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Lon~~k~ylclren'!}!~~~!~y~ ~incls ·unusual way to share gospel 
tuJ,tist and Reflector vision, He may not bring it to .Htr 

~ fruiti . di • • on unme ately. 
TRENTON- As a former 

~ ~-~u·~" school teacher and now 
h>all"t-tmle children's minister 

Antioch Baptist Church 1n 
~1b01ldt Letitia Flowers has 
"'+.-'"""'love for children. 
What's more, she has an 

stronger desire to see 
come to know the 

she loves. 
Her experience in public 

helped her see there 
many children in the corm-

who never go to church and 
believe in Jesus Christ. 

AB a children's minister she 
able to reach people in 

but she was not just 
]tulfie1cl with that alone. She 
lm1ted jo_ reach children out

the church walls. 

Almost two years passed t I I 
since Flowers entertained the 
thought of an ice cream truck 
ministry. 

Last summer she began 
searching "high and low" for a 
vehicle that could be converted 
into an ice cream truck. 

After searching and 
exhausting seemingly all pos- -
sible options, she was return
ing home from Jackson one day 
when she drove by a repair 
s.hop and saw just the truck. 
She-rememb~rs say:ffig, ''Lord, 
did you see that?" 

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

Four years ago, while 
""" .... ,u..\.L .. 6 a fami]y reunion at 

She quickly turned around, 
went to the garage and 
inquired about the possible 
sale of the vehicle. Within 
days, Flowers became the 
proud owner of what was to 
become her ice cream truck. 
With the help of her husband 
Greg and others,-{lhe was soon 

LETITIA FLOWERS, center. passes out gospel tracts along with ice cream to Brett and Brock Wade 
as their grandmother, Martha Copley, looks on. · . _ 

Lake, Flowers saw 
p.l.Qlren rush to an ice cream 
tuc.K.. She recalled thinking, ready for -business. 

~ Becoming 'a small business 
owner was not something 
Flowers was totally prepared 
for. "I am learning as I go," she 
said. 

ents (Kenneth and Judy 
Basham) live in Flintville 
whe!e he is pastor of First 
Baptist Church. 

cream in order to maintain the 
truck and ministry (she passes 
out thousands of tracts during 
the year), she tries to keep the 
price·s as low as possible. It is 
considered a business because 
it is not funded by the church 
though she does occasionally 
receive donations to help with 
costs. 

it be wonderful if 
.,Lllll ran to hear the gospel like 

ran to that ice cream 
p.lC.lt." 

Flowers is now cenvinced 
God gave her a vision at 
time for an "ice cream 

also learned 

She is grateful for the sup
port of her fami]y. Greg has 
gone out with her on her 
rounds to ·-surrounding towns 
as have her children, Kerilee 
and John Michael. ' 

"They are learning about 
being a witness by doing this 
with me," Flowers said. 

"But when God tells you to 
do something you just do it and 
trust Him with" the details,"· 
said Flowers, who learnea that 
lesson while growing up as a 
PK (preacher's kid). Her par-

"I never imagined I would 
be driving an ice cream truck," 
Flowers laughed. 

''What's more, I never imag
ined I would have so much 
fun." 

Though she sells the ice - See Children's, page 3 
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BRENTWOOD - Tennessee Bap
two schools of higher education 

th reported enrollment increases this 
~· . 

Enrollment at Union University in 
ckson is a record-high 3,747 students 

- a 13 percent jump from a year ago 
the 11th straight year for an 

a.rollment increase at the university. 
Meanwhile in Jefferson City, Car

m-Newman College reported an 
fll'Ollm.ent increase for the second year 
1 a row. 

Union's enrollment is an increase of 
37 students over last year. 

The latest enroll.nient figures show a 
0 percent increase over the 1,972 stu
ants enrolled, in the fall of 1996, when 
~ University President David S. 
~began his tenure. 

-what an amazing testament to the 
lithfulness of GOO and the dedicated 

r e • 
I' 

work of our enrollment services team," 
Dockery said. "Seven months ago we 
didn't know if Union University wol,lld 
still exist today. And now we're cele
brating our highest 
enrollment ever and 
an unprecedented 
growth of 13 percent 
in a single year. 

"We are humbled 
by God's goodness to 
Union University," he 
continued .. "Truly it is 
an exciting new day for DOCKERY 
all of tis at Union." 

The enrollment for 2008 includes 
2,629 undergraduate students, com
pared to 2,382 last year, and 1,118 
graduate. students, compared to 928 
last year. 

With 2,032 fall semester students, 
20 more than last year, the latest 
enrollment data from Carson-Newman 
represents the school's strongest 

showing since 2001. 
College president Randall O'Brien 

says he expects that the figure portends 
"a brighter future for Carson-Newman. 

-
O'BRIEN 

We are honored that 
2,032 students trust 
us with their educa
tional aspirations and 
spiritual formation. 

"Their sacr ed trust 
humbles us and 
inspires us as we seek 
to educate young 
women and men for 
worldwide Christian 

serva:ilt-leadership. Carson-Newman is 
not simply a great Christian college to 
came to, but one to go from to change 
the world. 

"Our enrollment is up 63 students 
from two years ago, for which we are 
profoundly grateful," continued 
O'Brien. 

"Given the present economy, our stu-

dent numbers are all the more impres
sive. Even so, we intend to offer attractive 
financial help for needy students in order 
to help even more young people benefit 
from a Carson-Newman education." 

The current upswing, say C-N 
admission officials, represents 444 
first-time freshman and 209 graduate 
studeqts, 31 more than a year ago. 
Other areas of increase include the 
number of continuing students and 
those who are dually-enrolled, meaning 
high school students who are simulta
neously taking college courses. 

"Strong liberal arts faculties like 
ours at Carson-Newman teach students 
to think, to read and write well, and to 
speak confidently," said O'Brien. "'n 
addition our classes are smaller and 
our professors are committed Chris
tians. Our professors love learning, love 
teaching, love students, and love the 
Lord." 0 - Includes reporting by Mark 
Brown of C-N and Tim Ellsworth of Union. 

#BXNHFRX ********CR LOT 0037A*~C044 
#014991021 REG 4/282 
UNION UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY 
1050 UNION UNIVERSITY OR 
JACKSON TN 38305-3697 
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Tennessee DR 
eHorts continue 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- Tennessee 
Baptist Disaster Relief is contin
uing ~ts two hurricane feeding 
responses in Houma, La. , and 
Buna, Texas, this week, accord
ing to state disaste.r relief direc
tor, David Acres. 

Following the onslaught of 
Hurricane Ike the state disaster 
relief feeding unit resumed its 
feeding operations Sept. 13 in 
Houma where it had already 
been serving the victims · and 
volunteers of Hurricane Gustav 
but ''hunkered down" to ride out 
the storm. 

Tennessee Baptist disaster 
relief efforts are part of the larg
er Southern Baptist DR efforts. 

Southern Baptist DR volun
teers are serving in 30 locations 
in Texas and already have served 
more than a quarter of a mi11ion 
meals in response to Hurrieane 
Ike. One Louisiana unit contin
ued to serve in Sulphur, La., with 
at least tWo more ministry loca
tions planned for the state. 
Anoth~r 13 locations were 
planned to begin ministry in 
Texas on Thursday or soon after. 

In re~ponse . to Hurricanes 
Ike and Gust av, Southern Bap
tists have to date prepared more 
than 1.3 million meals, logged 
10,369 volunteer days, made 
11,562 ministry contacts, and 
seen 99 professions of faith in 
Christ. · · 

At least 20 Tennessee Baptist 
disaster relief volunteers 
relieved current workers last 
week on the state feeding unit 
where it· has prepared . over 
160,167 meals. 

Assisting the state feeding 
unit were American Red Cross 
Emergency Response Vehicles 
(ERVs) serving rural areas. 
Meals have also been served on 
the feeding lines since Sept. 5 
following Hurricane Gustav. 

The feeding unit is serving at 
Coteau Baptist Church, Houma, 
where it was assisted last week 
by a church shower/laundry unit 
and two Baptist association 
recovery units. The First Baptist 
Church of Concord, Knoxville, 
shower/laundry trailer reported 
almost 1,038 showers were pro-

. vided and 306 loads of laundry 
were done. Recovery units -
Nolachucky Baptist Association, 

• 
Morristown, chain saw team 
and Bradley Co~ty Baptist 
Association, Cleveland, chain 
saw team reported over.106 jobs 
were completed. 

The Sullivan Baptist Associa
tion feeding unit from .Kings
port was sent to Buna, Texas, 
where it arrived Sept. 17. 

At least 30 volunteers 
relieved current workers last 
week on the Sullivan Associa
tion unit which is stationed at 
First Baptist Church, Buna. The 
Bra'dley County Baptist Associa
tion, Cleveland, shower/la~dFy 
unit is in-operation at the site. 
The Nolachucky Association 
chain saw team moveo last week 
from Houma to Buna where six 

national / · state news 

jobs were completed . Three 
chaplains were on site. 

The Sullivan Association 
feeding unit reported 25,750 
meals served to victims and vol
unteers of Hurricane Ike. The 
Bradley County shower/laundry 
unit provided around 383 show
ers and did 85 loads of laundry. 

A laundry unit from First 
Baptist Church, Hendersonville, 
also left Sept. 21 for Vidor, 
Texas, where it wi..ll operate at 
the First Baptist Church. 

Individuals interested in 
making donations to the 2008 
Hurricane Response fund, may 
do so online at www.
tndisasterrelieforg or by mail
ing a check made payable to 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Relief to Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, P.O. Box 728, Brent
wood, TN 37024-0728. Please 
note "2008 Hurricane Season" 
on the memo line of the check. 0 

u.s. hunger needs 
stretch ministries 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - With 
unemployment and consumer 
food prices rising, gasoline costs 
at near-record levels, and the 
possibility of more job layoffs 
loomjng on . the horizon, busi
ness is sadly booming for the 
1,500 domestic hunger min
istries that receive support from 
the Southern Baptist World 
Hunger Fund. 

