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A PR1L IS distinguished not only for its new frocks and flowers but also for its 
/X frequent, showers one result being the familiar saying: “April showers bring

May flowers . Fanuliar also, especially to outdoor sport-fans is the express 
sion: Geres a rain check , which is just a quick way of saying: “Don’t be dis- 
appointed. iou will have another chance!”

April is the calendar s most exquisite proof that nature always gives another 
chance after the confining cold of winter. Infinitely more comforting to the Christian 
is the reassurance each Eastertide that Christ arose from the grave and that there is 
eternal hie for His followers. Thus fortified they can go steadily forward “alwayi 
abounding in the work of the Lord”. ’

April, as the first month of the calendar’s second quarter, is a logical time to 
check on one s progress thus far and in so doing to be encouraged in the assurance 

of the so-called rain check as to opportunities missed in the past quarter but yet 
possible in gratifying accomplishment. For Instance:

1—Gleaning and Forwarding of the Amois Armstrong Offering—Frequently 
in ones circle or society or in one of the W.M.U. young people’s organizations there 
are members waiting to make their contribution long after the Week of Prayer for 
Home Missions has been observed; maybe they failed to attend the services or were 
not able at the time to contribute; maybe the program was not presented in their or­
ganization. You will know or can ascertain; then you can “redeem the time” by get­
ting the offering promptly forwarded according to the plan in your church and state. 
The Annie Armstrong Offering has but one purpose: namely, to help as many as pos­
sible in our homeland and in Cuba and in the Cana] Zone to find eternal assurance 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

2 H inning Souls to Christ—Through the March Week of Prayer and its offer­
ing are great soul-winning agencies, there is always the power of personal witnessing 
in one s own community. Perhaps in the first quarter of this calendar year you let 
other things take precedence over your witnessing for Christ or perhaps the ones whom 
you thus visited did not make the necessary decision. No month could possibly re­
veal more perfectly than does April that “now is the acceptable time . . . now is the 
day of salvation’’ through faith in Him who made possible the Christian’s Easter. It 
*ill be stimulating to be reminded that during this present April and on through this 
second quarter the Home Mission Board under the leadership of its secretary of 
evangelism. Dr. C. E. Matthews, will seek to rekindle the evangelistic fires in and 
through each southern Baptist church. You might be Christ’s messenger to encourage 
your church and your society and your circle to cooperate fully in this soul-seeking 
crusade. (See article by Dr. Matthews on page 7.)

' Southern Baptist World Service Center—True ako is the fact that with the spring quarter 
there is constant and usually charming proof of the fact that people like new clothes. In changing 
1° ^L*Ur S|>rinK ^rocks, did you remember the war-impoverished Baptists of Europe and the orient? 

ook again and yet again in your wardrobe or closets and please share of your much or tittle 
reserve as the case may be. Anything that is still durable and is clean will be genuinely appreciated. 
Also most acceptable are food concentrates and soap Each package must be prepaid, whether 
sent hy express or freight as of course it would be prepaid if by parcel post. The receiving address 

Southern Baptist World Service Center, do Rev. Clovis A. Brantley, 740 Esplanade Avenue, 
■Yew Orleans 16, Lo.

April, it is thus seen, has many reminders that no matter what may have been neglected in 
past there is always another opportunity for the Christian to “redeem the time” ... to “seek 

lirst the Kingdom of God" ... to “lovn mercy”. May this April keep reminding you and me to 
use now our many “rain checks".—XotHeen MaRory



Proposed Revisions in Constitution and By-laws of 
Woman’s Missionary Union, S. B. C.

THE foilowing revision! are offered by the W.M.U. Executive Committee and the 
■Ute W.M.U. executive and young people's secretaries. They are to be voted 
■pea at the Union's annual meeting in St. Louis in May. Every delegate is asked 

*o Kndy each revision most carefully.
CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE II—Object (Substitute)

The object of the Woman’s Missionary Union shall be:

1— To enlist a]I southern Baptist women and young people in the study ud 
practice of world-wide missions

2— To cultivate the grace of Scriptural giving and to strive to develop a deeper 
Mnae of responsibility as stewards of the Gospel.

ARTICLE III—Officers (Add “a first vice-president’’}

The officers shall be a president, a first vice-president, a vice-president from 
each cooperating state, an executive secretary, a treasurer, a recording secretary, u 
Maistant recording secretary and a young people’s secretary.

ARTICLE IV—Section 2—Board of Managers (Change “7" to ”9” trustees; insert 
“tk» first vice-president" after “president"; insert word “other" between "three” 
and “vice-presidents”; add “and the principal of the Woman’s Missionary I’nirn 
Training School" after “Union")

Board of Managers—The Woman's Missionary Union shall be incorporated and 
shall have nine trustees who shall be known and designated as a Board of Managers. 
Such Board of Managers shall be composed of the president, the first vice-president, 
three other vice-presidents, the executive secretary, the treasurer, the recording 
secretary of the Woman's Missionary Union and the principal of the Womans .Mis- 
■ionary Union Training School.

ARTICLE V—Terms of Officers. Members of Committees and Boards (Substitute, 
beginning “Any vacancy" and ending “Literature Department’’)

. . . Any vacancy occurring between annual sessions, not otherwise provided for. 
■hall be filled by the Executive Committee. The resident members of the Executive 
Committee shall be divided into three groups, as nearly equal as possible Each 
group shall serve for three years, with one group going out of office each yi ir. No 
member shall be eligible for reelection until at least one year has elapsed ex, ept that 
this ruling shall not apply to the member who may be the secretary of the Womans 
Missionary Union Literature Department. The groups shall be listed in the annual
report according to their term of service .

ARTICLE VI - Annual Meeting I Substitute “60" for “50" in Section 2)

. . . Each state shall be entitled to sixty delegates, including the vice-presi- 
<k®t. .

BY-LAWS

1—President (Substitute for third sentence)
... In her absence and that of the first vice-president, the president shall ap­

point a resident member of the Woman's Missionary Union Executive Committee 
t» preside at the meetings of the Executive Committee; in an emergency the Executive 
Committee shall elect the member to preside.

2 First Vice-president The first vice-president shall preside at the annual 
(neetiag of Woman’s Missionary Union and at meetings of the Executive Committee 
In the absence of the president. Should the office of president become vacant for 
my reason during the year, the first vice-president shall become president for the un- 
«pir»d term.

By-law 2 becomes By-law 3 etc.

&- Board of Managers (Change “4” to “5" for quorum)
... not less than five members shall constitute a quorum.

12—Elections (In first sentence, change “7" to “9")
... the nine members of the Board of Managers

Southwide W.M.U. Committee Meetings 
St Louis, Mo., May 3, 1947

meh meetings will be held at the Statler Hotel. Each state is asked tt arranp 
tar due representation at each committee meeting.

Saturday, May 3:

9 AM. to Noon—

Margaret Fund Committee
Executive Secretaries’ Conference
( ommittee on Missionary Education of Young People
Mission Study Committee
( ommunity Missions Committee
Stewardship Committee

2 P.M. to 4:30 P.M.—

Joint Session of W.M.U. Executive Committee and State W.M.U. Executive 
and A oung People's Secretaries

7:30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M—

W.M.U. Executive Committee 

[N the passing from earth to Heaven on February 13 of Dr. I. J. Van Ness cd 
Nashville, Tennessee, Womans Missionary Union lost a loyal friend. Through 

Dr. \ an Ness’ many years as executive secretary of the Sunday School Board he 
icrved as an advisory member of the Board of Trustees of the W.M.U. Training 
school and it was by his recommendation that the Sunday School Board gave gen­
erously toward the erection of the Training School building at 334 East Broadway 
,n Louisville. Also at the recommendation of Dr. Van Ness his Board began about 
twenty-five years ago the genuinely appreciated custom of contributing monthly 
toward the rent of W.M.U. headquarters space in the Comer Building in Birmingham 
i most gratefully remember, too. that it was Dr. Van Ness who gave of his time and 
editorial skill when in 1917 I undertook to compile the Manual of W.M.U. Methods. 
Por these and many other expressions of his fraternal spirit Woman's Missionary 
Union will cherish his memory.—Kathleen Mallory
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As to St Louis Reservations for May Meeting

ON the back cover of this magazine is a picture of the modern and excellent)) 
equipped Statler Hotel which has been designated as W.M.U. Headquarten 
Hotel for the May meeting in St. Louis. In the Statler will be held on Saturday, 

May 3, the many southwide committee meetings as announced on page 5 of thi 
magazine; it is hoped that each state will have its duly appointed representative it 
each of these important committee meetings, even as it is eagerly desired that every 
state have a full delegation and many visitors at the eight W.M.U. annual meeti^ 
sessions on May 4-6.

A request for a reservation at the Statler must be sent to the Housing Burets, 
just as all reservations must be cleared through the Housing Bureau; it will be i 
waste of time to seek a reservation otherwise. It is also true that, in requesting i 
a reservation, choice must be given of three hotels; likewise it must be understand 
that the published rates are subject to change; and one’s chance of getting a resena 
tion is better if the request is for a room for two or more people. The recommendsd 
list of hotels is as follows:

HOTEL
For 

One Person
For Two Persona

2-Room Suita
Parlor and
BtdrooaDouble Bed Twin Beds

American ______ $2.00-$3.00 $3.50-$4.00 $5.00
Chase .......... 3.50 and up 5.00 and up 6.00 and up $10.00 and up
Claridge............... 3.00- 4.00 4.00- 6.50 5.00- 6.50 10.00 and up
Coronado _______ 3.00 and up 5.00 and up 6.00 and up 8.00-$13.00
DeSoto______ _ 2.65- 7.00 4.00- 7.00 5.30-10.00 10.00
Jeftenon_______ 3.50- 5.00 4.50- 6.00 6.00- 8.00 12.00- 20.00
Lennox _____ __ 3.00- 5.50 5.50- 6.00 5.50- 6.50 10.00- 11.50
Lindell Plaza__ 3.00 4.00 5.00
Majestic .... __ 2.00- 2.25 2.75- 3.25 4.00
Mark Twain 2.75- 3.50 4.00- 5.00 4.50- 5.50
Mayfair________ 3.00- 6.50 4.00- 8.00 5.50- 8.00 10.50 and up
Melbourne 3.20- 4.20 5.30- 6.80 5.30- 7.30
Park Plaza ___ 4.00- 8.00 5.50-10.00 10.00- 15.00
Roosevelt ............ 3.00 3.50 4.50
Statler .................. 3.50- 5.00 5.00- 7.00 6.50- 9.00
York ............ 2.00- 2.50 3.50- 5.00 4.00- 4.50

The suggested form for seeking a reservation is as follows, all requests being dw 
to reach St. Louis not later than April 21:

Single Room.............. Double Bedded Room Twin Bedded Room .....
2 Room Suite.............  Other Type of Room.............
Rate: From $____  ____  to $....... .
First Choice Hotel Second Choice Hotel............Third Choice Hotel...... -
Arriving at Hotel (Date).......... .................. Hour ................ A.M................... P-M
Leaving (Date)............. ....................... ....... Hour ________A.M. . .. ........P-M
Names and Addresses of Persons to Use Reservation........................  -
Anyone desiring a room in a private home at $1.50 per night for bed and break 

fast should indicate that desire to the Housing Bureau. The address of the HousM 
Bureau is

Housing Bureau, Southern Baptist Convention
910 Syndicate Trust Building
St. Louis 1, Missouri

The opening session of the annual meeting of Woman’s Missionary Union will 
held on Sunday afternoon, May 4. The Southern Baptist Convention is scheduled 
to include Sunday, May 11.

Southern Baptist Women Asked to Pray for Revival
Dr. C. E. Matthews, Superintendent of Evangelism

S. B. C. Home Mission Board

THE Department of Evangelism of the Home Mission Board and the Radie 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention join in appealing to our Baptist 
women to sponsor "The One Million Prayer League Covenanters” in praying 

(tally for a ^>iritua! awakening to come to the world. (See notice at bottom »f page.)

