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EDITORIAL

“Whatsoever Thy Soul Asketh of Thee”

HEBREW use of the werd semd embwaces many thoughts: (1) the spiritual,
reasonable and imewortal substamce in man which is the arigin of thoughts,

desires and ressomimgs which distinguish man from the lower animals and
wypify bis resemblance to tbe Divime Crentor; (2) the whole person, both soul and
body. It was to the Hebrew people that Moses spoke (Deut. 14:26) the words
used for the title of Akis article; it is ensy to believe that the devout Hebrews, notably
Moses, sensed in their somls the two-iold purpose of the God-given meswage—to
quide their daily thoughts and ¢ prepare them for eternity with Him.

Believing that all Scriptore is timeless in its divine purpase, it is heartening to
spply this particular phemse im amticipation of the Week of Prayer for Home Mis
sions, the inclusive detes of which sre March 3-7. In the February issuz of this
mgazine much specific imformation was given as to the week's plans—such an
pee-study of a stimoletimg hose msimsion book®, list of sllocationst, Dr. Lawreace’
appeal?, missionary stosiewl. Rerend apd get others to reread these parts of the
Februsry issue. In 30 doimg plemse pray that all hearts thus studying such books,
allocations, appeals amd i will ask God's Spirit to guide their souls im
sbserving the March Week of Praywm.

Surely thy Spiridguided sewi will ash of thee eamest prayer before and dur-
ng the March week. Joww' peswomal disciples and doubtless all others through tha
Christisn centuries have fowsd it difficalt o “pray without ceasing . . . to pray
with the understanding . . . % go spart o pray . . . to believe that fervent prayet
miieth”.  Difficut as s inithfuleess im ooe’s prayer-life, the exercise thereof la
mquestionably stimulsted by smch s seasom as the March Week of Prayer evea
1 the causes thus incheded im swch wmaelfish intercession are blessed by the Christ
i whose name each pumyer is gratefully offered.

Also assuredly tivy Spiris.gmided soml mill ask of thee to enlist others in the
wason of prayer and stady and free-will offerings. Among those waiting to be
alisted are new members in yowr circle, others whise talents bave not been dis-
covered by the progrmm cheirssm, some whose cars will enable less privileged ones
1o attend the services, somme whome homes will be idea! for neighborhood classes or
prayer groups. Likewise waiting to be enlisted for and during this March Week
of Prayer are a host of youmg people m your church and maybe in your com-
munity or family circle. ©f comrse it won’t be eagsy because kites begin to tug with
March winds and becamse there are countless other early-spring attractions; but
tites and spring itself are perfect proofs that organized energy wins warthwhile
viclories, Perhafs all that is meeded in your church to enlist its young people
finely in observance of the March Week of Prayer is to manilest sincere conoern
in your own home and to encowrage the W.M.U. young people’s director and
counselors as they may bave meed—such ag program helps, conveyance ot actual
itendance of your young people.

Then surely thy Spirit-gmided somd wil ask of thee wost generous giving toward
the $500.000 goal for the week’s Aanie Armstrong Offering. This seems to be and
truly is a high roal but it is reaBly small when compared with the possibilities faced
by the Hnme Mission Bosrd-—seally by almost any phase of the home mission task
or maybe by almost any specific e misionary. Letters from the various fields reveal
vast untouched areas; stories from the mimsionaries make the heart yearn to multipty

(Cansinied on Foge 1)
'“'F;bmq Jasu, Pagn 9—{¥ebrmary Jamm, Prgo 30—fFebrusry lasue, Page 4—gFelwmary
¢ Page 6
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* Why I Volunteered for Mission Service

did I volunteer for missionary service? Because God in His “still umep
voice” told me it was His will. T did not have real peace of mind, heart o
soul until I said: “Lord, bere am 1. Send mel”

I was saved during a revival when I was nine years old; 1 remember the testi
I gave when asked if I wanted to say anything. 1 was happy to stand and said wii
great joy: “I am glad I gave my heart to Jesus, and 1 want to work for Rim”. K
seemed that my spiritual birth and the desire to work for Christ were simultansow,
That is why it is hard for me to understand how anyone can be saved and not be
dowg something for the One who did so much for us. "

When I was still a child T had & compaswion for the lost, Lhe needy, the sig
and little children. Ever since [ have been a Christian I have loved all race
colors, the poorest, the dirtiest and the meanest. And T wonder how anyone
who loves Jesus cap have any prejudice. It was when [ was a G.A. that God spoke
to me and told me He wanted me to prepare to devote all my time 10 His Kingdom
work. First, [ felt He might be wantling me (0 go t¢ Soulh America, becanse ]
loved that conlinent in geography classes and wanted so very much to study
Spanish.

After graduating from high school I began teaching school. 1 taught sevenl
years and had many opportunities to witness for Christ during those bhappy
teaching years, but always there was that desire within me and a restlessnes
to be where I could give all my time (o the Master’s work, for [ knew it was His will

Finally 1 entered W.M.U. Training School but was told that when T grado
sted I would be past the age-limil to go to a foreign field. I had always lived m
a mmall town but, as I did field work in the city of Louisville and saw to wha
depth of sin and despair some of the people in our own U. S. had gone and as |
looked on Lhe terrible poverty, filth, suffering and pinched faces of little childres,
I realized that our own nation is a great mission field and that many worken
are needed. I fell reconciled to stay in the homeland.

I loved the mountains and loved to read about mission work among mountai
people, so | was very happy the summer after my first year in the Training Schoot
to get to work in the mountaing of east Tennessee with Dr. and Mra. George Ridenow
I thought that God was preparing me to work permanently in the mountain
I loved it I wanted God to lead me to the mountains for full time work! =

But it was not His will;, He kept the mountain doors closed. After my secoad
year at the Training School He called me back to my own state, Illinois. The W.M.U
of Dlinois employed me to do Good Will Center work among mapy naticnalitis
for almost a year; I dearly foved the work. Many times, as I walked in and
out among the people, T felt like I was in a little world in America, And I thought:
“How good God is to Tllinois! We can't all go to foreign lands to meet the lovablk,
interesting people there and tell them of our wonderful Savior, but He has brongh!
many of them to us so that we may be friendly and may tell them of His Son,
the greatest Friendl" Then God spoke to me through the Home Mission Boasd
and called me 0 work among many nationalities in Granite City, Tlinois, where |
have spent six of the happiest years of my life.

Jmft as one must be a Christian to know how glorious it is, even so one mus
be a missionary to know the Heavenly joys of being one. I thank God for callig
me to be a foreign missionary in the United States! May He call many, masy
young men and young women to witness among (bese wonderful peoples in the Unitdl
States] T pray that our young men and young women will “be still” so they &
bear that “still small voice” of God when He calls them and will be ready w
eager to do His will and thus know the joy and peace that pass understanding—
Miss Helen Lambert, Home Boord Missionary, Granite City, IHinois .

- -

in Srowrial t'lirI;;x

g'IKE the mighty expanse of her native Texas and like the towering Andes of her
™ gdopted Chile was the exceptional ability of Miss Agnes Grabam as principal
of Colegio Bautista at Temitco in far south Chile. Graduating with Phi Beta Kappa
popors from the miversity of Texas in 1918, she immediately entered the W.M.U.
Training School and thence afier graduation in 1920 she went Lo the school at
Temuco as appointed by the Foreign Mission Board. Among the many talents of this
remarkable educator lour stand forth: alertness to know new educational methods;
sision 13 to development of the Temuco school; counseling with the graduates and
olher students that their lives might be most helpful not only to their country but
also to their Christ; consecration of her strength, her heart, her mind for the evangeli-
ation of Chile through well educated leaders, On January 1S she was summoned by
the Divise Teacher. Surely of her as of the Bethany woman with her precious oint-
ot it can be said that Miss Grabam “‘wrought a good work™ ior her Lord.—Katb-

toes Mallory

My Charge

HE atom shock, the radared moon

Annihilated time and space—

What were the profil or the boon
If hate be in my brother’s face?

More deadly than the blackest art,
More horror-fraught than shell or bomb,
Hate dims the mind, corrodes the beart
And strikes the voice of conscience dumb

My brotbers are there across the track—
In hall or state or jungle den—

Yellow or while or brown or black—

All are my kin for all are men.

And if but one shall Iack of bread
Or bhleed for justice still in vain,
The guilt is heavy on my bead,
And of that blood I wear the stain.

And so for me all fear shall end
Save this—that I may fail to see
My peighbor as a needed friend

Or sense my neighbor's need of me.

Though partiaments may rise and fall,

I hold to this eternal good,

This deathless trutb—that men are all

One earth-encircling brotherhood.

—*Leslie Pickney Hil
Note. The above poem is heartily commended for use by Woman's Missionary

Societies in their observance of Friday's program of the March Week of Prayer for
Home Missions. It will be most appropriate just before the singing of “A Chacge
to Keep I Have” as included in the March 7 program.

“Used by Permshsion of Dr. HEI
Courtesy of The Cowmcl Bulletin




From MISSIONARIES

The African Version of Catholicism

THE Virgin of Regla Celebrates 250th Anniversary! Such was the title of 4 featoy
article in a recent number of Carteles, widely read Cuban magazine, Many timg

we have witnessed the festivilies of this patron saint of our town, which ke
place zach year on the eighth of Seplember and throughout the following week, by
this article was an eye-opener as to the history of the virgin and current belieis abow
her. The following condensed translation of this article may help to reveal the extey
to which *the Catholic hierarchy has incorporated within itself the pagan beliefs of
Alrican idolatry and how, instead of pointing sinful mankind to the living Christ wh
can make of man a “new creature”, the Catholic hierarchy has left him in his sin apd
error, with the “old man” unchanged except for a thin veneer of meaningless ceremony
To quote:

“On the eighth of September Havana will behold one of the most siznifiam
religious events in the history of Cuba: the Virgin of Regla, having completed 25
years in the sanctuary of our neighboring town, will be placed for the Ffirst time o
the soil of this capital. Since she is the patron saint of our harbor, the symbalic keyy
of the city will be placed upon her image. She will be carried through the streets of
Havana, past the president’s palace and the central police station and placed in tr
cathedral for further ceremonies in her honor. In all probability Father Arveches
parochial priest of Regla, will get permission from the Holy See for her to be decland
the patron saint of Havana, sharing honors with St. Christopher (Colwmbus), om
present patron. Our saint will wear a regal cape and dress made of pearly whit
satin, brought expressly from New York. The ormaments of the cape, of silver, 2+
karat gold and amethysts, form a spray of flowers and a border design along the length
of the cape which is edged with gold. Havana's best jeweler, Miguel E. Jaume, hu
with his helpers spent five montbs perfecting the design of the great expert
religious art, Pedro Piedrahita. The symbolic key is of gold, diamonds and platinus
o a chain of gold, silver and amethysts. The child which the holy virgin carries wd
bave a crown of gold, rubies and amethysts.