While 80 percent of the World 
Hunger Fund is earmarked for 
the International Mission Board 
to fight world hunger, the 
remaining 20 percent is dedicat
ed to feed the hungry of North 
America and is adminjstered by 
t he North American Mission , 
Board. .. 

Some 3.5 million meals were 
served to North America's hun
gry in 2007 and as a result 

35,000 professions of faith were 
recorded throughout the conti
nent. Because of careful man
agement and low overhead, the 
cost of a meal at a Southern 
Baptist hunger ministry aver
ages about 40 cents, according 
to Sandy Wood, hunger min
istry spedalist on NA.MB's ser
vant and ministry evangelism 
team. 

More than 67,000 volunteers 
assisted at hunger ministry 
sites throughout the United 
States in 2007, WoQ.d said. Some 
7,200 new hunger ministry vol
unteers were trained in evangel
ism during the year as well. The 
gospel was shared with more 
than 580,000 visitors to SBC 
hunger ministries. 

On Oct. 12, Southern Bap
tists will observe World Hunger 
Sunday and congregations 
across the United States will 
collect offerings for the South
ern Baptist World Hunger Fund. 
Since its inception in 1~74, 
Southern Baptists have given 
$230,877,650 through the fund. 
In 2007, Southern Baptists gave 
more than $5.5 million; in the 
first six months of 2008, $2.3 
mi11ion has been received. For 
information on the Southern 
Baptist World Hunger Fund, 
visit worldhungerfund.com. 0 

HBU receives-
$ I 0 million in 
damages from Ike 
Baptist Press 

HOUSTON - Hurricane Ike 
scarred Houston Baptist Uni
versity with an estimated $8 
million to $10 million in dam
ages, HBU President Robert 
Sloan reported on the universi
ty's website Sept. 15. 

The damage estimate "is 
expected to rise," Sloan noted, 
"as building and infrastructure 

inspections continu 
the coming weE-ks.• 

AlP news 
undergoes 
in leadersltip 
Assoc1ated Baptist Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 
Greg Warner, who hns ~n,•nn •. L,. 

ed Associated Baptist p, 
since its infancy 18 years ago 
stepping down for medical 
sons. 

Warner, 53, has been 
independent Baptist news 
vice's executive editor si 
1991. He recently undenvent 
seventh spinal surgery si 
2002. Afterwards, he began a 
day sick leave that is expecte 
transition into permanent 
ability. 

In a letter to ABP's boar 
directors he noted they v 
aware that his chronic back • 
dition "is increasingly limi 
my ability to work and trav< 

"The inevitable day has o 
when I must tell you I &Ill 

longer physically able to do 
job. I cannot give ABP the 
formance that it expects ol 
chief executive or I requit"' 
myself'' 

On Sept. 8, the ABP })( 
elected veteran Baptist COil\ 

nicator David Wilkinson as 
executive director of the n 
organization. He will not l 
the editorial duties that Wru 
had so he can focus on "stren 
enin g ABP's vision, funct 1, 

and financial stability," ace 
ing to Marv Knox, editor of 
Baptist Standard in Texas, 
chaired the committee 
changed the position. 

WilkinsOD, currently deve 
ment director for the Ba 
University School of Sg 
Work, will assume the post 
1. 0 

• TBC staff recognized for tenure 
The Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention recognized the following employees t 
their years of service to the Executive Board during their meeting-in September. From left are Ph} 
lis Bates, executive assistant, Executive Leadership, 35 years; Anne Maer, accounts payabl 
Shared Ministries Group, 10 years; Joy Clay-Corby, group assistant, Church Health Group, ; 
years; Steve Roper, collegiate minister, UT-Chattanooga, 20 years; Dan Ferrell, production seM 
es specialist, Shared Ministries Group, 25 years; Steve Hixson, collegiate minister. Pellissip 
State Technical Community College, Knoxville, 25 years; Morgan Owen, collegiate minister. U 
Martin, 5 years; Heather Beard, missions/ministry assistant, Church Health Group, 10 years; aJ 

Andy Gunn, maintenance assistantlfacility/support services, Shared Ministries Group, 30 yes1 
Not pictured are Steve Holt, ministry strategist/leadership, and Larry Gilmore, state evangells 
directo_r, both in Church Health Group, 5 years; and William Maxwell, administrative direcll 
Shared Ministries Group, 15 years. 

-
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Li~ay research examines Southern Baptist 1 hot toPics1 

3y Mark Kelly , , Speaking in tongues 
_JfeWay news office In a Life Way Research release Among Southe 8 t• t t 
I in 2007, half of Southern Baptist rn ap IS pas ors 

NASHVILLE - New re- pastors answered "yes" to the QpiniO • t • f • t 
earch into several questions question,"Doyoubelievethatthe . I)S On VariOUS OpiCS 0 In erest 
hat often dominate Southern Holy Spirit gives some people the Percent who strongly agree 

debates - from. the rise gift of a special language to pray l The rise of Calvinism a,;;ng recent seminary - • 

CalVinism and prevalence of to God privately? Some people graduates concerns me. 27% 
IUJa.ers in congregations to speak- refer to this as a Private Prayer -- ====:=......_-__ 

in tongues and baptism prac- Language or the 'private use of I Having the name "Southe~n" in the ~~south~rn =;~==----..-.::=::::::::.:.;:;.:::.:==::.:.:~ 
II~J"~:" - offers some hard fium- tongues.' " In a follow-up to that Baptist ConventionM is a hindrance to the work , 

i ioAl"A to inform those discussions. question, . Life Way found that of SBC churches. 
LifeWay Research, a division practice is much less common 
Life Way Christian Resources than the belief in its existence. 

,, • . i·ho Southern Baptist Conven- Among Southern Baptist pastors, 

l 7o/o 

conducted the study in only 4 percent said they "person
~pring 2008 among a represen- ally speak in tongues or have a 
.,.,..,,,,. sample of 778 Southern private prayer language," while 
~apt1st pastors. 95 percent said they did not and 1 

The issues in question - and percent "don't know." 
results uncovered by the sur- Baptism 
show that Southern Baptists Pastors were also asked about 

rnvoo strong opinions in se'\feral their church's practice of receiv

Concern about Calvinism 
LifeWay Research has previ

reported a sharp rise in 
number of self-identified 

Calvinists among 
~ceJrJ.t seminary graduates. In a 

question, Life Way 
asked Southem · Hap

pastors if they were "con
~rtled" about this increase, ask

them to agree or disagree - -
the. statement, "The rise of ---[aJ'\'l.Dl·s·Jm among recent semi-
graduates concerns me." 

Among Southern Baptist pas-
27 percent strongly agreed 
another 36 percent ·some

lrn c•t agreed with the statement 
that they ~ere "con

...... ,...-~." Sixteen percent strong-
1disagreed with the statement 

another 17 percent some
i>' h••t- disagreed. The re:p:taining 5 

indic~ed they "don't 
(' 

ing members who were baptized 
in other churches. The question_ 
was, "Our church admits people 
into membership of our church 

. -who have been sprinkled or bap
tized in the following ways 
(\fithout requiring· baptism in 
OUR local church)." 

A full 92 percent of Southern 
Baptist pastors .said they would 
not require baptism of new 
members who were immersed 
after conversion in another 
church that has the same beliefs 
as a Southern Baptist church. 

If the candidate for member
ship. had been immersed after 
conversion in another Southern 
Baptist church, 84 percent of 
Southern Baptist pastors said 
they would not require baptism . 

If the prospective. new mem
ber had been ....... immersed after 
conversion in another church 
that does not believe in eternal . ' 
security, 26 percent of Southern 

Contending for The Faith 
in a Religious World 

There will be an ApologetiG Evangelism Workshop af the 
TBC on October 1 0-11 . The title of this workshop is "Con
tending for the Christian Faith in a Religious World!' This 
workshop is jointly sponsored by the TBC and North Ameri
can Mission Board. It will be 'led by Rob Phillips, Certified 
Apologetic Instructor, Nashville, Tennessee~ The workshop 
will be held ·at the TBC Baptist Building and there is a $20 
registration cost. The deadline for registration is Friday, Octo
ber 5. To register or to get more information you may contact · 
Tim Hill or Ana Sura at (615) 371-2032 or; (800). 558-2090, 
ext. 2032. 

Senior Adult Fall Rally 
Tusculum Hills Baptist Church 

Oct. 2, 2008 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

' Cost: $10 
Registration deadline is Sept. 29, 2008. Call the 

Nashville Baptist Associatio~ office to register at (615) 
259-3034. 

Come enjoy: 
The Golden Heirs Quartet, Brentwood Baptist 

Church; John & Karen Waddell, First Baptist Church, 
Donelson· and Jennifer Prince, Woodmont Baptist 

.... , . Church, Nashville ~ 

~-=-==--=~-=-- -- -I Having th~ name "Southern" in the "Southern 
' Baptist Convention" is a hindrance to the work 
1 of SBC churches outside of the South. 
t ·-- --.-- -- . 

••LifeWay. 
RESEARCH 

Baptist pastors said they would 
not require baptism. 

If the prospective new mem
ber had been immersed after 

16o/o 1 
20 40 60 80 100 

www.lifewayresearch.com 

em' in the 'Southern Baptist 
Convention' is a hindrance to the 
work of SBC churches." Forty
one percent strongly disagreed 
with the statement while 27 per
cent somewhat disagreed and 5 
p~rcent "don't know.'' 

' 

conversion in a church th at · 
believes baptism is ·required for 
salvation, 13 percent of South
em Baptist pastors said they 
would not require baptism. 

If the prospective new mem
ber had been baptized by sprin
k)jng or pouring after convt:lr
sion, 3 percent of Southern 
Baptist pastors said they would 
not require baptism prior to 
admittance into membership. 

