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Tragic accident 
leads to salvation 

Erin Roach 
~~:ulttist .Press 

TULLAHOMA ·- A 28-year-old 
lfm~lil accepted Christ in jail after caus-
1~6 a tragedy that had left a pastor 

responsible for the death of a 
k:hull'ch deacon. 

Tim McGehee, pastor of Grace Bap
Church here and first vice presi

l[deJnt of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
lttion, said he was returning home from 

hospital visit April 28 when he 
uno1tiCE~d a car speeding up behirid him 

a rural road. McGehee then noticed 
Lowe's truck park~d in front . of a 

lboiJne along the road ahead. 
"When I looked back in the rearview 

~o-n;,,..,.,. ... that car was on top of me and he 
me," McGehee told Baptist Press. 
knocked me into that Lowe's truck, 
then my truck spun around." 

The.diiver of the car, Kimery Hill, 
SPEMI off With his· 3-year-old daughter 

a pas.senger. The pastor sustained 
JIWlor injuries including a -mild con
cussio.n. and when he tried to get <;mt 

his pickup he fell to the ground. 
"Some Good Samaritans came up 

1cou .. told me to stay down. They had an 
on the way," McGehe.e 

, ~aa:i.d. "When the ambulance got there, 
. lth•~v told me, 'This first ambulance is 
!going to get the other guy.' And 1 said, 

guy?' and they said, 'The guy 
Hv,.n hit.' I said, "rhe guy I hit? I don't 
~IJnemtber hitting anybody.' · And they 
lsaid, 'Yeah, you hit a guy.' " 

Bobby Brown, a 69-year-old deacon 
Longview Baptist Church in nearby 

Unionville, had walked out to his yard 
to direct the Lowe's truck, which was 
delivering shingles. McGehee served 
as youth pastor at Longview 20 years 
ago, and Grace Baptist recently had 
ordained one of its members, 
Jonathan Osterhaus, to serve as p~s
tor of Longview. 

"' juat was laying there on the 
grass waiting for another ambulance 
when Jonathan got there," McGehee 
recounted. "He said, 'Are you OK?' and 
I said, 'How'd you get here?' and he 
said somebody had called him. I said, 
'Did they tell you I was in a wreck?' 

•And he said, 'Yeah. Bro. Tim, I'm 
going to go with Bobby to the hospi
tal.' I said, 'Bobby? Bobby who?' He 
said, 'Bobby Brown. That's who you 
hit.' I said, 'Oh, no!' and I just started 
c:rying because I had known Bobby for 
20 .years. He was the treasurer, Sun
day School director, and a deacon at 
Longview Baptist Church, and I per
Mimed his son's wedding." 
- See Tragic, page 11 · 

Tennessee !Baptist FelloWship of the Blind 
celebrates 2$ years of development, fun 
By Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector \ 

NEWPORT -=About 60 people 
including thQse who are blind, have lim
ited vision, and friends · of the fellowship 
who are sighted- gathered for the 25th 
annual retreat "of the Tennessee ·Baptist 
Fellowship of the Blind. The celebration 
was held at Carson Springs Baptist Con
ference Center July 18-20. 

The two· founders of the fellowship -
Jarvis Hearn, retired staff member of the 
T~nnessee Baptist Convention now . of 
Smithville, ·va., and Charles Couey of 
Tusculum Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville - were 
present. Co1;1ey, who is blind, 
was honored by the group for 
25 years of service to the fel-

. lowship. He works for the 
State of Tennessee part-time 
in blind computer services. He 
worked full-time in that role 
for 20 years. He also is· nation-

. al consultant for the blind for 
the North American Mission 
Board. 

Missions project 
The group enjoyed a pro

gram· which included a mis:
sions project for the Samari
tan House of Appalachian 

\ . 
Outreach based in Jefferson 

us in everything that was said and done." 
Manuel said she also enjoyed the mis
sions _ project. She filled zip-lock nags 
with laundry detergent and like others 
ended up with spilled laundry detergent 
but ·~ad so much fun. I h ad never gotten 
to do a mission project before. It was such 
a blessing to me." 

She wrote a poem about her experi
ences and the · next Sunday spoke and 
quoted the poem in her church's worship 
service. Th~ members stood and applaud
ed, -she- recalled. Manuel said she 
responded by · telling the congregation 
tbat God wrote it. 

-

"I am so thankful for this fellowship," 
said ManueL 

Paul Robinson, a member of Middle 
Tennessee Baptist Church, Murfrees
boro, said this retreat and an alumni 
reunion of the Tennessee School for the 
BlinP, are important events for him. He 
looks forward to the two events because 
they are "the only times I get to see my 
friends," said Robinson. 

Allen Justice said he learned about the 
fellowship retreat from the cassette edi- -
tion of the Baptist and Reflector. He has 
attended the retreat for 14 years. Justice 
- See Tennessee, page 4 , 

City. The fellowship has 
worke9 with the minjstry fo~ 
eight _ years. Retreat partici
pants held a walk-a-thon/
prayerwalk and did work for 
the ministry, which was begun 
by the J3aptist Collegiate Min
istries of Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City. 

PARTICIPATING IN THE walk-a-thon for Appalachian Outreach at Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson CitY, are participants of the Tennessee Baptist Fellowship of the Blind annual retreat, 
from left front row. Henrietta Baldwin, Jsoline Baptist Church, Crossville; Norm Pauley, Solid 

Fellowship members raised 
about $1,000 for the ministry 
through the walk-a-thon. 
They also provided about 
$400 worth of products for 
hygiene bags and bags of 
laundry detergent which 
they prepared. 

Remembering 
During the Friday evening 

retreat session members 
spoke of their memories of 
participating in the retreat. 

Donna Manuel of First 
Baptist Church, Loretto, said 
she came in 1999 to the 
retreat with her friend, Chris 
Moore of Loretto, with some 
trepidation because they did
n't know anyone who would 
be attending. 

She said everyone was 
very friendly and "included 

- I I 

Rock Baptist Church, Greenbrier; Richard Standsbury, First Baptist Church, Loretto; back row, 
Charles Couey, Tusculum Hills Baptist Church, Nashville; Ralph Stelzman, Talbott; and Joe Cas
torina, Salem Baptist Church, Halls. - Photos by Connie Davis Bushey 

FOUNDERS OF THE Tennessee Baptist Fellowship of the Blind, Jarvi~ Hearn, third. from left, 
retired from the TBC staff now of Smithville, Va., and Charles Couey, fight, of Nash.vt/1~, stand 
with, from left, Sharon Bragg, fellowship coordinator of NashvHie; Karla Hearn of SmithVIlle, Va.; 
and Beverly Smothers, community ministry specialist of the TBC. 
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Tenn. missionary 
llies in Brazil 
1MB news office 

RICHMOND -·Elaine Lam
bach, 49, a missionary serving 
in Brazil through the Interna
tional Mission Board, died after 
a brief illness July 14. Lambach 
was serving in~ church and 
home outreach evangelism in 
the seaport city of Belem in 
northern Brazil. 

She and her husband, Paul, 
have served on the mission 
field together 10 years. Paul is 
a church planter who teaches at 
the Agulha Baptist Bible Insti
tute and the Equatorial Baptist 
Theological Seminary, where be 
is the head of the missions 
department. 

Lambach's death is the sec
ond to impact the South Ameri
ca region in just over a week. 
Gregory Gomez IV, a student 
missionary serving in Peru, was . 
killed in a bus accident July 5. 

Born Elaine Samples in 
Morristown, Lambach attended 
Walters State Community Col
lege in Morristown and Carson
Newman College in Jefferson 
City. She graduated from the 
University of Tennessee in 
Memphis with a degree in 
physical therapy. 

In addition to her husband, 
Lambach is survived by their 
five children. 

Funeral services were held-
• July 26 at First Baptist 

Church, Morristown. 0 

Campers escape · 
injury at NGU 

.. Baptist Press 

-

TIGERVILLE, S.C. - About 
900 teenagers and camp staff 
narrowly escaped injury when 
severe storms struck the cam
pus of North Greenville U niver
sity July 21. 

The students, who were 
attending Centrifuge and M
fuge camps, were finishing a 
worship service and about to 
move to Bible study classes ip 
NGU's Donnan Administration 
Building when the storm hit, 
according to the university's 
website. Half that 1building's 
roof was torn off and the debris 
landed on the Neves Academic 
Building a few yards away, a 
quarter of which collapsed. 

Damage to the campus was 
estimated at $500,000 to $1 
million, but NQrth Greenville 
President James Epting was 
more focused on what he called 
"a miracle in Tigerville." 

"This is nothing when you 
think about lives," Epting told 
the Greenville News. "To know 
you had that many people on 
campus and not one was burt 
- it was a miracle in Tiger-
vill " e. 

While a tornado was not 
reported, storms like the one that 
struck the campus may pack 
winds in excess of 60 mph, a 
National Weather Service mete
orologist told the newspaper. 

Damage to the administra-

tion building was minimal 
because an original flat roof 
underneath the existing roof 
remained intact, the school 
reported on its website. A por
tion of the building that housed 
the school's main computer 
server was damaged by water. 
The area damaged in the aca
demic building includes the 
registrars office. 

"Buildings can be replaced 
but lives can't," Epting said. 
"We are very blessed that no 
one was injured." 

