
tion :o tl')e current 
state ot the 
Southern Baptist 
Convent1on" 

MARK DEVER 

-

the Education Committee's 
"commitment to the covenants 
that exist between Carson
Newman College, Harrison
Chilhowee Baptist Academy, 
Union University, and the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention 
and to strengthen our rela
tiohs with them with no plans 
to expand our affiliation with 
other educational entities." 

On behalf of the education
al entities, David Dockery, 
president of Union University, 
thanked the Board for their 
statement of affirmation and 
support. 

Fundraising plans 
In January the Executive 

Board accepted a gift of 20 
acres of land in Wilson County 
near Mt. Juliet from Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Davis to be used for 
a disaster relief training site 
and a place to incubate a new 
church start. 

At the May 13 meeting, the 
Shared Ministries Committee 
presented a recommendation to 
authorize a capital fundraising 
campaign to develop a Missions 
Mobilization Center on the 
land. The campaign will seek to 
raise $1 million in cash, 
$500,000 in in-kind gifts, and 
$500,000 in volunteer labor. The 
campaign will seek gifts from 
individuals and foundations, 
but not from churches directly. 

The campaign will be 
announced officially at the 30-
year celebration of disaster 
relief at Linden Valley Baptist 
Conference Center on May 24. 
More details will follow. 

In other items, the Board 
approved allocations for the 
2008 Golden Offering for Ten
nessee Missions which has a 
goal of $1.7 million. 

Board members also 
authorized the creation of two 
subsidiary corporations to 
carry out Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries in the Chattanooga 
and Cookeville areas. Similar 
corporations already exist in 
Memphis, Martin, Nashville, 
and Knox Co1mty. 0 
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The Baptist association: Why Gocl ble:5ses 
gues 

• 
co umn~s 

By Robert Tyson 
----

Henry Blackaby encourages 
Christians to see where God is 
working and then join Him in 
the work. Over 300 hundred 
years ago, several Baptist 
churches began a new coopera
tive effort in North America. 
That effort is called the Baptist 
association. The Baptist associ
ation consists of churches of 
like faith and practice. They 
are churches that choose to 
cooperate together in order to 
help each other fulfill the Great 
Commission. When you look at 
the continuing growth of Bap
tist work through associations 
you see that God is blessing 
that work. 

Why or when does God bless 
the work of the Baptist associa
tion? God blesses His churches 
when they choose to lovingly 
cooperate/associate with each 
other in promoting His king-

dom. The Robertson County 
Baptist Association's mission 
statement captures the essence 
of this cooperative spirit. We 
are "a family of churches work
ing together in equipping and 
encouraging one another in ful
filling the Great Commission." 
As a result, God blesses each of 
us when we choose to work 
together for Him. 

Why God blesses the Bap
tist association should not sur
prise us. God wants us to look 
beyond ourselves and unite for 
the benefit of His kingdom. He 
encourages us to work togeth
er, to associate together, so we 
can encourage each other to 
faithfully follow Him. "Not for
saking the assembling of our
selves together . . . but exhort
ing one another: and so much 
more ... " (Hebrews 10:25). As 
no Christian should view him
self as self-sufficient, neither 
should any church. Sufficiency 
is found in dependence on 
Jesus, and Jesus encourages 
churches to pull together for 
the growing of His kingdom. 
Recently, many of the churches 
in our association participated 
in EKG Together: a Kingdom 

Focused On Mission Celebra
tion. Soon they will be partici
pating in Vacation Bible School 
emphases acr.oss a broad 
region. EKG Together and VBS 
are but two examples of what 
we can accomplish when we 
come together and exhort one 
another to be faithful servan ts 
of the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords. 

God's blessing of the Bap
tist association forces us to 
grapple with a critical ques-

tion. "Why don't more South
ern Baptists understand that 
their growth in Jesus requires 
them to pull together?" Is it 
possible that they have not 
been taught that God's Spirit 
is the Spirit of unity, not divi
sion? Is it possible that they 
have not learned that pulling 
together is an essential ele
ment to truly being a church 
on a mission (a missional 
church )? Is it possible that 
their definition of missions is 

• 

limih:d to trip:-. and b , ... king in 
the glow of wh. t thl~ h.' 
done? 

Tim Dt.'\nrborn. in IJ,•, ond 
Duty, C"h,tllengl"s. Ul:' to l'~p.tnd 
our underst.mdmg of '~h. t tl 
mean~ to be il nu~ion ll pt.~pl~ 
and therefore what it m~an!' to 
be a mt::;sJonnl churC'h . .. Chris· 
tians erroneousb thmk thnt 
God bus given them n n'Ht-;sion 
to perform m the world. It is 
not the church of God thot hns 
a mission in the world, but the 
God of mission who hn~ n 
church in the ,.,rorld." Wlwn 
local congregations work 
together, for the glory of God's 
kingdom, they are honorin~ n 
foundational principle of God's 
miSSIOn. 

This is what associationnl 
work is all about: local congre
gations working together to 
equip and encourage euch 
other to fulfill the Great Com
mission. If Henry Blackuby's 
advice is sound, we should se~ 
what God is doing through the 
Baptist association then join 
Him in the work. 0 - Tyson IS 

director of missions for Robert
son County Baptist Association, 
based in Springfield. 

Living life's last decade as a steward of God is imperative 
ords f { on1 

the o .rd 

By Johnnie C. Godwin 

Editor's Note: This is the first 
of three columns on what it 
means to be a "steward." 

According to U. S. mortuary 
tables, life expectancy for 
women is 80.4 years; for men 
it's 75.2 (Time, p. 45; May 19, 
2008). Given that statistic, I'm 
living in life's last decade 
because I'm 71. The Bible 
agrees: "The days of our years 
are three-score years and ten; 
and if by reason of strength 
they be fourscore years, yet is 
their strength labor and sor
row; for it is soon cut off, and we 
fly away" (Psalm 90:10). 

As an uncle of mine said 
upon my dad's death at age 78, 
"Life sure is short, ain't it?" 
When Mother turned 88, we 
asked her what she wished 
before she blew out her candles. 
She replied, "Since I've lived 
this long, I wished that I would 
go ahead and live to be 100." 
She died two days before turn
ing 89. 

Whew! This could be 
depressing if the focus were to 
be on death and life's brevity. 
However, I'm about as happy as 
I've ever been and am looking 
fon>;•ard to what's next. I may 
live lo be 100. Or my number 
may come up sooner; and I may 

get a God-given-Hezekiah
kind-of-reprieve for 15 more 
years (Isaiah 38:1-5). Regard
less of not knowing when I will 
fly away, I feel like Paul: "For 
me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain (Philippians 1:17). I find 
joy in still being in the amazing 
maze of God's will. And what I 
have to say is about the joy and 
opportunity of being God's 
steward in Christian living. 

Being a steward for God 
In his octogenarian years, 

Billy Graham said that he had 
been taught to prepare for 
death all of his life, but no one 
had taught him how to grow 
old. A friend of mine cited the 
financial focus: "From early 
childhood, I was taught to pre
pare financially for retirement; 
but no one prepared me for 
what to do with all the time I 
would have." So what's the 
upside of this downside matter? 

Actually, the upside is the 
same as it was in the beginning 
of our Christian journey: It is 
required of stewards that they 
be faithful and trustworthy (I 
Corinthians 4:2). Regardless of 
how old we may be when we fly 
away, our prayer should be, "So 
teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom" (Psalm 90:12). 
Regardless of strength and 
health. 

Rather than worry about the 
length of life, we should ask 
God what he wants us to 
exchange each day of living for. 
It's true that we never see aU
haul trailer attached to a 
hearse because "you can't take 

it with you." However, Christ
ian stewards can both send it 
ahead and have it follow them: 
"Lay up for yourselves treas
ures in heaven" (Matthew 6:20). 
"Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord . . . that they may 
rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them" (Revela
tion 14:13). 

So the challenge is to discov
er what God entrusts us with in 
each stage of life and be faithful 
stewards of it. For how long? 
Well, until Jesus returns or we 
go to be with Him - whether it 
be at an early-age, middle-age, 
or one closer to matching mor
tality tables. (More about that 
in part two of "steward.") 

What it means to be a 
steward of God 

The word "steward" in 
Hebrew or Greek or English 
basically first meant to be 
responsible for managing a 
household or something 
entrusted to one. The essential 
biblical truth is that God ere-
ates us and entrusts us to be 
His stewards with everything 
and everyone He deposits in 
our lives. What He entrusts us 
with, He expects us to return to 
Him better than when He gave 
it to us. Being a steward 
includes our total personhood, 
mates, families, careers, time, 
talents, possessions, and oppor
tunities. This stewardship even 
includes the world that God 
entrusted to our keeping to 
take care of for Him. 

God trusts us to be His 
stewards, and we each are 
accountable for trustworthy 

stewardship (Luke 16:2; I regardless of our age and stage 
Corinthians 4:2). To reject the of life. 
stewardship of what God The trouble with time 
entrusts us with and default The infamous cartoon char-
by burying it is wickedness acter Andy Capp thought and 
(Matthew 25: 14-30). If we thought about what to do with 
should bury what God gives us a day he had promised wife Flo 
to work with and invest our he would use. At last, he said, 
lives with, we ourselves fall in "Tch! That's the. trouble with 
the category of the wicked and time; it disappears while you're 
unfaithful servant. trying to decide what to do with 

But what if we should risk it." Being a steward calls for 
our one talent or many talents timely decision making. 
and fail? The motto on my high The late Elton Trueblood 
school class ring reads, "Not was my friend, and here's what 
failure, but low aim is crime." he said to me and others: "Each 
Similarly, when we yoke our chapter of life is good, and it's 
lives with God in Christ, we are good to know in which chapter 
aligned with the One who can you're living. I'm living in life's 
enable us - within His will - last chapter, and it's the beat 
to do all things (Philippians one- of all." He told me that 
4:13). The standard for judg- when he was in his 80s, and he 
ment seems to be failure to try lived to be 94. He was born in 
- rather than trying but fail- 1900 and counted that part of 
mg. the 19th century; he lived in 

God is both the One who the 20th century; and his goal 
gives us saving grace through was to live till 2001 so he could 
faith in Christ and is also the say he lived in three centuries. 
judge of our stewardship. When He didn't make it. But to me, 

~ stewards are faithful, God obvi- Elton modeled stewardship. 
ously loves to say, in so many Nevertheless, our Moclcl is to 
words, "Well done; here's more be the One who lived all his 
to do more with; enter into the earthly stewardship in Just 33 
joy of your Lord" (paraphrase of years. 
Matthew 25:21, 23). Living life's last decade -

This stewardship calling is and each decade - as a ~tcw
for all of life and not just the ard of God it; the cntJcally 
beginning or the youth years or important. thing for U.b lo do 
career years that tend to end in with time. Whatever your age. 
retirement or illness or death. commit to be God's steward in 
As long as we breathe, we're everything and say yes w Him 
stewards of the air and life God in it aJJ. More about being God' 
gives us. So the challenge is to steward next tim<· - Dco 
be faithful stewards in the last Volent.e ., - Copynght 2008 by 
decade as well as in all earlier Johnnie C Godw.n. E-mail 
decades. It's God's mandate johnn•egodwtnOcomcast net. 
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~o~-~· -of{ night sounds signaled end of simplicity 
By James"Porch process gave rise to the porch sitting. Dad would some- length of our outside time. 

