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ural churches vital to kingdom work, leaders agree 
Editor's Note: This is the second in a series to sharing the gospel in their communi
of articles highlighting rural church ministry ties, Holt stressed. 

u~r,n rural churches and ministers. See the TBC Executive Director James Porch 
• 
Health Matters section in this issue agreed, noting that foundations for 

for additional information about rural Baptist life in America were established 
churches. in the rural church. 

By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Rural churches 
long been the "backbone" of the 

Llt:llllt::o::~o:~t~t: Baptist Convention and they 
.,,.. .. JLU have a pivotal role in reaching Ten
~~"""'"""c•u<> with the gospel of Christ, TBC 

and rural church pastors agree. 
Tennessee, the majority of the 

churches in the state are in 
areas, observed. Steve Holt, TBC 

~Jnistry strategist. 
Holt estimated that of the approxi

mately 3;000 TBC churches and mis-
3ions, at least two-thirds would be con-
3idere<!_ r.;ural congregations. 

Statrstics show tnat 73 percent of all 
~hurches in Tennessee (rural, urban, 
md suburban) have an average Sunday 
3chool attendance of less than 100 peo

' he continued. 
Holt noted that in the past rural 

CJl\Jll'cru:s have been "the backbone of 
convention" and they must continue 

play a major role in the denomina
:~on. Stnall rural churches are essential 

The rural church also provides 
insight into what it really 
means to be a commu
nity of faith, Porch 
con~inued. 

Porch also not
ed rural churches 
understand their 
legacy. 

. "In the rural 
church, several 
generations have 
passed the gospel 
on to the next gen
eration. They see 
that as . one of 
their primary callings," he said. 

And, finally, Porch noted, rural 
churches have more than just a knowl
edge of the Cooperative Program. "They 
understand that the Cooperative Pro
gram, together with prayer, is the life
line of missions," he said. · 

Holt has presided over several rural 
church affinity team meetings at the 
Baptist Center here in recent months. 

The rural church affinity team was 
the brainchild of Porch and Michael 

Waddey, a member of the Executive 
Board who serves as pastor of Cottage 
Grove Baptist Church, Cottage Grove. 

The affinity team seeks to encourage 
and support rural ministry. 

Waddey is convinced that rural 
churches have a ministry to cele

brate now in addition to 
what they have done in 

the past and what 
they will do in the 

future. "Things 
are happening 
now in our rural 
churches," he said. 

Rural church 
ministry is vital to 
the kingdom of 
God, agreed James 
Parham, pastor of 
New Hope Baptist 
Church, Bon 

Aqua, and 3 member of the affinity team. 
"God providentially places churches 

where they are for a purpose- to min
ister to people in those communities 
and to spread the gospel," added .Lester 
Morelock, pastor of New Victory Baptist 
Church, Jonesborough, and an affinity 
team member. 

Holt and others agree that rural liv
ing is becoming more diverse in this 
century. "We used to think of rural 
people as having the same mindset. 

That is not true anymore." 
Waddey concurred. People in the 

rural church are not necessarily "tied to 
the dirt" any more. He noted that his 
congregation includes people who travel 
to cities such as Nashville to work dur
ing the week and return to their rural 
homes for the weekend. 

Technology has made the world 
smaller, Morelock agreed. 

That means the rural church must 
stay focused on its mission. 

"We've got to be the place people can 
find that real relationship with Jesus 
Christ," Morelock observed. 

Rural ministry also will be highlight
ed during the annual meeting of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, slated 
for Nov. 11-12 at First Baptist Church, 
Hendersonville. 

Holt noted the rural church affinity 
team desires to engage, encourage, and 
equip those serving in a rural setting. 

"We want to build relationships 
(engage) with rural ministers and show 
that we care about them and want to 
help them with their ministry," Holt 
said. 

"We also want to be encouragers as 
they try to reach the people in their 
communities," Holt continued. 

And, eventually, be ~dded, we want 
to be able to equip them to be more 
effective in their ministry. 0 

attleH youth minister stars in drama about saving marriage 
Note: In a column by his role as Mike Seaver in the But when the director and In the movie, Dervan's char-

o wavrle Hastings in the B&R last TV series "Growing Pains," and co-writer of "Fireproof," Alex acter is a single guy with some 
weE~k . the name of the movie more recently as the star of the Kendrick, told him about the goofy scenes, including ~m 
"Fireproof" was typed incorrectly trio of"Left Behind" films about newest film, it hit a personal practicing in the mirror makmg 
In the headline. We apologize for life after the biblical rapture. chord, he said. a play for a girl. 
any confusion this caused. The As Cameron watched and "Fireproof" is about Holt, a Wayne, his character in the 
following story relates to a Ten- the camera focused in, Dervan's firefighter who rescues others movie, is "lovably arrogant," he 
nessee Baptist youth minister first scene took an agonizing 30 at work but is having trouble said. . 
who had a role in the movie. takes the youth minister said. rescuing his marriage. Just as In real life, Dervan has been 

By Lindsay Melvin 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 

BARTLETT - As Stephen 
'oervan settles into his new 
position as youth minister at 
Faith Baptist Church here, he 
is also adapting to another 
title: movie star. 

In the newly released Chris
tian drama "Fireproof," he plays 
the character of Wayne Floyd, 
fire engine driver and comic 
relief to the grim marital prob
lems of lead character Caleb 
Holt, played ·by Kirk Cameron. 

"' was terrified," said Der
van, who had zero acting expe-
rience going in. 

Cameron is best known for 

The movie, filmed on a he and hls wife prepare to happily married for six years 
$500,000 budget, was released divorce, his father persuades and has two young sons. . 
last week. It was produced by him to wait 40 days and gives "We work on our mamage. 
Dervan's former church, Sher- him a book called "The Love We pray daily," he said. 
wood Baptist in Albany, Ga. Dare." Faith Baptist pastor Danny 

Using movies to spread a l.ntimately, by loving God, Sinquefield has seen "Fire-
modern message of the gospel, Caleb learns how to save his proof" twice and is selling it 
this is the church's third fea- mamage. hard to his more than 2,000-
ture film. The film was shot in the fire member congregation. 

"Fireproof" has fared well department where Dervan's "Every married couple in 
competing with bigger budget father had been a firefighter for America :"ould benefi~ :rom 
films, bringing in more than 22 years. seemg this great moVIe, he 
$7 million in the first four Growing up in a home where said. 
days in theaters, according to his father married and divorced The Monday after "Fire
BoxOfficeMojo.com. numerous times, Dervan said proof" opened, Dervan received 

With a baby face and a big he came to view divorce as the 110 e-mails with stories from 
frame, 30-year-old Dervan had easy way out, a message he now people who say they are re
turned down chances to appear tries to discourage through evaluating their own marriages 
in Sherwood Baptist's two oth- Christian marriage counseling. because of the film. 0 -
er films, "Facing The Giants" "'' knew God wanted me to Reprinted with permtssion of the 
and "Flywheel." do this," he said. Commercial Appeal. 

SIEPHEN DERVAN, youth minis
ter at Faith Bapltst Church, 
Bartlett, played Wayne Floyd in 
the recently released movie, 
•Rreprooe 
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DR work 
1ontinues in Texas 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD -Tennessee 
Baptist disaster relief recovery 
operations continued over the 
weekend in Texas while shower 
units remained open in Galve
ston and Orange, Texas, accord
ing to state disaster relief direc
tor, David Acres. 

Following Hurricane Ike, 
several Tennessee ch ain saw 
and mud-out t eams have 
responded to Texas. A second 
chain saw team from Robertson 
County Ba ptist Association, 
Springfield, made up of eight 
members, worked Oct. 5-11 in 
Hamshire, Texas. 

