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!_!a~a~~h~ aHend GiftFest, about 1 0,000 hear the gospel 
UJfilst and Reflector 

COLUMBIA -About 17,000 
attended GiftFest '08 

lll"u was held Sept. 20-27 and 
two concerts, six 
sports events at 

pnoots, a giveaway of items and 
a children's carnival, two 

r~n,PAt nights, and three show
of the movie, "Fireproof" 

One result was that 256 peo- · 
made professions of faith 
everyone except the 6,900 
attended the school events 

~oo,~n the gospel, reported Dale 
director of missions, 

Baptist Association, 
~E!O in Columbia, and coordi
~tor of GiftFest. 

The GiftFest events were 
~"""~"~ by about 300 volunteers 

42"churches of 13 denomi
Those churches along 

the Tennessee Baptist Con
Life Way Christian 

Mnnl't'PA. Nashville; and Mau
~ciation gave nearly all of 

$116,000 budget for Gift-

, Ledbetter said the Christians 
accomplished what they 

- "to express God's 
in an unconditional way by 

"--'- the citizens of Maury 
a gift through free 

~erns." The motivation, he 
paea, is that 78 percent of the 
~(Jlen1ts here don't regularly 
;teilLU church. 
The volunteers also gave par
See GiftFest, page 3 

• 

BRITTANY WHITE of Mt. Pleasant receives a Wii video game dur
ing the children's carnival from Rick Blevins, children's pastor, First 
Baptist Church, . Columbia. 

THE DAZZLIN' DORRELLS perform during the childrenJs carnival 
Sept. 20 at Maury County Park} Columbia. Juggling as a boy tries 

VISITING DURING THE food giveaway gn Sept. 20 at Maury Coun
. ty Park, Columbia, are, from left, Patsy Nance, First Baptist Church, 
Columbia, and Kathey Martin. 

to pass through the batons are Kathy, left, and Nathan. The Dorrells 
are members of First Baptist Church, Tullahoma . 

ping the hungry helps a church too, Hendersonville pastor says 
'ft ..... Note: On Oct. 12, Southern Bap- Minister to the poor. and stronger when they get more recalled. "And he said, 'The strangest 

sts will observe World Hunger Sunday "We have been praying for revival for involved in ministry to the poor, whether thing is that there's no conflict an:9Dlore. 
,nd congregations across the United years and yet not seen it. A lot of church- it be direct physical aid, ministry to the When something comes up, it's like 
itates will collect offerings for the South- es are in conflict. I believe one of the homeless, or financial gifts. smoke. It just blows away.' 
trn Baptist World Hunger Fund. The fund stumbling blocks is that we have become. "I believe ministry to the poor is dear "He asked if I could explain that and 
tas set up in "1974. In 2007, Southern more callous toward people in need," said to God's heart." I said, 'Yes, Proverbs 14:21 says, "He who 
~tists gave more than $5.5 million; in the Nelson, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church Nelson recalls a conversation several has mercy on the poor, happy is he." You 
rst six months of 2008, $2.3 million has here and former director of hunger con- ye.ars ago with Philip Lane, who then got some happy Christians on your 
168n received. For information on the cerns for the Southern Baptist Ethics & was pastor ofWest Main Baptist Church hands.' " 
iouthern Baptist World Hunger Fund, visit Religious Liberty Commission. in Alexandria. A child in the congrega- Starting a ministry to the poor doesn't 
torldhungerfund.com. Too often,-ministry to the poor is noth- tion had become burdened for hungry have to be a major undertaking, Nelson 

ing more than a footnote in a church's children because of a television comrner- noted. 

ly Mark Kelly 
laptist Press 

HENDERSONVILLE- If a church's 
iving is down, conflict is up, and hap
isms are nonexistent - and the pastor 
tas tried everything he can think of to 
emedy the problem -Steve Nelson has 

ministry plan, but other than salvation cial she had seen. Her passion spread to "Churches need to start where they 
itself, no issue is addressed more often in the other children and then to the are. If they haven't been very involved, 
Scripture than ministry to the poor, Nel- adults. Over the next year, the congrega- they need to start in a non-threatening 
son said. tion raised more than $20,000 for world way," he said. "' wouldn't try to take a 

"The Bible is very clear that 'whoever hunger, Nelson s&id. church that has been doing nothing and 
shuts his ears to the cry of the poor will "' asked [Lane], 'How are your other immediately launch a homeless shelter 
also cry himself and not be heard.' That's offerings?' and he said, 'They are all up or some major thrust." 
·Proverbs 21:13," Nelson said. "What I and budget giving over the next five A congregation could start with the 
have seen is that churches are happier months was up over 50 percent,' "Nelson - See Helping, page 4 suggestion. 
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Tennessee DR 
tloses feeding 
units in Texas, La. 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Tennessee 
Baptist disaster relief last week 
closed its two hurricane feeding 
responses in Houma, La., and 
Buna, Texas, but expanded its 
efforts to Vidor, Hamshire, and 
Houston, Texas, according to 
state DR director, David Acres. 

Following Hurricane Ike, the 
state disaster relief feeding unit 
closed its feeding operations 
Sept. 25 in Houma where it had 
served victims and volunteers of 
Hurricane Gustav. Also return
ing home Sept 25 to Tennessee 
was the DR feeding unit for Sul
livan Baptist Association, 
Kingsport, which had been sta
tioned in Buna. 

Tennessee Baptist disaster 
relief efforts are part of the larg
er Southern Baptist DR efforts. 
While work continues in the 
Gulf region of ·'Texas and 
Louisiana, Southern Baptist DR 
volunteers last week surpassed 
the milestone of preparing more 
than two million hot meals in 
the wake of Hurricanes Gustav 
and Ike. 

More than 100 units from 19 
state Baptist conventions are 
serving in Texas in response to 
the needs created by Hurricane 
Ike, which struck the Texas and 
Louisiana Gulf Coast on Sept. 
13. In Louisiana, 97 Southern 
Baptist DR units and/or teams 
serving with the Red Cross and 
Salvation Army continue to be 
deployed. 

In addition to preparing more 
than 2.1 million hot meals, 
Southern Baptists have served 

· more than 40,000 volunteer 
days, completed 1,236 chain saw 
jobs, provided 24,561 showers, 
purified 7,008 gallons of water, 
and finished 4,960 loads oflaun
dry. Volunteers have had 13,420 
ministry contacts while chap
lains have had 1,569 contacts. 
Volunteers and chaplains led 
125 people to Christ in the three 
weeks since the Gustav/Ike 
responses began. 

Tennessee Baptist DR volun
teers worked last week on the 
state feeding unit where it pre
pared over 203,030 me8Js. 

The feeding unit served for 
20 days at Coteau Baptist 
Church, Houma, where it was 
assisted by the First Baptist 
Church of Concord, Knoxville, 
shower/laundry trailer. The unit 
reported 1,170 showers were 
provided and over 360 loads of 
laundry were done. The shower/
laundry trailer left Sept. 26 to 
return to Knoxville. 

State DR volunteers also 
worked last week on the disas
ter relief feeding unit for Sulli
van Baptist Association, Kings
port, which was stationed at 
First Baptist Church, Buna, for 
12 days. The Bradley County 
Baptist Association, Cleveland, 
shower/laundry unit was also in 
operation at the site. Figures 
were unavailable at press time 

for the Bu.na operations. 
A laundry unit from First 

Baptist Church, Hendersonville, 
left Sept. 21 for Vidor where it is 
in operation at First Baptist 
Church, Vidor. Tennessee mud 
out teams that arrived over the 
weekend at Vidor included 
Truett Baptist Association, 
McEwen, and Beech River Bap
tist Association, Lexington. 

Chain saw teams that arrived 
over the weekend at Hamshire 
were: Robertson County Baptist 
Association, Springfield; Her
mitage Hills Baptist Church, 
Hermitage; Giles County Bap
tist Association, Pulaski; New 
Duck River, Baptist Association, 
Shelbyville; Duck River Baptist 
Association, Tullahoma; and 
William Carey Baptist Associa
tion, Fayetteville. 

Local officials in Houston last 
week contacted SBC DR leaders 
to request shower units for an 
evacuee site in the city of Hous
ton. Two shower units from the 
Chilhowee Baptist Association, 
Alcoa, left Sept. 25 to set up at 
tlie Convention Center in Hous
ton where a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency shelter is 
in operation. 

Individuals interested in 
making donations to the 2008 
Hurricane Response fund , 
may do so online at · www.
tndisasterrelief.org or by mail
ing a check made payable to 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Reliefto'Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, P.O: Box 728, Brent
wooa,. TN 37024-0728. Please 
note "2008 Hurricane Season" 
on the memo line of the check. 0 

EC addresses 
NO ITS . (Onterns, 
SIC referrals 
Baptist Press 

... 

NASHVILLE - The South
ern Baptist Convention's Execu~ 
tive Committee unanimously 
passed .a recommendation Sept. 
23 giving pre-approval for any 
SBC entity tp transfer funds to 
New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary to assist in its ongoing 
recovery from Hurricane Katri
na. 

The action was taken to 
assure compliance with Article 
XVI of the SBC's Business and 
Financial Plan. 