Baptist Bour Spearheads Evangelism—“The Baptist Hour” is spearheading a 
Southern Baptist Program of Evangelism" during the months of April, May and 

Jane of this year. It is hoped that the broadcasting of evangelistic mesaagea, with 
the theme "Christ Is the Answer”, as a supplement to the preaching of the Gospel 
by pastors and evangelists and cooperation on the part of 26,000 churches and six 
Billion Baptists, will mark the beginning of a spiritual awakening in the southland 
that will spread over the nation and to the ends of the earth. This broadcast is 
qxmsored jointly by the Home Mission Board and the Radio Commission.

Much Preparation Must Be Made—We realize that much preparation for such 
i great task as this concerted effort must be made on the part of all southern Baptists. 
Ptablicity, census taking, organization, promotion etc. are all very essential. But all 
•f these things, in spite of being well-planned and thoroughly executed, will fail 
unless we engage in unceasing prayer to God for His mercy in sending a revival from 
Heaven upon us. It is “not by might nor by power but by My Spirit saith the Lord 
of hosts”

We have prepared covenant cards for all who will join the “One Million Prayes 
League Covenanters”. These cards can be had by writing “The Baptist Hour”, 
Atlanta, Georgia. We are looking to our women to help the pastors sponsor ths 
dgning of these covenants by our Baptist people. Send for your supply immediately.

The Department of Evangelism has a unified program of evangelism to offer 
touthem Baptists. This program will be readv by the time our Convention meets in 
May in St. Louis. We earnestly solicit your prayers in behalf of the Southwide Com­
mittee on Evangelism as it prepares its recommendations to the Convention.

The following is the April program of “The Baptist Hour”; watch the denomina­
tional press for the May and June programs. Urge the unbelieving and unaffiliated 
Baptists to tune in each Sunday morning of the three months.

<pr>i 6—Immortality—“Life’s Last Enemy”__________ Dr. James W. Middleton

ipril 13—God—“You Must Reckon with God”................... Dr. James W. Middleton

20--Sin—"God’s Universal Indictment"............... .............Dr. C. E. Matthewi

^pril 27—Regeneration—“Man’s Greatest Need”..................... Dr. C. E. Matthew!

Write to
The Baptist Hour

427y? Moreland Avenue, N.E.
Atlanta 3, Ga.

'f you wish a card denoting membership among the “One Million Prayer League 
Covenanters” in intercession for the southern Baptist special emphasis on evangelism 
ln April, May and June. Doubtless you can persuade others thus to covenant too.
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COMMUNITY MISSIONS
Mrs. Edgar Godbold, Southwide Chaim*

“Too Late”

WHILE visiting one of our southern Baptist churches last winter I had a WJdJ 
member, Mrs. P, tell me of an experience she once had. Mr. N, a Greek-Amai 
can, was brought to trial for selling liquor illegally. Fearing that the judgi 

would acquit him, a number of church women attended the trial to see that the judgt 
brought justice. During recess for lunch Mrs. P suddenly realized that southen 
Baptists send missionaries to Greek Catholics and that here was one in our otn 
country, so she decided she should speak to him. Approaching Mr. N she begu 
to talk with him about the relief ships recently sent to Greece. As he expressed ap 
preciation for being in the United States she reminded him that if he really wax gM 
to have become a citizen he should show it by obeying the laws of the country mJ 
not selling liquor.- Finally she asked if he was a Christian. He replied that he wa> 
a member of the Greek Catholic Church. When questioned as to whether or not bt 
attended church he excused himself by saying that he was a bachelor and that, win 
there was no woman in a family to make a man go to church, he didn’t go.

Mrs. P also learned that he had no Bible. The next day she and another men 
ber of the Woman’s Missionary Society left a Bible at Mr. N’s store which was to 
a section of the city that had a bad reputation. The Bible had verses on the ptas 
of salvation marked. The following day Mrs. P received an urgent call for ber to 
return to the store. Thinking perhaps that the Greek-American had questions to Ml 
about portions of the Scripture he had read, Mrs. P and her friend answered the n» 
mons. Once there Mr. N told her that in all the years he had been in tbe UaltM 
States, since he was twenty, she was the first stranger to speak kindly to him, to bt 
interested in him, to do a good deed for him. Mrs. P tried to talk with him aboot 
being a Christian but he would always break in and tell her about his church er abost 
some vision of the Virgin Mary he had had.

On subsequent visits this same thing occurred but still she tried to mataitdi 
contact with him. At Christmas she sent him a card. He presented her a fwe 
pound fruitcake of the best kind and a picture of Christ in a lovely frame of twwtj 
karat gold, an expression of gratitude for the concern she had shown about him.

Recently Mr. N was found at his home, dead of a heart attack. Mrs. P eada! 
this story by saying that whenever her eyes rested on the gold framed pictan ol 
Christ she felt condemned for having failed to get Mr. N to acknowledge pet*uU*l 
faith in Christ. The only reply I could make was that we all stand condemned, «S 
of us who live in a community where a foreign-born person lives to whom we have art 
witnessed. The story of Mr. N would surely have been a different one had soot 
Christian befriended him when he first arrived in our country; it would surely haw 
■leant a law-abiding citizen and a follower of Christ.—Mrs. John Allen Moore, f* 
eign Board Missionary to Jugoslavia

Lpon another occasion Miss Amelia Diaz of Zarzamora Mexican Baptist Church 
here in San Antonio introduced me to a young man; she remarked that he was one of 
their members "But you are very new, aren't you? I don’t remember seeing you 
here before .1 said. Yes , interrupted Miss Diaz, “he is a new brother whom we 
found in jail ’. I must have looked startled, for she hastened to explain that in the 
iail there wage many men and boys, not criminals but prisoners because, attracted by 
the high wages in this country and unable to meet the restrictions placed on immi­
gration by the Mexican government, they had entered illegally—“wetbacks” as they 
ire commonly called, because many swim across the Rio Grande at night. The 
Woman s Missionary Society of Zarzamora has regular services in jail for these 
fellow-countrymen, sometimes carrying some special treat and writing letters for these 
prisoners etc. There has been a large number of professions of faith and many are 
ttudyimi their Bibles regularly. An effort is made to keep in contact with them after 
-.hey leave jail and Miss Diaz has received many letters from them. Several have 
written that God has called them to preach Christ in Mexico.

A member of the Good Will Baptist ( hurch in San Antonio works in the city 
totpital Members of several Woman's Missionary Societies, including hers, visit the 
teepWal io distribute tracts. Bibles, flowers etc. and to talk to the patients. As the 
Majority of the patients are of ( atholic background they do not understand very well 
Sow to rind Bible references and do not know the meaning of many of the terms used 
by Christians in religious conversations. Often after the W M.S. women have gone, a 
priest will come by and leave a rosary in the hands of the patients. This Baptist 
nurse is known as an evangelical and is often called on to explain and show how to 
use the tracts and Bibles: she is also asked to explain the differences in her religion 
Mid ( atholicism. On her off-duty-days she frequently returns to the hospital to talk 
with the patients and to distribute tracts.

I he First Mexican Baptist Church of San Antonio is situated in a very over­
crowded section of the city. I he Woman’s Missionary Society places great emphasis 
on cottage prayer-meetings and on helping the needy. Rather recently, after a cottage 
prayer-meeting. there were 42 new children in Sunday-school. The kindergarten 
worker. Miss Irene Anderson, helps in this as her Work carries her into all the nearby 
home* This work brings new children to the kindergarten and these same children 
open the homes for such prayer-meetings All over Texas the Mexican Woman's 
Missionary Societies are busy in this, their most loved and best understood phase of 
w M I work The Mexican woman lives among needy people and her heart is ever 
render and her hands ready to meet the need The Gospel has done so muc h for them 
’hat thev are especially eager to meet the heart-hunger of a spiritually destitute people.

Mrs. J I. Move. Home Board MBsionarv, San Antonio. Texas

“Inasmuch”
ibVkTHERE have you been, Sister Dinah?" I asked a member of the CalvMJ 

W Mexican Baptist Church, just as she and others were getting off a bus in Sm 
Antonio. "We have been out to the Old Ladies’ Home where we found dk- 

teen women all sick or very feeble. We visited with them, gave them opportaaftj 
to talk with us and then we had a song service and Scripture reading with them. They 
enjoyed the prayer and one of our group talked to them about Jesus as our Savta 
Some of the English-speaking ladies, had been going out there but these women csoto* 
speak English; how glad they were to see ust They urged us to come often”.

Southern Baptist World Service Center
Packages of clothing or food can now be sent in any desired quantity to the recently 
opener! Baptist warehouse in New Orleans for shipment to war-impoverished Baptista 
a Europe and China. Of course all such clothing should be immediately usable, 
therefore perfectly clean and mended; food should be concentrates or otherwise 
capable of shipment overseas. Postage, expressage or freight charges must be fully 
prepaid. The address is: Southern Baptist World Service Center, c/o Rev. Clovit A. 
Brantley, 740 Esplanade Avenue, New Orleans 16, La.
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BOOK REVIEW and STUDY SUGGESTIONS
Min Willie Jean Stewart, Timo.

New Testament Evangelism

WE LONG have needed in our mission study courses a book with a fresh approacr 
to soul-winning; in this text we have a most inspiring and practical one. Tit 
book costs more than our usual mission study text-books but is worth it becaut 

it points the way not only to effective soul-winning but to renewed spiritual vigor it 
the churches. The author, Dr. Arthur C. Archibald, who is a northern Baptist mis 
iater, writes of plans he has used in village, country and city churches of many kind, 
over'a period of forty years. He presents definite, tested, workable plans. IQrdr 
the book, price $2, from your Stele Baptist Bookstore.)

Session One—Chapters 1-3. Speak of the need for a more effective evangel 
ism today as developed in the last paragraph, page 13ff. Give illustration of ti<h 
page 13. Ask four women to give four reasons that reassure us as to the turn of th 
tide, now. Emphasize the need for a life-changing conversion and for a new evangel 
iatic emphasis.

Ask a member to discuss the author’s introduction to layman’s evangelise 
(chapter two). Consider some New Testament examples of evangelism, such ai 
Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9; 10:5-7, 16-21; 11:1: Mark 6:30-32; Luke 10:1, 17-24 
John 4:7-26, 28-30, 39-42; Acts 2:14-16, 22-24, 36-41; 9:26-38; 10:33-44. Whin 
of these are mass appeals, which group appeals, which personal efforts by laytna 
sent by God to certain individuals? All three must still be practiced, but whid 
seenw to get best results in the churches of today? Why?

Speak of evangelism as the central purpose of the church and of the ministn 
Note the main points of the author's argument in chapter 3, using marked passage 
read in class. Note that what the author says the ministry must do could be starter 
by any interested, consecrated group in the church who fulfilled the conditions sac 
gave the pastor assurance of their backing Appoint a committee to report at the 
next meeting on the number of conversions in your church in the last five years: bo* 
they were won, if possible; who have dropped out of church life and why

Session Two—Chapters 4, 5. Ask the pastor to teach chapter 4, All 
women to recall instances of New Testament evangelism studied in session ont 
Write on the blackboard the thesis stated on page 47. Note that if the church i 
to work at the task it must organize for it. Call for report of the committee on o» 
ditions in own church. Spend a period of earnest directed prayer for consecration tr 
this task in own church.

Discuss general plans in chapter 4. Note that only men can win men, only k 
church members are used can a church change its community, can Christians rt 
deem America Counsel with the pastor as to bow the men in your church can b 
enlisted Could the pastor enlist them in the study of this book?

flewnion Three—Chapters 6, 7. Raise such questions as: Does the quo 
tion of evangelism make you uncomfortable? Do you really believe that converxitx 
makes any drastic change in a fife? Is speaking to a person about becoming a Chris 
tian an impertinence—when or why or why not ? What is the price of eflectin 
evangelism? Is prayer availing without action? Point out the answers in chapter 4 
Raise the question: Do I want my family, my friends, my community saved, enouji 
to suffer for them? Lead in a period of definite prayer, for a passion tor seals, f« 
deep concern for individual k>«t persons and for whatever it takes io make lap*1 
them.

Study together the author's discussion of conversion, pages 61-45. Bring th 
claaa to a decision to become a nucleus of a praying church backing up chordm®' 
lay evangelists Pledge the support of daily prayer to your paator. Plan for oth* 
methods of prayer suggested in chapter 7.

Session Four—Chapters 8-10. Sit at a table with your pastor and work 
through the steps given in chapter 8. Set a date; leave the sermon and talk plan­
ning to the pastor; start prospect lists and make plans for completing these; appoint 
i committee to see that the work is done and the list duplicated under the pastor’s 
direction.