The students were expected 
to finish out their week of camp 
and fall classes will begin as 
scheduled on Aug. 20. NGU is 
affiliated with the South Car
olina Baptist Convention. 0 

Canadian Baptists 
OK ••me change 
Baptist Press 

CHARLOTTETOWN, Prince 
Edward Isl~nd, Canada 
Messengers to the Canadian 
Convention of Southern Bap
tists annual convention over
whelmingly voted to change the 
convention's name to the Cana
dian National Baptist Conven
tion, culminating a process that 
began four years ago. 

Messengers also approved a 
church to church covenant 
which Jeff Christopherson, out
going convention president, 
said defines the "substance" of 
where Canad.i~ Southern Bap
tists are hea~g. 

A total of 136 messengers, 
along with 148 guests, regis
tered for the June 30-July 2 
convention at the University of 
Prince Edward Island in Char
lottetown. 

In balloting on the new 
name, 86 percent voted in fll:vor 
of the change; 14 percent 
against. 

"We're still Southern Bap
tists, that did not change," said 
Gerry Taillon, CNBC national 
ministry leader; addressing 
messengers and guests at the 
annual meeting. 

"Our relationships with 
Southern Baptist churches, 
a~sociations and agencies are 
just as solid as ever." 

In an interview following the 
convention, Taillon said the 
change was needed to establish 
the ·Canadian convention's 
identity, noting, "It was neces
sary to clear up confusion with 
the uninitiated who come to all 
the wrong ideas ofwbo we arEr.• 

Taillon told the messengers 
that each of the four words in 
the new name holds signifi
cance: 

• Canadian as the identity 
for the convention. 

• National as the scope for 
the convention's churches 
across Canada. 

• Baptist as the convention's 
heritage and belief system. 

• Convention as how the 
organization works together. 

The convention's new name 
in French - Canada's official 
languages are English and 
French - will have the same 

CNBC acronym: Convention 
Nationale Baptiste Canadi
enne. 

The proposed change did 
cause discussion prior to the 
vote. 

Shan An, pastor of Dixie 
Baptist Church in Toronto, said 
he would g0 along with the final 
decision, but he thought the 
Southern Baptist name was 
valuable. In addition, be 
described the word national as 
"outdated." 

"There is nothing wrong 
with CCSB," An said. "It is what 
we heard for 20 years." 

In support of the new name, 
however, Dwayne Bartley, pas
tor of Cambrian Heights Bap
tist Church in Calgary, Alberta, 
said he thought national is a 
"very good Canadian word" and 
name changes have biblical 
precedent. 

"There were times when 
someone changed their identity 
when God was getting ready to 
do a new thing in their life," 
Bartley said. 

The vote was the second and 
final vote on the convention's 
new name. In the first vote in 
July 2007, 97 percent of the 
messengers at the annual con
vention in Richmond, British 
Columbia, vote4 in favor of the 
change. The Canadian conven
tion's constitution requires two 
votes for changes to the docu
ment. 0 

TRBC members 
appr.ove pastor's 
retirement ,;.ckage 
Gompiled by B&R staff 

will happen as long u I aa .. 
tor at Two Riven,• S.U 
wrote. 

In his lettt-r, Sutton wn 
voting for th~ package •d0111 
mean that you do not love• 
that I do not lo,,e you. I w 

• 
cherish our relationship. It 
ply means that a good 
attempt is being made to 
this awful situation. I hope th 
on Sunday you will vote 
approve the motion for r 
early retirement." 

The Thnncssean reported t 
church is struggling financia 
and that three staff membt 
were recently "laid ofT." 

"We know where we t 

financially," said Jol 
Levesque, chairman of t 
human resources miniat 
team at the church. 

"That's why the retireme 
plan will be paid out over fi 
years." 0 

Tennessee DR ' 
sllilts to Iowa 

I 

Baptist and Reflector 

· BRENTWOOD - Tenn818 
Baptist Disaster Relief Ia 
week shifted its flood recove 
teams from Muscoda, Wis., 
Wapello, Iowa, according 
David Acres, state disaat 
relief director. 

"Tennessee Baptist Disut 
Relief units were moved h 
Wisconsin to Iowa July 22-23 
assist with on-going ope1 
tions," said Acres. 

Also a five-member feediJ 
team from Lawrence 
Baptist Association, ueomllli 
July 26 for Wapello. The 
team, which is scheduled 

NASHVILLE - Members of serve through Aug. 2, is w. 
Two Rivers Baptist Church ing on the lewa Baptist Cci 
approved a retirement package vention feeding unit and se 
of $314,000 for pastor Jerry recovery workers. 
Sutton on July 27, according to The teams' shift last w 
local media reports. resulted in three chaplains 

The retirement package was . three flood recovery teau 
approved by 78.8 percent of the working in Iowa. 
voting members, The Ten- Teams responding in M 
nessean reported on July 28. da that moved last week 

The package is based on 22 Wapello were: a three-memb 
months salary with additional flood recovery team from Be 
funds for legal and counseling lab Baptist Association, Uai 
fees, if necessary, church offi- -t)ity, and a chaplain from Jj 
cials announced at a Sunday ferson County Baptist Associ 
business meeting, The Ten- tion, Jefferson City, whi 

nessean reported. worked July 20-26; and a 
Sutton will also receive member flood recovery tell 

health and disability insurance from Robertson County Bapd 
until he starts a new job or Association, Springfield, ~ 
reaches age 62, according to the worked July 20-26. 
paper. In addition, two chaplu 

The paper also noted the from Nolachucky Baptist AlA 
retirement package will be paid ciation, Morristown, 
over 66 months. July 18-26 in Wapello. 

Sutton issued a letter late Also a 14-member 
last week asking members to recovery team from Wiilll 
attend on Sunday and to vote Carey Baptist Associadt 
for the package. - Fayetteville; Duck River Bapli 

Sutton acknowledged that Association, Tullahoma; ~ 
"over the last 14 months we Baptist Association, McE• 
have been involved in a conflict and New Duck River Bapli 
which does not appear will go Association, Shelbyville, wort. 
away .... Although we have won July 18-26 in Wapello. 
court cases and church votes Donations may be made 
the conflict continues. disaster relief for "2008 Midtil 

"Our people are weary, lead- Storm Damage" at www. 
era are tired, and -those who tist.org or Tennessee Bapli 
love Two Rivers honestly want Disaster Relief: P.O. Box 11 
it to end. I do not believe 'that Brentwood, TN 37024. I"'J 

-
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~t -Onnaroo, Te nessee . Baptists provide I More than Music' 
3y Carol Pipes ,. campers stopped by the hospi- start spiritual conversations " 
aaptist Press tality tent every day for. free cof- ~ Hilliard says. "People ask u~, 
I fee and donuts, water, Iced tea, 'Why are you doing this?' We tell 

MANCHESTER - For four lemonade, and fruit. "We're here them we're here because God 
Jays the world converged on the to be ministers of God's grace," loves you and we love you." 
1amlet here that has a popula- Gandy says. Scott and Madalyn Chitwood, 
r,ion of about 10,000 people. Or In the heat of the day, members of Riva Lake Baptist 

it seemed. This unassuming campers found shade at the tent Church in Winchester, were 
' nurn surges to the -state's fifth- -a luxury at Bonnaroe- and among the volunteers who ven-
~r~eRt city when Bonnaroo gets shelter when it rained. But most tured out to interact with the 
\Ul<ter way every June. of all, they experienced the love crowds. "It's wonderful getting 

Named best festival by of Christ. to talk to people and then mov-
~olling Stone magazine, the "We've become a place of ing to a salvation testimony," 
,even-year-old event is a four- refuge," says Kerry Walker, pas- , says Marolyn, in her second 
Jay, mUlti-stage camping festi- tor ofTrinity Baptist Church in year at Bonnaroo. "When the 
al on a 700-acre farm 60 miles Manchester and coordinator of door is open, we just ask them if 

;outh of Nashville. Among the the More than Music ministry. they want to walk through that 
1eadliners at this year's Bonna- "We help people who are lost or door and accept Christ." 
·oo, amid i~ atira of peace, love, separated from their friends get "We don't always get to see 

pot, were Metallica, Pearl back to their campsites. We've the harvest firsthand here," says 
am, Willie Nelson, Kanye West, helped people get home who got Larry Gilmore, director of evan-

md B.B. King. here and realized it was more ANN GERMAN, center, of Winchester, and Joy Schunemann of gelism for the Tennessee Baptist 
Bonnaroo's 80,000 attendees tlran they bargained for. And Tullahoma, show Kwadgo, a vender at Bonnaroo, where to find the Convention. 

