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WATCRWORD for YEAR:

Jesus said: “As the Father hath <ent Me, even s0 send [ you”,
—Jnhn 20:2¢
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THEME for YEAR:
“Thy Kingdom Come'"

QN
L

—— —

,,D-
’;_:<

P
EAN
2

n O

HYMN for YEAR:
Lead On, O King Eternal

CHIEF AIMS for YEAR:

Prayer — Enlistment — Study -— Personal Service —
Tithes and Offerings — Missionary Education of
Young People
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To BE A-1 for YEAR:

No W.M.U. organization. cither of women or young pecple, can be A-l in

this calendar year of 1936 unless it reaches every point of its respective

%lan.dud of Excellence, (Src pages 27-30, 69-75 of 1936 WMU Vear
vok.)

Each W.M.L. organization, either of womea or yaung people, has in the
first clause of its Standard of Excelience that, in order to reach that
clause, the organization as such must bave a definitely missionary program
each month of the calendar year. Thus mo W.M,U. organization can be
counled A-1 by "making up meetings”. Circle meetings. except mission-
ary pregram meeting of B.W.C., do not count on this record.

For » church to bave an A-1 Full Graded W.M.U. this calendar year of
1936 it must maintain every month in 1936 each of the five requited
W.M.U. organizations. each of which must reach during this calendar year
every point of its respective Standard of Esxcellence. The (ive uired
organizations are: Sunbeam Band. Girls’ Auxiliary, Royal Ambassador Chap-
ter, Young Woman's Auziliary, Woman's Missionary Society.
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EDITORIAL O

CHANNELS of BLESSING
Mrs. F. W. Armstrong, Presldent W.M.U,

The desert country of our
great southwest has a

{ strange fascination. Its
wide expanses of valleys
3 and hills, its varvious and
‘ | interesting cactus growths
— from the tiny “spiney"”
ones to the giant with
mighty arms lifted Heav.
enward—its vari-colored
shifting sands, its lofty
mountains and deep can-
N\{ vons, its massive rocks
M P bearing strange markings,
the unrevealed secrets of
long gone generations of
unknown peoples. All this
with the glory of its sun-
sets makes it truly a land
B of enchantment, “and the
¢y desert blossoms as the

rose”, The goodness of

God and the ingenuity of

man have brought fertile

fields, citrus groves, lus.

cious vegetables, rate

fruits. Men move along

the fields patiently, open-

ing little channels that re-

reshing water may flow in to bring life
nd growth. Back of each tiny channel
the full flowing ditch, back of that
the stream and, at its source, a huge
dam impounding a great lake—an inex-
baustible supply. Standing at this
abundant sufficient source of supply, one
visualizes the farmer down in the valley,
opening those tiny channels as the fields
have need, and one muses upon the im-
portance and value of dams, upon the
opening of sluice gates, upon seeds
springing into life, upon growing plants,

upon harvest and fruitage. The great
lake high in the mountains would be
impotent but for the channels. In them
Jies the secret of the blossoming desert,
So it is with your life and mine.

“Is your life & channel of blessing?
Is the love of Ged flowing through you?
Are you telling the lost of the Saviour?
Are you ready His service to do?”

A new year opens before us, precious
opportunities await us, new hopes and
purposes are ours. Barren places in
many lives and many lands await the
life giving message entrusted to us.
Having it, they will become abundantly
fruitful; denied it, they remain barren
and useless. Channels cease to be chan.
nels if they become clogged: they must
be cleared of the things which impede
the flow of the life giving current. Even
so our individual lives must be f(reed
from that which hinders their first pur-
pose, our churches must be true to their
primary function. How gracious it is
to have opportunities to begin anew, to
meet our tasks more faithfully, to live
more abundantly. My hope, my prayer
for each of us for this pew year is that
we may truly be channels of blessing in
our needy world. His grace and power
are abundant, uvpon the infinite re-
sources of His strength we may rely.
Let us individually and unitedly, with
utter abandon of all selfish desires, with
2eal and devotion, give ourselves to the
task of supreme importance. Methods
are tremendously important but meth-
ods are but means to an end. We face
3 new year with this question in our
minds and hearts: Are you and I, are
your society and my society a real chan-
nel of blessing?

January is first in many respects, one being the fact that it is the first menth nfter
the Decomber Week of Prayer with its Lottie Moon Cheistmas Offering, all of
which may not yet have been forwarded by your chureh. Piease give first ntien.

toa to this highly important malter.

——

(P|_WATCHWORD for YEAR |&

CHRIST'S DEFINITION of the MISSIONARY TASKE—John 20:21
Dr. B. E. Dams, Fort Worth, Texas

Professor of New Tesiament Interpretotion
Southwestern Boptist Theological Seminary

This is the first recorded missionary command of our Lord, and we-
believe it to be the greatest missionary text in the Bible, Of course
this is a decision on which certainly there would be difference of
opinion, but we believe this verse to be the most succinct and com-
prebeasive definition of the missionary task which came from the
lips of Jesus.

It defines our missionary obligation. “As the Father hath sent
Me"—we are sent with the same objective that is embraced in the

- mission of Jesus, Here we confront an inescapable alternative. If
Christ was sent as a world Redeemer, then ours is a world mission. If He was
not sent as a world Redeemer, then He is not our Savior at all, for Jesus came
originally to the Jews., 1If there is no such thing in the New Testament as foreign
missions, then there is no salvation for the gentile.

Therefore, the doctrine of missions is the most fundamental of all the funda-
mentals for gentile Christianity. The rankest heresy of which a church can be
gullty is to ignore or neglect this obligation, I have no fear that southern Baptists
may become heretical on the first three chapters of Genesis, but I suffer great anx-
iety about their attitude toward the last three verses of Matthew. Their pocket-
books are not involved in accepting at face value the Genesis account of creatiqn,
but it may cost considerably in hard cash to take the Great Commission too seri-
ously. Hence our chief danger is at the latter point.

This great verse contains & definition of the missiopary spirit. “As the Fatber hath sent
Me"—we nre sent with the same mative, in the same spirit as the divine Master. Our mis-
sionary enterprise should nat only embrace the scope of Cbrist's missionary purpose but should
be inspiced by the cssential elements of Christ's missionary spirit, There Were two of these
essential elements.

The first was compession. 1f I were asked to point out the mest typical picture of Jesus
to be found in the New Testament, I sbould point to tbe spectacle disctosed in Luke 19:41:
“And when He drew nigh, He saw the city and wept aver it”. This picture of Jesus reveals
the grest weaknam of our soutbern Baptist misaionary enterprise. There are not enough of uws
sceing & Jost world and weeping aver it. We accept the doctrine of missions; we compechend
the program of missions; we maintain the machinery of missions; our tragic deficency is, we
lack the spirit of missions, If we could get @ hundred thousand southern Baptists looking
toward & lost world the way Jesus was laokipg toward Jerusalem that day, we should pay
tvery debt off the Convention in one year. We will pever reach our higheat success tn Chnst's
missionary enterprise untd our hearts are broken over s Jost world,

The d ek t i the missionary spirit of Jesus was sacrifice. He inaugurated the
missionary eaterpeise in mcrifice, and it hus moved on at the cost of great mctifice from Cal-
vary to B. L. Lockett. Iy it worth the sacvifice? Voices from two directions respond to this
question. Prum the scenes of mimionary labors myrisds of voikes resound in Youd affirmative
reply—~souls lod out of besthen darkness—pain.rucked bodles healed—bomes transformed—
lives rescued from hopeless drudgery. From Calvary coroes the ather voice, It seems to sy,
“If T could afford to dia for them, could you oot afford to go tell them sbout iti” How can
we qulbble about the cost of the missionary prise in the p e of Calvary?
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STEWARDSHIP SUGGESTIONS @

Sonthwide Stewardship Chalrman: Mrs. Carter Wright, Alabams
“GOING AFIELD for the BAPTIST HUNDRED THOUSAND CLUB”
Frank Tripp, Genersl Leader

Approximately forty for-
eign missionaries at home
on furlough, the executive
secretaries of the Home
and Foreign Mission
Boards, members of the
faculties of our Semina-
ries, and Dr, Bristow of
the Southern Baptist Hos-
pital will go afield during the months
of January and February in the interest
of the Baptist Hundred Thousand Club
movement. These honored servants and
representatives of southern Baptists will
give themselves without reservation to
the most intensive effort that has yet
been made to enlist southern Baptists
in their debt-paying progratn.

With the services of these representa-
tives of the agencies benefiting from the
movement and with the cooperation of
our pastors and leaders in all depart-
ments of our church life, we propose to
launch 2 major offensive against the
enemy—debt. There are three reasons
why I believe that this is the most prac-
tical approach to our task.

First: We, as southern Baptists, need
to know our missionaries. We need to
look into their faces, feel their beart.
throbs and hear first-hand their stories
of sacrifice and triumph. We need to
kaow why many of these missionaries
are now at home instead of on their
chosen fields of service. We need the
information and inspiration that will
come from listening to those who have
been oo the front lines and who have
had the thrill of a taste of victory,

Second: We need to know more
about the colossal task and tremendous
possibilities of our Home Mission Board.

Instead of thinking of this department
of our work as a bankrupt agency that
is doing nothing but marking time until
the creditors order its activities discon-
tinued, I want southern Baptists to
think of it as one of our most useful
agencies that is awake to the challenge
that a new day economically aad so-
cially presents to the Cbristian forces of
America, It will mean much to the
churches who are fortunate enough to
hear the testimony of Dr, Lawrence and
his colleagues.

Third: We have a group of capabie, con-
secrated men oa tbe staffs and (acuities of
our Seminarics and the Soutbern Baptist Hos.
pital who will bless any church or congrega-
tion that they touch. They are going out in
January and February to occupy the pulpits
of our churches and to tell southern Baptists
what the Baptist Hundred Thouwsand Club
foovement bas rmeant to the institutions they
Tepresent.

If we can bave the cooperation of ali of
our pastors, of the members of the WMU,
of the leaders in Sunday Schooi, B.T.U. and
Brothethood, we will be able 1o reach our
gloaI of one hundred thousand members by the
time tbe Convention meets in St. Louis nest
May. It is impossible for us to know what
a thrill it would bring 1o southern Baptists to
reach this goal. Let me appeal to all those
who read these words 1o give the movement
a laree place in their prayers and then pre-
ent it to their respective groups in the most
intelligent and enthusiastic mabner ibd

The Baptist Hundred Thousand Club move-

ment is no longer an experiment. By the time
you read these lines the cash recelpts will be
well up toward the hali-million mark and the
Foreign Mission Board alone will have fe-
ceived more than $125,000. 1§ southern Bap-
tists will throw therselves unteservedly into
this effort for the pext few weeks, we will go
Up to St. Louis with a song of victory in our
bearte.

-

SHUCK CENTENNIAL n

STUDYING in SHUCK CENTENNIAL

The Shuck Centennial has a wonderfully compefling appeal. At the end of
1935 ousr bearts rejaiced in the progress that had been made. The success at-
tained made us bopeful of a great trivmph ia 1936 for the work in China.
The emphasis of Woman's Missionary Union and the Foreign Mission
Board, the specia) literatuee, the special Centennial editions of the denomina-
tional papers and magazines and the preaching upon the subject by many of
Xhe pastors have brought about a wide knowledge and 1 deep appreciation of
the celebration. But there must be cantinued educational propaganda if south-
ern Baplists are to become comscdous of the full significance and magnitude
of the movement. There is nothing that ¢an be done this year that will be
more profitable and will contribute mare to the enlargement of our conception
of the hundred yeans' geawth of aur foreign mission enterprise in China than the use of the
peograrn eoateriaf and the study of the books ihat have bearing on tbe Centenmial, If every
Baptist ¢hurch and every Waman's Missionary Sotiety in the bounds of the Southern Baptist
Convention wilt put into their plans and programs purposeful study of the Centennial litera-
ture, we belicve there will be aot oniy a deepening of interest in foreign missions, but that the
dose of the celebration will find us outrunning and outdoing all that southern Baptists have
done in the past century in giving the Gospel of Jesus Christ ta the Jost miltions of China,

In response to a request for a list of books suitable for reading and study in connection .
with the Shuck Centennial, we are under the necessity of suggesting titles that bave already
been used, far there is a dearth of new literature on China. However, we are listing only thase
that will prove to be the mast excellent and satisfying study books far classes featuring the
Centennial,

Pioneering for fesus—T. S, Dunaway—50¢—7Sc. This was the leading Centennial textbook
in the fall and will peceive much attention during the present year.