Study carefully the »ugge»tionS concerning the wcuring and training of evangelist! given la 
chapter 9. Although the pastor must lead in all these activities, a group who understands what 
be to working al can cooperate and pray more definitely and effectively. If any church has no 
paMor, pray and talk over earnestly the possibility of getting a layman to lead the movement 
Jeus, too, was a laymxn.

Close with a definite study of the five basic assumptions on page 90. Give each student a 
copy to put in her Bible. Study the practical suggestions in chapter 10. Spend a period in tater- 
rnsory prayer, assigning one person on the prospect list to each woman

Session Five—Chapters 11-1S. Chapter 11 is meant for the pastor However ths 
daw can learn much that should be helpful in its own efforts from reading and discu-sini the 
point made in each of the illustrative talks.

In chapter *12, note the need and opportunity and the mistake of not speaking to children 
ud young people about Christ. Let two teachers tell of the suggested approaches Discuss the 

j“<er* °, , Ded*i°n D*X” “d the suggested program. Ask six women to suggett 
briefly the sb possibilities with young people. Plan to find out who are saved and unsaved In 
the Junior, intermediate and young people's departments and make definite plans for winnioa 
them. Spend a period in prayer for this work. "

Ask all the group to read, at home, the six typical cases given in chapter 13. Discuss the five 
permanent gains from lay-evangelism, pages 44-148L Call attention to its cumulative value

Let the class vote as to whether or not it feels that this type of evangelism is needed In yoar 
church. If for any reason the pastor cannot lead In this effort, form teams from the group to da 
slut they can to win the lost on your list of prospects. Ask each woman to read the book acab 
sod then to see that some man in your church reads it. Close with a season of prayer for 
whatever venture you decide to make. 7

State Executive (or Corresponding) Secretaries: State W.M.U. Headquarter* 

Mre. R. S. Marshall.--------- ------------------------- - ---------401 South Perry Street, Montgomery 2, Ala.
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Mrs. C. H Ray..._............... .. .......    . 209 Radio Center, Little Rock, Ark.

Mrs. W. C. Howell............... ............... .............................„.................. ....._........... 1605 M St., Fresno, Calif.

Mrs Carleton M. Long......... .... ......... .............. 4441 Yuma St., N.W., Washington 16, D.C.
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Mis» Janice Singleton—.......... .. .  Baptist Building, 291 Peachtree Street, N.E., Atlanta 3, Ga
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Miss Mary Winborne. .........      127 East Broadway, Louisville 2, Ky.
Miss Hannah E. Reynolds............... _................................. . ...... ......................Box 12, Shreveport 80, La.
Mias Marjorie Allen..............................   307 Professional Building, Baltimore 1, Md.
Miss Edwina Robinson....................  _...... _............ .................Box 530, Jackson 105, Misa.

Mrs. C. M. Truex............... ...........     1023 Grand Avenue, Kansas City 6, Mo.
Mbs Eva Inlow................. ..... ......  _......    ................. Box 485, Albuquerque, N. M.
Miss Ruth Provence....... .......  214 Recorder Building, Raleigh, N. C.
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“GIVE ATTENTION to READING” STEWARDSHIP
Miss Thelma Brown, Book Consultant, Baptist Sunday School B**n

ELIZABETH JANET GRAY, public school teacher in New York City and autha 
of Adam of the Road, Beppy Marlawe and other fine books for boys and girls 
was selected last fall by our state department and the Japanese government to 

go to Japan as tutor to the emperor’s eleven year old son. Before she left, several 
New York publishers contributed their best books for a gift library, many of which 
had a Christian emphasis. Since her arrival, she reports that the young prince hai 
a keen interest in these books and is an alert pupil of all things American. The fact 
that Miss Gray is a strong Christian reminds us of “Anna and the King of Siam’’ and 
we hope that the results of her teaching will be as fruitful.

When Kermit Eby returned last summer from a visit to defeated Japan where hr 
went as a member of the United States Education Commission, he spoke of the great 
spiritual and intellectual vacuum there and urged Christian leaders to help. He raid 
“We can build now toward [>eace . . . Japan needs books, books, books'”

The last week in January Mrs. Irita Van Doren. editor of the Herald Tribwu 
Weekly Book Review, left for Japan to investigate the present opportunity for 
American books to get into Japan. The people in Japan want to read about us, out 
culture and our Christian faith as never before. What a challenge for us to tneei 
their almost miraculous interest in our way of life by a similar desire for knowiedfr 
and understanding of theirs. Certainly we who have the Christ to share with theg 
should reach across the miles with intelligent concern so that our prayers and o« 
influence will be based upon present day conditions and accurate informatier 
amclandsd by wartime hatreds and propaganda

Whether er not you have organized a Reading Circle or a Missionary Romd 
Table, there are certain new books about the people of Japan that you wifi waat 
M read If they are not already in your church library, now would be a good tiaw 
tn buy them and share them with the entire church membership after you use them 
for this special program

Mrs. Foy J. Farmer, former missionary to Japan, suggests that we read th 
following books to help us underatand the people of Japan. She says of them:

A Pepper Pod by Shoson I Kenneth Yasuda), (Knopf, $2.75) — exquisite tranda 
tious of many poems by famous Jajianese poets, giving a splendid idea pf the mnatt 
refinement and culture of Japanese people and their love of nature. It mast hr 
remembered that this is pagan poetry.

A Brother Is a Stranger by Torn Matsumoto and Marion O. I^errige (John Da, 
$3.75)—the life-stwry of a Christian Japanese man who dared to think for hunsdf 
vividly portraying his struggles against eld Japanese traditions I heartily agree wtd 
soother reader that this is ", . the truest and moat complete book of life in Japan 
with all its good and evil, that I have ever raad".

Japan. Past end Present by Edwin t). Reiscbauer TKnopf. $2)—an lau-rnreiatiw 
history of Japan from earliest times to the present, explaining the political and »«cial 
hastitutiwns and influarnes that hare made Japan what she was and is. It help* toward 
realization of our responsibility to Japan

You will be glad to know that a postwar edition of Kagawa bv William Arliaf 
(Harper, 75c t» paw) is available for mtaskm study chases. The $125 edit* 
ghorid be purchased tor church libraries

Mrs. Clyde V. Hickersos, VirrM 
Southwide Stewardship Chairman

April—Stewardship of Self
First they gave their own selves to the Lord—// Cor. t:5b

Each one of us shall give account of himself to God—Remits 14:12

In The Message of Stewardship Bishop Cushman says: “Because persons ws 
God’s supreme creation, Jesus Uught that the highest stewardship is that of life 
Personality is the supreme thing in the universe. This is the end of stewardshta 
God has been trying to love us unto Himself, in order that we might love others 
unto Him and the eternal life”.

Near the royal residence at Osborne, in the Isle ot Wight, were some almshmues 
W bile visiting in one of these, a gentleman asked an old lady “Does Qweew Victoria 
ever visit you here?" “Oh, yes”, was the answer; “Her Majesty conies to see mel" 
‘And des the King of kings visit you here?” asked the visitor “No sir” said the «M 
lady. He doesn’t visit. He lives herel" Fellowship with the ting rf kray wli 
“ understand our responsibilities as stewards and give us power to fnlffl them.— 
Mrs Harold B. T Mourn, Arkansas

Victories and Goals
Lettie Moee 

Chriataae
St*te Offering

Alabama ................. J 57,581.11
Anama ------------- - ------ --------- 2,696,95
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District of Columbia .................. 2,252 89
Florida .........     42354.87
G*orgia ............ .............. ............... 70.008.50
niffiois --------------- --------- ------- 13330.46
Kentucky....................  47.108.51
Louimana ------------ ---------------- 38.314.56
Manland .............................. ...... 5.540.59
Misataaippi .. . .............................. 48,454.16
Missouri ................... .................... 40,326 42
New Mexico . ..........  8367,56
North CarwliM---------------------- 130304.74
Oklahoma----------------------------- 50,718.71
South Carolina______________ $7,32137
Tennessee---------------------------- 47.881.56

---------------------------------------364,686.86
—.------------------------------- 131387.91
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Training School
Miss Carrie U. Littlejohn, Principal, 2811 Leiugta Road, Louiaville 6, Ky.

A Widened Missionary Vision

THE campus-wide Student Volunteer Band has meant more to me than almost any 
other organization here at the Training School. Not only have I been inspired 
by outstanding speakers, but also the personal contacts with other members of the 

Volunteer Band have been sources of strength. We all have experiences similar and 
different, problems which need to be shared with those who have the same interests we 
do, calls to service all of which are unique and which show God’s marvelous and 
various ways of dealing with different individuals, especially as He -chooses them for 
this work which is perhaps the highest of all callings—home or foreign missions.

It seems to me that more and more students here are becoming interested in for­
eign missions. Now there are over a hundred volunteers on the Seminary-Training 
School campus.

Otrr last missionary day was particularly impressive. Dr. Louie Newton chal­
lenged us all with the needs in Europe and we realized more than ever that Baptists all 
over the world are a unified body and must stand firm for Jesus Christ in an aggressive 
missionary program. Dr. C. Oscar Johnson next discussed the orient with particular 
emphasis upon his recent travels there. More than I ever realized the needs of the 
great yellow race center in China and Japan. At the dose of the morning service 
President Fuller’s earnest appeal for us to go out and plead with the people to give, 
pray and think missions made all of us search our own hearts to see if we have truly 
laid our all on the altar of sacrifice. It has been customary this year for Missionary 
Day afternoons to be spent in prayer-meetings of different interest groups. Of particu­
lar interest was the Hawaiian group meeting on that day when Raji Hoshizaki reported 
on the recent youth revival at Honolulu and when Chester Young, president of the 
Hawaiian group showed a motion picture of the eruption of the volcano at Mauna Loa

In our study in the history of missions, Dr. H. C. Goemer has emphasized the im- 
jrtance of our carrying the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth. Missions 57 
a course for future missionaries and is very practical, for we study problems that will 
xi front us on the mission field and methods to use with different groups of people.

My field work both years here with the Negroes of Louisville has been a definite 
asset to me as I plan for the mission field. How my heart yearns to see these young 
members of a different race come to know their Lord and their God. This work has 
been filled with problems, of course, and has been helpful in making me realize that the 
life of a missionary is hard work with much discouragement and not just a glorious ad­
venture. But even here the Lord has outweighed with victory and joy the problems 
and discouragements.

My own interest so far as missions is concerned lies m the orient. It seems to me 
that the orient (and perhaps Japan) is our greatest opportunity at present. We 
Christians are debtors unto these people. We have given them western culture; we 
have demonstrated to them western power and western sinfulness; but we have failed 
fa any full measure to give them the Savior who is responsible for all that is good and 
wholesome and beautiful in the western world. If only a future Japan can remember 
a sweeping missionary movement from America that will be strong enough somehow 
to blot out the ugly memory of Hiroshima!

We here at the Training School need the prayers of the women of the southland 
that we may be willing to go and do as Christ commands each one of us. In turn, 
we pray for each of you that you may pray and be willing to give of your sons and 
daughters and of your wealth and your all to bear the glorious message of Jesus W 
the uttermost parts of the earth.—Miss Alice Baird, Kentucky, 1947

CALENDAR of PR A YER
April, 1947

* Mrs. W. C. Headdraon, Arizona

I WELL not doubt, though all my ship* it sea 
Come drifting home with broken masts and sails.
I will bebera the Hand—that never fails—

From seeming evil worfceth good for me;
And though 1 weep because those sails are battered, 
Still will I try, while hope lies shattered— 

“I trwit ia Thee”.
—EB« Mibsekf Wilcox

1—TUESDAY
Suu W.M.U. annual aiirtffi—Kentucky, 
Mayfield, Mfanfaaippi. Jackson, April 14;
■ ho Cuba niBwnl meeting. April 1
Believe in the Lord your God, so ahaD ye 
be established — □ Cheon 2d: Id

2—WEDNESDAY
Dr and tiMn. L K Jtarhsea. W^h. I> 
and tMn H Hall, dtnkinag ■ ■aeiHi—. 
n’Mm Thelma WHttnma. Kwrilfai China, 
medical evangel braaho Rvwrvtt, Richard 
■nd Edvard Jackson. Manmret Fuad ata- 
den ts
Beboid. the fear of the Lord fa whdon; aad 
U depart from rrii fa aawiefataadiag

—M n il

8—TUESDAY *
State W.M.U. annual meetings—Arkansas, 
Jonesboro, Louisiana, Shreveport, April t-lt 
Give unto the Lord the glory dee ante Hfa 

—Paa. 44:1

9—WEDNESDAY
Slate W.M.U. usual meeting—Mtaeom[
Tineas City, April 4-11
That ye may snow forth the excellencies nd
Him who called you out of dsrinege 
His marvelous Hghi —I Pet 2:4

It—THURSDAY
Rev C W Caidwell. Rev. I. D Eat® 
Little Rock, Rev. C C. Roberts, Benton­
ville, Rev. H. A. Zimmerman, Arkadelphia. 
Ark., rural evangelism
The Lord gfveth window: out of His mouth 
cometb knowledge and understanding.