' expression, "It's going to come how fold up in the swing, The bedrooms featured 12 
pear Aaron and Anna: up a fresh." . mama brought out her favorite foot ceilings, so designed for 

Once upon a time... On dry mghts in between ice cream table chair, and I sat summer heat to rise. Yet the 
Sorry, no fable, so I'll begin showers, the crickets and mos- on the floor of the porch, hang- tall structures never proved 

again. quitoes kept up a constant ing my feet off but not far to be effective, only trapping 
So, once upon a time in a announcement of their pres- down enough to tempt the the heat. 

real time during my childhood, ence. No real outdoor southern "boogers" waiting under the Then one night sometime in 
each season extending from summertime experience could open tiered house to snatch me the mid-1950's, we opted to 

• • ,1.1-·h warming of spring to the be enjoyed without the accom- into their dark chasm. Boogers abandon night sounds to go 
' cooling of late fall, folks shared paniment of a Black Flagg made noise also. As an old glare into the eye of the video 
· t!J.e value of night sounds. I mosquito sprayer. wood house cools display on channels 3, 12, and 
speak of a time before air con- Then, just about off at night, inter- 25. Gradually, the tube worked 
ditioning and television - the bedtime, my \he.J'g_~ 'Pa~ L?ttE>U mittent creaks a mesmerizing effect, and 
era of open windows and night father paraded L:.f*' ~n~A! .. , ~A~ - . . and groans invade nighttime became dominated 
sitting sessions in yards and through our the silence. by CBS, ABC, and NBC. · 
on porches, exposed to a vari- house seeking out Hoot owls Tragically, our loss of night 
ety of unusual symphonies, any uninvited always frightened sounds prompted little accom-
sudden noises, and mystery mosquito while 4 me. Each main- panying grief. Our immediate 
sounds d_efying recognition. pumping the tained no routine around--the-house place sue-
These nightly entertainments sprayer emitting of timing or place cumbed to the effect of an arti-
b d h d JaW>#• '!l.Q. 
· egan uring t e crow ing in a fine fog, filling to hoot. As a dis- ficial world begging to be seen. 
of darkness and continued on nostrils with the tanced hoot grew For years, the outside home 
past bedtime, unaltered by combined smell of diesel fuel, louder, I knew the feathered drama followed no script, 
window screens or latched coal oil, and insecticide. It predator perched in some tree stirred imagination, and 
screen doors adjacent to open worked! No self-respecting would soon begin ranging to prompted relaxation and soli
wood doors. mosquito dared to fly through begin hunting, often spying tude. In the transition to the 

Far to the west or north- such a cloud and hoped to live out our chicken house. Late in TV room a few feet from the 
\AI ... , .. ._ of our house, a low growl- to tell of his adventure. the night, his loud hoots would front porch, we traveled a long 
ing roll of thunder usually pre- Back outside, April through awaken me with a fright, dis- distance to replace God-creat-
ceded the stirring of the tall ·October, a critter combination placing my sleep for hours. ed outside sounds to enjoy the 
pine trees on the Methodist of frogs, whippoorwills, and A night time also featured comfort of entertainment. 
church property across our bob-whites blended their per- folk-made sounds. A train, Folks all over town fell vic
road. ~the wind sound rose sistent natural audio talents coal burning choo-choo, and tim to the same allurement 
and began rushing past, we to break the quietness and later roaring diesel, split the and simple nighttime sessions 
awaited the smell of coming peace of the otherwise still night into sections of time. of sitting, talking, and listen
drops of water, soon followed night. We went to bed after the 9 ing while outside lost out to a 
by downpours of rain clinking That trio of solos by God- p.m. Illinois Central west- desire to cloister away in 
on the tin roof. Such sounds made creatures, though absent bound switched paper wood house boxes up and down the 
even sung me to sleep more from my ears for decades, still cars and passed through streets. And even more tragi
petter, except for the infancy echo in my memory to take me town. Occasionally a car cally, such was the beginning 
years when my mama hum- back to an era filled with passed the house, kicking up of the end of neighborhoods of 

lll'tLea hymns to the timing of a imagination and wonder about dust, and conversation imme- a long time ago. 0- Copyright 
creaking rocker. sounds from unseen sources. diately changed to, "Who was by James Porch, executive 

To the older folks, the soun.d Mom, Dad, and I spent most that?" Nighttime summer director-treasurer of the Ten-
of such a wind and rain evenings in the pleasantry of heat could also determine the nessee Baptist Convention. 

extreme dream or a glimps~ at reality? 
ue:;r 
olu41noL;:r 

By Kathy McBroom 

As I woke up on a recent 
Saturday morning, I could not 
stop thinking about the previ
ous night's dream nor could I 
stop the tears that were so 
freely flowing. The dream had 
pierced my soul, and I will not 
soon forget it. It was so vivid, 
and the emotions were so real. 
In my dream Robert had been 
asked to preach at a small, 
rural church. 

My dream started with my 
daughter Hannah and I sitting 
in the pew as the church went 
through the usual song service 
prior to the preaching. The 
mood of the entire congregation 
was one of total disrespect. Peo
ple were talking and laughing 
nonstop, not paying any atten
tion to what was taking place. 
The songs being sung were sec
ular songs. A soloist attempted 
to call special music her 

singing along with the original 
artist on a CD. Towards the end 
of the song, she just sat down 
letting the song play on until it 
finished. After all, what did it 
matter that she was singing? 

I distinctly remember one 
lady wearing a large, white 
hat. She seemed to have an 
arrogant attitude, with her 
head held high. My heart ached 
as I saw so many people 
attending this service, but no 
one worshiping. 

I searched for some evidence 
of God in the music only to find 
none. As we sang, two youth 
stood up and started to wave 
their arms in the air, mocking 
those that might raise their 
hands in worship. No one 
stopped these two, and many 
just laughed. As I watched this 
whole charade, Hannah and I 
kept looking at each other in 
disbelief. How could they enter 
God's house so irreverently? 
How could they enter into His 
presence so nonchalantly? One 
thought prevailed throughout 
my dream: this happens in 
churches every Sunday. Could 
that be possible? 

Before Robert entered the 

pulpit to ·preach, he walked to 
the front of the church, picked 

~ 

up the communion table. The 
old, worn out decorations on it 
did not move; they were glued 
down. To me, this was symbolic 
of the old traditions that no 
longer serve a purpose. Robert 
walked to the back of the 
church carrying the table and 
threw it out into the foyer. 
Then, my dream ended. 

This dream haunted me the 
next Sunday morning as I 
attended worship at our 
church. My dream was very 
extreme, or was it? 

I could not help but think ... 
Does this happen in church

es every Sunday? 
Is there a total disrespect for 

God's house in some congrega
tions? 

Are people attending for all 
the wrong reasons? 

Are people not standing 
against disrespect for God's 
house? 

Have we forgotten how to 
worship, or did we ever know? 

This dream so impressed me 
that I become very emotional 
and must redirect my thoughts 
when it comes to mind. It is 

more than I can bear. Why does 
it affect ine so? 

I am guilty. I have entered 
God's house totally unprepared 
to worship God, taking it all so 
casually. I have been guilty of a 
nonchalant attitude when I 
should be on my knees crying 
out for God to have mercy on 
me, a sinner in desperate need 
of Him. 

Oh God, help us to hunger 
for You as if my life depended 
on Your every Word. Help me to 
have a passion for You as I sing 
and allow not only my voice, 
but my soul to sing. Help me 
not to care what others think 
but to seek to please the One 
Who matters most; my sweet 
Jesus. Lord, save us from com
placency in our worship, for 
this must be Satan's plan. Oh 
God, show us how to truly wor
ship you with all that we are. 
Help true worship to be our 
focus everyday, not just on Sun
day, so that our lost world can
not help but fall in love with 
Jesus and know true peace for
ever and ever. 0 - McBroom 
lives in Jackson where her hus
band, Robert, is pastor of Madi
son Baptist Church. 

rref~ 'C i ns 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Good neighbors 
The Bible admonishes us to 

"love our neighbors as yourself' 
(Leviticus 19:18). 

God has made that easy in 
my case. I have had the same 
neighbors on either side of my 
house for almost 23 years. 

Both families are among the 
finest I have ever known. One 
family is Catholic; the other 
Baptist. For obvious reasons I 
want to mention the Baptists
Vize and Jean Dotson. 

Mr. Dotson retired many 
years ago but is still very active. 
He truly has been a good neigh
bor. Whenever I needed a tool or 
other piece of hardware, all I 
had to do was ask. He owns a 
ladder that I have probably 
used as much as he has. 

When our daughter Joanna 
was small she would climb a tree 
in our front yard. When she 
couldn't get down, she would yell 
''help, help," and if Joyce didn't 
hear her first, Mr. Dotson would 
come over and get her down. 

We had a dog at one time 
who thought Mr. Dotson was 
wonderful. I later found out 
why. Mr. Dots on didn't own a 
dog, but he would buy dog bis
cuits and come over to our fence 
every day and feed "Smoky." 

He truly is one of the finest 
Christian men I have ever 
known. 

Today, Mr. Dotson and his 
wife are "churchless." He was 
one of 71 plaintiffs who recently 
was voted out of Two Rivers 
Baptist Church. Though he and 
the others simply wanted 
access to some church financial 
records, they were labeled as 
"troublemakers." 

I don't know most of the 
other 70 plaintiffs. But I sus
pect most are like Mr. Dotson 
and the one or two other plain
tiffs that I know. If so, to group 
them all together under this 
label is unfair. 

This is not an indictment 
against Two Rivers Baptist 
Church. They are autonomous 
and are free to do anything they 
want. 

Just remember that there are 
two sides to every story. And, if 
everyone involved would be com
pletely honest, hopefully all 
would agree that both sides have 
made mistakes. People, especial
ly Christians, need to learn the 
art of disagreeing "agreeably." 

Regardless, I wanted to set 
the record straigh~ for at least 
one of the "troublemakers." 

My family and I have been 
blessed by this "troublemaker" 
and his wife for 22-plus years 
and we hope that relationship 
continues for years to come. 

The Dotsons truly have 
made it easy to "love your 
neighbor as yourself." 0 
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Now U.S. congressman . 

Family's faith influenced former Ul quarterback 
By Tom Strode 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - Heath Shuler is 
that rares t of Democrats in Congress -
the pro-lifer. 

The congressman from western 
North Carolina established himself last 
year, his fi r s t in the House of Represen
tatives, as one of the h alf-dozen most 
r eliably pro-life Democrats in t hat 
chamber. Shuler and five other Democ
ratic members compiled 85 per cent vot
ing records, according to th e scorecard 
compiled by the Nat ional Right to Life 
Committee (NRLC), making them the 
top pro-life congressmen in t heir party. 

In contrast, 197 House Democrats 
received ratings of 0 from NRLC. 

Despite his status in a party that is 
overwhelmingly commit ted to abortion 
righ ts, Shuler, a Sout hern Baptist , says 
he feels no pressure t o conform when a 
vote on a "life" issue approaches. 

"Th ey know who I am, how I st and, 
and they never ask any questions," he 
told Baptist Press. "They can go find 
someone else to push on, because they 
know they'll never get it out of me." 

Even some of the leading pro-life 
Republicans rated no better than 85 per
cent in NRLC's 2007 ratings. New J er 
sey's Chris Smith - widely considered 
the pro-life leader of the House - along 
with Ohio's Steve Chabot and Virginia's 
Frank Wolf all received scores of 85. 
Like Shuler, they voted for a Medicare 
prescription bill that NRLC opposed 
because it believed the measure would 
preven t the elderly from ::;pending their 
own money on drugs. 

Shuler, t hough, extends his pro-life 
stance beyond such issues as abortion, 
embryonic stem cell research, and 
cloning. To be pro-life, for him, means 
voting for government proposals in sup
port of prescription benefits for the old 
and h ealth care for the young. Also 
unlike many conservative Republicans, 
he has declined t o endorse a constitu-
tional amendment to define marriage as 
between a man and a woman, though he 
opposes "gay marriage." 

There is no question Shuler, 36, is one 
of t he more conservative congressmen in 
a party dominated by liberal s. He 
defeated an eight-term Republican con
gressman , Charles Taylor, in 2006 by 
winning 54 percent of the vote in a dis
trict where, he says, "in some instances 
there's very few differences in some of 
our rural areas in west ern North Caroli
na that separ at e the two parties." 