:orne from all walks oflife- col- we've driven people to Wal-Mart "More than Music".booth, staffed by Baptist volunteers.- Photo by ''For many of the people here, 
l,,..,,..., preps, hippies, even some to get prescriptions filled. Our Carol Pipes all we can do is share the truth, 
;oc•t:er moms. "We humans are a ministry is only limited by our · plant a seed, and pray that 

breed of critter," one ·creativity." were able to provide the hospi- drugs, and the alcohol," · Dave down the road someone else will 
)lo:ggE~r say~, "and you can see Of course, the main reason tality tent. In additiOn to free says. "I'm sick of seeing all the water that seed and then even-

of our strangeness on pal'ade the Baptists are on hand is to refreshments, they're now pro- stuff that's going on around me. tually God will bring them to 
Bonnaroo." remind campers that there's viding an Internet cafe and a I'm ready to go home." harvest." 
But weird comes in different. more to life than pmsic and the Sunday morning worship serv- And, he says, "I know I need The volunteer team received' 

~rms,_ says Bill Gandy, a chap- next big party - and then point Ice. to get serious with God." . a message iast year from a 
ain with the Southern Baptist them to God. A team of students from "These kids are not our ene- young man who'd been at Bon-
~ortl). Am~rican Mission Board. Tennessee Baptists have Union University, Tennessee mies,': Walker says. "They do naroo. He said that when he'd 

"Wue...the weirdest group at been serving the Bonnaroo Tech, and the University ofTen- things we hate, but Satan is the met the volunteers he didn't 
3onna@(i.because we have noth- crowd since the festival's infan- nessee at Martin on their sum- enemy and they are the battle- understand why Christians 
ng to sell," Gandy says of the cy. mer mission trip kept the tent ground. We're here to spe~ the would be at a festival like this. 
rennessee Baptist volunteers "The first couple of years the open 24-hours a day by working truth in love and show them One of the volunteers gave .him 
vho man the "More than Music" town wasn't ready for the mass- the night shift. During the day they are loved and accepted. a Frisbee with the gospel writ
ent at the festival. Hundreds of es of people, and traffic was a chaplains and volunteers mingle "Most are searching and are ten on it. He took the Frisbe1e 

nightmare," Walker says. "Trav- with the visitors and easily OK to talk about spiritual home, played with it, but more 
elers were · stuck on the inter- strike up conversations. things as long as you ask them importantly he read the roes
state and access roads for hours, "We encourage everyone who their story and earn the zight to sage on it and gave his life to 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Union Baptist Church is 

:~rese11t1V accepting applications 
a full-trme pastor. Please 

resumes to East Union 
3aptist Church, c/o Pulpit 
3earch Committee, 2244 Beech 
31uff Road, Jackson, TN 38301. 

• • • • ............ 
:;ardiff Baptist Church .seeking a 
Jivocational pastor. Send re-
3ume to Cardiff Baptist Church, 

Pulpit Committee, 150 
Ln., Rockwood, TN 

arleston Baptist Church in 
Stanton, Tenn. (Tipton Co.): 
seeking full-time pastor to serve 
in our rural community. Par
sonage is available. Send 

to Search Committee, 
8692 Hwy. 179, Stanton, TN 
38069. . 

++++ 
Gap Creek Baptist Church, a 
conservative member of the 
Cumberland Gap Baptist Asso
ciation in Claiborne County, 
Tenn., is accepting applications 
for a full-time pastor. Experience 
is preferred. Gap Creek has all 
active membership of over 300 
and is growing. If possible, send 
a CD or DVD" of your sermon 
along ·with a resume. Send 
resume to Gap Creek Baptist 
Church, Attn: Troy Poore, P. 0. 
Box 1 n, Arthur, TN 3n07. You 
may send your resume by e-mail 
to trpoore@ hotmail.com or fax to 
(423) 869-8777. 

and they were unprepared for comes to the tent to come back speak." Christ. 
the hot temperatutes and long as often as they want," Gandy Baylon Hilliard, director of "We don't a lways know 
lines. Several churches in town says. missions for the Duck River · what's going to happen, but God 
got together and handed out bot- And they keep coming back. Baptist Association, says the does," Gilmore says. 
tles of water to people stuck in Dave, from Bartlett, had Visited _. Baptist volunteers sow seeds "But if we're kingdom-mind
traffic." the tent several times by S_atur- well beyond the hospitality _tent. ed, then we just keep planting, 

Every year, Tennessee Bap- day morning. "I really appreci- "[W]e have teams of volunteers keep sowing, and God's going to 
tists have increased their efforts ate what you guys are doing who go out among the campers give a harvest." 0- Pipes is edi
in tandem with the growth of here. It's a great place to get and vendors for the purpose of tor of the North American Mission 
the festival. Two years ago they away from the crowds, the inviting people to the tent and to Board's On Mission magazine 

. . 
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B11ptist 11nd Reflector Day 
Sunday, Aug. 17 

To help more people become aware of their Baptist paper, we 
offer your church free copies of the Aug. 13 issue: to distribute on 
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Tennessee Baptist Fellowship of the Blind 
- Contrnued from page 1 
is a member of Central Baptist Church, 
Loudon. 

,Johnny Jones of First Baptist Church, · 
Smyrna, said he received a call on Aug. 4, 
1987, from Justice, a friend, about the fel
lowship retreat. Jones is known for his 
amazing memory of dates. 

Jones has attended every year since'; 
he said, except a couple of years he 
couldn't participate. 

The fellowship "has done so much for 
me," he said. 

Patsy Taylor of Block Springs Baptist 
Church, Blaine, said her church has 
helped her obtain the funds needed to 
attend the retreat and she thanked them. 
Since she began attending, "I haven't 
missed a year," she said. 

Participants also recounted t imes 
when canoes tipped over, evenings were 
spent outside by campfires, and tricks 
were played on each . other. At one retreat 
a trailer was moved by campers behind a 
building to hide it. Several retreat partic
ipants said some of their best memories 
are of the sing-a-longs and music pre
sented by members over the years. The 
music times were spontaneous events in 
the early years that have become expect 
ed by the members. They are held after 
regular sessions and cont inue unt il the 
wee hours of the morning. 

J arvis Hearn recalled participants of 
the first r etreat calling out for pizza near 
midnight. He said the participants were 

able to talk the company into delivering a 
pizza though it was past their delivery 
hours by telling the employee "some sad 
story" about them being blind, he joked. 
Hearn worked at the TBC from 1969-95. 
He retired as director of partnership mis
sions and telecommunications. 

What he learned at that first meeting 
of blind Baptists, he told the group, was 
that "you h ave a great time and enjoy 
each other's company." 

Hearn arranged for the cassette edi
tion of the B&R to be produced and 
was the voice of the B&R until he 
retired. The ministry is still offered. 

Charlyene Couey of Nashville, who 
is sighted and the wife of Charles 
Couey, said she and Charles brought 
their children with th em to t he 
retreat over the years. 

She noted that their son and 
daughter, who are now grown, already 
knew that "life is not a bed of roses," 
but "are better people because of you 
guys." 

member of their church. They ha\'e 
attended for eight years and also 
involved Kenneth Wade. a sighted church 
member. This year the Pyatts and Wade 
transported 11 people from the Knoxville 
area to the retreat. 

David Pyatt said Brittle and his broth
er, who live near their parents, "are an 
inspiration to us." 

The folks the Pyatts have met through 
the retreat begin calling them in the 
spring to plan for the retreat, said David. 

~For the bhnd thi~ i~ tht highlight 
their year." 

Be"erh• motht'rs, communitv mi . . 
istries speciabst of the TB . thMk• 
Tennessee Bnpti~t~ for gift~ to th~ Coo 
erative Prognun, from wluC'h $1,500 go 
for the retreat and planning for t} 
event. 

To request information nbout the ru 
sette ministry, contact Cnrril~ Smith of tl 
TBC staff at 1-800.558-2090, ~1. 202 
(615) 371-2025, or csmith@tnbaptist.org. 

Sharing a similar story was War
ren and Sharon Bragg of Nashville 
who like the Coueys for many years 
brought their c~ildren with them. 
Sharon who is legally blind, is coordi
nator for the fellowship. She also 
operates a business providing meals 
to prisoners. 

ENJOYING FELLOWSHIP as they fill zip-lock bags with hygiene items are Patsy Taylc 
left, of Block Springs Baptist Church, Blaine, and· Randall Beasley of Third Baptl: 
Church, Nashville. They are working at a center of Appalachian Outreach, Jefferson Cit 

David and She~ Pyatt of Second 
Baptist Church , Clinton, began attending 
because they got to know James Brittle, a 

• 

WALKING in the field house of Carson-Newman College as part of the wall 
a-thon for Appalachian Outreach are, from left, Neal Phillips, Stokely's Chapi 
Baptist Church, Newport; Kenneth Wade, Second Baptist Church, Clinton; an 
Jessica Miller, First Baptist Church, Loretto. 

JARVIS HEARN, right, founder of the fellowship while a TBC staff member, visits with 
Jessie and Paul Robinson of Middle Tennessee Baptist Church, Murfreesboro. The couple 
are preparing hygiene kits for Appalachian Outreach, Jefferson City, at one of the ministry's 
sites . 

OFFICERS FOR LAST YEAR and this year are, from left, Donnie Helton, past and present 
president, Sims Chapel Baptist Church, Sevierville; Henrietta Baldwin, past secretary-treas
urer, lsoline Baptist Church, Crossville; Randall Beasley, past vice president, Third Baptist 
Church, Nashville; and Charlyene Couey, new secretary-treasurer of Tusculum Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville. 

PREPARING BAGS of laundry detergent at a ministry site of Appalachia 
Outreach are Wayne Bragg, left, Glenwood Baptist Church, Nashville, an. 
James Brittle of Second Baptist Church, Clinton. 
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i.eCU"ning from those who know life • IS no bed of roses 
long the 

By Connie Davis Bushey 

I have not been araund such a 
group of people in a ·long 

11m•~.-The group I am referring to 
the Tennessee Baptist Fellow

ofthe Blind. I attended part 
the organization's annual 

HPh'P.at last weekend. (See pages 
& 4 for story and photos.) 
Jarvin Hearn, co-founder of 
group with Charles Couey of 

ashville, drove over from his 
lODle in Sniithville, Va., to par

, I~~·Cip:ate in the fellowship's 25th 
~uvE~rsllry celebration. 

Hearn, who retired from the 
Baptist Convention 

l+att· after serving from 1969-95 
various roles, finally as direc

, • • /U .. of pal'tnership ·missions and 

telecommunications, was glad to 
be with his long-time friends, it 
was clear. 