—Prov. 2:4

>—THURSDAY
Suu W M.U. awraa) meeting—HHnofe, Asma,
Aj»rii 3-4
How great are Hfa signs aad how mighty 
are Ha wondeni —Daa. 4:3

4—FRIDAY
Rev and Mrs. H E. Gwy, WeMnon. Rev 
and Mrs A. R Cavaaos. Laredo, n—gal 
fant, Mrs Elisabeth Escobedo, San Antonia, 
Texas, educational evangeiaaai aaxmg Meal-

Cast thy bread upon the wntese for thou 
shall find it after esnay days. —Bed. 11:1

6—SATURDAY
Rev and ’JADs W C. Harvteoa, *Mfa 
Mildred Cai. xxfMias Maye Belle Taylor, 
educatioaa) evangelfam, Recife Brnri] 
The lines have hi Men unto me in pieman! 
place*; yea, 1 have a goodly heritage.

—Paa. Id:4

•—SUNDAY
That in churches mention may be made of 
and prayer be offered for the meeting M 
the Baptist World Alliance in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Jvfy 2V-Aug 3
Yoor faith fa spoken throng ho of the whole

— Bam. 1:1

7—MONDAY
Rev. and Mrs. E. Beceeva, Saactf Spfritn*, 
Rev. and Mrs. F. Santana, Cotorm, Culm, 
evangelism; nine Esther Boman, Mas—set 
Fund student
Let the beauty of the Lord our Ood be upon 
u —Pm. fd:14

11— FRIDAY
xxRev. and •Mm. J. J. Cowsert, evangelism. 
Rio de Janeiro, fMfaa Mattie Baker, edn- 
cational evangelism, Sao Paulo, xxMim Alms 
Jackson, medical rvangelhm. Goyania, Bra­
sil; also George Cowsert. Margaret Fund 
student
The foundation of God standeth sure.

,:l!
12— SATURDAY

Pref and Mrs. F. E. Bn Ida in, educational 
evangelism, Waco, Rev. aad Mrs. L. L. 
Lowry, Beau moat, Rev. M Lopes, Ft 
Worth. Texas, evangelism among Mexicans; 
also Martha Buldam, Margaret Fund stm- 
dent
Righteous art Thou, 0 Lord, when I plead 
with Theo. — Jar. 12:1

13— SUNDAY
That God’s people may learn and practice 
the grace of tithing
AD the tithe ... is ths Lord’s: it b holy 
nato the Lord. — Lev. 27:3d

14— MONDAY
Bev. and Mis. G. A. Bowdlar, Clpoletti, Rev. 
and Mrs. V. L. David, Cordoba, evangelism;
MrsB- M. Logan, Mrs F. J. Fowfar, 
emeritus missionaries, Argentina; also WB- 
lam Bowdler, Margaret Fund student; ata- 
anal W.M.U. meeting of Mexico, Larada. 
Tamaulipas
The way of the Just is uprightness.

—lea. 24:7



Calendar of Prayer for April FAMILY ALTAR

15—TUESDAY
Rnv and Mrs D. D. Caapcr, Shawnee Re* 
and Mr* W Iroi, Piwtwsftka, Okh., Win 
grlkm atnocf Indians
Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art m> 
txxi “P» ‘*3 1°

15—WEDNESDAY
Woman's MissionarT Union at .Vmerit
Talk ye ol al! His woadruws works

—P» 105:3

17—THURSDAY
Dr and I’Mrs. L D Worn!, evangelism 
xx*Mk< I ihel Mndrton, fMiss Georgia Mae 
Osburn, eduiati»nal evangelism. Santiag--', 
Chile
The I.'icd God i< my strength and He will 
make my fe£t like hind''- feet, —Hab. 3:19

15— FRIDAY
Rev and Mrs R. R Machado. Vibora. Miss 
Cecilia Dominguez, 1‘otrerillo, evangelism 
Miss Genovea Gonzales. Cienfuegis. Cuba 
educational evangelism; also Esther, Moista 
and Ruben Mai had", Margaret Fund '•tudenV 
Tire Lord is a God of knowledge, and by 
Him actions are weighed —I Sam. 2:1

19—SATURDAY
Dr. and Mrs A R Crabtree, educational 
evangelism, Rio de Janeiro, Dr and JMrs 
A B Oliver, evangelism. i'urityba.Braxil: 
also George Crabtree. Bennie May and Bruce 
Oliver. Margaret Fund students
Blessed be the L nd who daily Icadrth ns 
with benefits F\a 68 19

IS—SUNDAY
That the Lord may m.ik. possible a full at­
tendance and may shc.wrr Hi* blessings up« a 
the annual meeting of W.M.U , St Louis, 
May 4-6 
Strengthen, 0 God, that whkfi Thou hast 
wrought f •: us. - Psz 68 28

11—MONDAY
Womans Missionary Union of Italy; atari 
Dr. and Mr*. D G. W'MtUnghBi and Dr 
and Mr*. E. Gill, emeritus miaatonanec 
Europe
Sing forth the honor of His name make 
His praise glorious --Psa. 66 2

22—TUESDAY
Ri v and Mrs. E I.. Kelley, Alice. Rev 
ar.d Mrs ( . Paredes, Austin, Texas, evangel­
ism among Mexican*
Being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ

-Rota. 5 ■ 1

2S—WEDNESDAY
Dr. and J Mrs. J A Abernathy, Shantnng, 
Dr.- and xxJMrs. G. W. Strether, Pacfaow. 
China, evangelism; also Wallace and Miriam 
Strother, Margaret Fund students
Thou. 0 Lord, art a shield for* me, my 
glory and the lifter up of my head

—Pm 1:3

14—THURSDAY
tilisa Blanche Rutherford, New Orleans, La. 
t-Misa Mary Headen, West Frankfort, Rev' 
and Mrs. G. O Foulon, Greenville, Rev. and 
Mrs. A. Wright. Benld, III., evangelism 
among many nationalities; also Lucille 
Wright. Margaret Fund student
There is no power but of God. —Rom ]jj

25— FRIDAY
xxRev. and Mrs A S. Patterson. I agu 
Rev and tMrs I N Patterson. Abeokuta 
Nigeria, educational evangelism also Martha 
Patterson. Margaret Fund student
The Lord is good unto them that wait for 
Him, to the soul that seeketh Him

—Lam 3 25

26— SATURDAY
G'mI-- r."h li’f-ings upon Woman's Misdon- 
arv Union Conference, including Business 
W man's Circles, Ridgecrest. N C . Aug

That the abundant grace might through the 
thanksgiving of many, redound to the glory 
of God —II Cor 4 15

27— SUNDAY
River Plate Woman’s Missionary Union
Put on the whole armor of God Eph 6 11

28— MONDAY
Rev and Mrs E. Delgado. Harlingen. Rev 
and Mrs G B Mixfm. Brownsville Rev 
and Mrs A Ortiz. Hondo. Texas, evangel­
ism among Mexicans
J<sus said unto them, I am the bread of 
life. — J.ho 6:55

29— TUESDAY
Mrs D P Appleby, publicatlonal evangel­
ism. Rev and ’Mrs J A Harrington edu­
cational evangelism. Bello Horrizontr Rev 
and Mr« W H Berry, educational c\angel­
urn. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: al*' David 
Appleby and Bailey Berry, Margaret Fund 
students
Be strong, for your work shall be rewarded.

- II Chron 15 7

JO—WEDNESDAY
Rev and Mrs. W. Fielder, evangelism. ixDr. 
and Mrs. J. H Humphrey, medical evangel­
ism, Chengchow. China: also Gerald Fields. 
Margaret Fund student
All the ends of the earth shall see the ul- 
vation of our God. —Is* 52:10

^Attended W.M.U. Training Sc hod 
•Attended Southwestern Training School 
tAt tended Ned Orleans Baptist Theo! Sen 
I Former Margaret Fund Student 
xxOn Furlough

Mrs. W. H. Gray, 4l*Uwt
Peoples of Europe

“And to Cleanse Us”

15th Day—Matt. 23:25-39; I Sam. 20:11-17 
16th Day—Psa. 119:9-16; I Sam. 26:7-12 
17th Day—Jer. 33:1-11; JI Sam. 5:1-12
18th Day—II Cor. 5:17-21; II Sam. 5:18-25
19th Day—H Cor. 7:1-16; II Sam. 7:8-13
20th Day—Luke 7:18-23; Psa. 28
21st Day—Luke 17:11-19; Il Sam. 9:1-7, 13

“From All Unrighteousness”

22nd Day—Rom. 3:21-31; / Kings 4:29-34 
23rd Day— Psa. 92:12-15; / Kings 3:4-9 
24th Day—I Cor. 6:9-12, 19,20;

I Kings 5:2-5, 13-18 
25th Day—Deut. 25:1316; 28:1-6;

I Kings 10:14-15, 22-27 
26th Day—Lev. 19:1-4,15-18;

I Kings 11:4-10 
27th Day—11 Pet. 1:1-11; Psa. 72:1-15 
28th Day—II Pet. 1:12-21;

/ Chron. 28:9-13, 20 
29th Day—II Pet. 2:1-11, 20-22;

I Kings 11:26-31, 37-40
30 th Day—II Pet. 3:1-18; 1 Kings 12:1-11

< TOPIC: Other
"If We Confesi Our Sins”

W Day—Psa. 32:1-11; John 20:1-10 
2*8 Day-—Psa. 51:1-19; John 20:11-18 
H Pay-Luke 15:11-32;

John 20:19-21, 26-31 
48iDay-Num. 14:1-19; John 21:1-14 
Sih Day— Num. 14:20-39; John 21:15-19 
6th Day -Deut. 1 :l-8. 26-40;

I Cor. 15:12-26 
7th Day—I John 1:7-10; I Sam. 15:17-23

“He Is Faithful ... to Forgive”

8th Day— Isa. 1:1-20; / 5am. 16:4-13 
9th Day—Isa. 2:1-22; I Sam. 16:14-23 

lOthDay—Lsa. 10:1-4,20-27;
/ 5am. 17:38-49 

LlthDay—Ua. 11:1-10; 12:1-6;
/ 5am. 18:1-7 

12th Day—Matt. 1:21; I Sam. 18:12-16 
13th Day—Acts 13:38, 39; Psa. 33:12-22 
!44hDay—\ John 2:1-6; I Sam. 19:1-7

Male: The above references in italics are furnished by the “Committee on Improved 
Uniform Lessons of the International Sunday School Lessons”. Similarly the ref­
erences in heavy type are in keeping with the month’s missionary topic and with the 
denomination’s emphasis on soul-winning.

‘Pray Ye"
In thanksgiving for Christ and what His death and 

resurrection mean to Christians and may come to mean 
to all who will “repent and believe”

In behalf of lost souls everywhere
Pray that the Lord will call many southern Bap­

tist young people for definite missionary service at 
home and abroad and that these young people and 
their parents will accede.

Pray for missionaries already on home and foreign 
fields and for the safety of any en route to such work.

Intercede for freedom from racial prejudice, jeal­
ousy, pride and callousness to world-wide suffering and 
sin.

Plead for permanent world-wide peace according 
to the will of God.

Pray for faithful gleaning in behalf of the Annie 
Armstrong Offering for Home Missions.

Ask God’s guidance upon the committees and all
others planning for the annual W.M.U. meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, May 4-6, and 
for the Southern Baptist Convention commencing there on May 7.