He is a member of the Blue Dog 
Coalit ion , which focuses on fiscal 
respons ibility and describes itself as a 
group that gives "moderate and conser
vative Democrats in t he House of Repre
sentatives a common sense, bridge
building voice within the institution." 

Shuler made a name for himself in 
western North Carolina as t he star 
quarterback of state championship 
teams at Swain County High School. He 
also excelled at th e nearby University of 
Tennessee, winning Southeastern Con
ference Player of the Year honors in 
1993 and finished second in Reisman 
'ITophy balloting. He was a firs t-round 
selection in the Nation al Footba ll 
League's 1994 draft, but after five years 
in the league and a series of foot 
injuries, Shuler retired . 

The member of Biltmore Ba ptist 
Church in Arden, N.C., succeeded as a 
small business owner, open ing a real 

estate brokerage firm and several real righ th in the workplnc . th" Emplo • 
estate companies before running for ment J. on-di~criminntion , \ t"t, In t l'-=ar: 
Congress. Do you favor n con~tilutionnJ nnwnd-

Shuler's positions in Washington ment to prot~t or dt.~finc m:trri \gt as 
have been shaped by his family and his [between a mnn nnd a wom n)? 
faith . SHULER: Wlw n I wn~ mnn i d in 

A brief, written message Shuler 's North Carolinn, I mean . I '''"s married 
mother gave him before he entered high in the presence of God. Thnt's '' ho put 
school made an impression on him that us together. And the Bible doc$n't say 
remains to this day. that [same-sex marriage is ) correct. So 

"She gave me a note, and on this note whether it be a constitutional umend-
it says, 'Heath , make each and every ment, it really gets down to your pcr~on-
decision as if I am standing beside you. al beliefs. And I don 't believe thnt thaCs 
For when I am not, Jesus Christ always right. I mean, the sanctity of mnrrioge 
is.' between one man and one womnn -

"(l]n the back of my mind, that that's what I believe in. [Ylou con do 
always has weighed in," Shuler told anything you want to - constitutions, 
Bapti st Press. laws, and stuff - it really becomes at 

Today, another message weighs on the end of the day: "I answer to God." At 
his mind. the end of my time here on earth, that's 

"Now my note to myself reads, who I'll answer to. 
'Heath, make each and every decision as BAPTIST PRESS: Do you have nny 
if Navy, Island, and Nikol (his two chil- plans to work for change in the pnrty 
dren and wife) are s t a nding beside platform on the abortion issue nnd the 
[you], for when they are not there, Jesus FORMER UNIVERSITY OF TENNES- marriage issue? 
always is,'" he said. "And obviously the SEE quarterback Heath Shuler is that SHULER: I ca n talk loud, nnd I can 
ultimate is your relationship with rarest of Democrats _ a pro-lifer. He's say as much as I would like, and 1 think 
Christ." we need more people that are Blue Doga/so a Southern Baptist, a member of 

Shuler discussed faith, politics, and like members in this House, whether it Biltmore Baptist Church in Arden, N.C. 
his policy positions in a March interview be more Republicans who are moder-
with Baptist Press in his Capitol Hill church to h elp those who cannot help ates and more Democrats who are mod
office. Here is a portion of the edited themselves." And she says, "Jesus sur- erates. If you look at our society, if you 
transcript from that interview. rounded Himself by being able to be look at our district, there's 10 percent 

BAPTIST PRESS: Why did you with the people that He needed to help on each side who do a lot of talking on a 
decide to go into politics and run for most." ... I felt like that it best repre- lgt of issues, and you've got 80 percent 
Congress? · sented who I am as a person is to help of America in the middle. And so, we 

SHULER: Well, I saw a true need. I those who cannot help themselves, I need more Blue Dog-like members in 
think in my life I have had many bless- mean, those who are less fortunate, this House that we can get some things 
ings bestowed upon me, and I feel that [I those who are poor. You know, people done, and it's not about political parties. 
have) an opportuni~to help people and beat the system. I'm not the one to judge It's tixne that w& get to the. point wh~re 
to give back. You knO:w you can do a lot them. At a later day, there will be some- it's about what's right for America and 
individually in your community, as so one else that they'll have to answer to. not what's right for the majority party 
many people do. And this was a way that But I want to be able to help people. A or the minority party. And there's way 
I felt like I could even give back even lot of it, in a district like mine, it's which too much politics here in Washington, 
more. We had gone through a lot of job family you're born into. Obviously there way too much. We need to start doing 
losses in North Carolina. The textile [are] differences, but in some instances what's right for America. If you look at 
industry basically continues . to fade there's very few differences in some of my voting record, I'm a very independ· 
away, and we lost a significant number our rural areas in western North Caroli- ent voter. When it come~to the issues, I 
of our jobs .... The more people I talked na that separate the two parties. vote how I feel the people of my district 
to the more they said, "Hey, why don't BAPTIST PRESS: You know there's want me to vote, not [how] any particu· 
you run for office?" And I said, "Why, I've no Democrat in the House of Represen- Jar party would like for me to vote. So 
never had any idea of running for office. tatives who has a better pro-life voting we've got to get to the point where we're 
I've never served in a public capacity in record, at least in this session of Con- in the middle where mos t of America is. 
that aspect." I recognized pretty quickly gress, according to National Right to The fringe groups aren't acceptable. It's 
. .. the ways that you could help here in Lif~'s voting scale. Of course, you're part just not acceptable, because the majori· 
Wasbin·gton and get our country back on of a party, though, that supports abor- ty of our America is in the middle. 
the straight path. Our national debt tion rights. How does that play out for BAPTIST PRESS: Do you have hopes 
continues to be a thorn in America. you on that issue, especially in your the Democratic Party one day wilJ be 
Whether it be in the Bible or anything, interaction with the leadership? pro-life on the sanctity of life issue? 
debt's not good. We don't practice it at SHULER: It's like my first conversa- # SHULER: Sure. I hope so .... If you 
home. We don't practice it in our church- tion with Nancy Pelosi ... . I said, "Look, talk to some of my colleagues and how 
es. We don't practice it in our business- never ask me how I'm going to vote when they stand on those issues ... , I don't 
es. But unfortunately our government's it comes to my faith." And a lot of things think any of them are for abortion. They , 
practicing it's better to borrow than it is that I vote on is based upon that. So, she's don't want unborn children to be abort· 
to save and cut wasteful spending. So never once asked me to change my view ed. They don't want th at . I think what , 
we've got some challenges ahead of us .... when it comes to voting, whether it be we have to do is really make s ure that 
I don't want to get political, but if you pro-life issues or other issues that pertain we have a support cast .... [L )et 's make 
look at these last seven, eight years, to that. She's never asked me, and I don't sure we support the people who are hav· 
we've borrowed more money [in] this think she ever will. She's kept her word. ing to make these decis ions and have an 
administration than all other adminis- She believes in me, and she knows my opportunity to witness to them. Some 
trations combined from foreign coun- belief. And so I think it's made it a good people don't know what l ove'~:; a bout. You 
tries. We spend more money in paying working relationship. put your arm around them and you tell 
our interest on our national debt to for- BAPTIST PRESS: When those them that you love them and tha t you're 
eign countries than we do in education, kind[s] ofvotes come up, like on funding here for.. them and you can help them. 
veterans' health care, and conservation for embryonic stem cell research and We don't have enough of tha t in thia 
combined. And that's jus t unacceptable abortion, do you feel pressure anywhere country. 
- that we put our country in such a bad from within your party? BAPTIST PRESS: Looking bock over 
situation. We've got to get a handle on it. SHULER: No. They know who I am, these. I guess, 14 months you've been in 

BAPTIST PRESS: Why did you how I stand, and they never ask any the House, any specific example that 
choose to run as a Democrat? questions. They can go find someone else pops out in your mind of how your faith 

SHULER: Well, I grew up as a Demo- to push on, because they know they11 has really impacted wha t you've done? 
crat . My grandmother was very, very never get it out of me. We haven 't had an SHULER: I think one ofthe very fird 
influential in my life, jus t as my parents abortion vote per se in the House, you votes was lon} embryonic s t e m ceO 
were. I asked my grandmother. I said, know. (funding} .... Was it a tough decision? 
"Grandma, why are you a Democrat?" BAPTIST PRESS: I noticed you voted No, jt was, "1'ha t's life, tha t's a chil~ 
She says, "Look , just as we're taught in against a bill to protect homosexual that's an unborn child." :1 

c 
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__ red I'BC executive director ltonorecf once again 
For BaptiSt and Reflector The couple spoke at the 

, event, mentioning several 
SHELBYVILLE - Tom things about their lives, includ

ifadden, retired executive ing their service to Tennessee 
director-treasurer, Tennessee Baptists, reported Stacy Mur
Baptist Convention, and his phree of the TBC staff. 
wife, Edna Earle, recently were Madden served the TBC as 
named Who's Who Among Ten- executive director from 1979-
nessee Nursing Home Resi- 89. Murphree and some of her 

! ~[dents by the State ofTennessee family members were among 
.a.ccuth Care Agency. The Mad- those guests invited for the 

:fdeJlS are residents of the Bed- event. 
' 

County Nursing Home To send a card to the Mad-
here. dens, mail it in care of them at 

· the Bedford County Nursing 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Lincoln Park Baptist Church is 
now accepting applications for 
pastor of this inner city church. 
Resume, personal statements, 
and references should be mailed 

Pastor Search Committee, 
Chicamauga Ave., Knoxville, 
37917. Visit our website at 

1••n••"••.LincolnParkChurch.org for 
about our church 

.'=>nt:'l to apply online . 
.... .... .... .... • • • • 

f3ethel B~ptist Church in Green
brier, Tenn., .25 miles north of 
Nashv.iUe...just off 1-65, is prayer
fully sa&Ring a full-time pastor to 
lead a membership of approxi
mately 500. Please send resume 
to the Pastor Search Committee, 
c/o Brad Herring, 7022 Bethel 
Road, Greenbrier, TN 37073 . 

.... ..... .... .... 
~ . . . 

Seeking experienced bivocation
aJ pastor. Send resume to New 

el Baptist Church, 1832 
64W, Shelbyville, · TN 

B7160. 

Our large, Southern Baptist 
Church is seeking an experi

ced, spirit-directed man of 
vision to lead our congregation 

a higher level of service. We 
believe God has already pre
pared a gifted preacher, with a 

eart for evangelism, disciple-
ship, and missions, to follow His 
call to our church. We are 
blessed with a wonderful facility, 
a great staff, and a supportive 
and loving congregation. Inter
ested? Please contact the 
Pastor Search Committee of 
.oro.:.t Bridge Baptist Church at 

gbbcpastorsearch @cox. net or 
via P. 0. Box 16432, Ches
lapeake, VA 23328-1643 . 

.) + •!• •!• 
lGap Creek Baptist Church, a 
!conservative member of the 
Cumberland Gap Baptist Asso
lciation in Claiborne County 
Tenn., is accepting applications 
for a full-time pastor. Experience 
is preferred. Gap Creek has an 
active membership of over 300 
and is growing. If possible, send 
a· CD or DVD of your sermon 
along with a resume. Send 
resume to Gap Creek Baptist 
Church, Attn: Troy Poore, P. 0. 
Box 1n, Arthur, TN 37707. You 
may send your resume by e-mail 
to trpoore@hotmail.com or fax to 
(423) 869-8777. 

Home, 835 Union St., Room 15, 
Shelbyville, TN 37160. 0 

The Ughthouse 
Christian Beach Retreat 
And Conference Center 

Orange Beach, Alabama. 
Directly on the Gulf of Mexico. 
Ideal for church beach retreats. 

from 10 to 84 people. $30 per night 
per person donation. A ministry of 

Romar Beach Baptist Church 
Call Don @ (251) 752-2366. 

. .... _~ '-"a.•· ........ 

HOLDING THE AWARDS naming them Who's Who Among Tennessee Nursing Home Residents are 
Edna Earle and Tom Madden. They were honored at an event held at the Bedford County Nursing Home 
where the Maddens live. They are joined by Stacy Murphree, left, of the TBC staff, and Casey and Car
oline f3urrahm, Stacy's sister and niece. Murphree and Burrahm are members of Midland Heights Bap
tist Church, Shelbyville. 



