The above photograph announces the publishing of the book to be studied
by W.M.S. and Y.W.A. members in preparalion for their observance of
the December Week of Prayer. Every W.M.S_ and every Y.W.A. organi-
zalion is entitled to one free copy and is urged 1o secure other copies at
25¢ each from ils State Baptist Bookstore. For a revicw of the book and
lorreerstions in teaching it sec pages 10-12 of this magazine.
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Editbrial

NOVEMBER NOTES
Mrs. F. W. Armstrong, President W.M.U.

WO months remain for completing the records that will make up the

1943 report of Woman's Missionary Union activities. These reports

are the sum of the work done in cach society and its auxiliary organiza-

tions for young people. Carelul checking of your local records now

will reveal weakness and strength and will stimulate your W.M.U. organizations

1o the extra effort that will enable each to be standard or to make the maximum

number of points, thus achieving the highest efficiency and preparing for larger
accomplishments in the approaching new vear.

Two ‘months remain for completing the record of participation in the
southern Baptist debi-paying plan {se¢ pages 5-6). From the beginning of this
great effort in 1933 W.M.W. members and organizations have loyally supporied
it, being credited in all the early years with the major contributions. In the 1940
annual meeting, in Baltimore, great impetus to the united eflort was given when
by unanimous vote the Union agreed “to undertake as its objective, toward the
clearance of all debts on southwide causes by 1945, the sum of one million
_ dollars”. Approximately three million was then required and it was thourht
that a really great effort would be necessary to reach the goal of a debtless denomina-
tion by the S.B.C. Centennial Year. Under the blessing of God payments have so
speeded up thal a new slogan, “Debt-free in 43", has been adopted, Many a race
has been lost or won in the last lap. Payment of all pledges and generous extra
giving will hasten the glad day, while careful records of gifts of W.M.U. members
will enable each state to report its maximum in total gifts.

Two months remain for crowning the year with the widest total observance
of the Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions and worthy sharing in the Laitie
Moon Christmas Offering. The preparatory study book, ‘More than Conquerors”,
is stirring and vibrant with missionary appeal. Early study will prepare the minds
and hearts for the program and prayer of the week (Nov. 29-Dec. 3). 1t is Christ
or chaos for our world. Your society will help to determine which as it prays and
gives to meet the missionary opportunities of the days to come. The concert of
prayer of W.M.U. members and (heir generous gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offiering have come to mean much to the cause of foreign missions. Plan for
personal participation in the blessings af this very significant week.

Two months remain, They are fraught with possibilities for good or ill.
filled with days for self-examination and sell-expression. How shall we use them?
Shall we deepen our prayer life, individual and united? Shall we study missions
in the Bibletand the rich treasures of other books? Shalt we bring our tithes and
offerings, testing His promise of blessing? Shall we see to it that the children and
young people of our churches are developed in missionary interest and as sharers in
the missionary enterprise? Shall we look on the near-by fields, seeking the Jost
and winning them, manifesling Christian fellowship and striving to lift moral
standards? Much may be accomplished in two months, crowning the year’s purpose
“that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that Thou art the Lord, cven
Thou only”.

-
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Soutirwide Stewardehblp Chairman, W.M.U. Promoter for a Debtless Denomination:
Mre. Carter Wright, Alabama

The SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION DEBT
Dr. Avetin Creuck, S.B.C. Executive Secretary

I

Y the Southern Baptist Convention debt i3 meant the debts handled by
the Convention as distinct {from that of its boards and institutions. By
the time this article is read it is hoped that all of the agencies of the
Convention will be free [rom debt; at the time of writing (September
10) there are only two agencies still in debt—the Southern Seminary and the South-
western Seminary, All of the funds received from the Baptist Hundred Thousand
Club are being applied on the indebtedness of these institutions. None of the
funds of the Baptist Hundred Thousand Club have, up to this time, ever been ap-
plied on the Convention debt. After the Seminaries are debt free, then of course
all of the receipts Irom the Baptist Hundrd Theusand Club will be applied on the

debt of the Convention.

1I
The Convention debt in 1929 amounted to $701,378.72, bearing interest at
rate of 6%. The indebtedness was, at that time, made up as follows:
Education Board (Taken Qver by Cenvention) $381,378.72
Convention Bonds on Behalf of New Mexico.
National Baptist Memorial Church, Washington, D. C

$701,378.72

The obligations of the Education Beard consisted of advances to colleges in
three states of $98,646.95; loans to the three southwide Seminaries $41,714.35;
and operating and improving Summer Assembly, Ridgecrest, North Carolina, Win-
ter Assembly, Umatilla, Flotida, and Indian School and Orphanage, Nuyaka, Okla-
homa, $241,017.42. The bonds on behalf of New Mexico were for the purpose of
relieving the Baptists of that state from a serious financizl sitnation; the debt of
the National Baptist Memorial Church was the unpaid balance of the pledge. of
$175,000 made by the Convention. The Northern Convention also pledged and
paid $175,000 to the National Baptist Memorial Church.

11X

It is estimated that the Convention debt will be approximately $150,000 at
the Lime this article appears in this issue of Royal Service. The present rate of in-
tome from both the Cooperative Program and the Hundred Thousand Club that
;lill be applicable to this debt will not be sufficient to pay it in full by December

, 1943,

The slogan, “Debt Free in Forty-three”, has been sounded far and wide by
southern Baptists. This happy state of freedom is not far off. Why not make De-
Cember 31, 1943, the day of celebration? Why not finish the task in full in forty-
threep This can be done by a little increase in effort for November and December.
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Contributions to the Baptist Hundred Thousand Club need to be increased and
special gifts for debt-payment should be made in order to insure success.
v

The achievements of southern Baptists in the past ten years have surprised
the financial world. Surely it has been no little task to carry on our work, pay in-
terest on obligations, liquidate nearly six and one-balf million dollars (#6,500,000)
of indebtedness.

In this remarkable accomplishment the W.M.U. has had a large, worthy and
glorious part. The increase, year by year, in the Baptist Hundred Thousand Ciub
teceipts and other debt-clearance contributions since 1939 has been due largely to
the efforts of the W.M.U.

NO LET-UP until DEBT-FREE

Ellis A, Fuller, President
Sonthern Baptist Theological Seminary

{7 HE debt of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is now $44,848.35.
==’ This is not very much in comparison with the staggering debt under
which the Seminary was laboring at ihe time the Hundred Thousand
Club was launched. 5till it is a debt, a debt that will be a Lremendous handicap
upon the Seminary as it plans to meet the unparalleled challenges of tomorrow.
Our people must continue to support the Hundred Thousand Club or other efforts
for debt-clearance. It is so unthinkable that we should come so near the goa! and
then fail, that we are not even anticipating any let-up on the part of our people
until the last penny of our debt is paid. We are now enjoying the anticipated joys
of being delivered jrom the bondage of debt in the near future that we may be free
to marshal all our forces in making adequate preparation for maximum service in
a global conquest in Christ’s name in the post-war world, Let me take this occasion
to thank soutbern Baptists for what they are doing for the Seminary and will con-
tinue to do until this glorious institution is debt-{ree, (Writien in September)

NOW for the FINISH

E. D. Head, Presrident
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

T the beginning of this calendar vear of 1943 the total indebtedness on
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary was $162,156.52. Tea
years ago this indebtedness stood at the overwhelming figure of $500,

000. At this moment (September 14) it is but a remnant of its former self, the
figure being $24,307.94. You can see from this that we are already envisioning
t}le glorious release to be realized in the complete liquidation of this balance. Such
liquidation, the present rate of receipts continuing, is now only a matter of weeks—
and but a few at that,

But we must remember that there can be no relaxation of our efforts if we
are to achieye that exhilarating finish which we are sensing in glad anticipatics.
To stop now wq.h such victory in sight would be worse than failure., As im-
portant as is a right beginning, the real test comes in the kind of f{inish we make.
Our military leaders are compelled constantly to warn us at this point, lest we
take heartening victories reported to us as occasions for lessening of effort, when
they should be the incentives to gathering up the slack for greater intensity and
concentration of every energy. So it must be now all alon g the line of our southem

(Concluded on Page 33)
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HOUGHTFUL mothers with
missionary zeal will rejoice
in the announcement that
Mr. J. 1. Bishop has become

Royal Ambassador secretary, filling a
uew position of leadership in our south-
wide Woman’s Missionary Union. Coun-
stlors, Royal Ambassadors and mothers
in Alabama, Mississippi and South Caro-
lina know Mr. Bishop and value his
sincere devotian to Christ and to boys
and will be glad to know that his en-

.(/Dzo/z[s

E ) Mise Julietie Mather, W.M.U. Young People’s Secretary
ROYAL AMBASSADOR SECRETARY

thusiastic personality will reach up and
down throughout all the Southern Bap-
tist Convention territory. Mr, Bishop
is a graduate of Howard College in Ala-

. bama, holds Th, M. degree from South-

ern Baptist Theological Seminary at
Louisville, has had two years' experi-
ence as field worker in three states and
eight summers in Royal Ambassador
Camps. This past summer 1550 Royal
Ambassadors were enrolled in camps
which he directed. Many other calls
came to Mr. Bishop but he has felt
God’s cal] to work with boys. His fiest
message appears in November World
Comrades and will be read by all with
assurance and hope.

It is timely to announce this marked
progress in the month of the observance
of Royal Ambassador Focus Week, No-
vember 7-12, Every S$.B.C. church
should encourage the boys who are still
attending services by making wise and
adequate plans for this Focus Week.
Suggestions appear in November World
Comaades in accounts of what other
chapters have done; these will suggest
how you can honor and anchor your
boys in Christian zeal before they are
called to the service of their country
and are no longer in their hame church.
If you have no Rayal Ambassador Ci:)a.'z;
ter, careful reading of November W
Conmrades will give praaf by adults and
by boys themselves of the value of the
Royal Ambassador Chapter; then pray-
erfully you can find a counselor and
organize.

Pass on the fundamentals of Thanksgiving to your children through their reading of
WORLD COMRADES
Monthly missionary magazine for boys and gitls
Subscription price: $1 for a year from
WORLD COMRADES, 1111 Comer Building, Birmingham 3, Alabama




_L) IST of
eAlLSES

INCLUDED in
1943 GOAL
of
$260,000

for

Lotz
../MonN

CHRISTMAS

OFFERING

(To Hove Preference in
Order Herewith Listed)

...$100,000
16,000
20,450

1. Missionaries’ Salaries
2. Education of Missionaries’ Sons and Daughters (Margaret Fund)

3, Fannie E. S. Heck Memorial...
(1) Poai In Bible Training School Canton Chma . -$
*(2) Woman's and Girls’ Depanrnent in North China Bapnst
Seminary and Bible School, Hwanghsien............cc......#
{3) Bible School, Hawail.....cc.ovouricvericrrione e
*(4) Woman’s Bible Training School, Budapest, Hunga Yoo
{5) Current Expenses, Woman’s Trammg School, Rio, Brazll
{6) Current Expenses, Woman’s Training School Recife,
Brazil
(7) Woman’s Training School, Buenos Aires, Argentina........
{8) Woman's Trairing School, Rosario, Argentina
(9) Woman’s Training Depa.rtment of Seminary, Santiago,
Chile ..
(10} Mexican Woman’s Training School, El Paso, Texas. ...
*{11) W.M.U. Training School, Kaifeng, China
*(12) W.M.U. Training School, Japan
%4, Mrs. W. C. James Memorial Training Schoo), Bucharest,
Rumania