“St Augustine the African, bishop of Hipona and native of Tagaste. who lived
from 360 to 436, received a vision which led him to order the figure of the blad
virgio to be made of the finest cedar. When the vandals laid siege to Tagaste
Cyprian rescued the image, carrying il across the Straits of Gilbraltar_to Spain s
entrusting her to the hermits of the convent at Chipiona. For 258 years she ws
worshiped by the seamen of that region, who chose her to be their patron saint. Calld
‘the Virgin of the Rule (Regla) of Si. Augustine’ she later came to be called simph
the ‘Virgin of Regla’

“Again in 711 she was in danger, this time from the Arabs. The prior of the
canvent barely had time to hide her in a well betare they arrived. But this prior died
and carried his secret with him. In 1330 a canon of St. Augustine learned throughs
vision of the location of the image and had her drawn out of the well. By lSOD[k
image of the virgin was in danger of disappearing, as devotees insisted on carryint
off splinters as holy relics. The hands and arms were gone and finally the effigy "
covered, all but the head, with a thick layer of silver.

“Don Pedre Aranda, who lived in Cuba. had made a vow to secure an isag
of the Virgio of Regla the first trip be should make to Spain, and in 1691 be carried

out this vow. The bust was made in Madrid by one of the finest artists of the
the remainder of the body being made in Cuba”.

We don't bave to go to Africa to find pagan idolatry. And in Africa they 4@
aall it Christianity! —Mrs. Herbert Cowdill, Havana, Cuba

-

Our Interpreter

E interpreter clambered out of the battered car and approached the two old

women who were seated on Lhe ground. Winningly, patiently, she spoke for about

thisty minutes in Papago before she mained a response from them. At last she
wmed to the white man, whose appearance had caused the younger women and
dildren to flee, aBtl said: “We can have services now”. She carefully tramslated
from English to her native Indian tongue as the missionary translated Scripture
from Greek into simplest English. The two elderly women sat with averted faces,
poticnless, except for modestly tucking their Jong skivts over bare toes. By the time
tbe briel sermon and song service were concluded several of the younger people had
wpproached  within hearing distagce.

One woman drew out a crucifix and asked a question. Interpreted, it was:
‘Does he mean this one?”

missiouary replied: “Yes, | am talking about the One who died on the

ros
She made 2 comment o the others in the group and departed.
“Aqk if we may come again”, the preacher requested the interpreter.

The reply came promptly from an umexpected source—from a man lying oo
a pellet inside the ocutills cactus hut. It was: “Haoul™ (“"Come whencver yow
T

Pleasure beamed from the round face of the interpm_ler. The First Papago
Saptist Church had established its first mission point at Hickiwan.

Dubiously, contrary to Papago custom, the preacher questioned: “But what
¢id the woman with the crucifix say?”

Laughisg at his cuviosity, the jolty interprater replied: “If be speaks of this
me, be is all right”.

A few days later the group was in another commadnity seeking a missioo point.
At Chuichu tlf:y found grgt Enl‘est and mutual distrust between laitg and leader-
ship of existing churches and between the denominations. No Baptists had beld
wrvices there. Since Chuichu is expected to become a leading metropolis oo the
teservation, the miasionary desired much to establish roots there for his denomination.
At every hand they received a cold shoulder or open discouragement. Finally, the
terpreter spoke to the daughter of a prominent man and was given tentative p;rl;
aission to speak the next week. The following week the pmmlpenl man voiced
disfavor of the idea to the missionary. The interpreter spoke up in her native tangue,
%0n Lhe conversation was sprinkled with occasional ‘Inughs.’ Her fluent tongue
bad won the point. Services were held and an inv'itauon received to come ag:::].
The second mission point for the First Papago Baptist Church had been established.

The following week the interpreter was pleasantly sucprised to find her uncle
living in Vaya Chgin. &He gave anqi)nvimtion more cordial tHan usual for the s;r;:ces
Alter hearing the message, be aakd: “T bad beard that there was a God and 1;ow
there must he one. I had heard that there were people who went around tellimg
about Him. 1 am very glad you have come”.

Our cheerful magnetic er, who is also our W.M.S. president, helps in
many other ways than this, teaching the language and customs. One custom
8 to introduce only those tind the acquaintanee mutually bmefma!.{ Surely
you would like to know Emma Mackett, our interpretert—Mrs. L. U. L.
Koujman, Home Board mary, Sells, Arisona -

-




- Spanish-Speaking Missions

UR Lord has blessed us as southern Baptists in 8 special way by glving uay
O wonderful foreign mission opportunRy right bere in our midst. There gy
1,750,000 Spanish-speaking people in the southwest. If we can win they
people to Christ we will be doing home end foreign mission work at one and th
same time. Rev. A, N. Porter, pastor of the Mexican Baptist Church at Waco, Tea,
says that in one yesr during the depression 22 families from his church returned
Mexico and as & result .some churches were started there. This could be multipliel
many times, as some of our other pastors have had similar experiences.

Let us face the needs of the work and prepare to meet our opportunity. Ok
of the greatest problems ls the lack of workers. There are at least 50 flelds the
need immediate atlention. In tbe state of Arizoma only two southern Baptist mbs
sionary couples are employed lo serve a Spanish-speaking population of 120,000,

There is & great need to enlarge our buildings. Many of them have ne reoms
for Sunday-school. We are grateful to the Lord and to southern Baptists for twm
new buildings at Laredo and Becville, Texas. ln New Mexico the Home Misslg
Board bhas bought buildings for the Spanish-speaking congregations st Clovis asd
Belen. There are plans to build at San Benito, San Marcos, Austin, Corpus Christ
and some other places in Texas,

The Baptist Publishing House at El Paso has done a wonderful werk I the
line of printed matter bul the need is still great. There are no story books, chorw
or other types of music books, no game or activity books for use with small Spasid
speaking children. We need to improve and enlarge our denominational public
tions such as B! Bawusista Mexicana, which is our moothly paper. We also need @
ample supply of tracts,

There has been great progress in our work among the Spanish-speaking pesph
in the great southwest, The Lord bas blessed it with about 40 new missionaria,
while 135 young people have surrendered for special service in the last few yeanm
Our brethren have increased their giving Lo an average of $13.27 per capita per you
for all causes; this is only a little less than the general southern Baptist average.

There has been good progress in the kindergarten work. Three years ago thaw
were 16 achools; at the present time there are 42. There was po organized couw
of study; at the present time we have a curriculum consisting of two semestens of
work for each year, running for a iwo years’ period. The materials we provide an
a teacher’s guide and band-work guide. The teacher’'s guide consists of storks
memory work, games and activities and song suggestions correlated (o carry out)d
complete theme for an entire week. The band-work guide consists of hamd-wedk
patterns to coincide wilth the stories etc. Of each one of these hand-work palierw
we make enough for each teacher 10 have one for each of her pupils sach day
For the present year we have made 158,000 copies of hand-work. We have an b
stitute each Janudry for the teachers, where for a four-day period we study sbosl
the kindergarten work,

The possibilities of the Spanish-speaking work are good. There is an incress
in stewardship and the possibility for more chutches to become seif-aupporting. Thet
are seven self-supporting congregations at the present time, Qur Mexican Orphast
Home now has 26 children; more will be accepted a3 soon as we are permitiod W
build more cottages. The Valley Baptist Academy for Mexican young people ¥l
serve a large purpose: many of our young people quit high school and begin worki
later they feel the call o special service and see the need for completing their edv
cation. We rejoice in the nughber of young people surrendered for special servics;
60 of these are in colleges and seminaries now. Pray with us that we will not
to help them do what the Lord has called them to do.—Mrs. Loyd Corder, Hom
Board Missionary, San Antowio, Fexas
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COMMUNITY MISSIONS

Mr». Edgar Louisiana

Godbel,
Sonthwide Commanity Missions Chairmaa

-

An Experiment in Race Relations in Raleigh

ANY alert Christians are sincerely hoping for the appearance of some big final
M solution of the race problem. That will come some day—but not just by hoping

and not until we have prepared the way and are ready. While waiting for that
larger solution, some of us thought we might belp it along among ourselves by bring-
ing together our women from both races im small intimate groups for discussion and
peayer. We have had these for two and a hall years now and know that, for our-
wlves, light has flooded some erstwhile “blind spois”.

We made very careful preparations before we had our first meeting and in be-
wmeen all the meetings. This preparation is more important when two races are
involved than when it concerns groups which are in the habit of coming together. We
ot only needed (0 learn names and faces bul new approaches and conditions.

Our first group study was on prayer. We had two afternoon sessions of two
hours each, one session led by a white woman and one led by a Negro woman. These
were attended by thirty selected women. The eyes ol the white women were opened
ko our mutual kinship, and 1 think the same thing could be said of the Negroes,

The oeat group meeting was made up of an even smaller group—only ten
Negroes and ten white women were invited. This time, several individuals had been
wsked to make surveys on particular problems—such as the bus station, the need of
s uaffic director at the large Negro high school and similar topics. One Negro
woman expressed ber feeling about the meeting by saying, “It isn't so bard to stand
the insults since we know that a few white women care™.