Serdtime and Harvest—Mary C. Alexander—$0¢. A great story aof sautherm Baptist mis-
woniary work in China since 1835 up 10 the present time

Handmaidens of sthe King—W. Thotburn Clark—S0c—75¢c. The biographies of Miss Lula |
F Whilden and Miss Julia K. Mackenzie are twa of the five given in this interesting book.

Living fssues in Chimo—Henry T. Hodgkins—60c—$1.00. A book desling with issues in
China taday and their relation to Christianity (For reading or study)

Lottie Moow—Una Roberts Lawrence—o60c—$1.25. The <tory of one of southern Baptists’
great missionaries

Rabert Morvison—Marshall Broomhsll—$3.50. The absorbing story of a remarkable
pieneer mistionary to China (For reading) .

The Story of Vates, the Missiomary—Chartles E. Taylor—7S¢c. The life stary of our pianeer
missionary to central China (For reading or study) ,

Healing and Mitsiont—T. W. Ayers—S0c—75¢. Deals with our medical work in China
and Alrica

The Day of Smail Things—Mes, Anna S. Pruitt—25c.  Tells of the beginnings of the North
China Mission. Use cusrent report of the Foreicn Misdon Board lo bring the beak up to
date.

Youth Unafraid—Anna C. Swain—75c. The second chapter gives a briel but delightiu)
stary ol Henrictta Hall Shuck. .

Progress of World Wide Missions—Robert H. Glover—$2.50. A survey of the mission
fields of the warld, interestingly and inspicingly told (For reading) . .

" The Report of the Foreign Mistion Board and articles from Home and Foreign Fields
should always be used in the classes. 3 R

The Missionary Map of the World, $3.75, and the Missionary Map of China, 60c, will be
seeviceable,

The Picture of Hesricita Ball Shuch, (inted), 25¢, and the Wol Poster of south China
missionaries, [0c, will create interest.

A Century for Christ (Booklet), and the Cenienial Bymw, both free, will be serviceable
ta the classes and belpful in the prepamtion of the cevtennis) programs.—Mary M. Husier,
Manager of Book end Trect Dep't. of Foreign Boerd
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CIRCLE’S MISSIONARY PROGRAM

THE outline program in the W.M.U, dapartment of Home and Foreign Field;
: been prepared with especial thoaght of its being used by cf the
of| belng msde to avoid duplication of thought or material as ased by the
society in ita regolar missionacy program.

la §? fram Baptist Sunday Schoo! Board, Nashville, Tenn.

The price of Homa and Foreign Pislds

WHEN YOUR CIRCLE STUDIES “Who 1s My Neighbor?”

preferably in January but certainly be-
fore the March Week of Prayer, it will
find exceptionaily helpful the following sug-
geations from Mrs. W. D. Pye who was chajr-
man of the committce to formulate plans for
the March Week of Prayer snd who is cor-
msponding secrelary for tbe Arkansas W.M.
U. The author of tbe book it Mrm. A L
Aulick, whbo is mission study chalrman of
the WM. U. of Oklshoma. Each W.MS. and
each YWA organization will be given one
iree copy of the book: other copies are to be
purchased at 25¢ a copy from State Baptist
Bocokstores or from W M.U. Literature Dep't.,
1111 Comer Bldg, Birmingham, Ala. Ear-
pestly is its study urged in preparation for
the March Week of Praver. Mms. Pye sug-
gests:

Teacher’'s Qualification: In addition
to her qualifications as a teacher, the person
selected to teach “Who 1s My Neighbor?”
should be, if possible, a woman whosc beart
is on fire for the cause ol home missions, and
ooe who is a “Good Samaritan” whenever Lhe
peed arises.

Teacher's Preparation: (1) Read and
then re-read the book untll its contents are
maslergd. (2) Study carelully tbe author's
suggestions, entitled “Ta the Class Leader”,
which will be found ia the book. (3) Secure
map of Home Mission Board temitory and
picture sheet oi Home Mission Board persop-
nel which are free from the Home Mission
Board, 315 Red Rock Bldg. Aflanta, Ga. (4)
Make posiers as suggested by the author for
each chapter, remembering that mare informa-
'lion is absorbed through the eyes than (hrough

e ears.

Supplemenial Reading: The Report of
the Home Mission Bogrd for 1235 in minutes
of Southern Baptist Convention;Winning the
Border by Lawrence; The Word of Their Tes-
fimony by Lawrence; People of the Jesus Way
by Beagle; home mission articles in Home and
Roreign Fields and otber missionary maga-
sdnes; any other book or magazine dealing
;i-t.h home mismion problems wnd opportuni-

Devotional Periods: Usa the Scripture
suggested by the author for a devotional be.
fore each lesson. Also master the parable of
the Good Samaritan and magalfy the verse or
verses pertaining to each chapter. Make it w0
real that none ¢an ever {otget [ts meaning or
ity application to home missions as presanted
in thia book.

Clase Divisions: The first session
could be the introduction where the cluss be-
comes acquainted with the author, Mn. A. L.
Aulick, 1 geoeral outlioe of the book being pre-
sented, and the patable of the Good Samaritan
studied. Thep one of the chaplers could be
studied at each succeeding session. If for any
reason it seema necessary, combine the chap.
1er9 inlo fewer class periods hut epdesvor 1o
have at least five sesslans,

Blackhoard Qutline: Keep the chapter
titkes, cither on a blackboard or poster board,
before the class each day. Also place aulline
of each chapter on blackboard each study pe-
riod if space is available.

Assignments: Special assignments
should be made at each class period for the
succeeding lesson. The book is so well out-
Jined that the teacher should have sa trouble
in selecting aasi I ing features
could be introduced. The sub-divisions of
some sections could be givep in the {irst person
by individuals in costume.

Giving the Tesl: Some teachers bave
found it easier 10 get the public to take a
written test if some kind of souvenir booklets
are prepared for each one and the questions
on each chapter acswered at the close of the
class. Thewe booklets may be easily made,
using writing pasper for leaves and construc-
tion paper for covers. They may be fastened
with brads, tied with ribbon or cord or
stitched on machine. Wilde pictures of “The
Good Samaritan” for 1%5c each may be or-
dered from W. A. Wilde Company, 131 Clar-
endon St., Boston, Mass, The size with mar-
gin i3 6x8 inches; no order will be filled for
less than :0; in ordering, give only the num-
ber of the pleture which fa 456 in Wilde's cats-
togue. Three or four questions to be answered

+ (Concluded on Poge 9)

SOCIETY METHODS

LEAVES from a CIRCLE LEADER'S DIARY

November 5—Bed time, and desperately tired! Mailed a box to
Al at college, shopped with Windy and gave Elizabeth a birthday
rty. Then the nominating committee from the missiopary so-
cietyl Wanted me to be chairman of the Lawton Circle] Imagine
it, when 1936 is already running over. Thoughts of my home, club
and social obligations fairly stagger me; church duties, too, for I do
go to Sunday school, morming services and to circle meeting occa-
sionally. And of course we contribute regularly. I told them,
“NOQ" in capital letters. They urged me to pray about it. The an-
swer is, “No”,
December 2—A whole series of sermons on stewardship. They fairly took my
breath: *His Own Servants”; “Robbers, Lord?”; “How, Except They Be Sent?”;
“The Night Cometh"; “The Joys of the Lord". Our pastor said the W.M.S, pres-
ident and the stewardship chairman requested them. He convicted me of bringing
blemished offerings of time, talents and substance to the Lord’s altar, T shall telé-
phone the committee that I'll take the circle.
December 3—Dowm to the library to get some books. Am terribly rusty—too
much knitting and too many parties. The librarian suggested Tralle’s “Psychol-
ogy of Leadership” and Danforth’s “I Dare You”, Tralle’s motto in life has been:
“Either do it ot do not do it”. He’s right, too!
December 4—<1 Dare You" is stimulating. ~ All right, Mr. Danforth, I accept your
dare to live the four-square life. ) R
December 6—Mrs, Waite brought my circle roll today—ten active and fourteen
inactive members, some not remotely interested. A peculiar fesling comes over
me a3 I study the names, They are my responsibility ta lead into joyous fellow-
ship and royal service. I shall put the list in my Bible and the unenlisted on my
prayer calendar. Our circle is to have the program for April. I must begin now
to collect material. We'll try and have all twenty-four present|
December 10—Am selecting five of my unenlisted to whom I shall show some
particular courtesy this moath. Dreary, embarrassed lives some of them live. I
took my knitting and sat an bour with old Mrs. White. Said she'd Jove to come
1o circle but can't walk because of theumatism. 1 promised to send for her each
time. Took Mrs. Hard a cutting of my Sunburst rose, She adores flowers. Said
she’d think about coming to the January meeting. .
December 20—Christmas shopping! Bought a loose leaf note book for my circle.
Accurate records are so essential. At the end of each month I can check up on our
personal service projects, number of active members, tithers and per cent taking
mission study and subscribing to periodicals, ,
December 31—Facing a new year] Help me to be a good circle chairman, O
Lord! Amen—>Mrs. David Albert Howard, Gaffmey, 5. C.

CIRCLE PLANS (Concludzed from Page 8)

ib writing is a reasonable number for each
chapter.

Parpase of the Btody: The of
thls book is to magnify the work of the Home
Board, s study to the Week
of Prayer snd the coflecting of the
Aonie W. Armostrong Offering, March -6 in-
cluzive. Also the book seeks ta {mpress on-“_
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Mission Study Department

Sl

Southwide Mission Stwdy Chairman, Mrs. Una R. Lawrence, Miasouri
POINT SEVEN POINTS the WAY

Do you remember the
stocy of the boy and his
chicken sandwiches? The
bungry man, who leaned
out of the car window and
eagerly bought one, called
a moment later for the
boy to come back. *“The
sandwich contains no
chicken”, was his loud complaint.

"“Oh, sir”, blithely replied the boy,
“that’s just the name of them!”

I the organizations of Woman's Mis-
sionary Union are to be in reality what
their names claim for them they must
be really missiomary through and
through, Mission study is the key to
growth in all phases of missionary
thinking, living and giving. Out of the
years of marvelous history of the
growth of Woman's Missionary Union,
definite, regular and well rounded mis-
sion study courses have come to be the
foundation of a program of missionary
education and activity without which we
would too often, like the little boy’s
sandwich, possess just the “mame of
them”. So into the Standard of Excel-
lence there came a requirement for first
one, then two mission study classes, as
necessary to the healthy work and
growth of a W.M S,

. Believing also that the major objec-
tive was to reach as many women as pos-
sible and, finding that in many societies
a small, interested group only was en.
listed in mission study, further require-
ment has been made that the combined
enrollment in all the classes must total
at Jeast one-half the active members of
the sociely. So point seven of the W.
M.S. Standard of Excelience has come
to read: “A¢ least two mission study

classes during the vear; the combined
enroliment in all classes to include gt
least one-kalf of the active member-
ship”.

To ascertain whether your society has
achieved this goal is simple. First, have
your two classes. The W.M.U. Plan of
Work suggests that one should be just
preceding the Week of Prayer for Home
Missions and one just before the Week
of Prayer for Forcign Missions.

Keep a list of the names of the active
members who attend your first class of
the year. When you hold your second
class, check that list against the one of
the active members attending this sec-
ond class and add to your first Jist the
names of those who were in the second
class but were not in the first one. If
this combined list of different women
who attended both classes totals at least
one-hali the active membership of your
society you may mark point seven as
having been reached.