Hearn said his work with the 
blind in Tennessee is something 
"I treasure as much as anything 
I did for Tennessee Baptists." 

He described some of the pre
liminary efforts to develop con
tacts With blind Baptist s in Ten
nessee. He was backed by Tom 
Madden, retired executive direc
tor, TBC, and the late Les Baum
gartner, missions department 
director of the TBC. 

But his main partner was 
Charles Couey, who is still a vol
unteer serving as national con
sultant for the blind for the 
North American Mission Board. 
The development work was 
daunting at points and .discour
aging at . other points, said 
Hearn, but they kept at it. 

Couey, when thinking of the 
beginning . Qf the fellowship, 
often tells· of receiving a letter 
from Hearn after they met. 

Couey, who is blind, expected a 
typed letter and felt the paper to 
see if he could read it by touch. 
He was shocked to feel braille. 
Hearn who had used a rudimen
tary braille tool set to produce 
the note. · · 

"That said something to me 
that he could do this work," 
Couey told the retreat gr~up last 
weekend referring to Hearn. 

Hearn also t aught himself to 
read braille. He already knew 
sign language from missions 
work done before he came to our 
state. 

Hearn said he and Couey and 
the others they worked with 
became close through the years 
and had a lot of fun. Most of the 
time he forgot that Couey was 
blind, Hearn said. 

Now they communicate bye
n:ian. Hearn said he has yet to 
find a word misspelled by Couey 
in an e-mail. And .he's is more 
t echnically savvy- -thap. most 
sighted people. 

The fellowship is important, 
said Hearn, because it gives 
folks with vision problems "an 
opportunity to have something 
that they are limited in, and 
that is personal interaction 
throughout the'entire year." 

Also th e fellowship brings 
people together who sh are "the 
basic common denominator of 
our love of t he Lord," said 
Hearn. 

Sharon Bragg, fellowship 
coordinator of Nashville, said 
t he fellowship is important 
because 4 percent of the popula
tion have vision iss.ues. Bragg, 
who is legally blind, added that 
vision problems can stem from 
diabet es, cat aracts, macular 
degener ation, and glaucoma. 
She noted that of the one million 
Tennessee Baptist s, statistics 
show that some 40,000 have 
vision problems, of which 10,000 
are totally blind. 

Many people with vision 
problems, said Bragg, ''become 

rite slteplterd's walk -~ lcnow wlten . fo stop. preaclting 
By James Porch 

While-- passing through the pastorate, 
· know when to stop prea~h-

=--= 

PORCH 

mg. 
I got the message, clear 

and simple one Sunday -
night. . Visiting a church, 
sitting near the back of 
the sanctuary (worship 
center ), I fervently 
~ttempted to connect with 
the pastor's message. 

Through labored delivery, he struggled to 

blend his t ext, his interpretation, and sev
eral alliterated points.· Simultaneous!~ 
growing empathy and yet frustration 
combined to shorten my 
attention span. In the midst 
of the rising vacuum, a gentle 
yet jolting thought strongly 
caught and held my attention, 
"James, if while preaching I 
give you a good place to stop, 
honor it." · 

A ·spiritual blessing indeed, 
both for me · as a proclaimer and 
the hearers I am privileged to 

; 

,r.••JIRC Dr 

l 
address. In· response to the revelation, I 
m onitor my messages with increased 

awareness the Holy Spirit's ending 
point must override my fervor and 
preparation. A sermon conclusion 
drawn up t o reflect h~tniletical princi
ples can. fit nicely in the s.tudy but . 
prove to be out of place in the pulpit 
and before God's good folks. S o, 
preacher fri~nd, watch out for the 
Holy Spirit's stop sign! 0 - Copy
right by James Porch, executive direc

tor-treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion. 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Alpha Baptis t Church, Mor
ristown, Tenn., is seeking a full
time minister of music/worship. 
Blended worship with talented 

. adult choir, graded children & 
youth choirs, praise team, and 
adult and children's handball 
choirs.. Please send res ume to 
Alpha Baptist Church, 245 St. 
Johns Roa d, Morris town, TN 
37814, Attention: Personnel. · 

••• ••• ••• ••• • • • • 
First Baptis t Church, Asheboro, 
N.C., is se e king an associate 
pas tor for worship a nd music. 
Re quirements: minimum of a 
ba chelor's degree in music, sem
inary a plus , 3-5 years expe ri
ence. For fu rther details check 
the church website at www.
fbcasheboro.com . Submit re
sume to First Baptist Church, 
Asheboro, NC 27203, Attn: A. M. 
Stratton, Chairman of the Music 
Search Team. 

A growing church near North 
Myrtle Beach, S.C._, is searching 
for a full-time minister of music 
and worship, with experience in 
leading a blended style. Se nd 
resumes to Search Committee, 
Living Wate r Baptist Church, 
1569 Highway 9 East, Longs, SC 
29568. 

silent and they disappear" 
because their mobility is limited 
and "they won't ask for help." 

The Tennessee Baptist Fel
lowship of the Blind gives those 
people a way to be active and 
enjoy ministry and fellowship 
with others in their situation. 
They also become friends and 
st ay in contact during the year. 

I heard at the retreat Johnny 
J ones of Smyrna tell about his 
surgery for a brain tumor. He 
noted that Couey came to the 
hospit al during the surgery to be 
with his family and friends. 

Henrietta Baldwin, 85, who 
has macular degeneration, and 
others at the fellowship retreat 
also not~d that "life is no bed of 
roses." 

Knowing that, it was said, 
helps people and even Chris
tians be better people. 

I know I am a better person 
after spending time with these 
folks. 0 - Bushey is news editor 
of the Baptist and Reflector. 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Getting the 
vvord out 

Baptist and R eflector Day 
will be observed on the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention cal
endar on Sunday, Aug. 17. 

. As has been the tradition for 
as long .as I can remember, we 
are providing free copies of the 
Aug. 13 issue for churches to 
order and distribute. Why do we 
continue to do this as cost s have 
risen over the years. 

I asked myself that question 
each year we approach the third 
Sunday in August. The conclu- . 
sion I always come to is that we 
(the staff) believe in what we do. 
We believe God has called us to 
tell the story of what Tennessee 
Baptists are doing to spread the 
name of J esus in our state and 
around t he world . 

I read the statistics. I know 
newspaper circulation is in 
decline across the board. But I 
also know that as long as we con
tinue to tell God's story through 
the life ofTennessee Baptists we 
will have an audience. 

And for that reason, we con
tinue to send the paper out en 
masse once a year because there 
are many Tennessee Baptists 
who are not aware that they 
help support a state newspaper 
through the Cooper ative Pro
gram. 

Help us get the word out. 
Encourage people you know to 
subscribe. Participate in B&R 
Day on Aug. 17. 

We are committed to telling 
the story of Tennessee Baptists. 
Please partner with us. Call 
(615) 371-2003 to order free 
copies of the Aug. 13 issue. 0 

• 

• 



.. 

''Bui/Jing healthy churches empowered by the presence of Gotl." 

Missions Matters 
. -

In 2005, Tennessee Baptists entered into a 5-year mini~try 

partnership with the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary and 

College (CSBS&C), located in Cochrane, Alberta. The CSBS&C 

has students from all across Canada, the United States, as well as many 

other countries. Several pastors and laypeople have been to teach at the 

Seminary in the last few years. 

The leadership at the Seminary has shared with us two additional needs. 

Assistance is needed in getting a sewer system from the city of Cochrane to 

the campus. Volunteers will be needed to help with manual ~abor as well as 

financial assistance to complete the project. 

Tennessee churches are also needed to ((adopt a student.'' Many of the 
students come from non-Christian background with little to no emotional 

support from home. Churches are also needed to encourage and pray for a . 
student and family for the time they are at the seminary. 

These students are training for ministry yvith great sacrifice that often 

limits what they can do for their families. This is an opportunity for churches, 

associations, families, deacons, and others to c~me alongside these ministers 

in training who will help spread the gospel and magnify the kingdom in 

Canada and the world. Connecting churches, family, and individuals to 

students will affect a student with the essentials in training that are needed as 

they prepare for the ministry. 

Will your church consider getting involved with seminary and the 
students? 

' 

Included below is the contact information for members of your Tennessee 

Baptist Convention missionary staff that are actively involved sending 

mission teams to Canada. They are: 

Kim Margtave, Volunteer Missions specialist ........... (615) 371-2021 

kmargrave@tnbaptist.org 

Heather Beard, Church Health ministry assistant ...... .. (615) 371-2061 

hbeard@mbaptist.org 

Canadian. Baptist Seminary 
· Equios Students . 

By Rob Bfackaby 

Paul wrote to the Romans that he was not ashamed of the gospel, 
it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes." •.nu'miiiiU 

1: 16) Paul wrote to the Corinthians that "the Kingdom of God is not a mal[lm
1 

of .talk, but of power." (I Corinthians 4:20) 
The New Living Translation renders ~s verse: "The Kingdom of God 

not just fancy talk; it is living by God's power." Paul was anxious to disti .. 8~ 
between "big talkers" and powerful 5itizens of Christ's kingdom. 

First-century Rome witnessed horrible manifestations of human d,.nr·:tv11nr 

It seemed that no barrier was in place to arrest people in their moral 
spiritual bankruptcy. Things were degenerating from bad to worse. Co 
reigned from the halls of power to co~mon venues throughout the empire li 
family and community. 