Power Up Your Sunday 
S-chool Conference, First 

Baptist Church, 
New Tazewell 

July21-25 

- - . . . ' 
. . 

I • ~ • ' • 

' . 

P-Ww.et Up Your Sunday 
~Conference, Kirby 
~Baptist Church, 

Memphis 

PowerUp~rSunday 
~1<~ .... - SdiaolCoill'en!nce. One 

Faith FeJIOiuiwp Church. 
-..:...::....;'-'•·--.~ Memphis 

"Builditzg healtlry churches empowered by the pr~setue of God." 

lndep~ndence Day 



-
Augtis16-16 Malta Prayer Blitz, Malta 

August 6-16 Malta Prayer Blitz, Malta 

I 1 

Association Secretaries 
Celebration, Baptist Center~ 

Brentwood 

Power l!lp Your Sunday School 
€onference, Dixie Lee Baptist 

Church, Lenoir City 

August 11-14 Pastor - Staff leadership Summit Carson Springs Baptist Conference Center, Newport 

Power Up Your Sunday 
Schoof Conferenc~ 

• SQring Creek Baf)!ist 
Church, ClarksviOe 

Power UJ!> Y-our Sunday 
Scho0l Conference, 

Springfield Baptist Church, 
Springfield 

Power Up Your Sunday 
School Conference, First 

Baptist Church. 
Tullahoma 

Power Up Your Suhday 
School Conference, First 

Baptist Church, McKenzie 

Power Up Your Sunday 
School Conference, 
Englewood Bapti<:t 

Church, JackSon 

Power Up Your Sunday 
School Conference, 

Brainerd Baptist Church 
(Brainerd Crossroads), 

Chattanooga 
Power Up Your Sunday 
School Conference, First 

Baptist Church, Cookeville 
August 20-22 Professional Certification for Ministry Assistants, Baptist Center, Brentwood 

August 25-26 Power Up Your Sunday School 
Conference, Broadway Baptist Church, Maryville 

August 25-26 Power Up Your Sunday School 
Conference, East Tennessee location, TBA 

Power Up Your Sunday 
School Conference, first 
Baptist Church, Whitwell 

Power Up Your Sunday 
School Conference, 

Wood mont Baptist Church, 
Nashville 

Tennesse~ M;ens (i:lo~le. 
l?eJifGr(T'lanpe-at HfeWay, 
llfymma llka~mch fveAt, 

S<Ehe11mem~rn Symphony 
Center, Nashville 

l'n!sdlool &Chlldn!n'l Qiort' ~ 
Tr.Mlng Wo~flojJ B~e 8;fptfit 

C:horth.Ham.-.on 

Weekd;ry Early Education Conference, 
first BaptfstCilurcll, SfnYrna 

Powerl!/p Your Sundi!y. School 
Conferertce.Nprth~e Oaptlst 

Churl:h.MurfreesJlOrr> 

Equipping Mfsslo!'ls L'=Jide~ ·West 
Tenn<!ssee,Flrst Bapti~t Church, 

Humboldt 

Power Up Your Sunday School 
Conference..Rrst Baptist Oltsrch, Selmer 

Equipping Mi$$ion~ Leaders- Middle 
Tennessee. Arst Baptilt Church, 

Lebanon 

Pr~hOol & Children's Choir Rt!glonol 
Training Workshop, Tulip Grove BaptiSt 

Church, Old Hickory 

Equipping Missions Leaders 
- East Tennessee, Chilhowee 

Hills Baptist Church, 
Knoxville 

Women's Evangelism 
Conference - Beautiful Feet, 

West Jackson Baptist 
Church, Jackson 
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NASHVILLE Each 
Thursday morning during the 
school year for 33 years women 
have gathered at Woodmont 
Baptist Church here to help 
each other. 

Recently about 25 women 
gathered who were from Japan, 
Afghanistan, and Italy. They 
dropped their children off at 
the church's nursery. Then they 
joined small groups for Eng
lish, cultural, and Bible classes 
or got ready for field trips to 
grocery stores or homes. 

experience."' said Gra
ham, whose husband, 
Bill, is retired from 
the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nash
ville, (now LifeWay 
Christian Resources). 

Graham noted 
that the ministry has 
helped women and 
their families from 97 
different countries. 
She added that the 
workers "are the best 
group of volunteers 
I've ever worked 
with." 

Elizabeth Childs of 

• 

---• -• -----
Other women joined them. West Franklin Bap LEADERS OF International Friends of Nashville Crievewood Methodist Church, Nashville; Mary El/91 

Stevens, Hillsboro Baptist Church, Franklin; Jeanh 
Taylor, Woodmont Christian Church, Nashville; Franc 
Watson, Woodmont Baptist; Elsie Graham, Brenlwoo( 
Baptist; Mary Etta Roaden, Woodmont Baptist; Bett) 
Fallis, Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville; and Lauric 
Sackett, Hillsboro Baptist. 

They were teachers and lead
ers from Baptist, Methodist, 
and Christian churches. They 
included retired schoolteachers 
and college professors, women 
who had served as short-term 
and long-term missionaries, 
and women who simply wanted 
to help internationals. All 
agreed they learned from the 
internationals as they taught 
them. 

Many of the leaders have 
served for many years. 

Elsie Graham, a former 
school teacher who is a member 
of Brentwood Baptist Church, 
Brentwood, has served in 
International Friends here for 
23 years and said she will miss 
it. The ministry's last session 
was May 15. 

tist Church, Franklin, 
said she has worked 
with International 
Friends for about 15 
years. Through the 
ministry she helped a 
woman from a Mus

pause on May 8 during one of the last sessions of the 
ministry which is held at Woodmont Baptist Church, 
Nashville. They are, fro'!' left, Cornie Belle McCloud, 
Brook Hollow Baptist Church, Nashville; Nell Magee, 
Glendale Baptist Church, Nashville; Hap Bryant, 
Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood; Sue Bean, 

lim country and 
befriended her. Childs picked 
the woman up for years to 
transport her to International 
Friends. The woman lived with 
relatives because her husband 
couldn't leave the country. 

Childs said she saw the 
woman become a Christian as 
a result of International 
Friends. Several years ago the 
woman had to stop attending 
because of health problems. 

The leaders of the ministry 
struggled with closing the min
istry, explained Nell Magee, 
director. They were not able to 
recruit younger leaders and 
continued financial support. 

Betty Fallis of Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Nashville, has 
served in the ministry for 11 
years. She became involved 
after she retired from teaching 
public school and began serv
ing in other countries. Fallis 
served in Jamaica through the 
Peace Corps for two years and 
taught English in China for 
four summers and in Poland 

TEACHING ENGLISH is Francis Watson, left, of Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashvi/18. She works witl 

Graham said she was glad 
the ministry continued for so 
many years. She has always 
been very active in Woman's 
Missionary Union and "had an 
interest in missions," she 
explained. She became involved 
in teaching English as a Second 
Language to internationals 
through her church and then 
visited International Friends. 

"It's just been a wonderful 

one summer. 
Fallis, who also worked for 

the Christian Life Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, said she enjoyed the 
ministry because she was able 
to do volunteer work closer to 
home. 

Magee, retired from student 

Yoko Nozaki, center, and Yuki/so Sa to of Japan. 

work at the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, has been involved 
with International Friends, 
Nashville, for about 12 years. 

Magee said the ministry was 
begun by the late Benton 
Williams, also of student work 
at the BSSB, and was adopted 
by Baptists and others in many 
different states where Interna
tional Friends is still offered. 
The ministry also has been a 

role model, said Magee, for sim
ilar ministries. Participants 
were referred to those min
istries in the area. 

She thanked the many 
churches and individuals who 
have financially supported the 
ministry. Magee especially 
thanked Woodmont Baptist for 
hosting International Friends 
for 33 years and coordinating 
the nursery. International 

Friends paid for the nurser 
workers. 

She also thanked Tim Hill ( 
the Tennessee Baptist Convei; 
tion staff and the TBC for pr< 
viding Bibles in various lar 
guages for the ministry. 

Magee said that all of th 
participants had "been inti'( 
.duced to the Christian fait 
and a number have becom 
believers." 0 

TBC .employees honored by Executive Board during board meeting 
HONORED FOR THEIR TENURE by the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention Executive Board dur
ing its May 13 meeting here were, from left in 
photo to right, Denise Bronaugh, Woman~ Mis
sionary Union adult specialist, five years; Jerry 
Essary, West Tennessee cluster strategist, five 
years; Stacy Murphree, college/summer mis
sions specialist, collegiate ministries group, five 
years; Kent Shingleton, youth evangelism spe
cialist, 10 years; Candy Phillips, WMU executive 
director/treasurer, five years; Lonnie Wilkey, edi
tor, Baptist and Reflector, 20 years; Barbara 
Owens, Sunday SchooVDiscipleship assistant, 
five years; Gene Williams, church ministries spe
cialist, 10 years; Carol Davidson, missions/min
istries assistant, 20 years; Tammy Harris, min
istries coordinator, administrative assistant, five 
years; and Bettie Lackey, mail room coordinator, 
20 years. 
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Nas~ville physicians return to Baptist Medical Center in Ghana 
By Connie.eavis Bus~ey" medical equipment of the Unit- age- 78 -he doesn't even buy 
Baptist and Reflector" ed States. green bananas, he joked. 
j They also saw miracles occur The first day Dunn, a mem-

NASHVILLE - "There are and people who were aware that her of Woodmont Baptist 
great needs there," said Dewey they needed God, reported Church, Nashville, and Renfro 
punn of his recent 21-day mis- Dunn, gastroenterologist, and were there, 800 Ghanaians 
~ions effort at the Baptist Med- Renfro, retired surgeon. They waited for treatment at the cen-

Center in Nalerigu, Ghana. were able to help many people ter's clinic. The medical workers 
Fellow physician, Roy Ren- physically, and saw many saw patients from early in the 

who accompanied Dunn, helped spiritually, they report- morning until about 10 p.m. 
l~?~uu, "We hated to leave. That's ed. They were serving for their One reason for the large crowd 

truth." third year. was the fact that clinic had been 
The two men worked long Sometimes, said Renfro, a canceled on Good Friday 

t1o1JIS helping the two mission- member of Forest Hills Baptist because of Easter. Usually clinic 
doctors there, Ghanaian Church, Nashville, he would feel is offered three days a week. 

and other medical vol- like his efforts were "just a drop That day medical workers and 
They worked in 110 in the bucket," he said. However, hospital chaplains saw many 

tte~ree heat. They helped treat he knew he was making a differ- Ghanaians accept Christ, said 
~""'"J• many patients. And they ence. He will return, he said, if Dunn. About one-half otGhana

without the modern his health allows though at his ians in this northern region of 

::-... ,ev DUNN, physician in Nashville, checks a boy who is a patient at the 
Ban,tist Medical Center, Nalerigu, Ghana. The hoy's hand is elevated 
tJat'!aLrsa of a snake bite. 

-

the country are Mus
lim. 

Renfro and mission
ary doctor George Faile 
performed a wide spec
trum of surgery includ
ing trauma surgery 
involving a serious gun • 
shot wound with recov-
ery. Each de.y the sur
geons performed about 
three C-sections on 
pregnant ladies in dis
tress. Renfro removed 
many tumors. He re
paired an abscess in the 
pelvis and perforated 
rectum of a very young 
baby. He treated cases of 
perforated appendix 
and ileum due to 
typhoid. The Nashville 
surgeon also removed a 
tumor from a boy's 
mouth which almost 
limited his ability to eat. 

Simple Church Conference 
with Co-author Eric Geiger 

Tri-Cities Baptist Church, Gray 

June 2, 2008 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Topics to be discussed: 

• What are the basic principles of the "simple church?" 

• How can those principles be implemented in our 

local context? 