It may be that you will have more
than two classes. There is no limit to
the number of classes you may have,
and you may use the lists of active
members from them af in making vp
your total of different women who have
taken mission study during the year.
But you must have at Jeast two classes,
and you cannot count any woman twice,
and only active members can be counted.
Point seven points the way to making
the W.M.S, in reality what it is in name,
a missionary organization, by leading
¥ou to reach the largest possible number
with mission study. Surely one-half the
women belonging to your society is the
very least you must reach in your study
of missions, if you are to call yours &
Woman's Missiomary Society.

~10-

BOOK REVIEWS

@

Mra. Julisn P. Themas, Virginla

Any books reviewed in this magasine may be ordered from Baptint Forelgn Misrion Bowd,
Richmond, Ve., or from State Boptiss Bookstore. The price of each It guoted with iy reviesw.

CHRIST'S ALTERNATIVE to
COMMUNISM

Tl-lE Christizn world welcomes a new

took by E. Stanley Jones, especially
one on the “livest” subject of the day
as in “Christ's Alternative to Commu-
nism”, As usual, the author takes the
Bible to solve his problem, and it does.
Reviewing all the good that he thinks
bas come to Russia in its communistic
experiment and stating that there is
much 10 admire, he proves that Christ
has all of that and something higher and
better to offer. Christ gave His pro-
gram when He came from the tempta-
tions in the wilderness. He entered the
synagogue and read: “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon Me to preach good tidings
to the pocr. release to the captives” etc.
Dr. Jones takes this literally and comes
to the conclusico—and thinks the world
will soon be convinced—that this must

cease 0 be 8 competitive wotld and be-
come a cooperative world. A book well
worth careful reading and much
thought!—~Price: cloth $2

—p—
FUN and FESTIVALS from LATIN
AMERICA

A SMALL bcok of songs and pageants,

by Helen Garven, seeks to reveal the
spirit of joyous abandon of South Amer-
ican lands. The author thinks the peo-
ple of North America do not understand
the love of music and fun in the Latin
countries. She gives programs illus-
trating this love as revealed in their pa-
trictic national and religious festivals.
These may be used in connection with
the courses of study for Latin lands and
will help us make our programs more
realistic as well as more attractive—
Price: paper 25¢

“WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?”

for the use of the January-February W.M.U. study book, “Who Is My

TL’R_\'ING to page 8 of this issue there will he found excellent suggestions

Neighbor?” As explained on that “Circle Plans” page, the author of this
timely book is Mrs. A. L. Aulick, the state mission study chairman for ths WMU,
of Oklahoma. Skifled as a writer, experienced as a Christian “neighbor” to those
in need. familiar with home mission problems particularly in Oklahoma and Texas
where she has lived, alert as to the essentials of a real mission study book and yet
remembering those who merely read such books, she was indeed an appropriate
author for this book, “Who It My Neighbor?”

It is published by Woman's Missionary Union, SB.C. To hasten and other-
wise popularize its study, preferably in January but cgrta'mly before Mal‘gh, a free
copy is being sent to each W.M.S. and Y.W.A. organization. Other’ copies are to
be purchased, early in January please, from the State Baptist Bookstom or from
W.M.U. Literature Dep't,, 1111 Comer Bldg., Birmingham, Ala. The price per
copy is 25c, ;cpabin%t AT . :
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[0 [ CURRENT MISSIONARY EVENTS i

Discussed by Mra. W. C. James, Virginia

“Sharing Christ with a Waiting World"
was the watchword of the Baptist stu-
dent _conventions held in the various
stat is fall. It was the privilege of
your “Current Events” editor to be in
the Virginia meeting. To us it was sig-
nificant that almost every speaker
whether student or adult called atten-
tion to the fact that one could not share
what one did not possess, each empha-
sizing in his own way the fact that a
life must be dominated by the Spirit of
Christ to be effective in sharing Him in
any way.

o—

The published reports, staling that
American missionary doctors and nurses
are planning 1o remain in Ethiopia to
help in the midst of war, remind us that
one of them—Dr. Tom Lambie, 30 years
a missionary — decided that he could
better serve Christ in Ethiopia as a ¢iti-
zen of that country. In the Missionary
Review of the World we read that he
said: “T realize there is an element of
risk; that no matter what happens to
me I cannot appeal for American protec-
tion or assistance . ., but I am prepared
to take that risk if it might be true, that
to the Ethiopians I might become as an
Ethiopian, that T might win the Ethio-
pians to Christ”.

Within the past year a native minister
of Africa was dismissed from the Elat
station, as free from leprosy, and re-
turned to his work on the Cameroun
coast. When he learned be had leprosy
and must be sentenced to live in a leper
colony, be said: "I give God thanks
that He has sent me this thing to show
-me more fields to labor in for Him”,

—

From an analysis of the reports of the
United Stewardship Council for the ten
year period, 1925-1934 inclusive, we

learn that southern Baptists stand at
the bottom of the list in the annua] ay.
erage contributions per member of the
twenty leading denominationa (protest.
ant). We averaged $7.54 per member
for local expenses and $1.87 per member
for missions, education and benevalence.
I'he thought comes: Do we really mean
it when in repeating the Lord’s Prayer
we say, “Thy Kingdom come”?
—-

When your copy of this issue of Roya
Service reaches you Dr. George Truett,
accompanied by Mrs. Truett and Dr.
Rushbrooke, will doubtless be on their
way 10 visit the Baptist mission fields of
Asta. They go to study conditions, to
encourage the missionaries and to say to
the waiting millions, “The Kingdom of
God is at your door”. Can we not share
with them in this ministry by remember-
ing them daily in our prayers?

—_——

While we pray, “Thy Kingdom come”,
remembering lands beyond the sea let us
not forget the challenging conditions at
home. Among other things there are
now over 700,000 Mormons in the
United States.It is estimated that
there are 25,000 Moslems in our coun-
try and there is 5 national organization
known as the Moorish Science Temple
with a membership of 100,000.—There
is a Buddhist temple in Denver, Colo-
rado, where a priest officiates and a reg-
ular Sunday school is held. The priest
alsa visits neighboring towns.

—

The Home Mission Council recently te-
ported that there are 10,000 villages io
the United States without a church of
any kind and 30,000 villages without 3
resident pastor, There are more than
thirteen million North American chil-
dren, under twelve years of age, who
are pot in church or Sunday school.

-2~

According to Missions one of the dra-
matic moments came in the course of
Dr. J. W. Decker’s inaugural address a3
foreign secretary of the northern Bap-

(ists when, speaking of his knowledge

of the missionary through fellowship
with him, he said: “You may fail to
support your missionary; you may
sarve him; you may harbor suspicion
of his loyalty Jo Christ; but as for me
I propose to stand by him to the last
ditch”, Without meaning to say that
any one among southern Baptists would
ever fail our missionacies, yet certain it
is that the W.M U, by prayer and gifts
botb through regular channels and by
means of the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering has been saying and will con-
tinue to say to our missionaries on the
foreign fizld, “We prepare to stand by
you to the last ditch”.

—o—
While there may not be much statistical

.evidence to prove the opinion that mis-

sionaries and their children appear to
be of unusually high character and to
achieve unusua) success, yet such evi-
dence as we bave upholds this favorable
opinion according to Dr, Huntington,
professor in the Department of Social
Sciences in Yale University. In an arti-
de in the Missionary Review of the
World he states that a study of the suc-
cess of college graduates at Yale and
Harvard proved that missionaries them-
telves ranked high and that their aver.
age was higher than that of graduates in
any other profession and that the chil-
dren of missionaries were ranked phe-
nomenally high by their classmates, av-
eraging well above the sons of graduates
in any other profeasion.

—_——

Last year Mrs. S. U. Zau, a devoted
member of the Old North Gate Church
of Shanghai, died. Just before
death she requested that her family

all ber valuables and jewels and, wi
the raoney together with some sbe
saved, huild a chapel where there

be some one continually

unto Him” for her. Mr, Zau and be

sons oot only did as she requested but
they themselves added quite 1 sum and
now on the edge of Shanghal a beautiful
chapel ia nearing completion where Eliz-
abeth Hale will open a Good Will Cen-
ter. There will also be g residence
whete an evangelist whom Mr. Zau x-
pects to employ will live—Religions
Herold

e

An undenominational Evangelistic Fel-
lowship of Christian Converts from Is-
lam has been formed in Palestine for the
purpose of the upbuilding of converts
and for presenting the Gospel of Christ
to Moslems in Palestine.

—

It is reported that there is an organiza-
tion of Jews in Palestine whose purpose
it is to do everything possible to thwart
Christian missionary work. It is called
Merkaz. How reminiscent of the days
when our Lord walked in Palestine!

—p—

Qut of Egypt comes the news that the
defenders of Islam have seen that a live
religion must be a propagating one—ao
notwithstanding their denunciation of
Christian missionaries as intruders they
are sending Islamic misslonaries to
China, Japan, Ethiopia and South
Arerica.
——

Rev. William Carey, great.grandson of
the famous William Carey, died re-
cently, He was an accomplished schalar
and hymn writer and isbored many
years as a missionary in India.

Members of North Gate Baptist Charch

WMS in Psgeant Usla
Flags ot Contral Chisa W.M.U. Anmual

Maeting in Shenghai, April 1935
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Galerdar of Prayer
Hannary, 1936

Prepared by Mru. Maud R, McLure, Georgia

“f} TENDER Christ, forgive past year,
Nor et tme waste Thby time in tears.

Grant me new days of faith snd prayer,

New tasks Lo do, pew burdema bear,

“IDLOT out the shame of tasks fargat,
Sa bless, that we forget Thee not;

Use our deep penitence to prove

Thy mercy and Tby glorious lave”.

Bopte: The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like—

Gl FAMILY ALTAR 1]

M. W, H. Gray, Alabams
TOPIC: “Like unto Leaven”—Afqrt, 13:33-35

‘¥ is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put
in His own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witpesses imto Me ., . and unto the uttermost part of
the earth”.—Acts 1.7, 8

Seven Other Parables
15th Day—Judges 9:B-15

Seven Discourses of Jeaus
18t Day—Luke 4:1B.27

.

VLR

2nd Day—Matt, 65:3.18
3td Day—Matt, 6:21.32
4th Day—Matt, 5:38.48
S5th Day—Matt. 7:24-27
6th Day—Matt. 10:5-23
7th Day—Matt. 13:11-17

Seven Parablea of Jesus

8th Day—Luke 15:8-10
9th Dey—John 16:1.17
10th Day—Matt. 18:12.14

11th Day-Luke 12:35-40
12th Day—Luke 12:18.21
13tk Day—Murk 4:26-29
14th Bay—Matt, 13:47.50

16th Day—Isa. 6:1.7

17th Day—I Kings 11:30.32
18th Day—Acts 10:10.18
19th Day—I1I Tim. 2:3. 4
20ih Day—I1 Tim. 2:6,7
21nt Day—I1I Tim, 20:2%

Ten Sayings of Jesus

22nd Day—Luke 2:49
23rd Day—DMatt. 3:13.15
24th Day—Mntt. 4:18-20
25th Day—Luke 1P:5.10
26th Day—"Luke 22:31, 32
27th Dsy—Matt. 21:13
28th Dey--Matt, 26:38-48
2%th Day—~Matt. 28:52.568
30th Day—Luke 23:34, 46
31at Day—Luke 24:3648

“Fray Pe"

In thanksgiving for God's guidence during past yesr snd

years

In_adoration for Christ, “the gifl of God's love”, and
for the Holy Spirlt with “quickening power”

In supplication for 8 New Year of increasing uselulness
in the Kingdom of God

In intercersion for: (1) your own life; (2) your home:
(3) your mociely; ({) your church; (5) your mssoci-
ation; (6) your state; (7) your southlsnd; (8) yoor
country; (9) your world

In petition for W.M.U. work: (1) among yoang people;
(2) through study classes; (3) in teaching ateward
ship; (4) in personal service; (5) through enliatment; (6) by prayer; (1) during

Shuck Centenmal

In behalf of Beptist Hundred Thousand Club and in pregaration for Mareh Week of

Prayer for Home Missions

-14=-

1—WEDNESDAY
Lord, give us grace for our future
rk

wWork.
; Commit thy works uala Jebovah.