Research. "The results here are 
interesting. First, there is a 
small percentage of SBC church
es that do not accept the baptism 
from other SBC (or like-belief) 
churches. Second, more than · 
one-foUrth of SBC pastors indi
cate they would receive into 
membership someone baptized 
in a church that does not believe 
in eternal security, possibly 
including such churches as a 
Free Will Baptist or an Assem
blies of God church. 

"Finally, and I am .guessing 
most surprising, one-eighth indi
cate their church would accept a 
baptism from churches that 
believe baptism is required for 
salvation, possibly including 
such churches as a Church of 
Christ," he said . 

To further clarify opinions on 
the denomination's name, 
Sout!lern Baptist pastors were 
also asked their level of agree
ment with the statement, "Hav
ing the name 'Southern' in the 
'Southern Baptist Convention' 
is a hindrance to the work of 
SBC churches -outside of t he 

If the prospective new mem
ber had been baptized as an 
infant by sprinkling, pouring, or 
immersion, 1 percent qf South
em Baptist pastors said they 
would not require baptism. 

· South." 
As the focus shifted to South-

"Baptism is always an impor
tant question for a denomination 
that values baptism so much 
that the word 'Baptist' is includ
ed in their name," said Ed Stet
zer director of LifeWay 

'Southern' in SBC 

ern. Baptist congregations out
side the convention's historic 
strongholds, 16 percent of South
em Baptist pastors strongly 
agreed and 26 percent somewhat 
agreed, while 29 percent strong
ly disagreed, and 21 percent 
somewhat disagreed. The 

Among Southern Baptist pas
tors, 7 percent strongly agreed -
and another 20 percent some
what agreed - with the state
ment, "Having the name 'South-

-remannng 9 percent "don't 
know." 0 

Cltilllren's minister .finlls unusual ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

The truck has done what she thought it would 
do -enable her to share the gospel of Jesus Christ 
outside the church walls. 

"I would never be able to reach the same num
ber of kids without this ¥enue," Flowers said, esti
mating that sl;le gives out approximately 400-500 
tracts each week during peak summer months. As 
summer winds down, she still goes out whenever 
the weather is warm. 

·"The ice cream truck draws the kids to me so I 
can put something in their hands that is a witness 
to them." She also has tracts that she gives to 
adults as well. 

While she has not seen direct results of her 
ministry, Flowers is content with "planting seeds." 

. "Some plant, some water, and God gives the 
increase," she observed. 

Flowers goes into all areas - both lower and 
upper income subdivisions because "we all need 
Jesus," she said. 

Flowers has made sure that her ice cream truck 
can be distinguished from any other that might be 
the various towns throughout Gibson County, her 
target area. The truck blares Christian music from 
its speakers as she drives down the street. On the 
side she has painted a "smiley face" with the mes
sage "God Loves You." 

On the rear of the truck is this Scripture passage 
from Psalm 34:8a, "Taste and see that the Lord is 
good." Taste and See also is the name of her busi
ness. 

While she does not know how long the ministry 

will last, Flowers stresses that it is in the Lord's 
hands. 

"The Lord called me to do this and it will accom
plish what He wants to accomplish. When He is 
done with it, He will provide another vision for me. 
Until then, this is part of my extended children's 
ministry." 

In addition to being a witness for Jesus Christ, 
Flowers has gotten a lot of joy from just seeing the 
excitement of children (and adults) when they see 
her coming down the street. 

"I love putting smiles on faces," she said. 0 

• 

• I • • • 

that the lord • 
I~ 

·good.:. • 

Pgalm 34 :8a ' 
IN ADDffiON to proclaiming the gospel wah the 
message on her ice cream truck, Letitia Flowers 
distributes thousands of gospel tracts each year 
throughout Gibson County. 
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Song reminds: 1 Everyone dies famous in a small to 
By James Porch 

Dear Aaron and Anna: 
"He passed!" 
"She passed!" 
Two, two-word sets simply 

paired together announced only 
one defined message to the good 
folk of my home town - a death. 

Kids, your 21st century days 
offer quite a contrast with your 
constant over-exposure to pain, 
suffering, and dying while you 
abide somewhat shielded from the 
reality - real death happens. 

Television plus various other 
communications heap more loads 
of death on you in a few days• than 
I heard of in a decade. Except, in 
my home community, I knew death 
personally and up close in sight, 
sound, and even sm~ll being pres
ent by simply listening to unpro
tected conversations about the 
death and dying process. 

The death news spread quickly, 
usuaUy accelet:ated by word of 
mouth due to the inaccessibility to 
few telephones. Along the way, the 
cause of a death whether by acci
dent, following illness, or unknown 
reasons, ratcheted folks' interest 
up to intrigue. SuddeDly, life in the 
community changed. Citizens of all 
ages, Baptist, Methodists, and the 
one Roman Catholic family, church 
goers, non-attendees, black, and 
white experienced a genuine touch 
of the inevitable, inescapable to all 
lest the Lord reappear first. Within 
an hour, if not minutes, a rush to 
the home or place of dying seemed 
to seal our sense of community 
tight as the energy of the people 
blended into a help mode. One of 
ours, now lost, left a hole in the 
small community. So, a certain 
process, a local culture trait 
unfurled undirected by any one 
person but shared by the rush to 

care involvement of the town folk. 
Among the first calls, possibly 

from the pay phone at the City 
Hall, the only one in town, a fami
ly member summoned either Ott 
and Lee, Baldwin, or Wright and 
Ferguson Funeral Home. Each of 
these mortuaries, all in distant 
towns, catered to a different eco
nomic clientele in the respected 
order, po' folks, frugal folks, or the 
hoity-toitys. By now both the 
Methodists and Baptist pastors 
had arrived at the home regardless 
of the deceased's denom\national 
preference. 

Once the undertakers arrived 
and expressed standard sorrow, 
they selected a time for the family 
arrangement 
visit to the funer
al home, and 
accepted chosen 
burial clothes 
(specifying clean 
underwear and 
socks), quickly a 
gurney bearing 
the deceased 
would be borne 
away by two men 
and lifted into 

• 
the hearse. Two 
or three days later, six or eight 
pallbearers would be required to 
tote the casket. I never understood 
the change in man power. Funeral 
home arrangements, then a pac'J,t
age deal, included embalming, 
grave tent, carpet grass over red 
mud if it rained, and the cas~et. 
The regimen of caskets ranged 
from cloth over wood; several 
gauge!:? of metal, furniture grade 
wood (usually oak or ch erry), and 
the optional concrete or steel vault. 
· · At the selected time, the once 
body returned to the home 
embalmed as a corpse in the cas
ket. 

Pardon my interruption of the 
process, but a word must be spoken 
concerning the better dying times. 
Mid-March to mid-October offered 
a better chance to miss rain or cold 
weather. A Friday before noon 
demise usually meant a Sunday 
afternoon big crowd funeral. My 
dad repeatedly dared my momma 
not to bury him on a Sunday. His 
reason - too convenient. He want
ed his mourners to put out some 
special effort. He died early on a 
Saturday. Momma and I honored 
him with a 11:00 a.m. Monday 
memorial service. Dying Monday 
through Thursday limited the 
crowd to older folk and house 
wives, and quite possibly narrowed 

mon. 

the musical selec
tions. I'm talkin' pre
eight track and pre
reel to reel tapes. 
Most soloists and 
instrumentalists 
couldn't take off from 
work. So often, espe:" 
cially in the rural 
churches, only hynrun 
book music and con
gregation a cappella 
singing preceded the 
obituary and ser-

Now returning to the routine. 
Once the family left to make , 
arrangements, a local militia of 
community women swept, mopped, 
dusted, changed beds, washed win
dows, cleaned out the refrigerator, 
and attended to all measures need
ed to disguise all evidence someone 
had died in the house. The just 
lived-in look· took over except for 
the clean vacant spot left for the 
returning casket and corpse. Occa
sionally men folk had to inspect the 
underpinnjng of a house to insure 
the proper positioning of a casket 
over the floor joist, thereby insur-

www.racamp 24·26 October, 2008 
Unden Valier ConlaNnce Center, 

• Tent or Cabin Camping 
• Internet chat with 

• • • m1ssaonanes 
• Sunday Worship 
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• Zip Line 
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ing support for the heavy casket . . as chf.>ap. Oh well , rut th t f 
On more than one occasion, my dad talk would n.~ivc rtmplt' I' 
volunteered his house jacks to level the following Friday - church 
out a swaging floor for a casket. ..,et day at Margie'. fk.nuty Pa 

Usually, the funeral home Men folk rehNtrs<'<i . tories 
hearse delivered the body within tering on their fri<'nd's lift\ ar: 
24 hours. The two attendants posi- 8:00 p.m. conversation tume 
tioned. the casket placing a pink '"Who's gonna sit up toniRht'r ' 
electric glow lamp both at the head man voicc.>d willingnl's:l in \'ft.J 

and foot. I do recall coal oil pink degrees, and soon th~ old 
glow lamps out in the coUn.try arrived upon a schedull'. y, 
beyond any electric service. Imme- men or boys including m 
diately, 10-12 black folding chairs begged to sit up. Such honor m 
appeared, each bearing the initials an early rite of pa..~a~e to 1 

of the funeral home stenciled on hood.. 
the back, chairs designed only for The following day, or two 
light-weight mourners. A summer- later depending on the vi9ita 11 
time death and a no window screen schedule, the procession b 
house required a viewing veil over forming. Somebody always ca 
the head end of the casket lest jumper cables, a ilat fix kit, I td 
someone be appointed to fan the air pump, and an extra can o 
casket shooing away mosquitoes, - all standard equipment to • 
fillies, and other critters. Depart- vent any interruption once the • 
ing the house, the funeral home cession to the church left. 
boys left a supply of fill-in-your- house. Anyone low on gas II' 
family name thank you cards, a topped off by a "Bubba" type liD 
white wreath for the front door, refrained on drawing on his 
and the promise to cut off the cards rette while pouring in the gaac 
from the flowers the following day Nearing the church, folk iJ lit 
just before the service. procession peered ahead seeki 