-8

5. Mrs. W. J. Cox Fund for W.M.U. Wark on Foreign Fields
(1) China «verrrevrrnccaen... 3,000 (7) Mexico ..........
(2) Africa *(8) Palestin_e-Syria
(3) Argentina-Uruguay . *(9) Rumania 1
(4) Brazl *(10) Hungary >
{5) Chile ... *(11) Jugoslavia
*(opaltaly .. 500 *{12) Japan
6. Whilden- Graves Memorial Mo Kwong Endowment Fund,
Canton, China ..........
7. Current Expcnaes, Mo I\\mng Canton, ‘China...
8. Kwong To Bible School, Sun Hing, China... S
9. Evangelistic and Woman’s W. ork, Waichow, "China.
*10. Shih Yu Inst:tule,‘ﬂal[eng Chma (Annie jenkms Sallee School) s
*11. Cuntonese Church and Scboal, Shanghal China.............
12. Kindergarten Work, North Chma . .
i3. Rindergarten W otk in South China. .
14. Girls” School. Abeokuta, Nigeria
15. Bible School, Wuchow, China..
*16. Seinan Jo (_rakum japm
17. Bvangelistic Work by Dr. and "wlrs A B Chnstle, Bra.zll
18. OQperating Expenses of Launch, Amazon River, Brazil..
19, Operating Expenses, Two Launches, Nigeria
20. Mexicun BapTist P'ublishing House, El Pasq, Texas N
21. Emergencies aL Stout Memorial Hospital, Wuchaw, Chlna
22. Traveling Expenses, Secretary of Brazilian Home Mission Board
23. Publications and Literature ...... T — . -
Africa $ 350 Chile ... d
‘\rgcntma-bruﬁuu) ~ ... 35 China 400
24 Colegio Bautista. Temuco, Chile (Assembly Hall and Gymnasium,
Enlargement of Dining Hall and Kitchen $5,000; Current Expenses
of Colegio $2.000) . . .
3. Church and Googd \\ 1l| Lenter ]erusalem !’alesune
26. Good Witl Center, Mendoza, Argentina.... e e
27, Publishing Work, Buenos -\lres '\rgcntlna -
28. Equipment, dellst Academy and Primary Schools Lagos, ngena "
29, Elam Memorial Brides' School. Building and Current Expenses,
Shaki, Nigeria ... .
. New Site, Grace Church, Shangh:u China...
*31. Church and Schoal Site, \\ usih, China...
32. Expenses for Tnstitute, Curityba, Brazi). ..
33, Mission at Hawaii.

*To Rc¢ Retained by Foreign Mission Board until Approprintion Can Be Used as Purpased

It will be noted that eighleen items of the above list are for places
which the global war has rendered inaccessible for such help at
this time. Accordingly these amounis will be carefully held by
the Foreign Mission Board until they can be helpfully invested as
purposed, In the meanwhile it is comforting to know that this
1943 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering includes all such countries
and communities just as though the awful war had not broken

tangible connectiona with them.

—

(Concluded on Page 33)
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Book *s VIiEWS

Miss Willie Jean Stewart, Teanessee
MORE than CONQUERORS: Blanche Sydnor White, Nashville, Broad-

man Press, 1943; Price 25¢

' LANCHE WHITE can write,
there is no doubt about it.
She can tell a story with
point and power—all that
she has written proves it. And the pres-
ent book in some respects surpasses any-
thing that she bas done. It has a depth
and polish, which some of her earlier
work has lacked, yet has lost nothing
of her former warmth and urgency.
More than Conquerors is the study
boock planned for use preceding the
1943 Week of Prayer for Foreign Mis-
sions and Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing of Woman's Missionary Union. Its
purpose seems 10 be to encourage and
challenge southern Baptist women and
Y.W.A. members as well as counselors
of all W.M.U. young people’s organiza-
tions in this war-distupted world with
visible evidence that now, as in earlier
days of conilict, Christ's witnesses are
more than conquerors through Him that
loved them and gave Himself for them.
After a brief foreword in which Miss
Frances Traylor of Mississippi pays
lovely and well-deserved tribute to the
author, the book opens with a chapter
on “The Divine Decoration”. Taking
as a starting point the medals and other
decorations through which grateful coun-
tries long have honored many of their
heroes who have served bravely and be-
yond the call of duty, it goes on to tell
of those of God’s servants who have de-
served His, citation, “Well done”, as
they have éonquered tribulation in Rus-
sia, distress in disaster on the seas, per-
secution in Brazil, famine and naked-
ness in China, peril and sword at the
hand of the Japanese.
The second cbapter is called “The
Martyr First”, Beginning with the
stimulating suggestion that the primary

meaning of the Greek word translated
“witnesses” In Acts 1:8 is “martyr”,
it tells the story of two missionary
martyrs—]. Landrum Holmes of China
and Charles C. Westrup of Mexico—
who followed in the train of those first-
century Christians who gave their very
lives for the Gospel; and it reminds the
reader that even today martyrs are like-
wise suffering for Christ in Rumania
and in Spain,

The third chapter has to do with
“Missionary Pioneers”. It shows how
the pioneer pattern which was set in
Abrabam worked itself out in the de-
voted lives of William B, and Anne
Luther Bagby in Brazil.

The (ourth chapter, “For Them Also”,
pays tribute to the native missionaries
in every land and tells the stories of
Sarah Harden of Africa and Hiroji
Kuriya of Japan. Particularly moving is
its plea for faith in the faithfulness of
Japanese Christians in their hour of
triak.

The fifth chapter, “Missionary Proph-
ets”, pays tribute to and pleads for
prayer for and appreciation of the self-
giving services of the officers and mem-
bers of the Foreign Mission Board as
they faithfully admimister the foreign
work of the denomination. Tt illustrates
these services and the spirit in which
they ate rendered in the lives of the
Crane family and of the present pres:
dent and executive secretary of
board.

All this the book does with beauty
and with power. We believe our wons,
both WM S, and Y.W.A, members,
find in it strength and challenge as they
study it in preparation for the Decer-
ber Week of Prayer. (See followsng §
gestions for the teacking of the book.)

-10-
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MORE than CONQUERORS by Blanche Sydnor White
Miss Willie Jean Stewart of Tennessee offers the following suggestions:

P;zlics'ty—-Two weeks in advance of the class place posters on the church
bulletin-board and if possible in the women’s classrooms. Place attractive notices it
the church bulletin and ask each circle leader Lo give a personal invitation to every
member of her circle 1o altend the class. Each W.M.S. and Y.W.A. organization
is entitled to receive orie free copy of this book from state W.M.U. headquarters.
Many other copies may be profitably bought at 25c a copy from State Baptist
Bookstore. Each B.W.C. is also entitled to a free copy.

Decorations—Appoint a committee to decorate the platform with war posters
and other materials suggesting the present conflict. Arrange at the center a spot-
lighted group containing a pulpit Bible, a globe and the Christian flag.

Assignments-~Make all assignments al least two weeks in advance. Talk per-
sonally with each person or group and try to instil a spirit of triumphant faith as
the keynote of each session.

Ezamination—Give two to four true-false examination questions at the close
of each lesson.

Aim—The aim of the entire study may well be: (1) to help the women realize
that those who truly devote themselves to Christ are indeed “more than conquerors”,
no matter what may befall them; (2) to challenge them to believe more confi-
dently, pray more carnestly and give more liberally for the spread of the Gospel
and to work at the task, personally.

Chapter 1— The DIVINE DECORATION

Hymn—Fling Out the Banner —Prayer

Introduction—Show a decoration or ribbon of honor given to someone in the
community, preferably one known to the group, and tell of the circumstances lead-
ing to its award. ‘Suggest that God has an even higher award which He offers to
those who serve Him “above and beyond the call of duty” and ask the group to
recite with you Christ’s own citation: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant;
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”. Note that those who receive this citation are
more than conqucrors,

Hymn—To the Work

Scripture Reading—Romans 8:35-37 —Prayer

Panel Discussion—Let five women discuss, informally, the five difficulties
which the Christian has to conquer. They might use illustrations from your own
community life, as well as those in the baok.

Hymn—Lead On, O King Eternal 3

Practical Application—Present the challenge of the war prisoners in our coun-
try, also some practical plan for meeting it, such as sem:!ing Bibles and Testaments
in their own languages for distribution by their chaplains. ] .
] Prayer for al] those who are enduring hardship today as goeod soldiers of Christ

esus

Chapter 11— The MARTYR FIRST

Hymn—The Son of God Goes Forth to War

Introduction—Write the Greek word marsus on the blackboard. Ask the group
to recite with you Acts 1:8, Note that the word translated “witness” here is
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martus and that its primary meaning is “martyr”. Speak briefly of the challenge
in this idea and in the common saying, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of
the church”. Draw from the class illustrations of this truth.

Prayer for those today who stand in danger of martyrdom through their loy-
alty to Christ
Hymn—Have Thine Own Way, Lord (One Stanza}

Dislogue—Let two women lake the paris of J. Landrum and Sallie Holmes
and tell the story of his martyrdom.

Story—Tell briefly the story of John O. Westrup.

Hymn—The Son of God Goes Forth to War

Mayp Study—Using a map of Europe, tell briefly of religious conditions in
Rumania and Spain.

Sentence Prayers for our persecuted fellow-Christians in every land

Chapter NI— MISSIONARY PIONEERS
Hymn—Where He Leads Me I Will Follow
Devotional—Abraham the Pioneer —Prayer
Dramatization: Work out a dramatization of the life of the Bagbys in three
scenes: College Days and Call; Beginnings in Brazil; The Second Generation.
Hymn—Lead On, O King Elernal
Passing of she Torch—Tell briefly of the torch of Terandentes. Ask the women
to pass a lighted electric torch from hand to hand in deeper consecration of their
own lives to taking the Light, as the pianist plays softly, **Take the Light".
Benediction

Chapter IV— For THEM ALSO

Hymn—From Greenland's Icy Mountains

Bible Reading—John 17:11-21

Prayer for the oneness of spirit of all nations in Christ

Debdate—"The day of the ioreign missionary is over”. The affirmative wil
point to the work of the native Christian in every land, telling the story of Sarab
Harden by way of illustration. The negative will show that the native churches
still need the guidance, training and inspiration of missionaries; it will point out
that, althovgh Sarah Harden held the churches together in Africa, progress came
only with the return of the missionaries.

Hymn—The Morning Light Is Breaking

Discussion— How shall we feel towards the enemy?” using the appeal for
Japan in the life of Hiroji Kuriya

Prayer for our enemies

Chapter V— MISSIONARY PROPHETS

ﬁr m”_tmmi: Je;ushBear the Cross Alone? .

ayer 1or all who have any part in the spread of the Gospel anywhere, thal

they may be “more than conquet)'(orse’ y Spel amye

Scripture—Let each woman give the verse which helps her most.
. Introduction—Suggest that, when the Southern Baptist Convention was organ-
ized in 1845, it appointed (wo boards or committees: one for conducting its home mis
sion work and one for foreign. Try to help the women. fesl the helplessness of these
boards then and the need for guidance of their successors today. Mention thal
the total receipts for the Foreign Board for 1942 were $2,268,430.17. Ask il any
one present would know how to expend in the best way such a vast sum,

(Concluded on Page 16)

DECEMBER WEEK of PRAYER
PROGRAM for BUSINESS WOMEN'S CIRCLES
Prepared by Miss Ethe) Winfield

7o the LEADER: The folder of W.M.S. program material for the
Foreign Mission Week of Prayer abounds in stimulating information fresh from
the fields. A study of it will be richly rewarding but, since few Business Women's
Circles®an meet daily during the Week of Prayer, the [ollowing program for one
meeting is offered. Enliven it by your own origmality and adapt it to suit local
conditions.  All page references as herewith given pertain to that folder. Hold
ibe meeting at a time and place that will insure the attendance of the greatest pos-
sible number of your members. Prepare all minds and hearts in advance through
study of the book, Mosg than Conguerors by Miss Blanche Sydnor White, through
early and irequent announcements so that conflicting engagements can be avoided
and through well-planned distribution of the offering envelopes. Every member of
2 BW.C. will want to plan ahead so that her offering will be a worthy one, moti-
vated by love and winged by prayer as well as generous in proportion. Business
women will be interested in knowing how Lhe money is to be used; the designations
on pages 2-3 were earnestly and prayerfully made by Woman’s Missionary Union
at the request of the Foreign Mission Board in view of needs on the different
lields, (Each B.W.C. is entitled to a free copy of preperatory study book and also
to folder of W.M.S. program and free leaflet.)