—Prov. 1633
2—THURSDAY
Prnay for Mpn, F, W, Ammstroog,
president of Woman's Missionary
Unlon, Auxiliary ta Southem Bap-
tist Capvention.
God (s eble 10 make oll gruce aboond naty
you.—i Cor, 9:8
3—FRIDAY

For vice presidents of W.M.U. and
presidents of state Unions
Jebovad suengtben thes out al Zioa.

—Pg, 20:1,2
4+—SATURDAY
For Miss Kathleen Mallory, corre-
spobding secretary of W.M U, Aux-
fliary ta SHEC.
Jehavah will guide bes contipually.

—la. $5:01
5—~SUNDAY

Let us rededicate ourselves to the

advancement of the Kingdom.

Seek ye fisye Hh Klagdom —MaiL 6:3)
6—MONDAY

For $Miss Etbel Wiatiedd, assistant

ta the correaponding secretary of W.

M.U., Auxiliary 10 S.B.C,
My covemant wili 1 mot break.

—Pu, £9:14
7—TUESDAY

For Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Bagby {om
furlough), evangelistic and educa-
tional work, Porto Alegre, Braz)

A good pame is rather ta be choses thao
great tichey —Prav. 22:1

8—WEDNESDAY
Pray for $Miss Juliette Mather,
yaung peaple's secretary of WM.U,
Auziliary to S.B.C.
They (hat dea? Uuly are Hu delight.
—Prav. 12:i1

9—THURSDAY
For Mn. H, M. Whartoo and Mmn.
Sumter Lew, Jz, mcording and as-
sistant recording secretaries of W.

Falthial ls He that ealleth you, .

—1 Thems, $:24
10—FRIDAY
For Rev. and tMrs, M, T. Rankin
(om furlough) orlents) superintend-
ent, Shanghai, China
Great peacd havy ibey that kve Thy baw.

—Pa 119:183
11—SATURDAY
For $Miss Pesarde Bourne, amocate
young peopie’s secretary of WM.U,
I¢ ey man would come afier Me bet him
deny higwelt.—Msit 16:24
12—SUNDAY
Pray that sauthern Baptists may be
known as & tit )
Of )l that mﬁ.]nwn I will
surely give the Lenth umto Thee,
13—MONDAY by
Pray for annual sessians of W.M. U,
af Florida at Arcadia, Jan, 13-16.
Pray also for work af Hrazitian
WMU,
Be atrang and af good caurmge. -Josh, 1:9
14—TUESDAY
For Mra W. J. Cox, treasurer of W,
M.U,, and for state treasurers
That the aame aof cur Locd Jesus be glori-
fied 1o you—Il Them. J:12
15—-WEDNESDAY
Far Rev. and Mrns. J. C. Powell,
evangelistic wark, Shakl, Nigeria
Godlinesy is profitable fer lli-l.lblglg. nn
16—THURSDAY il
For Rev. and txxMrs. C. A, Leon-
ard, evangelistic work, Harbin, Man-
churia, and Charles and Rachel
Leonard, Margaret Fund studepts
There is o want to them that tear Him,
—— —Pra. 349
tAtiended W.M.U. Trelwing Scdool
sxAttended Bapliat Bibla Institute
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Qulemdar of Prayer
Janvary, 1936

“ENTO the hand of Him who died,
Who evermore doth Hve,

‘Thia strange snd solemn New Year’s patb

In trustful prayer we give.

‘TINOUGH for ut to hear His voice,
To feel His guiding hand,

To know each step !s bringing us
Nearer Emmanuel's land”,

Topie: Tip Kingdom of Hraven Is Like—

17—FRIDAY
Pray for Dr. and Mrs. E. N. Walne,
emeritus missinnaries from {amn
Hix beart is fined, trusting (m Jehovad.

~“Pw. 1i2:7

18—SATURDAY
For state W.M.U. corresponding sec-
retaries and young peaple's secreta-

riea

Be thon falthful wnta deatb.—Rev. 2:10
13—SUNDAY

Pray that there may be a lsrge in-

crease by soutbern Baptists in the

work of the Kingdom.

For the Kingdom I3 Jebovah's.

~—Pss 22:28
20—MONDAY

For editors of World Comrades and
for mid-year meeling of W.M.U.
Executive Committee and state W.
MU, corresponding s jes at
Birminghamw, Jan. 27.30
Wisdom is prafitable to dicect.

~Beet 10010

21—TUESDAY

For Rev. and Mrs. Nils Bengtson,

educational and evapgelistic work,

Barcel Spain, and § 1 Benrt-

son, Margaret Fund student

Guide me in Thy truth.—Pss. 25°S
22-.WEDNESDAY

For WM. leaders in  mission

study, stewsrdship, personal service,

White Crom, College YWA. and

Grace McBride YW A

Go wark 1odsy in My vineywsd.

—Msit. 200 28
23—THYRSDAY
For $Mias Doris Knight, educationat
work, Hwang-Hsien, China
Tewat in Jehoval wlth all thy le;:,:'
24—FRIDAY
For 'Re\r. and Mrs. D. H. LeS

1)

28—SATURDAY
For Misses {Katle Murmay and
T§0live Lawton (on fwriough),
evangelistic work, Chengehaw, China
It ia Christ Jawms . . . who aleo wakitb
inlescesslon for ws--Rom. 1:3¢
26—SUNDAY
Pray that the hearls of indifferent
Baptists may be quickened into mls-
sionary interest.
Falth apart from works & dead —Jan 1:16
27—MONDAY
Pray for tMim Jane W. Lide (on
furlough) and $Miss Florence Lide,
evangelistic and educational work,
Hwang-Hsien, China.
May the peaca of Christ rule In your
bears.—Cal. 3:18
20—=TUBSDAY

For resident members of WM. U.

Executive Committee in RBirming-

bam,

A faithin) tnas aball ebownd with blem-

ng.~Prov, 18:20
29—WEDNESDAY

For *Miss Juanite Byed (om fur-

fough), Shanghai Unfversity, Shang-

hai, China

Be ye steadingt.—3 Car, 15:$8
30—THURSDAY

For Rev. and tMn. T. B Hawlim,

:_vlngelistic work, Rafsela, Argen-

ina

Jehovah bath deen mladfol of ug.

—Paa 115 12
31—FRIDAY
For Rev. and Miy. S. J. Townshend,

les from Mexico,
and Claradine and Muartha LeSuene,
Margaret Fund students

listic work, Kweited, China
Ye shall go out with Joy.—1lm. 55:12

SAsiended W MU, Tralming Schost

To righteousness shalt thow be 4
—laa. $4:14

ded S Traloing Sehool
Former Megeret Fund Sindems
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STUDY _|9F

Mre. W. H. Gray, Alakgina

Societins, clrcles, fomitles and individuals wishing a more detalled ouiline Biis study ore reforred
10 the “Fomily Aliar” page with lis mony carefully gronped Scripbwes reforences.

TOPIC: “Like unto Leaven”—=3Mgi?. 13:33-35

The eleventh and twelfth
chapters of Matthew’s
Gospel tell a story of Je-
sus as He rebuked unbe-
lievers and answered crit-
icisms of the Phacisees.
Then He left the house
and went to the seaside.

: ——— Crowda followed. Enter-
ing a ship He sat where the poople
along the water’s edge could see Him.
He knew how traditions had dimmed
their vision. He knew too that they
did not grasp the idea of a spiritual
Kingdom. He taught them in parables.
Later He went into the house with the
disciples and answered their questions.
He spoke other parables to the disciples.
Thus seven parables are grouped in one
day’s teaching. These are recorded in
the (hirtcenth chapter of Matihew.
Looking at the seven together we see
something of the nature of the Kingdom
of Heaven, the conditions of entrance
and the method of its establishment.
Indeed the final pucification of believ-
ers is promised.

Our parable for study today is the
one in which Jesus said, “The Kingdom
of Heaven is like unto leaven”. Christ’s
best work in men's hearts cannot be
seen. The result of this secret power is
“a new creature”. Christ’s work upon
the mass of humanity is unseen. The

leaven of Christianity will permeate the
. “The earth shall be filled

the ends of the earth”.

Individual effort and personal influ-
ence spread the blessings of Christianity.
Christ is the source of power to over-
come evil and to bring about any clange
for good. It {s not enough to cast out
the old leaven of evil. new leaven
of Christ within the heart is the only
hope.

This year you are usng twelve misdonary
programs to set forth Bible teachiogs on
Kingdom. You enter the New Year
prayer, “Thy Kingdom come”. You
something of the story of the spread of
Gospel in the bomeland and abroad.
your foission magazines you will receive
of the kaven working among the races

wer of jon with the strength o
::ow. You mm the end of 1936 con
vinced that “the soul of ail improvement
the improvement of the soul”, “Unto you it
is given to know the mysteries of the King-
dom of Heaven”. *1 love Thy Kingdom
Lord", “Thy Kingdom come!"”

|

“The story, like a float, keeps the truth from sinking; like a nail, fastens it
in the mind: like the leather of an arrow, makes it strike; and like the barb, makes

it stieck”, (Dy. T. Gathrie)
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Miss Inabelle Coleman, Virgisia
Pegter Suggestion: Sketch an arched opened gate through which are marching repre-
sentetives in national costume from all nations of the world. They carmry Christian flags as
they enter the year 1936 inscribed on the gate. On the arch print The Xingdom of God,
Under this significant pictuse, print anbouncement of mecting, and so forth.

—-.n-_o_._

New Year Contacling: Nineteen-thirty-six year books unique and attractive to business
women are the dime-store, pocket-size diary oe calendar books for recording daily appoint-
ments. Careiully fill out frontispiece for every member On B.W.C. days, as scheduled for
meeting, neatly print subject, leader, time, place and so forth. Mark significantly with Sarip-
ture the special seasons and designated days for prayer. On the cash account page print the
circle's financial goal for 1936 and 3 stewardship verse. On the ¢atrs tmemorandum pages in
the back, neatly print othee facts and announcements desiced in vear book, as: montbly cakn-
dar of pertonal service, name of missionary supported by WM S. or church; roll and address
of BW.C. members, and so forth, so forth, as the needs Every ber will ¢
auch & book for her purse not ony for its B.W.C. facts but also for its practical use.

TOPIC for MONTH : The KINGDOM of HEAVEN IS LIKE . ..
Exgltgtion for 1936: “Lead On, O King Eternal” (See W.AMM.U. Year Book.)
Consecrgtion for 1936 in Prayer
Explenation of the Watciword for 1936— John 20:21 (Page 5)

Dedication Hymn—'"Take My Life and Let It Be"”

Presentation of Business and News from Far and Near {Pages 12-13)
Consummation for 1936—“Thy Kingdom Come" {Page 20)

Invitation of “the King and His Subjects” (Page 21)

Exemplification of *“the Nature of the Kingdom™ {Page 22)
Impersonation of “the Enemies of the Kingdom™ (in Costume) (Page 26)
Adaptation of This Challenge—(Duct) “Rescue the Perishing”
Commendation of ‘‘the Needs of the Kingdom™ (Page 27)

B Realization that “the Kingdom of Heaven Is at Hang"” (Page 28)
W Orientation of Our Own Hearts (o His Kingdom—(Silence for Pre yer and Medita-

tion)

“Charter” Stodents of Baptist Women’s
Trainisg School at Fukuoks, Japan—
Founded April 1935

PROGRAM PLANS
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Mrs. T. M. Pitiman, North Carolisa
With the PROGRAM COMMITTEE

1936! A new date and,
for our missionary socie-
%1 ties, a new watchword—
. “Thy Kingdom come” —
taken from the prayer our
Lord gave to His disci-
plea.