Immediately, the initial family size up the crowd. Oh yea 
viewing followed the casket set-up. funeral during an election 
Comments included the need for added a good 10-15 percent e 
more makeup, glasses on or off, candidates mourned. 
hands folded or by the sides. This The Christian memorial se 
step C_!Ulllot be undervalued. Once featuring the best pos 
the family viewed, they officially response to requested m 
accepted the corpse as their dead selected Scripture, features o 
relative. life of the deceased, assuran 

' ~ 

Late one afternoon, the Hint:<>n heaven, and a simple present. 
boys walked into dad's shop. Dad, of the wondrous Plan of Salva 
knowing his long time friend and Pastors gave dignity and bon 
their father had died the day the service, spoke with con 
before, stopped work to express his sion, and called the communi 
sorrow. They responded, "Mr. Mil- aiding and bearing the new lo 
ton, could you come over to the the family. In the 40s and 50~ 
house? The funeral home brought sense of celebration even f 1 
paw's body back and mamma ain't devout Christian had not en' " 
sure it's him." Hastily Daddy the standard funeral service. 
washed up, and still wearing soot Once the service ended an• 
and grease spotted clothes followed procession moved through t 
the brothers back home. Once past merchants not attending the 
the apologies for his appearance, he ice stopped 1Susiness, closed c 
viewed his friend. Agreeing with to stores, and assisted in dev 
Mrs. Hinton's doubt, he responded, ing a shadow of sorrow to 
''Years ago Coon (Mr. Hinton) and I over the town. My father co 
cut a load of fire wood and his ax ered merely closing for the pa.: 
slipped and hacked a deep gash procession a hypocritical ac 
behind his left knee, leaving a deep him, you closed tight and w 
scar. Assisted l?Y the undertakers, the service or stayed open , 
the Hinton boys turned their paw outside your business and sa 
over in the casket and pulled down the passing line of cars. 
his pants. No scar! The funeral Cemetery sites on bare hi' 
home had accidentally switched wide fields offered little or no 
the bodies. Anq_ther family in the from sun, rain, or wind. Spe 
north end of the county-was experi=- graveside services could inl 
encing similar doubts. The military rites, Masonic, Ord 
exchange occurred prior tO time to the Eastern Star rituals, or V 
receive friends. No hard feelings. men of the World readings. 
No law suit. A problem corrected. remember one service attend• 
Years later, a big laugh and a prior- members of the Ku .Klux .Klt 
ity hometown story. all in elean sheets and st.ai 

Once receiving time began, a beside the "Great Pubba." 
steady stream of folks moved Following the final gra~ 
through the house. Men folk hav- prayer, folks slowly express 
ing expressed condolences moved parting word of comfort to f1 
on out onto the porch or clustered members. Usually,. close fri 
in the front yard while the women received the honored inviu 
kept the vigil inside. Quickly, the "Ya11 come on by the 
two groups offered distinctly dif- awhile." Those words echoed 
ferent conversations. than a summons. The persor. 

The ladies posed perceptive been chosen to keep a vigil of 
interrogation, "How'd he look to ence with the family focinJ 
you?" "He looked pale." "He seemed empty place in their family. 
puffy." "' thought he was awfully time to be alone had not an 
bloated." "He looks as if he could The family wanted you near 
speak." All seemed reluctant to family ne<.>ded you. 
express the reality, he looked dead. The town grieved toge 
Soon, ladies took to reading cards And, borrowing a line from 001 

on the floral sprays and stands, music singer Miranda 
mentally noting size, type of "everybody dies famous in a ' 
flower, and especially ca.nfs with town." :.J - Copyright by J 
multiple family names. Such Porch, executNe director-treasu 
flower tributes often received scorn the Tennessee Baptist Conwnti' 



~ 

Page 5/1&11 I Sept. 24, 2008--------~--------- ad ito • 
1a I . .. 

opanaon 

~f,tqrlcet drop not a time for panic for long-term investors 
e gt:t , high-quality. short-term securi- · year periods yielded positive an S&P 500® Index fund from ket while values are off their 
~ ties. ·GuideStone _Funds' Mo~ey returns. January 1985 until March 2007. highs." 
_1\d, gues Market Fund s~ves ~ proVI~e (_2) 100 percent of the 20-year An investor who parked his Market volatility and indis-
~esb columnis ~afety ,and se~ty for Its partie- penods yi~lded a positive return. money there for all5,607 trading criminate selling of assets by 
'an~ 1pants cash mvestments. The Essentially. you could choose days would have an average others often creates investment 
~~ Mone~ M~ket Fund continues any five-year period of" time annualized return of 12.8 per- opportunities that can be cap-
. ~ to mamtam a constant $1 per between 1926 and 2006, and cent. That period includes "Black tured by insightful investors 

By Roy Hayhurst share ~et ~sset value and seeks almost nine out of 10 of them Monday," Oct . 19, 1987. the tech whose long-term financial objec
to mamtam that value in the would show growth in an bubble burst of 2001, and the tives are properly tuned to long-

Long-term retirement in
lveletoJrs should keep their focus 

111,1"''"' tl,leit goals, and not on short-
market fluctuations, 

a:wuwu ....... 16 even the recent Sept. 
..,nat, II.<J sell-off that resulted in the 

worst trading day since 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 

Bad news in the financial 
...... U1,.,.Q sector of the market -

n HJte bankruptcy filing of invest
bank Lehman Brothers, 

purchase by Bank of Ameri
of Merrill Lynch, and reported 

problems for insurance 
&•w•u AIG - led jittery investors 

flee srocks and caused the 
drop. While the 500-

111-uc point drop in the Dow Jones 
was significant, 

H1l4:!re was a modest re-bound on 
16. Also, the Federal 

announced late that 
....... that it would lend up to $85 
,J.U.u.u to AIG in order to protect 

financial system. 
Additional negative news was 

~·vwrrceu on Sept. 16 as shares 
a large money market mutual 

"broke the buck" - fell 
'"'m'w the standard $1 a share 

asset value due to holdings 
Lehman Brothers securities. 

.,J~~oney market funds have long 
1~m considered relatively safe 
1'bE!Ca111Se of their investments in 

future. The fund has no exposure investor's portfolio. Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. term investment strategies. Con-
to any Lehman Brothers obliga- While past performance is no On the other hand, consider sistent contribution to a 
tion. guarantee of future perform- another investor who got jittery retirement plan affords 

"Certainly, many investors ance, the market itself has been every time the market pendu- investors a systematic way of 
are alarmed· by what happened resilient through the years. lum swung from profit to loss. taking advantage of investment 
with the. markets Monday," says • Avoid making impulsive He missed the 10 best days over opportunities as markets ebb 
Rodric E. Cummins chief invest- decisions. the course of those 12 years and and flow. 
ment · officer of GuideStone Guard against making ad hoc the average annualized return • Maintain realistic expecta-
Financial Resources. "The changes in your portfolio. Mak- drops to 10.2 percent; miss the tions about market behavior. 
important t.!;ting for investors is ing ch~ges based. on short-term 30 best days. and the average Financial markets move up 
to remain calm, consider yo~ market movements is almost a annualized return is 6.6 percent. and down over time in response 
financial goals and not to let guarantee for failure as it pro- If one misses. the 50 best days of to social, political, and econo;mic 
your emotions guide investment motes "buying high and selling market performance. the annual events. Further, equity invest-
decisions." · low." average return drops to 3.7 per- ments are by nature more 

GuideStone continues to The performance of your cent - barely above the rate of volatile than other asset classes 
stress important principles for account moving forward will be bank certificates of deposits. such as cash and bonds. Equity 
navigating today's troubled mar- determined based on results of • Don't count your losses. investors should be able to 
kets: the . financial markets in the Tallying up how much has accept significant short-term 

• Always focus on your objee- future, not the past. Selling been lost in your account serves fluctuations in the value of their 
tives, not your emotions. today cannot avoid yesterday's no purpose. If you want to meas- portfolios. 

Specifically regarding retire- losses in a down market. Like- ure the progress/status of your ''Markets negatively react to 
ment participants. these assets wise, in an up market, you can- investment account, focus on the uncertainty," Cummins notes. 
are to serve needs for a long peri- not buy yesterday's performance gains realized in the equity "As situations begin to return to 
od of time. Make sure your objec- by investing in the hottest fund. (stock) markets over longer peri- normal. we expect to see the 
tives and a_ctions are consistent If you absolutely have to ods of time. markets stabilize and, if history 
with your time horizon. make changes in your portfolio, "It may seem difficult as is any guide, begin to return to 

Consider that over long time consider making them in small investors watch their account profitability." 
periods the stock market has increments. This allows -you to balances decline, but the reality Investors may still be con
been friendly, yielding many dollar cost average and gives you is that a focused investment dis- fused. GuideStone offers a sim
more positive returns than nega- time to more seriously consider cipline. diversification, and pe~- plified approach t o investing 
tive ones. Industry research firm your actions. sistence 'will likely be the key to over the long-haul. GuideStone 
Ned Davi~ Research. Inc., looked Getting . out of the market weathering this and other participants can call 1-888-98-
at stock performance over an 80- during roller-coaster rides is sel- stOrms," Cnmmjns says. "While GUIDE ( l-888-'!:184-8433). 0 -
year period. ·1926 and 2006. dom a smart move. What hap- lower market prices do cause Hayhurst is the senior marketing 
What it found was: pens if you're out of the market uncertainty, this can also be an communications editor for Guide

(1) 88 percent of the five-year and the. market goe's up? Consid- excellent time for opportunistic Stone Financial Resources of the 
periods ap.d 97 percent of the 10- er an investor who invested in investors to move into the mar- Southern Baptist Convention. 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
First Baptist Church, Sryer
wood, Ark., is seeking a full
time minister of youth (6th 
through 12th). Send resume to 
Youth Minister Search Commit
tee , 701 Country Club Road, 
Sherwood, Ark. 72120 or e-mail 
to dondavis 1 02@ comcast. net: ............ 