In addition, a 12-member 
mud-out team from First Bap
tist Church , White House, 
worked Oct . 5-11 in Vidor, 
Texas. A five-member mud-out 
team from Nolachucky Baptist 
Association, Morristown, left 
Oct. 9 for Vidor. 

Two shower units from Chil
howee Baptist Association, 
Alcoa, have been in operation 
since Oct . 2 in Orange, Texas. 

The Bradley County Baptist 
Association, Cleveland, shower/ 
laundry unit has also been in 
operation since Oct . 1 at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Galveston, Texas. 

Individuals interested in 
making donations to the 2008 
Hurricane Response fund, may 
do so online at www.
tndisasterrelief.org, or by mail
ing a check made payable to 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Relief to Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, P.O. Box 728, Brent
wood, TN 37024-0728. Please 
note "2008 Hurricane Season" 
on the memo line of the check. 0 

AFA ends boy1ott 
of M1Donald's 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - The Ameri
can Family Association an
nounced Oct . 9 an end to the 
boycott it had organized against 
McDonald's, citing the restau
r ant chain's willingness to 
"remain neutral in the culture 
war regarding homosexual mar
riage." 

"McDonald's said McDon
ald's vice president Richard 
Ellis has resigned his position 
on the board of [National Gay 
and Lesbian Chamber of Com
merce] and that his seat on the 
board will not be replaced," 
AFA founder and chairman 
Don Wildmon wrote in an e
mail alert to the pro-family 
organization's 2.4 mi11ion sup
porters. "McDonald's also said 
that the company has no plans 
to renew their membership in 
NGLCC when it expires in 
December." 

The alert went on to say that 
McDonald's sent an e-mail to its 
franchise owners, stating, "It is 
our policy to not be involved in 

• 

Retirement investing requires long·let 111 view 
By Richard Skidmore last a long time. Market Changes should be 

Riding on a roller coaster with my daugh
ter always created nervous jitters for me-. 

kept in perspective with a person's tinw 
horizon for investments. Individual risk tol· 
erance is an important part of select.iq a 
portfolio of investments as well. Take a looa 
view of your account activity. We often look 
at the last quarter instead of the last fl 
years. Historically, investments do not go up 
each quarter year after year. Meas ure how 
your investments are doing over a long peri· 
od of time. 

Going up wasn't so bad, but 
the sudden turns down were 
times I held on and waited for 
the bottom and focused on the 
platform where I could get off. 

Investing for retirement 
bas some of those· same types 
of emotions. In recent days, 
conversations with ministers 
and other church staff mem
bers have focused on nervous 

When changes in investments are going to 
be made, it is often wise to make thoee 

SKIDMORE changes incrementally in small percentage~ 

reactions to news events and fluctuations in 
the stock market. Perhaps some of the same 
responses would serve us well. 

of your account. This allows for dollar coat 
averaging and also causes you to focus on the 
decision to make changes over a period of 
time rather than making a large one-time 
decision. 0 - Skidmore is a financial support 
specialist for the Executive Board Ministries of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

Take a long-term view. Focus on your 
long-term goals. Retirement planning 
involves investments that are supposed to 

political and social issues. 
McDonald's remains neutral on 
same sex marriage or any 
'homosexual agenda' as defined 
by the American Family Associ
ation." 

'We appreciate the decision 
by McDonald's to no longer sup
port political activity by homo
sexual activist organizations. 
You might want to thank your 
local McDonald's manager," 
Wildmon ~ote. 

AFA launched the boycott 
July 3 aft.er Jack Daly, a 
McDonald's senior vice presi
dent, confirmed that the chain 
gave $20,000 to the chamber of 
commerce and that Ellis, an 
open homosexual , personally 
approved the contribution. 
Talks between AFA and 
McDonald's had been unsu<;;
cessful, so AFA urged its sup-.. 
porters not to give McDonald's 
their business. 0 

Conn. Supreme 
Court legalizes 
'gay marriage' 
Baptist Press 

HARTFORD, Conn. - Con
necticut became the third state 
in the nation to legalize "gay 
marriage" Oct. 10 when its 
Supreme Court issued a much
anticipated ruling declaring 
that homosexual couples are 
gu~anteed the right to "marry" 
under the state constitution. 

The 4-3 decision follows a 
similar one by the California 
Supreme Court in May and a 
landmark ruling by the Massa
chusetts high court in 2003. All 
three rulings involved one-vote 
margms. 

The Connecticut court over
ruled a lower court decision 
that had upheld the state's 
marriage laws. 

Conservatives in Connecti
cut have few options, although 
their best one will appear on 
the Nov. 4 ballot, when voters 
will be asked whether a consti
tutional convention should be 
called. The state constitution 

requires the question to appear 
on the ballot every 20 years. 

"Connecticut voters will 
have one opportunity on Nov. 4 
to reassert their right to self 
government. We must vote yes," 
Peter Wolfgang, executive direc
tor of the Family Institute of 
Connecticut, was quoted as say
ing in the Hartford Coura'}.t . 

But that may be the only 
option. Unlike California -
which will vote a marriage 
amendment Nov. 4 - Connecti
cut does not have a law allow
ing voters to gather signatures 
to place a constitutional amend
ment on the ballot. Other than 
the once-every-two-decades 
option, any amendment must 
be initiated by the left-leaning 
legislature, which has been cold 
to the idea. 0 

IIAMB 1ommissions 
JOB for servile 

Baptist Press 

NEW ORLEANS - Declar
ing "you have been sent by the 
Father," North American Mis
sion Board President Geoff 
Hammond and other NAMB 
leaders commissioned lOS" mis
sionaries and chaplains to the 
North American mission field 
during a celebration service at 
First Baptist Church here. 

In 1845, Southern Baptists 
created- the Domestic Mission 
Board in large part to reach and 
minister to people in the city of 
New Orleans - at the time, the 
largest city in the South. "We 
were the city singled out in 
1845 because we were so spe
cial," said David Crosby, senior 
pastor of FBC New Orleans. 

In this city where 2005's 
Hurricane Katrina still hovers 
as a prominent backdrop to so 
many things, Crosby thanked 
NAMB and Southern Baptists 
for the many ministry efforts 
that have focused on the city in 
the last three years. 

"New Orleans is still a JD.is.
sion field," he said during the 
Oct. 6 service. 

In his commissioning me&-

sage, Hammond told the mis
sionaries, 'We are celebrating 
your calling tonight , but we also 
want to confirm that you have 
been sent by the Father." 0 

Montana Baptists 
wel1ome new 
leader at meeting 
Baptist Press 

KALISPELL, Mont. - A new 
executive director, new strategy, 
and newly revived newspaper 
were key highlights of t he Moo· 
tana Southern Baptis t Conven· 
tion's Oct. 1-2 annual meeting 
at Easthaven Baptist Church 
here. 

'We are very~lad to host the 
convention and excited to wei· 
come our new executive direc
tor, Fred Hewett, to our family,• 
said Daniel Lambert, pastor at 
Easthaven, where about 600 
people attend Sunday morning 
services, making it one of the 
two largest churches among 130 
in the convention. 

Hewett, who was called to 
lead Montana Baptists in Feb
ruary, previously was a regional 
consultant with the North 
American Mission Board. 

"Making Disciples" was the 
theme and Matthew 28:19-20 
the scriptural admonition for 
MTSBC sessions at tended by 
135 registered messengers, plua 
guests. Despite the distance -
it's a two-day drive from Alzada 
in the southeast to Kal.)spell iD 
the northwest, for example -
the annua l meeting included 
messengers from each of the ais 
.a&aociations in Montana. 