Jesus said to His fol-
lowers, “After this man-
oer pray ye¢''. Then in His model
praver He gave as the first petition to
the Father the request that His King-
dom might spread over the whole earth.
In this prayer of less than seventy
words there is a closing acknowledg-
ment that the Kingdom bas already
been established through the power and
to the glory of God. It was as if our
Saviour told His bearers to pray first
for tbe spread of the Kingdom and to
close all prayers by thanksgiving to
God for the Kingdom already in the
world.

How many of us today include these
two things in our prayers? If we trans-
late this into our present day thoughts,
it would mean a petition for the spread
of the Gospel in our own land and
throughout the world. The closing
prayer would be of thanksgiving for
those who have come into the Kingdom
through the pewer of God and who are
living to His glory. Should each of us
surely pray after this manner, would not
the Kingdom be more established in
each heart and its spread throughout
the world be more rapid?

The Program Committee can do much for
the spiritual strengthening of 1be society
through thbe right remdering of this program.
It cames at o time when most people are

A leader may suggest topics of prayer, but
most of the time should be spent in vohm-
tary or in silent prayer. Are thers special ob-
jects the society is working for? Are there
indifferent women to be reached? Are there
young people to be trained? All these shoyld
be prayed for aloud or in silence.

Carty this spirit of prayer into the soclety
meeting. Try to make the program a con-
tinuation of the prayer meeting that precedes
it. The material given by BMrs, Creagmaa
{pages 20-29) is full of the spirit of the
Kingdom and sbould lead each member of the
society Lo repewed dedication to Kingdom
thoughts, words and deeds.

“Thy Kiogdom Come” (page 20) gives the
foundation for a talk that should explain the
study outline for the year as well a» give an
introduction to the January program. The
same speaker may aslso include in ber talk
“The King and His Subjects” (page 27). At
the close of this talk, all should bow in silemt
prayer, each asking for berself that she may
be a loyal, devoted subject of the Kingdom,
one of whom the King need never be
ashamed,

“The Nature of the Kingdom™ (page 22)
may be introduced by the leader, Three
women may take the three topics: —'It Is
Preciows Like 3 Peart”; 2—*It Ja Powerful
Like Leaven”; 3—"It Grows Like the Must-
ard Seed”.

“Fnemies of the Kingdom” and “The Needa
of the Kingdom™ may be united into ons talk
{poges 26-27).

It the above suggestions require movre
women than it seems best to put om one pro-
gram, two women could divide the subjects
between them. The great purpose in the
thoughts of the Program Committee is to
make this a meeting of spiritual power. Re.
vivals have more than once begun in a grouwp
of prayerful wormen. Kingdom enterprises
in our own localities may be strengthemed smd
buiit up by our renewed zeal. The Sunday
school, young people’s societies, the weekly




PROGRAM for JANUARY

® ®

Tha ¥ist of reference material givew of dose of this program is the chief tource wed in the
preporation of thix program, amd credit is hereby glven for focts omd suggestions detived there.
Jrom as well as for masier quoted in whole or in part. Further interesting moterial and help
moy be found m this listed matericl and in leaflets suggested in this mumber whﬁ_:i may be
obigined for ¢ few cemss from WALY, Literaiure Depariment, 111 Comer Bldg., Birminghom.

Ala. See list of leaflets on poge 3.

4 Prepared by Mrs. C. D. Creasman, Tennessee

THEME for YEAR:

Thy Kingdom Come

TOPIC for MONTH: The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like . . .
Hymn for Year—Lead On. O King Eternal

Watchword for Year—Jesus said:
you".~=JoAn 20:21

“As the Father hath sent Me, even so send [

Bible Study—“Like unto Leaven”—Matt. 13:33-35 (See page 17.)
Prayer that this may be a great year for the extension of the Kingdom of Christ

Hymn—I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord
Thy Kingdom Come

Hymn—Come Thou Almighty King
The Nature of the Kingdom

—-The King and His Subjects

—The Enemies of the Kingdom

Prayer that we may win the victory over the enemies of the Kingdom

The Needs of the Kingdom
Hymo—The Kingdom Is Coming

—The Kingdom of Heaven Is at Hand

Prayer that we may do our utmost to hasten 1he coming of the Kingdom

TRY KINGDOM COME
“Thy Kingdom
Come"” is the
theme of our
program topics
for 1936. What
abeautiful,
what a compre-
hensive, what a
challenging
theme it is! It
is a prayer —a
part of the
mode!l prayer
which Jesus
taught His dis-
o ciples to pray.
It is 3 missionary prayer, and it can
be uttered only by these who desire the
reign of Christ in the hearts of al) peo-
ple. This prayer answered would solve
all of earth’s problems; would bring the
end of all things evil and the glorious
consummation of all things good.
The central word in this prayer is
that much used Bible term, Kingdom.

This word is used 250 times in the Old
Testament and 160 times in the New.
Promises of a coming King and King-
dom run like a golden thread through
prophecy, and references to this King-
domn appear on almost every page of the
Gospels and frequently in the writings
of Paul. There is much controversy
among Bible scholars as to the whole
meapnirg of the word kingdom as ap-
plied to the reignt of Christ. Some fine
distinctions are made as to the differ-
ences between the Kingdom of Heaven
and the Kingdom of God. Tt will not
be the purpose of these programs on the
Kingdom to go into these muted theo-
logical questions. We shall keep to the
interpretation of the Kingdom to which
afl agree, and that is: that for the pres-
ent, at least, the Kingdom is spiritual.
Some in our midst believe that the time
will come, and perhaps is pear, when
Christ will return to earth, set up His
Kingdom and rule here on earth for at
least a thousand years. Others do oot
believe that the Kingdom will ever thus
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become a literal fact. But we all believe
that for the present the Kingdom ls only
gpiritual.  Paul said: “The Kingdom
of God is nol eatiog and drinking, but
righteousness and pesce and joy in the

Holy Spirit", Jesus said; “My King-
dom is not of this world”, and again,
“The Kingdom of God is within you”.
In the words of Francis Edward Mar-
sten:

“Think not to find this Kingdom great,
Upon some distant star,

Or in the pomps of royal state,
Or favored land afar;

Where sunny skies bend low to kiss
The foliage's brilliant graen,
And souls of men are soothed to bliss

In other ¢limes unseen,

Serene although through doubt's cloud-rifts,
Unseen in light of day,

Within thy heart His Kingdom lifty
Its never-ending sway!”

11 is this Kingdom within us, this reign
of Christ in the hearts of men, that we
shall distuss in these programs which
shall lead us to peray, “Thy Kingdom
come".

This spiritual Kingdom knows no lim-
its of geography or chronology. “Of
His Kingdom there shall be no end”, is
the promise—no end as to space or time.
It shall extend ta all the people of all
the earth, It shall reach even to the
other world, for it is “of Heaven”. It
shall not end with time but shall extend
on for ever and ever, for it is “‘of God"
and God is etermal. As Dr. Alexander
says: “It is present wherever will bows
to God: it is future as to complete real-
{2ation. in a Heaven from whence it
comes and to which, like its King, it
belongs even while on earth”.

Thy Kingdom comel Surely it is
the biggest, the greatest, the most im-
portant prayer that a Christlan can ut-
ter. And that is to be the theme for
our programa for this year. Let us go
into this study with l.c bope that we
shall, during the year 1936, learn to
pray this prayer with more earnestness
and undersianding, and that we shall
learn better how to hastamithe time
when His Kingdony shall

The KING ond HIS

A KINGDOM must B
the nature of the

on the nature of the king. The reason
that earthly kingdoms have so often
failed is because earthly kings so seldom
measure up to their kingly positioh.
But the Kingdom of Heaven bhas the
perfect King. Jesus, the son of God,
is its King. Those announcing His
coming to earth proctaimed Him as one
whose Kingdom should have no end.
Even while He lay as a babe, cradled
in Bethlehern's manger, wise men came
asking, “Where is He that is born King
of the Jews?” Toward the end of His
earthly ministry for a short period He
assumed His position as King, riding
into Jerusalem, the city of kings, and
allowing His enthusiastic disciples ta
hail Him as King, shouting “Hosanna:
blessed is He that cometh in the name
of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”
At His trial when Pilate asked, “Art
Thou then a King?” He answered,
“Thou sayest that I am a King". The
insctiption over His cross was, “This i8
Jesus, the King of the Jews”. To Paul
esus was King not only of the Jews
ut also of the whole universe. He hails
Him as King of kings and Lord of lords,
and says, “He muat reign until He hath
put sll enemies under His feet”. Yes,
Jesus is King. His will is . His

Kingdom il. divine; b .

divive,




He is all powerful, His Kingdom is all
powerful; becante He is eternal, His

Kingdom is without end, As George R,
Mendling says:

“He is indeed a King, morally 2 King, intellectuslly a King, every inch a King,

His Kingdon: is almost world-wide.

The highest geniuses of earth bow before Him.
The greatest poets in the world praise Him.

The best art is His.
The noblest of architecture is His,
The gems of literature are His,

loftiest music of the ages is His.
untless millions of human hearts are His.

Ecte Homo! (Bekold the Man/!)
Ecce Deust (Bekold Godl)
Ecce Rex!” (Behold the Kingl)

Every real kingdom must have sub-
jects. Who are the subjects of the
Kingdom of Heaven?> There is but one
answer—those who accept Jesus as
King. The entrance into this Kingdom
is by way of the blood, the royal blood
of the King shed for the remission of
sins. The pass wards of entrance are
repentance and faith. The symbol of
membership is baptism. The invitation
for entrance is universal—‘“Whosoever
will, let kim come”. Membership in this
Kingdom is not decided by lineage or
title, ar race relationships, or geographi-
cal boundaries, or color, or by terms of
wealth or poverty, learning or ignorance.
Subjects are born into this Kingdom
by the new birth. There is no other
means of entrance. And they become
not only subjects but children of the
King, “beirs of God and joint heirs with
Jesus Christ”.

The King of this Kingdom requires
of His subjects loyalty, love and obedi-
ence, and those who are truly His sub-
jects give these to Him in abundance.
Dr, T. P, Stafford, in “A Study of the
Kingdom”, says: “Never did a king
have sybjects so loyal, so obedient. . . .
He commands some 10 lay their heads
on the block and they obey. He com-
mands some to ascend the scaffold and
they besitate not. He requires some to
face a frowning, sneering, bating world,
inflicting tortures long drawn out, and
they refuse not. He calls upon some
to languish ie jail, and they do it sing-
ing psalms. He serds some into far-

away jungles, and they go with radiant
hope. Where He tells them to go the
winter winds are as zephyrs. Because
He commands it the heaviest burdens
are light and the hardest tasks are
easy”. Napoleon said, in discussing the
xand o(&u}m Ty,
[ er, ; and I my-
self founded great empires; but upon
what did the creations of our genius de-
pend? Upon forcel Jesus alone found-
ed His empire upon love, and to this
very day millions would die for Him".

A British soldier whose wound was
being probed for a bullet said, “Cut any
deeper, Surgeon, and you will find the
king”. In his heart his earthly king
was enshrined. In the hearts of the
members of the Kingdom of God, Jesus
is enshrined as King. He is there ¢n
the throne to be loved wholly, to be
obeyed implicitly, to be served faith-
fully, Never was there such a King
with such a Kingdom. May it expand
until ali men are His subjects!

The NATURE of the KINGDOM

'l'O DISCUSS in full the pature of ihe

Kingdom we would have to quote 2
large part of the New Testament, for
much of it is 2 study of the Kingdom.
giving the life of its King, the require
Eems of entrance, ity attributes and atl;b;

ws governing its development

growth. Paul described the Kingdom
in three meaningful words, declaring the
Kingdom of God to be “rightecusaess
and peace and joy”. The word right-
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consness not only pictures the character
of the King Himself, but it also indi-
cates that all who enter His Kingdom
must put on His righteousness and live
a blameless life. The word pesce not
only indicates that tbose who are in
this Kingdom have their peace of mind
and soul that passes understanding, but
it also suggests that the Kingdom is not
one of hatred, strife and warfare but
of fellowship and brotherly love. The
word joy suggests all the blessings of
the Kingdom in this world and the eter-
nal bliss of the world to come.