Pray also for Baptist World Alliance Congress, Copenhagen, July 29-August 3.
Intercede also for W.M.U. Conference (including B.W.C. Conference) at Ridga- 

•eat, N. C.. August 7-13.

in thia magazine from the American Standard Edition of the Revised Bible, copyrighted by die 
‘■^rwatienal Council of Religious Education, are used by its permission.
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Circle Program
EXPLANATORY NOTE: The following 
program is submitted for use by the 
circles this month. Its suggested articles 
will be found in the following monthly 
missionary magazines: Royal Service, 50c 
a year from 1111 Comer Bldg., Birming­
ham 3, Ala.; The Window of Y.W.A., 
World Comrades, Ambassador Life, each 
$1 a year from the same Birmingham ad­
dress; The Commission, 50c a year from 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, Rich­
mond 20, Virginia; Southern Baptist 
Home Missions, 25c a year from Baptist 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta 3, Ga. 
Each one participating in the following 
program should have access at least to 
the magazine in which her article appears. 
(See also page 34 of 1947 W.M.U. Year 
Book and page 19 of this magasine.)

Topic: The Field at Our Door (Community Missions)

Devotional Theme: “And she left her waterpots . . . and said, Cornel”— 
4:2g-29

Talk (Program chairman may desire to call attention to significance of Illustration 
on this paire, noting among other things: educational buildings by Christisr 
church; Chinese temple and Japanese shrine and Jewish temple to right with 
Mohammedan mosque and Catholic cathedral and modem cults’ meetlng-plsa 
to left of my world at my door.)

|Community Missions (See piges 8-9 of this magazine.)

< Visit a Prison (See article in April issue of Southern Baptist Home

How Sweepest Thou? (See article in April issue of Southern Baptist Hen* 
Missions.)

Catineea’g House (See article in April issue of World Comrades.)

VWting the Jail (See article in April issue of Ambassador Life.)

We Can ... if We Will (See article in April issue of The Window of Y WA '

Comm unity Missions in Mid-Century (See survey in April issue of The Con 
mission.)

Are Japan’s Religions Adequate? (See article in April issue of The Con 
mission.)

Southern Baptist Women Asked to Pray for Revival (See article on pM> 
7 of this magazine.)

Business Woman 9s Circles
Mias Mary Christina
W.M.U. Representative

Aim: We suggest that the aim to be kept in mind in planning and presenting the 
program this ‘rtonth be to portray the spiritual and physical needs in Europe in such 
a graphic way that the B.W.C. members will see the continent as the mission field 
it is and do more to support definite mission and relief work there. Some may choose 
to study just the five countries in Europe where southern Baptists have work, but 
with the fine program material in this issue the broader aim seems more applicable.

Preparation: Of course the program chairman will read carefully all the program 
material in this magazine (pages 22-29), as well as that in the W.M.U. magazine* 
for the young people’s organizations, and will gather from all other sources any 
additional information possible. Flags of the countries of Europe will be appropriate 
in the place of meeting, also a large map of Europe.

Write every member a card asking her to read the program material carefully 
and to keep in mind, as she reads, questions 3-10 inclusive which are at the end of 
the program material. These will be the questions used in the general discussion on 
the program.

Mimeograph enough outlined maps of Europe so every member may have one 
for use in the meeting. This map would be lovely on the cover pages of the program.

Secure for use at the meeting a portable phonograph and records of lovely music 
by European composers such as “Pilgrim Chorus” (from Tannhauser) Wagner; 
“Prayer”—Beethoven; “Largo” (from New World Symphony) Dvorak; “Melody in 
F”—Rubinstein; and “Incline Thine Ear”—Himmel. Have on display in the place 
of meeting a copy of one or two masterpieces of European art such as “The Last 
Supper” by Leonardo da Vinci, “The Sistine Madonna” by Sanzio Raphael. In­
terpretations of these and others may be found in “Christ and the Fine Arts” by Mau* 
(pages 36-39, 288-291).

Presentation:
Instrumental Prelude: “Incline Thine Ear” (Use record on phonograph; if this is not available 

make another selection.)
Call to Worship (Standing):

Leader: Give ear, O My people, to My Law; incline your ear to the words of My mouth— 
(Psalm 78:1).

Response: I will cry unto God with my voice—and He will give ear unto me (Piaba 
77:1).

Prayer that His Word may be in our hearts; that we may be led to transcend provindafiMa 
in our thinking, praying, giving and serving

Hymn: The Light of the World Is Jesus
Introduction (by Program Chairman):

(She will tell of the population and size of Europe in Comparison to U. S., the 
condition of the people and other background material as given in the first topic, “Europeans”. 
She will also prepare the way for the Picture Talk.)

Picture Talk (by a Member):
(She shows copy of “The Last Supper” and gives interpretation briefly.)

General Discussion of Europe Today (Led by a well prepared member. All participate. 
Different members might be designated to be responsible for certain questions so there wfll 
be no lag in discussion. It would be helpful if all sat about a table or in a semicircle. Hare 
seven of the questions which are given at the end of the program material, 3-10 inclusive, 
written on the program and discuss one by one. Watch the time and do not allow ene 
topic to absorb all the hour.)

Closing Devotional Period: Acts 15:14-21
(Urge the leader to use the suggestions given by Dr. Carver on page 20, to study the 

full context and make this a time of worship and meditation on our responsibility to witneee 
in Europe.)

-18- -19-
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Dr. W. O. Carver, Keatscky

way* “a ■»« reviee <M»r plans aad asethods u they did

(CtneMoj f„ p*?, ^1)

-26-

Transcending Provincialisms
Learning the Gospel through Missions—Acts 15:6-21

THE Holy Spirit led the first church by experience to see and accept the “widens* 
in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea”. He was constantly causing th 
Gospel, as the apostles preached it and the converts witnessed to it, to read 

further than they intended or expected. Even on Pentecost they made such a be­
ginning toward world-wide reach as none of them had foreseen. When “men fro* 
every nation under Heaven” heard and were saved, some of them returned to tte4 
homes with the glad new story, the most wonderful story ever heard.

When persecution scattered thenf the witnesses went everywhere preaching the 
Word but "to none save only to Jews”. They did not yet know that "with Got 
there is no distinction". But some of the new converts came to Antioch and preached 
to heathen Greeks and, when these believed, they were received as saved nm 
Barnabas went from Jerusalem to see about the innovation. He came and “lev 
the grace »f God” working in men who had come directly into Christ oat of heath* 
iam without pausing in the Jewish religion on the way. He accepted what he m 
sad “was gkad”. He went to work with the heathen himself (Acta 11:19-24). Th* 
Barnabas became a missionary apostle and soon brought Saul from Tamm, the two 
te her—e the first regular missionaries of the early Christian moveenont (Acte 13-14).

Ahead y Peter had bee® drafted by the angel of the Lord to preach to Cornell* 
and Hi Kimin friends at Caesarea and, while he was preach tug the Holy Spirit 
“fell e* the hearers" Thus Peter learned "that God is no respecter of parwtai". It

Ever wider sad wider went the word of Christ and the week of the Hdy tprt 
mtl there was created a problem for all Jewish believers. Acta 15 tolls bow a *H 
ngoiticaat conference was held at Jerusalem to determine how Christiaan who wen 
Jews should treat Christians ef other religious backgrounds It was owe of the great 
trnag points in Christian history

First they got the facts before them (verses 1-4). Then they sought the mass 
*f the facts. “The apostles and the elders were gathered together te ermteds 
■otter” (5-4). (See Galatians 2 for an amplification of vwree 4.) After "mack 

debate” (7), four apostles spoke (7-21). Peter told how he had teorwad from Ml
swperiaaee at Caesarea that Jews have to be saved as well as gafitites and that boti 
are saved “through the grace of the Ixrd Jeans’’ (7-11), Neat ah the -rT~Hy qHstl; 
batoned while Barnabas and Paul gave the story of their first mioaioaary Juosasy so 
which God did such wonders and by signs sealed the fact of aalvatic* ef heathen ef 
nriewa racon (12). Now James summed it all up, appealed to the Word of God h 
Ames and proposed tlx new mterpretatien of the scope and way ef the Goepei as th 
■oiy Spirit ted them to crmclsde from all the facts (13-29).

It Is ta this summing by janes that we gather the vital teachings for all item

Prepared by Mies Erlene Paulk, Ala. 
WM.U. Training School, Louisville, Ky

PURPOSE: To present a wrecked and war-torn Europe, steeped in paganism and 
standing in n'rtd of Christ; to lead southern Baptist women to such sensitiveness to 
these needs that any dregs of lethargy lurking in our missionary enterprise will 
dissolve in a tide of positive praying, giving and serving which can stem only from 
lives actively centered on Christ

Program Plans

upent-aea. So aawst wo.

PREPARATION: The Program Committee members should meet and pray to­
gether before formulating their plans. Great care should be taken that the setting 
designed and aids utilized enhance the spiritual value of the program. The following 
ire suggestions made with this in mind.

Place a table in the center-front of the room. At the center of table place a 
fairly large open and raised Bible. At the raised end of Bible place a small white 
toss made from plywood or cardboard and covered with white crepe paper.

In presentation of program you will find a map helpful. On reverse side of a 
poster board a map of Europe with the countries discussed under the general topic 
for this month can be outlined. Make tiny Christian flags by using white construc­
tion paper and red and blue crayon; use corsage pins minus their heads for staffs, 

PRESENTATION: Select eight members and assign topics in advance; for 
program material, see pages 22-29. The first two topics might be given by the same 
person, while the third topic, “European Baptists”, would be given by another. For 
the topic, “In Southern Baptist Mission Lands”, use five people and to each assign 
one of the five countries. Then ask one other person te give the last two topics. U 
individual programs are provided, do not announce topics. Have the five people 
u> discuss “In Southern Baptist Mission Lands”; have them seated in a diagonal line 
an one side of the table. Have the three others sit in a similar position on opposite 
ride of table. Place map of Europe near the group of five. After first two speakers 
have finished, each of the five will discuss the country she represents, directing her 
remarks to the three people on the opposite side as though they represented the 
wirliwide W.M.U. work. The first speaker might begin by saying: “It is well enough 
ler you la Christian America to idly speculate on Europe’s sad plight, counting the 
number of reMgions and the number of pagans: but we need more than that; we need 
Jesus. Wsst you take a look through God’s eye* at say country, Spain?” As she 
teows ho* few the Baptists and other evangelicals arc in comparison to the total 
»opul*tio«, she will place one of the little Christian flags in one corner of that 
country and color the rest black, to indicate suporstitteo and other form* ef sin The 
other spoolers then present the needs of their reflective countries in a similar way 
Ihe last speaker begins by saying: “I think I see how you feel. You feel like 
Christisju te other European lands. For example .” She then ceatteuo* the 
di*ctw«i*n a* given in program material

Bible Study (Ctmc/wderf ’
> -Tsoy saw and wo must see that from of old God has claimed all the poogles. His Dalal 

• ■'raged wn than’’ We must call them to Wia> Mewlons is a Mcwaary medium for t»i«- 
itaadmj Sid Tootamont wad New I amt* mtorprated Arnos as foMtecd m the aatmons of his day

5 —They s*ve fraternal eoatederation to pecahas ronvteUoas adtete a ooaaaeaa deegar es*ae4 
■err W say aocogted J sous at Lard wad Sarita, they wme eg hreateea te Him
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BIBLE STUDY
Dr. W. O. Carver. Eeatacky

Program Plans
Transcending Provincialisms

Learning the Gospel through Missions—Acts 15:6-21

THE Holy Spirit led the first church by experience to see and accept the "widens* 
in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea”. He was constantly causing th 
Gospel, as the apostles preached it and the converts witnessed to it, to read) 

further than they intended or expected. Even on Pentecost they made such a be­
ginning; toward world wide reach as none of them had foreseen. When “men from 
every nation under Heaven” heard and were saved, some of them returned to their 
homes with the glad new story, the most wonderful story ever heard.