~ . . . 
Part-time youth pastor for Lake
wood Baptist Church, 400 Donel
son Pike, Nashville, TN 37214. 
Fax or e-mail resume to (615) 883-
3295 or Lakewo'Odbc@aol.com. . ~ .......... . • . ."T . 

Miracle Baptist is seeking a full
time youth minister who is mis
sion-minded and passionate 
about developing and equipping 
teens for kingdom work. Minimum 
2-4 years experience ministering 
to youth, degree preferred. Please 
send resume to Miracle Baptist 
Church, Attn: Bob Adkins, P. 0 . 
Box 10, LaVergne, TN 37086 or 
e-mail bobkadkins@ comcast.net. 

<-+~+ 

West Tenn. SBC seeking bivo 
youth minister. Rural area with 
great growth potential. Currently 
at 188 membership. www.mfrbc.
org. Please send resume to Mid
dlefork Road Baptist Church, 
3955 Mtddlefork Road, Luray, TN 
38352. Attn: Youth Committee. 

Myrtle Beach 
Ocean Front 

Corner condo, smoke-free, 
pool view and lazy river. 

Cell phone: (843) 602-0466 
Home phone: (843) 248-4561 

The Lighthouse 
Christian Beach Retreat 
And Conference Center 

Orange Beach, AJabama . 
Directly on the Gulf of MexlcQ. 
Ideal for church beach retreats. 

From 10 to 84 people. $30 per night 
per person donation. A ministry of 

Romar Beach Baptist Church 
(251) 971-8400 or (251) 981-a959 

Super Low Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 S9.70 S11.84 
35 S9. 70 s 11.84 
45 S1411 S20 65 
55 $26.92 $46.28 
65 S69.51 S131 .45 

Please caiJ The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800-583-0970, &-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level prem ums that do not .ncrea:.e k>r 
the first 10 years Wnt1en by an A+ L!e 
InSUrance company Preferred Aale ra'es 
~·ed a.boYe Please ca. lex oater 

a-ges and Female rates. 

• 
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Missions 
Matters 

More than 30 Baptist Collegiate Ministries 

(BCM) exist on college and university campuses in CJ Tennessee. BC M provides students the opportunity 

to grow and serve through mission opportunities, 

worship, small-group Bible study, volunteer 

opportunities, outreach to the campus, and leadership 

opportunities. 

The BC M miSSions program is responsible for the 

sending of sum.mer and semester collegiate missionaries and 

also providing opportunities for students to serve during 

fall, winter, and spring break. For information about the 

BCM missions program, visit www.lightrnessengers.org. 

BCM campus ministers are here to help continue with 

clte spiritual investment Tennessee Baptist Convention 

churches Have been making in their youth. BCM campus 

ministers in your area partner with you as studentS make 

the pivotal transition from high school to college. For 

infoml'ation about BCM in your area or across the state, 

contact your local BCM campus minister or visit WWW· 

tnbcm.org. · 

Bill Choate ....................... · .... (615) 371-2057 
State Collegiate director 
Stacy Mwphree ..................•.... (615) 371-2056 
Collegia~ Programsp.~eialist 
Julie H~ ..•.•..•.•.................. (615) 312-1993 
Co/kgi•~ /Jilinistrie.s assistlmt 

Working on the ra1ovation .z tbt BCM •t tbt Ulliwnity ofTtmttr• 61 ~ 
ut: froM kft, Bob JWL TBC Co~e M'llfistry sp«Wis4 .U Clwlie Galbrie. • 
J~Umbtr of Cnconl BAptist c&..rcb. F.ur~pt. Gtcll7m IMs givm • 1M tf li1w ,. tR 
nagiltmi111 dn.Us iUid to own«Utt tbt projtct. • 

"Bui/Jing healthy churches empowered by the presence of God." 

TBC Churches 
Knoxville BCM 

Partner ~ith 
Renovation 

By Stacy_ Murphree 
This fall about 260,000 students have arrived on college and university campuses in Tcnne s' 

More than 30 Baptist Collegiate Ministry programs continue to reach out to students, facu lty, a 

administration on these campuses. 

The beginning of the semester provides a unique opportunity for the BCM to assist stude1 

returning to campus by helping them move in to dorms, providing food, giving rides to area church 

and other ways to reach out to students early in. the semester. 

Although welcome w:eek activities are completed, construction still continues at the BCM at t -
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. As construction continues, other ministry related activities will a 

proceed as planned. . 

Even though BCM continues to be one of the most active student organizations on the campus, t 

renovations to the building will previqe much more adequate space for ministry and outreach. 

"This is a base from which ministry takes place across campus and around the world," ., ... ,\,& 

Choate, Tennessee Baptist Convention Collegiate Ministries co.ordinator. "Students will be d · 

and trained, wi!l worship, will find Chdstian community, and will go out to reach the campus and . 
mission around the world." 

A ~roundbr~aking ceremony took place in April to begin the first phase of the three phase p 

Phase one, the main renovation, includes building handicap accessible restrooms, installing an etev: 

and an a~ldition of a 300 seat meeting space. This will double the seating capacity of the current 

group space. 

Phase two and three will consist of a renovated parking area and turning the current large mulri' nnl 

room into new space for student housing, staff offices, and smaller meeting rooms. For informatiod 

the constructions phases<>r to view drawings of the new plans, visit www.bcmlegacy.com. 

The financial funding and hands-on renovation has b.ee.n a cooperame effort with alumni, L& ..... 

in the Knoxville commlinity, and TBC churches. In the fall of2005, the fundraising campaign 

with an alumni banquet. Numerous churches in the Knoxville area have committed to giving 

than $10,000 directly to the project. The Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven 
• 

committed $250,000 to the renovation. • 

Several TBC churches, such as Firsf Baptist Church, Powell; First Baptist Church, 

Valley Grove Baptist ChtUch, Knoxville; Bartlett Baptist Church, Memphis; Central Baptist 

of Fountain City, Knoxville; Central Baptist Church Bearden, Knoxville; Wallace Memorial 

Church, Knoxville; Sevier Heights Baptist Church, Knoxville; and First Baptist Church, 0 ..... ~ 

have given hours of volunteer work to construction needs . . 
These churches have assisted with many construction needs including exterior wall · 

electrical work, sheet rock installation, demolition of walls, new framing, and painting. 

"The presence of this facility states clearly that Tennessee Baptist churches are serious about 

part of the university community and that we care about the spiritual life of the university; 
• 

Choate. 

Churches, interested in donating services to help complete the project, can contact Bob 

TBC Collegiate Ministry specialist at UT-Knoxville, at (865) 546-8272 or 

information. -



What Is Coll~ge Life 
Really Like? 
By Damon Billings 

Imagine a period in an adult's life when most of the very biggest decisions oflife 
are being made. This period oflife really exists; it's caJ!ed college. 

The most important period of adjustment and change will occur during the 
first semester of college. College is an amazing place to make many of the decisions 
th~t truly shape a life. But college life can also be full of obstacles, which can derail a 
student's successful transition into college. 

·The question then is how does a student transition successfully into college? The 
answer is complicated slightly by the fact that there is no longer any single dominant 
pattern. of college life. Many students still pack up their car and hea_d off to life on 
campus at a state university. But many students live at home, work full-time, and take 
as many classes as they can fit in at their local community college. 

Despite their choice of college experience, the truth is that there are some very 
clear tips that if followed will greatly increase the likelihood of a su~cessful transition 
.for any student. 

The tips to a successful transition can be put int? two major categories, campus 
~ life and the classroom. It is important to remember the following few suggestions 
related to campus life in general. 

I )"Really Go to College: Many stude:fitS physically go to college, but they never 
emotionally leave their hometown, family, or high school life. To get the most out 
of college, students should realize there is much more to the experience than taking 
classes. 

2) Get Involved: Students should join a Club or student organization related to their 

interests. They should take part in campus sponsored activities, ,student government, 
or better yet ·the Baptist Collegiate Ministry. Studies sho~ the most successful college 
students are the ones involved in campus life. 

3) Establish Good Habits Early: The patterns that a student sets during their first 

week on campus are likely the patterns they will follow their whole first year. Students 
should start out making sure they keep a healthy balance in their lives, eat reasonably 
healthy_, and get enough sleep. 

4) Choose Friends Wisely: Students can sometimes jump into friendships with the 
fu:st people they m eet . They should consider-what v~ues and priorities that they are 
personally committed to and then s~ek out people of similar interests and character. 
5) Go to Church: A campus ministry is a great place fo~ a student to grow in their 
faith, ·but it is not a replacement for local church involvement. The first semester 

of college is when many students step away from active fellowship in the body of 
Christ. Students. need to establish a pa~tern from week one oflooking for a church 
at college. . 

Although campus life is a huge part of college, the reason students go to college to 

begin with is to learn. Students can sometimes be overwhelmed with the challenges 
of college work coupled with the freedom that is afforded them compared to high 

school. 
Here are a few tips, that if followed will put the~ ahead of their fellow students. 

1) Go to Class: It seems like a simple concept, but the fact that no one makes them 
go has been the pitfall of many students. No one will make a student attend class in 

college, but if they miss regularly then they miss covered material as well as irritate 
their professors. 

2) Talk to The Professors: Many are will~g to help if the student shows a genuine 
interest in the mate~ial. At the very least, it can never hurt if the professor actually 
knows a student's name. 