1 would like to emphasize the fact thai, in between these maeetings, a few of wa
met often to plan and pray. Ameng otber projects were a chapel talk at Meredith
College by Mrs. Ford, a teacher at Shaw University {(Negro); the meeting of groupa
of studenis by Mrs, Ford and Mrs. Winston, also of Shaw; 2 piano recital by a Shaw
leacher; and a few other events planned according to suggestions by Mrs. Brown,
Negro Baptist field worker. She said: “We hear white people talk and preach, but
fou don’t bear Nogroes much”.

We were finding outl all the time thal there is a contemporary civilization in
Raleigh of which we were utterly oblivions. We found those women had the same
Iterests we bad. With our eyes shut, we couldn't have detected any color line.
And in the heart of God, black is as beautiful and dear as white.

We wanted more white people interested; therefore a morning's study was beld
for white women based ou Henry Smith Leiper's Blind Spots, (for review of this
book sce page 10 of this magazine). But il seems that real interest isn’t atways
awakened from mere study of a book, however well presented it is. The only tangible
tesult of which I am aware from eur study is a turn-about attitude on the part of a
®man whose wife was intarested enough to borrow eur books on race and get him to
tead them; that one result was priceless.

Each of these meetings was a unit; we began to feel the need of comtinuity in
our wowk, so we decided to have prayer-meetings twice a month. These were started
Mst June and have been a great blessing. One Negro weman, beautiful in countepance
®d in spirit, said with ber face aglow: "These prayer-meetings have opened my eyes
3d bave changed my opinion of white people”. (Concluded on Page 17)
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BOOK REVIEW and STUDY SUGGESTIONS

Miss Willie Jean Stewart, Tomses
Blind Spots

66INTOTHING is ever solved until it is solved right”. So with the race or coly
problem: it keeps bobbing up because Christians have not yet worked oy
and put into practice a right solution,

The present text, by Henry Smith Leiper, concerns itself with the most crucy
aspect of the problem—getting rid of race prejudice. [t starts with the affirmatin
‘Thia isn't a book written irom an armchair. It is a record of experience”. [t 1aky
as its purpose “an atiempt to suggest ways of cultivating fair and brotherly persony
attitudes”. The measure of its success with each student will be just how far aloog
the road of brotherliness it leads him. In practical prooi of the book’s power, see 3
reference to its study as mentioned in the article on page 9 of this magazine.

In view of the sources available on the subject, many teachers will be tempter
to present too many aspects of the race situation. They will do well to confine them
selves to Lhe one objective of getting rid of the prejudices of the group. Order iy
book from your State Baptist Bookstore; the price is 60 cents.

Session One—Chapters 1, 2. Pray for clear vision and straight thinkiy
free from emotion and prejudice. Read John 8:31-36 and give the setting with the
emphasis ou the prejudice existing among the Jews azainst the truth Jesus tavgh
Show that, even though they believed, they stand convicted by their own words ¢
prejudice. Draw on the blackboard a straight line between one point designaied
“mind” and another designated “truth”. Note that our minds are intended to think
straight through the facts in any situation to the truth at the end. But heres
strong emotion pulls the line to one side and heads it in another direction: theres
wrong, which we need to justify to ourselves; or some unconscious selfish end puls
the line in yet another direction—and so we go an to a prejudice at the end that b
very far from the truth to which the facts should have led us. Read again verse 3
and suggest that only when we face the facts and know the truth can we be frer
of prejudice and of al the unChristian feelings and actions to which prejudice leads
Ask the group to pray again for open minds to face facts and know the truth

Appoint three women to show fact and prejudice in the case of the Chiner
women, the Japanese speaker and the Newro of whom the author tells, Let thre
others tell of achievements in the arts, the sciences and in religion, by persons o
other races, as evidence that merii is not a matter of color. Make the pnint tha
ivdividuals count in other races as wel) as our own: that if we must compare ®
should compare our best with their best. our worst with their worst. our opportunite
with their oppartunities, Read with the class the testimony of the girl freed
prejudice, on page 11.

With open’books. let the class members skim through chapter 2 and mark tht
spots where the argument hits them. Call on several to discuss their dlind spob
and eithey justify or see them as they are. Discuss the function of “visibility" ®
prejudice and suggest thinking of likenesses as a cure for prejudice.

Now ask the proup if it feels ready to face without passion the “firebrand” &
all discussions of race. If so, turn back to page 12 and read and discuss esch @
the arguments in the matter of intermarriage; aim not for agreement but for #
fsir, unprejudiced consideration,

Session Two——Chapters 3, 4. Pray for open minds and clear thiski
Speak briefly of the caste system in India. Ask for illustrstions of caste in AmER
gleaned from chapter 3 or from experience.

v «10-

Rate the class—no names on papers—on the test on page 62; 2dd to it a
second proposition: All races should have equally good schools, streets, other gov-
etnment services and equa_l justice in the courts. Rate the answers on this also.
Discuss the sources, mentioned on the pages following, for help in fair thinking.
Try 10 get at the reasons for the successes and failures such as age, closeness to
real life, unprejudiced leadership, Raise the questions: “Where would my influence
lie if 1 were teacher or leader? Is that where I believe Christ would have it?” Call
for silent prayer.

Present briefly, as given in chapter 4, the background of universal slavery and
racial mixture, and show where the long view leads in the matter of fairness to all
caces. Help the group try to feel Christ's feeling for each race against which there
s prejudice,

Session Three—Chapters 5, 6. Read Luke 6:31. Pray for ability to dis-
cem the truth, faith to practice it.

Open up the thought of second-hand opinions; read and discuss the plan at
dose of first pavagraph, page 93. Appeint students to give the illustrations through
page 107. Raise the question of our right to set ourselves up as standards; give
dlustrations. Ask a qualified woman to discuss the five stock statements of anti-
3emitic propaganda, pages 13ff. Call for other prejudices against Jews; answer.
Give illustration as on page 123.

Note the author's experience in China; ask the group to think of themselves
as members of the minority in America. Seek Lo know what they would like changed
m the way we treat minorities—get concrete examples, apply the Golden Rule.

Ask each member of the class to write down the names of at least ene Negro,
we Jew, one member of each of the other minorities with which she has contact.
Suggest that in a moment of silence she decide what changes Jesus would have her
make in ber dealings with each of these.

Raise the question: “Is there something we as a group can de to show our
triendship for some minority group in our community as a result of this study?” Be
ready with suggestions and lead to decision. Pray God's guidance and blessing in
these individual and group undertakings.

Mark your calendar, please!
ENCIRCLE with red the week of May 4. At that time southern Baptists

will be assembled in annual session in St. Louis, Mo. Woman’s Mis-

siomary Union sessions will commence that Sunday afternoon, the
closing session being scheduled for Tuesday night, May 6, before the Southern
Baptist Convention is called to order on Wednesday, May 7. In ample
time this magazine and other demominational publications will explain
when and how to make hotel reservations.

NCIRCLE with red the first three weeks of August. During that period
the Home Mission Board (Suy 37-Awg. 6), Woman's Missionary
Union (Awg. 7-23) and Foteign Mission Board (Aug. 14-20) Conferences

are to be held at t, N. C. Tbe inclusive dates of the W.M.U.
Conterence are A »13; during that week the Business Woman’s Cir-
ches will also be in ual conference. Watch this magazine for further
notices but begin to be at Ridgecrest August 7-£3 and earlier and

later too {f




“GIVE ATTENTION to READING”

Miss Thelms Brown, Book Consultant, Baptist Sundey Sehov) Bearg

AST month we teviewed the reasons for the wide popularity of the new Reading

L Circle plan for mission study. Perhaps your society or circle secured and regd

the sixteen titles on bome missions which we suggested would re-inforce yow
preparation for the March Week of Prayer and its Annie Armstrong Offering,

Now you are ready to look ahead to other emphases in our world-wide WM.
program. As you know, the monthly toplcs we are studying this year are all based
upon the theme, “The World’s People Today™.

Just recently one of the members of a reading circle teld me that the mon
W.M.U. topic bappened to be on the same subject as the book she had just reaq
“It was so much more interesting]” she exclaimed. Think of what it would mean #
every member of every circle would read some pertinent book in advance of esdd
program. Even if a guest speaker who had lived in the country presented the subjeet,
the group would not only “look” more intelligent but ‘“feel” much more so! And
of course the questicns that followed would ge much deeper into the vital phases of
the subject. For instance, io this month of March we turn o that region peopled by
the Soviets of Russia. It is impossible ever to know all that goes on in that vast land,
but there are many books that give us important angles. A basic book is Baptists @
the US.S.R. by Dr. }. H. Rushbrooke (Broadman, 10c), Be sure to order several
copies of this inexpensive little book and pass these to as many as posaible, for from
no other printed source can you learo so much about our Baptist bretbren in Rumiy

Tbe American Council Institute of Pacific Relations gives reliable mformatios
about many parts of the Far East apd Paclfic area. Their pamphlet Russie s
America: Pacsfic Neighbors by Poster Rhea Dulles (25c) is an excellent little back.
ground book for the understanding of Russia. This booklet voices no opinions; h
mmply states facts in a concise simpie way, telling us of our early and recent relatios
with Russia. I1 also points outl the grounds for understanding and cooperation.

Then let us begin right away to read books or the Reading Circle list that wil
undergitd our knowledge of the topic for April, “Otber Peoples of Europe”. Severd
geod titles are listed in your Werid in Books. Are you acquainted with the litte
Headline Series published by Foreign Policy Association? Each month a strategk
area or world problem is presented by an authoritative author. No effort is made &
ferm opiniona, but as in the case of the American Councll books they present timely.
readable mformation about various lands and peoples. The three following are o
pecially belpful for uoderstanding more about missions in Europe,

1. Ewropean Jigsaw, Samuel Van Valkenburg (25¢9, tells how the boundsries of Burcpes
asmmtries affect world peace.

1. Ewopct Romeiess Mlions, F. K. Kochler (25¢), describes vividly the tragedio of
broken families and lost and displaced persons.