Summarize the list on a poster and put it up at the (ront of the room:

Missionary Salarles.................nnn $100,000
Education of Missionaries’ Sons and Daughters (Margaret Fund)........ 16,000
Missionary Training Schools for Women in 9 Countries.......cce...... 24,450
Theological Seminaries in 3 Countries.... ... . 7,500
Church Buildings in § Countries. ... .. ...ooooiiiiiinen 28,000
WM.U. Work in 12 Countries 19,200
Direct Evangelism_.........ccc.c...... . 11,900
Publication Work in 6 Countries . 11,100
Other Schools and Kindergariens in 6 Countfies. _......o..cooecenen 35,550

Good Will Centers........... g:;gg

1,650

Hospital Emel‘gencnes
Objects Not Yet Decided..

TOTAL ... s e $ 260,000

Another poster at the front of the room should give the theme for the week. '""Thy
God Reigneth—Declare His Glory”.

The sight of a world-globe projects one’s thoughts around the world; on a
stand at front of room place the largest glabe you can obtain. Group together
at one side or arrange in semicircle around front half of the globe colored candles
to supgest different races that will be served by the offering.

PROGRAM OUTLINE
A Call 10 Worship
All sing (Tune—O1d Hundred):
“Al people, that on earth do dwel!,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell;
Come ye before Him and rejoice’.
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Leader quotes:
“Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
Let us kneel before Jehovah our Maker,
For He is our God”.
Leader reads: Psalm 96:2-3, 6-10.
Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy (Verses 1,3,4) _
Meditation: Leader speaks while all others sit with bowed heads.

Let us pray in silence before God, our righteous and loving Father,

We praise Thee for Thy gracious dealings with us through all our years and
for Thy lovingkindness that [ills our days. (Pause) )

We thank Thee for Thy Son, our Savior, who became obgd:ent unto death that
whoscever will might have life eternal, and for the salvation we have through
Him. (Pause) )

We long to appeat before Thee now as intercessors and so we confess our sins,
lest our iniquity separate us from Thee. (Pause) Amen. )

Leader;: We look out on the nations of the world bearing burdens of
anguish beyond human comprehension and we long to help, as our Savior did when
the multitudes in Palestine stirred His compassion. From many lands we have mes-

sages as to ways by which we can help. .
g(Tbee members will be ready to arie ome ofter 1he olho withou! anmoxncement und mads bric) ratks, Jbea
Aave prayer, wsimp motoial indicaled by page referemces.)

Talk: Celombia, Land of Promise (psc 1) )
Prayer that the Lord will lead and bless in the esta.blyshn!ent of a church
in Bogota, the capital city of Colombia; that the new missionaries already on the
field may be used of God and may have patience during the period necessary to
acquire the language; for blessing on the ministry by radio which has been stacted
in Barranquilla

: In the Islands of Hawaii (ruwemepss 1, 3 end 5, Pase 1) )
;:a!l;er for more room for Olivet Church which has almost trebled its
membership in a year; for a church building to take the placg of the tent being
used by Nuanu Street Church; that many may be won to Christ through cottage
prayer-meetings and Bible study
Talk: Nigeria (Page 13)
Prayer as requested in last paragraph of same article

Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful
Talk: Projecting Plans for China (s 22) )

Quote first paragraph; give briefly two or three reasons that make 't'he Scrip-
ture passage particularly appropriate for China now. State the three “Calls for
Help” set forth by Dr. Rankin and tell how they can be met (pofe 23). )
Prayer for courageous Chinese Christians, especially our Baptist believ-
ers, who look beyond the limitations of the present and plan for the future. Pray
also for the missionaries who are intemed and for fnissionaries waiting to return ta
China; for the witness of Christians in free China. See also the many requests fn1r
prayer oh pages 41-55.
The Story of a Picture (s jree woer diswituteq witk w M5, joider)
Ingathering of Offering
Prayer of Dedication, remembering especially the many fields that have
not been mentioned otherwise in the meeting. Instead of closing as usual with
“Amen” let pianist be ready to play through once the hymn Joy to the World while
all remain silent with bowed heads.
Dismisaal

-de

The CONTINENT of EUROPE aa a MISSION FIELD
DR. WALTER O. LEWIS, General Secretary of Baptist World Alllance

EVERAL years ago while living in Paris, France, I needed to go to Po-

land. When I applied to the Polish consul for a visa, T was turned down.,

For some reason the Polish government at that time was refusing to

allow certain protestant ministers to enter that countty. I appealed to

thefmerican consul in Paris for help, In a short time everything was cleared
up and I was permitted to go to Foland,

As soon as I reached Warsaw 1 called upon the representative of our govern-
ment who then held the rank of minister. 1 sought his advice as to the best method
of procedure in the future and asked for the explanation of the trouble I had bad.
Our minister in Warsaw was very kind and helpful. Through his aid misunder-
standings were cleared up and I was never again refused entrance to Poland.

After teansacting the business I had with him 1 lingered for a few minutes as he
seemed disposed to chat about other matters. He said be was glad to help me as an
American citizen but that he felt it was his duty to tell me what he thought about
missionary work, He said, “I thank God I never gave a dollar to foreign missions”,
And he was vebement in condemnation of all missionary work in Eurape,

“That could not have been a Christian man”, you may say. I do not know
about that, but he told me he was 2 member in good standing of a Baptist church
ip one of the large cities of the United States. “Well, he could not have been a
very intelligent Baptist”, you may think. I do not know about that, but be was a
trustee of a well-known Baptist college in our countey. I do not think he was put
on that board for his own worth or for his interest in Christian education, My guess
is that he was made a trustee because his father had been a generous giver to the in-
stitution and it was hoped that by making him a trustee he would also make a large
contribytion. Many schools bave been greatly disappointed in such cases,

I tried to tell him that in a sense be was a foreign missionary in Poland. He
was helping American firms to do business in Poland. Many offices in that coun-
try used American typewriters. Many of the women used Singer sewing machines.
All over the land the Standard Oil Company was selling “Flit" as a disinfectant
and insecticide. American firms did not wait for the Poles to find out about the
virtues of Amevican goods. American business sent “missionaries” to convince the
Poles that they needed our products. American consuls and ministers or am-
bassadors did what they could ta encourage all this. Even if the agents of our
government did nothing to encourage Americans to share some of the spiritual goods
they possess with others on the continent of Europe, why should any of them in
their hearts be hostile to such activity? Perbaps some missionaries had been ua-
wise in their work. Perhaps the American official I dealt with did not know what
missionary activity was—did not know that most missionaries do not use methods
that justly olfend.

Objections to mission work in general can be answered and good reasons can
be given specifically why Baptists should continue mission work on the continent
of Europe, Of course, it is well understood that the work American Baptists do in
Europe is different in many respects from mission work in Africa. In Europe, we
lay the emphasis on the general work. Relatively few American Baptists are sent
as missionaries to Europe. We help train pastors and leaders. We support evan-
gelists and other general workers. We help build chapels. We help create and
Publish evangelical literature. In short, we cooperate with the national Baptist
organization in a given European country. Most of the wark is done by the na-
tionals. We help them to do their work.

Some of aur critics tell us that, while they are willing to admit that we should




send missionaries to non-Christian lands, they feel there is no need to do anything

tbat could be called missionary work anywhere in Europe because Europeans are

Christians. We admit they are called Christians, But are all who are thus called
.-Christians reaily Christians?

There are millions on the continent of Europe who claim to be Christians be.
cause they were christened in infancy. Though they know not'hi:_'ng of what it means
to be a real discipie of Jesus, they think they were made Christians by a ceremony
performed on them when they were unconscious babes. When the churches in Oslo,
Norway, were getting ready for the World’s Sunday School Convention to be
held in that city 1 the summer of 1936, a large local committee was formed which
was made up of Lutherans, Baptists, Methodists and others. The Lutheran bishop
presided. Once during a meeting when there was a lull in the proceedings, the
bishop said to a Baptist leader who sat close to him: “Do you think I am a Chris.
tian?” “Yes, indeed”, replied the Baptist, “we think you are a very good Chris-
tian!” “How can you call me a Christian and deny the validity of my infant
baptism?” The bishop seemed unable to understand what seems to us the plain
New Testament teaching on what it means to be a Christian. There are many
good Cbristians in the Norwegian Lutheran churches, but there is need of the Bap-
list witness even in Norway.

Europe needs the Baptist emphasis on religious liberty. No other denomina-
tion can do for Russia what we can do. The Orthodox Church has always prac-
ticed immersion (babies are immersed three times in the name of the Father, Som
and Holy Spirit). As Baptists we have what the Russians need and we shall win
great victories there if we can have a little more freedom. We should do all we can
to win Europe to Christ for the sake of the rest of the world. Many Europeans
have come, and more will come to North America and South America. If these
immigrants were Christians they would help us instead of being a problem. French
books are widely read in South America. France, Italy, Spain and Portugal will
continue to have influence in many places outside Europe after the war is over.
If these countries were only thoroughly Christian, the task of evangelizing the
world would be greatly simplified.

As soon as the war is over, we should do what we can 1o relieve the distress of
our brethren as well as of others in Europe. We must reopen our schools. We must
do a larger and better work.

For STUDYING the BOOK (Concluded from Page 12}

Prayer for the members of our Foreign Mission Board and staff

Poster—Prepare a poster showing officers of the Foreign Board.

Talk—Tell of the contribution of the Crane family. Let members of the group
teli of other families which have made exceptionzl contributions to the work.

Dialogue—Let two persons tepresenting Dr, Maddry and Mr. Jenkins tell of
their problems in the werk. .

Prayer for Dr. Maddry and Mr. Jenkins

Hymn—Work for the Night Is Coming

Pageant-<—Let a group of young pecple in costume representing diiferent na-
tions march onto the platform and form an attractive group as a reader gives
Romans 8:35-37. Have all join in the closing hymn, Lead On, O King Eternal.

Prayer of dedication

may be ordered from State Baptist Booksiove, The pric
-lb—

dry books reviewed in this magazi
of eoch book s guoted with s review.
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Southwide Stewardship Chairman, . M.U. Promoter for a Debtless Denomination:
) Mre. Carter Wright, Alsbhama

The W.M.U. and the EM.C.
Dr. J. E. Dillard, SB.C. Director of Promotion

' HE Woman’s Missionary Union is our greatest Baptist auxiliary. The
Every Member Canvass is our most important financial undertaking.

The W.M.U. because ai its name, ideals, aims, history, program

and personnel should help in every worthy cause in each church and in

the denomination. And i does kelp. It can be depended upon to help. Aiter

nearly balf a century of experience in the ministry I can truthfully say, I have

never known a case where these good women have failed to help jf they were

properly asked and given the privilege, How they have helped during these last

years in carrying on our work and in paying our debt!

Now the time for the Every Member Canvass it at band. It is to be put on
in most churches in November and December. November is to be used in making
thorough, painstaking, prayerful preparation. The first week or ten days in
December is to be used for actually taking and fully finishing the canvass.

This is by far the most important matter in the “Calendar of Denominational
Activities”. The intelligent, systematic and adequate support of all our causes
local, s1ate and worldwide depends under God upon the success of this undertaking.

This canvass means more than the securing of pledges to support our work:
it also means the informing of our peaple about our churches and their work, the
promotion of acquaintanceship and fellowship, the discovery of unutilized unrealized
resources, the securing of information, the solving of problems, the settling of dif-
ficulties and the larger enlistment of the people in Kingdom service and support.
Properly put on, the Evety Member Canvass means a real all-round revival of
practical religion.