3) Take Basic Classes: ~tudents should be cautioned to start their college career 

taking classes that can be applied to any major. The average college student changes 
their major no less than three times. If they take classes specific to a major and then 

change majors, they could be unnecessarily adding extra semesters to their college 
career. 
4} Get Organized: Students should get a calendar and then use it. It is very helpful 

for a student to block out regular consistent time each week in their life for areas like 
class, study, sleep, and recreation. 
5) Know Your Limits: A student doesn't have to take the maximum number ofhours 
allowed. A student should take the number of hours that they think they can han cUe 

or less their first semester. If a student does struggle and cannot pull up their grade, 
dropping a class is much smarter than getting a poor grade and then having to take 

It over . 
. (Billings is a TBC Collegiate ~finisrry specialist for Lincoln Memorial University, 

Harrogate, and Walters State Community College, MorristownJ 

.. - ~· -_ . ... . -. . . 
- """ ~ .. . ;-,~ . ;;. --- - A Stewardship and Cooperative Program Campaign 
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Maiority of churches are COngregation-led, p~stors say 
UfeWay news office 

BRENTWOOD - LifeWay . 
Research, a division of Life
Way Christian Resources of 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, has released the results 
of research conducted in 2007 
among 405 Southern Baptist 
senior pastors. 

The pastors were asked, 
"Which of the following best 
describes the primary deci
sion-making process at your 
church?" 

Among the pastors polled, 
42 percent said their church 
was congregation-led, while 30 
percent said their church was 
pastor-led. 

The other options and 
responses, in descending order 
of frequency include: Commit
tee- or team-led (6 percent); 
deacon-led (4 percent); elder
led (4 percent); led by a board 
or council other than elder s (3 

AHorcfable Beachfront 
& Beachside 

Vacation Condos 
Gulf Shores & 

Orange Beach, Alabama 

Best Value on the Beach!" 
*Lowest Prices!* 

Over 50 Tap Quality condos I 
·• Your satlsfactlqn Is our Top . 

Priority * Owned & Operated by 
Chrlstf'an Family Since 19881 

(205) 556-0368 or (205) 752-1231 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 

percent); staff-led (2 percent); 
and trustee-led (0 percent). 
Seven percent responded 
"other." 

Scott McConnell, associate 
director of Life Way Research, 
explained, "' think some will 
be surprised that so few SBC 
churches actually utilize eld
ers to lead the decision-mak
ing process. Southern Baptist 
pastors primarily see their 
church as either congregation
al- or pastor-led. 

"For the purpose of this 
study, pastors indicated who 
led their church's 'primary 
decision-making process,' 
which is not the same as 'fmal 
authority,'" McConnell noted. 

"So some may be pastor-led 
while st ill requiring the 
approval of the congregation 
or other groups of leaders. In 
the end, most Southern Bap
tist churches are primarily led 

Must sell Steel Buildings from 
2007 inventory cancellations, 
one is 40x40, will sell for bal
ance owed. Freight paid to 
Tennessee. Call 1 (800) 552-
8504 - Advertising Dept. 

by the congregation or the pas
tor in their decision-making." 

When the survey results 
were sorted by average pri
mary worship attendance, a 
significant difference became 
apparent in the primary deci
sion-making process. The larg
er the church the less likely 
they are to be congregation 
led. While the congregation 
may still be a part of the deci
sion-making process in a large 
church, the leadership of this 
process shifts toward smaller 
leadership groups. 

In churches with average 
primary worship attendance of 
250 or more, 8 percent identi
fied "staff-led,". compared to 2 
percent in churches under 250 
in attendance. By the same 
token, only . 24 percent_ of 
churches with average pri
mary worship attendance of 
250 or more identified "congre-

Mission Groups Needed: 
Belize Central America 

Working with 
Belizean Baptists 

Minimum group size is 10 
Cost $695.00 per person 

www.onmissionbelize.com 

·-----------------------------------~ ! ?arp~!!~~¥N ~~~95~ales -
1 1.615.376.2287 

: 2007 Clearance Sale! 
I Save up to $14,000 on a New 
I 2007 nwiJel htU. 

· ~ I - --

~ -I 

Exclusive provider lor 

LifeWay Church Bus Sales 
1.800.370.6180 • carpenterbus.com 

~-----------------------------------~ 
I 

' -.. 

PL A NTING 

~-- I 00 00 Gcw CillCB'~I --=-"""'--~ 

Are you searching for g'/e?d';?wJ"in your life? 

Do you sense that ~/ b 8/P.f~ in our world? 

Are you trying ro 4/;Jt»~d where y_ou cayi.?~ ~? . 

~~Church Planting: Is it for mer will help y_ou through a process of discerning 
God's will in becoming a church planter ... or not. 

Who should aHend? 
Potential church planter and spouse 
Team members forming new chu~ch 
Sponsoring I Partner church leaders 

Interested persons 

Hampfon Inn & Suites 
5001 Crossings Circle, Mount juliet 37122 

Tuesday. October 28, 2008 • COST: $ 15 per person • $20.00 after 0C"tOber 15th 
9:00a.m.- 3:00p.m. • ro register go to www.tnchurchplanr.org 

• 

For mor~ information, visit www.rnchurcbplaot.org, contact Diana Cox ar 
800. 558.2090.ur. 2058 or e-mail dcox@mbaptisr.org. 

-

Among Sourh••" BGprlsl poston 

What is the primary decision 
making process at your church? 

6~ Committees or Te•ms 
4~Deacons 

4~Eid•n 

I 3~ lo•rd oreo..tl 
,~..._ .... 
~Churchsa n. ' 
OIM.Tru ..... 

"'-OtiKr 

-

~~LifeWay 
RESEARCH www.ltfowayrcsoarch.com 

gation-led" as the primary 
decision-making process, com-

pared to 45 percent of churcl 
es under 250 in attendance. r 

Come Join ·us! 
Date: Oct. 5-1 0, 2008 

7 pm each night 
Location: Intersection of Hwy. 96 & Hwy. 70 

i~ Liberty, TN. 

- -
Preaching - Bro. Thurman _Seber, Evangelis 

Music - led by Brad leach 

Over 400 people per night attended last year! 
Supported by over 25 area churches 

c~ JDiJt l1A ... 
Tent Revival 

Bro. Thurman Seber 
Ev817ge/lst 

October 5- 10, 2008 
7 p.m. each right 

!upplJiiliJ, l'!f at/a-~ 
tor more informawn or 

to {131 irMJived ca/1529-2880 

( .,. 

Tert R~ival 

/ 
For more information go to 
www.seberministries. com 
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llnio•fledi1111es 
r.ouslfrg 1oniplex , 
Jnlon University news office 

I JACKSON - Less than 
1even months after massive tor
lado damage forced the demoli
. on of multiple student housing 
uildings, Union University 

tcauea. 14 new residence life 
'Ull'I.&LUio" in a special ceremony 

"Peace be to this new- resi
ential complex, and to all 

enter and abide here," 
pion .. University President 

)avid S. Dockery said to 

Ski Youth Retreat Package 
Timberline Four Seasons 

Resort, WV 
Starting at $99 complete 2-day 

trip 2 night lodgings/ · 
5 mealS/skis/lifts/lesson 

Info: www.timber1ineresort.com 
(800) 392-0152 

West VIrginia Wild 
and Wonderful 

start the ceremony. 
Dockery th~ed those people 

who served as "God's agents and 
instruments of grace and mercy" 
during· the rebuilding process 
tliat began after a ]!'eb. 5 tornado 
caused massive destruction to 
the former Hurt and Watters res
iden~al· complexes. Those two 
complexes were demolished in 
the days after the storm. 

"It is hardly possible to. thank 
everyone appropriately," he said. 
"We begin with 5,000 volunteers 
who came- to help us. We begin 
with 6,500 donors who have 
given more than $16 million to 
help us in the recovery. For each 

•' 

Are you wondering if be
coming a missionary is for 
you? Check out this tool from 
1MB. http//imbresources.org/
i ndex. cfm/ fa/ sto re. prod/ 
ProdiD/1295.cfm or call 1-
800-999-3113. Ask about 
Explore materials in the con'"' 
tact center. 

Join Other Baptists and Pastor Roy Mvers! 

Canadian Rockies 
Tour Offers 

- -----;- ..... 

'Cool' Vacatiori 
1·4 Days -Depart June 21, 2009-trom $99.9* 

doin other Baptists on the first day of summ.er, 
vi~iting both the United States and 9anadian Rocky 
Mountains. Start in Sioux Fails, SO for a scenic 
three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. In routeJ on 
your comfortable motor coach, visit Fargo and 
Bismarck, NO; then north to Saskatchewan to the 
Royal Canadian Mounted , Police Academy. 
Canadian highlights include Calgary; Lake Louise; 
Banff National Park; ride a SnoCoach over the 
Columbia Ice Fields; visit Canmore, Alberta; 
Waterton Lakes National Park; Kananaskis Country; 
Helena and Billings MT; Custer's battlefield at the 
Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Mt. 
Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; 
legendary Badlands National Park; an~ more! 
Includes 13 nights hotels, baggage handling, and 
lots of motor coach sightseeing. *Per person, 
double occupancy plus $149 tax, service, gov't 
fees. Add $700 airfare from Chattanooga or 
Nashville, TN; Knoxville, KY; or Huntsville, AL. ~dd 
$800 airfare from Memphis, TN. This will be Pastor 
Myers'_ fifth trip as a Baptist Chaplain on a YMT 
Vacation. Currently ~e is interim pastor at 
Immanuel Baptist Church in Columbus, Mississippi. 

For brochure, information, and letter 
from Rev. Mvers call 7 days a week: 

YMT Vacations 
1-800-736-7300 

Prn•1.11rtu'\n Affordable Vacations Since 1967! 

and every one of those, we are 
thankful. . 

"For the amazing generosity 
of so many that continues to 
compound itself project· after 
project, we offer our thanks to 
GQd." 

The four quads in the new 
complex have been named 
Ayers, Grace, Hurt, and Watters. 