Peripheral activities includ· 
ed a daylong pastors' confer
ence before the annual meetinl 
and a pastors' wives luncbeoD 
hosted by ladies of the Uaa 
Baptiat Church, Nashville, 
worship choir which performed 
throughout the convention. 
Una was there aa part of the 
Tenne••ee Bapti.t Convea
tion'• partnership with MOD
una Baptists. 0 
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:stale cOllege students challenged to live · missional lifestyle 
By Stacy Murphree " 
f3aptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD 
More than 250 Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM) students were 
challenged to live mis
sionally during the Col-
legiate Fall FOCUS 
event held Sept. 26-27 
at Grace Community 
Church here. 

Helti annually in the 
fall, FOCUS exists to 
prepare and encourage 
college students in 
evangelism and mis
sions through large
group worship opportu
nities, small group 
experiences, and learn-

PAT HOOD, left, pastor of First Baptist Church, Smyrna, 
was the keynote speaker for the Collegiate Fall FOCUS 
held Sept. 26-27 in Brentwood. - Photo by Jim Alexander 

ing about missions and 
ministry opportunities. 

"Our hope with this confer
nocou'"'" is consistent- to help col

students realize the world 

dents to intentionally be 
involved in the lives of others 
locally and globally for the sake 
of the gospel. Or, more simply, to 

Version). 
"Mis

sional liv
ing is the 

DENISE ROEBUCK, left, collegiate ministry specialist at Cleveland State Community College 
and Lee University in Cleveland, and Eric Hogstrom, collegiate ministry specialist at East Ten
nessee State University, Johnson City, lead a breakout group during Fall FOCUS. - Photo 
by Bill Choate 

larger than they know, that 
~u is calling them to share 
Christ across that world, and 
that _God is faithful. I'm confi
aent they heard that message 
this weekend," said Bill Choate, 
collegiate ministries coordina-

~ 

tor foP--the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. 

Throughout the weekend 
students were challenged and 
encouraged to live a missional 
\ifestyle. This meaning to sim
ply share Christ where they are 
locally on their own campus and 
W their own community and to 
'""

0
,,.... how to go global and be on 

~~;s1o'n around the world. 
"We wanted to challenge stu-

• live missionally because God is 
missional," says Amber Vaden, 
TBC collegiate ministry special
ist at Middle Tennessee State 
University. . 

Pat Hood, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Smyrna, and 
TBC Executive Board member, 
challenged students through his 
messages as the keynote speak
er. Thomas Rose, worship pastor 
for Mosaic Church, Nashville, 
led students in times of singing 
and worship response. 

Hood remjnded students of 
Isaiah 49:6b, "I will make you as 
a light for the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end 
of 'the earth" (English Standard 

heartbeat of God. We are His 
identity on this planet, and we 
should always represent 
Christ," said Hood. 

Students were also rernjnded 
that living missionally is not 
always about traveling to 
another location to share the 
gospel. It begins with our daily 
lifestyle of sharing Christ in 
everyday ways. "We never dis
engage from our lifestyle of mis
sional living. Missions is not a 
trip. It's a lifestyle," said Hood. 

Hood also remjnded, that as 
students, one of the greatest 
places where they can have an 
impact for Christ is on their col
lege or university campus. 

~!f~)Yay. America~ #] Church BtU Dealer 
has 2009 buses in Stock! 

Biblical Solutions for Life 
A Service of I...iftw.ly Christian Stonas 

Get a 2009 model for a 2007 price 

• 15 passenger buses (no COL required) • Rental buses 
• Over 150 new & used buses in stock • Trade-ins welcome 
• Van replacement vehicles • 15 to 46 passenger buses 

15 Passengers 

• • 

., •• , It 

29-41 Passengers 30- 46 Passengers 

Monthly Specials 
Stock No. 
27267 
268202 
27310 
282202 
284307 
26493 

Year 
2007 
2002 
2007 
2002 
2007 
2008 

Make 
Ford/ Starcraft 
Ford/ ElDorado 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford / ElDorado 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford /Stare raft XL T 

capacity 
14 
15 
15 w I Rear Luggage 
26 
26 w/ Rear Luggage 
41 w 1 Removable Row 

Price 
S42,500 
S16,800 
$45,990 
$19,640 
S55,920 
S102,000 

"God has placed 
you on your cam
pus now for you to 
go into your cul
ture and be a mis
sionary. As Chris
tians, we are 
missionally living 
because we are the 
body of Christ 
whether we are· in 
class or at work," 
he said. 

Small group 
. breakout sessions 
provided students 
the opportunity to 
continue learning 
specifically how to 
be on mission with 
God everyday. 
Opportunities for 
small group learn
ing included topics 

THOMAS ROSE, left, worship pastor at Mosaic 
Church, Nashville, and Jared Lawson, lead wor
ship for the Collegiate Fall FOCUS held Sept. 
26-27 at Grace Community Church in Brent
wood. - Photo by Jim Alexander 

such as personal evangelism, 
how to know if you are called to 
mjnjstry, idea sharing on how to 
reach out to your campus, living 
the gospel at work, and ways to 
relevantly share Christ in a 
constantly changing world. 

Throughout the weekend 
students were informed about 
opportunities to use their sum
mer to live missionally both 
locally in Tennessee and global-

ly around the world. "Seek what 
God has for your life this sum
mer," challenged Laura Sewell, 
a student at Tennessee Tech in 
Cookeville and former BCM 
summer missionary to Arizona 
and Thailand. 

Each year Tennessee BCM 
sends out more than 800 stu
dents to serve in missions dur
ing fall, spring, winter, and 
summer break. 0 

Over 3,400 Copies Sold! 
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Software 

* Helps Organize your sermons 
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"Building healthy churches empowered by the presence of God." 

• !ool 8' = ¥ 

Ministry Matters 
Someone has said that God must love small churches, because He made 

so many of them . While some may argue against that kind of logic, there is no 
doubt about the fact that most churches are small churches. · 

Our Tennessee Baptist Convention is primarily composed of small churches. 
Approximately 2,200 of our 3,000 TBC churches have less than 100 people in 

Sunday School on Sunday morning, and most of those churches are rural churches. 

0 Each one of those churches matter to our H eavenly-Father, and all of them have the 
pote!ltial to make an impact on their community and the world for Ch rist. 

Our tendency toward "bigger being better" has led some to feel that small churches 
can't minister to the needs of their church members as effectively as a larger church can. But 

in reality most rural ch urches are very effective in creating a sense of community and a healthy 
environment where both young and old can be nurtured in their faith. 

One of the things I appreciate about the rural churches is the way they care for their 
members. Whenever there is a death or sickness, the whole church mobilizes for action. 

In my first pastorate, when there was a death in the church, the hurting family would 
experience love and caring from their entire church family. Food would arrive in abundance, 
and most all the congregation would be at the funeral home to show their love and support. 

The message the church expressed so beautifully to those who were grieving was, "You are 
family and when you hurt, we are here for you." 

That same spirit impacted our outreach efforts as well. While we prayed fo r all the "lose;' 

we also had specific names and faces we were lifting up to God. Those faces were the husbands, 
children , parents, relatives, neighbors, and friends of our church family. We knew them 
personally and rejoiced with them every time they came to church for some special event or 
program. We visited with them in their homes, invited them to church, and shared our faith 

with them. We wept with their loved ones over their lostness and rejoiced with them when 
they were saved. In that respect, the evangelistic efforts of a rural church can truly represent 
"personal" evangelism. 