Many of Jesus’ teachings describe the
nature of the Kingdom. His favorite
method of beginning His discourses is
by saying that “The Kingdom of Heav-
en is like”. Then by parables, by meta-
phors and by comparisons He tells us
of the beautiful mysteries of the King-
dom. He realizes that His Kingdom is
too great, (oo wonderful for our finite
minds to understand in full, and so He
compares it to things we know about to
help us better to understand its mean-
ing. Let us take a few of His compari-
sons for further study of the nature of
His Kingdom.

It s Precleas Like o Pearl

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto
a man that is a2 merchant seeking goodly
pearls: and having found one pearl of
great price, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it”.—Matt. 13:45,46

At the time of Cbrist the pear! was
the most valuable of all jewels, The
picture of the parable is that of a jew-
eler, one who had traveled over land
and over sea seeking goodly pearls. He
dnubtless had a wanderful collection—
big pearls and little pearls, black pearls
and white pearls, pearls of every size
and of every kind, Pearls were his pas-
sion. One day he heard of one special
and very marvelous pearl, far more won-
derful than any in his coflsction.
idea of that pesr] possessed him. He
thought of it by d=y, 5 d af

it by night. Them W  could 'wait
0o longer he went to . B Be
found that iv "

than he Had d )
jewel he X

78 g

prige?” he asked and then, in trembling
excitement, awaited the answer. When
the value was given he learned that it
was & pearl of great price, worth far
more than all his other jewels put to-
gether. Perhaps at first he felt that he
couldn't give up all his gems for just
one. I_)oubtlus he returned to bis shop,

pearl in ali tbe world, but in the King-
dom of Heaven all that seek shail find.
All must be given up to obtain the pearl
of great price, but it is worth infinitely
more than it costs. Ves, the Kingdom
of God is worth more than bhouses and
lands, than wealth and fame, than
beauty and pleasure—more than all the
vain things that men strive after, We
can well afford to give up all the paltry
gems of life in order to possess this one
pearl.

There i3 a sense in which the King-
dom of God costs nothing. Its entrance
is free, for the King paid the price with
His own precious blood. But those who
enter the Kingdom find aiso that thers
is something to give up, that it costs
something to be a follower of Jesus. “If
any man would come after Me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and
iollow Me”. “He that loveth father or
mother more than Me is not worthy of
Me”. Yes, we must give up things for

Jearn that this pear]l of great




turned to us with a new luster added to
its beauty.

The great missionary, David Living-
. ‘stone, made the following resolution: I
will place no value on anything I have
of may possess except in its relationship
to the Kingdom of Christ. If anything
I have will advance the interests of that
Kingdom it shall be given up or kept as
by keeping,or giving it I shall most pro-
mote thmzry of Him to whom 1 owe
all my hopes, both of time and eternity.
May grace be given me to adhere to
this!” In these words is found the
spirit of all true missionaries. They
gladly leave homeland and friends and
all things dear to go out and endure
hardships and privations tbat the King-
dom might be extended. To them surely
the Kingdom is a pear) of great price,
worth more than anything else in the
world. Have we placed this value on
the Kingdom? If so then we 100 will be
willing to make real sacrifices for the
sake of that Kingdom.

It Is Powerful, Like the Leaven

“The Kingdom of Heaven is Jike unto
leaven, which a woman took and hid in
three measures of meal till it was al!
leavened”.—Mag2e. 13:33

The picture here is a commonplace
one—just a woman with flour and yeast
making bread. What an ordinary thing
with which to compare the greatest
power in the universe! How like the
Master to bring the Kingdom down to
where we live, to something we can un-
derstand! We all know the power of
the yeast in the bread. It is what gives
the bread life and rising quality. This

yoman had three measures of meal, or

bout a busbel and a peck, and only a
ittle bit of the leaven. But she mixed
them together and the leaven had the
power to change every particle of that
bread. This parable can be applied,
first, to the individual life. Christian-
ity, like the leaven, working slowly and
quietly, transforms every part of man’s
moral nature, every capacity of his till
the entire man, spirit and soul and body,
is changed. Then that individual him-
self becomes as leaven, operating on the
life of his neighbor. His influence

sﬁ:uds through the lives of others like
the leaven penetrates the dough. And
the combined influence of Christian indi.
viduals working through their churches,
through every Kingdom agency, spreads
through the world like the leaven in the
widow’s meal,

The figume of the leaven reminds us
that the influence of the Kingdom is
often invisible and silent. Just as the
leaven was hidden in the meal and be-
gan its transforming work without out-
ward show, so does the Kingdom of
Heaven often work without noise or oul-
ward demonstration of its power, Be-
fore we know it a great lump of dough
is leavened by its quiet influence. How
often has this been demonstrated in the
life of some individual—some quiet un.
ostentatious person with Jesus in his
heart — who works for the Kingdom
without the knowledge of others and by
and by the world leams that a great
force has been in operation.

Another lesson from the leaven is that
it works througb contact. “The dough
i3 not put on one shelf and the leaven
on another; the bit of leaven is plunged
into the heart of the mass, and then the
woman kneads the whole up in her pan
and so the influence is spread”. “Each
particle of leaven affects those particles
next to it, these the next and so on until
the whole mass has been permeated with
the fermenting power and the heavy
lumps of dough have been changed into
light loaves of bread, ready for baking".
Surely the Kingdom is like that. Itsin-
fluence is to be spread- by personai con.
tact. Those who have the message are
to tell it to those who have it not and
on and on it is to go until everybody has
it. Thal is the way the Kingdom has
spread thus far: the early disciples told
others and those told still others until it
came to you and me, And by this same
method it must go ot and on, the Jeaven
working its way out to the whole lump.

It Grows Like the Mustard Seed

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto
a grain of mustard seed, which a map
took and sowed in his field; which in-
deed is less than all seeds: but when it
is grown it {3 greater than the herbs and

s

becomath a tree, so that the birds of
the Heaven come lodge in the
branches thereof”.—Maté. 13:31,32

The musterd seed, while not the
smallest of all seed, was the smallest
knowe ¢o the Jewish people. The rab-
bis had the habit of calling the smalieat
possible quantity ‘“the quantity of the
mustard seed”. Yet though so small,
when it was sown and grown up, it be-
came larger than all the other herbs and
put on great branchea so that birds
could lodge under their shadow. It was
this seed that Jesus used to illustrate
the growth of the Kingdom, Even while
He spoke this parable the Kingdom was
starling in a very small way, like the
smaliest seed known to His hearers, but
He promised them that it should become
like a great tree,

How wonderiully has the promise of
this parable come true! The Kingdom
started in such a small way—just a babe
lying in a manger in a little practically
unknown Judean town. That babe be-
came a man, working great wonders and
teaching great doctrines, but He wag de-
spised and rejected hy the mighty ones
of earth. His followers were only a few
fishermen and peasants belonging to a
subdued nation. He Himself was (inally
crucified and buried. But He arose
from the dead, rallied His few followers
and. after commanding them to spread
His Kingdom throughout the earth, as-
cended to Heaven, leaving the task with
them, Such a small beginning—not
many more than 500 in all the world—
just a grain of mustard seed. But, ah,
how that seed did grow! Three thou-
sand were added to their number in one
day. Within a few years the Kingdom
was preached throughout the Roman
Empire. By the end of the st century
there were half a million Christians, by
the end of the 2nd centucy two million,
by the end of the 10th century fifty mil-
lion, and tn 1930 the nominal Christians
of the world numbered six bundred and
eighty million. Surely the mustard seed
has become a great tree,

We find in the history of the progress
of the Ki:fdom many illustrations of
the mustard seed parable, There is the

story of the English Bible. Four hun-

years ago the common version was
first given to the people. Who can esti-
mate the influence of the Book during
these years? '“Think of what it has
done in the bullding u}: of the character
of the English-speaking people of the
world. Think what it has done through
the institutions of Christianity which
have been oourished by it. Think of
all the fruits of the Seriptures in per-.
sanal lives In education and culture”.
And today over thirty million copies are
sold annually by the American Bible
Society. The mustard seed has grown to
great praportions.

The modern missionary movement
started in a small way—just one poor
Baptist cobbler preacher, studylng his
Bible and the map of the world while
he mended shoes. And now behol a
movement in which every denomination
is engaged and which has spread te ev-
ery known country of the world! Amer-
ican missionary work started with a hay
stack prayer meeting conducted by a
few students. And today thousands of
people give millions of dollars annually
to send the Gospe! around the world to
a billion lost people,

Consider southern Baptist beginnings.
In 1845 three hundred and twenty-eight
delegates, representing a constituency of
about three hundred and fifty thousand,
organized the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, and today we number over four
miltian.

Consider the beginnings of missionary
work in China. Just a little Baptist
church of five members organized by
Mr. and Mrs, Shuck, and today hun-
dreds of churches with a membership of
41,450 in our Baptist churches, there
being over four hundred thousand
Christians of all denominations in
China.

We could go on into every country
and into every department of our work
with iustrations of the growth of the
Kingdom, History proves that the
Kingdom of God tfmws like a mustard
seed, So let us desplse not small be-
ginningsbuttakeourlumiromthe
mustard seed, believing that by the
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power of God our small beginnings may
grow to great achievements.
ENEMIES of the KINGDOM
SOME of the parables of the Kingdom
as told by Jesus reveal that there

are many enemies fighting the progress
of the Kingdom in the world. 1In the
parable of the sower He tells of thorns
choking out the seed of the Word. In
another.garable He tells of the evil one
sowing tares among the wheat, Let us
consider some of the forces of evil
which are as thorns and tares working
against the growth of the Kingdom to-
day.

Low Moral Standards — Low moral
standards are as tares among the wheat
of righteous living. We need only to
look around us, or perbaps in our own
bearts, to realize that moral ideals are
getting lower all the time. Where are
our old-fashioned ideals of modesty,
honesty and right living? We wink at
things today that would have been abso-
Jutely forbidden among decent people a
few years back. Even Christian people
are feeling that it is an evidence of wis-
dom, emancipation and progress to set
up new standards of moral and social
conduct. Divorces are becoming more
prevalent and are held in less disrepute
every day. Not only our young men
but our young women are smoking cig-
arettes and thinking that it is all right.
Strict Sabbath observance is almost a
thing of the past. In most of our cities
and towns the stores, filling stations and
even ball parks and picture shows are
open on Sunday just as during the week.
And where is the family that really ob-
serves the day as a sacred one? Alas,
be day is given over—even by Chris-

ians—to big dinners wbich somebody
must cook, to reading the enlarged Sun-
day editibns of the newspapers which
are full of anything but sacred reading
matter, to joy rides, family parties, pic-
nics etc. These tares of low moral
standards are choking the spirituality
out of the lives of the children of the
Kingdom, making them unfit for King-
dom service,

Materialistn —  The world is money
mad. People are forgetting God for

gain, They are selling their souls for
wealth. What is it that produces cor-
ruption in politics? Desire for money.
What is it that makes men dishonest in
business? Desire for greater profits,
What is it that is back of every gam.
bling devicer The appeal of unearned
possessions. What is it that so often
makes women forget God and His King-
dom? The love of cars and clothes,
of furniture and fashion, of powders and
perfumes, of rich food and riotous liv-
ing. Material things so absorb their
attention that there iz no time or
thought or money for the spiritual
things of God's Kingdom. The cares of
this world choke out the seed of the
Word of God which should be bearing
fruit in their lives,

Race Prejudice—There is no greater
enemy to the cause of Christ than race
prejudice. Where did the idea originate
that one race of people is superior to
another? Certainly not with God, for
“God is no rtespecter of persons, . . .
and hath made of one blood all nations
of men”. All races have their strong
points and their weak ones, each is su-
perior in some lines and inferior in
others. If we chance to be superior in
some respects to other people it is be-
cause we are especially blessed of God
and He expects us to use those special
blessings not in displaying the superior
attitude over others but in the humility
of Joving service. '"“He that is greatest
among you let him be servant of all” is
a rule which applies to nations as well
as to individuals. Those who have been
commissioned with 1he task of giving the
Gospel to foreign nations tell us that
the superiority complex of the white race
has been a great stumbling block in the
progress of the Kingdom. Some man of
the colored race has explained the pale-
ness of the white man by saying that
once he was colored and God asked him
what he had done to his brother and
he turned white with fear. Food for
thought in that, don’t you think?
Hatred—God is love. Jesus came to
bring love into the world. There is no
place for hatred in His Kingdom, and
yet the world is full of hatred. The first

-26—

child ever born inta the world hated
and killed his brother. Ever since broth-
ers have been hating and destroying
each other. There were ten thoussnd
murders in the United States last year.
We had to our shame a record of fif.
teen lynchings for the year 1934, All
100 often there are dissensions even in
our churches—Christian brothers batiog
and fighting each other, when they
ought tosbe working together to spread
the Kingdom of love around the world,
The thorns of hatred, how they choke
out the seed of lave and hinder the
growth of the Word of God in the hearts
of men!