When persecution scattered them the witnesses went everywhere preaching th 
Word but “to none save only to Jews". They did not yet know that "with God 
there is ne distinction". But some of the new converts came to Antioch and preached 
to heathen Greeks and, when these believed, they were received as saved men 
Barnabas went from Jerusalem to see about the innovation. He came and “mt 
the grace of God" working in men who had come directly into Chriat oat of heaths*- 
hm without pausing in the Jewish religion on the wav. He accepted what he m 
sad “wm gtad”. He went to work with the heathen himself (Acts 11:19-24). Th» 
Barnabas became a missionary apostle and soon brought Saul from Tarsus, the too 
to becoaee the first regular naiaaionariea of the early Christian movement (Acta 15-14).

Ahwady Peter had been drafted by the angel of the Lord to preach to CarneB* 
and has It sun friends at (aaaarea and, while he was preaching, the Holy Spirt 
"fol a> the hearers". Thus Peter teamed “that God is no roopecter of persons'’. 11 
was se hapertaat a developmeat that its story occupies as much as two rh spears— 
Aoda 9:34-11:11

Ever wider and wider went the word of Chriat and the work of the Holy Spirt 
until there was created a problem for all Jewiah believers. Acts 15 tells bow a aaeb 
significant conference was held at Jerusalem to determine how Christiane who wwt 
Jews should treat Christians of other religious backgrounds. It was erne of the great 
toning paints in Christian history

First they got the facts before them (verses 1-4). Then they sought the me*a 
of the facts. “The apostles and the elders were gathered together to coasida 

** matter' (5-4). (See Galatians 2 for an amplification of verse 4.) After “mart 
debate” (7), four apoetles spoke (7-21). Peter told how he had learned from kb 
rwperiewce at Caeoarea that Jews have to be saved as well as gantilas and that bort 
are saved “through the grace of the lord Jesus” (7-11). Next all ths aasertHy prtstij 
Mstenod while Barnabas and Paul gave the story of their first aafasienary Josraey • 
which God did «>ch wonders and by signs sealed the fact of salvation of heathen el 
vuriens races (12). Now James summed it all up, appealed to the Word of God h 
Ames and proposed the new interpretation of the scope and way of the Geepei a* th 
IWy Spirit led them to cone lade from all the facta (15-29).

It Is ta this summing by James that we gather the vital teachings for all timst
. >—Tb«y_ acvayawt God'* al-nmeprehematve plan which provMaa that Th IJ1 the Overt 

tva-tiaia'VB iht e' ana (u weh al Jews and anv alrvisdv reached) eaev seet Ur kerb, 
even ah She gaoLOrs who (heraaM thrv > are called hy Mr name” (17. quoted from Amo M 
••bar propheta). True Chriatiulty asset bow, a* alwava. adept rhw prindrte awd Oaty

2—They tears rd God's will and way hy looking clearly at Hie work la sib^i -- We 
do the same We aunt “see the grace el Ged” domg things otitaerie ear tmdtWoaaJ end eaetearerr 
wave aad mast revise ear plane and methods as they did.

(Canrtsrteti on Psge 27)

Prepared by Miss Erlene Paulk, Ala.
WJf.U. Training School, Louisville, Ky

PURPOSE: To present a wrecked and war-torn Europe, steeped in paganism and 
standing in need of Christ; to lead southern Baptist women to such sensitiveness to 
these needs that any dregs of lethargy lurking in our missionary enterprise will 
dissolve in a tidg of positive praying, giving and serving which can stem only from 

lives actively centered on Christ

PREPARATION: The Program Committee members should meet and pray to­
gether before formulating their plans. Great care should be taken that the setting 
designed and aids utilized enhance the spiritual value of the program. The following 
ire suggestions made with this in mind.

Place a table in the center-front of the room. At the center of table place s 
fairly large open and raised Bible. At the raised end of Bible place a small white 
toss made from plywood or cardboard and covered with white crepe paper.

in presentation of program you will find a map helpful. On reverse side of » 
poster board a map of Europe with the countries discussed under the general topic 
for this month can be outlined. Make tiny Christian flags by using white construc­
tion paper and red and blue crayon; use corsage pins minus their heads for staffs 

PRESENTATION: Select eight members and assign topics in advance; for 
program material, see pages 22-29. The first two topics might be given by the same 
person while the third topic, “European Baptista”, would be given by another. For 
the topic In Southern Baptist Mission Lands ’, use five people and to each assign 
®e of the five countries. Then ask one other person to give the last two topics. If 
mdividnal programs are provided, do not announce topics. Have the five people 
io discaas “In Southern Baptist Mission Landa”; have them seated in a diagonal line 
m one aide of the table. Have the three others sit in a similar position on opposite 
ride of table. Place map of Europe near the group of five. After first two speaker! 
kave finished, each of the five will discuss the country she represents, directing her 
remarks to the three people on the opposite aide as though they represented the 
wuthvide W.M.U. work. The first speaker might begin by saying: “It is well enough 
far you ia Christian America to idly speculate on Europe's sad plight, counting the 
somber of religions and the number of pagans; but we need more than that; we need 
Jesus. Won't you take a look through God’s eyea at my country, Spain?” As she 
Bows how few the Baptists and other evangelicals are in comparison to the total 
sopulatioa. she will place one of the little ChrMfan flags in one corner of that 
cousin- and color the root black, to indicate superstitkm and other forms of sin Thr 
*her speakers then present the needs of their respective countries in a similar way 
Ihe last speaker begins by saying* “1 think I see how you feel. You feel like 
Christians hi other European lands. For example She then ccntiwuas the

her u< won as given m program material

Bible Study (Ctwc/srted .*•<« 20)
.’ Taoy saw and we must see that tram ol old God has claimed all the people*. Hi* naiat 

• Nailed swa thaan" Wr must call them to Hr- Vrewini is a necessary modiuen for nndee 
nasdiirt Sid TMtamaal and New Jams* inmrprwed Arno* as fatiUed in the mtaaism* o< his day

Blade no fader sore lo some fatuw age. That Idea is wholy adwakca.
- 1--•*— ChM«u
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PROGRAM MATERIAL
Mrs. C. D. Creaaman, Tennsasw

THEME for YEAR: The World’s People Today
TOPIC for MONTH: Other Peoples of Europe

Hymn for Year—Hark I the Voice of Jesus Calling

Watchword for Year—“Go ye . . . and make disciples of all the nations”—Matt. 2S:11 

Bible Study—Transcending Provincialisms—Acts 15:14-21 (See page 20.)

Prayer that we may be led to transcend provincialisms in our thinking, praying 
giving and serving

Hymn—The Light of the World Is Jesus

Europeans —Europeans and Their Religion

Prayer that the people of Europe may find true Christianity

European Baptists

In Southern Baptist Mission Lands

Prayer for all the Baptists of Europe

Hymn—Faith of Our Fathers —In Other European Laadi

Europeans Need Jesus

Hymn—We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations

Prayer that we may be diligent in giving the Gospel to the people of Europe

EUROPEANS
T AST month our program topic led us in a study of the Russians. This month wt 

(■“-d are thinking of “Other Europeans”. There are 550 million people in Europe, 183 
million of whom are Russians. That means that the “Other Europeans” who an 

engaging our attention this month number 367 million.

A recent book written by Rev. G. P. Raud, president of the European Christian 
Mission, Inside Facts on Europe, classifies the races of Europe in three groupa: the 
Anglo-Saxon, the Latin and the Slavic. To quote: “The Anglo-Saxon race consist! 
of the British (except the southern Irish), Germans, Dutch, Danes, Scandinavians 
The Latin race consists chiefly of the Italians, French, Spanish, Portuguese and 
Rumanians. The Slavic race consists of the Russians, Poles, Bulgarians, Czechs, the 
Slovaks and the Yugoslavs. A number of peoples in Europe, however, cannot be 
placed specifically in any one of these groups. They constitute survivals of old races 
—such as the Greeks and the Lithuanians—or they represent various mixtures and 
transplanted nationalities. Such are the Finns, Estonians, Letts, Hungarians, Belgian! 
Swiss, Albanians”.

Europe, including Russia, is only a little larger than the United States; cutting 
off Russia leaves territory smaller than the United States. That means that a pop­
ulation numbering more than twice that of our country—people of many nation!, 
under different flags, with different governments, speaking different languages and 
having different national ideals—all live crowded together in a territory smaller than 
that occupied by our own nation. Without question this is one cause of the conflict 
which has continued for centuries among the peoples of Europe.

-22-

W hde the peoples of Europe <bffer in many respects, they have some things in 
common. With the exception of the members of the Mongolian or yellow rare in 
eastern Europe, all Europeans belong to the Caucasian or white race and are therefore 
kindred peoples. And on this continent has been developed the white civilization 
perhaps the greatest civilization the world has ever known. The greatest art the 
greatest musia, the greatest architecture, the greatest literature, the greatest educa­
tional institutions, the greatest scientific developments are gifts to the world from 
Europeans.

Practically all Europeans are in a state of great distress today. Almost all the 
nations of Europe were engaged in the last great world war, therefore all are suffering 
from the direful conditions Caused by this wholesale destruction of life and property. 
Whole cities, once beautiful expressions of Europe’s magnificent civilization, lie in 
ruins. Lands, once rich and fruitful, are devastated. Families, once prosperous and 
peaceful, are broken up. People, once happy and contented, are homeless and helpless, 
suffering from hunger, cold, disease and disaster. Of the millions of people displaced 
by the war, some still wander as homeless refugees, while others return to their hornet 
to find them only heaps of ruins.

Along with the physical suffering of Europeans is a spirit of unrest, fear and 
despair. Proud peoples, once independent and self-governing, suffer the humiliation 
of defeat and the ignominy of being ruled by enemy nations now their conquerors 
Victorious peoples wonder if they can maintain the peace which they have won. There 
are all sorts of disturbances and uncertainties among the nations. They are fearful, 
wondering what will happen next. Communism is working its way into the life of 
the nations. There is pretense of freedom which does not really exist. Already the 
people shudder because of the dread of a third world war.

But, there are lights of hope amid Europe’s darkness. There are the relief 
funds which are pouring into many European countries from American agencies, 
bringing a partial relief to the suffering people. There is the United Nations Organi­
sation with its promises and plans for a permanent peace for Europe and the whole 
world And there ia talk of a united Europe which is certainly necessary if a lasting 
peace is to be attained As this is being written, there comes over the radio news of 
4 plan for a union of European nations with Winston Churchill as the leading 
advocate of the plan. It sounds good! It sounds promising! We remember that 
before the last war Dr. Everett Gill, that far-seeing Baptist missionary statesman, 
included in his book, Europe—Christ or Chaos, a chapter on “Europe's Union or 
Undoing ". We believe that Europe must be united or she will be undone.

Thea, the brightest light of hope for Europe is Christianity. It is still Christ or 
chaos for Europe. So, to the thought of giving Jesus to the Europeans we tarn our 
attention as we continue this program.

EUROPEANS and THEIR RELIGIONS

EUROPE has long been considered a Christian continent. However, a study of 
the religious conditions on the continent today reveal that European people have 
very little real Christianity.
There are three groups of Europeans who call themselves Christians: Roman 

1 atholics, Greek Catholics and protestants. Because of the Catholic policy of con- 
ridering all children born to Catholics as members of the church, practically ah 
Europeans, who are not tn strictly non-Christian groups, are counted in these three 
groups, though millions of them have no real Christian faith, no heart loyalty to 
tay church and no worship beyond empty forms and ceremonies.

Roman Catholicism is the predominating rehgiow of tea countries of western 
Europe The Roman church claims 220 milliow adherents or two-thirds of the 
Deputation of Europe outside of Soviet Russia. In his History of England, the eminent 



historian, Lord Macauley, writes as follows concerning the influence of the Catholic 
church: “During the last three centuries, to stunt the growth of the human mind 
has been her chief object. Throughout Christendom, whatever advance has been madt 
in knowledge, in freedom, in wealth and in the arts of life has been made in spite of 
her and has everywhere been in inverse proportion to her power. The loveliest and 
most fertile provinces of Europe have, under her rule, been sunk in poverty it 
political servitude and in intellectual torpor”. A later writer says: “Ignorance 
illiteracy, intolerance and stagnation flourish in countries still under Roman Cathoik 
sway”.

The Greek Catholic church claims 130 million adherents in eastern Europe 
western Asia and northeast Africa, with by far the largest group in the countries ol 
Europe. This church, while differing from the Roman Catholic in its organization and 
forms of worship, has the same influence on the lives of the people. Quoting from 
Mr. Raud: “The Greek Orthodox Church is as corrupt as the Roman Catholic system 
It practices idolatry in the worship of ikons (flat pictures of so-called saints), upholds 
man-made traditions, fosters superstitions and is in tire hands of a clergy often 
ignorant and largely corrupt. It is devoid of the evangelical message and distinctly 
rejects the doctrine of justification by faith”.