3. Buman Dymamite, Heory C. Wolfe (25¢). Here we Jearn more abeut e problems #
ud&ldmd cultural n:murs within Buropean coustries and Lheir influence ypon our pesce ™
as theiry, (

Anather booklel that throws light upon this torn and Lragie comtinent iy Messages from
Barcpe, Yope Bartels and Philippe Maury (Friendabip, 25c). This pamphlict, wristen just «fis
the resaation of bostilitics, reveals the courage and spintusl eadurance of peotestamt groups B
Prance, Holland and oiber countries, who in spite of their suffering have kepl the Fres of faild
alight.

In ordgr to learn more about the pregram of Christiap action in England, read fato dchins,
»y 5. J. Chirgwin (50c, Committee of Mimionary Education, Cadads). Here is o challenge #
emch of us end a portrait of world-wide misglonary spisit. Tbeir prohlems are the same o5 03
and tbe solutioos are too.

Yom cap see caaily how for a few ceats each month the whols membership of W.M.U. 88
Increase i knowledge, thep its interest, then its concenn, then [ty glits, Pioally its whole (nflome®
will resudt for ol the peoples of our werld. 5

Secwrs emy nich books from yowr Stwte Boptiss Bookstors ' "

voal2-

1—SATURDAY
Dr. and M N. A, Beyan, Yangchow,
nlr. aad M 5. W Vesce, Plogiy, medl
al evisguluw. tMim Marths Peamds, edy-
otional evaugellsm. Shaaghal, Dr. apd Mn
C. G. McDuidl, Mes. T, C, Britton, emert

tm mimlenaria, China
From you epunded 001 the Ward i the Lard
—1 Them &:d

3—-SUNDAY
That edeguate teaching and tmining o om

young pesple may laad msay of thim ®
bewr the call for mindfmmary service st bowe
and abrond

That thai: ¢bfdren . . . ey Dptr and lemrn
o Jewr by Lad yer G —Dext 11:1

—MONDAY
Weeh of Prayer he Homa Misdowa and
Annie Actmtrong Ofleting: the the womes
and young people may aeet futhiwlly
pray and that the citering may b exowd
the goal
Thy servsns hath Joumd it o b hesrt B
pry hefote Thes =1 Chrem. 17:11

+—TUESDAY
Rev. mad Mry. | B Goamiles, mdncwtienal
evatgelrn, Corpm (htlyd, Mim Cancspeion
Rivers, San Mareaw, Rev. and Mn A
Valdes, Ratm, Thzas, svaagelhm smeng
Medaan
Ye wurned from ldo w0 myve the |Inf
God. =1 Them |:

S—WEDNESDAY
oD aad Mn B G Wilhe otMe
Huth EKewy Ogbomasha otMis Bw
Sanderw, lre, Nigeria, medical cvasgelirm
Thelr Redermner b strong: the Lord of Hasts
b Hb same. —]a 50:34
6—THURSDAY
Res. C. Copningham, Troy, fev. ). W.
Lals, Rockiond. Als, Rev. |. W. Pemras,
Blawsttown, Fla., Rav. B. . Somxis, Ploe
vitle, la, roral svangalisn
We benenrh 1 hat toramm
B:re and na’-u." -y - ‘H‘ ¢:10

I—FRIDAY
Rev. and M. T, €. Naghy, Gayusis, Rev.
id tMn W. B, McNuly, Rip de Juseiro,
magrdlm; Mm A B, Lamgetos, Mn
£ A Necn, Mn B G Wiom, ¢marls,
Bnsl, tw Trodh Wilos, Mwgest PFood
ademy

The cherche wers smbibhed B the it
nd Incresped o mumher dally. —Act 18:1

" CALENDAR of PRAYER
March, 1947

Mrs. W. C. Henderson, Arizona

COL&! to Thee ta bring my will, I yleld it pow to Thee alone—

01 make it Thina—Thy. plan fuliil—to chaose with Thee befare Thy thrope,

1 go with Thee to werk today, our minds, aur hesrts, our wills made one—
In wonhip swest, ta serve Thy way, our work to do uptdl 'tis dame.

—Eibens Johnsom

8—SATURDAY
Rev. and {Mm €, A. Brastiey, New Or
leams, Rev. and $Mm M. Beown, Morgsa
Cty, tMn L. G. Thompawm, Momteged,
La, evangeism; Mim Fmam leschrmas, mis
donary pwails of Home Mimicn Boand
ot}
B i 8 e o
—Rom. J:1
9—SUNDAY
Aongsl mecting o Womsn's  Missiomary
Uniow, St. Louie, May 44, aad for them
hevisy repamubllide in makisg plane amd
prawrema (ar the oweing
ved thad (hia
Brde- A 8
10—MONDAY
Rev. md Mm S, L Gokifinsh evanglam,
Ammdas, Peaquay, mlev. md Mo ) A
Parhgr, Sacdisgs, xxliv, amd Mm. J. L. Hart,
YiMiw Loy Hart, Astodagmi, Chbs, sin-
il cvnagelinm
The peeple belioval

11—TUESDAY
Siaste WH.U arwl escisge—Adbete,
Metgamey, Nortd Cmolias, Asienfile,
Goorgls, b, Maech 10-13
Tha 1 Heh with the velew of
may gk

tharkagivisg sad Wl o a8
wivks ' n’—h.ll:’

-Ex 40

12— WEDNESPAY
Mbwy Edelmim Rohi lications) evang:
cdam, Rev. 2ad Mrm B Condll], svasguilam,
Regs, tMim Christing Gasedil adncatiansl
sgean, Comddsde dd Sm, Mim Ew
Smith, emerita, Cobe

I Thy presmes b (olsem of juy.
y 4 —xl‘:ll

13—THURSDAY ¢
Beptis! bellevers In Spais
Like 20 o father pitesd
Lond pitieth them that

14+~FRIDAY
mRev. and thn, ).
Locle Sawodam, 1

=13




Calendar of Prayer for March

15—SATURDAY
Rev. A. B Birn, Tucoa, Rev. M. K

Conningham Rev H K. Sprakes, Phammbs
Ariz., Rev. B N. Lummm, Fremo, Call.,
Bev. D. C. Stringer, Albuguerque, N. M.,
weoeral mimions

Deal eith Thy wrvapt scrarding mate Thy
mercy aod trach me Thy swamies.

—Fm 119:134
16—~SUNDAY
Baprist World Alliagce mecting, Copes-

bayen, Deomark. July 29-Aog. J: ior ol
cery and rmadry m they make preparstion
1 the mceting

I wil gow therefore make preparstiom

]

[ 3 T Charom. 13:§
17—MONDAY

Rev and M. M P Caflawxy, Jermalems

$Mew Kate Eles Gruerr, Naouwib, mRaev

wd M. R E. Owems, Hufs, FPaestima

rducationsl evaageliam: also Laorwile wed

Roslind Oweos, Fond d

Be strong and ol good commge dremd s

por b dismayed. —I Chros, 11:13
13—TUESDAY

Siste W M.U aosaal meeting — Vieglnds,

Bicboiond, March 18-30

il

gs
; .l;’
!

)
|

!

j

Spmee, wiviations| cvengelow, Temuco,

FAMILY ALTAR

TOPIC:

“Dn‘w wigh o Cod™.
i Day—Jne."4:8-12; Jelm 122435

md Doy—lan. 55:0-5, 12, 38; 8k, 2; Mard
14:55-62

wd Doy— (na. 45:2025; MNosh 6:1-8

4h Day—WVett. 11:285-30; Jodm 15:3-I7

ik Day—Mtt, 18:24-2T; Jehu“13.21-30
5ih Dav—Pua. 34:14-22; Joba 13:31-32

1ih Day—Pna 145:1-21; Jobm 21:15.1¢

“He will draw wigh o peu™,
e Dy Poa B8 M 20,002
%k Dov—Pea. 78:25-29) ) Pw 5510
ik Day—Heb., 4:12-18; Jobhm M1
1A Dapelion NN T2 Jobe M0
b Dap—T1 Chenn. 21085 Jobs War-n
O Des—Eph 4118 1100 Joda 113 M
b Dy Prue. 14361 Jobw 5000

Mrs. W, H. Gray, Alsbams

Russisns

“We love Him"™,

15¢h Dey—1 John 4:16.21; John 16.5-18
16¢h Day—Jaohn 14:27, 28; 16:25-33
1788 Day—Mark 12:28-34; P 99

14¢h Dey—Ram. B:28-20; Jokn 17:1-5
1914 Day—John 21:15-17; 17:6-19

20eh Dey—Phil. 1:9-11; Jokm 17:20.26
210 Dgy—I1 Theas, 3:3.5; I Tim, 2:1-4

“He tirst loved oa".

22wéd Dey—Johm 15:1-12; Rom. §:28-30
23rd Day—Deot. 7:8-13; Heb 7:23-8:2
Z¢th Day—Pna. 89:1-3, 29-37; f10. 57'1-11a
25ib Day—Pua. 108:13: 146:1-10;

Jokn 18:1-18
2640 Day—Jer. 31:3; John 18:12-14, 10-24
Nd Dey—Johm 17:1-14; 18:313-38; 19:4-11
288 Day—John 17:15-26; 19:12-16
204h Day—| 1ohn 3:1.120 John 10:17-34
Mk Dgy—) Johw 1% N0 Rom 5018
31 Dey—Mal. 2:18.18; Jobe 19:00-2

Re stropy and of good comemge . . . Sy Ond

fa with thee —jmb 19 b e Yote. The above referamces m Ralics wre hurnished by the "Commitiee on ITmproved
l&—WxEDPiESIB)mA‘YG — Uniform Lessons of the Imtarmational Sumday School Lessons’. The referencan im
vl Tlos Sy beavy type are in kespiwg with the menth’s mslasionary topic and with the denoming-

N. M, Rev. and Mr. ] ). Johawa, Ches. ' y '
kee, N C, svanplim amoes ladinng tion’s emphasis on sewl-winning.

Prsy far w thal Lhe Word of the Lonl mmy
bave lree course and be glorifed
—11 Tham 1:2

20—THURSDAY 66 99
Rev. A B Cash, Colombw, Ga, Ram ! Pn!y e
W H. Grilfin, Caiumbia, § C, Hew. F D
Hemphill, Charlotte, N. €, Rev. L Watwen,
3 d, Vo, dty
Wa tlw joy in God through cor Lard Jesme
Christ,