The two-story buildings in 
the residence life complexes 
house about 700 students. A 
15th residential building in the 
complex is under construction, 
and is scheduled for completion 
later this fall. A final building 
scheduled for construction will 
serve as a commons building. 

Total cost for the project was 
about $30 miJJion. 0 · 

FBC, Paris, holds 
J 75th 1elebration 

Baptist and Reflector 

PARIS - First · Baptist 
Church h ere celebrated its 
17 5th anniversary on Sunday, 
Sept. 7. 

The church began in a pri- A'ab a Bapt• ts 
vate home in Paris in 1833 when II am IS 
four men and six women gath- surpass $ ' billion 
ered to discuss forming a "new 
body of Christians in church in (p IOnfribufiOnS 
capacity," according to a report 

Baptist Press on HenryCountian.com. 
It took two years, but the MONTGOMERY, Ala. 

church's first building was erect- Churche~ affiliated with the 
ed between 1835 and 1836 on a Alabama Baptist State Conven
small lot on South Market tion set a milestone Sept. 8: 
Street in Paris, the report con- recording $1 billion in gifts 
tinued. through the Cooperative Pro-

The cost of the first building gram since the Southern Baptist 
was $568.90 and candles provid- Convention's unified budget was 
ed the ·lighting at a cost of 12 founded in 1925. 
and one-half cents per n;10nth. "Sept. 8 was in so many ways 

The church has been in its a normal and routine occasion," 
present facility on the corner of said Rick Lance, executive direc
Poplar and Ruff Streets since tor of the Alabama Baptist State 
1922 and has had several addi- ·Board of Missions. "I was in the . 
tions in the years following. office on the phone, answering e-

Church historian James Cox mails and doing consultations, 
has 'researched the church histo- when our associate executive 
ry and a "rimseum" is set up in director, . Bobby DuBois, came 
the church with artifacts and into my office with a big, broad 
information. smile. He said, We made it! We 

The Sept. 7 service included · have reached the $!-billion dol-
special vignettes, written by lar mark.'" . 
Peggy Williams, and a message DuBois, who is the state 
by former pastor Carroll Owen. CJ board's chief financial officer, 

hristian Tour 
had been · tracking progress 
toward th~ billion-dollar goal in 
cumulative CP receipts for sev
eral years. 

"We are blessed with some 
great churches in Alabama," 
DuBois noted. "Some are pace
setters in the number of dollars 
given to missions, while others 
lead the way in per capita giving 
or giving as a percentage of 
undesignated receipts. The bot
tom line is clear: The reaching of 
this milestone is the result of 
Alabama Baptist churches of all 
sizes and geographic locations 
cooperating together to reach 
the world for Christ. . .. " CJ 

bCIIIIIIIIIIIIr 111111111111111111111111 

www.pilgrimtours.com 800 322 0788 
Pilgrim Tours, P 0 Box 268, Morgantown; PA 19543 

"Christian Fellows Tours Since 1987" 

, 
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L------~-~ _~o~_o __ ____.i Use it Or lose it · 
MINISTRY - PASTOR 

New Satem Baptist Church Soddy Daisy, Tenn., is seeking 
resumes for the senior pastor. Send resumes to the attention 
of Pastor Search Committee, New Salem Baptist Church, 
9806 Dallas Hollow Rd., Soddy Daisy, TN 37379. 

~··· Unicoi Baptist Church in Unicoi, TN is seeking a bivocational 
pastor to serve in our community. Please send res ume to Wal
ter Burkett, 5001 Unicoi Dr, Unicoi, TN 37692. ... (• 

Central Baptist Church of Kingston, Tenn., is actively accept
ing resumes for a bivocationa l pastor, one that would be avail
able for various activities of the church, including visitation 
programs. Send a resume to P. 0 . Box 298, Kingston, TN 
37763 or call for more information (865) 376-6866. 

Seeking full-time pastor for Firs t Baptist Church, Mayfield, Ky. 
Degree from a Southern Baptist seminary. Please send 
res ume and non-rettJrnable video or DVD to Pastor Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church Mayfield, 118 West South 
S t. , Mayfield, KY 42066. 

••• ••• • '! •••• . . .... 
First Baptist. Church, McMinnville, Tenn., is actively seeking a 
full-time senior pastor, called by the Holy Spirit, who loves 
God, loves people, a_nd above all has a pas.sion for Christ. For 
more information or to send a resume, please contact Gregg 
Garrison, gregg_garrison@ blomand.net, First Baptist Church •. 

' 403 N.'Spring St .. , McMinnville, TN 371·10. · 
~ ......... . . .. . .,.. . 

Gap Creek Baptist Church, a conservative member of the 
Cumberland Gap Baptist Association in Claiborne County, 
Te nn., is a~pting applications for a full-time pastor. Experi
ence is preferred. Gap Creek has an active membe(ship of 
over 30Q.and )s growing. If possible, send a CD or DVD of your 
sermof} ~lo.ng ·with a resume. Send resume to Gap Cr~ek~ . 

_,. ' ' . ' . 
Baptist Gh\Jrch.~ Attn: Troy Poore, P. 0. Box 177, Arthur, .. lif.'J·' 
37707. Xou ·may ~end your resume by e-mail to trpoor:e@
hotmail.com o r·fax to (423) 869-8777. 

' . 
<· .,. ·:· ·:· 

Auburn Baptfst Church, Tupelo, Miss., is searching for a full
. time pastor. Education and experience desired. Please foi'Wara . . . 
resume to Auburn Baptis t Church, 1138 Road 931 , Tupelo, MS . . 
38804 or .e-mail auburnbaptistchurch @comcast.net. 

' 
• : t , • • ., 

· · 'MINIS.TRY - ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
First Baptist CfiLirch of Rogersville is accepting resumes for a 
full -time associate pastor. Experienced in administratioh and 
education. Send resume to Search Committee, P. 0 . Box 146, 
Rogersville, AL 35652. 

MINISTRY - COMBINATION 
Nolensville First Baptist Chur9h, Nolensville, Tenn., is seeking 
a Bible-believing, teaching, and preaching minister to work 
with youth and children for a small church in a fast growing 
community. This position is part-time joining three other part
time ministers. Resumes are to be sent to Nolensville Baptist 
Church, Attn: Search Committee, P. 0. Box 635, Nolensville •. 
TN 37135. 

MINISTRY - FAMILIES 
Woodmont Baptist Church in Nashville, Tenn., is seeking a 
full-time minister to families to work with children in grades 1-
5 and young families. Job description and requirements avail
able at www.woodmontbaptist.com. Please send resumes to 
staffsearch@woodmontbaptist.com or MTF Search Commit
tee, Woodmont Baptist Church, 2100 Woodmont Boulevard, 
Nashville, TN 37215. 

MINISTRY - CHILDREN 
Miracle Baptist is seeking a part-time director (15-20 hrs. per 
wk.) to grow children in God's Word and re-enforce through 
application. Minimum 2-3 years leading children's department. 
Some college or training preferred. Please send resume to 
Miracle Baptist Church, Attn: Bob Adkins, P.O. Box 10, 
LaVergne, TN 37086 or e-mail bobkadkins@comcast.net. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Accompaniment - Need a pianist? We have piano COs for 
churches to sing byt· Just what you need if you don't have a 
pianist or if your pianist is not always available! Call Wor
ship Service Resources at 1(877) 977-6802 or visit www.
hymn-cds,org for info and a FREE sample CD. Hymns, praise 
songs, blended, powerpoint, special church pricing! 

By Ray NewO?mb The unfaithful servant hid his 
talent in the earth. He should 

Focal Passage: Matthew 25:14- have used his talent rather than 
30 hiding it. He did nothing and was 

Introduction. This parable is committing sin apd robbing his 
different from the previous one. lord of service and increase. 
The virgins gave emphasis to get- The servants have been 
ting into the kingdom. This para- assigned ministries according to 
ble teaches the importance of gain the abilities and gifts God has 
and loss within the kingdom. We given them. It should have been a 
see the contrast of the diligent ser- privilege to faithfully serve the 
vants with the complacen~y and Lord and multiply his goods. 
content of the one who was lazy The servants' accountabili
and wicked. The Lord is represent- ty (vv. 19-24). The master came 
ed by the man traveling to a far back and reckoned with them 
country and then after a long time about their activity while he was 
returns to see what his servant gone. 
has done with .their abilities. All The worthy servants brought 

• 
· will give an account of their serv- their talents plus· what each had 

i.ce to God when He comes again. e~ed. The talents had doubled. 
The servants' abilities (v. The lord commended the two ser-

14). Each servant received the tal- vants for their faithful service. He 
• 

ents he had the ability to use. The rewardea them for being faithful 
master gave one five. talents, to over a few things· and made them 
another he gave two talents and to ruler over many thmgS .. They were 
another one talent; to every man 'invited to enter. in~o the joy of the 
according to his ability. Lord. . 

The Scriptures teach u s that ~ The Sc.riptures me~tion differ -
every person has a talent given by ent rewards for . th~ · faithful: a 
God. It should be used for His crown: (II Timothy 4:8), a throne •• 
glozy. The Lord expected each per- (Revelation 3:21), and a kingdom 
son to be faithful to use the tal- (Ma~hew 25.:34). 
ents. The worthless servant shared 

. The servants' activity (vv. his attitude toward his master by 
15-18). The servants can be divid- saying'"thou art a hard man,.reap
ed · in two categories: faithful and ing when thou hast not sowQ. and 
unfaithful. The faithful serva,nts gathering where thou hast not 
traded their talents. Their talents strewed" (vv. 24-25). He charged 
were being used to produce more · his master with unmerciful and 
talents. dishone~t leadership. 