Lots of discussion and dialogue. 

Cost $.25 per person (includes lunch). Deadline for registering for 

the lunch is May 23, 2008. Call Sullivan Baptist Association (423) 

378-4863 to register, or e-mail office@sullivanba.org. 

Co-sponsored by the Tennessee Baptist Convention, Sullivan Baptist 

Association, Holston Baptist Association, Holston Valley Baptist Associ

ation, and Watauga Baptist Association. 

1 
I 

ROY RENFRO, retired surgeon of Nashville, makes notes on a 
patient at the Baptist Medical Center in Nalerigu, Ghana, recently. 

-
Renfro said it was a chal-

lenge to be understood because 
of the 20 or so languages spoken 
there. He said often a person in 
a nearby bed could translate 
when the translator or Ghana-
ian nurses couldn't. 

Dunn repor ted this year 
.many things were better at the 
medical center. More medical 
workers from the states were 
there to assist Faile and mis
sionary doctor Earl Hewitt. 
They work with missionary 
pharmacist J ane Paysinger · 
from Tennessee. Other medical 
workers there were seven senior 
medical students and one nurse 
who were serving as short-term 
volunteers. Other short-term 
workers arrived before Dunn 
and Renfro left - physicians 
George Sun and Brendan- Rea
gan who are members of Grace 
Community Church, Nashville. 

Another good development at 
the hospital this year was the 
availability of treatment for 
HIV at another missions hospi
tal, said Dunn. 

He reported a miracle 
occurred while there when he 
found an instrument at the hos
pital he had sought for months 
in the U.S. He used it to perform 
19 procedures, h e reported. 

Dunn also told of a man who 
came in who had been treated 
previously for an ulcer. He need
ed surgery, said Dunn, but 
before the surgery, the man, 
with help from a hospital chap
lain, accepted Christ. 

"The surgery went very well," 
said Dunn. "God answered our 
prayer wh en we were desperate 
and called upon Him." 

He also saw an elderly man 
who had come a long distance to 
the hospital. Dunn couldn't find 
any specific cause for his emaci
ation - no tumor, no obvious 
infection, no HIV - but he 
seemed to be near death. The 
man's family wanted him to be 
admitted, so Dunn did and 
started IV fluids and antibiotics. 
The man was found to have 
tuberculosis, which is treatable, 
and moved to the hospital's TB 
ward. 

Dunn said the medical work
ers treated about three people 
every day with snake bites. 

One day he tried to treat a 
woman who was having some 
physical problems but also had 
some psychiatric problems 

based on th e fact that she 
wouldn't talk or eat after being 
treated at the hospital previous
ly, said Dunn. She may have 
been influenced by the Ghana
ian belief in demons and fetish
es, he explained. 

Anoth er case involved a 
young boy who was running a 
fever of 103 degrees. Dunn 
couldn't find the source of his 
infection. Then Dunn felt led by 
God to have a chest X-ray made. 
It showed pneumonia though 
the boy didn't have any "physi
cal findings," said Dunn. 

When Dunn told the father 
the good news about his son, he 
asked him about his faith. The 
man said the boy was going to a 
Baptist church but he did not go 
to church. Dunn told the man 
that God had just performed a 
miracle on his son and asked 
the man to meet with the hospi
tal chaplain, who led him to 
Christ. 

Sometimes even the doctors 
"didn't know what the entire 
process was," said Dunn, but 
patients recovered. 

''We used what we had to be 
able to help with these serious 
situations." 

Dunn said he practiced "con
stant prayer'' there, which in 
reality was "praying before it 
was too late." 

The two physicians also 
attended church services at the 
local Baptist church which 
involved a "lot of celebrating 
and praising," described Dunn. 
He always brings a set of drum 
sticks for the church's drummer. 
The first year Dunn visited the 
church, the boy was using sticks 
from a tree as drum sticks. 

Dunn asked for prayer for 
the International Mission Board 
to appoint more full-time med
ical workers to the Baptist Med
ical Center in N alerigu and for 
the medical workers there. 
Knoxville physician David 
Stockton is serving there cur
rently with another physician 
and lab technologist from 
Knoxville. All are volunteers. 

"It's important for people to 
be used there 24 hours a day and 
seven days a week," said Dunn. 
"Thls is a great burden to us. 
We've seen the need," he added. 

For more information on how 
to help the hospital, contact 
Dunn at dbdunn@juno.com or 
(615) 383-8499. :l 
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California court 
legalizes 
'gay marriage' 
Bapt1st Press 

SAN FRANCISCO The 
California Supreme Court May 
15 issued a much-anticipated 
and landmark decision by 
ordering the state to legalize 
"gay marriage," making it the 
second in the nation to do so 
and also setting up a dramatic 
cultural and political battle in 
November, when a constitution
al marriage amendment likely 
will appear on the ballot. 

The 4-3 ruling won't fully 
take effect for 30 days, and pro
family groups were promising 
to ask the court to stay its deci
sion until citizens vote in 
November. That marnage 
amendment, sponsored by the 
group ProtectMarriage.com, 
would r ever se the court's rul
mg. 

But despite the fact the rul
ing wasn't yet in effect, same-

AHordable Beachfront 
& Beachside 

Vacation Condos 
Gulf Shores & 

Orange Beach, Alabama 

Best Value on the Beach! 
• Lowest Prices! * 

Over 50 Top Quality condos! 
• Your satisfaction Is our Top 

Priority • Owned & Operated by 
Christian Family Since 19881 

(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 

sex couples in San Francisco 
and throughout the state cele
brated outside courthouses, 
pledging to get .. married., in one 
month. 

The decision was handed 
down more than four years 
after Massachusetts' highest 
court also struck down that 
state's marriage laws. But the 
California ruling - coming in 
the nation's most populous 
state- easily is the biggest win 
yet for homosexual activists. 

The court struck down 
Proposition 22, a law passed in 
2000 to prohibit "gay marriage" 
and protect the natural defmi
tion of marriage. Voters 
approved it by a margin of 61-
39 percent. 

" [W] e determine that the 
language of [current California 
law] limiting the designation of 
marriage to a union 'between a 
man and a woman' is unconsti
tutional and must be stricken 
from the statute, and that the 
remaining statutory language 
must be understood as making 
the designation of marriage 

available both to opposite-sex 
and same-sex couple -," Chief 
Justice Ronald Ckorge wrote in 
a 121-page opinion for the 
court. 

The California decision dif
fered from the Massachusetts 
one in that Massachusetts did 
not have a law on the books pro
hibiting "gay marriage," as did 
California. The ruling also 
underscored the argument that 
supporters of marriage amend
ments on the state level have 
long made: Laws banning "gay 
marriage" ru:e not sufficient. 

"This shows the importance 
of putting it in the constitu
tion," Glen Lavy, an attorney 
with the Alliance Defense Fund, 
which opposes "gay marriage," 
told Baptist Press. 

California conservatives par
ticularly were disturbed that 

Myrtle Beach 
Ocean Front 

Corner condo, smoke-free, 
pool view and lazy river. 

Cell phone: (843) 602-0466 
Home phone: (843) 248-4561 

From a Baptist View 
12 wonderful packages - year-round 

Excellent value for groups and individuals 

Also: Greece, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, Italy, Switzerland, 
Germany, France, Britain, Livingstone's Africa 

www.pilgrimtours.com 800 322 0788 
Pilgrim Tours, P 0 Box 268, Morgantown, PA 19543 

"Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987" 

.. 

Biblical Solutions fo r Life 
A Service of lili:\v.ty Christian Stores 

Tennesee Baptists, 
America~#] Cburcb Btu~ Dealer 

has buses for you! 

• 15 passenger buses (no COL required) • Rental buses 
• Over 150 new & used buses in stock • Trade- ins welcome 
• Van replacement vehicles • 15 to 46 passenger buses - ...... ....... - ·-

15 Passengers 

. . .... 

29-41 Passengers 30-46 Passengers 

Monthly Specials 
St2tk NQ. Y~S\[ Make 
27270 2007 Ford/Starcraft 
268202 2002 Ford/ ElDorado 
27300 2007 Ford /Starcraft 
282202 2002 Ford / ElDorado 
27211 2007 Ford I Starcraft 
26493 2008 Ford /Stare raft XL T 

Capacity 
14 
15 
15 w I Rear Luggage 
26 
26 wl Rear Luggage 
41 w I Removable Row 

Price 
$42,500 
$16,800 
S45,990 
$19,640 
S57,920 
S102,000 

New Lease 
Program! 

SS99/mo. - IS pas~. 
$799/mo. - 26 pass. 

Call for detail~ 

• 

.. 
na o al 

the court overturned a l3w that 
an overv.·helming majority of 
citizens had appro\·ed- a point 
made by the three dis ·enting 
justices. 

California already has a 
domestic partnerships law that 
grants same-sex couples the 
legal benefits of marriage. The 

I Panama City Beach,l 
Florida 

IEnjoy white sand and emerald! 
1waters from our beautiful 
homes! Four bdrm/3 bath 
(sleeps 1 0) ocean view gated 
community with guest cabana 
(sleeps 2) or 2 bdrm/2 bath cot
tage (sleeps 6) 3/10 mile from 
beach. Christian owned and 
managed. For more information 
visit www.vacationhomes.com/-
25170 & www. vacationhomes.
com/25189 or call (615) 330-
1946 or (865) 850-1134. 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11.35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-SOG-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above. Please call for other 
ages and Female rates. 

MINISfRV - STUDENT 
Crievewood Baptist Church in 
Nashville, Tenn. , is seeking a 
minister of youth/young adults. 
Please send a resume to Martha 
Minardi (e-mail raymartha@
yahoo.com) or to Crievewood 
Baptist Church, 480 Hogan Rd. , 
Nashville, TN 37220, Attn: 
Martha Minardi. 

• • • • •••••••••••• 
First Baptist Church of James
town is prayerfully seeking God's 
leadership for a minister of stu
dents to minister to the students 
and coordinate activities in the 
new family life center. Resume to 
be sent to First Baptist Church, 
Personnel Committee, P. 0. Box 
417, Jamestown, TN 38556, 
phone (931) 879-841 2. 

West Tenn. SBC seeking bivo 
youth minister. Rural area with 
great growth potential. Currently 
at 188 membership. www.mfrbc.
org. Please send resume to Mid
dlefork Road Baptist Church, 
3955 Middlefork Road, Luray, TN 
38352, Attn: Youth Committee. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
For sale Yamaha baby grand 
piano model G 1 RSAW $5,400.00. 
Yamaha upright piano model P-
22 $1,800.00. Schulmerich 
handbells, 3 octaves with 2 Mal
mark tables, $2,300.00. Please 
call Bridgewater Church (865) 
690-8012 or e-mail audra@
brtdgewaterchurch.org. 

court, thou h, ruled th t l 
low " :- insufficient. 
. A-.~ocinh' ._lu::-t i« t n•in 
Bru·tcr wrote thing 
sent .• ss~rting th.\t tht rot: 
\\'Os foreclosing t ht: "'ordina 
democratic Pro<"C":-"' nd "o\>t 
slep{ping) tl~ authority• sso 
nte Ju~ttce ~hng W C'hm jom 
Ba..xtcr's dlsM•nt. , 

[ CJ.;.\MJfillD 
MINISTRY - MUSIC 

Part-time worship leader. Se 
resume to Shelby Sm1th, Paste 
Walter Hill First Bapttst Churc 
6607 Lebanon P1ke. Murtree 
boro, TN 37129. 

West Tennessee church seektJ 
part-time minister of mustc. S1 
www.sanfordhill .com for jt 
description. Send resume 
Sanford Hill Baptist Church, & 
Sanford St., Henderson, 1 
38340. 

Part-time music director. Tra' 
tiona! services. Berclair Bapt1 
Memphis, Tenn. Contact tl 
offices at (901) 683-3585. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
The Mclemoresville Bapt 
Church is currently seeking 
God-called minister of music, I 
both Sunday morning and Su 
day evening worship servicE 
We are seeking someone bi~ 
cational or a student. If intere 
ed, please send resume 
Search Committee or Pastor c 
Mclemoresville Baptist Churc 
P. 0. Box 208, Mclemoresvil 
TN 38235. 