The impact of rural churches on Baptist life in Tennessee is immeasurable. From the time 

of the pioneers, Baptists have made their presence known all across our great state through the 
ministry of congregations, who though small in number, allowed their passion for Christ to lead 
them, beyond their limitations toward God's preferable future of harvest and kingdom advance. 
-Steve Holt 

Rural Church Affinity Team 
Regional Representatives and Convention Contacts 

Michael Waddey, West Tennessee .. . ........................ . .. .. ..... wadd6@iuno.com 
' James Parham, Middle Tennessee .................... . .. . .. . ...... . .. gospel@pngusa.net 

Mike Winters, Southeast Tennessee ....... . .... .. ..... . ...... preachermike@comcast.net 
Lester Morelock, Northeast Tennessee ......... . . .. .. . .......... pastormorelock@aol.com 

James Porch , TBC executive director ... . .. . .. . .. . ....................... (615) 371-2090 

jporch@tnbaptist.org 
Steve Holt, TBC ministry strategist . .............................. . .. .. . (615) 371-2019 

sholt@tnbaptist.org 
Ray Gilder, TBC bivocational specialist .............................. . .. (61 5) 371-7907 

rgilder@tnbaptist.org 

&£ 
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The Birth of a Good Idea: 
Rural Church Affinity Tea1n 
By Michael Waddey 

How ~d the Rural Church Affinity Team come into being? I picked up 

my phone and called the Tennessee Baptist Convention to complain about 

what I perceived to be a lack of rural resources. The Rural C hurch Affinity 

Team started as a gripe session. 

Steve Holt, TBC ministry strategist, was the recipient of my thoughts on 

that particular day. I was just frustrated with things that are particular to rural 

ministry. -

Holt listened as I unwound my tight-knit ball of anxiety and frustration 

directly into his ear. We both agreed that rural churches and their pastors 

needed encouragement. We both agreed that the two of us could not get 

that done alone so we invited James Porch , TBC executive director, into the 

conversation. 

It was at this point that I began to see that the leaders at the TBC were 

going to give this effort more than lip service. I discovered that Porch was 

concerned about rural churches and wanted to help. 

With Porch on board we did what any group of two or more Baptists 

usually <f-<1, we set a meeting date. It was at this meeting that we began to see 

beyond the frustration level of many rural pastors and churches. We began to 

see the beautiful and exciting ministry that rural churches represent. We began 

to see the vast mission field that rural churches serve. 

We began to understand that the heritage found in our rural churches is 

the story of Tennessee Baptists. We are a convention of rural churches. I think 

it was at this meeting that I truly began to realize that the health and vital ity of 

these churches should be a priority for Tennessee Baptists. 

With a healthy dose of reality, we aecided to expand the table to include 

rural leaders from across the state. The conversation about the rural church in 

Tennessee expanded from two to three, to eight, and to eventually 25 people. 

During the course of those meetings, I heard the most honest and revealing 

conversation about the role of rural churches in their communities, their 

associations, and their convention. 

Some of it was humorous. Some of it was sad. Some of it was hard to hear, 

but all ofit was refreshing and challenging. We knew that we had work to do so 
' 

we decided to elect four people to be point-men for our team across the state to 

continue the conversation among their peers. These four men are responsible 

for listening to rural church leaders as we formulate and hone our direction. 

Today, the Rural Church Affinity team has hammered out our reason for 

being and is trying to implement a three-part plan. We alliterated this plan so 

that most of our pastors could understand it. 

Our desire is to engage, encourage, and equip rural churchc and pastor . 

At this point we are simply doing a lot of engaging. We arc doing a lot of 

connecting and talking. 

. To join in this conversation, con tact Holt at (615) 371-2019 or e-mail him 

at sholr@mbaptist.org. 

(Waddey is pastor of Cottage Grove Baptist Church, Cottage Grove.) 
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What Are the Blessings of 
Being a Rural Church Pastor? . . 
ByM~WinteR 

I have been blessed over the past 14 years to be a rural church pastor. When I 

Nas invited to preach to the Eureka Baptist Church, Rockwood, on a Wednesday 

!Vening, I was asked that evening if I would be their pastor. 

At that time I was ~xperiencing one of those spiritual valleys and immediately 

:urned down the opportunity. After saying no to becoming the interim pastor, I 

wally agreed to fill the pulpit until the church found someone to lead their flock. 

Several weeks later, the deacons had a meeting and asked me to join them. 

1\11 kinds of thoughts were going through my mind which included, "have I done 

;omething wrong?" 
' R.C. Ladd, the deacon chairman, said, "Preacher, we are going to present your 

1ame to be the pastor of our church. We would love for you to be in agreement 

iVith us, but whether you are or not, we are going to present your name to be our 

" >astor. 
The next week the church voted unanimously to call me to be their pastor. It 

iVas encouraging to think that someone cared for me and wanted me to minister 

:o a congregation that had also hit a very low point in their history. It was a match 

nade in heaven and has been the highlight of my life. 

What are some of the blessings of being a rural church pastpr? First, the 

;ongregation did more ministry to me, than I was able to do for them during the 

·arly years. It was necessary for me to work a secular job to earn some additional 

come to support my family. During those first few years it was difficult to reach 

ut with an intense ministry to the Lord's people. It is a blessing when a rural church 
1eaches out in tangible forms of ministry to their pastor. 

Second, it is refreshing to watch the deacons help with the ministry needs of 

he church. Many times they have taken care of hospital ministry-visits while their 

>astor~a;s-working to earn part ofhis family's income. 

These great men have continued to serve Eureka Baptist congregation over 

hese past 14 years. The older deacons have also been wonderful examples to the 

·ounger men whom we have ordained through the years. Serving in a rural church 

vith some wonderful deacons is a blessing. 
Third, the longer a pastor stays in a rural church, then the closer he gets to the 

eople. The one thing that I have experienced in a long term pastorate is feeling the 

iin of the people whom I serve. 
My heart has been broken many times through the sickness and death of a 

ember of our church family. You literally become a part of the lives of God's 

>eople in times of sickness and death. It is a blessing ofbeing a small part of helping 

>eople deal with grief and pain. 
Finally, the children and youth in a rural church are very special. They always 

1ave hugs, high fives, and encouraging words for pastor. It is a great blessing being 

rural church pastor to God's children and youth. 
Being a rural church pastor is not always easy, but it is always filled with 

>lessings. 
(Winters is pastor of Eureka Baptist Church, Rockwood.) 

Rural Church Introspective 
By James Porch 

"At Calvary," the song proclaims the gospel. 
_At Calvary Baptist C hurch, Route 4, Calvary, eight-party line parsonage 

telephone Calvary, 119-feet deep well Calvary, 13-inches sanctuary wall out of 
plumb Calvary was the Calvary Baptist that the Father allowed me to serve at for 
six years. But most of all vivid remembrances of necessary lessons, I mastered from 
some of God's most gracious and patient people at Calvary. 

At Calvary through the Seasons- Initially long on energy and short on smarts, 
I perceived needs for change. Awakening through resistance, I learned to package 
my new ideas in-more receptive words. Rural folk, especially rural farming folk, 
abiding and laboring through spring, summer, fall, and winter took a greater liking 
to seasons of emphasis, much easier than my proclaimed year of changes. 