Certainly all the W.M.U. organizations will give full length ¢ooperation in
this unspeakably important annual undertaking. Here are some ways to help:

1. Help by offermg your services to the pastor and the Every Member
Canvass committee.

2. Help by attending preliminary meetings looking to the putting on of the
Every Member Canvass.

3. Help by serving on the budget committee, if asked, and seeing that all
worthy causes are included and proper proportions are observed between local
expenses and mission causes.

4. Help by securing materials, distributing literature, making announcements
and putting on programs which give definite concrete information about the
causes included in the budget,

5. Help by serving on committees to prepare the canvass cards, providing re-
freshments ar by actually calling upon members, securing information and soliciting
subs¢riptions,

6. Help by subscribing promptly and liberally and intelligently to bath local
expenses and the mission causes.

7. Help by keeping up your payments, remembering all the causes in prayer
an]d téb@.erving the special days and weeks as they come in the denominational
calendar, -17-
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; Miss Carrie U, Littieiohn, Principal, 2801 Lexington Road, Louinsville &, Ky,
OFF {0 a GOOD START

N the day following the first meeting of classes—in spite of crowded trains,

broken down cars and failure to make connection on buses—104 of the

107 expected boarding students arrived and 63 day students en-

rolled. The boarding students are distributed as follows: North Carolina,

twenty-one; Virginia, thirteen; Georgia, twelve; Kentucky, South Carolina and

Tennessee, ten each; Floridz and Missouri, seven each; Oklahoma, four; Mississippi,

three; Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois and Texas, two each; District of Columbia and
Louisiana, one each.

The Student Committee is composed of Edith Stokely of Tennessee, chairman;
Margaret Jane Childs of North Carolina, religious chairman; Dixie Nicholson of
Georgia, social chairman; Margaret Lawrence of Texas, Y.W.A. president; and Lou
Demie Segers of Georgia, junior class chairman, This committee was helpful and
most efficient in all its duties during the opening days.

At the formal opening on Tuesday afternoon {September 14) the beautiful
Fannie E. S. Heck Memorial chapel was comfortably filled. President Fuller of
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary brought greetings from his institution,

hose enrolment reached 485 on the opening day. Professor McDowell of the New
‘estament Department directed our devotional thinking in a brief exposition of the
sixth chapter of Galatians.

Ir was a benediction to have Dr, Carver present to lead in the opening prayer.
It is an immeasurable loss to our students not to be able to know him as the great
teacher of missions in view of his retirement from active service last spring. Dr.
Sampey likewise has retired. The students will miss keenly his stimulating class-
room personality and his abiding sympathetic interest.

Great interest is being shown in the Seminary’s plans that are developing for
the opening of its Church Music School. The beautiful colonial residence for this
department is lecated just across Lexinglon Road irom the Training School and is
the gift of a fine Baptist layman in Louisville. The practice organ and a sum of
money sufficient to put in the necessary pianos were gilts also of Kentucky laymen.
By 1944 this Cburch Music School will have much to offer young women and young
men who want to dedicate their musical gifts to missionary and church service.

The members of the faculty and slaff returned 1o the Traiping School after a summer spent
in a vaciety ol activity, The men on the fatulty bave been busy in preaching, teaching and
lecturing engagements. Miss Lyne, teacher of missionary education, spent six weeks at Pea-
body College. Miss Tennant, teacher of speech, was empioyed 2t Camp Campbell in Kentucky
as a laboratory léhnician. Miss Fancber, the librarian, spent ane month in Birmingbam cata-
loging tbe books at W.M.U. headquarters. Miss Boone, tezcher of journalism, was martied in
August to Mr, Warner Fusselle; fortunately she sti} lives in our city and will continue bet cJass
in joummalism, Miss Mitchell, our house director, spent all her spare time on the “Victory Gar-
den” which produced much valuable food for the School. Mrs. Smith, our nurse, did private
pursipg in her home state. Misses Edwards, Bean and Littlejobn were at theje ususl summer
duties except for gulet vacations.

This year marks 1be largest enrolment since the session of 1924.25. Let us hope that the
power and influence of the School will increase in like measure.

-18-
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- Mra. W. H. Gray, Alsbama

Note: The references in italics are furnished by the “Committee on Improved
Uniform Lessons of the Internationat Sunday School Lessons”. The references in
heavy type are in keeping with the month’s missionary tapic and with the denomi-
nation’s emphasis on sgul-winning.

TOPIC: Paganism a Challenge to the Christian Witness—/sa, 45:20, 22, 23
“While Western Empires Own Their
MMII

“From north to sonth the princes meet”.

18 Day— Matt. 12:41, 42; 5:21-26

2nd Doy—Luke 13:29, 30; Moatt. 5:33-48
3rd Day—Judg. 5:1-12; Mar2 18:10-14
qik Doy—Psa. 47:1-9: 24:1-10

Sth Doy—Pon. 68:31-35; f:0.11:1-10
6th Day—Psa. 103:17-22; James4:1-10
7tA Doy Rev. 11518 { Jno, 1:2-15

“To I'ay Their Homage at Hin Feet”

8th Day—Ex. 20:4-6,20-23; Ma. 5:27-32
9%h Doy—Psa. 81:8-16; Mark 10:2-12
10tk Day—Pan, 99:1.9; Prov, 2:10-22
11th Day—1sa. 66:23, 24; Eph. 5:25.33
12tk Doy~Luke 4:5.8; f Cor. 13:1-8
13th Day—Ino. 4:18-28; Psa.78:1-8
Mtk Day—Rev, 15:4; Pia. 92:8-15

15th Day—Matt, 8:5-18; Lev. 19:12, 13
16tk Day—Mait. 18:1-17; Luke 19:1.20
17th Day—Matt. 13:18-85; Prov. 2:6-9
13th Dav—Matt. 13:36-53; ! Sam, 12:2.5
19th Day—Mark 13:21-26, 32, 33;

Tev. 19:33-37
20tk Doy—Mark 16:13-21; Prov, 11:1-3
215t Day—Jno, 10:24-30; Mal. 3:7-12

“And Sevage Tribes Attend His Word™

22nd Day—JIno. 12:32.50; Ez. 20:16; 23:1,7
23rd Doy—Acta 19:20; Mots. 5:33.37

24tk Day—~I Thess. 1:3-10; I Kings 5:20-27
25tk Day—! These. 2:1-20; Acts 5:1-11
26tk Day—] Thess. 3:1-14; Prov.6:16-19
27tk Day—Hebh. 11:1.16; I Som. 3:10-18
25th Doy—Heb. 11:17-29; Jno. §:42-47

29th Day—Heb. 11:30-40; Ex.20:17

30th Doy—Heb, 12:1, 2; Luke 12:13-25

“fray Pe”

Give thanks always that the Pil-
grim Fathers founded Amer.
ics as a place in which to
worehip God.

Thank the Heavenly Father that
the nationat Thanksgiving
Day originated in the Pilgrim
Fathers’ gratitude to God for
abundant crops.

Give thanks that each fall Chris-
tian Amerfcans remember to
praise God for the harvests.

Humbly intercede for world-wide peace through sllegisnce to Jesus Christ

dard Bdicon of the Revissd Bible, copprighmd by o

Quotations in rhis from the Amers
Internetons) Conncil of Refigiows Bducation, ure wed by lo permision,
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A t’é’[s-l'gfuc{y

Ells Broadus Rebertzon, Kentwcky
FRIENDS of PAUL (Road Philemon.y

HEN Saul surrendered suddenly to Christ near Damascus and was

lifted up from the roadside, he hadn’t a friend in the world. The

Christians would fear him, the Jews would hate and scorn. In the

three days of darkness, his mind traveled with the speed of light and

he began to “count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of

Christ”. Meantime the Lord was sending him his first friend. Ananias of Damascus

was airaid of him, exaclly as Saul expected, but came obediently, laid hands of

blessing upem him and baptized him. ~As years went by, what a host of friends

this man Paul acquired! Barnabas the generous hearted believed in him, before

the apostles in Jerusalem dared, and encouraged him to preach Christ boldly

there, as he had ‘done in Damascus. Afterwards these two worked a whole year

with the church in Antioch, which prepared them for their missionary journcy
together in Asia Minor.

Look at Paul’s iriends among young preachers, First: John Mark, kinsman
of Barnabas, who disappointed Paul by turning back at Perga but regained his
confidence and loved to wait on him when he was in prison in Rome. There was
Silas, who shared the second missionasy tour and shared the courage which could
sing praises at midnight in the Philippian jail, beaten and bruised, feet fast in
the stocks. There was Timothy, & convert of the first journey, a shy youang fellow
whom Paul took with him when he came back to Derbe, who was almost like a son
to the great apostle. There was Titus, a bolder spirit, whom Paul sent to Crete to
straighten out a difficult situation, and who succeeded. There was Epaphroditus
who brought the box of gifts from Philippi te Rome. There were Epaphras,
Aristarchus, Demas and others.

There were all sorts of men—{ellow-travelers, jellow-laborers. With Aquila,
a tent-maker like Paul, and his wife Priscilla he lived when in Corinth, all working
together with their bands while they talked. In the last chapter of Romans is an
exciting list of friends to whom Paul sends greeting. Priscilla and Aquila were
then back in Rome. Once, in Ephesus, he mentions these two “and the church
that is in their bouse”. So they were travelers too. They had the tact to teach
an eloquent young preacher, Apollos, things he should know and sent friendly
letters about him to the Christians in Corinth.

There were Philemon and his runaway slave, ,now a Christian, whom Paul
sent back, hinting that he might set him free, One of Paul’s best friends was Luke
the physician—how much we owe to that friendship; many hospitals are named
for Luke. And among the women were Eunice and Lois, Timothy's mother and
grandmother; Lydia in Philippi, no sooner a Christian than a witness and a worker,
the church presently mecting in her home; Euodia and Syntyche, who didn't work
well together, and Tryphena and Tryphosa, who did; Phoebe; and the dear old
lady who loved him like a son, the mother of Rufus.

Paul had the gift of saying in bis letters just what bis readers needed—chesr,
instruction or correction. How often it is just what we need tool So Paul is our
friend, a gift from Gaod to all of us.

-20-
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& XPLANATORY —/ ", OTE: The

following program is submitted for use by the
circles. Its explanatory material will be found
in the following monthly missionary magazines:
Royal Service, S0c a year from 1111 Comer Bidg.,
Birmingham 3, Ala.; The Window of Y.W.A., $1
a year from the same Birmingham address;
World Comrades, $1 a year from the same Bir-
mingham address; The Commission, 50c a year
from Baptist Foreign Mission Board, Richmond
20, Virginia; Southerm Baptist Home Missions,
25¢ a year from Baptist Home Mission Board,
Atlanta 3, Ga. Each one participating in the fol-
lowing program should have access at least to
the magazine in which her article appears. (See
also page 41 of 1043 W.M.U. Year Book end
page 22 of this magazine.)

R P @

amc]_.n gDRDGRAM DOPIC :

STRENGTHENING the COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
(Every Member Canvass)

Devotional Theme: “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar-
ingly and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully’—-ir Cor.
9:6. “See that ye abound in this grace also”—1I Cor. 8:7.

Every Member Canvass (See page 17 of this magazine.)

Men for Tomorrow’s Task (See November issue of World Comvades.)

Foreign Missions at Home (See November issue of The Window of Y.W .A.)

Winning Students In Free China (See November issue of The Commission.)

Native Christlans and Our Postwar Problems (See November issue of
The Commission.)

Mexican Churches Are Growing in Self-Support (See November issue of
Southern Baptist Home Missions.)

Some Principles of Baptist Cooperation (See November issue of Sowskern
Baptist Home Missions.) .