MINISTRY - CHILDREN 
Meridian Baptist Church, Ja( 
son, Tenn. , ls now acceptil 
resumes for a part-time ct 
dren's director. A college degr~ 
is preferred. Please forwa 
resumes to the attention of I 
Ronnie Wilburn, 161 Ha1 
Bridge Road, Jackson, 1 
38301 . 

First Baptist Jackson seeks 
dynamic, energetic, spirit-fillt 
man or woman as minister 

-children to lead our children aJ 
parents to connect to Chr 
through worship, the word, at 
a worldwide witness. Se1 
resume to Children's Sear• 
Team, First Baptist Church, Jac 
son, TN 38301 or cchristina' 
fbcjackson. org. 

Harrisburg Baptist Church, 
lo, Miss. , is now- receivu 
resumes for the staff posttion 
director of preschool mtnistrU 
Please send resume to 46' 
Cliff Gooktn Blvd • Tupelo. J. 
38801 or e-ma11 to sgordont 
harrisburgonline .org. 

~~~<0-

Calvary Bapt1st Church, Tusc 
loosa, Ala., is currently searc 
tng for a full-ttme preschool m 
ister. Minimum bachelor degr• 
in early childhood educauc 
Send resume to Mtmster of ED 
cation. 1121 Paul Bryant Drl\ 
Tuscaloosa, Al 35401 . 
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:ast~::t'et;'nessee teams get head start on Gulf Coast blitz 
1 Marcia ~ox comprised of five construction . _ . .· ... 
~tist and Reflector " crews, a kitchen crew, and one ~ ~"""'·--.-
1 outreach team. 
BRENTWOOD - When The team reported that 12 

.ree Tennessee Baptist Asso- people made decisions for 
ations' Baptist Builders Christ and 11 were baptized 
ebuild teams recently part- the following week at Stable 
, .. .,, to work on construction Baptist Church, Gulfport. 

outreach teams for three According to Owen, the 
1uH,t::'-utive weeks in Pass Backyard Bible Clubs were 

., ... cu. ... and Gulfport, Miss., hosted each evening by Stable 
.a "God Thing," according Baptist after workers canvass

fhe team leaders. ing the area in the afternoon 
The tlrree teams got a head handed out flyers on the 

on a Tennessee Baptist BYBCs. In addition, . the teams 
vention-sponsored build- handed out "care packages" 

g blitz that began April 21 during survey work. 
td ran through May 16. ''The Lord did well, and we 
This spring Nolachucky got the blessing by just being 

1ptist As~ociation, Morris- there," observed Owen. ''When 
wn; Holston Baptist you see how people have been 
1sociation, Johnson City; and living in those 22 ft. FEMA 
:>lston Valley Baptist associ- campers for the past 33 

Rogersville, scheduled months, it's amazing to know 
construction ·trips to that they will be in their hous

~i:);:)J.;:);:) ... ,., .. , ... •• Last year these es in the next few weeks. It's a 
ociations partnered with blessing to have the privilege 
other associations to work to serve those people and to see 

then the largest ever volun- what God has done through 
team ofTennessee Baptist us." 

. The construction Nolachucky Association 
'"''""·"'· in 2007 had 233 volun- named their Baptist Builders 

sponsored by Rebuild project for this year the 
chueky Association, ·to "Ernie Strickland Memorial 

build 'homes in the Gulf Mission Trip" after a member of 
ast area, which were Kidwell's Ridge Baptist 
stroyed by Hurricane Katri- Church, Morristown. Strick

"For this 2008 project, it's 
1at the Lord worked out," 

Don Owen, Nolachucky 
ciation mission project 
leader. Owen is also the 

ciation disaster relief 
•o .. .,n ... and a member of First 

Church, Morristown. 
Owen noted that when he 
lled the other two associa

to tell them about their 
'" ' ....... trip, he learned of their 
ojects in Pass Christian, 
tss. "Then we decided to 
)perate and build five hous
in three weeks. 
"God's timing was perfect. 
tch association's teams fol
l'led (each other) in three 
asecutive weeks." 
Nolachucky Association 
>k 156 volunteers from 19 
urches during the week of 

30-April 5. Holston 
.sociation took 83 volunteers 
1m 11 churches during the 
!ek of April 6-12. Holston 
lley Association took 66 vol
.teers from 10 churches dur
~ the week of April 13-19. 
All three groups worked on 
e houses in Pass Christian. 
te teams stayed and were 
rved meals at Robinson Road 

• 
tptist Church, Gulfport, 
1ere part of the teams was 
lged last year. The Robinson 
tad facility is provided to vol
,teers through the TBC. 
In addition, teams also did 
angelism survey work. hand-

out "care packages," and 
nducted Backyard Bible 
ubs. 
The Nolachucky team was 

land, who went on last year's 
massive Baptist Builders proj
ect, later died tof cancer. His 
widow Chris Strickland went 
this year on the mission ·trip as 
the association's guest of honor. 

The Nolachucky team began 
five houses from the platform 
up, which made the first floor 
elevations from 11-13 feet off 
the ground. In addition to put
ting up the framework, they 
also put up the walls and the 
trusses, and installed some 
windows and roofs, and added 
siding. 

During the second week, 
Holston Association's team 
also included 18 people from 
Sevier Heights Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, Knox Coun
ty Baptist Association, said 
George Bradley, who was the 
association team leader along 
with his wife Margaret. They 
also serve the association as 
disaster relief directors and 
are members of First Baptist 
Church, Greeneville. 

The Holston Association 
team had five construction 
teams, an outreach team, and 
a kitchen team. 

The outreach team reported 
nine decisions for Christ dur
ing the BYBCs and a nightly 
revival at Stable Baptist. 

"Our outreach team did 
door-to-door evangelism," 
added George Bradley. "Our 
team met the parents of the 
BYBCs children at the 
revivals. We also handed out 
200 care packages that were 
made by church age-graded 
groups and mission groups. 

= 
' 

RAISING THE WALLS on one of the five houses being built in Pass Christian, Miss., is a 
Nolachucky Baptist Association construction team. The crew chief of this team was Jerry Horton, a 
member of Buffalo Trail Baptist Church, Morristown. 

The packages were plastic gal
lon bags filled with soap, wash 
cloths, and other items that 
church members had donated." 

The Holston team continued 
building on the same houses 
that were worked on by the 
N olachucky team. The Holston 
team finished roofing, put on 
the siding, added more win
dows and doors, and put in the 
electricity, plumbing, insula
tion, and some sheetrock. 

"The project not only was a 
blessing for the people on the 
Gulf Coast, but it was also a 
blessing for the volunteers to 
go on the mission project," 
noted Bradley. "It's hard work 
on a mission project, beGause 
you work all day on a roof, go to 
bed, and then have to get up 
and get ready to do it again the 
next day. Most of our volun
teers were senior adults." 

Bradley said the project 
helped him make new friends 
not only in Mississippi but 
with people from his 
association. 

"Our association people got 
to know each other better and 
learned better to do mission 
work. This mission trip had an 
impact on forming future dis
aster relief teams for the 
association. We also upgraded 
our communications for disas
ter relief and rebuild teams." 

According to Bradley, team 
members told him that the 
mission project became a per
sonal revival for them, because 
of the daily devotionals, meals, 
and meeting the new home
owners. "Since the weather 
was nice all week at Pass 
Christian, it was a "God Thing . 
The Lord just took care of 
everybody on the roof." 

During the third week, Hol
ston Valley Association's con
struction team also included 
three people from Sutton Bap
tist Church, Sutton, W.Va., said 
James Shackelford, disaster 
relief coordinator and ministry 
director for the association. He 

is a member of First Baptist 
Church, Church Hill. 

The Holston Valley Asso
ciation team had six construc
tion teams, an outreach team, 
and a kitchen team. The out-
reach team reported seven 
decisions for Christ during the 
BYBCs. 

"Out of 66 people on the 
team, we had 22 people who 
experienced their first mission 
trip with us," noted Shack
elford. "It was an exciting time, 
and we had a great mission 
trip. We also had an exception
al group of people who worked 
hard and did a great job ofwit
nessing to the community even 
when we were off the job site." 

Continuing on the five hous
es built by the other associa
tions, the Holston Valley 
Association team finished up 
the electrical and plumbing, 
insulated the houses, and hung 
sheetrock and siding. 

~ 

Since the five families that 
will move into the houses had 
been living in FEMA trailers 
with built in amenities and few 

if any household items, the 
associations next decided to 
supply the families' household 
needs. 

''A furniture and household 
goods drive was conducted in 
East .Tennessee while the Ten-
nessee teams were in Missis
sippi," said Bradley. ''With all 
three associations donating 
items, there was enough col
lected to entirely fill a large 
moving van. These items will 
be stored in a warehouse in 
Pass Christian until the hous
es are ready for occupancy. 
Then the homeowners will be 
able to select things to go in 
their new homes." 

On April 15, a 53 ft. tractor 
trailer provided by TBC Disas
ter Relief and filled by the 
three associations with every
thing needed for five houses 
left East Tennessee for Missis
sippi. The trailer had linens, 
refrigerators, couches, stoves, 
chairs, china, silverware, 
microwaves, and other items. 
The furniture was either new 
or gently used, said Owen. 0 

WORKING ON THE outside of one of the five houses being built in 
Pass Christian, Miss., is a Holston Baptist Association construction 
tsam. Measuring at the saw table are: from left, Tom Carr, a mem
ber of Tusculum Baptist Church, Greeneville; Carl Williams, a 
member of First Baptist Church, Greeneville. Working on the deck 
are: Fred Sorrells and Ray Vanyo, both members of First Baptist, 
Greeneville; and under the house, is George Bradley, member of 
First Baptist, Greeneville. 

-
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Litton may lead 
SIC pastors' group 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Ed Litton. 
senior pastor of First Baptist 
Church of North Mobtle in Sara
land , Ala., will be nominated for 
president of the Southern Bap
tist Pastors' Conference during 
its J une 8-9 meeting in Indi
anapolis, J ames T. Draper Jr., 
presiden t emeri tus of LifeWay 
Chris tian Resources. announced 
May 13. 

Litton has served as pastor of 
the Alabama congrega tion since 
1994. 

He previously was founding 
pastor of Mountain View Baptist 
Ch urch in Tucson, Ariz., and 
served as associate evangelism 
director for th e Arizon a South 
ern Baptist Convention while 
under appointment as a North 
American Mission Boru·d mis
sionary. He a lso worked as a 
youth an d collegia te ministry 
intern under Draper when he 

... one at a time. 

was pastor of F ir s t Baptist 
Church m Euless, Texas. 

Information from th e 2007 
Annual Church Profile for First 
Baptist Church of North Mobile 
lists 117 baptisms and primary 
worship service attendance of 
1,145. The church gave 
$277,119. or 10.6 percen t, 
through th e Cooperative P ro
gram from total undesignated 
receipts of $2,602.209. Accord
ing to the ACP, t he church also 
received $3,7 45 for the Lottie 
Moon Chris tmas Offering for 
Interna t ion al Missions and 
$2,24 7 for the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North Amer
ican Missions. 

Litton is the first announced 
candidate for the position. 0 

Filth candidate 
joins race to be 
SIC president 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Les Puryear, 

Church Mutual conducts an on-site analysis of each 
church's insurance needs- so we know each facility 
is fully protected. 

This, plus our size, financial strength and expertise are 
all good reasons to compare your present policy with 
a proposal from Church Mutual. Simply call 800.554.2642 
or go to www.churchmutual.com. 

Church 
Mutual 
I ~ S U U <H I CO IH.Ul 

l.i,lening. l Leam ing. l Leading. 

c· h u r c h m utua I . l' o m 
800 . 55 ' 2b42 

NOW SOUTHERN BAPTJST CHURCHES IN TENNESSEE CAN WORK DIRECTlY 

WTTH CHURCH MU11JAL CALL TO RND OUT MORE. 

senior pastor ofLewisvtlle (N C \ 
Ba ptis t Church, will be nomi
na ted for president of the South
ern Baptis t Convention during 
the SBC's June 10-11 annual 
meeting in Indianapohs. Dwight 
McKissic, senior pastor of Cor 
n er st on e Baptist Church in 
Arlington , Texas, announced 
.May 12. 

Puryear 1s among five 
announced n om inees for t he 
post, joining Frank Cox, pastor 
of North Metro Baptist Chm·cb 
in Lawrenceville, Ga.; Johnny 
Hunt, senior pastor of First Bap
tist Church in Woodstock, Ga.; 
William L. (Bill) Wagner, a for
mer South ern Baptist mission
ary and seminary professor and 
curren t presiden t of Olivet Uni
versity Internat iona l in San 
Francisco; and Avery Willis, a 
former Southern Baptist mis 
sionary and retired senior vice 
president of overseas operations 

for the Intematlonnl Mb ... ion 
Board 

Puryear. a n a t in' of l'\ orth 
Carolina, has be-en P<htM of 
Lewis ,·ille Baptl$l Chun·h 
since 2005. He wn:. c.1lk d into 
full -time ,·ocat ional mini~tJ~ in 
1996. 

Information from the 2007 
Ann u a l Church Profil e fo r 
Lewisville Ba ptis t C hurch . 
lis t s 11 ba ptism s a nd prima r y 
worsh ip service attendance of 
195. The church received 
$4 ,7 51 for the Lottie Moon 
Christm as Offering for Inte r 
national Missions and $1.500 
for the Ann ie Arms trong 
Eas t e r Offering for Nor th 
American Missions. According 
to t h e ACP, th e chur ch gave 
$20 ,33 1, or 5 .9 per cen t , 
throu gh th e Cooper ative Pro
g r a m i n 2007 fr om tota l 
un design ated r eceip t s of 
$343,795. 0 

Florida pastor, 
. son ltilled in era 

Baptist Pr ss 

BR..\~00'\ 

pl~tor Forr .... l l'oll k nd 
~ t•nr-old ... on " en: ktllc I M 
whc-n the sm~lP·t ngith p 
Pollock wns flying ern. h 
North C'nrolinn . 

Pollo<'k . ·14, h nd hi t•n 
pastor of t ht:> Thmpn·nl'( . 
Shoals Bnptist Church m 8 
don sinCl' 2002 

Pollock . who nonun: 
Frank Pn~l' fo r the pn•siUl'D• 
the Southern Bapttl't Con 
tion in 2006. was to hnvl' hl• 
featured s peaker ot t h<' S 
June 10-11 annuol mN'ttn 
Indianapolis. He a lso had I 
appointed to sen •c on the 
vention's Committee on (j 
mittees. He is s univf'd by 
wife an d five other children. 

Dr. Dennis Deese , who has served as a pastor for 23 years, has announced 
his call as a vocational evangelist . He pastored in Tennessee for nearly 
15 years. In addition, he served as the Tennessee Baptist Pastors 
Conference Vice-President (2000) and President (2001 ). 

" l "i•tmgt'ii,J I )c·nui.; I >cl'"t' lltl .... J'I'('(It/ll'd ti•1 lilt' vu "r'l 't'lt tl "' c '' ' " '"' wul 
lit' il'ilf [!,• a tn lllt'lltitlll' bf •. .,..,;,g It • lftlllr ' l1111' l1. Hloll!,•J I k uni' I''',,. ft, ... 
Cod'.; Word Tl'itlt autlnmty, i l'ill' "fi lii-< pri':..,l(lllafcht, trlld [tafil l'.; flit• it'tll k 
c{ Got/ iu !11'11,11!'1. " - 1 krb 1{~-:.n ,., Jr., ~~:ni1H 1'., -. ll•r 

ltl'lh lack'lmwille n~pll .. t ( hu rch 
iacJ...-.om ilk. I J,,nda 

"1 I is my pril•ilcgt' to l"t't Ollllllt'lltlt'1'rtiiSI'I"t I >cuui' 1 >"''"•'· I It• ''Sittll1 
di, •ide~ tltt' \-'\lord 1111tl Itt do,., it u•ilft J'll ...... iollmul illf, ~llly. L>r. Pt•c .. , htl" 

~~·rpct/a.; a '"<'Cf'$~f11l ptt.;for_fl.,. rtlmo~l 25 ycor-;. lit• Tl'ill ln-in~ ll111t kiwi 
(!lt'xperil'lll'l' ttnd mi ... tlom to t'1W1:11 rt•r•ir•rtl or (1"/Ntrlt'. I 7'flltgt•fi, f Pt•nni-. 
D t' f'St' 11'tll {ll' tt l1/t>:>:-111g to rill If Jlrl~for tcltu iui•ift·~ IJuu. " J{Jcl.. { , lr,lm , 

I \ angcJi..,t. l .~el-.o.tlll\ il h:. I J\,n d.l 

MISSION STATEMENT: To help win lost souls and disciple the saved by bringing 
to the pulpit, pastor and people a fresh, relevant, biblically practical and 
life-changing anointed word from God. To be used of God to be an 
encouragement to the church and Its staff In fulfilling their God-given 
assignment (2 Timothy 1 :9) and reaching their God-given potential 
through Jesus Christ. 

12TH AN 

+ 
RICKY SKAGGS SANDI PATTY DENNIS SWANBERG GREATER VISIOI 
THE MCKAMEYS SQUIRE PARSONS JOHNNY HUNT JUNIOR HIL 

September 29-0ctober 1, 2008 
GA'I'LDfiiVRG CONVENTION CEJf'I'ER 

3 DAYS & 2 NIGHTS AS LOW AS $1 0' PEA PERSON 
FO R MORE INFORMATIO N CA LL FOR A F REE BRO,CHIJRI 

1-800-616-8863 jubileeconferences.co 
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.. ~ pledge lasts a lifetime 
~ ~ Jim Burton 
a} The changes ~ur nation has se~n over the pa_st 1_00 years 
piiJ mind boggling. Transportation, commumcatlon, and 

f!::lucation barely resemble what existed at the turn of the 
rev'iou1s century. 

Fortunately, there have been some constants since 1908 
represent a continuity of core beliefs for Southern 

t~pust.s. One of those is the value of teaching b<?YS about 

As Southern Baptists celebrate the 100th Anniversary . 
Royal Ambassadors, it's not hard to see all the changes 

have taken place through the years. If only some of the 
·~-~ -...~ .. two inillion-plus boys to become RAs could see it today, 

would probably be surprised to learn that it now 
ciUides first through third graders and that the quality of 

materials exceeds their imagination. 
However, an RA in 1908 would likely recognize one 

tmEmsion of the ministry that still remains today, the RA 
~t:u~;t:. Though it has changed some, the essence has 
~mfunE!O the same. 

As a Royal Ambassador I will do my best to become a 
ell··in1tbnnetd, responsible follower of Christ. 

Missions discipleship doesn't happen by accident. It 
·-··- intentionality to learn the biblical basis of missions 

to understand how Southern Baptists do missions 
Missions learning is the foundation for mis

sending. People generally don't respond to opportuni
they don't know about. Through the study of missions, 

1leulorization of Scripture, evangelism training and mis
projects, the RA ministry equips boys for a missional 

res1cyle. 
To have a Christ-like concern for all people. 
Missions is about other people - all people everywhere. 

learn tbat missions means crossing cultures so that 
rervor1e can hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

To learn how to carry the message of Christ around the 
. 

Missions learning isn't just about how others do mis
It's about how even a young boy can carry the mes

of Christ to the four Acts 1 :8 zones through his tithes, 
1-sav·Arj;z encouragement, and personal participation that 

at home. 
To work with others in sharing Christ. 
BAs learn that missions is rarely a singular effort. Even 
Jesus sent the disciples out by twos, RAs learn that mis-

!-"Llc:u teamwork strengthens the missionary effort. They 
why it's important to work with missionaries, church 

pastors, and nationals in other countries to 
~coJnpJJsh the Great Commission. 

And to keep myself clean and healthy in mind and body. 
RAs are God's vessel for kingdom work. They le~ that 

• 11nl'iro and personal health discipline position a boy for 
~~~etii1g missional challenges. 