New Orleans Seniinary Presi
dent Chuck Kelley told the EC's 
Cooperative Program subcom
mittee earlier in the day that ris
ing costs in insurance and utili
ties have made recovering from 
Katrina more costly than initial
ly envisioned. Kelley had 
requested that the subcommit
tee recommend approval of a 
special allocation of $500,000 
out of any Cooperative Program 
overage funds, but the subcom
mittee declined and instead rec
ommended that any CP overages 
be distri}>Uted according ~ the 
reiular distribution formula to 
the entities, who then can decide 
how much, if any, to give to the 
semmary. 

The Executive Committee 

also decHned to approve at this 
time a request by Kelley to 
freeze the seminary's full-time 
equivalent (F'TE) enrollment 
numbers for an additional three 
years, choosmg to examine the 
matter more fully during the 
September 2009 EC meeting 
when more enrollment numbers 
are available. 

In other matters, the Execu
tive Committee: 

• approved a request by the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention to 
apply any remaining surplus 
funds for Hurricane Katrina 
relief to "other worthy disaster 
relief programs" of the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention, including 
relief efforts for Hurricanes Rita 
and Ike. There is approximately 
$200,000 remaining in excess 
funds. 

• declined to recommend 
reaffiliation with the Baptist 
World Alliance, as requested in a 
motion referred from the June -
10-11 annual meeting in Indi-
anapolis by Texas messenger 
Larry Walker, who asked .the 
Executive Committee to "revisit, 
re-evaluate, and reconsider" the 
SBC's affiliation with the Bap
tist World Alliance. That rela
tionship was severed in 2004 
over concern about liberal theo
logical drift in the BWA; the 
acceptance of churches that 

/ 

affirm practicing homo.sexuals 
by one BWA member d'enomina
tiop, the American Baptist 
Churches USA; and the BWA's 
acceptance into membership of 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellow
ship, a factional split from the 
SBC, despite the fact that the 
CBF did not meet the BWA's cri
teria for membership. 

The Fecoinmendation adopted 
Sept. 23 by the Executive Com
mittee said it "deelines to recom
mend reaffiliation, preferring 
instead to encourage the [South
ern Baptist) Convention to con
tinue to relate to evangelicals 
and cooperate with them 
through the Global Evangelical 
Relations division of the Execu
tive Committee, International 
Mission Board personnel, and in 
other ways that promote strong 
cooperative evangelization, clear 
biblical convictions, and close 
relationships with like-minded 
evangelicals around the world." 

The Global Evangelical Rela
tions initiative was launched in 
2005, a year after Southern Bap
tists voted to withdraw from the 
Baptist' World Alliance. Bobby 
Welch, the Executive Commit
tee's Global Evangelical Rela
tions national strategist, told the 
group Sept. 22 that he has 
received an enthusiastic recep
tion from Baptists and other 
like-minded evangelicals over
seas ~ho see the world and the 
kingdom as we do." 

• declined to study formally a 
motion on how the convention 
could better implement Articles 
XIV and XV of the Baptist Faith 
and Message, the articles that 
address cooperatiQn and the 
C~tian and $he-social .order. 
ThEi, committee believes "the 
ideal of cooperatiata is already 
exk>Iled" in the BF &J.t •suffi
cient to motivate Southern Bap-

' I 

• 

.. 
tieta and their entiti to mllel 

orate toward th~ • ta~ 
wh~n and where appropriate. • 

• approved a ~mmeocb 
tion to the SB "''s 2009 annw 
meeting in Loui:wille. Ky., tbr 
Bylaw 1 of the SBC bylawa l 
amended to ~ay that durinc a 
annual meeting ~e~~ion ·a me: 
senger may speak m debate fC 
longer than three minute. 01\ 

with the permission of the coa 
vention granted by n two-thirt 
vote" and .. a messenger m 
introduce a second motion du 
ing a business session only if r 
other messenger is seeking tt 
floor who has not made a moti 
during that session." The ream 
mendation was framed by SB 
parliamentarian Barry McCBJ1 
and D. August Boto, the EC 
executive vice president ar 
general counsel to formal 
adopt the two standing rul• 
messengers have approved 
recent years. 

• approved a recommend 
tion to the SBC annual meetir 
to harmonize the provisions 
Bylaw 15 on the Con;tmittee c 
Nominations and Bylaw 19 ( 
the Committee on Commit~ 
relating to their respective not 
ination processes. 

• declined to recommend 
the annual meeting amendme1 
of the convention's bylaws 
prohibit executive officers 
SBC entities from also serviJ 
as president of the SBC, "prefe 
ring instead to affirm the ball 
process, through which messe 
gers determine for themselv• 
whether a candidate with ~ 
inherent conflict of inter 
should be elected as conventll 
president." 

• chose not to recommer 
that the SBC constitution I 
amended as proposed in 
motion during" the lndianapol 
annual meeting, which aug~ 
ed that Article III on membe 
ship be changed to disall 
relating to churches with fema 
senior pastors. The commi 
said the Baptist Faith and Me 
sage speaks clearly to the isst 
"and no amendment is necessaJ 
to challenge the friendly coope 
ation of any church on 11 

grounds, since that already 
-pt>ssible by means of the moti< 
process." 

• declined, "in the absence 
any evidence of abuse, inequit 
or difficulty," to recommii 
changing trustee term lengtl 
noting the SBC cpnstitutio 
"permits appropriate truat. 
term lengths, the possibility 
elections to second terms of • 
ice, and appropriate limitatiGI 
on trustee service by mE!ml~l ! 
the same church." The 
had been to limit trustees to • 
seven-term term of service. 

• • declined to act on a modi 
referred from the 2008 mwdt 
to amend Article VIII of the 
constitution to list element. 
qualification for trustee eervk 
"instead preferring to enooutal 
the Committee on Committe 
and Committee on NominatiGI 
to continue the historic pradi 
of inquiring about the Chri.lda 
character and conduct of cenc 
dates and their churcbee.• CJ 
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:17#000 aHend GiftFest, about 10,000 hear the ••• 
- Continued from page 1 
ticipants a plasma TV, three Wii 
video games, three scooters, 
three iPods, and an autographed 
guitar. About 4,000 families 
received a New Testament. At 
the giveaway 500 · families 
received about $10,000 worth of 
groceries and others received fur
niture. Free admission to the 
movie, "Fireproof," was given to 
870 people. 

I 
Free admission also was 

offered- to concerts held Sept. 20 
on the parking lot of Columbia 

11 :.~.••cau. They featured Montel Jor-
dan, a Grammy nominee who 
performs rhythm and blues, and 
Phil Stacey, an "American Idol" 
finalist whose genre is country 
music. Both men shared their 
Christian testimonies. The con-
certs drew about 2,850. 

Ledbetter said planning for 
GiftFest began about 18 months 

and during that time he has 
God perform miracles as 

as Satan try to attack the 

A great part of GiftFest was 
~o1~1rn:1g with folks from .differ

denominations, he sa.id. 
of different denomina

r~t:ms will continue to help each -->ther in areas beyond the realm 
>f GiftF~;t," said Ledbetter. 

He said at one point he was 
tanding in a church of the 
~urch of Christ denomination 
,elling over 300 volunteers of 

that they should stop 
money because the 

plwmers had received too much. 
that's a miracle," said Led

Petter, who has served the asso
r ~1a1aon for seven years. 

Another miracle was seen in 
use of individuals, he 

For instance, Rose
Fisher felt God moving her 

.,.--- her husband, Jeff, to Colum
from Georgia. She become 

""''.""'~ in GiftFest. Amazingly, 
,n her work in Georgia, she had 
;cheduled musicians for concerts 
md was familiar with all that is 
~equired, explained Ledbetter. 
~ow she is administrative assis
;ant for the association. 

John Rushing, pastor of 
~orthside Baptist Church, 
Jolumbia, for 22 years, said, 
'This is the biggest spiritual 
~athering that we've had in this 
:ounty that I know of." 

• 
- -oe-- - - "' 1 ,, 

• 
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~INDY BURGESS of Viola Bap
'ist Church, Columbia, shows a 
Vew Testament which was 
liven to each person who regis
'et&d for the prizes at the chil-
1ren's carnivaL 

Fellow Baptist pastor, Gary 
Bailey of Mooresville Pike Bap
tist Church, Columbia, said he 
was a part of the planning group 
for GiftFest and the members 
discussed holding a crusade but 
rejected that because crusades 
often draw mostly Christians. 

The planners . w;anted to 
"make a lot of contact with the 
community" and provide events 
"where we can present the gospel 
and give people an opportunity to 
respond," said Bailey, who added 
that that is different from push
ing the gospel. "I believe we've 
accomplished that." 

Bailey added that he was 
amazed at the turnout on Sept. 
20 although it was raining. Peo
ple waited in the rain, some 
about two hours, to participate 
in the food or item giveaway. 

Jerry Jeter, pastor, Cornet:-

stone Baptist Church, Colum
bia, presented the gospel to 
groups of about 150 before they 
participated in the item give
away. Then he referred folks 
who wished more information 
to counselors. 

Jeter said today Christians 
have to earn the right to witness 
and GiftFest was a way to earn 
that right. 