Both the Roman and Greek Orthodox churches have persecuted people of other 
religious beliefs and have done everything possible to prevent the advance of pro- 
testant and evangelical movements. 1'he centuries flow with the blood of those who 
have suffered martyrdom at the hands of these intolerant churches. Even today priests 
of these churches, wherever they can, instigate persecution against those of other 
faiths.

In the book, Inside Facts on Europe, we learn that thousands of Europeans are 
losing their faith in both Roman and Greek Catholicism. There is a great falling off 
in the attendance of the services at the cathedrals. Mr. Raud who has recently bees 
in Europe says that, even in Italy where one would expect greatest devotion to 
Catholicism, the attendance at the church services is very small. When he visited St. 
Peters, the Sunday morning mass “had drawn so few people that the church looked 
empty”.

One hundred and fifteen million Europeans are classified as protestants. The 
largest of these protestant groups are the Lutherans and the Reformed, bodies whici 
regard Luther and Calvin respectively as their founders. In countries where these two 
churches predominate, they become state churches. So there are few Europeu 
countries which do not have state churches, either the Roman or Greek Catholic a 
one of these protestant churches.

Mr. Raud says: "Much of the protestantism of the continent, sad to say, has 
grown in the four centuries since the Reformation formal and lifeless. Large number! 
of European protestants manifest complete indifference to evangelism and seldom 
attend church, they are to be regarded as only nominal protestants who thenuelva 
need the Gospel of C hrist . Another discouraging situation in the protestant life ol 
Europe is that modernistic thought and higher criticism, taught in the universities 
have led the people away from simple faith in the teachings of the Bible.

On the encouraging side, Mr. Raud says, “Exception to lifeless protestantism is 
furnished by the groups of fervent believers in Christ rooted in the different countris” 
Examples of these really devout Christians may be found in the national churches but 
for the hope of a real spiritual Christianity for Europe we must look to the “fra 
churches Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist and others, comparatively few in num­
ber but usually more evangelistic in spirit than are the state churches.

Besides these divisions of organized Christianity there are other religious group! 
in Europe. Even after the Nazi effort to exterminate the Jews, there are still million! 
of them scattered through the European countries. And in the eastern part of the 
continent are many Mohammedans. It is said that the Moslems of Russia numba 
eighteen million. In the Balkan countries are about three and one-half million and ® 

Turkey in Europe, about a million, while in almost every European country are small 
poups of Moslems. The Jews and Moslems alone would make Europe a challenging 
mission field.

It is estimated that on the continent of Europe there are four hundred million 
unevangelized people. That is twice as many as are in Africa and four times as many 
as are in Soutn America. Only China can compare with Europe in the number of 
people to be reached. Southern Baptists must not neglect so large and so important a 
missionary opportunity.

EUROPEAN BAPTISTS

THERE are Baptists in every European country. The modern Baptist movement 
in Europe is indigenous, that is it sprang up from among the peoples themselves. 
Usually it came from the study of the Bible, sometimes from Bible reading groups 

who had never heard of Baptists. From their reading of the Word of God, unin­
fluenced by teacher or missionary, they became Christians and organized churches 
according to the New Testament plan, to learn later that they were a part of a great 
denomination, composed of thousands of churches just like theirs.

The first Baptist church on the continent was organized in Hamburg, Germany, 
tn 1834. This came about because John Onchen, through the study of the Bible be­
came a Baptist and led six others to join him in being baptized and forming a church. 
With Hamburg as a center and Onchen as a leader, the Baptist movement spread into 
many European countries. By 1920, when these European Baptist groups had been 
discovered by other Baptists through contacts of the World War I, they numbered 
about a quarter of a million in a score of European countries. Contacts with these 
Baptists through the years since 1920 have proved them to be loyal, lovable, simple 
ia faith, devoted to the Word of God, evangelistic in spirit, given to hospitality and, 
m Dr. Everett Gill says, “reminding one of the Christians of apostolic days”.

Of course European Baptists have shared in all the destruction and suffering 
wrought by the late war. They are among those whose homes have been bombed, 
whose lands have been devastated, whose sons have died on the battlefield, whose 
bodies and hearts are broken. But we can believe that these people who love the 
Bible, who know how to pray and rely upon God's-grace, are able to stand up even 
under great affliction and that they are now ready to help rebuild Europe on the 
firm foundation of faith in God’s Word.

European Baptists are to be hosts to the Baptist* of the world a* the Baptist 
World Alliance meets in a European country this summer. The hoots of Baptists 
meeting in Copenhagen will have opportunity of becoming acquainted with European 
Baptists and offering them at first band encouragement and expression of brotherly 
love.

In SOUTHERN BAPTIST MISSION LANDS

FIVE European countries are included among southern Baptist mission fieids. 
Three of these—Spain, Italy and Hungary—are classed as Roman Catholic lands. 
The other two—Rumania and Jugoslavia—are considered Greek Catholic lands.

Ail of these, except Spain, were actively engaged in the late war, and in all there was 
much fighting; therefore, all were ravished and their people are today in great diitrass 
Spain—Though Spain remained a neutral nation during the war, we know that her 
sympathies were with the Axis and, because of her political situation and the unrest 
among her people, she is little better off than the nations that engaged actively in 
the war. Spain has long been one of the strongest Roman Catholic countries in 
Europe. There Roman fanaticism, despotism and bigotry have been at their wont. 
And yet Mr. Raud tells us that Romanism does not hold the hearts of the people hi 
Spain today. To quote: “Millions are disillusioned by the corruption of the clergy 
and by the cruelties practiced upon their countrymen. There has been a marked 
turning from the Roman church and today in Spain more than ten million people are 
openly irreligious, although their names still stand upon the roll of the CathoUa 
church”.
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There are about fifteen hundred Baptists in Spain today. Our southern Bapti* 
mieaionary, Mrs. N. J. Bengtson, remained on the field during the war but has recently 
broken under the strain and has been taken to her native land, Sweden. While she b 
better, the prospect is that she will net be able to return to her work. S< we an glri 
that Rev. John D. Hughey Jr. and his wife are, if their plans worked out, now «■ th 
field, for they expected to sail in February. We believe that they will find the fiek 
ripe and ready for the harvest for we are told that even during the war wMa tit 
chapels were cloned there were many conversions. Over 500 people have joined th 
14 churches since 1939. Now all the chapels are open and the people are eager t» 
hear the Gospel.
Italy—Italy, the home of the pope, is of course strongly Roman Catholic. Ninety 
eight per cent of the people are members of Roman Catholic churches but many dr 
not practice their religion. While superstition, tradition and fanaticism still grip th 
minds of those who remain loyal to Catholicism, “many of the more intelligent peopk 
have grown skeptical of the doctrine of Romanism and give only formal adherent 
to the Catholic church”.

There are about five hundred Baptists in Italy. The suffering of these as web 
as other Italians has been severe during the war but native pastors have carried a 
the work when their personal privations were almost unbearable. Dr. Sadler up 
that it will be hard to find in any land a more devoted and forward looking group 
of pastors. But some pastors have died during the war years and others have grows 
old in service, so it is very necessary that young men be trained for the work. Th 
Theological Seminary has been closed for the war period but there is hope that it wO 
be opened this fall. We are rejoicing that Dr. and Mrs. Dewey Moore are retumin| 
to Italy, but two new missionary couples are needed for the Seminary. The George 1 
Taylor Orphanage is open and is doing good work. Many are the expressions ol 
gratitude for food and clothing sent by southern Baptists to Italian Baptists. Dr 
Sadler writes: “These gifts have been a veritable Godsend to our hungry and shabbily 
dressed Italian friends. We must keep the streams of food and clothing flowing unti 
these European neighbors can get on their feet economically”.
Hungary—Hungary is about three-fourths Roman Catholic. There are also »troo| 
protestant groups of the Lutheran and Reformed denominations in Hungary. Baptist) 
before the war numbered about 13,000. Baptist work suffered greatly from the wu 
In the bombing of Budapest our lovely Seminary and Training School building wu 

^destroyed. Several Baptist leaders were killed by bombs, among them Mrs. Gladyi 
Udvarnoki, the wife of the president of the Seminary. Churches were destroyed and 
congregations were scattered but, quoting from a letter from the president of tbr 
Hungarian Baptist Union, “our brethren stood in their place in the storm; o® 
Biblical denomination came out of this great trial as a clean and free corporation' 
Again he writes: “We live here after a destroying war, among ruins. The financial 
social and spiritual crisis is so great. Therefore, we must inform you with Iwve that 
our will and resolution is to carry together every responsibility m every matte 
of the Baptist Mission in Hungary”. As yet no missionaries may return t® Hungary 
but our Foreign Mission Board is sending gifts to help relieve the suffering of thr 
people and rebuild the Baptist work in that devastated land. In gratitude for thi' 
help they write: "We assure you that this sum of money helped the cause of th' 
Lord considerably The work of the Seminary can be continued, poverty-stricke 
pastors and members may be given help which will enable them to do their wort 
unhindered by suffering from need”.
Jugoslavia—Jugoslavia is somewhat divided in its religious affiliation, with ovw 
7,500,000 Greek Catholics, almost 6,000,000 Roman Catholics and over 1,500,000 
Mohammedans. There is only a small group of Baptists—less than 2,000. Jugodad* 
has suffered greatly during the war and Baptists have had their share. Sister Lydia 
Kalmikov, the founder and president of the Woman’s Missionary Union of Jul* 
alavia, was killed in a Belgrade bombing raid. A Baptist pastor writes of selltaf 
shirts, underwear and everything possible in order to buy food for his family T'|U 

—26— 

anie pastor remained in Belgrade when his family was compelled to flee because he 
ns unwilling to leave the Baptist property and work. When Dr. Sadler visited 
Europe in 1945, he was permitted to enter Jugoslavia. He found the Baptists, 
though destitute of this world’s goods, still hopeful in spirit and going on with the 
work in spite of difficulties. He writes: “The ten active pastors have carried on their 
work nobly during their years of separation from their friends in America. There 
have been about two hundred additions by baptism per year to our Baptist member- 
ihip. In some portions of the country revival fires are burning brightly”.

Rumania—Rumania is a Greek Orthodox country, with two-thirds of its people 
idherent to that faith. At the beginning of the last war the Baptists of Rumania 
numbered about sixty thousand which was by far the largest group of Baptists on 
wy of our European fields. These Baptists suffered more persecution than any 
Baptist group of modern times but recently they have been recognized as one of the 
religious historic cults and are enjoying for the first time religious liberty.

We wrote to Mrs. Earl Hester Trutza for news of Rumania. She replied: “Our 
letters from Rumania are coming much more quickly and regularly now. The news 
is both good and bad. The Russian troops are still there; the communists are in 
power, inflation is terrific. Last summer there was a drought which brought on a 
(amine the like of which Rumania has not experienced in eighty years. The people 
ire starving”.

Mra. Trutza continues: “As for Baptist work, there is splendid news. The yean 
of closed churches and prison bars were over in 1944. Since then national and 
regional conventions have been held and the work reorganized. There is fearful 
scarcity of pastors and leaders, but there is a revival going on throughout the villages. 
Baptisms are constantly reported. The Baptist paper has been started again and 
appears regularly now. The seminary has been reopened in Buteni, a large village 
which is predominantly Baptist. Fifty-six young men are enrolled, the largest 
□umber in the seminary’s history. These boys live in Baptist homes and receive free 
feod from the Baptists of that village.

“In the city of Arad in Transylvania there are enrolled this year in the middle 
md secondary schools 100 boys and girls from neighboring towns and villages. Our 
Foreign Mission Board has just granted $8,000.00 for the purchase of a building in 
Arad for a hostel to serve the Baptist students. The building will also provide an office 
for the Arad community of churches and a chapel in which a new mission will be 
itarted. There are two University Centers in Rumania in which we need such student 
hostels. Requests have come for help to purchase a building for an orphanage and 
i modem printing press”.