War—Hatred and greed and race
prejudice lead to war. Even while this
is being written two pations (ome of
them deing a so-called Christian nation
of the “superior’” white race) are at each
other’s throat in grim and desperate war.
fare. - Yes, after all of our efforts for
peace—with the World Court, the
League of Nations and many other or-
ganizations working for international
good will—the tramping of soldiers and
the roaring of cannon shout in our
ears: “You say peace, peace, but there
is no peace”. Even before this program
shall be given we may be in the midst
of another world war. All of Europe
is an armed camp, and our own nation
is spending {1935) over a billion dol-
lars on its army and navy. How can we
hope to bring in the Kingdom of the
Prince of Peace when Christian nations
are ceady to fight each other at the
slightest provacation? There is no place
for war in the Kingdom of God—except
for war against the evils in our awn
hearts and in the world about us. We
should do everything possible against
1hese tares that the evil one has sawed
in the world. We should do our utmost
that the seed of the Word may grow
and bring in a great harvest of souls
wonh 1o the Kingdom.

The NEEDS of the KINGDOM
AE WE discuss the needs of the King-
dom we turn to two other parables

of Jesus, The first is the parable of
the householder. Jesus said, “The

Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a map
that was a bousebolder who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers
into his vineyard”, We remember how,
according to the parable, that as the day
progressed he hired group after group
to go work in his vineyard. Even at the
cleventh hour finding others standing,
be said to them: “Why stand ye here
all the day idle?” To which they re-
plied, “Because no man has hired us”".
Then said he, ““Go ye also into my vine-
yard”. Surely thii})arable suggests the
great need of emlistment. So many
Christians, so many Baptists still stand
idle all the day while there is much work
waiting to be done in the vineyard, At
least sixty-eight percent of southern
Baptists are absolutely uneplisted in
any Kingdom watk. I am syre that Je.
gus would say to these: ‘Why stand ye
here all the day idle? Have you.not
heard My command to go and preach
the Gospel to every creature? Know
you not that millions are dying who
might be reached by your money, your
prayers and your service? Why stand
ye here idle while the Kingdom bas so
great need of your service?” And per-
haps many of these unenlisted ones
would answer: “Because no man has
hired us. Because nobody has made us
realize the importance of the command
to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom;
because nobody has told us of the need
of earth’s lost millions; because no one
has enlisted us”. Yes, a need of the
Kingdom is to enlist all the uneplisted.

Give us a watchward for the day,
A word to guide us all the way,

A word to rouse us from our rest
To work and pray and do our best;
A word te thrill us and inspire
And call us to attainments higher.
The call is given, let none resist,
Qur watchword is ENLIST! ENLIST!

The other parable which svggests a
need of the Kingdom today is the para-
ble of the talents. This is too familiar
ta need to be retold. We know its les
son of stewardship. What we need to-
day is faithful stewards in the Kingdom.
The King is away for a period, and He
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has left us with talents, abilities, mate-
rial possessions, all of which He expects
us to use for His glory. And alas!
" many of His servants have rolled their
talents in napkins of indifference and
selfishness and have buried them by dis-
use and misuse. Southern Baptists have
a combined annual income of over a
billion dollars. Our tithe would be
about a jyndred and twenty-five million
and yet we gave last year less than
twenty-five million to all causes, only
about four million being for missionary
and benevolent causes. Qur average
per capita income is about $300 a year.
A tithe of that would be an average of
$30 a year for each southern Baptist.
But our per capita gifts last year were
only $5.63, and our per capita gilts to
missions only 93c. Per member gifts by
the day were less than one-fourth of
one cent. Only one out of every nine-
teen of us is a tither. Surely then the
need of the Kingdom is more faithful
stewards — those who will pay their
tithes and use all the Lorad's gifts for
the Lord’s glory till He comes again.

The KINGDOM of HEAVEN IS at
HAND

ESUS’ message as He began His min-

istry was, “The Kingdom of Heaven
is at hand”. What a glorious, what a
hopeful, what an arresting message was
thatl Listen, you Galilean fishermen,
you Judean shepherds, you priests and
scribes and Pharisees, all you children
of Israel, the Kingdom of Heaven—all
that for which you sigh and for which
you have waited so long—is here, right
at your hand. The King is come and
walks among you. The Kingdom which
He was to bring is at hand, This King-

{

dom means healing for your sick. It
means sight for your blind and

for your deaf. It means a Gospel of
good tidings preached to your poor. It
means forgiveness of sin. It means pal.
vation for the lost. ‘This Kingdom, 1his
glorious Kingdom of righteousness and
peace and joy is at band, so near that
ail you need 10 do i3 to reach out and
take it and claim it as your posseasion.

In this good year of 1936 I think I
bear the old message ringing out again,
“The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”.
The Kingdom of Jesus with all of its
hope of salvation for a lost world is at
hand. It still means healing for the
sick. Tt still means rest for the weary.
It still means salvation for the lost. The
oppottunities of today bring the King-
dom closer at hand even than it was
when the King Himself walked the
earth. He reached only a few people;
we can reach millions. His spoken word
reached only to those within the sound
of His voice; His written Word has
been translated into over 800 languages
and can be sent around the world.
When He was here people were not
ready to receive Him in any great num-
bers; but today the whole wide world
is open (o His message and the hearts
of people of many nations are ready to
receive Him. In all His earthly mis-
sion He won only about five hundred
converls; we can hope during this year
to baptize maney, many times that
maoy in His name.

The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand|
Let us reach out and claim its blessing
and seize its opportunities as we go out
to spread the glorious tidings of the
coming of the Kingdom to people of
every nation.

B s | T

QUESTIONS tor REVIEW and DISCUBSION

1. What is our watchword for this year?

2. How many times is the word Kingdom used in the Old Testament? In the

New?

3. Give Scripture showing that Jesus is King,

4. Who are the subjects in the Kingdom of Jesus?

$. Discuas the manner of entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven.
6. How is the Kingdom like a pearl of great price?

7. How is the Kingdom like leaven?

of enlistment.
. What percent of southern Baptists are unenlisted?
. What can we do to meet the present opportunities of the Kingdom.

———— .
REFERENCE MATERIAL

The Window of Y.W.A.

Home snd Foreign Fields
Southern Baptist Handbook
Christ's Militant Kingdom

—World Comrades

—State Baptist Papers
E. P,

... R. Scarborough

By GOD'S GOODNESS, for GOD'S GLORY

TIIB Inst repert (Nov. 1) as to the 1935 Annie W. Armstrong Offering for Home
Misslons showed that the Home Mission Board had reccived $191,426.39, which
was $2,073.61 shart of the March week's gosl. However, in the goal of $143,500
was Inc¢luded an (tem of $1,680 for pemsiens for Home Board missiensries, bat the
Board has decided mot te emter inlo the pension plan end thus the $1,589 was mot
needed (or such a purpose. Therefore, the goal might have been set at ounly $191,-
920, which the actual receipts falled to reach by merely $493.61. Sarely such &
record wan & good gift from God and surely it will greatly add to His gloryl

Bat suppose wome individuals, some circles, some eocieties had given just a
bitle meret How esslly the $498.61 —or even the $2,073.61 —could have beem
raised] The goal for the 1936 Annie W. Armstrang Offering 1v $105,800. Right
now wlll mot [ndlvidan]l membera, circles and societies plan to give this March at
least 10 percent more thas they gave last March, thus revealing oll the more the
geoidnenn and glory of Ged?

HIS up-to-date picture of “Miss Royal Service”
T is the artistic gift of Misa Beulah Huber and

Miss Catherine St. John, both from Carmi, Illi-
nois. Graphically does it forecast the time when its
banner will proudly and gratefully bear the name of
each state which reaches its annual goal of renewals
and new subscriptions for the magazine. Help your
state thus to be distinguished and also thus to be more
missionary minded because you and your circle and
your society

RENEW, SUBSCRIBE
at 50c a year for

ROYAL SERVICE

1111 Comer Hidg.
Birmingham, Als
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COLLEGE Y.W A.

Misa Juliette Mather, W.M.U. Yeung People’s Secretary
“At BOME to the FUTURE”

Abbie Grabam, scintillating
authar, remarks that on‘New
Year's Eve I am at hame to
the future, I wait to hear her
ring the doorbell of the
worlkd”. Continving in im-
aginative vein she describes
the arrival aof this guest with
her bands full of giits—hours,

“boons <o rare”. As the W,
M.U. young peaple’s director or counselor of
any W M.U. organization quiets her beart op
New Year's Eve she too can be "3t home to
the future”, and the gifts that 1936 brings to
ber will be not merely temmporal ones. There
will be in the bands of thia beguiling future
all the oppartunities of a new year in mis-
Monary education. These are priceless in po-
tentiality.

Have you looked at the Standard of Excel-
lence as pawerful in moulding life? Those
regular meetings—with their moments of wor-
ship, their study of God's world plan, of
world copditions—may bring His directing
voice to one or to 3l of your b
That pew merpber to be enlisted will riss the
motivatian of mitsions in ber life unless you
win ber. Lessons of stewardship learned now
in youtb will finance the Kingdom in adult
days, while similar habits of consistent Chris-
tian attitudes and soul-winning taugbt in per-
sonal service plamping will be buildi g the
Kingdom in coming years The weeks of
prayer may be high moments of spiritual
blessing in the lives of our husy, too often
materially minded youth. The Standard of
Excellence is no mechanical rod. goading with
stem demands, but a lifting belp to guide
against omitting some valued section of organ.
1zation activity.

The Standard of Exceflence is a customary
¢ift of any year, but 1036 it will bring un.
usual gifts in the Fiftieth Anniversary af the
Sunbeam Bands and in tbe ohservance of the
Shuck Centennial, In the W.M.U. Year Book
for 1036 are paragraphs about these two pet-
meating celebrations which should be thought-
fully read and considered by W.M.U. direc-
tor, plans being made by tbem to profit by
tbe impetus of these two efforts. New Sun-
beam Bands should be started—in the direc-
tor’s own church if there is none there, or
organized Sunbeam Bands may help the asso-
ciational young people’s leaders in extending
Sunbeam Band influences ta cburches withaut
missiopary education organizations. More

Sunbeam Bands should become A-1 this year
than ever before and this should be c¢on-
stantly kept before Sunbeam Band leaden.
The new Standard of Excellence wall chart—
Wan Chuan {price 25¢ from W.MU. Litera.
twre Depariment, 1311 Comer Bldg, Birming-
kam, Alabamg)—will be a dedight ta al) Sun-
beams. There are new Chinese “Brought
One” cards ready for you at your state W,
M.U. beadquarters on request, to be given to
thoss who bring new members. Supbesm
Band Focus Week will be obsetved in Feb-
ruary and the other auxiliaries will follaw in
tum the second week of the second manth
of cach quarter—Y W A. in May, G.A. in Au-
gust and RA. in November. These wesks
proved successful in 1935 but the 1936 ohserv.
ance can be far more usefut in making -our
Baplist coustituency missionary education
mipded,

Locking at the gifts which the future hoids,
no wise director will overlook the immediate
help offered in manuals or by study of “Tell-
ing You Haw” (price 50c from state Baptist
Book Store) or in the pursuance of the Cor-

respondence Coure as evaluated on page dl°

of the 1936 WM.U Year Book. Do aat
make the mistake of endeavoring ta wark
without tools.