At Calvary in Transition - I got their message both subtle and specific, and 
quickly. My pulpit message should not provide a forum to showcase my education. 
They taught me the blessing of blended preaching, decades prior to the novelty of 
blended worship. Take a text, talk out of your heart, and tum the message loose to 

the Lord. 
At Calvary through Wholeness - During my last 18 months at the church, 

recently liberated from seminary, I met my back side of the desert. Struggling, 
wondering about future ministry, awaiting a chosen child, moving through a 
sudden and unexpected examination ofbeliefs and life realities as never before or 
since, they kept faith wi~ me. They knew my frustration. No, they understood 

my travail. 
Rural Baptist church folk hold and use a native savvy, a previous life insight, 

born of hard work and getting through tough times. By the way they will share the 
simple culture of their savvy with their pastor, provided he realizes that he needs it. 

, · Coming Up! Coming Up! Coming Up! 
Oct. 21 .......•.....•... TEN X TEN in Tennessee Banquet, 

Hamilton County Baptist Association, Chattanooga 
Oct. 23 ...... Minister of Music Roundtables - East Tennessee, 

Sevier Heights Baptist Church, Knoxville 
Oct. 23-24 .......... ... ......... Youth Ministry University, 

Baptist Center, Brentwood 
Oct. 24-26 .......... RA (Royal Ambassadors) Camp-O-Ree, 

. Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden 

Oct. 2 5 ............ .. ........... Church Library Fall Clinic, 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova 

Oct. 26 .. TEN X TEN in Tennessee Cooperative Program Day, 
Hamilton County Baptist Association, Chattanooga 

Oct. 27-2 9 ............• R'1ll ED~unter Outceach ,. Tullahoma 
Oct. 28 • • . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Cllutch hnting - Me?, 

Hampton Inn and 

Nov. 5-7 ...........•.....•.....•.. West 

A Stewardship and Cooperative Program Ca1npaign 

-
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NAMB sells 
building, era ends 
Baptist Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas -The 
North American Mission Board 
has sold its broadcast building 
here, closing a chapter on South
ern Baptist involvement in 
broadcast media. 

The FamilyNet (previously 
known as the Radio and Televi
sion Commission, or RTVC) 
building was purchased in the 
early 1960s after the then -
Southern Baptist Radio Com
mission moved from Atlanta to 
the Texas locale in 1955. 

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
reported on Aug. 30 that NAMB 
had sold the facility along the 
city's West Freeway to Chesa
peake Energy Co. A NAMB 
spokesman said its records 
showed the sale being to Fort 
Worth Land, LLC. 

NAMB listed the building at 
$3 million. Details of the sale 
were not available from NAMB 
due to standard confidentiality 
agreements between the mission 
board and the purchaser. The · 
property had been on the market 
since November 2007. 

NAMB media representative 
Mike Ebert said the proceeds 
from the sale will go into the 
board's gener al budget fund. 
NAMB, like other SBC entities, 
is facing the possibility of a 
financial shortfall; SBC Cooper
ative Program receipts slipped 
0.65 per cent during the past 
year and, in NAMB's case, its 
2008 Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering also is trending at a 3 
percent decline. 

For Rent -
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 

Beautiful Gulf Front 2 bedroom 
condominium on Okaloosa Is
land. Lots of amenities and 
planned activity for Fall and Win
ter. Special rates by owner. Con
tact Lucy at (770) 831-3651 ore
mail SGLucy @wmconnect.com. 

The Arkansas Baptist 
Home for Children 

is seeking houseparents. 
Contact Randy Luper, cam

pus director, 870.367.5358 or 
E-mail: Iuper@ abchomes.org 

www.abchomes.org 
ABCHomes is an agency of the 
AR Baptist State Convention. 
ABCHomes is compliant with 
Section 504 of the Rehab Act of 
1973. 

Fall Fund Raiser 
No risk, easy to do, 

good returns. 
We grow premium Fraser Fir 
Christmas trees and sell them 
wholesale to churches as a 
fund raiser. All trees are pre
sold, so there are no unsold 
trees. We assist the church in 
marketing to members, friends 
and family. No tree lot is need
ed. 100 trees will net $2,400 at 
most locations. Teleios Trees, 
Bob Barinowski (828) 898-
9491, fax 9493. 

Southern Baptists most likely 
will remember the RTVC as the 
producer of such popular pro
gramming as "JOT,,. a children's 
animated series. In 1989 RTVC 
earned an Em.my Award for its 
documentary "China: Walls and 
Bridges." 

As competition grew stronger 
in the mid-1980s with the 
advent of cable television, the 
commission developed the Amer
ican Christian Television System 
(ACTS) to increase market 
share. But soaring programming 
costs eventually forced the 
RTVC to merge that network 
with another entity. SBC partici
pation ended in 2003. 

The RTVC's greatest funding 
challenge was that it was fully 
dependent on denominational 
funding while other faith-based 
networks, such as Jim and 
Tammy Faye Bakker's PTL and 

Myrtle Beach 
Ocean Front 

Corner condo, smoke-free, 
pool view and lazy river. 

Cell phone: (843) 602-0466 
Home phone: (843) 248-4561 

The Lighthouse 
Christian Beach Retreat 
And Conference Center 

Orange Beach, Alabama. 
Directly on the Gulf of Mexico. 
Ideal for church beach retreats. 

From 10 to 84 people. $30 per night 
per person donation. A ministry of 

Romar Beach Baptist Church 
(251) 971-8400 or (251) 981-8959 

Vje Help You Lead 
Vou_r Church 

Capital Stewardship 
Campaign 

· • Simple Plan 
• Spiritual Process 

• Materials Provided 
• Proven Successful 

Master Resources - Murfreesboro 

Contact mripjh@aol.com 

· Super Low Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $9.70 $11.84 
35 $9.70 $11.84 
45 $14.11 $20.65 
55 $26.92 $46.28 
65 $69.51 $131.45 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 10 years. Written by an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above. Please call for other 
ages and Female rates. 

Affordable Beachfvont 
& Beachsicle 

Vacation Condos 
Gulf Shores& 

O;ange Beach, Alabaiiaa 

Bast Value on the Beacht 
* Lowest Prlcesl * 

Over 50 Top Quality coodoel 
• Your aatlafllctlon le our Top 

Prtorlty • Owned & O;erated 1Jr 
Chrlatlan fllmlty Since 19181 

(205) 55&-0368 or (205) 752-1231 

Pat Robert.son•s CBN, relied 
heavily on on-air pleas for cash 
from donors. It eventually 
became apparent that, regard
less of its good intentions, its 
business model as a ministry of 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion prevented it from competing 
for funding in the same manner 
as its competitors. 

In 1991, in another attempt 
to compete in the cable market, 

the RTVC purchased FamilyNet 
from prominent Vuginia pastor 
Jerry Falwell. 