For a Debtless Denomination (See pagea 5-6 of thie magazine.)
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Prepared by Miss Edith Stokely, Tenneases
Student in Missionary Education Course 11
WAL Y. Training School, Lovisville, Ky.

POSTER: Cut world from black construction paper and paste it near the
top of a large piece of white poster cardboard. Cut an open Bible from white paper,
pasting it in the center of the world, printing on it in black ink the words: “I am
the Way, the Truth and the Light”, Let rays of light extend from the Bible to the
edges of the world. Beneath the world, print in large black letters: “For the Dark-
ness Shall Turn to Dawning”, In the righthand corner of the poster print the time,
date and place of the meeting,

INVITATIONS: Use black construction paper, three by four inches, printing
on each piece in white ink:
Don't stay in the dark about paganism,
Come to BW.C,
Time Place Date.

ROOM ARRANGEMENT: Use an informal seating arrangement. At one end
of the room place a table. In the center of the table have a world-globe. On one
side of the globe place the open Bible and the Christian flag; put on the other side
any idols, curios and pictures which seem representative of paganism. Pictures may
be found in The Commission; someone in the group may have or know where may
be borrowed facsimiles of idols. Onm five pieces of furniture in different parts of
the room place an unlighted candle and behind each a mounted picture representing
one of the Christian lights, these candles to be used during the program.

AIM of the PROGRAM : To make each member painfully aware of the existence
of peganism and to challenge each so that she will seek to do her part to dispel ihe
darkness of paganism, (For program material, see pages 24-32.)

PRESENTATION: In choosing the person to present “Paganism”, the leader
should select one who is familiar with the religions of tbe world, so that from her
own understanding she may give a clear, impressive picture of paganism. The per-
son who gives the second part may take the world-globe in her hands and speak as
if she were the world telling the price it pays for paganism. The person giving the
third part holds the Bible and represents the Christian witness with the answer to
the needs of the world. As “Lights against Pagan Darkness” is given, the speaker
reminds the group of the black picture of paganism and at the same time the room
is totally darkened, As she tells of the lights which Christian witnesses have set
to shine against the pagan darkness, she lights the five candles. The remainder of
the program should be held in the candlelight 10 be a vivid reminder to the group
that, although some of the darkness of paganism has been dispelled, there are still
heavy shadows and dark corners to challenge Christians. The last part may be a
discussion by the entire group as all are familiar with types of paganism in high
places. As the program closes, let the meditation be read while the pianist plays
softly “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations”. The program should be presented
ontly after prayerful preparation and discussion by those participating

See pages 13-14 for B.W.C. program for
December Week of Prayer,

22—

?70970#.‘7‘)/0)2&

Prepared by Mias Margaret Janc Childs, N. C.
Stadent in Missionary Education Coarse I
WA .U. Training School, Louirville, Ky,

POSTER: Beginning six inches from bot-
tom of white poster-board, print the fol-
lowing words diagonally across as
though they are coming from a micra-
phone: paganism, idols, fear, disease,
immorality, degradation, war. Print the
first word in small letters, increasing
size of letters gradually, spreading the
words fan-like until there are three rows
on the right. In the upper left corner
skeich an idol and, in lower right cor-
ner, a bank or factory. At lower left
give the place, time and date of meeting.

INVITATIONS: Use a post-card minia-
ture of the poster-suggestion or use a
folder on which an idol is sketched.
Within the folder print quotation of
Miss Anderson: “I now look upon idol
worshipers with more understanding . . .
I walk a little more softly before them”.
Add below the question: “What could
prompt a consecrated missionary to
write these words?” Give place, time
and date.

ROOM ARRANGEMENT: For atmos-
phere, arrange a neat display of idols
and fetishes against a dark red or royal
blue cloth. Placard each. These can
be made; for example: Africa—stone
or crooked stick; China—sketch of an
idol; Japan—diagram of rising sun; In-
dia—a large book; Tibet—a prayer-
wheel made like a windmill out of Tinker
Toys to which attach paper streamers
each bearing a word such as health,
money etc.; Pacific Eslands—picture of
a tree or a mountain. Be sure to in-
clude: American business man—money
bag; American woman—(costume) jew-
elry; American youth—picture of a
movie star, Above the display place a *

cross which can be lighted during the
i\{’lediution—“That Al Pagans May
now”.

PRESENTATION: For program mate-
rial see pages 24-32. During the sing-
ing of "I Love to Tell the Story”, pro-
gram chairman takes place at front of
room, After the hymn she announces
that today we are to consider the chal-
lenge of “Paganism to the Christian
Witness”. She asks if some one will
present the challenge. First speaker
rises and says that she would Jike to
tell of the challenge as she sees it. The
chairman calls her to the front. Follow-
ing her message the chairman asks if
there is another who will add to this
challenge—the second speaker rises and
comes forward; as she speaks she places
on a flannelboard or blackhboard the
words: disease, immorality, degradation,
fear etc. At the conclusion of ber chal
lenge the chairman calls on one (who
has been asked before the mecting) to
lead in prayer that all pagan people may
find God. After the singing of “O Zion,
Haste” the chairman will call for one
who will tell what the Christian wit-
ness has already done in pagan lands.
The fourth speaker may stand and of-
fer to show that Christianity can re-
move the “Price of Paganism”. The
chairman asks her to do so; and as she
speaks she may remove the words from
the board and place in their stead the
“Lights of Christianity”—healing for
disease etc. After the next hymn the
chairman gives the fiith part. As she
concludes, the cross over display is
lighted while the last speaker stands
at the back of the room and reads
clearly the “Meditation”.
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Mrs. C. D, Creasman, Tennesooe

THEME for YEAR: The Christian Witnese in Today’s World—
Isa, 43:10, 12

TOPIC for MONTH : Paganism a Challenge to the Christian Witness—
Isa. 45:20,22,23

Hymn—What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Bible Study—Friends of Paul—Epistle to Philemon (Page 20)
Prayer thanking God for the fellowship of Christian friends
Hymn—I1 Love to Tell the Story
Paganism

Prayer that all pagan people may find God
Hymn—O Zion, Haste

The Christian Witness in Pagan Lands
Lights against Pagan Darkness
Hymn—The Light of the World Is Jesus
Paganism in High Places
Meditation—That All Pagans May Know
Watchword for the Year —Hymn for the Year

Prayer that we may be faithiul witnesses that all the nalions of the earth may
know God and accept Jesus as their Savior

—The Price of Paganism

PAGANISM

'« The dictionary defines a pagan as one who does not worship the true
God. Christians, Jews and Mobammedans are listed as worshipers of
the true God: all others of the world’s worshipers, with their many
gods of many kinds, are listed as pagans. Paganism, then, is idol worship, nature
worship, spirit worship, ancestor worship and a thousand other forms of worship by
which people try to express their innate desire to find and give obeisgnce toa god.
Brabmanism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Shintoism are among the great pagan
religions of the world. ‘
To count all the gods of all the pagan peoples would be impossible. Tt is said
that the Nigerians have at least 401 different gods. Charms and fetishes; the
deification of the sun, moon, thunder, lightning, trees, rocks and animals; the belief
in witchcrait, the evil eye and demons; the adoration of departed spirits; the mak-
ing of hideous images to represent different gods—-all of this and much more are
included in pagan worship. The objects and forms of pagan worship vary from
the small idol in a secluded shrine to the “Great Buddha” in a heathen temple.
from the ancestral tablet in a Chinese home to the Egungun worship of departed
spirits in Nigeria, from the African belief in the power of charms to the American
Indian’s trust in the medicine-man, front the worship of the sacred cow in India
to the worship of the emperor in Japan.
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(’ h AGANISM is a broad word, taking in many of the world’s religions.

The most celebrated idol in the world is the image of Buddha in the temple
of Lhasa, Tibet. A traveler describes this great image as follows: “The fitst sight
is uncannily impressive. Before him are rows and rows of great butter lamps of
solid gold. Lighted by the tender radiance of these thirty or forty beads of light
the great glowing mass of the Buddha softly looms oul ghost-like and shadowless.
The crown i3 perhaps the most interesting of the many jewels, It is a deep coromet
of gold, set round and round with turquoise and heightened by five conventional
leavgg, each enclosing a goklen image of Buddha and encrusted with precious stones.
In tbe center, below the middle leaf, is a flawless turquoise six inches long and
three inches wide, the largest in the world".

Paganism is always superstitious. All the worship, beliefs and customs are
based on superstitions which seem very foolish to us whose minds are enlightened
by Christian truth. Tbe belief in evil spirits lies at the foundaton of most heatben
superstition. In the minds of heathen peoples the whole world is full of these evil
spirits which are seeking to bring trouble on them and therefore must be appeased
by some kind of worship.

In Nigeria the people worship Esu the devil. Sometimes the family builds
a house for Esu in front of their own dwelling. There they place a mat and some
food, believing that the evil one will be beguiled by theit provision for his comiort
1o stay in this camp house and so not enter the home.

Miss Ruth Walden telis of altars at the forks of the road near her home in the
chief city of the Benin tribe of west Africa. To these altars come crowds of people
in the evening bringing their gifts—banana stalks, foods of different kinds, bottles
with water in them, chickens which they kill thus offering their blogd sacrifices
to their gods. For those who are sick they bring gilts, burning them on the altar,
believing that by so doing the diseases will be left on the altar and their loved ones
will be well. Once when Miss Walden was working with flowers in her front yard
some friendly boys came Lo speak warning words saying: ‘Do not go near those
altars. The first person who passes alter a sickness is brought to the altar will
surely be afflicted with that same disease”. They could not understand why Miss
Walden was indiiferent to their warnings.

A missionary in China teli$ about seeing two women approach a shrine carrying
in their hands paper and fire. The paper was burned on the altar while above the
ilames the two women, their faces distorted with writhing pangs of sortow, waved a
child’s garment asking that the demon would permit the child’s spirit to retumn.
The point in this ceremony was that the child was very ill and the women thought
that if the demons could not be persuaded to give up the spirit which they bad taken
away the child would die. . .

These are merely illustrations of the thousands of superstitions which are parts
of pagan worship. We wonder how intelligent people can be so foolish in their
worship ideas. We must understand that it is but the natural groping of human
beings to find a god worthy of worship and to find a way of peace for their troubled
hearts and a way of salvation for their sinful souls. Miss Susan Anderson, in
So This Is Africa, gives a Christian girl's explanation of her ido! worship before her
conversion to Christianity. The girl said: “I knew that the idol I wqrshtpcd copld
not see and could not hear but somehow I hoped that my wors!n[? of it would bring
me aid from One who could help me. Now that T am a Christian, I know tlIa_t 1
was trying to make that idol do for me just what Christ waats to do for me—bring
me in touch with the great God—and that is the reason why I want to go and tell
every woman I see worshiping idols that I know the One whom she is needing and
seeking, Jesus”, Miss Anderson says: “Since hearing those words I bave looked
upon ido} worshipers with more understanding. When I come across food and
water at some place of worship or find a stone covered with the blood of some
chicken or animal, T walk a little more softsl.y before them”.
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Surely as we behold the devotion of pagan people to their gods we, too, fesl
that we must walk softly, As we see that Japanese woman who measured the length
of her body on the ground over and over for fifty miles, with the thermometer stand-
Jng at 120 degrees, that she might ring the bell in a temple to awaken her god, we
must tread softly.

Next door to Miss Walden lived a chief of the Benin tribe. In his house, built
around the wall somewhat off of the ground, was a long altar on which stood many
idols. Every morning about 5:30 o’clock Miss Walden heard this man begin to
pray to these fdols. On until 9 o’clock his worship contmyed as he brought his
gifts and cried out to his gods. Surely we must tread softly in the presence of such
devotion, even to false gods.