First-century Corinth was a city filled with every form of hu 
brokenness. Society was coming apart at the seams. There was nrnrn 

spiritual confusion. Truth was ill defined and casually sought after. People 
spiritually and morally adrift. 

When I think about 21st century Canada, we are confronted with m 
not all of the same plagues as Christians faced 20 centuries eiflier. 

In the 2002 Canadian popular census, 27% of Canadians claimed "NO 
Religion." In the Canadian Press Harris/Decima Survey (May 2008), it • 
revealed that 1 in 4 Canadians "do not believe in a god." When the surwt~~ 
considered only Canadians under the age of 25, statistics reveal that I in 3 
Canadians "do not believe in a god." 

As evangelical Christians we feel the dwindling if not almost compl 
absence of any Christian subculture. Canadian sociologists observe that it • 
not that the average person is opposed to the Christian message; they 
ignorant to it! 

We now live in a society marked by rapid secularization, relativism, 
urban challenge. Yet, almost every census, ·survey, and poll indicates thai, 
Canadians are on a quest for meaning. 

At the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary and College, what kind 
graduates should we be training? 

It is not our primary task to graduate merely eloquent, pou": tn~~:~ 
professional clergy. It is our sacred mandate to equip as many leadtrs as 
grants us, who will be able to effectively and efficiently train generatio.u 
spirirua1lcaders across Canada and around the wor1d. It is incumbent upon 
to implore God to shape our student body to be people who COllfajgeo1W 
joyously, unreservedly love God, love His Word, and love His people. 

Our students know that Canada resembles Europe much more closely 
the United States. And God has given us a faculty with global experience 
missionaries, who are weU equipped to men~or the next generation of 'Nn, 

American and International missionaries. 
I am confident that God will continue to author this chapter in CRII 

school's history. We rely on Him for wisdom, provision, students, and ~ 
Pray that the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary and College will be markol 

by the power of God. 

(Blackaby is the president of the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary anll 
College.) 
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Volunteers Neetled for Seminary 
Sewer ~roject 
By BarrrNelson 

"' 

I At the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary and College, raising 

money to tie into the local town's sewer system seems to fall into the "~nly 

God can do this" category. 

For several years now, it has been necessary to pump waste from the 

septic tanks and haul it away nearly every day. This creates a tremendous 

fmancial burden, both to maintain a large pump truck and to pay la~or 

costs for the daily routine of pumping. · 

· In addition, the seminary was recently annexed by the town, and 

bylaws require that the school connect io the municipal sewer. syst~m. 
What's the holdup? The estimated cost for the whole proJect ts over 

$400,000. At least $250,000 is. required for the project's first phase, 

which involves connecting the school's septic system to the town's sewer 

system. The remainder of the money wQuld allow the sc~ool to conn.ect 

all of the existing structures including the buildings and student houstng 

into the system. , . - · 

God put on the heart of the academic dean, Steve Booth, who served 

dien as interim president, t~ lead the initial thrust of raising prayer, 

support, and funds for the sewer before Rbb Blackaby: arrived as president 

~ril 2007. In reading the Book of Nehemiah, God showed Booth 

He cares about infrastructure, andlhat He would use His people to 

ompll~ih this task. 

Booth felt that God was leading him;~o challenge the faculty, staff, 

, ........... to give to the sewer first. This .small group of people fr9m 

and College community Has given more than $40,000 so 

Large and sm~_gifu have come in n-om churches and individuals. 