Bailey said, "It's been an out
pouring of God's love. It's been 
amazing what has happened." 0 

JOHN RUSHING, pastor, 
Northside Baptist Church, 

TWO BOYS CHOOSE toys during the giveaway of GiftFest '08 held 
Sept. 20 at Maury County Park, Columbia. 

Columbia, takes items chosen 
by a person at the giveaway to 
his or her car. 

JERRY JETER~ pastor, Corner
stone Baptist Church, Colum
bia, presents the gospel to folks 
before they choose items they 
want at the giveaway. , 

• 

DALE LEDBETTER, right, director ?f mission_s, Mau~y Co~n.ty Bap
tist Association, Columbia, and dtrector, GiftFest 08, VIsits wtth 
Russ Adcox, left, pastor, Maury Hills Church, Columbia,. and Ter
rance Blakeslea_v, pastor, Agape Baptist Church, Columbr~, on the 
parking Jot of Columbia Mall Sept. 20. Behind them Phil Stacey, 
musician, prepares for his concert that afternoon . 

DISTRIBUTING FREE cotton candy, popcorn, and water are, from 
left, Mike Adair of First Baptist Church, Columbia; and Taylor and 
Liane Freels of Grace Park Church, Spring Hill. Not seen is Kendall 
Freels. They are serving during the children's carnival on Sept. 20. 

LEAVING THE GIVEAWAY with items she chose is Patsy Baxter. 
Helping her to her car is Ken Belsky of Central Christian Church, 

Columbia. 

PEOPLE WAIT TO PARTICIPATE in the giveaways of food and other items at GiftFest '08 on Sept. 20 at Maury County Park in 

Columbia. 
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C-N teams provide J ,500 h·ours of service thr:ough OIAM 
Carson-Newman news office 

JEFFERSON CITY - Car
son-Newman College volun
teers contributed some 1,500 
hours of service to local agen
cies and residents during the 
college's third annual Opera
tion Inasmuch (OIAM) project 
on Sept. 20. 

A year in the planning, the 
event began when 32 teams 
were sent out to 27 service 
sites. The 530 volunteers, a 
number which represents one
quarter of the college's student 
population, worked at sites 
from Strawberry Plains to Mor
ristown. They used everything 
from paint brushes to bingo 
cards as part of their communi
ty outreach. 

"This is a historic event," 
said Chad Morris, C-N's associ
ate director of campus min
istries. "Operation Inasmuch is 
wonderful for our students 
because it not only unites our 
campus, but also the communi
ty where we live and learn." 

Two years ago, C-N became 
the first higher education insti
tution to use the OIAM mission 
blitz model that started under 
the leadership of David Crock
er in 1995. Crocker at that time 
was a pastor in North Carolina. 
He also has been pastor ofCen-

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE students, 530 in number, who participated in Operation Inasmuch pause during their day of service. 

tral Baptist Church, Johnson 
City, and Central Baptist 
Church, Fountain City, 
Knoxville. C-N's effort began 
with some 300 volunteers in 
2006. 

While the work benefits 
those served, participants say 
they receive dividends as 
well. 

Junior Bethany Brown 
joined the Baptist Campus 
Ministries team and spent the 
morning up to her elbows in 
gardening at an adult daycare 
facility in Morristown. 

"Being able to give back to a 
service that helps people with 
Alzheimer's was really mean
ingful to me," said Brown, a 
member of Witt Baptist 
Church, Morristown. "All we 
did was trim shrubbery and 
pull weeds, but that gives the 
caregivers more time to invest 
in these precious people who 
need it so much." 

"Operation Inasmuch was 
amazing," said freshman Ryan 
Carter, a member of Talbott's 
Lebanon Baptist Church. "It 
allowed us to serve for the 

cause of Christ and show those 
around us that, even though we 
are college students, we do 
care." 

Members of C-N's Eaglettes 
dance team worked with Hope 
for Healing, a Strawberry 
Plains-based agency offering 
poverty relief and support to 
victims of domestic violence. 

"For three years in a row the 
dance team of Carson-Newman 
College has blessed liS .. with 
their service," Gayle Crabtree, 
the agency's executive director, 
wrote. 

"Sometimes things slide in s 
non-profit that need to be done 
Having a group of enthusiasti( 
volunteers like these ladies le~ 
us get a lot accomplished velj 
quickly." 

Other entities benefitin~ 
from the service extravaganu 
included the Boys and GirlE 
Club, Darby House, J effersor 
City Health and Rehab, an<i 
Dandridge Senior Center, ru 
well as several loca l schools 
For more information on C-N'E 
work with OIAM, contact Mor 
ris at (865) 471-3536. 0 

Couple helped by disaster relief volunteers become Christians 
By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - A recent 
telephone call from the North 
American Mission Board, 
Alpharetta, Ga., to the Ten
nessee Baptist state disaster 
relief director about a family in 
need resulted in the couple pro
fessing faith in Christ and join
ing a local church. 

A disaster relief team from 
William Carey Baptist Associa
tion, Fayetteville, replaced a 
balcony and rebuilt a front 
porch for a family in Kelso dur
ing the first week in August. 
The team was made up of mem
bers of First Baptist Church, 
Flintville; First Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville; and Gum Springs 
Baptist Church, Flintville. 

Julie and Jack Nigh who 
moved from Florida last year to 
an older home in Kelso told a 

prosthesis provider, Jason Wat
son of Huntsville, Ala., who is a 
member of Jackson Way Baptist 
Church, Huntsville, in July that 
they needed help with their 
early 1900's home. 

Watson called NAMB to find . 
out who could respond in the 
Fayetteville area. NAMB called 
David Acres, Tennessee disas
ter relief director, who called 
Jim Baird, co-director of disas
ter relief for William Carey 
Association. 

Baird contacted Winfred 
Stayton, pastor, Gum Springs 
Baptist, who not only served at 
the closest church to the Nighs, 
but whose church had been on 
several associational rebuild 
mission trips. Baird and Stay
ton visited the home and decid
ed what materials would be 
needed for repairs. The home 
had termites, and a porch and 
balcony that were rotting out, 

according to Baird. 
Baird raised the funds for 

the building materials from 
individuals and William Carey 
Association churches. He also 
organized the team to help tb:e 
couple. Nigh was disabled in a 
motorcycle accident in 
2005 in which he lost 
his leg. 

Stayton talked and 
visited with the couple 
on several occasions 
when he worked on the 
house. When Stayton 
visited the couple Aug. 
12, they accepted Christ. 
They were baptized Aug. 
17 at.Gum Springs Bap
tist. Members of the 
church have returned to 
the house to fix a leak
ing roof, install a garage 
door, and do extra work. 

rebuild mission trips including 
four projects in Pass Christian, 
Miss., in the past 14 months," 
said Stayton. The couple 
planned to participate in the 

·Sept. 21-26 missions trip of the 
church, he added. 

"The Nighs have becomE 
great workers in our church. W( 
got new Christians and n~ 
workers in the kingdom. I tel 
people to get !tttively involve< 
in mission work and witness 
people." 0 

"Our church has a SOME OF THE Baptists who repaired and renovated the Nigh home stanc 
history of gomg on with the Nighs at their home. 

• 

Helping the hungry helps a church too, Hendersonville pastor ••• 
- Continued from page 1 ing, as opposed to tithes and can make a huge difference. If gifts - creates openness to the "When someone is desperatE 
simple biblical practice of offerings, "is a systematic every Southern Baptist gave $1 message of salvation in Jesus when they are hungry and don' 
gleaning, Nelson said . practice of making a portion of a month, hunger funds would Christ, Nelson added. have the resources to provid 

"Leviticus 19:9-10 tells us our excess available to people multiply many times. We're "Gleaning is a demonstra- their next meal, they are with 
not to go over the fields a sec- in need." averaging well under 50 cents a tion of God's caring for all peo- out hope," he said. •Mjnisterin; 
ond time but to leave some- "This can be done by collect- year per Southern Baptist right ple," be said. "It piques curiosi- to them gives them hope. 
thing for the poor and the ing spare change on a regular now. That certainly hinders the ty about who would do this for "A ministry of presence i 
a lien among us. We certainly basis or writing small checks on progress of programs and I us and why and therefore opens powerful," he added. "No mat 
can relate to that in our day in a regular basis to the World think it grieves God's heart." hearts to the Bread of Life, and ter how meager what you ar 
America," Nelson said. "Most Hunger Fund or the church Ministering to people's phys- not just bread for their bodies." doing for them is, the fact tba 
of us, however, aren't farmers. benevolence fund," he said . ical needs - whether done Ministry to the poor gives you are there and that you car 
So how can we practice glean- "Small gifts, systematically directly by the congregation or hope where there is no hope, opens doors for 
ing?'' He explained that glean- given - just our gleanings - indir ectly through monetary Nelson said. Christ.• 0 
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taek: of missions education will doom sse 
, 

refle.: ~ons 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Some day when there is only 
one Southern Baptist left on the 
planet, he or she can look back 
and try to pinpoint the reason ' . 
why our denomi~ation became 
extinct. 

I predict that person, 
whomever it might be, will 
point back to this generation 
(our generation) and see it as 
when missions education began 
its downward spiral. 