Over half of the world’s population is pagan. Over 100 million in Africa,
over 400 million in China, over 300 million in India, over 90 million in Japan, other
millions in the islands of the sea are pagans in the strictest sense of the term, wor-
shiping gods of different kinds and knowing nothing of the one true God. When
we realize that the Mohammedans numbering over 200 miilions are pagans, in that
they have a wrong conception of God and do not know His Son Jesus, and that
millions who are sumbered among Cbristians bow before images and observe re.
ligious ceremonies that are more pagan than Cheistian, we can understand that a
vast majority of earth’s people live in pagan darkness, worshlpat:g false god_s that
can give them no comiort and peace in this world and no promise of salvation in
the world to come.

These millions of pagan peoples are a great challenge to the Christian witness,
to send to them the Word of truth, replacing their dead idols with the living God,
their empty religious ceremonies with a spiritual worship and their pagan darkness
with Christian light.

The PRICE of PAGANISM

HE world pays a high price for paganism. The following are cited as
among the costliest:
Disease-~The physical suffering of heathen people is great.
Paganism teaches no rules of sanitation and offers no scientific cure for diseases.
Paganism has never built a hospital and has never trained a real doctor.

In Africa plagues of malaria, yellow fever, smallpox, sleeping sickness, dysen-
tery, blindness and leprosy take their yearly toll of human life. For the treaiment
of these ailments paganism provides only the witch-doctors who rely upon poisonous
weeds and incantations, disregard hygiene and so help to spread rather than to cure
these diseases.

Much heathen worship is connected with physical suffering. Pagans believe
that sickness is caused by evil spirits and so worsbip idols in an effort to drive the
evil spirits away. For illustration, in Africa the people worship the smaflpox god.
At the smallpox season, when the people are afraid of the disease, they make their
offerings to this god. Miss Walden tells that in one v{llage when there was a small-
pox epidemic the smallpox priest put up a new white idol and fenced it in, allow-
ing the people to come only to the fence for their worship. When the priest him-
self died with the smallpox the people lost faith in the god and went to the Chris.
tian missionaries to learn a better way.

A favorite treatment of heathen doctors is to stick needles in the human body
to drive out the evil spirits. Sometimes hundreds of such needle pricks can be found
in one body. Once a mother brought a three-weeks-old baby to a missionary dis-
pensary in China. The child was a pitiful little object of mere skin and bone. The
mother explained (hat it had either been poisoned out of spite or was possessed of
an evil spirit. "See”, said she, “I have done all I could to let out the poison of

~26-

devil”’; and she pointed to a number of small deep cuts with the blood dried on
them. The mother, in her superstition, had mutilated the body of ber baby in this
terrible way.

Low Levela of Existence—The standards of living for pagan people are
usually very low. Their homes are filthy, unsanitary and uncomfortable huts,
usually inhabited not only by large families but also by as many domestic fowls and
animals as the family can afford. Millions of people in pagan lands are constantly
on the verge of starvation and have never in all their lives had enough to eat. The
ordinary comforts considered necessary in our way of life are unknown in Africa and
among the masse$ of people in India, China and Japan,

Paganism breeds immorality. In Africa 2 man's standing is estimated by the

number of wives in his compound. In China, too, 2 man thinks pothing of taking
a second wife or maybe more into his home, After living for years in India Lord
Macaulay said of Hinduism: “Of all superstitions it iz the most immoral. Emblems
of vice are objects of public worship. Crimes against life, crimes against property
are not only permitted but enjoined by this adious theology”. Ome writing of the
immorality of Buddbism says: “The most hideous ceremonies, the most obscene
books that human hands ever wrote or the human brzin ever conceived, the most
bestial forms that ever passed under the name of religion have all been the ¢reation
of degraded Buddhism”,
Degradation of Women—Once a missionary visited an African chief.
As he entered the dark hut he thought he saw an object lying aver in one corner.
As his eyes became accustomed to the darkness he realized that it was an old woman
and was told that she was one of the wives of the chief and that she was blind.
Said the missionary, “We could perbaps cure her in our Christian hospital”. The
chief merely shrugged his shoulders as he said: “Oh, why bother? She doesn’t
matter”, That is the pagan attitude toward women. They “don't matter”. When
Buddha was asked whether a woman could tread the noble eightfold path he said:
“No™, that women’s feet were too weak to tread it. In the Buddhist faith no
woman, as a waman, can be saved. Her only hope is that by austerity, by prayers,
by offerings to the priest she might, in some far distant turn of the wheel of ex-
istence come back to earth as a man and then be a subfect of salvation. Con-
fucius taught that a woman had no sou] and so was inferior to man. Before Chris-
tianity changed the Chinese attitude toward women there was no education for
women who then were looked upan as “stupid females” who could not learn.

With the degradation of women have come the degradation and mistreatment
of children. The child-widows of India, the custom of foot binding in China, the
destruction of motherless babies in Africa and other atrocities perpetrated on chil-
dren have through the centuries been the price which paganism has demanded of
child-life, While, with the advance of Christianity, some of these heathenish cus-
toms against childhood are passing away, the lot of pagan children is still far from
a fortunate one, Girl babies especially are little wanted and little appreciated by
many pagan parents.

Fear—The lives of pagan people are dominated by fear, “fear of the
spiritual power of evil spirits that are all pervasive and lying ever in wait to hurt”,
Pagan fear has been described as follows: “Ghosts of the most diverse_kmd lurk in
houses and village; in the field they endanger the produce of labor; in the forest
they terrify the wood-cutter; in the bush they haunt the wanderer. From them
come diseases, madness, death’ of cattle and famine. Malicious demons lie in wait
for the child from the day of its birth; they swarm around the houses at might;
they spy through the chinks of the walls for the helpless victims. Gigan_tic spirits
stride through the villages scattering epidemics around them; they duck in the sea
and rivers with the view of dragging travelers into the depths. They are not laugh-
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ing fauns or mocking satyrs but merciless messengers of death”." How terrible it is
that over half of the people of the world are possessed by such fears as thesel
Hopelessness—The highest price of paganism is the hopelessness of its
“Victims, Pagans live a hopeless existence in this world and they face a hopeless
eiernity. All pagan religions are an effort to find something that will satisly the
humger of the soul and bring hope [or time and eternity. A visitor stood in a ram-
shackled old heathen temple in China and witnessed the performance of a native
as he tried to worship his god. He burnt intense and poured out libations of wine
and water. He placed before the idol meat and other provisions for a banguet.
He prostrated himself on the dirt floor and struck his forehead three times upon
the ground. When he arose to go the visitor asked: “Has this worship helped you?
Has it given you peace?” After hesitating a bit the worshiper answered, “No”.

No pagan worship brings peace. Therc is no satisfaction in it. There is no
hope in it. People whose god s an image of wood and stone live a miserable ex-
istence (rom day to day and face death with a sense of lerror and hopelessness.
Someone has described the hopelessness of heathenism as follows: ] do not know
of a more pitiful object than an old heathen woman who sees death approaching.
The long years of weary, monotonous drudgery have dragged slowly by. She has
had no Christian sympathy, no songs of love, no sweet hour of prayer, no Bible,
no Christ, no hope of better times. And at the end of the dreary journcy she
stands beside a big hole in the cold ground and imagines the devils are all around
her waiting to push her in; and there is no eye to pity and no arm to save”,

This is heathenism—hopeless in life, hopeless in death, hopeless for eternity.
g 1L is encugh to arouse the heart of every Christian to do his utmost to give 1he

Gospel of light to all who dwell in pagan darkness.

The CHRISTIAN WITNESS in IPAGAN LANDS

AID a Hindu Lo Dr. E. Stanley Junes: “You are the boldest man I have
ever seen. You say that you have found Gud". VYes, we who are Chris-
tians have found God whom the pagans vainly seek in their many forms

of worship. We have found Him in the person of His Son Jesus, The heathen
make their idols in an effort to have some tangible something to represent their
god, some object to which they can give their soul's devotion. Jesus is tangible.
He is real, He reveals God to us. Jesus is the answer 1o every desire of the papan
heart. “The greatest news that has ever been broken 1o the human race is the news
that God is like Christ".

We Christians who have found God in Christ must share Him with the millions
who are seeking God but can never find Him in their heathen worship. When Christ
is proclaimed, the heathen heacl responds: when His Gospel is preached, the
heathen ear listens; when He is lifted up, the heathen soul is drawn to Him. *Jesus
appeals to the soul as light appeals to the eye, as truth fits the conscience, as beauty
speaks to 1he aesthetic nature. Christ and the soul are made for one another and.
when they are brought together, deep speaks to deep and wounds answer wounds
(Dr. E, Stanley Jones).

Years of Christian witness in pagan lands prove the power of Christianity to
save the souls ahd transform the lives of heathen people. It isn't easy for pagans
to comprehend and accept the blessed truths of the Bible. Age-old customs and
superstitiens and the idol worship which have lasted for many generations are not
easily relinquished but when the peaple are willing to give Jesus a chance He casts
out every fear, transforms their lives and brings joy, peace and the assurance of
salvation to their souls.

The Christian witness proclaims Christ in a heathen village. The people hear
and gradually understand and accept the message. They burn their idols, they
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clean up their homes and their lives, they learn to read that they might read the
Pible, they plan for a better education for their children. Their faces change,
(heir lives change, their village becomes a different place. This has happened
many times and could happen in every heathen community if there werz ¢nough
Christian witnesses to reach them all,

A few years ago we were charmed by the magnetic personality and the sweel
Chrisgian graces of Mrs. F. Y. Q. Ling who traveled through our southland as a
repreSentative of the W.M.U. of China. We must remember that she wauld have
been a pagan except for the saving power of Jesus. Miss Neale Young tells us of
the beautiful Christian life of her W.M.U, helpers among the African women. With
bundles on their heads and their babies tied to their backs they will go from place
10 place to teach Alrican women to serve the Master. They say, “We count that
day lost when we have not led some soul nearer to Jesus”. We must remember
that these were once pagan women. Generalissimo and Madam Chiang Kai-shek,
Kapawa and thousands of others, who could be named as noble Christians, would
be pagans except for the redeeming power of Jesus in their lives.

Sadhu Sundar Singh, a great Christian of India was asked, “What bhave you in
Christiznity that you didn't have in other religions?”* He answered, “I bave Christ”.
Again he was asked, “What particular principle or doctsine have you found?” and
his answer was, “I have found Christ”. It is the mission of the Christian witness
10 help pagan people to find Christ, for in Him they find all that they need, all that
they desire. When they know Jesus they can join us in saying to Him in the
words of the poet Geo. W. Doane:

“Thou art the Way: to Thee alone irom sin and death we flee;
And he, who would the Father seck, must seek Him Lord in Thee.
“Thou art the Truth: Thy Word, alone, true wisdom can impart;
Thou only canst instruct the mind and purify the heart.
“Thou ars the Life. the rending tomb proclaims Thy conquering arm;
And those, who put their trust in Thee, not death nor hell shall harm.
“Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: grant us and them to know that Way,
That Truth to know, that Life to win which leads to endless day”.
* LIGHTS agsinst PAGAN DARKNESS
HRISTIAN witnesses have set many lights to shine against the background
_  of pagan darkness. Every Christian hospital, every Christian school, every
Christian church, every Christian home, every Christian individual, mission-
ary or national in a pagan land are lights helping to dispel the darkness of
heathenism.
The LIGHT of Christian Education—Paganism ia born of ignorance and
breeds still more ignorance. Therefore Christian education is a means of dispelling
heathen darkness. Christian missions of every denomination in every land have
established schools which shine as a brilliant light against the darkness of paganism.
Schools are powerful agencies for evangelization in the saving of students, in the
reaching of pagan homes and in the training of those who become witnesses of hight
in pagan darkness. ,
The Light of Christian Literature—The entrance of God's Word gives
light. The Bible may be read in almost all pagan languages, and as it 18 read and
the people receive its message Christian light shines mid pagan darkpess. A goup
of converted Hottentots once said: “When the Bible came Lo us we were naked; we
lived in caves and on the tops of the mountains; we painted our bodies with red
paint. The Bible charmed us out of the caves and from the tops of the mountains.
Now we know there is a God".
—29-