··L-·.· the generosity of donors, along with i:he matching gifts, the 

li¥ this 
of God unfold for such an 

. 
~ilities manager, is in charge of 

~· the 'l:ontta,~ors for the. project. Once 
esum~ t!tat the first phase, which 

L'i..'"'" fWilt-or Cocbiane's sewer system 

o~month. 
~~~~v'er. !~"'celebration, 

on the school's west 
spring 2009 to help 

with the manual 

Southern 

Seminary Requests Prayer Partners 

Seminary can be an extremely challenging time for students. 

Often, the student balances full-time studies with family, with 

church ministry, and with additional work to meet financial 

obligations. Further, unlike f!lOSt other types of studies, seminary 

training not only presents an academic challenge, but a spiritual one 
as well. 

During their years at seminary, many students experience the 

firm shaping of the Master Potter's. hand, which is crucial to the 
formation of a Christian minister. · 

"It is absolutely critical that each of our graduates is spiritually 

prepared for the rigors of ministry," said Don McNaughton, director 

of· student formation at the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary 

and College. . 
As part of the partnership between the Tennessee Baptist 

Convention and the CSBS&C, churches are being asked to "adopt" 

a stud~nt especially by praying. The goal of this project is that every 
. student at the seminary would have a. church in Tennessee upholding 

him or her in prayer to the Father on a consistent_ basis. 

Because of the demands on these students, most of whom will 

pastor or plant churches in Canada, or serve as missionaries across 

the globe, there is a great need for prayer support. A group of fellow 

believers or an entire chiuch can "hold the rope" and encourage by 

interceding on behalf of a seminary stl!dent. 
Don Pierson, Tennessee Baptist Convention p_rayer strategies 

_specialist, recently taught a class, "Prayer that Availeth Much," at the 

, ~BS&C as a visiting professor. His ctas·s was based on James 5:16, 
which says, ·"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 

much.?J When we ask God in faith, -He"will provide in every way. 

'~Here at the seminary and in our chllfches in Canada, we are 
s~retched in every way," added Barry_ Nelson, director of 
development at CSBS&C. "We need laborers for the harvest, and we 
need financial resources, but most of all we need prayer. We are 

co~pletely dependent on the Lord, and that's a good place to be!" 

Would you consider being part of ttiis prayer support network 

~ for the Canadian seminary students? _ . . · 
fer -information on how your church can partner in this way, 

contact Kim .Margrave, TBC volunteer missions specialist, at 

krhargrave@TNBaptist.org or (615) 371-20~1. . . . 
To find out about the Canadian Southern Baptist Semtnary and 

~ College, visit their website at www.csbs~ca or contact Nelson at 

partner~hip@csbs.ca. 

. 

· ·Coming Up!~ Coming p! Coming Up! 

August 2 
• 

August 4 

August 6-16 
August 7 

Allg4St 8-9 

August 8 

August 9 

August 9 

August 11 

August 11-14 

. . 
Weekday Early Education Conference, 
First Baptist Church, Smyrna • · 
Power Up Your Sunday School Conference, 
First Baptist Church, Portland 
Malta Prayer Blitz, Malta 
Association Secretaries Celebration, 
Baptist Center, Brenrwood 
Becoming A Man of Valor, 
West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson 
Tennessee Mens Chorale Performance -
Life Way PraiSing 08, 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center, Nashville 
Power Up Your Sunday School Conference, 
Northside Baptist Church, Mwfreesboro 
Equipping Missions Leaders - West Tennessee, 
First Baptist Church, Humboldt 
Power Up Your Sunday School Conference, 
Spring Creek Baptist Church, Clarksville 
Pastor - Scaff Leadership Summit, 
Carson Springs Baptist Conference Center, Newport 

-
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sbt1ple pl~nf bt:Jffles malaria in Africa and gives hope 
Mark Kelly ' , Southem Baptist field part- post or clinic." have been distributed to 800 Arnold said. "Because of the 

Press ners are distributing starts of If mal¢ a isn't treated fair- farmers and their families, plant 's properties, it is effec
Artemisia annua, a plant that ly quickly, the illness becomes giving approximately 10,009 tive in treating worms, amoe
bas proven effective in treat- much more severe, especially people access t o their ·own bas, wounds, headaches, and 
ing malaria when its dried when its vict:lm already is treatment for malaria, Arnold asthma. That has increased 
leaves are brewed as a tea. weakened by hunger - as said. As news of the project the interE:'st in the plant." 

HORN OF AFRICA 
:We1r1 30 seconds, a child in 
a ..... ,,.a dies of malaria . . 

But it doesn't have to hap: 
Malaria often can be pre

lr eJ1telt1. When th~'s not possi
malaria can be treated·. 
it can be done simply and 

Use of Artemisia to~ treat fever many people in the Hom of spread by word of mouth, from Several farmers have 
dates back more than 17 cen- Africa are. Because early family to family, and neighbor expressed interest in growing 
turies to ancient China. symptoms of malaria are sim- to neighbor, demand for more the plants themselves, Arnold 

"This area has a population. ilar to other illne~ses, a person plants' has increased. said: That would allow the pro-
of more than 4 million people who lives in a remote area So far, at least 10 areas gram to expand with almost 
and one .of the highest inci- may simply not get to a doctor have set up Artemisia gardens no additional cost. 

' In one rural area of the 
· of Africa, Southern Bap
are.helping with a project 

11.uca .. aims to greatly reduce the 
of people who suffer 

from malaria by using a sim
remedy that can be readily 

dence rates of malaria in the in t ime. and a local govemment devel- Projects like this establish 
whole country," said William "By providing a local source opment leader who was trans- relationships that allow devel
Amold (named changed for for Artemisia plants, individ-· ferred to another district has opment· workers to show peo
security reasons),- a develop- ual f8.l1Ilers can have access to said he wants to establish an · ple other ways to improve the 
ment worke_r who is a field their own source for the treat- Artemisia distribution initia- quality of their lives, said J im 
partner of Baptist .Global ment ofmalaria," Amold said. tive in that area as well. Brown, U.S. director for Bap-
Response, . a Southern. Baptist "By distributing the plants, Interest in the plant isn't tist Global Response. 
intemational relief and devel- Southei'J?. Baptists are able to Hmited to malaria treatments _ "It's really exciting to see 
opmen1;'prg~zation. provide an effective treatment either. how many people's lives can b~ 

even in the most 
l)ten1ote areas. 

Drawing on a little more 
:rrl:hfm $10,000 from the South

Baptist World Hunger 

"Because the area is so option for people in remote "Where there is almost no touched with a small invest-
rural, 6{)· percent of the popu- rural areas." health care, people who have ment," Brown said. "By con-
lation is . at least a half-day's In just the past year, more grown Artemisia have used it necting people in need with 
walk _4;om the nearest health than 2,500 Artemisia plants to treat many other things," people who care, we h ave \.LUU, local believers and 

· · opportunities to see people 

-~-------~~------~, 
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Join Other Baptists to the Rose P~rade 
& Enjoy Reserved Grandstana Seats 

Sdays from 599~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Depart Tuesday, December 30, 2008; get away-· from the ·1 
colder weather; avoid the post holiday blahS; and enjoy the I 
best ·New Years" you've had in years on this-five day tour! I 
Includes RESERVED GRANDSTAND SEATS .A'f THE I 

I ROSE PARADE; city tour of Hollywood and Beverly Hills; I 
J up close float viewing the day before th~ parade; baggage I 
I handling: and optional sightseeing tour$ including the ~lory I· 
I of Christmas at the Crystal Cathedral' in Garden Grove, I 
I California; and shopping trip to ·the Danish Village of I 

Solvang (call one of our friendly travel consultants to I 
explain our day-by-day itinerary)! You'll spend four nights I 

1 at the deluxe Renaissance Montura Hotel in Los Angeles, 1 
1 and return home Saturday, January 3, 2009. ·You've seen 1 
1 the parade on TV for years; now see the excitement and 1 
1 hoopla of the most famous parade in America live and up 1 
1 close. The sights and sounds and even the floats' aromas 1 
I all make being there truly spectacu.lar. ~sk. to be on the 1 
I same bus with other Southern Baptists. Pnce from $599 1 
I (per p~I'Son, double occupancy):. P/~s $149 taxes, I 
I setvices, & government fees. Airfare ts extra, call for I 

prices. $50 deposits due!. . 1 I For brochure. infonnation, and reservatoons. call 7 davs a week. I 

1 YMTVacations 1 
I I 
I 1·800-736-7300 I 
I Providing Affordable Vacations Since 19671 I .. ------~ ------------

HEA~T.H INStn:-NCE . 
Big company, b~efits·:-at an 
affordabre premrtnll. Blue · 
Cross, UnitedHealtheare, & 
Humana. Great covera{le is 
just a few cHcks away, 
www.MyHealthlnsurance 
Policy.com or can Monty . 
1-888-59-health toll-free. 

The Lighthouse 
Christian Beach Retreat 

· · And Conference Center 
Orange _P.each, Alabama. 

' Directly on the Gulf of Mexico. · 
Ideal for church beach retreats. 

From 10 to 84 people. $30 per night 
per person do!"ation. A ministry of 

Romar Beach Baptist Church 
(251) 971-8400 or (251) 981-8959 

. 
·-------~-----------~---------------· 
: ~ _ ~ . . Carp~!!ht~~N .~!-!~95~c~les ! 
I 1.615.376.2287 1 

: 2007 Ckarance Sale! : 
1 Save up to $14,000 on a New I 
1 2007 1notJel hu.1. I 
I vt• f ' II · Exclusive pro der or 

I LifeWay Chorch Bus Sales 1 
I I 
I • 
~-----------------------------------

Silver Springs Invites You ... 
To Spend the Day with •.. 

W.L. Baker 
Long Time Baptist Pastor and 

Life Long Servant of God 

On His 1 Oath Birthday 

August 3, 2008 . 
10:00 a.m. 
Church 

Bro. Baker_preaches in the auditorium of Silver Springs Baptist 

11 :30 a.m. (approx) Dinner on the Ground Under the Big Tent 
Non-Silver Springs regular attenders planning to eat are asked to contact the 
church office , 
1~30 p.m. An Afternoon ot."Worshipping the Lord J~su~ an? Honoring One 
of His Choice Servants, followed by the "Grand Final~, w1th birthday cake and 
ice cream. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

Silver Springs Baptist Church, Lebanon R~ad @ B~nders Ferry, Mt. Juliet 
For details: www.silverspnngsbaptlst.net 

or call church office (615) 758-7853 for more information 

From a Baptist View 
12 wonderfUI_packages- year-round 

Excellent value for groups and individuals 

www.pilgrimtours.com 8PO 322 0788 
Pilgrim Tours, P 0 Box 268, Morgantown, PA 19543 

"Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987" 

begin experiencing full and 
meaningful lives. 

"We want to help people 
~find hope and peace and be 
inspired with the confidence 

:-they need to raise their fami
lies and build their communi
ti~s with dignity," Brown said . 

"And then you can watch it 
multiply ~ they share that 
new life with others." 0 

$ ~- -

Affordable 8eachfront 
& Beachside 

Vacation Condos 
Gulf Shores & 

Otllnge Beach, Alabama 

Best Value on the Beach! 