Six years later, in 1997. the 
RTVC was merged with the 
SBC's then-Brotherhood Com
mission, based in Memphis. and 
Home .Mission Board, based in 
Alpharetta, Ga., to form NM.ffi. 
The new entity was created as 
part of the SBC's Covenant for a 
New Century restructuring m 

uvut- ile cruise 
From a Christian View 

25 wonderful packages- year-round 

Excellent value for groups and individuals 

www.pilgrimtours.com 800 322 0788 
Pilgrim Tours, P 0 Box 268, Morgantown, PA 19543 

"Christian Fellowsh Tours Since 1987" 

Mississippi Baptist Minister to Host 

-• 

• 
ru1se 

And Pacific Northwest Vacation 

15-Days; Departs July 2, 2009 from $2211 * 
"/liked this trip so much ... we're going back/" 

On July 2, 2009, join your Spiritual Director, Baptist Minister Rev. J. 
Barry Worrell on this 15-day vacation including a 7-day deluxe Alaska 
Cruise with Holland America Line and a 7 -day Pacific Northwest 
vacation with Your Man Tours. Devotions will be made available for 
those in the group who wish to participate. This will be Rev. Worrell's 
second time hosting this YMT Baptist vacation package. The first 
was on this same Alaska Cruise and Pacific Northwest trip that 
departed June 12, 2005. For 22 years, Rev. Worrell has served as 
Minister of Music and Senior Adults at Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Grenada, Mississippi. Your group will fly into Salt Lake City for a day 
with a city tour (including the Mormon T abemacle, Beehive House 
and Great Salt Lake). Next your group will take a five day scenic 
drive to Vancouver by way of Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Grand Teton 
National Park; West Yellowstone & Yellowstone National Park (two 
days); Butte, Montana; Lake Coeur d'Alene; Spokane, Washington; 
and Penticton, BC before boarding your five-star ship, HAL's ms 
Vo/endam in Vancouver. Enjoy the 5-star Signature of Excellence 
Holland America Line is famous for! And take advantage of Baptist 
devotions for your group aboard ship! Travel through a wondrous 
maze of forested-island and glacier -carved fiords. past charming 
coastal villages, migrating whales and calving glaciers to Juneau. 
Skagway, Glacier Bay National Park. and Ketchikan while sailing 
Alaska's Inside Passage. End your tour with one night in Seattle, 
Washington (with city tour) before flying home July 16, 2009. -F'rice 
per person, double occupancy; includes port charges, government 
fees, taxes and services; Alaska visitor's tax; ship fuel surcharge, the 
seven-day deluxe Alaska cruise, seven nights hotels, baggage 
handling and lots of motor coach sightseeing throughout the Pacific 
Northwest Add $700 airfare from Chattanooga, Nashville, Memphis, 
TN; Knoxville, KY; or Huntsville, AL 

For Information. Reservations. Brochure 
& letter from Rev. Wonell Call 7 Om a Week: 

YMT Vacations 

1-800-736-7300 

an attempt to lower operatiQc 
costs and el't'ate gre t r efficieo
c:y in resource ll!! wcll pef'800. 
nel. While the Brotherhood Com
mission wn C'Ompl t \)· 
nb...~rbed into th new ~~. 
the RTVC continued to operate 
as sub"idmry of NAMB, sam 
times infonnnlly refcm."d to 
.. NAMB West." 0 

[" tf:J.A~IiiEtf) 
MINISTRY - PASTOR 

First Baptist Church, Loretto, 
Tenn., is seeking resumes for 
senior pastor. Please send 
resume to the attentton of Chris 
Fleming, Pastor Search Com
mittee, P. 0. Box 28, Loretto, TN 
38469. 

.:.~+~ 

First Baptist Church of Rogers
ville, Tenn., is accepting resumes 
for a full-time pastor. Send 
resume to Search Committee, 
P. 0 . Box 267, Rogersville, TN 
37857. 

First Baptist Church, a member 
of the Shiloh Baptist Association, 
located in downtown Savannah, 
Hardin County, Tenn., is accept
ing applications for a full-time 
pastor. We are prayerfully seek
ing the man God has begun to 
grow for this position. Exper
ience is preferred, as well as for
mal education at a Southern 
Baptist University and/or semi
nary. If possible, please send a 
CD or DVD of your sermon along 
with a resume, to First Baptist 
Church, Pastor Search Com· 
mittee, 145 Main Street, Savan
nah, TN 38372. You may send 

1 

your resume by e-mail to 
fbc_media@ hotmail.com 

.:· •!• ; .:. 
Unicoi Baptist Church in Unicoi, 
Tenn., is seeking a bivocational 
pastor to serve in our communi
ty. Please send resume to Wal
ter Burkett, 5001 Unicoi Dr., Uni
coi, TN 37692. 

•) •) .:· '.• 
Seeking a pastor that believes in 
the inerrancy of the Bible and 
has proven skills in preaching, 
teaching, visitation, counseling, 
visioning, soul-winning, disciple
ship, and administration. Our 
pastor recently retired after faith- . 
fully serving our church for over 
35 years. We are a conservative 
and progressive church with a 
bright future for ministry and 
growth. Our area is growing rap
idly. We have six ministers and 
numerous outreach programs 
and specialized ministries, 
including a large deaf mtnistry. 
We are a misston-minded 
dlurch, supportive of our local 
association, the Baptist state 
convention, and the sac. Send 
resume to the Pastor Search 
Committee, Parkwood Baptiat 
Church, 1 069 Central Drive, Con
cord, NC 28027 or contact the 
chairperson, Donna Jennings, 
(704) 784-5935 or donnaljO· 
carolina.rr.com. For general in
formation about the church see~ 
website: 
com. 

p 
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~p weaves churches together 
By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

This issue of the Baptist and Reflector has a distinct 
rural church flavor. Rural churches comprise the majori
ty of churches in Tenne.ssee. 

Though most rural churches are perceived as small 
and maybe even insignificant by some, that certainly is 
ot true. Rural churches are not necessarily small. There 
re many rural churches in our state which have large 

memberships. 
And even for those churches that run 30 or fewer in 

Sunday School or worship each week, what they do is just 
:.s important as churches that have 1,000 or more in 
:tttendance each week. There is no "insignificant" church 
If it is doing what God wants it to do. 

It is not the numbers that ultimately matter. What 
really matters is if the church is fulfilling its God-called 
nission. Some churches will never have large numbers 
;imply because of where they are located. The question 
;hat must be asked is, "Is that small 
!hurch reaching the people who are 
;here are they making a difference in 
;hose lives?" 

I grew up in a small rural church in 
8m:tth Carolina and I would take noth

for that experience. I was taught 
Bible was true and that the only 

ay to heaven was to repent of your 
';ins and ask Jesus Christ for forgiveness WILKEY 
md alJow Him to come into your heart. I 
f/as also t.aught what it meant to be a Baptist and it was 
tt Lima Baptist Church where I learned about the Coop
lrative-Program. 
Let'~·aot forget, however, that all churches, from the 

argest to the smallest, are important and have their role 
n God's kingdom. With such variety, how can churches of 
ill sizes work together? The answer is simple. 

The Cooperative Program is the thread that weaves all 
)outhern Baptist churches together - whether it be a 
1mall rural church, a county seat town church, or a mega
:hurch. The Cooperative Program allows every church in 
)ur convention to be involved in sending out thousands of 
dissioriaries to help win our state, nation, and world for 

:~hlris:t. Even the largest church cannot do by itself what 
churches can do together through the Cooperative 

October is CP month. Highlight in your church the 
ralue of CP. Together, all churches - large or small, 
rrban or rural - can make a difference. 0 

MINISTRY - EDUCATION 
remple Baptist Church of White House is accepting resumes 
br a part-time minister of education. Experience in adminis
,ration and education are required. Send resume to Temple 
3aptist Church, 117 Marlin Rd, White House, TN 37188 or 
~-mail to info@templetoday.com. 

MINISTRY - COMBINATION 
\Jolensville First Baptist Church, Nolensville, Tenn., is seek
ng a Bible-believing, teaching, and preaching minister to 
Nork with youth and children fo11 a small church in a fast 
~rowing community. This position is part-time joining three 
lther part-time ministers. Resumes are to be sent to 
\Jolensville First Baptist Church, Attn: Search Committee, 
~ 0 . Box 635, Nolensville, TN 37135. 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
=irst Baptist Sevierville is looking for a full-time youth min
stry assistant with middle school emphasis. Please send 
-esumes to hofscott@fbcsev.org attention Scott Carter or 
:all (865) 453~9001 for further information. 