—Rem 1:11
21— FRIDAY
Her apd t¥Mra W E Allew, edwexthmmsd
evangeinm, Ree and "Mr. E. ¥ Halleck,
Dr. and *Mn W. C. Tavlar, evamguliam,
Rio dr Jaceirn, Mn 5. L. Glosbers, e
etita, Hrazil; wso Beity Tayle, Margues
Fand siudent
1 ean do all things throngh Chrim which
itrengtheneth me —Pd. 430
13—SATURDAY
Bee. ] L. farcin, Voeltm, Rav xnd M
A. Murtiner, Cardenss, Rav. and M ] M

Thank God for Jenus €hviet ond that threugh Him
‘whosonever will” mav heve oternal life
Ask God’n guidance i» natinnal state and local geov-
ernmenta, prayiwg fwe thome whe make and ad-
minister the lmwa, that righteonsmens may prevail
Iatercede for lont mouds 'w the sodthiand and for Chris-
tiank who are seeking te win them te Chrint, re-
membering especiaity the revivals and cettage
praver-meetingn.
Pray that the ohservanee of the Week of Prayer, March
1-7 inclusive, may tly premote heme missions,
asking that each M.UI. mwembhor snd every se-
mety will give with unussal genevesity toward the
Koal of $500.000 fev the Anmle Armsetresg (Hfaring.
naez.  Guines, _ : latercede for the S.M.C. mesttng sommendag May 7 bn 52, Eouts, seking Cod’s guidames
Otomiel Martiner, Margaret Fond  scodemt ; for its presidesd and p w» commitien, for 681 Lowia pastors and committres im
The hand of the Lord wea with g- preparatery activitien y Soo mast ecarnastly for southwide W.M.U. mesting
73 SUNDAY - 1 alkg in St. Leuis, imwmedintsly befure the S8.B.C, atzrting Sunday sftermesm
That s winning may be the major Pray for summer meosth gsgsciaRy fori W.ALU. Conferemce at Ridgecrest, August
et e s Scheol 7-13 inclnalve; Ba ) Congrens. Copexhagen, July 28-August &
am irs in 5.B.C. chureh Plead for the antabbishment of werid-wide pases sccording to the will of God

Denire frerit Lbet may abonnd tp your acvmmmg
—Ph. ¢:1Y

Eﬂ

:“:g fl}]![l{él
i '[:ﬁn

tions.in. shis” , Amerioss Stsiideod Bdisicn ‘of the Revisad: Bible. copyrighied
(ntarnational Couneit of Mol Bdussion, ase wsod by i permiseion. sy




BIBLE STUDY

God'’s Pledge to His Suffering Servant
Psalm 22:26b-31

IS is one of the most fully and unequivocally Messianic psalms, Whoever mag

have been the immediate subject of the psalmist or whatever the occasion of

its compesition, it finds its full realization and meaning only in Jesus in His cry-
citition and in the strong approval and pledge of success which God set upon His
sacrifice, suffering and plan.

Besides the fact that Jesus could not have failed to find in this psalm a (g
outline of His own experiences and His own assurances of the value of His suffer-
ing for sinners, He clearly shows that the psalm was in His mind as He hung on the
cross. His cry—"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"—was quoting
the jirst line of the psalm. The rest of the psalm certainly went through His mind
and expressed His feelings during the six agonizing hours. The first twenty-one and
a half verses may serve as the most detailed itemizing of the experiences of those houny
to be found in any one passage in the Bible. [t is not equaled even in any one of
the gospels for detail of what He sufiered within and from without 1 have seen
people diffuse in tears over the simple reading aloud of this psalm.

From 21b through 26a we bave words in which the Suffering Servant accepts
His lot and expresses His hope Then in a final paragraph, 26b-31, the psalmis
lets God encourage and reassure His Servant by promises of glorious success to grow
out of His sacrifice:

1—1t begins with a comprehensive word of cheer: “Let your heart live for
ever!” This word 1o God's supreme Servant is a word for all His servants wbem
their cause seems to fail and all seems lost in disaster. Evil and evil men have bad
their way. Then the Eternal God speaks. That is the word of sure hope for the
Church on many a field in this our day in China and Japan, even as to the Ao
baptista in Switzerland and Austria and Germany in the sixteenth century. Like
heir Lord, they have ofien died for their enemies, with His prayer in”their hearts
and on their lips. They have heard Lhe Father with the redeeming beart say to them
“Let your heart live forever, for your sacrifice wl persuade to repentance unto
salvation”. .

2—The pledge of glorous success is made definite and specibic io its univertsl
promise (27):

“All the ends of the earth will be caused to think and will turn to the Lord:
Yea, 8)) the subdivisions of the nations will worship in Thy presence”.

It is no wonder Paul was glad to fill up on his part the complete sufferings of b
Savior that His salvation might reach ever maore and more people.

3—Tbe ground of this high assurance lies in the essential relation of God to
al) men and of all men to God (28). “For the Kingdom is the Lord’s by every fight
and He will not surrender His claim nor forego Bia glory nor share it with au}
(see Isa. 45:28, Phil. 2:10, Iza, 42:8, 48-11 etc.). “And He is the ruler over the
pauons”—"over the nations (peoples in the primary meaning)” by actual contrdl
Yet He will be satistied only when+He rules within the peoples, The aim and offee
is to set up the rule of God within—to make the external reign of power aver

« become the “glad reign™ of grace within men. (Concinded on Pore 17)

e

STEWARDSHIP
Mrs. Clyde V, Hickerson, Virgiuis

< Soothwide Stewnardship

Bspianctory Note: The fallowing material is the third of a secies of “Stewardahip
Month-by-Month Suggestions" as prepared by Mrs. Harold Bi Tillman, the Arkaneas
stewardsbip chairman. Each month during 1947 the suggestions are to be given
monthly in the magazine. It is sincerely hoped that stewardship chairmen will em-
courage their societies and ciecles as well as the individual members to profit by them.

Yarch— The Meaning of Stewardship

And he called his ten servants and delivered unto them ten pounds
and said unto them: "“Occupy till [ come"—ZLuke 79:13.

The definition of stewardship adapted by the United Stewardship Council is this:
“Christign Stewardship is the practice of systematic and proportionate giving of time,
abilities and material possessions, based on the convicton that these are a trust from
God to be used in His service for the benefit of all mankind". Such a definition of
stewardship involves capital, labor and management. In the Scripture-referesce
pote that the servants were entrusted with ten pounds, capizal; to be used, labor; for
their master, management; they were to manage his affairs until his return, So are
we to manage the affairs of our Lord until His return| His word te¢ us is: “Occupy
till T come"”, and we will be beld to a strict accounting.

“Find out what God would bave you do
And do that little well,
For what is great and what is small
'Tis only He can tell”

Community Missions (Conluded from Page 0)

We do not reglize it but they consider few white people as being real Christians,
What a ssock that discovery was to me| If we were treated as they are, what would
be our attitude towards them?

The tamgible results—so many meetings, so many attending—eeem hardly warth
telating No one can measure the imtangidle results. Whether from blindoess,
spathy ar prejudice, we have failed the Negro Until we Tind the personsl attitude
that squares with Jesus’ attitude, we fall short in our own spiritval lives. We cam’t
safely fence off ane section of our attitudes and leave it unChristian or apti-Christias:
“If with ! your hearts ye truly seek Me, ye shall ever surely find”, said the Cheist.—
Mrs L. B M. Freeman, Raleigh, N. C.

{(Concluded from Page 18)

Bible Study

4—This involves that peeple of oll grades and degrees will own and serve God
wm Christ {29), “All the fat (prosperous) anes of the earth will enjoy their pros-
perity in God and worship. Likewise all the lowilest, even they 'that go down to
the dust” shall'ceverently bow before Him. Even he whose condition ia such that ‘he
<annot sustain life’ will atil) rejoice in God bis Savior”,

S—Heow all this is te come aboud la told in verses 30-31. “A seed shall serve
Him”, This is the seed of the Kingdom, redeemed men. These shall be wi
generation by generation. As each group comes upos the wene they shudl ba

<lating)God's rightacusness o every geseratiop tbat shall be bom. E and

missions are the hope of the crucified Ope (compere Isa. 33:10-1%.
-17=-




CIRCLE PROGRAM

EXPLANATORY NOTE: The following program is sub.

mitted for use by circles this month. Its suggested

N articles will be found in the following monthly missionary

@ magazines: Royal Service, 50c a year from 1111 Comer

Bldg., Birmingham 3, Ala.; The Window of YW 4,

World Comrades, each 31 a year from the same Bi.

mingham address; Tke Commission, S0c a year frow

7 NECESSITY: &4  Baptist Foreign Mission Board, Richmond 20, Virginia;

. e ,,/ Southern Baptist Home Missions, 25¢ a year from Baptis

= Home Mission Board, Atlanta 3, Ga. Each one partic.

pating in the following program should have access 31

least to the magazine in which her article appears. (Sec also page 34 of 1947 W.M .U
Year Book and page 19 of this magazine.)

Topic: Tithes and Offerings

/
Oevotional Theme: “This ye Sught to have done”—Matt, 23:23; Mal. 3:10.
stewardship for Today (See article in March issue of Southern Baptist Home
Missions.)
What Y.W.A's, Do with Their Money (See article in March issue of The Win
dow of YW.A,)
A Sunday Trip (See article in March issue of World Comrades.)

Evangelism in Home Missions (See¢ article in March issue of Southkern Baptin
Home Missions.)

“Committed to Our Care” and “I've Got to Go Back to Rumania” (See thex
two articles in March issue of The Commission.)

From Missionaries (See pages 6-8 of 1his magazine.)
Whatsoever Thy Soul Asketh of Thee” (See page 3 of this magasine.)