The return on investment that churches make in boys 
~,,...,. .... RAs is more difficult to calculate than 100 years of 

me!nt . However, historically Southern Baptist pulpits 
missionary appointments have been filled by men who 

• •P'""" their first understanding of God's missional call to 

Just as RAs make a pledge for missions, RAs need 
urches that will pledge to nurture their boys for mis

ons. It's a pledge to invest in the future. 0 - Burton is the 
tssion education team leader for the North American Mis-

Board in Alpharetta, Ga. 

a way with words - ---

~riend 

V Hugh X. Lewis 

ar too often I forget 
D say the simple things. 
ut rm forever in your debt 
!)!'joy your friendship brings. 

brough the years rve come to know 
rue friends are hard to find. 
:ow good to see a friendship grow 
s has your and mine. 

ut deeds express your feelings more 
han words gone with the wind. 
his gift with feelings I outpour 

· l1St •cause you're my true friend. 0 

Copyright by Hugh X. Lewis. He can be contacted at (615) 
83-0086. 

Unlocking your best relationships - be ready to forgive 
By Bill Oakley the matter of becoming all that the Sunday School Lesson 

Focal Passage: : Ephesians 
4:22-29, 31-32; Philemon 8-10, 

15-18 
In these many years of ministry 

to people all over the world, it has 
been my experience that genuine 
and sincere forgiveness is one of the 
things many people most need to 
give and to receive. I also have 
found that genuine and sincere for
giveness is one of the things that's 
most difficult for many people to do. 
Holding on to un-forgiveness has 
destroyed many people's spiritual, 
emotional, and physical lives. 

There are two basic words in the 
Greek New Testament (with many 
variations of these words) that 
mean "forgive" or "forgiveness." One 
word is charizomai which means to 
"freely grant the favor or gift of par
don." The other word is aphiemi 
which means "to send forth or to lay 
aside and to forsake." Genuine bib
lical forgiveness combines the real
ity of both those words. Forgiveness 
really means, "To freely grant the 
favor of pardon to another (or to 
oneself), and to lay the incident 
aside and completely forsake it." 
Most of us need a lot of help from 
our Lord to give genuine forgive
ness. Yet, we will never experience 
our best relation ships without 
being ready to forgive. 

(1) Preparation that favors 
forgiveness (Ephesians 4:22-29). 
Paul makes it very clear in this pas
sage that we who have come to a sav
ing faith in Christ Jesus have a per
sonal responsibility to cooperate in 

Remain faithful 
By Gene Fant Sr. 

Focal Passage: Genesis 47:27-
50:26 

When my fam~y would visit my 
father in his old age, he usually 
asked to have a family conference 
before we left. He would talk of past 
experiences and his copring demise. 
Dad was making preparation for 
death like Jacob with his family. 

(1) Jacob's blessing of 
Ephraim and Manasseh (47:27-
48:22). After learning his father 
was deathly ill, Joseph carried his 
sons to their grandfather. Grand
children have a way of rallying 
grandparents and upon seeing 
them he recounted much of the fam
ily's spiritual history while praising 
God for letting him see Joseph and 
his grandsons. 

In a manner unfamiliar to us, 
Jacob adopted Joseph's two sons, 
who were at least in their late teens 
and in danger of forgetting their 
father's faith due to their Gentile 
environment. Jacob rehearsed the 
covenant God had made to him, and 
thus to them. This adoption placed 
the two grandsons on the same 
level as J acob's natural sons. 