I had the opportunity to 
spend two days at the head
quarters of the Internatienal 
Mission Board in Richmond, 
Va., last week at a briefing. for 
Southern Baptist editors. 

It was an informing, en
lightening two day~. Over the 
next few weeks I will be sharing 1 

thoughts about some· of the 
information we were given. 

Some of the informati'on, 
whichfucludes trends, is a little 
disheart'Eming as well. 

The 1MB has identified and 
grouped Southern Baptist Con
vention churches into six cate
gories - the legacy church, the 
transitional church, the pur
pose-driven church, the seeker 
church, the emerging church, 
and the affinity church (see box 
on this page). · 

In 2006, the 1MB estimated 
that legacy and transitional 
churches comprised 70 percent 
of all Southern Baptist churches 
with 30 percent coming from the 
other four groups. A year later 
(2007), the 1MB estimated the 
number of legacy and transi
tional churches had dropped to 
64 percent. They acknowledge 
these are estimates and have no 
hard data to back these figures. 

Yet, more than likely, they 
are correct. As someone pointed 
out d'!ring our meeting, the 
number of legacy churches, 
which I define as traditional, 
-old-fashioned Southern Baptist 
churches, is declining. And a~ 
many of these churches cease to 
exist, they are being r eplaced by 
non-traditional type churches. 

Nothing wrong with these 
churches as long as they are 
Bible-based and teach what we 

Types o~.Southern Baptist Convention churches 
The Intern~t10nal Mi~sion B.oard of the approach to their primary worship service. Most 

Southern Bapti_st Convention has Identified six heavily influenced by "Boomer" generational 
grou~s. of Bapti~t churches and provided these worldview. 
defimt10ns to editors at a meeting last week in The Seeker Church - Ch h th t tiliz' R hm d v urc es a u e 

lC on • a. , large corporate services exclusively to target the 
. The -~egacy C~';ll'ch- ~hurches that prima- unchurched. See traditional programs as irrele

rily utilize traditional ~o~thern Baptist pro- vant and a barrier to reaching the unchurched. 
grams to answer the. m1s~10nal needs of their Most heavily influenced by "Gen-X" generational 
church: Most heavily mfluenced by the worldview. 
"Builder/Sile~t·: generational worldview. The Emerging Church - Sometimes referred 

The Transitional Church - Churches that to as "post-modern" churches, these are church
~ave leg~cy SEC-roots and rely on programmat- es that have leaders who tend to be non-linear 
IC s~ructll!e to answer the missional questions of thinkers and have a structure that is more 
theU: ~hurch, but do not necessarily utilize all organic then organized. Outreach models tend to 
traditional SBC programs; most often use non- focus on ''belong then believe" ·versus confronta
SBC programs. Most heavily influenced by tiona! evangelism. Interested in church tradi
"Boomer" generational worldview. tion, but. not deno:ffiinational tradition. Most 

The ~urpose-Driven Church - Churches heavily influenced by "Gen-Y'' generational 
that deliberately align their activities with five worldview. 
p~oses (memb~rshi~, maturity, ministry, mis- The Affinity Church .:..._ Chw·ches that target 
s1ons, . and ~agnifi.catwn). ~e~e ~hurches sys- the needs of a particular affinity group, network, 
tem~tically approach the assrmllatwn process of and/or ethnic population (e.g. Cowboy Church 
movmg unchurch~d attendees from a "crowd" to Biker Church Korean Church Hispani~ 
I< , d ' , core an often have a seeker-sensitive Church, etc.). CJ 

as Southern Baptists hold dear. 
Yet, if these churches do not 

offer missions educ·ation, the 
denomination which birthed 
them will eventually· cease to 
exist. 

Even those churches which 
are categorized as "transitional" 
are failing to properly educate 
their flocks about missions. As 
defined by the IMB, the transi
tional churches have ~strong 
legacy roots. It appears to me 
these churches know where 
they came from, they just aren't 
teaching it. 

More and more Southern 
Baptist churches are not offer
ing, traditional educational pro
grams such as Royal Ambas
sadors, Girls in Action, and 
Mission Friends. 

This will ultimately be our 
downfall. 

Churches have gone to other 
programs- and while they are 
good programs - they do not 
teach our children about the 
denomination and our missions 
heritage. What's more they do 
not teach about the Cooperative 
Program whi;ch funds our mis
sion enterprises. I think many 
leaders do not equate missions 
educ11tion with the Cooperative 
Program. Countless Southern 
Baptists my age and older first 
heard about the CP through 
RAs and GAs. In today's culture 
people do not give to a cause 
they aren't familiar with. The 

letters "CP" will become irrele· 
vant without proper education. 

1MB officials did express 
concern that many churches are 
not doing missions education. 

While the majority of South
ern Baptist missionaries once 
learned about missionaries and 
missions from RAs and GAs, 
that is no longer true, according 
to the IMB. 

One comment, however, con
cerned me. "We get locked into 
what worked in another era. We 
want to sustain it though it's 
not relevant now." 

I counter that RAs, GAs, and 
other xnissions organization will 
work and are still relevant if 
utilized. The North American 
Mission Board and Woman's 
Missionary Union still places an 
emphasis on miss~ons education 
materials. They are not just not 
being utilized as they once were. 

From what I gathered from 
1MB officials they have not 
"given up" on the traditional 
programs, but they see the need 
to find other ways to educate 
about missions. 1MB· President 
Jerry Rankin ackD.ow ledged 
that he affirms RAs and GAs 
and that "we should never 
diminish the value" of those 
programs. He also expressed 
appreciation for churches that 
are sustaining those programs. 

Yet, he noted the 1MB is find
ing other ways to get out the mis
sions message. They have worked 

with Life Way Christian Resources 
to include missionary stories in 
Vacation Bible School curriculum. 
The 1MB (and all Southern Bap
tist Convention leaders) must find 
additional ways to educate people 
in churches that no longer use the 
traditional methods. of missions 
education. 

What's the answer? Atti
tudes must change. Southern 
Baptist leadership at all levels 
- from the local church, to the 
association and state conven
tion levels, and on to the nation
al convention - must grasp the 
vision and importance of mis
sion s education. 

One of the things Southern 
Baptists do better than any. 
other denomination is sending 
missionaries to share the gospel 
of Christ. Our missionaries do 
not have to spend valuable time 
soliciting support. We support 
them through the Cooperative 
Program. 

If we want to continue to 
sustain our missionary force we 
better begin to educate our 
membership now - beginning 
with our children and continu
ing to adults who accepted 
Christ later in life and did not 
"cut their teeth" on missions 
education and the Cooperative 
Program. It doesn 't matter 
which type of church we're in. 

Our future as a missionary
sending denomination depends 
on what we do today. CJ 

rite . slaeplaenl's walk - take a liking to yourself 
By James Porch Brother Preacher. So push aside your Seek out your alright features, 

PORCH 

While passmg 
through the pastorate ... 
take a liking to yourself 

Whoa! 
No narcissistic trip 

intended! 
Rather, there is some

thing to be said for a 
ministry unto yourself, 

culture layers, conditioned by stress dare to discover a n ew skill, push 
over the years, and resist the out your own envelope, and 
ying yang of being the target of question the fun you ~n h ave 
hypocrisy because of the inabili- that you've never enjoyed. 
ty to satisfy everyone. You n ever know h ow t h e 

Release the often false obses- Father may bless a good side of 
sion to be all things to all people, you that's even n ew oo you . :J-
and take on a potentially refresh- Copyright by James Porch, 
ing perception of the created being executive director-treasurer, 
the Father made of you. Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

g es 
• 

1(0 u rus 

By Ken Weathersby 

Pray for ~GPS' 
In North America, we have the 

· opportunity to impact the world 
by sharing Chr ist with our 
friends and neighbors. J esus com
manded His followers, "Go, there
fore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit," 
(Matthew 28:19). The nations 
have become our neighbors. It is 
my prayer that every Southern 
Baptist church, regardless of size, 
would make a commitment to 
join with other Southern Baptist 
churches to embrace the National 
Evangelism Initiative (NEI). 

The name of the National 
Evangelism Initiative is "GPS -
God's Plan for Sharing." The GPS 
vision is "Every believer sharing. 
Every person hearing the gospel 
of Jesus Christ by 2020."We need 
this evangelism initiative to rally 
Southern Baptists back to our 
first love of seeing people saved, 
baptized, and discipled in a New 
Testament church. 

Just imagine if every South
ern Baptist church . really 
embraced the vision of preparing 
God's people to pray, to engage 
the culture as trained witnesses, 
to sow the Good News of Christ, 
and to baptize (harvest) those 
who are gathered. We would cer
tainly see revival occur and per
haps even a spiritual awakening. 

Prayer is one of the four "mlle
posts" along the GPS road map, 
and you can start praying righ t 
now as part this year's Soul-Win
ning Commitment Day on Oct. 5. 
The que§tion being asked this 
year is "Who's In Your Wallet?" 
Southern Baptists across North 
America will be making commit
ments to reach out beyond the 
walls of their local churches to 
engage the culture with the Good 
News of the gospel. 