Lews angible but frcighted with joyous pos-
sibilitiea are the wvalues of the missionary
magazines s seed-sowing forces in the lives
of children and young peaple. It is impera-
tive Lo increase the pumber of individual sub-
scribers ¢0 The Window of ¥V W.A. and to
World Comeradts, for these are more than
program magarines and bring real zest and
enthusiasm when subscribed to and read by
the individual voune people.  Wite WM.U
directors and counselors will present the gift
of reading 10 the mothers in W.MS. and by
individual solicitation, not ta reach a gaal in
number of magazines but to provide warthy
literature in the bomes. If 1936 could be-
come 1 lamee subscription yesr it would un-
doubtedly be a lorger and more successiul
missionary education vear. On New VYear's
Eve write this propazanda into vaur plans,
applying it to Ann Hacseltine and to Grace
McBride YW A's. alsa.

Quietly on New Year's Eve you may lack
around and see where 3 new misaionary edi-
cation arzanization could be started and find
that the future brings this opportunity ss 3
gilt ta you; Use it and all her oppoctuaitien
well for thus you shall come upon a “Eappy
New Vear!”
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

s 4

Miss Julisite Mather, W.M.U. Yeung People’s Secretary
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY of SUNBEAM BANDS

As the mew calendars take
their places we want to begio,
at once, to thipk in terms of
our Sunbeam Band Fiftieth
Apniversary. Recalling thbe
value of past Sunbeam activ
ity will strengthen our con-
viction in regard to enlarged
Sunbeam service I.o&;)r‘ In
to the q i
published some months ago in
Royal Service, many faxcinating atocles of the

‘Some are bormn ta command, otbers to
obey” but in the Sunbeam Band of the Hills-
boro Baptist Church, in Virginia, we were
taught ta do bath, as there is a time when
most of us are called upon both to lead and
to obey. Perhaps, though, the words “com-
mand” and “obey” in my case are hardly ade-
quate expressions, as [ bad a kind, patient
leader in the person of sur pastora wile, Mm.
J. W. Wildman. She was consecrated and ef-
ficient and loved to work with children of
this age, so that under her guidance the

bers af aur band orere sble and willing

p of Band b ‘-39
bave come to light. From these selection will
be made during different maoths of 1915 to
encourage present Sunbeam Band leaders to
took farward to future reaping from the
misjonary wed sown today. This first blo-
graphicel hit comes from a pastor. Arce the!'!
boys in your Sunbeams Band now who will
some day fill our pulpits? Undoubtedly so.
Does thia enbance the joy of your leader-
ship? It should. Does thia fact urge your
WMS. to argznize s Sunbeam Band? It
should. What if through your neglect soroe

to fill any office and take any part on the
program asigned to them. There was no ar-
gument about who should hold the highest
oftice, or who should do thia or that, In thia
way at ap early age we learned cooperation,
which became sg habitual to me a3 to be quite
natural now. T might say thet our Sunbeam
Band was ne emesption. It was small and
mwach like those we find today.

In the nmext place our organization must
have been an unconscious factor in discovering
and developing our various talents, for upon
hinking back T ber that some mede

cbidd Samuel fails to bear, to unde ¢ and
to answer: “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant hear-
eth”? Your W.MS. will want 10 start s Sum-
beam Band at once, will wish to foster the ex-
isting Sunbeamy Band more prayerfully aiter
reading this reminiscent word {rom Rev, John
Elvery Veal, amsociate pastor of Arlington
Baptjst Church, Knoxville, Tenn.

From Sunbeam Band te Palpit

lN THE f{inal analysin the Sunbeam Band is
the one arganization of the church for
Rl which fumnishes the foundation of
their Christian training. 1 would not belittle
the ather organizations — such as the corre-
sponding class in the Sunday school, or the
Story Hour in the Training Unlon—but, from
P | experience, the Sunt , if led by
3 consecraled leader, can leave more lasting
impressiona.  The reason for this could per-
haps be placed upon the fact that the Sua-
heams hold thelr meetinga st Hmes When there
is nothing to dlvert sttestlon mi
hieam Band ls an orymnization
sll, though part of the enf
my cffort to say ;
beams and thelr k thi
and belp the lendan ..d
belong to tha fc :
give you the
aled by the B

-

"N

. s

better secretaries than others, ollt:m ml;lbe;;
ter presidents, and some were better able
kead in prayer, others to make short taBcs
ete. At an early age T became convinced that
my life’s work would be to become a mio-
ister of the Gospel. This conviction con-
tinved until T was half through high school,
whben T came to 1he conclusion T could serve
best as a school teacher, To make a long
story short, I tried various things for severs!
years but was never satisfied. Finally I real-
ized that God had called me to the ministry,
w T abandoned everything elce and returned
to my original canviction,

When T saw Miss Matber’s request, in an
jaue of the Roval Service, for odd Sunbeams
to fill in a questionnaire, I began to think
back to the time when I was a Sunbeam. The
outcome was I realized that the Sunbeam
Band wilh its associations a“drtu;mﬁh::}

bled): ) a large part in my
undoubtedly played E e Soape,
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enis. Some of you may think the Sunbearnu
unnecmsary but, Christian Motber, the esriier
you start teaching your children the thingy of
tbe Kingdom and the eatler they laam the
things that cap be obtained through the Sun-
beam Band, the more noble their Christian
work will be. Much credit i due to my owd
mother ip helping the Sunbeam leader, for she
found time to belp me by prayer and con-
stant §fort to take the part on the program
which bad been assigned to me or to hold the beam Band.

OUR BEST WISH for YOUR NEW YEAR
" ,) is that yow and yowr fomily moy emjoy
AN 33,,/ an ealarging missionary vision threugh readiag
WORLD COMRADES and THE WINDOW of Y.W.A.
Make these excellent magazines yours every month
Subscription to Bock 31 a Year
1111 Comer Bidg., Birmingham, Alabama
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Mrs. Una Roberts Lawrence announces the three following NEW BOME MISSION
BOOKS. The price of each ia 35¢ and they are to be ordered from Siate Bapiist
Bookatores or from Home Mission Bosrd, 315 Red Rock Bldg., Atlasta, Ga.: “THE
MISSIONARIES of the HOME MISSION BOARD"—“THE BIBLE ¢« MISSIONARY
BOOK"-—“TAKING JESUS CHRIST SERIOUSLY".

“Home Again!”

OR fifteen (ruitiul years as a highly trained and consecrated teacher in the
S.B.C. school system at Hwanghsien in north China Miss Clifforde E. Huntet
devotedly labored. Then she returned to her native Georgia to make a home

for the little ones of her sister who had been taken to the Heavenly Home. For
seven years she mothered them and then pneumonia came and it was “Home
again” for her. At the 1934 Foreign Missions Week at Ridgecrest Miss Hunter
clearly and constrainingly plead for a consistently missiortary life in one’s own
church, whether on the foreign field or in the homeland. It is easy to believe that
she matched her words by her deeds and that her home, her church, the W.M.U.
Training School from which she graduated in 1911, the Hwanghsien community
and the Kentucky W.M.U. wbich she once capably served as corresponding secretary
praise her for her “very works”, even as one feels that rich was her reward when
she wis “Home again!”

It was even 8o that the call—*“Come Home!"—came last September to Mrs,

A. Worthington of Pawhuska, Oklaboma. For the past five years she had worked
devotedly side by side with her husband as a missionary of the Home Mission
Board to the Indians at Pawhuska. Last April she and Mr. Worthington attended
the annval meeting of their divisional W.M.U,, at which time their bigh school
daughter was one of the best speakers in the Stewardship Declamation Contest.
This is but one proof of the constant faithfulness of Mrs. Worthington's steward-
ship of life. Surel; she is keenly missed by the Indians and by ber family, to
whom Woman's Missionary Union expresses sincerest sympathy
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MARGARBT FUND @

Chairman: Mra, Frank Barney, Waysesbero, Ga.
“FORGET-ME-NOT"
“And write it In thelr bonrts™.—HMNeb. §:70

~ “The gist of New Year’s
Day is—Try ogain. The
markings of time have
their spiritual signifi-
mu”-

In this new day we
shall try again and, with
words of fire, we would

—  write big in your hearts—
“Stargoret Fund!” We would write it
in your hearts because we believe the
Fund has great spiritual significance.
Through the $250 scholarships, that
Woman’s Missionary Union gives to
sons and daughters of southern Baptist
missionaries. we are being privileged to
deal with many lives who have “written
in their hearts" 2 desire to serve our
Master definitely in missionary activity.
The Margaret Fund has functioned now
long enough for us to see great spiritual
barvests. We praite our Heavenly Fa-
ther that seven more children of former
missionaries were appointed by our For-
¢ign Mission Board at its October meet.
ing. We have faith to believe many
others will be ready when we Baptists
€an send them out as missionaries.

“Write it in their hearts” that our
Margaret Fund has been multiplied and
blessed of God. We do not want to for-
get that now we have several depart-
ments in this work, The Endowment
Fund of the Margaret Fund is kept in-
tact. Only the interest from invest-
ments, in Liberty Bonds, is used in
granting scholarships., The Endowment
Fund is now $64,000, This grew out
of the first memorial gift of $10,000.
You remember it was first
3 home—the Margaret Home

ville, S, C. When the was

so0ld, at splendid profit, the amount was
invested in an educational fund—which
was called the Margaret Fund. The
states by gifts have increased it, and a
few individuals have made contributions
to this principal. Today we praise God
for this amount which is our working
basis for our scholarships,

We would write it in your hearts that
the requests for scholarships are so
many that our Fund needs enlarging.
We beg you to remember it with large
gifts and legacies {n your wills.

The “markings of time” bave brought an-
other department — the Emergency Pund of
the Margaret Fund. Every work has emer-
geney calls, and sometimes our requests for
scholarshipa are greater than our apportion-
mehls g 1 We & d # expedient and
wise to create snd maintain an Emergency
Fund. Offeringa gatbered ducring the i0th
Anniversary celebrations and the Margaret
Memorials gifts made a splendid beginping
for such & depariment. Merkings of time bting
cad and serious emergencies and we thank our
Heavenly Fatber for this department. We
would write it in your hearts that the finding
of “Margarets” and eorolling them in our
Margarel Memotial Book bave betn a happy
way of enlarging thia department, and that
when you sand $2 to the Margaret Memorial
you aid in ipereasing the Emergency Ford
which Mas been a real blesming to some of oue
misslonarles.

The Elizebeth Lowndes Scholarship we trost
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1) find it easy ta “line
ign.
bed on the Stewardship
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if in doubt as ta your state plan,

-(ruits af all ‘their' increase”.

and the following one are to be used for these re-

. sa that every (ither may duly s

farmeely, the sivnature of each new tither is 1o be inscr:

in each calendar year, one of the chief reasons
agazine

H]

8
ing that to da so will remind such lithers of their

high resolve to “honor Jehavah with ‘their’ substance

and with the first

(A1

in 1934 it was decided 10 ask every W.M.U. tither ta
e

signatures, these two pages, with their double columns,
heing periorated so that they may be readily detached.

At the W.M.U. annual meeting in Fort Worth, Texas.
‘The Stewardship Chairman wi

extra sheets of paper or 10 borrow the periorated pa

sign a
he
Unless the state has a different plan, the general policy is for

each _organization 1o keep the sizndtures and signed cards af its tithers, merely

repurting the number according to the slate plan.
please write ta your state W MU headquarters.

SIGNING EACH YEAR as TITHERS

Covenant Card which is free upan application 10 the state W.M.U, headquarters

fram members’ copies of the m

taidress on page 2).
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