


WHILE THEY STILL HAVE Ll|
These employees of our Southern Bat

. WE CAN SEND HOPE
lief Center will gladly send all the boxes you make possible

Checking names . . . addressing labels . . . tying tags on our 

HOPE (Help Other People Eat) boxes. Did you know that hundreds of 
^these food boxes are being shipped to the needy overseas through our 
Southern Baptist Relief Center in New Orleans?

Each HOPE box contains eleven pounds of food. A box can be sent 
anywhere for $5.00, including purchase of the food and overseas freight. 
In addition to the food, a copy of one of the gospels written in the language 
of the qountry->.to which the box is being shipped is placed in each box. 
Persons who have friends overseas to whom they wish to send boxes may do 
so by sending $5.00 to the HOPE food box department, Southern Baptist 
Relief Center, 601

eft io RH.irr: Bobbie Vaughn, a member 
/ the B.W.C. of Napoleon Ave. Baptist 
'hurch, New Orleans; Mrs. Wilma Keown, 
rife of the pastor of the Baptist church at 
Vagar, Alabama; and Chris teen Gardner, 
ice-president of her at the Coliseum
lace Baptist Church, New Orleans

Baptists at Points Paul Touched 
by Mrs. Dewey Moore

At Garbatella, a section of Rome, a 
new church group is meeting in a 

hired hall. Here two hundred and fifty 
bags of rice, raisins, sugar, spaghetti, etc., 
were distributed on “Epiphany” (Jan. 6) 
together with as many parcels of clothing. 
Coupons were given out to the neediest 
families of the section before the date set 
so that there would be fair and proper 
distribution. The week before, the children 
of the Sunday school which now numbers 
50 or more, received candy and gifts—most 
of these things coming from you folks in 
the U.S.A. Many of these children had 
never had a Christmas present before!

At Ariccia (A-rce-cha), just outside 
Rome, near Castel Gondolfo, another 

Baptist group has grown up. A young mar­
ried couple with two children moved there 
from Rome and immediately opened their 
home for Bible reading and prayer. There 
was an ever increasing number of inquir-

South Olympia Street, New Orleans 19, Louisiana, 
along with the name and correct mailing address. 
If you do not know of a person to whom you want 
to send a box, send your five dollars to the Center 
with the request that they send a box to one of the 
regular consignees of the Foreign Mission Board 
for him to give to one of the needy persons with 
whom he comes in contact

crs and soon one of our Rome pastors 
started1 regular trips for a service on Friday 
afternoons. The result was that early in 
November, after about six months of meet­
ings, seventeen of this group were baptized 
by Mr. Moore in our Via Teatro Valle 
Church in Rome. The previous week all 
had been excommunicated from the village 
church and in addition “any who attended 
the baptismal service” were also excom­
municated! In spite of that, there were 
more than a hundred who made the trip 
to Rome for the baptisms. We were able 
to play Santa Claus to the children of this 
group too because you had been generous I

Construction and improving projects 
are under way in many localities. A beauti­
ful church building and adjoining loca­
tions for Sunday school and auxiliary 
work will soon be ready for occupancy at 
Milan. This need is an old one which some 
of you have felt as you visited this city and 
saw the gorgeous cathedral and at the same
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time wished for an appropriate building 
for evangelical testimony.

We WER^at the dedication of the new 
church at Siracusa, in Sicily, in No­

vember. We saw this new building filled 
to capacity and twice as many people stand­
ing on the outside. The whole city was 
conscious of the new evangelistic move­
ment that day and I truly wished for my 
American Baptist friends!

Southern Baptists now have chapels lo­
cated at all four points Paul touched 

in Italy: Putcoli, Siracusa, Naples and 
Rome, and they are the only “protestant” 
group to have this distinction.

Woman's Missionary Union of Italy un­
ited with their sisters of the Southern 
Convention in the annual Christmas pc-

A Little Church
by Ottis E.

Up in the mountains of northwest Ar­
kansas is a beautiful section of “rocks 

and rills, . . . woods and templed hills.” 
The principal town in that county is Jas­
per. It is just beyond a strange rock forma­
tion of columns which evidently made some 
first settler think of “jasper walls.”

Difficulties of transportation have kept 
the population small and scattered but a 
few years ago a small number of Baptists, 
with their missionary, decided to build a 
church on faith. They had no money. Their 
leader, Mr. Earnest Cheatham, was a blind 
man, now teacher in the Deer school sys­
tem. He was a Moses that lead his people 
to go forth for God!

Among this little group was a couple and 
their small son who had come up from 
South Main Baptist Church in Houston, 
Texas, Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Abell and Dick. 
They had prayer with Mr. Cheatham and 
felt something must be done. Other pray­
ers went up to the Father. Letters were 
written to friends, and money began to 
come in.

Several hundred dollars were given by 
the South Main church and by the Ar­
kansas Baptist State Mission Board. Mem­
bers of a W.M.S. in a Memphis, Tennes-
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riod of prayer and offering. This year for 
the first time we are joined in this effort 
by the young people’s groups who in vari­
ous churches also had parts on the pro­
gram. The offering for 1948 more than 
doubled that of 1947 to make a total of 
$1,675 approximately. This difference is 
due to the fact that more are being in- 
spired to give sacrificially and are realizing 
that there is joy in it. When we set our 
goal for one million lire there were many 
who said “it can’t be done”! but we did it!

Our Unions are growing in individual 
members as well as in the number of 
groups. The five regional conventions were 
of great help and inspiration. The greatest 
need in this phase of our work is printed 
helps and trained workers. We are looking 
forward to the new Training School which 
will surely open next fall.

with Big Faith
Denney

sec church of which Mr. Cheatham had 
been a member also sent money to help in 
the building of the church. They began 
the building.