• Believers will select three peo-
ple for whom they will pray. Each 
church member will receive a 3-1-
6 prayer card on which three 
names can be written down. They 
will carry this card in their wallet 
or purse as a reminder to pray for 
these three persons at least one 
time a day for six days. Secondly, 
they will be encouraged to pray 
that their relationship will open 
the door for a conversation about 
Christ. Thirdly, they will pray 
that the response of each of the 
three persons will be to accept 
Jesus as Savior. 

We must start with prayer. The 
ministry of prayer is key to seeing 
many souls saved. The person 
who prays will see many things 
answered from God that the 
prayerless person is denied. We 
need diligently to pray for the lo:.t 
as we seek to ~e Hi.; message of 
salvation to those around us. '"J -
Weathersby IS senior strategiSt for 
evangelism for NAMB and former 
state evangehsm director for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convenbon 



• 

"Bu!lding healthy churches empowered by the p~sence of God." 

Worship Matters 
We live in an age when there is more religious material 

published, broadcast, and propagated than ever before in histoFy. 
The proliferation of songs is too much for any worship music leader 

to be able to review,. much less to carefully scrutinize for biblical 

0 accuracy and theological integrity. 
The C hristian C opyright License, Inc. company, which maintains 

a website making texts and tunes available for download boasts the 
availability of more than 250,000 songs for worship. 

Pastors and worship music leaders charged with the respQnsibility of 
placing words on the lips of worshipers under their care must ask the critical 
question : eels this song appropriate for the worshipers under our leadership?" 

The very first issue to be addressed in considering such a question would be 
whether or not a song is biblically and theologically sound. 

In this issue of "Church Health M atters:' I have inyited a senior pastor, a 

minister of music, and a former publishing editor to contribute their reflections · 
on the critical need to ground ·om worship in the Word of God. I want to 
thank Kevin Shrum, Scott Shepherd, and Jere Adams. . 

Shrum addresses ci_le centrality of the Word in worship through the 
preaching event. His experience, scholarship, and passion for conne~ting tlie 
Word with people are well kn_owm among the members of his coagrega~icn as 
well as among those who kno\\;' him through his mission and ministry among 
Tennessee Baptists. . 

Shepherd is one of our fine young music leaders, who is a seminary graduate 
and avid reader on issues of theological importance regarding worship. 

Adams has spent years combing through hundreds of texts to ascertain 
their affinity to biblical truth prior to their being placed in print. His life 
has been exemplary of Christian service including his current role as music 
minister in his church. 

In Baptist life, we do not have a prescribed book ofworship material that has 
been blessed by some ecclesiastical higher authority. One of our foundational 
dostrines preserves the autonomy of the local church and the authority of its 
resident leadership as tempered through cengregational polity. 

H owever, Baptist ecclesiology should encourage us to find ways to admonish 
one another in and through our associations as voluntary participants of our 
denomination. We_ need to assist one another to remain tenaciously faithful to 
the Word of God in our faith and practice and certainly in our worship. 

O ne of my professors made the statement in a doctoral class that "the 
Word of God is always more powerful than anything else anyone might say or 
sing in worship." It is true. Let us sing the Word, let us hear and be inspired by 
the Word, and let us preach the Word. Our trust is in Him, who has given the 
Word. - Paul Clark~ 

We stand ready to help you in any way we can thr6ugh the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Worship and Music Ministry office. Contact us at: 

-Paul C lark, Worship and Music Ministry specialist •....•... (615) 371-2041 
pclark@mbaptist.o~ 
C harlotte Hanson, Administrative assistant .........•..... (615) 371-7908 
chaoson@mbapriu.oq 

, 

... 

Worship is the action and attitude of individual and gathered believers 

in count~ng God worthy. WorshiJ? encompasses God's act of speaking to His 

people about H is Son, Jesus C hrist, through His Word in the power of the 

H oly Spirit. 

Both factors must be present if worship is to be complete, whole, and 

authentic. If God is not counted worthy and if we are deaf to His Word, worship 

hasn't happened. -

Worship combines head and heart, mind and spirit, giving and receiving: 

This is why Jesus instructed the woman of Samaria that "God is spirit, and those 

who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth;' (John 4:24). lndividual 
passion and godly, truthful preaching combine to form the atmosphere for 

authentic, biblical worship. 

God is worthy of worship; we are wired to worship. These two factors 

become the intersection where the Word informs the worshiper of the O ne, 

~ho is worthy to be worshiped. Worship and the Word are bound together. The 

passion of our worship and ·the songs of faith must be shaped b~e contours of 

God's Word. 

Preaching and worship are so inextricably bound together that you cannot 

have one without the other. Nothing replaces the central role of God's Word in 

worship. If our great Trinitarian God is the center piece of worship, then the 

Word of God is the pedestal upon which our great God is put on display so that 

we might marvel at Him and His wondrous works of salvation. . 
We do not worship God on our own terms. We worship God in ways 

that reflect His character and holiness. We understand God's ch~acter and 

holiness is through His inspired and inerrant WOfd. Worship and the Word are 

bound togeth~r, animated, and empowered by the Spirit of God expressed in 

obedience. 

For example, when N ehemiah gathered the people together to rededicate 

the walls of Jerusalem after they had been destroyed by invading forces, he 

did so under the authority of God's Word (Nehemiah 8 & 9). This pattern of 

worship and the Word holds true throughout the Old T estament (God's people 

worship; God speaks) and is carried over into the New Testament. 

When Jesus returned to Nazareth, H e entered the synagogue, opened the 

scroll of Isaiah, and explained the Word to H is hometown crowd (Luke 4: 16-

19). The great Apostle Paul continually instructed his under\tudy Timothy to 

preach the Word and to instruct and exhort C od's people with sound doctrine 

and teaching (II Timothy 3: 16-17 - 4:1-5 ). The ultimate act of worship is rd 

open God's Word~ to learn of our great God , and to gaze on His beauty and 
holiness counting Him worthy above all things. 

The degree to which we honor God through worship will be determined bJ 
the degree to which we embrace_ God's Word in both individual and corporarc 

worship. When God's Word is rare and absent, wor5hip becomes empty and 
uninformed. When God's Word is made clear, worship grows increasingly 

God-centered. This is true worship. 

(Shrum is pastor of Inglewood Baptist Church, Nashville.) 



.. Music Grounded in GadJs Ward 
~squires Grounded Worship Leaders What Is a· li 1 Truth 

a in Hy1nn Texts? 4y Scott Sheperd 
. ' By Jere Adams ... 

Choral music is one of the m?st powerful means the church possesses Throughout my ministry, I've always 
~ worship God. The beauty of a well-written melody, the shimmer of a well- known that text is as imponant as the 

uned chord, and the power of a well-written lyric have the potential to move the music, but it's so easy to be swayed by a 
rorshiper to "a more profound alleluia!" beautiful or poignant rune. 

It's aiJlazing how important literary 
However, deficient of a firm grounding in God's Word, choral music will fall 

thoughts become when one is charged 
oefully short of its purpose. with the awesome responsibility of making 

Most of the choral music chosen in Baptist churches does not directly quote certain that all literary content in music 

ripture. This is certainly acceptable, but therein a~so lays danger. . publications, notably Life Way Christian 

If a choral anthem is not directly quoting Scripture, how can we be certain Resources, Nashville, is theologically 
1 it is. biblically and theologically sound? If our anthem is based upon a certain sound. This was my job a few years before 

h d th d th my retirement from LifeWay as I served 
,,.uL, ... cu passage, ow o we ensure at passage is use in e corrc;ct context 

as the biblical and instructional specialist 
applied accurately? If a choir song expresses a personal experience in regard for the Worship and Music Department. 

God, how can we be sure that personal experience coincides with scriptural Besides the need to publish quality 

? m~terial, it is so important that a product 
When considering appropriate choral music for the church, the overarching be developed that is worthy of sharing 

mcJtpte upon which all else hinges is that our music be grounded in God's Word. in our chur-ches, institutions, and their 

the basis, the foundation, and the source of all we do in worship, God's Word leaders, and most important honors 
. God and points to His saving grace and remain central. There are few, if any, in the church who would argue against 

. glory. Coupled with that fact is the need 
premtse. to consider the feelings of the ~riters 
But the question remains: How do we best ensure that .this principle is involved. They pour their heart and 

~ru1eve:a not only in theory, but al~o in practice? soul into a piece, an9 to be subjected to 

I believe the key to biblical integrity in our choral music lies in proper biblical, possible criticism. is not an easy thing to 

~eowe:~call, and doctrinal knowledge for those selecting~ our choral music. If we hear. 

toe~ctour choral music to be grounded in God's Word, then we must expect that Priortothepositionasspecialist, Ihad 
earlier served, among other assignments, 

as w(jrship leaders are also grounded in God's Word. Our pastors are rightly as the editor for 1he Handbook to 1he 
ected. to have a meticulous understanding of S-cripture as they enter the pulpit 

week. 
. 

Do we as worship leaders hold ourselves to the same high standard? Do we 

re over the texts of Scripture that·relate to our worship anthems and themes? 

owe test the appropriateness. of our music~ sdections against the statl:dard of 

Word? 