Seek God's guidance 
By Brad Shockley 

Focal Passage: I ·samuel 8:4--6; 
10:20-24; 12:13-15, 20-23 

I have three beautiful daugh-
. ters ~ho have me wrapped around 
their little fingers. One argument 
they regularly use to coerce me 
into getting them a puppy, a cell 
·phone, an outfit, and the like is -
and you parents know what's com
ing - "All the other kids have one." 
Whenever I read the account of 
Israel's plea for a king in I Samuel 
s, it's deja vu. . . 

As the end of Samuel's days as 
a judge approaches, the Israelites, 
like children, demanded a king. 
They wanted a monarch because 
Samuel was too old, his so~ were 
too wicked, and - here it comes -
"all the other nations had one." 
Moses had predicted this in 
Deuteronomy 17. Though there is 
no indication in that text God dis
approved, Samuel certainly was 
not happy. As we all should, . 
Samuel took his eoncem to God in 
prayer (v. 6). 

The Lord revealed that Israel 
was not rejecting Samuel as judge 

• 
but God as king. He reminded him 
that Israel had a history of reject
ing prophets. And then God said, 
"Warn them of the dangers, but 
give them what they want." 
Samuel obeyed, counseling the 
people against having a king other 
than God, warning that their sons 
would be drafted, their children 

would become servants in the 
king's coUrt, thell: best property 
would be seized, and their assets 

' ~ould be taxed (yes, death and 
taxes are inevitable) . 

It wasn't convincing enough for 
the foolish people, and they again 
demanded a king "that we may 
also be like all the nations" (v. 20). 
You can feel the disappointment 
when God acquiesced, "Listen to 
their voice and appoint them a 
king" (v. 22). Instead of trusting in 
God and enthroning Him as Lord, - ,. 
the Israelites watched and suffered 
as one earthly king after another 
led the nation into idolatry and 
w;ickedness (with a few exceptions 
like David and Hezekiah). 

Did God cave like an exasperat
ed father conceding to the stub
born will of His children? No, of 
course not. Sometimes a conces
sion can in fact be a form of disci
pline itself, a truth I experienced 
many years ago. 

I will never forget my first 
overnight stay away from mom 
and dad. My Granny and Grand
daddy Carl (my mom's parents) 
were brave enough to take on a 6-
year-old little boy for a week. They 
lived above an old fashioned gro
cery store; I had been cruelly 
deprived of youthful pleasures 
like cokes and candy - what 
bliss! The first day there I con
vinced .them to buy a six-pack of 
soft drinks, the kind that Mme in 
glass bottles. 

• 

Sunday Schooll&$S011 
Sible Studies for lHe 

Sept. 28 

His erroneous view of his IDU· 

ter's character was sufficient proof 
that this slave bad no intimate or 
reliable knowledge of him. Thit 
s lave is•a portrait of the unregen
erate person who has no spiritual 
fruit in his life and no spiritual 
worship in his heart. He repre
sents a professing Christian 
whose view of God is corrupt 
because his unredeemed heart i.e 
still corrupt. He is a mouth profes, 
sor and not a heart possessor. 

His lord recognized who he wae 
and what he was, wicked, slothful 
(lazy), and wrong about his mas . 
ter (v. 26). His talent was taken 
away and given to the one with lC 
talents. Then he was cast int( 
outer darkness wher e there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth 
(vv. 29-30). This is the New Testa, 
ment des.cription of Hell. 

Conclusion. The opportunit) 
is given to each Christian to servE 
the Lord with the ability or spiri· 
tual gift God gives us. We will hf 

.. rewarded for our good works q 
Corinthians 3:14). God uses thE 
faithful, humble, caring, and lov· 
ing servant. 

The talents are ours to use 01 

lose. 0 - Newcomb is pastor o 
First Baptfst Church, Mlmngton . 

Sunday S(hool Lesson 
Explore the Bible 

Sept. 28 

• 
Just before bed, I turned into • 

Coca-Cola® wino, guzzling on 
bottle after another. Every drop o 
refreshing, bubbly .goodness w 
gone. I spent the rest of the ..... ·e ,."~ 
running to the bathroom, 
was diabolically placed at the eni 
of a long, spooky, dark hallway. I 
wa8miserable. 

Why on earth did Granny anc 
Granddaddy let me do that? 
found out later they intended 
me to learn a lesson by letting 
have what I wanted. That's wi'IIA 

God intended for Israel. 
Another relevant life let101 

awaits here. As our King 8.111 

Lord, we should seek God's will iJ 
all matters by examining ou 
motives, seeking and followiDI 
wise counsel, and praying to 
guidance. Because if we stulbbiiJI'D 
ly -move ahead to spite God's lead 
ing, He might discipline ua b; 
allowing us to actually have wba 
we want. 

"'My son., do oot reject the m.a 
pline of the Lord or loathe Hi 
reproof: For whom the Lord lowe 
He reproves, even as a father • 
recta the son in whom he delight& 
Proverbs 3:11-12 (NASB95). CJ .. 
Shockley is pastor of Cedar tt 
Baptist Church, Cedar Hill. 
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+ Beverly Smothers, 

community ministry special
ist , Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, will retire Oct. 31. Smoth
ers has served on the TBC 

staff for 13 
years. Prior to 
that she was 
director of 
church /com 
munity min
istry, Holston 
Baptist Asso-

SMOTHERS ciation, John-
son City, from 

1983-1995; and missionary, 
North American Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, in Phoenix, Ariz., 
1980-83, and in eastern Ken
tu cky from 1977-80. Smothers 
plans to retire in Paris. 

+ Eastview Baptist 
Church, Shelbyville, has called 
Timothy Forsyth.e Sr. as 
pastor effective Sept. 7. 

+ Glenwood Baptist 
Church, Powell, called l_tandy 
Troutman as pastor effective 
Aug. 24. He previously served 
the church as intenm pastor. 

+ Maple Hill Missionary 
Baptist CP,urch, Rogersville, 
recently called Eddie Elkins 
as pastor. He was recently 
ordained to the ministry at 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 
Rogersville. 

+ Big Creek Baptist 
Church, Rogersville, recently 
called Blake Montgomery as 
pastor. He is a ca.rididate for a 
master 's degree from Liberty 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Lynchburg, Va. 

+ Robert Mallory, bivoca
ti'onal pastor, Beech Creek 
Baptist Church, Rogersville, 
recently resigned. 

+ Erin 'Baptist Church, 
Erin, r ecently called Truitt L. 
Cockrell Jr., as pastor. 

+ Legacy Baptist Church, 
Indian Mound, has called 
Doug Barnes as pastor. 

+ Parkview Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, has 
changed its name to Dunbar 
Cave Baptist Church, 
Clarksville. 

+ Midland Baptist 
Church, Bell Buckle, will 
hold a revival Nov. 9-14. For 
information, call the church at 
(615) 233-5424. 

+ Hawk Creek Baptist 
Church, London, Ky., will 
host a men's conference at the 
London Community Center, 
London, Nov. 7-8. "Guarding 
the Gate: Protecting Moral 
Integrity" will feature Johnny 
M. Hunt, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention . 
Group discounts and give-

aways are offered. Register on
line at www.hawkcreekhaptist.
com or call (606) 877-9682. 

+ Bethel Baptist 
Church, Palmyra, will hold 
revival Oct. 12-15. Phil Glis
son, evangelist of Memphis, 
will speak. 

+ Zion Baptist Church, 
Elizabethton, will hold a fall 
festival Oct. 11. Events include 
gospel singing, yard sale, bake 
sale, food, and apple butter 
making. For information, call 
Juanita Woodard, ( 423) 542-
9286, or Shirley Cole, (423) 
542-6689. 

+ Brentwood 'Baptist 
Church, Brentwood, will 
present "An Evening with 
Denise Jackson," wife of coun
try superstar, Alan Jackson, 
Oct. 9. Jackson will share her 

personal s tory of tragedy 
and triumph. She is author 
of It's All About Him: Find
ing the Love of My Life and 
The Road Home. For infor
mation, contact Steve Smith, 
com munications minister, at 
(615) 324-6104 or smith@. 

brentwoodbaptist.com. 
+ First Baptist Church, 

Morristown, will hold its 
205th anniversary and home
coming Oct. 5. A combined 
morning worship service will 
be held. The church will move 
back into its refurbished wor
ship center. Dinner on the 
grounds will follow the ser
vices. For information, call the 
church at (423) 586-0522. 

+ South Seminole Bap
tist Church, East Ridge, 
hosted a revival Sept. 21-24. 
Morris Anderson, evangelist of 
Maryville, spoke. 

THIS TEAM FROM EAST LAFOLLETTE Baptist Church, LaFol
lette, pause in Wayland, Iowa, where they s~rved this summer to 
suppert the Tennessee/Iowa Baptist Partnership. They worked on 
projects related to the Mississippi River Ministry and presented 

THIS TEAM FROM TRUE LIFE Church, Jefferson City, of 24 peo
ple along with Jeff Harvel, evangelist, pause in McMinnville this 
summer where they worked with Bridges of Hope Fellowship. The 
volunteers practiced servant . evangelism door-to-door,' he/pea 

HAROLD GRIFFIN, holding plaque, retired minister, celebrated his 
76th anniversary of ministry on Aug. 31. He was honored by mem
bers of Fayette Baptist Mission, Williston, where he is a member. 

enneSce e 

MARY RUTH MITCHELL receives a plaque on her retirement af 
serving 50 years as church clerk of First Baptist Church, Betl 
Springs, from Ben Martin, pastor. She was honored on Sept. 7. 

the drama, "The Champion,"· to several congregations, repor1 
Greg Chandler, pastor. The group was called the M & M 7i 
which stood for Missions & Ministry Team. 

hold a block party, and helped lead a Sunday morning wo/5 
service. As a result Bridges of Hope had several new families 1 

it, reported DeWayne Howard, pastor. 
• 

Griffin is 91 years old and still leads Bible studies at th8 assisted 
ing center in Somerville, where he IM3s, reported Mike Morris, f. 
tor. 

• 