& “NOT-GRUDGINGLY &
% R - OF <

Editorial

such activities so that similar stories of souls saved and lives trained might be greath
mcreased. Therefore, Woman's Missionary Union has set a high goal for the
Annie Armstrong Offering. the higher hope being that the goal will be far er
ceeded and thus nrore evangelization may result. [Please give generously, grale
‘ully. even as “thy saved soul asketh of three! "—RKeathleen Mullory

(Concluded jrom Page 3}

At top of page 31 of W.M.S, Folder of March Week of Prayer pleast
change word “Land” to “Lord”. The mistake is deeply regretted.

len mlllwn Ameri‘cans are being asked to unite in prayer for world-wide pesor

according to the will of God. Please thus unite in daily-~aye, constant—prayer, #

the assurance that “our future lies ih the spirit of Christ and prayer”. .
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Business Woman’s Circles

Miss Mary Christian
WM.U. Representotive

Prepa_mion: _The program chairman will have no trouble gaining the intereat
of her constituency this month with the program topic, “The Russians”, for no people
in the world are studied with keener interest by us today. The excellent program
material (pages 21-28) introduces in a clear, concise manner the Russians, their
country, their history and religion and stimulates our desire for further information
about them and other peoples of the world today,

The usual careful preparation, including rollecting of materials and making
assignments to members who are to participate, should be made well in advance of
time of program. The Social Committee shoutd be reminded of its responsibility for
attractive and appropriate decoration of the place of meeting. March brings spting
flowers; but pictures, flags and maps of Russia would be helpiul also. Many of these
may be iound in current magazines and newspapers, school supply stores and your
State Baptist Bookstore.

Urge the Music Committee to nole the selection of hymns given in the program
and their place on the program relative 10 the topics. Perhaps records by Russian
composers might be played at the close. The Scripture or Bible study suggestions
(page 16) will be most belpful to the devotional leader and her attention should be
called to these.

Attractive program folders should be mimeographed. Many circles have in.
dividua) programs each month. Members 1aleated in typing and cutting stencils will
be gtad to take turns helping with these. Refer to the catalogue World m Books from
your state W.M.U, headquarters and order from your State Baptist Bookstore folders
with praying hands or with picture of head of Christ on them for program covers or
arder “candle” seals or “Bible” seals to paste on plain program covers, If any of these
plans is used the program topic should be “Russia Needs Christ”. A large question
mark might be drawn on a plain program cover and, just beneath, the words: ‘“What
do you know about Russians?” It would be well to send a postal to each member
telling her of the time and place of meeting and subject of tbe program.

Presentation: Variety in the manner of presenting the monthly programs is
weatly desired. Interesting programs held within the time limit will help to enlist
oew members and keep “old” ones faithful in attendance. Try this suggestion if you
bave no better one:

Let two of the B W.C. members be waiting at a bus station for a laté bus and.as they st the)
tead Lbe svening paper Tuming through the paper ihey discuss some of the facls about Rusus
1d the Russians that are given in the topic: “What Munmer of People?* Thbreo others, sitting
searby, become interested in the discussion of Russia by’hl.:e:e two women n:l:'m s b:tm
\o them. Fin me of the listeners speaks up, saying as jusi studied history o
and tells som:“ﬁ’;n: of the history as given in the topic: “Yesicrday, Today and Tomorrow".

One of the firt speskern with r in hand eapresses interest (o the history but wondee
shout ﬂ:e :elgiom of Rumia, The m Hitener who had besn atting quredy l.slh what she has
beard sbout this, using some of the materia) in the topic: “Christianity 1 Rusza®™.

Amtlmofthepnpu-mdhgﬂm«pukmmshiahpliﬂmdwouldlihwm
more of Raptist work in Rumis since religions In Russia have been mentiooed. Each escluima then
ihe is a Baptist and each i3 on ber way to a Bapust B.W.C. Conference.

Then the other Listener who had not spoken before tells of e in Russin, wilng 2 bech
sround material the two : “History of Russan Baptists® and “Russisn Baptists Today™. They
bear the bug calied and go off the platform after that last tak.

The chairman would close the program with & scason of prayer. She may well use the requans
tives [p the program euiline (page 25).




Program Plans

Prepared by Miss Gena M. Will, Lenisiang
W MU Troiming Scheol, Lowirodle, Ky

The purpose of this progrem is: to show that, although communism is preva.
lent in Russia and is the state form of government, there is some form of religiony
teleration; to belp us understand that God in all His goodness is taking care of
His ows; to learn the needs of these Russizn people; abd to make clear that, although
there are many Baptists in Russia, they still need missionaries, preachers, Christiap
teachers, churches and much more freedom of worhip. Let us remember that the
commission of our Christ, “Go yel”, can still be beard in the hearts of Christiang
everywhere and that we must pray for, give 10 and send those who have felt God's
call for mission service,

For publicity, put near the top of blue poster paper a sithouette of & church,
either cyt from black construction paper or painted on with black India ink. Print
underneath the church these words: “Learn about the People Who Have to
Woarship in State.Owned Churches. W. M. 8. Meeting. Time—Place—Date—"
Place poster io church where all will be reminded of the meeting,

For individual programs mimeograph or draw =zmall maps of the Europe-Ass
comtinental maps. Empbasize Russia by coloring and paming it, On back (o
inside if you hkave foided progrems) have an gutlime of the program as [t will e
presented.

Present program as il the program chairmam of the WM.S. has called g mest.

for Russia and for a brosder viion of American Christian peopie about Russis,
he members could go into am informal discussion of the material. The program
ould be carried out as arranged sn page 21, each person beginnin

Ptanner: for “What Manner of Pecople” the participamt could say:

that the Russians are very interesting people? Why, when [ read . .., . .",
far “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow” the person discussing could say: “I dide
mow much about the people or the government of Ruseia but since feading i

3 " The parts of “Christianity ia Russia” and *“Russias

Baptists Today” could be given in like manner, each person introducing ber pest
to make it appear as infermal and natural as possible.

While the first topic is being told, the hostess sbeuld secure from anothe
reem a large wap of the world and tell the group that she thinks that it woold
be a good ides to know the location, size and population of Russia as
with sther pations. The map could be left on the wall throughow the eatire
wecting. Forother information it would be well to examine articles in The Wis-
é0w of YWA. and read those written by Dr, Louie Newten sbout his recest
wip to Rumia; many of Dr. Newtons opinions are set forth on pages 26-27 o
this magazine, also in recent issues of The Commission and of the state Baptis
papess. Prom him we get a clearer view and insight on attitude of the Russis
people and about the Baptist churches there,

At ibe close of the program the hostess could suggest that they find &
mmsic on the radio. At ooce she turns it o and a hiddes voice sings: “Hark, &
Vaics of Jesus Calling”. :
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PROGRAM MATERIAL

Mrs. C. D. Creasman, Tennessee
THEME for YEAR: The World’s People Today
TOPIC for MONTH: Russians

Hymn—We've a Story to Tell to the Nations
Bible Study—God's Pledge te His Suffering Servant—Psa. 22:26b-31 (See page 16.)

Prayer that the day may be hastened when “all the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn unto the Lord™

Hymn— Jesus Shali Reigo
What Manper of People? —VYesterday, Today and Tomotrow

Prayer that theve may be a spirit of understanding and cooperation between the
United States and Russia

Christignity in Russia

The History of Russian Baptists
Russian Baptists Today

Bymn for the Year: Harkl The Voice of Jesus Calling

Watchword for the Year: “Go ye . , . and make disciples of all the nations'—3a#s.
28:19.

Prayer that the Gospel may be given to the Russians

—Hyrmn—Faith of Qur Fathen

WHAT MANNER of PEOPLEY

"IHERE are no people in the world mare interesting and more important to as
today than the Russians. We probably think more about them and talk more

about them than any other people. They are our allies, and yet we fear them.
We claim them aa friends, and yet we doubt them.

A jew years age the Russians were fooked upon as comparatively unimportant
people in the affairs of the world. Thelr military power was considered impateat,
for they had been defeaied by the Japanese and had shown little strength in the
first world war, They had almost no influence in ibternational 2ffairs, but now they
have beceme the most important and powerful oation in the world, excepting our
own  Their influence in the United Nations is an acknowledged and much feared
thing. They sit in the council of nations as ooe of the “Big Four”, and the power
tbey exert is big, spelled with s big “B".

Who are these Russians? What manper of people are they? They numbes
about 178 million people who live in a land long knows as Russia but pow called
officially the Union of Soviet Socfalist Republics or, more briefly, USSR. This is
the largest expanse of land claimed as the home of one netion, covering an area of
¢ight million square miles (about one-sizth of the werld's surface) and occupying
oot only a large space in eastern Europe but also al) of porthern Asia and a part
of cencral Asla. This land is rich in natural resources, which include vast forests of
sanding lumber, almost fabulous depokits of al kinds of minerals and immenss
tviilable water-poser, 3

peasant people, only aboul eightosen
m.mduumelyeoldwintersma ndicap
he people are industrious a
pd vegetables. In




The people, like their country, are both European a_ncl' Asiatic. They are a pan
of the Slavic race tbat centuries ago migrated from Asia into Eu_rol?e_. Dr. Everst
Gill, in-*Europe: Christ or Chaos”, calls our attention to the significant fact that
our word “slave” comes from the racial name of the Slavic people; be gives the
following explanation: “In the fifth century the Ge;mns_ supplied the slave-markets
of Europe with so many Slavonic captives that their racial pame replaced the othe
words for servitude and most of the European languages gdo_pted‘th.e word as coined”,
However, Dr. Gill says that this is no indication of racial inferiority. Some writers
disclaim any conmection between the words slave and S]_av, saying that the fatiet
is derived from a Slavic word meaning praise, thus indicating that they are a prais.
worthy people.

Certainly the Russians, along with other Slavic peoples, have many praise
worthy characteristics. Described thus are they by Dr. Gill: “They have unbounded
vitality and national perseverance. They know how to endure and wait, When
occasion and need atise the Slavs know bow to fight . . . The Slavs are a music.
loving people, their folk-songs being among the best in all lhe world”. Moreover
they are a deeply religious and mystical people and have described themselves as
“God-seekers”. Dr. Gill thinks Lbat they are perhaps the most naturally religious
people in the world.