++++ 
Nest Tenn. SBC seeking bivo youth minister. Rural area with 
~reat growth potential. Currently at 188 membership. www.

. Please send resume to Middlefork Road Baptist 
3955 Middlefork Road, Luray, TN 38352, Attn: Youth 

MINISTRY- POSITlONS 
~~~cia1te Pastor & Students/Recreation, full-time. Contact 

Ronnie Wilburn, Meridian Baptist Church, 161 Harts 
IBridr Road, Jackson, TN 38301, (731) 427-4953. 

All Christians struggle with sin 
By Ray Newcomb man (vv. 12-13). Our nature and 

Focal Passage: Romans 7:9-25 
The law and the sinful man 

(vv. 7-13). The sinful man feels he 
is alive under the law, but when he 
gains knowledge of the law he 
knows he is dead. Paul made a 
humiliating discovery, being a 
proud Pharisee, that his very 
nature was sinful and unable to 
obey the law of God. 

The law revealed sinful nature 
(v. 7). When we study the law the 
very thing it condemns appears in 
our life. The greatest function ofthe 
Mosaic Law was to expose sin. We 
try to cover sin, excuse it, and cam
ouflage it. Paul says, "I had not 
known sin but by the law; for I had 
not known lust, except the law had 
said, thou shalt not covet." 

The law revived Paul's sinful 
nature. Before the law there was 
freedom from a convicting con
science. Man had a false peace 
brought about by ignorance of his 
separation from God. In verse 9 Paul 
said, "... but when the command
ment came, sin revived and I died." 

The law reminded Paul of the 
seriousness of sin (vv. 10-11). When 
the commandment was given he 
saw he was deceived and shamed 
by it. The law pointed to the pun
ishment that would come. 

The law showed the sinfulness of 

attitude shows man to be unholy Sunday School Lesson 
and not good. The Old and New Tes- Bible Studies for Life 
taments give in many words to . 
show man his wrong and sinfulness. Oct. J 9 

Words such as wickedness, evil, 
ungodliness, disobedience, trans
gression, iniquity, and faults are 
given over and over for man to see 
his sinfulness. Paul made a great 
discovery that a spiritual man is 
delivered from the law arid a sinful 
man is doomed by the law. 

The law and the spiritual 
man (vv. 14-25). When a man is 
delivered from his sinfulness he 
soon sees that he has two natures 
(vv. 14-18). The nature ofselfis car
nal and the nature of the spirit is 
of God. A person who is saved by 
the power of the spirit still is in 
bondage of the flesh . A believer's 
old nature is carnal and wicked 
and in opposition to the s pirit. The 
believer has the ability to sin, but 
he now has an appetite for holi
ness. The sin power is still in him, 
but his desire has been changed. 

The carnal nature and the spir
itual nature are in conflict with 
each other (vv. 21-22). After becom
ing a believer we must agree with 
God that we are dead to sin and 
surrender to the indwelling spirit 
to strengthen us. 

Man is not expected to obey God 
in his own strength. The Holy Spir-

it enables us to fu lfill the demands 
of God's holiness. 

Paul gives us two laws that war 
against us; the law of the mind and 
the law of the members of the body. 

The mind is one battleground 
which believers have a daily strug
gle. The mind must give the confes
sion, "with the mind I myself serve 
the law of God" (v. 25). Paul's inner 
man delights in God's laws. 

The members of the believer's 
body are bombarded by sin. The 
eyes lust, the tongue wags in gos
sip, and the ears hear things that 
are impure and not right. What a 
great statement given by Paul in 
verse 25; "I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord so that with 
the mind I myself serve the law of 
God; but with the flesh the law of 
sin." Man's escape from the flesh is 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Sin 
was defeated on the cross and 
believers can rejoice in the victory 
of sin· th at is in Jesus Christ. 
Believers, through the power of the 
Spirit, enjoy the blessing of liberty 
and can give God the glory for a 
holy life. 0 - Newcomb is pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Millington. 

Cultivate godly friendships 
By Brad Shockley Goliath, Jonathan's " .. . soul was 

Focal Passage: I Samuel18:1-
4; 19:4-7; 20:8, 12-13; 23:16-18 

My three young daughters and 
I loved watching the old PBS 
series Anne of Green Gables. In 
that series, Anne- a red-headed, 
fei~ty, and overly dramatic 
orphan girl - grieved over her 
inability to find a "bosom friend." 
To her, that was someone you 
shared an intimate, rare bond 
with. Such a friendship tran
scended fickleness and lasted for
ever. David Jeremiah calls this "a 
committed friend, [one] who loves 
you enough to help you grow. A 
committed friend is willing to 
confront you in love ·over a blind 
spot in your life" (David Jeremi
ah, Overcoming Loneliness: Study 
Guide, Nashville, Tenn.: Thomas 
Nelson Publishers, 1997, 102). 

I have a bosom friend. His 
name is Randall. Our moms were 
best friends, and they say our 
alliance began as babies when we 
were bathed together in an old 
metal washtub. We spent so much 
time with one another as boys 
and then young men, most folks 
in town thought us brothers. 
We've lost touch over the years. 
But I know I could show up at his 
doorstep right now, and we'd hug 
and reminisce as if our friendship 
was as strong as ever. There's just 
something special about our rela
tionship. 

In Scripture, two young men 
were "bosom" buddies. The Bible 
says that upon David's win over 

knit to the soul of David, and 
Jonathan loved him as himself" (I 
Samuel 18:1). The word "knit" in 
Hebrew literally means to tie or 
bind. The word picture here is 
beautiful. Their two souls were 
bound together so inextricably, 
they were almost one per son. 

This lesson reminds me of 
J esus' unique bond with John. 
Note the interesting description 
of the beloved disciple, "There 
was reclining on Jesus' bosom one 
of His disciples, whom J esus 
loved" (John 13:23). They were so 
close, John loved resting His head 
on the Master's chest. The idea of 
a bosom friend is actually bibli
cal. 

I Samuel 18 also says that 
"Jonathan stripped himself of the 
robe that was on him and gave it 
to David, with his armor, includ
ing his sword and his bow and his 
belt" (v. 4). With no jealousy or 
bitterness, Jonathan symbolically 
handed over his rightful c]aim to 
Israel's throne. Wow, what a hum
ble act. Unlike his carnal father, 
the young prince acknowledged 
David as the rightful, <rl>d
anointed king of Israel. 

From this week's text, we 
learn that true, committed 
friendship is solid. It doesn't sway 
in the winds of fancy, feelings, or 
whim. Such friends are also self
less. They refuse to let the green
eyed monster rear its ugly head, 
sincerely r ejoicing in the other's 
good fortune or blessing. There's 
no pouting or letting chips rest 
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on the shoulder eith er. 
Much more could be gleaned, 

but one last principle we learn is 
that biblical friendship is sacrifi
cial. The other's best interests 
always com e first (see I Samuel 
19). Paul wrote, "do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but 
with humility of mind r egard one 
another as more important than 
yourselves; do not merely look 
out for your own personal inter
ests, but also for the interests of 
others" (Philippians 2:3-4). 

Wise old Solomon (once again) 
gives us insigh t: "A friend loves at 
all times, and a brother is born 
for adversity" (Proverbs 17: 17); 
and " ... there is a friend who 
sticks closer than a brother" 
(Proverbs 18:24). David and 
Jonathan's relationship was 