* Lowest Prices! * 

Over 50 Top .Quality condos! 
-.Your satisfaction is our Top 

PrioritY • Owned & Operated by 
Christian Famlly Since 19881 

(251) 971-8400 or (251) 981-8959 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 

MINISTRY- CHILDREN 
Aloma Baptist C~urch is search
ing for a minister to families with 
children to facilitate ministry to 
children from birth through age 
12, and to equip families to 
become spiritual nurturers. Pre
ferred qualifications, minimum 
bachelors and two years experi
ence. Please send resume to 
Discipleship Ministries, 181 5 SA 
436, Winter Park, FL 32792 or e
mail nmillican@ alomachurch.
org. · 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Part-time music director for fam
ily-oriented traditional services 
with expository preaching. 
Church in a growing area of 
Williamson County. Send 
resume to tammy.goins@att.
com or Triune Baptist Church, 
Music Search Committee, P. 0 . 
Box 98, Arrington, TN 37014, 
Reed Buntin, pastor. 

• 

• 
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MINISTRY - STUDENT 

Fairfield Baptist Church's growing youth group is in need of 
a full-time youth pastor. We offer a competitive salary and 
are looking for someone with a heart for'God, a passion for 
ministering to and with youth, and a willingness to relocate. 
Good leadership, communication, and teambuilding skills 
are a must. Please mail your resume to Fairfield Baptist 
Church at 1863 Hwy. 1 00, Centerville, TN 37033 or e-mail 
us at fairfieldbapt81 2@ bellsouth. net. 

Prayerfully seeking a bivo youth minister to lead and 
encourage the spiritual gr?wth of our youth, 6th-12th 
grades. All interested parties please submit resume to 
Smyrna Baptist Church, 7512 Hwy. 59 W, Burlison, TN 
38015, Attn: Youth Committee. 

•••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • 
First Baptist Church, Sparta, Tenn., is accepting applica
tions for a full-time student minister. We are seeking an 
individual who will lead in all areas of our youth ministry 
and serve as an administrator in our children's ministries. 
Resumes may be sent to First Baptist Church, 308 North 
Spring Street, Sparta, TN 38583, or e-mailed to 
jd@fbcSparta.org. 

•••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • 
West Tenn. SBC seeking bivo youth minister. Rural area 
with great growth potential. Currently at 188 membership. 
www.mfrbc.org. Please send resume to Middlefork Road 
Baptist Church, 3955 Middlefork Road, Luray, TN 38352', 
Attn: Youth Committee. 

MINISTRY - COMBINATION 
Trinity Baptist, a growing church in a growing community is 
seeking God's man to serve as our minister of music/com
bination. This is an established full-time position for our 
conservative, missions-minded, blended-style congrega
tion. Please send resumes to Staff Search Committee, 
1513 McArthur St., Manchester, TN 37355. ................ ~. • • • • • • 
Piney Grove Church, a Limestone County Baptist chu(ch 
located in Alabama is looking to hire a full-time yquth min
ister/minister' of education. Qualified applicants will have a 
heart for the salvation and spiritual welfare of youth and 
must have a vision for the overall spiritual growth and 
development of the church. Resumes will be received 
through July .31. Send resume to afogg@ardmore.net or. 
28408 Bethel Rd., Toney, AL 35773. 

Laughte~ 
T,o Best Medicine 

By 
Col. ~!ugh X. Lowls 

- .. -
Poet Laureate 

Christian Country Music 

Don't be. afraid of growing old , 
By Hugh X. Lewis 

Don't be afraid of growing old, 
Don't just sit around collecting mold. 
You're only gonna' worry yourself sick 
And then that bucket you'll be sure to kick. 

• 
Don't be ashamed of turning grey, 
You won't just dry up and blow away. 
You 've mellowed out as much as you can get, 
You'r e over-ripe, but you ain't rotten yet. 

Don't panic if you can't touch your toes, 
If you're too big for that last suit of clothes . 
Go on a diet and lose those extra pounds, 
No need to pack that overweight around. 

If a flock of crows has walked across your face, 
And you're now buying makeup by the case, 
Then, just try to remember what I said. 
It's better gettin' old than gettin' dead. 

Lewis lives in Nashville and is available for speaking 
engagements for churches and senior adult groups 
across the state. He can be contacted at (615) 883-0086. 

• 

A foCused life 
By Lloyd Jones 

Focal Passage: Hebrews 1:1-6, 
10-14; 2:1-4 

Our August theme is Life at its 
Best. Several. passages in Hebrews 
can help us achieve this. After read
ing some reasons various people are 
thought to be author of this sermon
letter, I renew my heart-choice, 
Barnabas. It has little to do with the 
debate. It's just that P.e was an 
encourager, and so is Hebrews. 

Every Sunday night of my two 
years as pastor of Rock Haven Bap
tist Church in Ken tucky we began 
worship with the chorus of "Turn 
Your Eyes Upon Jesus.". It is the 
same way Hebrews begins. 

God has spoken (cb. 1:1-3)! 
The first three verses in Hebrews 
compete with John's prologue for the 
most beautiful way to foe~ every 
eye on Jesus. Hebrews makes it 
clear that revelation didn't begin 
with J esus, but it was complete with 
Him. 

Affirming seven as the number of 
perfection and deity, verses 2-3 tell 
us seven things about our Lord 

" Jesus. He is heir of all things, agent 
of creation, the radiance C?f God's 
glory, the exact representation of 
God's ¥ture, sustainer o( all things, 
He mad~ purification for sins, and 
He sits at the right hand of Majesty. 
I pity those who think God needs to 
add something to this. Such is the 
disdain shown God's final and com
plete revelation of Himself in Christ 

by the Muslims with their Koran 
and the Mormons with their Book of 
Mormon. 

Jesus is superior (vv. 4-6, 10-
14)! After his -clear statement that 
Jesus is the full and final revelation 
of God, our encouraging writer 
moves on to say that Jesus outranks 
the angels.' No angel is called son. No 
angel is to be worshiped. No angel 
sits at God's right hand with a foot
stool made of His enemies. Only 
Jesus the Son! 

There's a growing interest in 
angels. Fine, but be careful to call on 
God, not angels. F.rom beginning to 
end the Bible says God is the One 
and only God and He requires and 
deserves all of our love, faith, and 
worship. This passage ends by 
telling us that angels are minister
ing spirits sent out to serve those 
who are going to inherit salvation, so 
be sure and call on the sender and 
Savior, Himself. 

Consequences of neglect (ch. 
2:1-4)! These verses contain the first 
of several strong warnings against 
neglecting Christ, and the result of 
neglect, drifting away from an inti
mate rela'tionship with Him. Remem
ber the para~le of the soils? If the 
seeQ. Of the gospel was sown just once, 
it would make sense to try to figure 
out which soil is saved or lost or how 
it relates to security of a believer. In 
fact, the gospel is shared over and 
over, and at various times we are as 
receptive as a hard packed path, as 
emotional as rocky soil, and as dis-

-

Sunday Schoof less 
Bibl Studi s for U 

Aug.3 

tracted as thorny soil. HoJX 
today and every tomorrow we w 
good soil, spiritUally producti' 
every way. 

Some are so intent on being 
about security of the believer 
they fail to let the warnings 
their intended bite. Too many 
proclaimed Christians live like C 
doesn't exist. If pinned down, 
say, "Jesus is my l...o.rd." But their 
chalance toward Him is disrespe 
at the least. 

There is a difference bet 
rejecting and neglecting, but hea 
heed the warnings. J esus is the 
and ultimate revelation of God · 
God has said all He plans to ~ 
He needs to say. Therefore, let'; 
like we really believe all the t: 
we say we believe about Him. 

Instead of wasting pre 
moments in life slipping thr 
loopholes, let's turn our "eyes 
Jesris, look full in His wonderful 
and allow the things of earth to 
strangely dim, in the light ol 
glory and grace." This will lead 
live life at its best. 0 - Jon1 
retired Southern Baptist pastor 
member of Tulip Grove B~ 

Church, Old Hickory. He Is ava 
for supply preaching and in 
pastorates. 

Athens: Facing questions 
By Mike Womack 

Focal Passage: Acts 15:36-
18:22 

This week we tackle a large po~ 
t ion of Scripture, encompassing 

·Paul's entire Se.cond Missionary 
Journey. It begins with a squabble 
between Paul and Barnabas which 
eventuated in two missions · teams 
instead of one [which shows God's 
grace even in human turmoil] (Acts 
15:36-41). ... . 

Paul and Silas led the team that 
traveled back through Galatia (cen
tral Turkey) for discipleship and 
evangelism. It was during this leg 
of the journey that Paul met young 
Timothy, who became so important 
to Paul's ministry later on (16:1-5). 
The Holy Spirit led them past many 
cities in western Turkey and they 
arrived at the coastal city of Troas, 
where Luke joined the team, and 
where Paul received a vision to take . 
the gospel across· the Aegean Sea 
into southeastern Europe, to a 
region called· Macedonia (now 
Greece). 

Several important events took 
place along the eastern shore of 
Greece. In Philippi (also named for 
Alexander's dad) the first European 
convert to Jesus was a successful 
female entrepreneur named Lydia . 
She and her entire household pro
fessed faith and were baptized (vv. 
il-15). Also in Philippi, Paul exor
cised a demon and was beaten and 
arrested for his efforts (vv. 16-24). A 
midnight praise and worship serv
ice in the jail was followed by a 
miraculous deliverance and the 

famous question by the jailer, 
"What must I do to be saved?" (vv. 
25-30). Paul's answer, "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 

• 
shalt be saved" (v. 31) continues to 
be one of the best and most succinct 

Sur~dcy S<:hool il.esj 
ExpJore Jhe 18ibl 

Avg .. 3 

answers possible. Another house- Next stop, Corin th : w 
h old salvation and baptism service despite meeting the wonq 
followed (vv. 32-34). The n ext day Christian couple Aquila and PJ 
Paul was formally released due to .. la,.Paul found the Jews so out1 
his Roman citizenship [God ·'i-~11 '-.. with .. Pis message that he s 
does use everything for. HiS·· ~~d] ' · flatlY.'fhat "From now on I w 
(vv. 35-40). · · ~. · · unto thE! Gentiles" (18:1-6). Goj 

On. ~o Thessalonica wh~re there a surprise for Paul because the 
was r~soning from the Ser:iptures next convert to Jesus was Cri, 
follo~eci·"}:)y multiple salva.tions, and -the head of the local synag 
the ever present reaction;'even riot who was baptized with his e 
(17:1-9). Then , they ~ie off to househ old and whose conve 
Berea and the sineere. searching of God used to influence many t. 

~ .. 
the Scriptures witq· similar results vation (v. 8). 
and reactions (vv. 10-15). Predictably, the unrece 

Athens was the next destination, Jews created a furor, which 1 
and there Paul found a city overrun : an inquest under Gallio, the R. 
with idols and filled with men Proconsul assigned to sout 
involved in idle_philosophical mus- Greece (Achaia). Gallio settl~ 
ings (vv. 16-2~). At first Paul wit~ matter in Paul's favor, but th~ 
nessed from the Scriptures, but not stop the Jew& from beating 
after meeting some of the more new chief ruler [for having fail 
philosophical Greeks, he turned to the prosecution ofPaul?J (vv. l~ 
something we would now call Chris- [Note: If this is the Soethene 