There was confusion over the 
two grandsons when Jacob placed 
his hands upon Ephraim instead of 
Manasseh, the first-born. Joseph 
attempted to direct his father to the 
eldest but Jacob was determined tv 
pass the blessing onto the youngest. 
God doesn't always choose what is 
natural to man. David wasn't the 
eldest among his brothers, either. 

Lord desires us to become. In light of ~ • • 
our relationship to Him, we are B1ble StudieS fo,. Ufe 
instructed to "put off" and to "put on" . May 25 
some things. Obviously the Lord will 
give us help in this matter, but it 
remains our responsibility to take 
the initiative. The expression "put
ting off'' and "putting on" are figures 
taken from the idea of changing gar
ments. 

Paul also makes it clear that this 
is accomplished by a renewed mind 
(v. 23) (see Romans 12:1-2). Paul 
states clearly that the ''new man" 
who is created in righteousness and 
holiness through Christ J esus must 
"put away" certain things. 

In verses 25-29, we have listed 
the issues with which we must deal 
in order to be what our Lord desires 
us to be. It is my conviction that 
these issues are foundational to deal
ing with kindness and forgiveness 
that is discussed in our next focal 
passage. 

(2) Participation in the fact 
of forgiveness (vv. 31-32). In the 
reality of becoming a willing partic
ipant in genuine forgiveness, these 
two verses are critical. In verse 31, 
Paul continues to list those things 
we are to "put off." He says we are 
to continu ally rid ourselves of 
things such as harshness and vio
lent outbreaks of wrath, anger, 
brawling and slanderous speech -
along with all malice. 

Having done that, then we are in 
· a position to obey the diiectives 
given in verse 32. The first directive 
is to be "benevolently gracious" 
(kind). To be tenderhearted is to be 

J acob also blessed the elder 
grandson predicting success for him 
as well. In blessing Joseph he 
speaks of God as the God of our 
fath~rs, the God who had shepherd
ed him. 

Joseph promised his father he 
would return Jacob's body to 
Canaan where so many ancestors 
were buried in the cave at Mach
pelah. 

(2) Jacob's prophetic bless
ing of the twelve tribes (49:1-
27). Jacob's deathbed scene contin
ued as Jacob called each of his 12 
sons and prophesied concerning the 
12 tribes on the basis of grace, 
names that will be written on the 
gates of the New Jerusalem. Nei
ther Levi, nor Joseph, received trib
al allotments in the Promised Land 
for Levi's descendents were priests 
and received designated cities. 
Ephraim and Manasseh received 
allotments instead of Joseph. 

In verse 10, the phrase "until 
Shiloh comes" has been seen as a 
Messianic promise the scept er 
would remain in the tribe of Judah 
until the Messiah would come. 

(3) Joseph's last acts (50:1-
26). Israel drew his feet into the 
bed, breathed his last. To be gath
ered to his people is a beautiful way 
to speak of death as reunion. 

As promised, J oseph tenderly 
closed Jacob's eyes and mourning 
followed. J oseph went up to bury his 
father at Machpelah with Pharaoh's 
blessings, accompanied by relatives, 
and many of the Egyptians. 

After their father's death, the 

compassion&te. Now comes the 
focal word - forgiving. The Greek 
word chosen here is the word chari-
zomai. His directive is that we 
"fully grant the favor and gift of 
pardon" to another. We offer that 
forgiveness in the same manner 
that God forgave us in Christ Jesus. 

(3) Paul and his fundamen
tals toward forgiveness (Phile
mon 8-10, 15-18). This little letter 
was sent to Philemon by Ones
imus, a converted runaway slave 
that belonged to Philemon. Paul 
applies the spirit of Christianity to 
the problem of slavery and the for
giveness of Philemon toward Ones
imus. In verses 8-10, Paul makes a 
very passionate appeal to Phile
mon on behalf of his runaways 
slave. 

In verses 15-18, Paul appeals to 
Philemon to forgive Onesimus for 
his running away and to receive 
him not just as a slave but a. broth
er in Christ Jesus. Paul says that 
he desires Philemon to receive 
Onesimus just as he would receive 
Paul. 

The very first verse I ever mem
orized was Ephesians 4:32. At that 
very time, I m ade it one of my life's 
verses. That verse h as been para
mount in maintaining good rela
tionships. May it likewise be true 
for everyone. - Oakley is pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Trimble. 
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brothers feared Joseph might seek 
revenge for selling him as a slave. 
They asked forgiveness and Joseph 
assured them vengeance belonged 
to the Lord. They had wronged him 
but the Lord had turned it into good 
and preserved many others. His for
giveness of his brothers was Christ
like, full and complete. 

Joseph lived to be 110 years old 
and saw his grandchildren! While 
dying, he assured them God would 
take care of them, made mention of 
the Exodus, and gave orders con
cerning his bones. Moses later car
ried his bones with him as a 
reminder to them that Canaan was 
their destination. Our encourage
ment is not in bones but an empty 
tomb and the risen Lord! 

God would use another Hebrew, 
by the name of Daniel, who would 
be given favor among the Babyloni
ans. In God's providence He is also 
using us to accomplish His plan in 
this world. 

It is fitting we conclude this 
study with Isaiah 41:4 "Who was it 
that made this happen? Who has 
determined the course of history? I, 
the Lord, was there at the begin
ning, and I the Lord, will be there at 
the end." Isaiah 41:4 - Fant is 
retired and lives in Nashville and is 
available for interim pastorates. 

-

- cJ 

J 
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• Ben C. Knight, 61, pas

tor of Second Baptis t Church, 
Sevierville, died May 3. Knight 
was a Tennessee Baptist min
ister in Sevier County for 38 
consecutive years. Survivors 
incl ude his wife, Janella 
Knight; three children; two 
grandchildren; and his mother, 
Bessie Knight. 

es 

+ Grace Baptist Church, 
Springfield, has called Steve 
Freeman as pastor effective 
June 8. He comes to Grace 
Baptist from Hilldale Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, where he 
served as young adult pastor 
since 2005. A native of 
Clarksville, he is a graduate of 
Austin Peay State University, 
Clarksville, and is completing 
his degree from New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological Sem
mary. 

+ One Accord Community 
Church, Red Bank, ordained 
Jeff Cochran on May 3 to be 
lead pastor of Relevance 
Church, a new church in Chat
tanooga. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
McMinnville, ordained three 
men as deacons on April 27. 
They are Lane Cantrell; 
Gregg Garrison, and Mark 
Lytle. 

+ William S. Martin 
resigned as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, McMinnville, 
on April27. 

+ Calvary Baptist Church, 
Lenoir City, called Donny 
Crass as pastor effective May 
4. He previously served as pas
tor of Vaughn Chapel Baptist 
Church, Lenoir City. He also 
served as minister of educa
tion of Highland Park Baptist 
Church, Lenoir City. 

+ Faith Baptist Church, 

DISASTER RELIEF volunteers of Cumberland Baptist Associa
tion, Clarksville, remove a tree from a house in Clarksville on May 
10 after May 2 storms. Working that day were Neil Gwinn, Joe 
McCullough, Mike Provine, Calvin Stokes, Ernie Stokes, Bill Tier
ney, Bobby Williams, Mike Watson, and Frank Metcalfe. 

Mt. Juliet, called Clay Fair
cloth as pastor effective May 
18. He is the former pastor of 
Shelby Avenue Baptist 
Church, Nashville. 

+ Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, Springfield, has called 
Kelly Nicholson as director 
of children's ministries. 

hurc es 
+ Madeconia Baptist 

Church, New Middleton, 
will hold a singing on June 1 
at 6 p.m. Josh Garner is the 
featured guest. For more infor
mation contact khouse6@
dtccom.net 

+ Kirby Woods Baptist 
Church, Memphis, will host 
Bobbi McCaughey, mother of 
the world's first living and 
healthy septuplets, who will 
speak on July 14 at 7 p.m. The 
septuplets are 10 years old. 
The program is being held by 
the church's women's min
istry. Deadline to buy tickets 
is July 9. For more informa
tion, contact (901) 682-2220 or 
AmyBarron@kwbc.org. 

+ Eastview Baptist 
Church, Huntingdon, will 

hold a revival June 5-8. Willie 
McLaurin, leadership develop
ment specialist, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, will 
speak. Joe Ray Wheat will lead 
the music. For information, 
call the church at (731) 986-
3168. 

+ Bordeaux Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will hold 
a revival June 5-7. Ronnie 
Owens, evangelist of Tazewell, 
will speak. Groups scheduled 
to perform are the Highland 
Chapel Baptist Church Quar
tet, Born Again, and the 
Abshire Family. A cookout will 
be held prior to the service on 
Saturday night. For informa
tion, call the church at (615) 
255-3395 or (615) 384-6343. 

+ One Accord Communi
ty Church, Red Bank, host
ed a night of southern gospel 
music on May 17. 

+ Po_int Pleasant Baptist 
Church, Paris Landing, will 
host a drug awareness pro
gram the night of May 28. Pro
gram presenters will be Henry 
County Sheriff Monte Belew 
and members of the sheriff's 
department. For information, 

TenneScene 

LEADERS OF THE Evangelism Conference of New Duck Ri 
Baptist Association, based in Shelbyville, pause at the rec~ 

meeting. They are, from left, Dan Reed, pastor, El Bethel Bap 
Church, association evangelism director; B. Gray Allison, prE 
dent emeritus, Mid-America Baptist Seminary, Cordova, spes~ 
and James Hickey, pastor, East Commerce Baptist Chut 
Lewisburg. The conference was held at East Commerce Bsp 
and Shelbyville Mills Baptist Church, Shelbyville. 

call the church at (731) 642-
6947. 

+ The children's choir of 
Farmington Baptist Church, 
Lewisburg, will perform May 
26 during the annual Memori
al Day service at Shiloh 
National Military Park, 
Shiloh. For information, con
tact the park at (7311689-5696 
or visit www.nps.gov/shil. 

+ Sunrise Baptist Church, 
Rutledge, will hold a home
coming on May 25. For infor
mation, call the church at 
(865) 828-3357. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Lenoir City, will hold a one
day revival during its morning 
worship service on May 25. 
Morris Anderson, evangelist of 
Maryville, will speak. For 
information, call the church at 
(865) 986-9066. 

Associations 
+ Construction volunteers 

are being sought by the Broth
erhood Department of 

Grainger Baptist AsS()( 
tion, Rutledge, for a rebt 
project in Mississippi w 
Baptist Builders July 20-
Volunteers do not have to 
certified by Tennessee Bap 
Disaster Relief. For infon 
tion, contact the associat 
office at (865) 828-4001. 

Events 
+ Christian Wome 

Job Corps (CWJC) will 
one of the programs offe 
this summer at the Regio 
Inter-faith Association (RD 
Learning Center, Jacks 
CWJC is a ministry 
Woman's Missionary Uni 
The RIFA J.earning Cen 
will hold an open house 1\ 
23. The next term of clas 
begins on June 9. Other eli 
es beside CWJC are GJ 
W.O.R.KS. for Men, and nu 
tion. To find out about 
classes, contact Jenni Th~ 

CWJC coordinator, at (7 
427-7963 or jenni@rifarifa. 
or see www.rifarifa.org. 

~ -

MEMBERS OF FINLEY BAPTIST Church, Finley, have served in about nine coun
tries and four states in the past two years. This has been a part of an increased 
emphasis on missions at the church. Members active in missions include, from left, 
back row, Stan Cavness, director, Baptist Collegiate Ministries, Dyersburg Com
munity College; Jerry Moore; Dooner Wilson; Andy Davis; Bunny Bailey; Charlie 

Halliburton, pastor; Dennis Peckenpaugh; Anthony Evans; Lee Simmons; Ea 
Wilbanks; and Carl Christian; middle row, Jackie Alexander; Mary Christian; Lot. 
Clark; Lisa Wilson; Susan Halliburton; Krista Halliburton; Ksitlyn Davidson; Der 
McKnight; and Doris Simmons; front row, Dorothy Pace; Betty Tirey; Jane Dll 
Kim Luckett; Teresa Heathcott; and Cathy Cavness. 