In OTHER EUROPEAN LANDS

THERE are many other lands in Europe as needy, as opportune and as important 
as are these lands where southern Baptists have mission work. There is France— 
disgraced France—trying to regain the prestige she lost by surrendering to 

Germany. France has been considered a Christian land with large protestant groups 
besides the millions of adherents to her dominant church, the Roman Catholic. One 
writing of the religious life of France says: “France is not Christian and has never 
been. Hardly any French homes today possess God’s Word; most of the people have 
□ever seen a Bible and do not even know what the word ‘Bible’ means. Today less 
than one-quarter are practicing Roman Catholics, while more than three-quarters 
profess no religion whatsoever . . . The Roman Catholic and protestant churches are 
both guilty of having tried to win over the people by a superficial kind of religion, 
replacing their paganism and irreligion with a religion of dead works”.

There is Germany—a proud nation brought low, a mighty people stripped of 
their power. Once Germany was as much Christian as any country in Europe. The
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people loved the Bible, the family altar was almost a national institution. The 
formalism and higher criticism crept in, diminishing the faith of the German peopk 
in God’s Word. “By tearing the Bible to pieces the theologians began to destroy fan 
In the hearts of the people and to teach them to believe in deceptive human theories 
. . . False prophets deceived the people, who no longer believed the Bible, with their 
declaration that the German race by reason of its innate superiority was d—tined tr 
rule the world”. Two world wars were results.

It is well known however that all over Germany were groups of Christians wht 
stood against nazism. “Their efforts upon their knees made the allied victory certain 
God’s children in Germany were the most deadly enemy of nazism”. These who havi 
remained true to the faith of their fathers with others who may be won te that fait! 
are the hope for the redemption for Germany.

Of course, we cannot discuss the spiritual conditions of all the countries 01 
Europe. Suffice it to say that conditions everywhere are just about alike. The peoplt 
everywhere have forms of Christianity but on the average are not really Christian 
People everywhere are turning away from the national churches. The people every 
where are needing and desiring a better way.

There are some conditions in Europe which are encouraging. One thing is that 
there is perhaps more religious freedom there today than ever before. In every country 
ideals of liberty are prevailing and the preaching of the Gospel is permitted. How 
ever, there are still restrictions in some places.

A most encouraging fact is that the people are eager for the Word of God. Wt 
are told that in France there is a wave of religious enthusiasm and that never befon 
has there been such a demand for the Scriptures and such a thirst for the truth. 01 
Portugal we read: “Colporteurs, who have traveled through Portugal carrying theii 
Scriptures on the backs of donkeys, have told of the readiness of the people to pur 
chase from them copies of Bibles, New Testaments or Gospels. Although poverty 
abounds, the peasants will sacrifice some necessity in order to possess a copy of God'r 
Word”. Again we read in Inside Facts on Europe-. “A new trend of daily Bible 
reading has appeared in Germany as well as in other countries of Europe ... In their 
hunger for the Word of God people are gathering together to read the Bible in order 
that they may draw from its inexhaustible supply their food for faith and daily lit 
ing”. All through Europe the demand for the Scriptures is greater than ever before 
Germany alone requires millions of Bibles. Surely this gives us reason to hope for 
a better day for the people of Europe.

EUROPEANS NEED JESUS
D1 UROPEANS need Jesus. Because of their suffering, because of their sins they 
LJ need Jesus. Only Jesus can satisfy the longings of their hearts.. Only Jesut 

can cure their many ills. Only Jesus can give lasting peace to European peoples 
Europeans need Jesus. We have Jesus; therefore, ours is the obligation to give 
His Gospel to the needy people of Europe. For their own sakes we must give Jesus t« 
the people of Europe. lor the sake of the whole world we must give Jesus to th 
Europeans, for Europeans won to Christ will become evangels of His Gospel to thr 
people who need Jesus throughout the world. To quote* H L Phelps (in Europe'' 
Millions'):

Europe—spread from sea to sea— 
Holds out her bands to you and me.

Four hundred million people there, 
Who grope in darkness and despair.

Of Jesus’ love and saving grace 
They still have hardly had a taste.

•This poem and all quotations from Inside Facts on Europe are used by perminion af * publishers. , z
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The Bible is so little known
That scarcely any have their own

True Gospel messengers are few
To preach to gentile and to Jew.

The Lord, we know, wants them to hear
* Salvation’s message loud and clear.

To us, therefore, comes Europe’s call, 
Demands our prayer, our life, our all.

» ♦ » »

QUESTIONS for REVIEW and DISCUSSION
1. Give the racial divisions of the Europeans.
2. Tell something of the condition of the European peoples today.
3. What are the three groups of so-called Christians in Europe today?
4. Tel) something of the evils of the Roman and Greek Catholic church—
J. Discuss the condition of protestant churches in Europe today.
6. Tell something of European Baptists.
7. In what European lands have southern Baptists had work?
I. Tell oi the condition of the Baptist work in each of these lands today.
9. Describe the spiritual condition of France today.

10. Discuss some of the causes of Germany’s fall into nazism.
11. Tell of hopeful conditions of religion in Germany today.
12. Discuss the hunger for the Word of God among the peoples of Europe today.

» » ♦ »

REFERENCE MATERIAL
following hai of reference material is the chief source used in the preparation of foregoing 

program, and credit is hereby given for facts and suggestions derived therefrom as well as for 
matter quoted m whole or in part. Further interesting help may be found in this listed material

The Window of Y.W.A. —World Comrades
Ambassador Life •—State Denominational Papers
Southern Baptist Home Missions —The Commission

Last Report of the Foreign Mission Board
Now Is the Day............................................... ...........Foreign Mission Board Secretaries
Inside Facts on Europe.........................................-............................................. G. P. Raud
Europe and the Gospel.................. .'.................................................................. Everett Gill
Europe—Christ or Chaos............................................................................ -.....Everett GUI

* * * *

Quarterly Supplemental Helps for W.M.S. Programs
The Packet for Second Quarter—April, May, June—is now ready, price 25c. It 

provides five leaflets and one dramatization.
Please order jor one quarter at a time-, there is no yearly plan for this ma­

terial, Order from
W. M. U. LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 

1111 Comer Bldg., Birmingham 3, Ala. 
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Our Young People
. Miss Juliette Mather, W.M.U. Young People’s Secretary

Looking Forward to June

WE OFTEN speak of June brides but this anniversary year of 1947 we shall bt 
thinking and talking of June YWA activities. Of course there is YWA Canm 
June 19-25—arrive at Ridgecrest in the afternoon June 19, leave after tit 

traditional closing with candle-light service on Wednesday night, June 25. Whit 
noble days will be comprised in those six! They will make immeasurable difference 
in the lives of more than 1200 young women in attendance “in the land of the sky” 
and, through their influence, will change other lives far and near. Your WMS wiD 
want to promote attendance of young women from your Young Woman’s Auxiliary 
or from the unorganized young women in your church who need a Young Womans 
Auxiliary. Last summer one associational WMU said, “We will send a girl who wffi 
come back and start some YWA’s in our association”. They selected a steadfut 
Christian young. woman of leadership ability. She went to YWA Camp at Ridgecrest 
She returned home. She gathered together eligible young women of her church. She 
told them what she had learned of the necessity for world understanding in the mini 
and hearts of young women. They agreed to organize. Well-started themselves, soot 
they reached out to other churches and started more YWA’s. That was a paying in- 
vestment: its dividends will never end. Couldn’t you arrange for similar spiritual 
profit?

YWA Camp, June 19-25, 1947, will center in missions with Dr. Clarence Jordu 
of Georgia as Bible Hour speaker, with Mr. Charles Wells of New York, Dr. Duh 
McCall of Nashville, Dr. Louie D. Newton of Atlanta, Mrs. George R. Martin, ow 
WMU president, Mrs. J. M. Dawson of District of Columbia, missionaries, nationi) 
visitors, state young people’s leaders and other favorite inspirers of young women 
present. State young people’s leaders will make reservations and plan for happy 
travel together; so write your state leader forthwith for particulars, asking her to 
save space for the several young women from your church.

Then a second remarkable feature about June 1947—The Baptist Hour « 
Sunday morning, June 22, will originate from YWA Camp at Ridgecrest and be to 
honor of our Fortieth Anniversary. Isn’t that splendid? We are all grateful to Dr 
Lowe and the Radio Commission for this delightful promise. Across the land YWA1) 
will gather for early morning meetings and for breakfasts together ready to enter into 
the thrill of all but actually being at YWA Camp. The morning topic is “The 
Christian Imperative”. There will be music from YWA’s, choral reading, testi­
monies from national visitors, climaxing in a message from our WMU president, Mrs 
Martin. Put a red or gold circle around that date on your calendar and make choice 
plans for YWA s at the radio for The Baptist Hour on the morning of June 22 
This will be a program quite different from any that YWA’s have ever shared ® 
before.

On our twehty-fifth anniversary we had a broadcast from Shreveport, La., reach 
ing YWA s from Florida to New Mexico as they gathered at banquet tables and 
evening meetings. That was an unforgettable experience. This summer again wt 
have a distinctive broadcast which will be meaningful to young women today. Radio 
development and expansion of our Southern Baptist Convention territory mean that 
more young women will be singing and praying and thinking together and the result) 
in fervent missionary zeal should be correspondingly larger. But your YWA want) 
to be on the right wave length listening. Begin to plan at once—YWA’s at YWA 
Camp, YWA’s listening to the program from camp, YWA’s united in prayer and 
thought and in hymn and praise. Don’t let any YWA fail to look forward to Ju* 
19-25—including June 22 for sure—from now on until those days come with their 
high blessings.
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Current Missionary Events
Discussed by Mrs. W. C. James, Virginia

Though England'spower may have been somewhat weakened in the last World War 
the is still a mighty influence in the world today; and the following facts as com­
mented on by (Srabriel Courier in the Christian Herald seem to this editor an indica­
tion that “man’s inhumanity to man” is on the wane and that through great travail the 
sorld is groping its way to that which will finally align it with the will of God as He 
sorts His purpose out. Says Mr. Courier: “We have always thought there was some­
thing hate-inspiring in the second stanza of England’s national anthem. That verse 
-an: '(

.1

‘0 Lord, our God, arise!
Scatter our enemies 
A»d make them fall. 
Confound their politics, 
Frustrate their knavish tricks’.

We are cheered by dispatches from London which tell us that ‘God Save the King7 
now has a revised second verse which was sung recently at a service in St. Pawl’s, at­
tended by the king and queen and ministers of state, and is as follows:

‘Nor on this land alono-r- 
But be God’s merdes known 
From shore to shore.
Lord, make the nations see 
That men should brothers be 
And form one family 
The wide world o’er*.

Following the hymn, prayers were said for God’s blessing and guidance o® the A»- 
wmbly ef the United Nations in New York”.

Much was said in the papers about the visit of Mr. Vyshinsky of Russia attending 
mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. We wonder how many of our readers read of the 
rorship service in New York’s Riverside Church with representatives of more than 
thirty of the fifty-four nations attending the meeting-of the United Nations Assembly. 
There they heard John Foster Dulles, famed protestant layman, say that the force 
of moral law could and must bend the United Nations into one.

Dr. Poling of the Christian Herald tells us that one of the latest statements on the 
matter of freedom of worship in Russia is from Pastor J. Jousselin, who led a French 
protestant youth delegation which recently returned from Russia. He reports: “Free­
dom of religion in Russia affirms liberty of conscience and worship but authorizes only 
inti-religious propaganda. Religious propaganda (what we recognize as religious edu­
cation, evangelistic or missionary work) is prohibited. Baptists have been forced to 
recruit laymen who are not theologically trained”.

* ♦ ♦
We are informed that the Lutherans in Latvia are free to worship as they please al 
though the government is under Soviet domination. There are no limitations on serv­
ices in churches or cemeteries, but religion can be taught only in the home.

♦ * *
The new president of the Republic of Hungary, the Honorable Zoltan Tildy, is also an 
ordained proteitant minister. For twelve years prior to his election he was pastor of 
the Hungarian Reform Church at Szeghalon. The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
is planning to send relief to Hungary through his office.—World Outlook

According to an article in World Outlook the European Missionary Societies, with the 
exception of Germany and Holland, are beginning to resume responsibility for their 
own overseas work. During the war the societies’ foreign obligations were supported 
largely through contributions from protestant churches in North America.
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