tian Apologetics [arguing for JesU& • Corinthians 1:1, then he was t 
from logic more than from Scrip- later,on.] 
ture, but always based on Scrip- Paul left Corinth ·in ten 
ture]. Paul used the presence of an observing a festival in JeruaJ 
old altar inscribed with "TT THE but made one quick stop in Epl 
UNKNOWN GOD" as a vehicle to before sailing directly to CaM 
communicate the message of the traveling to Jerusalem for 
death and resurrection of Jesus (vv. Feast, and finally back to hie t 
22-32a). While some believed, and church in Antioch (vv. 18-22). 
they all invited him back, Paul did Womack has served aa pastor ' 
not return to speak with them Tennessee Baptist church as. He 
(because they mocked the resurrec- in Athens and is avails._ for 
tion?] (vv. 33-34). opportunities . 
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TrQgic .acc·ident leads to salvation of· inmate ••• 
Continued from page 1 

j McGehee was transported to a hos
pital, where he learned that Brown had 
~ed en route. While he was waiting on 
~ gurney in the emergency ro·om for 
xamination, McGehe~ said he saw 
olice officers bring in a man in hand-

~uflts. It turned out Hill had been driv
about 100 mph and had passed .an 

before causing the accident. 
...... u officer had turned her car around 

tlll« was in the process of initiating a 
,....,, .. ,t. 
· Som~ne who witnessed the acci

.,."~ followed Hill to his sister's house 
notified police of his whereaQouts. 
was charged with one count of 

IC'J..Ll"'-'~·<U homicide, five counts of reck-
endangerment and one count of 

rec4L>na offense driving on a suspended 
~~,u.,1C', the local newspaper reported. 

said he was told Hiii ·-had 
IU"'Ull\u, marijuana, and meth~pheta

in his system when he was 

"The very next day after this hap
~enled, I was in my bedroom weeping 

my wife came back there and she 
aid, 'Are you OK?' and I. sa!d, 'I can't 

I killed somebodY,' "McGehee 
BP. "She said, 'You didn't kill any

.. .._, ' And I said, 'I did,' and she said, 
You had no control. You got hit at 

1.ua" spee1l, and. your truck was out of 
~on1rrol ' And I said, 'I'll never be able to 

on. I won't be able te forgive myself.' 
ut then I started thinking she was 

right. It wasn't me. It was the other 
~y, and I needed to start praying for 
him that God could bring good out of 
this." 

The next Sunday, McGehee 
preached about the need to forgive Hill 
and to pray for God to bring good from 
the tragedy. The members of Grace 
Baptist also ·started praying for Hill, 
and Osterhaus went to visit him_ in ]ail. 
On the second visit, the pastor of 
Longview Baptist led Hill and another 
inmate to accept forgiveness and salva-
tion in Je.sus: ' · 

Hill wanted to be baptized, and a jail 
official was willing to make arrange
ments for the ·two inmates to go to 
Longview Baptist for a baptism cere
mony. 

· "On July 9, tw~ of the deputies 
brought him and this other prisoner to 
Longview Baptist Church -. the very 
place where I used to be the youth min
ister and the very place where Bobby 
Brown was a patriarch, a pillar of the 
church- and Jonathan Osterhaus, the 

I 

new preacher, baptized the prisoners at 
2 o'clock on a Wednesday afternoon to a 
church almost full of people. It was 
amazing. It was truly unbelievable." 

.Shackles were put back on the pris
oners' ankles and wrists when they left 
the water, and they sat on the front row 
with two deputies. After the ceremony, 
·McGehee approached Hill for the first 
time. 

"I went up to him and I knelt down 

PASTOR TIM McGEHEE, right, of Grace 
Baptist Church, Tullahoma, speaks with 
Kimery Hill who caused McGehee to 
lose control of his truck, striking and 
killing a friend earlier this year. McGehee 
told Hill that hf3 forgave him. Hill has 
since accepted Christ and has been bap
tized. 

on one knee, and I said, 'I'm Tim McGe-
. hee, the guy you hit.' And he started 
crying and I started crying, and he · 
mouthed, 'I'm sorry.' And I said,. 'I know 
you are. I forgive you, but God has used 
this for good.' Then we also have on 
video Bobby Brown's wife hugging this 
guy and telling him she forgives him. It 
was just amazing." · 

HHI's grandmother attended the 
baptism ceremony and said she had 
been praying for years that her grand
son would follow Jesus. 

"She's a godly woman, and she was 
there and just weeping and waving her 

arms. When he got baptized, she was so 
happy," ,McGehee recounted. "I said, 'I 
know you've been praying for him a 
long time.' And she said, 'I just hate 
that it had to take something like this.' 
I said, 'Well, b~fore Saul could get 
saved, God had to blind him.' She said, 
'You're right.' 

"I said, 'Knowing Bobby, he would 
have gladly given his life up for some
one to come to know Jesus .' His wife 
said the same thing," McGehee added. 
"She said if three of us would have 
Qeen standing on the side of the road
me,: Kimery and Bobby - and God 
said, 'One of you has got to die today,' 
she said Bobby would have been the 
first one to step up and say, 'I volunteer 
because Tim is a young pastor with a 
young family and he's got a church, 
and this other man is a lost man. I'll 
volunteer.' · I thought that was amaz
ing." 

In order to follow up on Hill's deci
sion to follow Christ, McGehee said he 
sent the priso~er a book for new believ
ers and a book by Max Lucado along 

· with a "note that said I want him,to be 
assured I love him and I'm praying for 
him and I forgive him." Osterhaus, 
meanwhile, .has asked to become the 
chaplain at the Bedford County Jail 
where Hill is being detained about an 
hour south of Nashville. 

"The jail didn't have a chaplain, so 
this may work out for even o~hers," 
McGehee said. o· 

DISCDUER. EmBRACE. PURSUE t;DD'S CALL TD A CH~ISTIAn·REI.IaTIED VOCATIOn. 

• nDR1\H • 
Whe": SoUtheastern Baptl•t Theological Seminary 
- .., Wake Forest, Notth Carolina 
When: September 19-20,2008 

KALEO: North Carlolna '08 is a specialized conference for high school, 
college and seminary students exploring or pursuing God's call to a Christian-. ,.. 
related v_ocation and ministry leaders responsible for nurturing their call. 

KALEO events are packed with powerful speakers, innovative workshops, 
one- on-one time with· influential ministry.. leaders, missionaries and more-all 
wrapped up in one .conference experience that will give you the encouragement 
and tools you need to answer God's call successfully! 

Begin the ministry God called you to-today! 

, 

-

-
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+ Charles "Thomas" 

Drake of Burns, 87, retired 
Tennessee Baptist pastor, ilieq 
July 19. He was a pastor of 17 
Tennessee churches, including 
First Baptist Church , 
McEwen, from 197 4-87. Drake 
was a graduate of Union Uni
versity, J ackson, and South ern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. He preached for 
67 years and was known for 
marrying many people. At his 
advanced age, he wa s still 
leading regular devotions for 
the Humphreys County Jail, 

Waverly, and had been active 
in that mjnistrysince 1974. He 

DRAKE 

I was a former 
t rustee of 
Belmont Uni
versity, Nash
ville. Dr ake 
was instru
mental m 
o r ga n 1z1ng 
several min-
isterial asso-

ciations and was a member of 
Helping 'Hands of Humphreys 
County. He is survived by a 
son and a daughter, James 
William "Jimmy" Drake of 
Dickson and Reka Drake-

Lumley of Burns; and five 
grandchildren. 

eaders 
+ Wallace MeUtorial Bap

tist Church, Knoxville, called 
Jeff Stevens of Johnson City 
as pastor to children and fam
ilies effective July 7. 

+ Colonial View Baptist 
Church, Cookeville, ordained 
Danny Hembree to the min
istry on July 13. He is current
ly pastor ofWesthaven Baptist 
Church, Cookeville. 

+ Chilhowee Baptist Asso-

LEADERS OF ROUND LICK Baptist Church, Watertown, prepare to burn a note on July 20 to observe 
the debt-free status of the worship facility. The debt was paid in less than 10 years. Leaders include 
trustees of the church, active deacons, member:s of the building committe_e, and Steve Mayle, pastor. 

PARTICIPANTS OF the Vacation Bible School of Hickory Hollow Baptist Churcn, Antioch, sing one of the 
VBS songs on June 29 during the church's morning worship service. Following the service a picnic was 
held for children, their families, and members. To invite VBS participants, letters were sent to them in Eng
lish or Spanish. The VBS had the theme, "Outrigger Island." The church d.rew 59 children using its van 
ministry. One result was that 11 children made professions of faith. · 

THIS ROYAL AMBASSADOR group from Sylvia Baptist Church, Dickson, stand by a race car while 
attending the 1 DOth celebration of RAs held at the recent annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Con
vention recently in Indianapolis, Ind. Two of their members, Elijah Bowker and Hunter Keaton, qualified 
and raced their RA racers in the first ever national RA racer race. They also brought funds for world 
hunger they had raised. 

enneScene 

ciation, Alcoa. has called Sean 
Wentley as missions and min
istry coordinator effecth•e 
Sept. 1. He a nd his wife 
Kostanza formerly served as 
International !\fission Board 
missionaries in Athens, 
Greece. 

+ First Ba ptist Church, 
Morristown, has called Tim 
Bray a s pastor of student 
ministries effective date Aug. 
10. 

Churches 
+ Hickory Grove Baptist 

Church, '1)-enton, will hold a 
revival Aug. 10-13. J ohn 
Adams will speak. For infor
mation, call the church at 
(731) 855-9867. 

+ The Vacation Bible 
School of Riverdale Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro, 
which ended July 18 drew 197 
participants. Pastor Curt Wag
oner said this was one of the 
strongest Bible schools he has 
ever experienced. 

+Tazewell Baptist Church, 

Ta.zewt>ll, will hold -cos1 
Gfit hering .. Aug. 30. The Ot 

door ~'' l'•nt will fenturc mw 
group~ mcluding thl' .. umb. 
land 1'rto ... Food nnd drink ('( 
ce .. t'iOn $ will be anulnble · 
proceeds going to th~ churd 
youth group. For informat.it 
contact the church nt (4~ 

626-5073. 

+ Giles Creek Bapti 
Church, Smyrna, held 
fundraising ilinner followed 
a concert July 12 to reduce t 
church's mortgage. 

Events 
+ The Knox Coun 

Christian Me n's Job Cor 
which uses as its theme, 
Hand Off for Men ," will h< 
graduation for its first grae 
ating class on Aug. 10 at S 
ond Ba ptist Church , Knoxvil 
CMJC was begun by Woma ; 
Missionary Union. For in!! 
mat ion , contact CMJC s 
coordinator, Tony Earl, 
Tony@knoxcmjc.com or (Sf 
523-8884. 

THIS TEAM FROM Sullivan Baptist Church, Kingsport, served 
Somotilla, Nicaragua, with members of First Baptist Chufl 
Somotilla, recently. They saw 1,200 people make professions 
faith. The missions workers led block parties, Bible clubs, and pl 
sented the gospel in the area. The Tennesseans first met the me; 
bers of the church while serving there following Hurricane Mitch 
1999. From left, first row, are Nick Jones, Nathaniel Gooch; secq 
row, Tyler Strong, Joshua Kerr, L-auren Kirk, Leslie Fraysier, a 
Sarah Strong; third row, Jeff Strong, pastor; Ramona Strong, Trs 
McKee, kneeling, student pastor; Linton Kerr; Sarah Beth Ks 
Rachel Littleton; Garrett Ewers; and Rebekah Littleton. 

JACOB ADAMS is baptized outside by Mike Boyd, pastor, Wa/16 
Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville, with help from Randy ~ 
The church is baptizing outside while its worship center is b6f 
remodeled. 