The Light of Christian Healing—A heathen man in China was heard
.10 say of a Christian doctor whom he saw walking down the street, “There goes
Jesus Christ”. When asked why he spoke thus he replied: “Does he not help the
poor, heal the sick and preach the Gospel?” Such is the heathen testimony to the
light shining in the lives of medical missionaries. In China and Africa southern
Baptist hospitals and dispensaries have been most effective agencies for the disper-
sion of Cbristian light. Last year more than 3000 patients were treated in our
hospital in Oghomosho, Nigeria. That means almost 3000 pagan lives, almost that
many pagan bomes and perhaps hundreds of pagan communities touched by the
Gospel. One wriling of the bealing work last year in China says: *The rich and
the poor, the high and the low have come for healing but have found that which
is more greatly to be prized, even the knowledge of Him who came to bear their
sins in His own body”. In this time of war the work of the medical missionary
is making a profound impression on the heathen world and many are turning ftom
pagan darkness because they see the light of Christian healing.
The Light of Christian Reliefl—Today against the darknesa of paganism
shines the light of Christian reliei work. It is the Christian people of the world
who are feeding the hungry and ministering to the homeless and helpless refugees
of pagan and other lands. We are glad that in the last five years southern Baptists
have given a million dollars for “World War Relief”. Every month $35,000 goes
from our Foreign Mission Board to feed China's hungry millions. In a recent
issue of T'he Commission we read that grateful citizens of a war-torn city in China
have set up a plaque reading: “Our deep gratitude to the families in this place
who, through the thing inside them called Christianity, have done maore lo nurse
our sick and our wounded and to help our troubled people than any group we
knqw"A That “something inside people called Christianity" expressing itself in
oving ministrations for suffering peoples will lead nations from pagan darkness te
hristian light.
he Light of Christian Evangelism—All Christian lights in pagan lands
are evangelistic. Christian missionaries feed the hungry, cure the sick and en-
lighten the mind that they might win lost souls to Christ. We rejoice because pagan
hearts are open to the Gospel message as never before. The unreached pagan
villages of Africa beg for missionaries. Of China it is said: “Mbre people are
ready to hear, more hearts are friendly to the Gospel (han ever before, American
aid to China has created friendship. ~Gifts to the suffering, starving people and
the saving of homeless little ones have prepared the masses to hear about the love
of Jesus”, It is the blessed privilege of southern Baptists to meet these evangelistic
opportunities of pagan lands by sending Christian witnesses who will set so many

Christian lights shining in the heart of
P sy pacan people that heathen darkness shall

PAGANISM in HIGH PLACES

ﬂ T is a sad fact today that paganism is not confined to pagan lands. Pagan
' ideals have pushed their way up to occupy high places, even in lands long
considered Christian. The present global war is a product of paganism and

Is a struggle between Christian and pagan philosophies.

Naziism is pagan. Jt denies the supremacy of Christ and repudiates all His
leachings. It sets up the state as being more important than the individual and
make_s idols of matenalistic philosophies and of Hitlerism and German nationalism.
The idea that the German people are a superior race and (herefore must rule all
other races has led them to commit crimes which place them among the most cruel
and vicious of pagan peaples.

Japan has always been numbered among pagan nations. In this present struggle
she 1s graphically proving the power of paganism to debase the ideals of a people.
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Japan, too, is making a god of her nationalism. Emperor worship and the idea that
the Japanese are a superior race are back of the brutish behavior and the cruel
sirocities perpetrated by Japan upon her enemies.

Our nation, counted among the Christian nations of the world, has entered
the war to save hersell and the world from these pagan ideals. But the questions
anise: “Is our nation altogether free from paganism? 1Is she not in danger of being
defeated within by the same foes which she fights without? Does America have
any idols? Is America in any sense pagan?”

Sadhu Sundar Singh, a notable Christian convert of India, once made a speak-
ing tour through our country. When, on leaving San Francisco, he was asked
what he thought of America his reply was: “I fear that America will lose her own
soul in her Juxury and“her magd absorption in pleasure”. A young Chinese, after
studying in America several years, said: ‘‘You Americans haven't any golden
calves but you have other idols. You bow down before the biggest factory, the
tallest building, the [astest auto. A creed for you would have o start wilk some-
thing about mass production and end with praise of cash surplus. I'll be glad to
get back 1o China where life is simpler and our gods less a menace”. We fear that
this indictment against American paganism by foreign visitors is all teo true,

The fight between pagan and Christian philosophies must continue on the
battlefields of the world and within American life. We may win in the struggle
with nazi, fascist and Japanese paganism but if within our own nation we continue
to worship at the shrines of godless materialism, racial prejudice, economic injustice
and sinful pleasures oar fight against paganism will be lost.

Paganism is a challenge to Christian witnesses at home and in other lands.
Let us send the Gospel to every heathen community in the world. Thebp let us
make our own land so Christian that pagan philosophies will be swallowed up in
the ideals and teachings of Jesus.

MEDITATION—That ALL PAGANS MAY KNOW

“They have no knowledge that carry the wood of their graven image, and
pray unto a god that cannot save”. In these words the prophet Isaiab describes
the futility of pagan weorship.

“Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and
there is none else”. In these words Esaiah gives God's message to all heathen people.

“The word is gone forth from My mouth in righteousness and shall not return,
that unto Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear”. This is the promise
of success to Christian witnesses wha proclaim to pagans (he Gospel of salvation.

In this closing moment of meditation may we realize the lost condition of
beathen people. May we lead them to find in Jesus the God whom they seek, that
they may look to Him from the ends of the earth and be saved. May we continue
our witness to heathen peoples until every pagan knee shall bow before God, until
every pagan tongue shall call upon the name of Jesus for salvation and until every
pagan soul shall find joy, peace and satisfaction in His love.

C_:.N+ﬂ""@

QUESTIONS for REVIEW and DISCUSSION

1. Define paganism.

2. Whal are the great pagan nations of the world?

3. How many pagan people are there in the world?
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4. Tell of some pagan superatitions,

S. Discuss the physical suffering of pagan peoples.

6. Tell of the immorality of pagan religions.

7. Tell of the fears of pagan people.

8. Why do pagan religions give no hope to people?

9. Discuss the power of the Christian witness in pagan lands.
10. Tell of some Christian lights that shine amid pagan darkness.
11. Discuss nazi paganism.

12. Is there any paganism in America?

13. Discuss the present war as a struggle of Christianity against paganiam.
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REFERENCE MATERIAL

The joliowing list of reference material is the chief source used in the preparation of foregoing
program, and credit is hereby given for focts and suggestions derived thesefrom o3 well as for
matier guoted in whole oy in part, Puriher interesting material ond kelp may de found in this
listed material ond in leoflels suggested in this number which moy be obtained for a jew
cenis from W.MU. Literature Depariment, 1331 Comer Bidg., Birmingkom 3, Ala. See list of
{eafiets on poge 3.

The Window of YW.A,

The Commission

State Denominational Papers

Christ of Every Road.................... ...

Day Dzwn in Yoruba Land. .

So This Is Africa.....occooeeoeee 0
Only a Missionary.......c.ccccoeeoevre

The Desire of All Nations.._......

—World Comrades
—Southern Baptist Home Missions

reiienenenEL Stanley Jones
ccrrmrsinnenCo E. Maddry
ccereenee Sts2N Anderson

et eirerverneienneenn T B Ray
oo Eghert W, Smith

THANKS for ROYAL SERVICE GROWTH

HANKS to you, your circle, your saciety and to thousands of others who
join with you in using mission literature 1o promote the Kingdom of God,
the circulation of this magazine for November will be 127,000 copies.

Please sustain and help 1o increase this record by renewing and by getting others
to renew and yet others to subscribe at 50c a year each to

- é‘ 1111 Comer Bldg.
[’ OYAL <O ERVICE Birminghem 3, Ala,

For 3a DEBTLESS DENOMINATION (Condluded from Page 6}
Baptist ranks. Let all who have subscribed to the Hundred Thousand Club
or other efforts for debt-clearance keep right on to the end. Let also others, who
have had only intermittent participation or none, now come in with the rglniorge-
swnt of their gifts to provide the momentum to put us all over the goal line with
ample margin to spare,

Here at Southwestern in the very beginning days of our new semester we have
¢enrolled seven hundred consecrated young men and women who are devotefi to
training for efficiency in Kingdom building. What an army! This same situa-
tion can be duplicated in our other seminaries. One can hardly trust himself for
fear of seeming to write with exaggeration as be conterr!p.lates the incalculable
potency of such a company. Think of the new day of privilege and progress for
these institutions unshackied by debi—turning staggering sums which have gone
in interest payments into capital for belter equipment, increase in teaching per-
sonnel and the other indispensables for better work all along the line. Then lift
up your eyes to see this rich stream of trained leadership meeting the new day
and the waiting isles and nations with the one adequate message: namely, that
of redeeming love as expressed on the cross of Calvary.

Altogether now! We are on the last miles of the journey legding into the
stalion of freedom from debt. With the help of God and our unstmte_d coopera-
tion we shall travel these remaining miles honorably, gloriously, victoriously.

THIS MONTH and NEXT

Worthy for unnumbered good reasons is the reaching of the Standard
of Excellm:me by each WM.U. organization whether for women or young
people. Since eack of these standords is rechoned with the calendar year,
there are now only two months left for checking up and attaining desired goals.
All such is clearly set forth on pages 27-31, 83-85 of the 1943
W.M.U. Year Book. Earnestly seek to be standard! -

SAFEGUARDING NOV, 29-DEC, 3

“Earnest effort by the W.M.S. to guard against the holding of
study courses or other activities during the Seasons of Prayer”—
Thus is set forth on established policy and purpose of Woman's Mis-
sionery Union. If your church or association is planning to use Novem-
ber 29-December 3 for emphasis other than that of the W.M.U, Week of
Prayer for Foreign Missions, please promptly endeavor to get all such
plans changed so as not to divert altendance upon' and earnest interest it
the approaching Season of Prayer.

LIST of CAUSES (Concluded from Page 9)

. Bible Fund of Publishing House, Rio, Brazil......

. Rent and Student Employment Fund, Semi
Argentina ..o . ;

. Seminary Building Projects, Buenos Aires, Argentina

. Building, First Baptist Church, Femuco, Chile...........

. Expenses, Industrial Institute, Corrente, Brazil..

. College Church, Rio, Brazil.. . ... ...

. New Mission in West China........commmiirincrens

. Upkeep Training School, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

. Day Schools, All China........ccommmresicirmnnsiaee

. Current Expenses, Seminary, Hwanghsien, (;hlqa.

. Current Expenses, Seminary, Ogbomoso, Nigeria. .. ioinnrnsiimrusannn.

. Love Building, Rio College, Brazil . .