While they bave their faults the Russians, like all others of earth's peoples.
are worthy pot only of our praise but also of our sympathetic consideration. Cer-
tainly we would ralher have them as friends than as enemies. And certainly we
who are Christians see the importance of giving the Gospe! to these powerful people
that their strength may be directed not to produce hatred and strife but for the
promotion of world peace and world brotherhood.

YESTERDAY, TODAY and TOMORROW
To understand and evaluale the Russians we need to glimpse briefly their histon
Then we need 10 see them as they are today and as they may be tomorrow.

Yesterday

Russia first came into notice as a natlion in the ninth century. For sevetal
centuries the Russians' history was one of expansion as they spread out to take in
nore territory. Then in 1904-5 came the Russo-Japanese War, bringing ignominous
Befeat to the Russians. This not only checked their territorial expansion but re
vealed the weakness of Russia as a nation, This weakness was without doubl
caused by the kind of government which had existed ic Russia for centuries. Ii
was an ahsolute monarchy of the Asiatic type. The ruler, known as the czar, bad
absolute power. He was not only tbe head of the government but bead also of the
church, “the father of his people, the source under divine gift of all pofrer’”. Back
of the czar was a group of aristocrats, leaders it the church and state, who influenced
him and helped him rule the masses of the people. These aristorrals were rich and
powerful, owning most of the land; the millions of Russian people were practically
slaves of these few.

This condition existed for centuries. Then at the end of World War I came
the Russian Revoiutfon in which, because of the issues of this war, ideals of free
dom were in ascendancy and the Russians rebelled against the bondage which bed

kept them slaves for centuries. Powerful leaders, Lenin and Trotzky, led in the

rebellion, The last of the czars, Nicholas II, was assassinated. The blood of e
aristocrats ran [reely. All property became the possession of the state. Commupis®
was born.

In this revolution the Russians thought they were winning a victory for freedos,

when in reality they were just exchanging one autocracy for another. They eschanged

the czar for a dictator and the rule of the aristocrats for the rule of the bolshevk
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They were beguiled into thinking that they were rufing themselves while all the time
they were being vuled by a small group of autocrats at the top,

[n this change the Russians thought tbey had bettered their condition and
o many ways they had. Certainly they were more prosperous than they had been
before. The famous Five Year Plan greatly increased agricultural production;
industry was encauraged; large sums were provided for transportation, elec.
vification am housing; education was provided not only for children but also
for adult illiterates. But, with all of this, the people were denied those liberties
precious to individuals: "The right of speech, of the press, of teaching, of asso-
ciation. of damicile, of travel, of opinien, of religion”,

Russia’s part in World War IT is too well known to be repeated hete, The
wonderfu! courage, enduramee and military skill of the Russian soldier in with-
standing the assaults of the Germans and finally driving them oxt of their land
is one of the greatest military exploits of all history,

Today

Now we see the Russians today-—victarious over their enemies, a great world
power, a deciding vnice in the assembly of the nations, “a mighty nation with
an industrial, econamic, educational and military program which 2mazes the
world”. [t is @ recognized fact that the USSR and the United States are tbe
strongest pations in the world today. These twa nations are very different, with
wwo very different economic systems, two dilierent systems of government, two
different ways of life. “The Russians have collective industry, we have private
property. The Russians have a one-pariy system, we have a two-party system.
The Russians crack down on free speech. we believe in it" Russiz exalts the
pawer of the state, our nation exalts the rights of the individual. Russia is com-
munistic, our nation is capialistic. Can two nations sa far apart in their ideologies
ge! together in an understanding cooperation that will lead the world to permanent
peace?

Apparently both Russia and the United States fear each ather. Quating
Or. W O. Carver: “Bnth povernments make a, show of eager desire for world
unity and for cooperation of all peoples on a free basis, yet neither country trusts
the intentions of the other. Instead af warking together in friendly efforts to
petlect plans for United Nations QOrganization, each one looks for the secre!
trick and the sinizter motive in any proposal put farward. Herein lie the greal
iragedy of the present situation and the ominaus threat for the near future™.

Tomarrow

As we think of the future of the Russians, many questions arise. Will com
Munism continge o satisfy the Russians? Will communistic leaders see the danger
of their policies and grant more liberty to the people? Wili government owmerhip
of tand, coaperative praduction and government control of distribution prove to be
beneficial to the character and well-being of the people? Will Russia and the
United States find a basis of mutual understanding and continued friendship that
=il promote the welfare of bath nations and of the warld? The world s waiting
for an answer ta this last question—waiting, wondering and fearing.

We feel that the future of Russia depends Jargely on what our nation do&
tday. We are the people whose ideals are based on Christianity. We are
suppased to have the unselfish attitude in our national relationships. Without sacri-
lice of any of our national ideals, we must lead in an effort to undetstand and
cooperate with Russia.

Some years ago one said, “The future of Europe belongs to the Slave”. 1t may
be that the future of the whole world belongs to the Slavs. So, for world safety
-




we must do ow utmost to be Christian friends to the Russians and lead them 1
Christian ideals of government and to Christian ways of living.

CHRISTIANITY in RUSSIA

[N the early history of Russia a young queen, Olga, heard of a new religion, Chris-
tiznity, and journeyed to Comstantinople that she might learn more about i
There she was instrucied in the Christian faitb, became a believer and was baptizg.
She returned to Russia eager to win ber family te Christiapity. She was pot im-
mediately successful bul through her influence her grandson, Vladimir, accepted
the Christian faith and became the first great Christian ruler of Russia. He wag
not only baptized himseif but also ordered ali of bis peopie to be baptized. Ay
ancient chronicler describes the baptismal scene as being very dramatio—as the
people first threw their large wooden idol into the river, then were immersed in the
same river, “some sitting on the banks, some plunged in, vthers swimming, while the
prilesis read the prayers”. Of rourse few if any had the slightest idea of the spiritual
significance of immersion.

For all the centuries following this baptism, Christianity has beec the recog
pized religion of Russia and the Greek Orthodox Church has been the state church.
Ay was the case all over Europe, Christianity became the religion of the natiop
but there was very little of the Christian spirit in the hearts of the people. By
"mass conversion and baptism” vast multitudes came into the church who were
Christian in name but pagan al beart. The church, aifiliated with the state, be
came a political rather than a spiritual organization. The Russian church shared
with the czar in an autocracy which ruled with a mighty hand. Priests and bishops,
consumed with desire for wealth and power, joined with the czar and the noble-
men in oppressing the Russian people.

So, 2s a mtural result of this church autocracy, the Russian revelution was
directed against Lhe church as well as against the royal rujers. The bolshevist
leaders, knowing no form of Christianity but that of the Russian cburch, declared
themselves against all religion, They said that religion was an ‘‘opiate”, harmfu
to the people. Church lands were confiscated, buildings were destroyed, priests and
bishops were killed. A militant atheistic society, The Union of the Godless, was
ormed to prove to the people that religion was a superstitious mvth.

Realiging the 'religious soul” of the Russian peopie, the sevolutignists tried
to supply a substitute for the church by making a religion out of communism. The
preserved body of Lenin was set up as a shrine for the worshipful reverence of the
people. Communism was presented as a cause worthy of sacrificial loyalty and
service. To be willing to die for this cause was considered an evidence of supreme
heroism.

The communistic leaders scon found that their stand agaimst religion was &
mistake. They learned that they could net legislate against the religious nature
of the pesple. The more they declared there was no God the more the Russiss
people believed in Him. When the war came on, Stalin began to see that relgia
was needed to sustain the morale and courage of the soldiers; so the restrictions
on religion began te be lifted. The churches ware opened and Sunday was re
atored as a day of worshlp. The loyalty of the Greek Orthodox Church as well &
that of other religious groups to the government in its war effort brought a chaoge
In the attiturde of the Soviet government roward religion. So Sialin has accepl
the Orthodox Church as a part of the Russian life: ant a degree of religious libes§
has been grafted to all religious groups—Greek Orthodox, Jewish, Mohammase
and evangelicals. :

While this is encouraging, we must imderstand that the way of Cheisti
Is 280l not casy in Russia. Communists are still atheims. The young people

.-

peen brought up largely in ignorance of Christianity. There is not the degree of -
religious liberty that we enjoy in our land. Sunday-schools are not permitted be-
cause the law, forbidding teaching of religion in schools, is interpreted to mean that
there must not be any schools for Bible teaching. However, we can rejoice in the
partial religions freedom granted and-in the fact that there -is no open aggressive
campaign to produce a Godless Russia.

The HISTORY of RUSSIAN BAPTISTS

first Baptist church in Russia was organized in 1868 at Tibilisi (then called

Tiflis) the capital of the~Republic of Georgia. Back of this is an interesting story.

There lived in Tibilisi a merchant by the name, Nikita Voronin, who was a leader
of a religious sect known as Monokans. There arose among these people a discus-
sion of baptism and this man Voronin gave himself to a study of the New Testament
on the matter. As a result, he was led to a profound religious experience and de-
cided to be immersed as a believer. He did not know that there were such people as
Baptists in the world. He formed his convictions only from the study of the New
Testament and then learned from a German artisan that such convictions were
shared by millions of people in other lands who called themselves Baptists. He
was baptized on August 20, 1867, and by the next year there were enough Baptists
to organize a Baptist-church. In 1871, two yourig evangelists joined the Baptist
ranks and under their leadership the Baptist movement spread across southern Russia.
In 1884 a Union of Baptists was formed.

Meantime another movement started in north Russia led by Lord Radstock,
an Englishman of the Plymouth Brothers type. A Russian woman of high social
standing invited Lord Radstock to come to St. Petersburg. He accepted the in-
vitation, preached in the houses of the aristocrats with the result that some men of
pational prominence were converted. These men of wealth and fame began to
evangelize the working people and peasants on their estates, to print and distribute
tracts and to organize philanthropic efforts. This group of evangelistic Christians
were invited to join the Baptist Union in the south but because that group of Bap-
tists were suffering persecution at the time they did not accept this invitation, think-
Ing that by calling themselves “Baptists” they might bring persecution on them-
selves. However about 1888 they organized themselves into the Union of Evangelical
Christiams. The leader of this group, Prokhanoff, always spoke of this organization as
“Baptist” when outside of Russia and once served as vice-president of the Baptist
World Alliance. So, certainly these may be counted as Russim.Blphsts, for in
doctrine and practice they are just like the Baptists of south Russia.