• Furthermore, I believe the worship leader need no.t only study the Bible, but 

other exemplary texts on theology and doctrine. Biblical commentaries, 

rsteJmati'c theological works, the Baptist Faith and Message, and individual books 

respected theologians aid our development into biblically ~d theologically 

worship leaders. Biblically literate worship leaders and pasto.rs will help 

lit'""''"'"' biblically literate worshipers. 
The reformers rightly argued that the Bible is the only infallible source of 

:ligious authority. Therefore, the Bible is the primary means by which we come 

> know God. The Word of God ministers, e~es, and evangelizes in ways mere · 

uman words cannot. 

Our ch~ral music must be infused by and grounded in God's Word. As the 

aders given the task of choosing our churches' choral music, we must commit to 

eep and committed biblical and theological study as we strive to become more 

Lithful worship leaders, firmly entrenched in God's Word . 

. (Sheperd is minister of music at First Baptist Church, Paris.) 

Baptist Hymnal, 1991. This contributed 
greatly to my increasing awareness of the 
importance of text in music, and it helped 
prepare me for this new assignment. 

Working with nine of the finest 
hymnologists in the country became a 
wonderful learning experience. As I read 
the history of each hymn to be included 
and the m~a:ning behind it, I developed 

a new and .deeper understanding of so 
many hymns that I had sung all my life. 

So many hymns were written, not by 
musicians necessarily, but by preachers/ 
pastors. That doesn't seem to be so much 
the case today, but it doesn't lessen the 
need for text to be theologically sound. 

I can testify to my emotions as I read 
a text that magnifies God, or leads me to 
contemplate His greatness, and how this 
affects my own life. So often, I have been 
moved to tears as I reflect on the text. Yes, 
the music is important, but together with 
the text they form a work that may lead a 
lost soul to Christ. 

As a retiree from LifeWay and now 
back into full-time music ministry, I am 
still keenly aware of text when I select 
music to be used in our worship services. 

If it's not biblically correct, then it 
should not be used. I always tell parents 
of children and youth that being a 
participant in choir is not only a musical 
experience, but a theological experience 
as well. 

The purpose of the music is to teach 
children, youth, and adults more about 
God and Jesus Christ. It's no secret chat 
many people will remember the "sermon" 
in a song longer than the spoken word just 
delivered. 

I encourage anyone in ministry 
through music to carefully consider what 
is being shareq ·in word, as well as the 
musical composition. 

(Adams is minister of music at Riverdale 
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro.) 

Mininer of Music R•dables 
Nuhvillc 

A Stewardship and Cooperative Program Campaign 
... 

-

-
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NASHVILLE - Addressing 
!tees of the Ethics & Reli

Liberty Commission, 

11lQ1$81ra Land said the. state of 
culture reflects the reality 
it bas influenced the peo

of God more than the peo
ofGod have influenced soci-

LB.nd, president of the South-

• 

Super Low Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 -
25 $9.70 $11.84 
35 $9.70 $11.84 
45 $14.11 $20.65 
55 $26.92 $46.28 
65 $69.51 $131.45 

Pll118 call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 

first 10 years. Written by an A+ life 
Insurance company. Preferred Male rates 

'uatnited above. Please call for other 
!ages and Female rates. 