. Don Pablo Besson Memorial Church, Buenos Aires, Argenlina

. Building, First Baptist Church, Valparaiso, Chile. ..cc.ccccrmrcriivcn

. Building, Second Baptist Church, Santiage, Chile.....oovriivciirees

. Yet to Be Decided..................ooooioie
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Discussed by Mrs. W. C. James, Yirginia

Our program topic for this month is “Paganism a Challenge to Christian Witness”
with three subheads: “Where It Holds Sway”, “The Price the World Pays”, “Lights
against the Darkness”. Mrs. Creasman in her fine development of the topic re.
minds us that “Paganism” and “Lights against the Darkness” are not only to be
found in what we think of as heathen lands and in the islands of the sea but in all
lands whether nominally Christian or heathen. The following five items have beep
chosen as illustrations of this fact,

Where Foond—J. Edgar Hoover in an  of the Scriptures in pazd-occupied Czechoslo-
article in tbe Christion Hergld says: “This wvakia and that Ernst Harssck—son of the
country found its place ip the sup under »  famous Professor Adolf Von Harmack known

leaderabip that put God and country abhove
buman selfishpeas and tbe individual; but the
idolatry of moaterialism practiced in the gen-
eration preceding this developing geperation
came dJose to transforming our lard into a
new pations? Sodom and Geomorrab”,

to every Christian student, a man who wa
¢ brilliant lawyer and who served his govern-
ment loyally until the nazis came into power—
bas fallen a victim as ope whose Mtfe and tesch-
ings are contrary to the pagen edicts of Adolf
Hitler,

Where Found -- According to report a
world center of Buddhi corresponding in
importsnce to the Vatican as the seat of Ro.
man Cathollcisrs, is to be set up in Japanese.
occupied Thailand. Buddhiam is the state re.
ligion of Thailand. At the ssme time the
Japanese are seeking to win to Buddhism those
people of Burma who are not yet of thelr

The Price—Myr. Hoover xaid the above
in the light of the following facts set forth in
his article: “In 1942, among boys under 21
years of age, we bad an increase in arfests
of 17 per cent for assault, 26 per cent for
disorderly conduct, 30 per cent for drunken-
ness and 10 per cent for rape, Tbe increase
in arresis among girls under 21 s disgraceful
end alarming: last yeae there were increases
of 29 per cent for homicide, 27 per cent for
larceny, 64 per cent for prostitution, 124 per
cent for vagrancy, &9 per cent for disorderly
conduct and 39 per cent for drunkenness”,

‘Where Found and the Price—We are in-
formed tbat the Bohemian Bible Society hus  new understanding and tolerance toward Chris.
been forbidden te publish or distribute copies  tianity in Turkey,

LIGHTS against the DARKNESS

A young man in the American arwy in Bumma writiog (o his father, a Baptist minister,
paid the following tribute to Baptist missions {n Burma: “Burma missionaties must be a wonder-
{u] folk, You might write to Missions and say that, from everything I can Jeim, they are loved
and revered by every one with whom they cowe in contact. ‘They certainly have helped grestly
the reputation of America”.

The Ching Critic, organ of the intellectuzls, often sevemely critical of Christian work in the
past, says: “One of the many things that have come out of the present war bas been the realization
that; whatever doubts may have existed in the past, Christian missions in China fully aod lo-
dlspepsadly justify their existence. . .. They have definitely their place in the life of the nation”
Lock up yout September Commission and on page 20 read what is sald there of the sacrificial
giving of some of the meémbers of our Chinese W M. U.

From the Christian Century we learn that education in south Africa is stll in the bands of
Christian missions. African teachers are trained by missions in missionary schools which ar
crowded and have long waiting lists.

A pew expenment in British religious life has beep taking place in Birmingham, England
Twenty-ope students, both men aad women, assembled for an 11-weeks’ cotiese In Cheistian yould
leadership—Wotchmon- Ezaminer,

Notwithstanding the difficulties ahead of them 73 missionaries bave embarked from the
Iclnhfed States for mission fields in Africa and Asia. S$o says the secretary of the Foreign M%

onference.

Buddbist organization there.

Where Found and & Ray of Light—Mis
sion cireles in Turkey say that the die-hard
fanatical sections of Mobhammedanism in Tur-
key are still active but that the new Turklsh
translation of the Bihle is responsible for

-

{aith and to this end have already started s
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Mrs. W. C. Henderran, Arizana

EHOL‘ wha wouldst teach, bast thou been truly taught?
Hast thou in thy soul's call true beauty wraught?

Thou who wauldst others feed, art thou full fed}

By thce 1o green wide pastures ¢an the young be led?

(—MONDAY
Rev and M. H Rodeiguez, Arricte, Rev.
and Mrs. M. Vasquez, Quisbr. Cuba, cvan.
srlistic work
Thoau ie Thy metey hasl bd farh the
people which Thau hast redvemed.
--Ex 1513

2—=TUESDAY
Hantist beffevers in Manchuria

The hand nf aur Gl was wpaon us. 3nd He
delivered us from the hand af our cnemy.
-Eers A:3)

3—~WEDNESDAY
Annual  meeting of Woman's  Mlssienary
Uninn af Colitornia Fresho, Nav. 3

mly fear the Lord and <tve i in truth
with all voee begrt 1 Sam 12

I—-THURSDBAY
Kev. and thrs. H. 1L Culpenper, Misses
‘Fern Harriaging 1and  *Clra Morrison,
evangelistic work. {'hinese Language School,
Hipuio, &)
The Lord is theie ~teength and e is (he
waving siteneth of His anainted —I'sa, 28:8

S—FRIDAY
Kev  and 3IMrs. &, Pasetts, W. Tampa,
Fla, "Miss Teactic Lavendvr, Ransas Gty
Mou., evangelistic work amnng ltalians
The Kingdom of Giad is nat meat and drink
hut righteausnese and peace and joy in the
Huly Spirit ---Rom 1417

i—SATURDAY
Misscs tlenel] Greer, 1§Cornelia Leavell and
tVirginia Matbis, appaintess to China, Cal-
lege of Chinese Studies. Berkeley, Calif.
‘The Spirit irsell bearcth witness with aue
spitit 1hat we ure the children of God
—-Ram. 8:1¢

_r

i—SUNDAY
Rayal Ambassadnr Fncus Weck, Navember
712
That ve may be blameless in the day el
our Lord jesus Christ—t Cor. 1:3

—Fannie E.S. Heek by Mrs. W. C. James

S_MONDAY
Rev. T. A Bas. Hnugten. Re . E. Qctexa,
Fl raso, Rev F  Garza. Abilcne, Texas,
cvangelistic wurk among Mexicans

Unto everyone af us is given grace accord.
ing 10 the measure of the gift of Chtisi.
—Foh 47

9—TUESDAY
Annual mectings of Woman's  3lissionary
Union of Texns. Dallas. and of Arizona,
Choeniz, Novembee 9-10

Whatsoever ye da. da il 1o (he glary af
God.—[ Car. 10:M1

1IN—WEDNESDAY
Rev. and M. ). L. Rifley as#Miss Min-
nie Landrum, educational <vungelistic work.
Rio de Jsoeiro. Brazil
‘That y¢ might be filled with the knowledge
of His will—Cal, 19

11 —=THURSDAY
World-wide peace accarding to Cheistian
principles
The Lourd will give sieengeh unta His pear
ple; the Lard will hless Hie penple with
peace.—Psa, 29:11

12—FRIDAY
Dr. and Mrs. C. Richardwon, Kansus Cidy,
Mo., Miss Evnice lack<an, Kaleigh, N, C.,
cdueational-cvangellstic wark among  their
owp Negro race

Fear nat. neither be sliscouraged,
—Ucur. 1:21

13—SATURDAY
xztMiss Flora Dodson, Hongkong, sxttMiss
Jessie  Green. Wuchow, xxtMiss Lydia
Gteene, Canton, China, cducationat-evan-
gelistic work
3 It had not Leeh the Lord who was on

aur side . . . then had the #nemy swallowed
us up quick.— Paa, [23:2.
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Qalendar of Prayer for November

14—SUNDAY
Dr. and Mrs. ®. C. Newton, Mrs. E. F.

Tatum, emeritus missionaries. China

They shall eat of the frait of their doings.
—a. 3:10

15—MONDAY .
Annual meclings ot Woman's DMissionary
Union of New Mexico. Portales, Oklaboma,
Oklahoma Cilty, Nov. 15-16

Exalt ye the Lord our God and warship
at His footsinol: for He is holy,—Psa. 99:§

16—TUESDAY
Rev. W, D. Baker, F1. Worth. Tes.. Rev.

G. Bellamy, Oklahoma City, Rev, A. L.
Lowther, Tulsa, Okla., Rev. A. E. Pardue.
Baton Rouge, La., speciul city evangelistic
work

Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it. as
the Lord thy God hath commanded thee

—Deut. 5:12
17—WEDNESDAY
Missionary appeintees: Mr. and Mrs, J. D.
Hughey, Russia, Mr. and Mes J. B. Undet.
wood, Brazil

That all the kingdoms of the earth may
know that Thou art the Lord God, even
Thou ¢nly—I11 Kings 1919

18—THURSDAY

Rev. C. G. Carter, El Paso, Texas, Rev.
A. L. Kirkwood, New Orleans, La., Rev.
M. C, Stith, Washington, D. €., special
evangelistic work in cities
The Lord give thee wisdom and under-
standing.~—1 Chron. 22:12

19—FRIDAY
Rev. and xxiMrs. M. E, Brantley, educa-
tional-evangelistic work. Benin City, Dr.
and Mrs. H. D. McCamey, medical-evan.
geiistic work, Ogbomosho. Nigeria
He seat them to preach the Kingdam of
God and to heal the sick —Luke 9:2

20—-SATURDAY
Rev. D. Levy, Balabano, Res. C. Mogena.

Trinidad, Rev. A, Traveize. Vueltas. Cuba.
evangelistic work

The righteous Unrd Joveth righienueness.
His c¢ountenance doth behold the upright

—Pss 13 7

21—SUNDAY
Dr. and Mrs. C. W. Proit, Mes, S, E.
Stephers. emeritus missionaries from China

Thr Lord knoweth the days of' the upright
and their inheritance zhall be forever.

—Pa. 3718
22--MONDAY
Rev, and Mrs. J. Hitcher. Stillwell, *Miss
Helen Lloyd, Hoidenville. Qkla., evangelistic
wark among Indians

Be ye therefore followers of Gl ::-.th-nr
children. —FEph, $:1

23—-TUESDAY

Dr. and xxMes. W. H, Tipton, publica-

tionalevangelistic work, Shanghai. Dr. and

§°Mrs. B. ). Cautben, evangelistic wark.

Rweilin, China

The ssivation of the righteous is the Lord:

He is their strength in time of troubty,
=—Psa_ 37:10

24-~WEDNESDAY
Rev. and Mrs. R, Paret, Buena Vista

Rev, and Mrs. E. Vasquez, Pinar dei Rio.
Cuba. evangelistic wark

He shall reward eveey man sccording 1 fiis
works. —Matt. 16:27

25—THURSDAY

That Cheistian people everywhere shal] ren-
der humble thanks for the bountiful mercies
of God

Humble yourselves. thetefore. under (he
mighty hand of God. that He may exal
you in due time.—I Pet. 526

26—FRIDAY

xxRev. and $Mes. P. D Sullivan, Florian-
apolis, Rev. aad *Mrs, S, S, Stover, Maccio,
Brazil, evangelistic wark

Freely ye have received, [reely give.
~Matt, 10:8

27—SATURDAY
Rev, and Mrs. M. C. Garcia, San Antonio,

Rev, D. Treviza, Brownwood, Tezas, evan-
gelistic work among Mexicans

The Father sent the Son to be the Savior
of the world. =1 Jne. 4:14

28—SUNDAY
Rev. and tMrs, W. W. Adams, emeritus
missionartes from China

The Lord is my shepherd: 1 shall not
want.—~Psa, 23:1

29_MONDAY
xxtMiss Alds Grayson, medical-evangelistic
work. Laiyang, Ching, Rev. and t3Mes. M
). Andersn, rnisaional}r appoiniees to
China
He that teusteth in the Lord. mercy shal!
compass him abaut.—Psa. 32:10

30—TUESDAY
Rev. B, L Marchant, Little Rock, Ark

Rev. J. T. Freeman, Langston, Okla., edu-
cational-evangelistic work among their own
Negro race

A man of understandinc shall altain uais
wise counsels—Prov. 1:5

tAtiended W.M.U. Training School
*Attended Southwestern Tralning Schoo!
$Attended Baptist Bible Institute

x2On Furlough

§Former Margoret Fund Siudent