thicker than earthly blood. Our 
bond with Christian brothers and 
sisters is too, as we are bound 
together by the blood of Christ. 

Of course, the greatest bosom 
friend we have who sticks closer 
than a brother is Jesus. •No 
longer do I call you slaves, for the 
slave does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called 
you friends ... " (John 15:15). 0 -
Shockley has resigned as pastor 
cf Cedar Hill Baptist Church, 
Cedar Hill, to accept the pastorate 
of Lancaster (Ky.) Baptist Church. 
He will continue to write. 

-
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+ James Robert "Jimmy" 
Stroud, 71, pastor of Third 
Creek Baptist Church, Knox
ville, for the past 33 years, died 
Oct. 5. He served on many com
mittees of the Knox County 
Baptist Association, Knoxville, 

STROUD 

beginning in 
1965 and to 
the present 
time. He was 
moderator for 
the associa
tion in 1980 
and currently 
was clerk . 
Stroud served 
on the Ten

annual meeting. Brooks will 
retire April 30, 2009. For infor
mation, contact the association 
office at (423) 623-8220. 

+ 0. J ewell Barrett, pas
tor, Battle Creek Baptist 
Church, Coopertown, returned 
Sept. 28 to preach at Vaughn's 
Chapel Cumberland Presbyter
ian Church, Calvert City, Ky., 
where he preached his first ser
mon in September of 1950. 
Besides his wife Loretta, sever
al people were in attendance 
who were present 58 years ago 
during his first sermon. 

enneScene 

nessee Baptist Convention Res
olutions Committee from 1980-
82 and was a former convention 
parliamentarian. He was a 
graduate of Tennessee Temple 
University, Chattanooga. He is 
survived by his wife of 53 years, 
Shelby Harrell Stroud; two 
sons; two daughters; 15 grand
children; and 10 great-grand
children. 

+ Brad Shockley, pastor, 
Cedar Hill Baptist Church , 
Cedar Hill, for the past five 
years, accepted the pastorate of 
Lancaster (Ky. ) Baptist 
Church, effective Oct. 19. 

+ Bridges of Hope Fellow
ship Church, McMinnville, 
called Andrew "Drew" Bar
r ett as student pastor effective 
Oct. 1. He is a student and an 
employee of Trinity Bible Col
lege and Theological Seminary, 
Newburgh, Ind. 

MEMBERS OF THE TENNESSEE chapter of Campers on Mission work on the Chattanooga campt.. 
of Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes Sept. 19-26. About 70 members worked. They installed a metl 
roof on a staff house, installed vinyl siding on two cottages, repaired the outside of several cottage. 
trimmed trees, and painted. Campers who stayed in about 30 camping units, also provided a dinner an 
entertainment for the children and houseparents. IN PHOTO ABOVE, ladies paint playground equi1 
ment and men install vinyl siding. IN PHOTO BELOW, men trim trees. For information on other COl 
events, visit www. tnbaptist. org and look under Missions/Ministry. 

+ Buck Hensley, 73, a 
Royal Ambassador leader for 
30 years, died Sept. 26. Hensley 
was a member of Northport 
Baptist Church , Newport. 
Hensley was active in the RA 
program through his church, 
through the East Tennessee 
Baptist Association, based in 
Newport, and through the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. 

ea elfs 
+ Mike Brooks, director of 

missions, East Tennessee Bap
tist Association, Newport, will 
be honored for almost 20 years 
of service with a retirement 
luncheon Oct. 25 at Point 
Pleasant Baptist Church, New
port. The covered dish luncheon 
is a part of the association's 

+ Macedonia Baptist 
Church , New Middleton, has 
called Peter J. Tilbe of Alaba
ma as pastor. He previously 
served as pastor of Newton 
Baptist Church, Newton, Ala., 
for five years. A graduate of the 
Baptist College of Florida, 
Graceville, he also served in 
Southern Sudan doing mis
sions work. 

· Ch rches 
+ First Baptist Church, 

Apison, had a very successful 
Vacation Bible School, reported 
Chris Campbell, pastor. The 
church set up a Jerusalem Mar
ketplace in its Family Life 
Building. All ages participated 
through tribes they were 
assigned to. The VBS drew 158 
people. One result was that 30 

participants including seven 
adults, made professions of 
faith. 

+ Egypt Baptist Church, 
Memphis, will hold revival 
Oct. p6-29. Phil Glisson, evan
gelist of Memphis, will speak. 

+ Una Baptist Church, 
Nashville, will hold a fall festi
val for the community on its 
parking lot Oct. 18. Games, 
prizes, inflatables, food, and 
entertainment will be featured. 
Children will go from booth to 
booth to collect goodies for their 
bags. For information, visit 
w ww. unabaptist.com. 

+ Blairland Baptist 
Church, Loudon, will hold 
revival Oct. 19-22. Morris . \ 

, Anderson, evangehst of 
Maryville, will speak. 

+ Battle Creek Baptist 
Church, Coopertown, cele
brated its 163rd homecoming 

Second grader meets 'Nith President Bush 
By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Reflector 

ATOKA -A second grader, who is a member 
of Faith Baptist Church here, recently met with 
President George W. Bush to discuss "handi
capped parking problems" as a result of a 
request by the "Make a Wish Foundation." 

Hannah Stafford of Drummonds, 7, a stu
dent at Drummonds Elementary School who 
has spina bifida, and her grandparents Jo 
and Charles Stafford visited with the presi
dent Aug. 13 at his office in Washington, 
D.C. In addition to discussing handicapped 
parking spaces they toured the White 
House. 

Hannah's teacher, Vanessa Wilson, had 
requested the presidential meeting by writing 
the "Make a Wish Foundation," which benefits 
children with life threatening diseases. 

The "Wish" granting, complete with a certifi
cate, a book, and airline tickets, was presented 
to Hannah following the Aug. 10 morning wor
ship service at Faith Baptist. The special serv
ice included the children's church. Hannah's 
grandparents had requested that the important 
event be held at the church. 

HANNAH STAFFORD pauses during her 
recent visit with President George W Bush 
granted by the Make a Wish Foundation. She 
was accompanied by her grandparents, Jo and 
Charles Stafford. 

Besides being an advocate for handicapped 
parking, Hannah also is a member of the chil
dren's department and children's choir of Faith 
Baptist. Q 

• 

anniversary on Oct. 5. Jim 
Woodard, pastor of Hopewell 
Baptist Church, Springfield, 
spoke. Anne Crutcher, church 
clerk for 40 years, presented a 
historical booklet on the 
church's history from 1887-
2008 to everyone in attendance. 

+ Shellsford Baptist 
Church, McMinnville, will 
hold a revival Oct. 26-29. Brax
ton Hunter, evangelist of Trini
ty Crusades for Christ , will 
speak. For information, call the 
church at (931) 668-4990. 

-
Schoo s 

+ Carson-Newman Col
lege, Jefferson City, will host 
the Hallelujah Singers, the sen
ior adult choir of Immanuel 

Baptist Church, Lexington, K; 
The choir will lead the Oct. 2 
chapel service which begins ~ 
9:30a.m. ~ 

+ Union University, Jad 
son, is one of four institution 
in Tennessee included in th 
new College Access and Oppo1 
tunity Guide which highlight 
colleges and universities corr 
mitted to academic rigor an 
accessibility. The book include 
profiles of 220 colleges "corr 
mitted to serving and supporf 
ing today's first-generatior 
low-income, and traditionall 
underserved college-bound 
dents," according to Matt & .. u ... 

noff, executive director of th 
Center for Student Opportuni 
ty, which produced the guide. 

DENNIS BARGER, second from left, receW8s a certificate on hJ: 
ordination as deacon Oct. 5 by Calvary Baptist Church, Humboltl 
Presenting the certificate is James Brown, pastor, as Gaye Bargtll 
wife of Dennis, watches. 