The revolution of 1917 was directed against all religious groups, so the Bapﬁ.sb
suffered their share of persecution. However, there were things in the revolution
favorable to the Baptists. The new constitution separated church and state, thus
giving effect to a principle which Baptists have held through all their history.
Gradually Soviet leaders have learned that Baptists hold views of church polity and
Christian living altogether different from the Orthodox Church. Then, when World
War II came, Baptists in Russia proved themselves to be patriotic an.d loyal to the
Russian cause. These things have raised the status of the Baptists in the eyes of
the Soviet government. So, even during revolution and war years Baptists enjoyed
a degree of religious liberty and greatly increased in numbers. .

Dr. Louie D. Newton, président of the Southern Baptist .Conv?ntwn, gives four
significant facts about the Baptistimovement in Russia. First: “It was in every
instance the result of the stiidy of the e
l_.te imxl':lwdhte subject ;:ll C the
its earliest stages, as ¥ ; .
masses, albeit thets Were t ' S Fourth: “In. th
beginnings as well

movement”’,
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RUSSIAN BAPTISTS TODAY

AST summer Dr. Newton made a twenty-five day visit to Russia as a3 member of
the Russian War Relief Delegation of Americans invited by the Soviet govern.
mept to inspect the manner i which American relief had been used mnd to io-

spect medical, educational and cultural institutions. This gave Dr. Newton the pp
portunity to visit many Russian Baplist churches and to see something of the
Baptist situation in the USSR. We glean from his writings interesting and encour.
aging facts aboul Russian Baptists 1oday.

Dr. Newton says it is difficult to know the pumber of Baptists in Russia today
“The cburches are scattered widely throughout the vast countty—many of them
baving been located in the path of the epemy’s indescribable destruction. Many
meeting houses have been destroyed, including of course all records. Many Baptists
bave been killed both in militaty service and ameong civilians. Many others have
been displaced—unaccounted for. Exaci figures as to membership are therefore im-
possible at this time”. However, il is thought that there must be at least two millios
and perbaps twice that many. There are about three thousand Baptist churches and
twenty-five bundred ordained ministers. Writing of the general situation, Dr. Newtop
mys. “As far as ) ‘could see, it was apparent to me that our Buptist brethren i
Russia are enjoying increasing measures of freedom to carry on their work. They
bave ibeir bouses of worship back, and they are open every day in the week for Bible
study, prayer and preaching. All property, of course, is owned by the siaie but
the government has given the houses ol worship to the churches of all faiths 10 use
an fhey sce fit so long as the uses are distincily for religious purposes. They are
free 10 use their gifis as they choose. The churches pay a nominal tax on the property
to cover fire and police protection”.

Dr. Newton's description of his visit 1o the different churches is most inspiring.
Everywhere were large crowds, and everywhere the reception accorded him was wacm
and enthusiastic. Ow his firsl Sunday in Russia he attended services in a Haptist
church in Moscow. He says that as the car in which he was riding approached the
church it had 10 move very slowly, “the driver trying to edge the car along through the

d thet filled the sidewalk and much of the street”. The pastor came out to meel

im and his party and had to push them through the throng to the study. Thea
ben they were ready ta go to the pulpit, Dr. Newton says that the auditerium of
the cbhurch was so crowded tha! it took five minutes to work their way frum the
atudy to the pulpit. He described the music as being superb and then says of the
people’s response to his message on the text “And there shall be one fold and one
Shepberd”: "Despile the limitation of language, involving the tedious business of
transialion, sentence by sentence, there was a response from the congregation thal
[ dare not altempt 1o describe. The Russians are emotional people. When you
preach about the Good Shepherd, they answer back with tear-dimmed eyes and
faces aglow with understanding. Qfiten you will hear them say, ‘Da, da—yes, yes'"

Dr. Newton found at Tibilisi, the place of Lhe organization of the first Baptist
church in Russia, s beautifu) house of worship. But in Leningrad and Stalingrad
and in many other places the war had lelt the Baptist church buildings in ruins. Writ-
ing of conditions in Stalingrad Dr. Newton says: “Every building in Stalingrad was
totally destroyed, and our Baptist people are meeting in the temporary homes and
in such other places as may be found . . . But Lhe spirit of the people is positively
inapiring. They are working day and night to rebuild their city, and they dream of
the time when they will have modern and adequate houses of worship for every
Baptist congregation in Stalingrad and in all that section of Russia’.

Of the Baptist women of Russia Dr. Newion says: “In all the meetings 1 con
ducted, the women were largely represented in the congregations and always ¢
were most responsive to my sermons and apparently deeply impressed by every ap
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1 1 made. I believe it is quite proper to say that the women of Russia im-
pressed me as baving a very deep spiritual concern and yearning”.

What can southern Baptists do 1o help the Russian Baptists? That’s a difficult
question to answer, for there seems little that we can do at this time. Perhaps the
day will come when we can send missionaries but that cannot be done now. Doubt-
Jess we will some day be priviieged to belp to establish and maintain a much needed
weminary for the training of Russian Baptist leaders but that is not yet possible.

However, we can even now show a spirit of understanding and Christian love
oward these Baptists and all Russians. We can pray constantly for them and
can, with onr gifts, relieve their suffering. The more than 200,000 kits already
wnt 1o Russia have helped to form a bond of fellowship. These have oot only
relieved much sufiering but ‘have demonstrated to Russian Baptists that southern
Baptists have the spirit of Christian brotherhood whick kaows no chasm of mis-
understanding—but only & bridge of sympathizing love.

The visit of Dr. Newton has without doubt helped to cement the bond of
(riendship between southern Baptists and Russian Baptists. This bond will be
further strengthened by the visit of three Russian Baptist leaders to the United
Stales this year. Dr, Newton iovited them to come and he obtained the per-
mission of the Soviet oificials for them to make the visit. They will visit four
Baptist Conventions on this continent: Northern, Southern, National {Negro) and
Canadian and will retumn to Russia by way of Copenhagen for the Baptist World
Alliance.

Millions of Baptists in Russia and millions of Baptists in the United States
ought to be able to belp produce the understanding and cooperation necessary
w draw the two greatest nations of the world together in bonds of friendskip
and mutual helpfulness. Or New Year's Day, Dr. Dlewton received the fo]lov?in;
eablegram from the Baptists of Soviet Russia: ‘Heartiest Christian greetings
to you and all fellow Baptists and fellow Christians of America. May God give
you new power for sacrificial service in the cause of Christ in the New Year", Sugb
a spirit will bring the United States and Russia together in a friendship that wilk
bleas the world.

Worse than the physical suffering is the spiritual condition of Europe. “Sin
and illegal practices are prevalent. Muititudes are held by superstitious religious
observances; and others, turning from religions which have never satisfied theit
longing hearts, are Godless'".

However, there are some conditions in Europe which are encouraging. One
thing is that there is perhaps more religious freedom there today than ever before
ln every country ideals of liberty are prevailing and the preaching of the Gospe!
is permitted.

But, the most encouraging fact is that the people are eager for the Word
of God. We are told that in France there is a wave of religious enthusiasm and
that never befare has there been such a demand for the Scriptutes and such a
thirst for the truth. A recent issue of the New York T:’r'nes Magazene carried the
{ollowing paragraph: "The war has left a Bible famir:;e in the world, as the con-
ference in Britain made clear. The famine is worst in (:'ermany, where a whple
wistaught generation is now suck in spiritual nihilism, its gods fallen, nothing
pesitive to cling 10. We are told of forums of young people in Germany wha are
starling their spiritual education {ram scratch anc_i censidering  the Medaiswda
possible guidebook and manual af life, now that M'em Kampf has been d;scr n
We heard of labor camps where hundreds of thirsty souls are drinking in the
teachings of the Book of books™.

Europe, long considered a Christian cootinent, is in reality one of the greatesi
mission figrds ing the world. There are about four bundred million unevangelized




QUESTIONS fer BEVIEW and DISCUSSION

. Give a brief review of the bistory of Russa

. Tell suarthing of the country of Rusia,

. Give yome characteristics of the Russians,

. Discuss the causes that produced the Russian Revolution.

. Discuss the oecessity of understanding and cooperztion between the Umited
States and Russia.

. Bow was Christianity introduced inte Russia?

. Discuss the Russian revolutiomists’ attitude toward religion.

. What is the attitude of the Soviet government toward religion today?

. Tell womething of the history of Russian Baptists.

. Tell something of the strength of Russian Baptists today.

. Tell of Dr. Newian's experiences in visiting the Russian Baptist churches

. What can we do to help the Baptists of Russia?

REFERENCRE MATERIAL

Py ot o s e o e e B gt
matier guated m whole or i port. Fwriber trievesting help may de found m ths Ested maberid
The Window of YW.A

Ambassador Life

Southern Baptist Home Missions

Cuarrent Magazines

Articles Written by Dr. Lonie D. Newton
“Europe: Christ or Chaas™ ... ...
From Jerusalem to Jerusalem.. ...

—Wordd Comrde
—State Deoominational Pape
—Thbe Commicsis

ierimenmsnmssnene. DI Evecett G8
weviicree...... Helen Barrett Montgomery

Southern Baptist World Service Center

receives and ships to European and Chipese Baptist war sufierers clean usab
dlothing and food concentrates. Send prepaid lo%urkn Baptist Werid '
Center, ¢/o” Rev. Clovis A. Brantley, 740 Esplanade Ave., New Orinans 16, L

-1

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

Miwe Jultette Muther, W.M.U. Young People’s Secretary

ARCH brings the week for our prayer programs in bekzlf of home mimfons
and ourapgathering of the Annie Armatrong Offering. This year we want
every WMU organization to observe this program, without exception, The

WMU young people’s director will be sure that all the missionary education orgemi-
mtions receive their material and use it. The programs are distributed through
sate WMU beadquarters according to your state plan.

With the programs you“will find the vajuable graphs supplied by the Home
Mismion Board, These