on the Beach! 
~~~ Prlc•sr * 

ern Baptist moral concerns 
entity, said the only hope for a 

reversal of 
this tide is a 
"heal the 
land" kind of 
blessing from 
QQd. 

."We went 
out into the 
world to 

WILBURN change the 
world and the 

world changed us," Land 
lamented in remarks during the 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Great package deal (especially 
for new or small church): Ham
mond Organ, rod p~w Bibles 
(about 30), brown Praise Hym
nals (about .50-60) and as a free 
add-in, SS material all for · 
$300.00. Please contact the '· 
Tansi Community Church asap 
(931) 265-6163, ask to talk to 
Jeff. 

annual ERLC trustee meeting 
Sept. 16-17 here. 

During the meeting, Jackson 
pastor Ronnie Wilburn of 
Meridian Baptist Church was 
elected vice chairman of the 
trustees. 

As someone who came to 
maturity during the 1960s, 
Land said he could never have 
imagined that today 45 percent 
of the population could claim to 
be born-again Christians and 
yet the country be in the shape 
it is. 

Myrtle Beach 
Ocean Front 

Corner condo, smoke-free, 
pool view and lazy river. 

Cell phone: (843) 602-0466 
Home phone: (843) 248-4561 

To the best of our knowledge all 
ads in the Baptist and Reflector 
represent legitimate C?(>m)lanies 
and offerings. Hovt~ver. one 
should always use .o~tlon . In 
responding to ad~. 

I Ambassador Camp-0-~ee 
24-26 2008 

America is worse off in virtu
ally every moral standard -
except in the areas of race rela
tions and society's view of 
women - than at any time 
since 1965, Land said. He noted 
today 35 percent of all children 
are born to single mothers and 
that nearly half of all couples 
marrying will eventually 
divorce. 

He has been driven back 
time and time again to the 
promise God makes in II Chron
icles 7:14: "If my people, who 

MINISTRY - ASSOCIATE 
PASTOR 

First Baptist Church of Rogers
ville is accepting resumes for a 
full-time associate pastor. Expe
rienced in administration and 
education. Send resume to 
Search Committee, P. 0 . Box 
146, Rogersville, AL 35652. 

are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will for
give their sin and will heal their 
land." He recalled that the 
verse was prominently featured 
on a wall in the fellowship hall 
in the Baptist church he attend
ed as a child. 

"What America must have is 
heaven-sent, Spirit-filled re
vival," Land said, but pointing 
out: "This is not going to h appen 
without God's people getting on 
their knees before QQd." 0 

The Lighthouse 
Christian Beach Retreat 
And Conference Center 

Orange Beach, Alabama. 
Directly on the Gulf of Mexico. 
Ideal for church beach retreats. 

From 10 to 84 people. $30 per night 
per person donation. A ministry of 

Romar Beach Baptist Church 
(251) 971-8400 or (251) 981-8959 

MID-SDUTHBUS 
www.thebuscenter.com 

TRANSPORTATION 
The Bu s Center 

RespQnsive to 
YOUR needs. 

"After visiting several companies, our church decided to take 

our business to Transportation South. They were very respon

sive to the needs of a growing church and sensitive to the 

limits of a church committee environment. They have been 

honest, straight-forward and very quick to answer all of our 

questions. We look forward to doing more business with 

Transportation South in the future." 

Greg Stephenson 
Committee Member 
First Baptist Church 

Decatur, Alabama 
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e s 
• Marilyn Ruley Jett, 71, 

of Jackson, died Sept. 25. She 
was a pastor's wife for 45 
years. She and her husband, 
Phil Jett, pastor emeritus, 
Englewood Baptist Church, 
Jackson, recently celebrated 
25 years of ministry at the 
church. They were married for 
51 years. Phil Jett was presi
dent of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, 2005-06. She is 
survived by her husband; two 
sons; one daughter; and 10 
grandchildren. 

+ Bill Damron, 79, of 
Trenton, retired interim pas
tor, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Trenton, died Aug. 29. Sur
vivors include his wife, Patsy, 
and four children. 

u es 
+ First Baptist Church, 

Nashville, is hosting Ruth 
Graham and Friends Min
istries which will hold a "Get 

HUGH X. LEWIS of Nashville, center, poet laureat!3 of Christian 
country music, stands with Sonny Works, to his right, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Kingston, and choir during the Aug. 31 morning 
worship service. The choir surprised Lewis by wearing string ties. 

Growing" Conference Oct. 3-4. 
Ticket prices are $40-50 by 
calling (615) 664-6015 and 
$70 at the door. The confer
ence will help people over
come personal life challenges 
and get growing again. For 
more information, visit 
www.ru thgrahamandfriends.
com. 

+ Eastview Baptist 
Church, Huntingdon, held 
homecoming Sept. 28. Johnny 

Burns, a former pastor, spoke. 

+ Higher Ground Bap
tist Church, Kingsport, held 
a Wild Game Dinner Sept. 23. 
Gary Miller, newspaper colum
nist, and Freddie Neeley, tele
vision host of 3B Outdoors, 
spoke. · 

+ Milton Baptist Church, 
Milton, will hold homecoming 
on its 110th anniversary Oct. 5 
beginning at 10 a.m. 

THESE MEN FROM TUSCULUM Hills Baptist Church, Nashville, pause during their work this sum
mer on Stable Baptist Church, Gulfport, Miss, to repair damage from Hurricane Katrina. They are, from 
left, front row, Earl Craig, Bill Slagle, Charles McClain, Ray Moore, and Dan Thompson; back row, Paul 
Verble, Mike Dutton, Paul Willis, and Jerry Pack. 

t:srriN 
Jl:JDGM 

October 
6:30 NIG 

First Baptist Church Lakeland 
4500 Canada Rd. Lakeland, TN 38002 

Lewis, known as Colonel, also was part of afternoon activities , 
the church including a picnic in recognition of Labor Day and au 
tion for church ministries. The afternoon activities drew about 3t 
people, reported Works. 

MEMBERS OF Tusculu!J1 Hills Baptist Church, Nashville, repain 
and renovated houses this summer on the Crow Indian Reserv 
tion in Montana to support the Tennessee/Montana Baptist Pa1 
nership. They worked with Jonathon Lawton, pastor, Apsaaloo1 
Baptist Church. They are, from left, Earl and Shirley Craig; Ly1 
and Gerald Richmond; back row, Ray and Rachel Patterson; fro 
row, Phil and Barbara Lampley; and Peggy and Bill Highsmith. 

reece Tour/Cruises 
From a Baptist View -5 wonderful packages- year-round 

Excellent value for groups and individuals 

www.pilgrimtours.com 800 322 0788 
Pilgrim Tours, P 0 Box 268, Morgantown, PA 19543 

"Christian Fellowship Tours Since 1987" 

-
Visit Mid-America Baptist 

Theological Seminary! 

On October 31, 2008, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. CST, the faal. 

ty and staff of MASTS invite you to attend Pr~iew Day for prosp«UW 
students on their Cordova, TN, Campus. You will have an opportunity to tour dlt 
campus and seminary housing, meet the president and farulty, sit in on dasses.
attend chapel. For more information or to register online, go to www.~ 
or call800.968.4508, Ext. 3060. 

RIIMmHI, a call tD ministry 
Is t1 Ul/1 tD prept1tr ••• UlltSJtkr MJd·AIMr#UI. 

2095 Appling R.o.d • ConSowl, TN 38016 • 901.751..8453 • 800.961.4S08 
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MINISTRY- DOM 
'I Knox County Association of Baptists, a large and 
~ metropolitan association, is seeking a director of 
sions who can lead the association in a time of structur

functional transition. Please send recommendations 
DOM Search Committee, Knox County Association of 

P. 0. Box 11028, Knoxville, TN 37939-1028. 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Baptist Church, a member of the Shiloh Baptist Asso

located in downtown Savannah, Hardin County, 
, is accepting applications for a full-time pastor. We are 

•r, ... rt. ly seeking the man God has begun to grow for this 
tion. B<perience is preferred, as well as formal educa
at a Southern Baptist University and/or seminary. If gos

please send a CD or DVD of your sermon along with 
to First Baptist Church, Pastor Search Com

, 145 Main Street, Savannah, TN 38372. You may 
your resume by e-mail to fbc_media@ hotmail.com .-

•••••••••••• • • • • 
full-time pastor for First Baptist Church, Mayfield, 

Degree from a Southern Baptist seminary. Please send 
and non-returnable video or DVD to Pastor Search 

ittee, First Baptist Church Mayfield, 118 West South 
I!Ma.VfieiiO.· KY 42066. .•. .•. ... .... . • • • • 

Baptist Church, Tupelo, Miss., is searching for a full
pastor. Education and experience desired. Please for-

• • 
resume to Auburn Baptist Church, 1138 Road 931 , Tupe-

38804 or e-mail auburnbaptistchurch@ comcast.net. 

. MINISTRY - COMBINATION 
lnsviii~First Baptist Church, Nolensville, Tenn., is seek
a Bible.:.t?,elieving, teaching, and preaching minister to -< with youth and children for a small church in a fast 
iing community. This position is part-time joining three 
r part-time ministers. Resumes are to be sent to 

sville Baptist Church, Attn: Search Committee, P. 0. 
, Nolensville, TN 37135. ............. • • • • 

Burning Bush Baptist Church of Ringgold, Ga., is seek
full-time associate pastor/minister of music. Please 

resume to CBA, P. 0. Box 53, Ringgold, GA 30736 or 
at ccbaptist@catt.com. · 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
Zion Baptist Church, Pulaski, Tenn_., is seeking a bivo

youth minister. Call, write, or e-mail and we will 
application, job description, and salary information. 
looking for someone with a heart for teenagers who 

~ ::.netclally gifted to work with them. Write to Youth Min
Search Committee, New Zion Baptist Church, 1595 

• ac Rd., Pulaski, TN 38478 or e-mail pastor@-
zionbaptistpulaski.org or call Larry Thomas (931) 363-

•••••••••••• • • • • 
t Baptist Sevierville is looking for a full-time youth min
, assistant with middle school emphasis. Please send 
1mes to hofscott@fbcsev.org attention Scott Carter or 
(865) 453-9001 for further information. 

t Baptist Church, Sherwood, Ark., is seeking. a full-time . 
ster of youth (6th through 12th). Send resume to Youth 
ster Search Committee, 701 Country Club Road, Sher
d, Ark. 72120 or e-mail to dondavis102@comcast.net. 

-time youth pastor for Lakewood Baptist Church, 400 
elson Pike, Nashville, TN 37214. Fax or e-mail resume 
i15) 883-3295 or Lakewoodbc@aol.com. 

++++ 
.cle ~ptist is seeking a full-time youth minister who is 
>ion-minded .and passionate about developing and 
pping teens for kingdom work. Minimum 2-4 years 
uience ministering to youth, degree preferred. Please 
:t resume to Miracle Baptist Church, Attn: Bob Adkins, 
. Box 10, LaVergne, TN 37086 or e-mail bobkadkins@
cast.net. 

++++ 
•t Tenn. SBC seeking bivo youth minister. Rural area 
great growth potential. Currently at 188 membership. 

v.mfrbc.org. Please send resume to Middlefork Road 
tist Church, 3955 Middletork Road, Luray, TN 38352, 
:Youth Committee. 

.. '!Ill> • .. • • ·~ - ••• 

Everyone • 
IS 

By Ray Newcomb 

Focal Passage: Romans 1:18-25, 
28-32; 3:9-10 

Sin is a world-wide problem. To 
deny people are sinners goes against 
the plain teaching of God's Word. 
God used Paul not to make people 
feel good about themselves but to 
see themselves as sinners. 

God gives His Word against 
woeful unbelief (1:17-18). Dis
closed God's way. The gospel of God 
reveals the righteousness of God. 
Paul declares that he was not 
ashamed of the. gospel of Christ: "For 
it is the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believes" (v. 16). 
Righteous means conformity to the 
right. God is righteous and all men 
are unrighteous. The righteous shall 
live by faith. 

Disclosed God's wrath (v. 18). The 
· thoughts of a wrathful God goes 

against the wishful thinking of fall
en man and many want to hear only 
of the abundant life in Christ, the 
joy and blessing ·of salvation. But 
there is more in God's picture of sal
vation. God reveals the truth of His 
judgment against sin and those who 
do not believe .must take heed (v. 
'19). God's wrath is clearly seen in 
the New Testament. The Word 
speaks of the love and grace, also 
speaks powerfully of His anger and 
wrath against all unrighteous and 
ungodliness. 

God gives His Word against 
willful unbelievers (vv. 19-20). 
God made known His eternal power 
and Godhead. The creation made 
the invisible things of Him clearly 
seen. Man can understand by the 
things made by God. God expects 

By Brad Shockley 

Focal Passage: I Samuel13:5, 
7b-13b; 15:7-11, 22-23 

'!l-ying to take back a rash word 
is like trying to squeeze toothpaste 
back into the tube. It's almost 
impossible. In I Samuel 14, Saul 
spoke a hasty word that couldn't be 
recovered, and it nearly cost him a 
battle, an army, and a son. 

Jonathan's brave attack on the 
Philistine garrison at Geba insti
gated a great clash, with Israel on 
the winning side (vv. 1-23). In the 
heat of that battle, Saul made an 
oath: "Cursed be the man who eats 
food before evening, and until I 
have avenged myself on my ene
mies," (v. 24).· It sounded noble, 
even kingly, but it was foolish and 
harmful. 

It nearly cost him a battle and 
an army because at the end of the 
d~y his men were victorious but 
too exhausted to finish off the flee
ing Philistines. The decree ceased 
with the setting sun, but they were 
so ravished they broke the Law, 
slaughtering and devouring the 
captUred livestock on site - blood 
and all (Deuteronomy 12:16). A 
sacrificial altar saved them from 
certain judgment {vv. 34-35). But a 
greater injustice was coming. 

Knowing nothing of his father's 
order, Jonathan innocently 
strengthened himself with a little 
honey before nightf.all. When told 

lost • • 1n s1n 
the lost man to learn from nature 
the truth of His eternal power and 
the truth of His Godhead. God's 
eternal power refers to His never
failing omnipotence which is 
revealed in the greatest of creation. 
All man has to do is see God's cre
ation that functions with such preci
sion. "There is God!" says native, 
pointing to seasons, stars, and sun; 
He is eternal in His power. 

Man is not only exposed to God's 
witness in creation, but also exposed 
by the witness of God to Himself. 

God gives His Word against 
wicked unbelief (vv. 21-28). Their 
godless imagination (v. 21). The 
more the wicked learn, the more he 
becomes puffed up and mighty in his 
own self. He feels that humanly and 
philosophically he does not need 
God. 

God says that his heart because 
of his foolishness became darkened. 
Man who reasons that there is no 
god, comes to a false conclusion no 
matter what he thinks. 

The godless images (vv. 22-25). 
An unbelieving man changes the 
image of an incorruptible God into 
images made like corruptible man, 
into birds and four-footed beast. 

Man becomes so deceived by the 
idols that God gives them up to 
uncleanness, lusts of their own hearts 
and they dishonor their own bodies. 

The truth is turned into a lie 
which they believe. They worship 
the creation more than the creator. 

God gives His Word against 
wayward unbelief (vv. 28-32). 
Morals perverted. In verses 26-27 
the unbelievers become moral per
verts. They give themselves over to 
shameful horrors and unnatural 

of the ban, rather than worrying 
about his own life, he replied, "My 
father has troubled the land, see 
now, how my eyes have brightened 
because I tasted a little of this 
honey," (v. 29). He went on to 
lament the bigger victory they 
could have won, "How much more, 
if only the people had eaten freely 
today of the spoil of their enemies 
which they found! For now the 
slaughter among the PbjJistines 
has not been great," (v. 30). (This is 
just one of many occasions 
Jonathan showed himself a wiser 
leader than his father. ) 

God's silence at Saul's inquiry 
for guidance revealed a problem (v. 
37), and a casting oflots gave away 
the cause (v. 41). Jonathan's honest 
gaffe brought sin into the camp. 
The king was prepared to keep his 
foolish vow to the letter, yet just 
prior he had bent the rules regard
ing sacrifice (I Samuel 13:8-14). 
Had the people not risen up and 
protected hjm , Jonathan would 
have been executed (v. 45). 

Saul's order led to serious con
sequences that negatively affected 
the lives of others. That's the bitter 
fruit of speaking in haste (see also 
Jephthah's rash vow in Judges 
11:30ft). Wise old Solomon warned 
of such; 

"There is one who speaks rashly 
like the thrusts of a sword, But the 
tongue of the wise brings healing," 
Proverbs 12:18. 

• 

Sunday xhool Lesson 
Bible Stuclies for Life 

Oct .. 5 
vices, to the eins of Sodom, sins 
which cause God to bring His wrath 
of fire and brimstone from heaven in 
the days of Lot. (Genesis 19). The 
very foundation of a nation is rotten 
when such practices happen. 

Mentally perverted. In verses 28-
32 they become mentally perverted. 
Refusing to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gives them over to a 
reprobate mind. The sins began to 
pile up because of the wicked hearts. 

Mentioning perversion. In verses 
29-31 the sins are named. The char
acter, conduct, conversation, con
cepts, and companionships are 
affected because of the wayward 
unbelievers. 

God's judgment brings death 
because they have pleasure in their 
SJnS. 

God gives His Word for the 
whole world (3:9-10). All have 
sinned. The Jews and Gentiles alike 
are sinners before God. Every per
son needs to see the teaching of 
God's Word: "as it is written 'There 
is none righteous, no, not one.' " 

All need salvation. Every human 
is a sinner and needs salvation. The 
gospel message must be preached so 
people will be convicted by the Holy 
Spirit and repent and believe J esus 
died for our sins, was buried, and 
rose again (Romans 15: 17; Acts 
20:20-21). Jesus said," ... Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature" (Mark 16:15). 0 
- Newcomb is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Millington. 

"Do you see a man who is hasty 
in his words? There is more hope 
for a fool than for him," Proverbs 
29:20. 

"Do not be hasty in word or 
impulsive in thought to bring up a 
matter in the presence of God. For 
God is in heaven and you are on 
the earth; therefore let your words 
be few," Ecclesiastes 5:2. 

Perhaps Solomon's most appro
priate proverb for this lesson is 
"Even a fool , when he keeps 
silent, is considered wise; When 
he closes his lips, he is considered 
prudent," (Proverbs 17:28). In 
other words, if you want to look 
smart, close your mouth (I've 
done this, folks, and it works! ). 
The apostle James probably had 
this in mind when he WTOte, " ... 
But everyone must be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, and slow to 
anger," (James 1:19). The less we 
say and the more we listen, the 
less trouble we get into. 

Saul's blunder teaches us that 
we should be extraordinarily care
ful to think before we speak, sifting 
our words through the Holy Spir
it's will. Oh, that Saul had known 
this. Oh, that I would live this. :l -
Shockley is pastor of Cedar Hill Bap
tis1 Church, Cedar Hill. 

• 
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eaders 
+ Amanda Lamberth was 

recently called as interim cam
pus minister, Baptist Colle
giate Ministries, University of 
Tennessee at Memphis. A grad
uate of UT at Martin, she pre
viously served as a BCM 
intern at her alma mater and 
the University of Memphis, 
Memphis. 

+ Matt Henderson was 
recently called as interim cam
pus minister, Baptist Colle
giate Ministries, Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville. A gradu
ate of Oklahoma State Univer
sity, Stillwater, Okla., he previ
ously served as a BCM intern, 
Vanderbilt University. 

+ Ashley Dyer was recent
ly called as the interim campus 
minister, B~ptist Collegiate 
Ministries, Tennessee Techno
logical University, Cookeville. 
A graduate of Tennessee Tech, 
she presently is a student at 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Dyer 
previously served -as the BCM. 
intern at Tennessee Tech and 
as the state BCM president. 

+ Two riiinisters of First 
Baptist Church, Goodlettsville, 
will speak during revival serv
ices at the Tennessee Prison 
for Women, Nashville, Oct. 31-
Nov. 2. Pastor Lyle Larson 
and associate pastor Tom 
Huls will speak. For informa
tion, contact Jeraldene Heflin, 
prison ministry coordinator of 
the church , at jerryheflin@
comcast.net. 

+ Lon Chenowith re
signed as senior pastor of 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
Oneida, effective Sept. 28. 

+ Valley Grove Baptist 
Church , Knoxville, has called 
Anthony Kendall as youth 
minister effective Oct. 6. He 

. previously served as the mid
dle school student pastor, First 
Baptist Chu.rch, Sevierville. · 

hurches 
+ Forty Forks Baptist 

Church, Bethel Springs, 
and Good Hope Baptist 
Church, Adamsville, will 
host their 12th annual "Trail 
Ride for Jesus" Oct. 3-4. Hors
es, mules, wagons, and carts 
are allowed while motorized 
vehicles are not. "One Vision" 
and Thomas Davis will be fea
tured on Oct. 3 and Bobby · 
Isbell and his music group and 
Jack White will be .featured 
Oct. 4. The trail ride also kicks 
off ~od Hope Baptist's Old
Fashioned Weekend Oct. 4-5. 
The "Tennessee River Boys" 
and "One Vision" will be in con
cert during afternoon activities 
at the church. For information, 
call (731) 439-0918 or (731) 
610-1716. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Scottsboro, Nashville, will 
hold a revival crusade Oct. 8-

12. Terry Wilkerson will speak 
and Jeff Williams, minister of 
music at the church, will lead 
the music. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Grand Junction, will observe 
its 150th anniversary Oct. 17-
19. Mike Adams, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Lexington, will 
preach on Oct. 17. "The Quicks" 
will be in concert Oct. 18. James 
Porch, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention executive director, will 
preach during the morning wor
ship service on Oct. 19. For 
information, contact Danny 
Rachel at fbcgrandjunction@
bellsouth.net. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Waverly, was recently recog
nized as one of 62 Tennessee 
Baptist churches that met the 
"Manchuria Challenge" goal 
for the 2007 Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Inter
national Missions of the Inter
national Mission Board. The 
award recognized churches 
who gave over $100 per capita 
to the offering, which was 
based on their average Sunday 
morning worship attendance. 
First Baptist gave $25,398 to 
the offering and had an aver
age worship attendance of 240 
people, reported IMB staff. 
Only 833 churches, or 1.8 per-

PARTICIPATING IN THE SECOND annual Across Festival in Mountain City are Lula the Praise & 
played by Gayna Forrest and Dean Forrest posing with a girl for a picture. The Forrests are a part ol 

. rest Ministries based in Alabama. The festival was led by Johnny and Mitzi Hobbs, youth leade 
Watauga Baptist Association, Elizabethton. As a result of the event, held Aug. 30 - Sept. 3, 85 Pf 
made professions of faith. Nine churches of Watauga Association were involved. 

cent, of the 45,000 Southern 
Baptist churches met this chal
lenge. 

SHELBY SOUTHERLAND of Fairview Baptist Church, Mohawk, 
receives a plaque, a Bible, a pin, and a rose Sept. 14 for 40 years 
of perfect attendance in Sunday School. She is honored by 
Richard Cobble, left, Sunday School director, .and Sammy Stock
man, pastor. 

THIS TEAM OF 34 FROM OAK GROVE Baptist Church, Gray, 
served in Lakeshore, Miss., this summer helping Lakeshore Bap
tist Church and victims of Hurricane Katrina. The Tennesseans 

-• 

PARTICIPATING IN THE 175th anniversary and homecomit 
Cedar Ford Baptist Church, Luttrell, on Sept. 14 are A. R. & n 
gardner, center, pastor; his wife, Sue, and Mark DeVault, chaiJ 
of deacons. Baumgardner has served the church for 28 years 
is one of only 22 pastors of the church. Activities drew abou 
people and included a video of members involved in activities 
testimonies by several of the church's oldest members. Cedar 
Baptist was founded before the Southern Baptist Conventior 
was ready to join when the sac was formed in 1845, the cl; 
reported. -

helped rebuild homes, worked in a food/clothing distribution 
ter, and ministered in the community, reported Gary Dee/ o 
team. 