Mr. Cheatham was on duty every day 
during the construction of the little con­
crete church. When money failed to come 
he would slip inside, while the men worked 
outside, kneel down in a secluded corner 
of the building and ask God for more 
money. And the money came! All but 
about $25.00 was received in answer to re­
quests by letters to friends and to die heav­
enly Friend. Their missionary was forced 
to retire because of illness but for two or 
three years, this little band of a dozen or 
more Christians labored on, without a pas­
tor or a missionary.

Upon accepting this field, as pioneer 
missionary for the State and Home Mission 
Boards, we supplied for Deer Baptist 
Church once a month until a pastor was 
called. This church now has a full time 
pastor. He is the former missionary whose 
health has been restored. The church has 
built a home for their pastor, so arranged 
that half of it can be used for an education­
al building. They are paying their pastor 

(Please turn to page 9)
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OFF TO HER JAP.
Spring is the time for Woman’s Missionary

MU. MEETING
ng5 around the world

by Floryne Miller

The usual early morning noises in the 
street not more than a few feet from 

their room awakened Imada San. She heard 
the heavy sound of wooden buckets, the 
katchakatcha of the geta, the shrill whistle 
of the electric car carrying the earliest 
workers. At first she merely turned over 
on her back to take a few more minutes 
sleep—she was so tired. Then she quickly 
raised- up, pulled die mosquito net out 
from under the futon and quietly slipped 
out, being careful not to disturb her hus­
band and three children who were sleep­
ing in the same room with her. She had 
remembered how much she had to do that 
day, and knew there was no time for even 
a minute’s extra rest.

Putting on her work kimono as she went 
to the back door, she slid her feet into the 
geta just outside and started to work at her 
little charcoal fire in the shichiren. As 
her hands fanned at the little blaze, her 
mind was busily running through her day. 
As soon as the water was hot and she had 
fed her family, packed their lunches and 
gotten them off to work and to school, she 
would make final plans.

A most unusual thing was happening! 
(She, the mother and housekeeper was tak­
ing a trip! Such a thing was not done light-

Afn. Hara (in dark kimono) with Kiyoko San 
(young people's leader) in front of Mrs. Kikasa 
(corresponding sec.) and Elizabeth Watkins. Others 

are Miss Kobayashi and Miss Sugano (recording 
secretary and treasurer)

ly. It would take the cooperation of not 
only her whole family, but of many of tlie 
neighbors as well. Carefully they must plan. 
But it was worth it!

For the first time in eight years the Japan 
Baptist women were having a meeting all 
together. Imada San had been a believer 
only two years, but since then her husband 
and two older children had followed her 
into the little church in the next block. 
They had all talked it over and agreed that 
no sacrifice was too great to make for her 
to go to the meeting, where she would see 
other women from many cities, and where 
she would learn how she could more effec­
tively share this precious, priceless treasure 
of faith that was theirs. This new belief 
had brought to them a new way of life 
and was something still so rare it was al­
most too good to l»e true.

At Fukuoka she would learn many things 
and would come to feel she was working 
with many other women for one great pur­
pose that would bring life and happiness 
like hers to many others. Women who had 
been in years before the war had made her 
and her family feel she could not miss it. 
Yes, they had all agreed she must go at any 
price. And a big price it was! Not only in 
money, but in many other ways.

Getting the money had required thought 
and sacrifice. She had done without things 
here and there. She had seen in the market 
beautiful, fat pieces of chicken and had 
wanted so much to share them with her 
household, but she had taken instead a bit 
of fish and some bean curd, and the dif­
ference had added another 100 yen to her 
carefully hoarded ticket money. Kenji San, 
her husband, had done without the new 
geta he really should have had. Each one 
had made some sacrifice and she felt that 
really a little bit of each would be at the 
meeting as she represented them and her 
church.

Today Takahashi San, the college stu­
dent next door, would take the money and 
go down to the station and stand in line

LEARN THESE JAPANESE
WORDS AS YOU READ THIS

Geta—Wooden, clog-like shoes
Futon—Heavy quilt for sleeping, 

spread on the floor
Shichiren—Small round stove in 

which charcoal is burned
Rusuban—Temporary caretaker 

or watcher
Bento—Lunch
Haikyu—Ration
Furoshiki—Square of cloth for 

carrying articles
O-furo—Bath

hours perhaps in order to get her ticket. 
How lucky his school was in holiday, and 
how good people were! At noon her sister 
would come from across town to stay the 
three days she was to be away. It was un­
thinkable to leave her husband and chil­
dren alone. Someone must be there to clean 
and wash the rice each evenings and prepare 
the vegetables. And of course, someone must 
be at the house all the time. To leave the 
house without a rusul>- 
an was impossible. Once 
only they had done it, 
and all the next winter 
had missed the warm, 
heavy clothes the thief 
had taken. Each morn­
ing the sister would see 
that the little metal ben­
to boxes were packed 
with rice and pickle, 
with sometimes a bit of 
fish and seaweed. 
Though Imada had not 
spoken of it to anyone, 
she hoped that perhaps 
the daily associations 
there might cause her
sister to forsake the foolish and useless wor­
ship toward ancestors long since dead and 
gods of stone and wood in whom there 
never was life.

The neighborhood women had been so 
kind though they had never quite under­
stood what it was all about. They had 
promised to take turns at the long haikyu 
lines for the potatoes, vegetables, rice, char­
coal, etc. These rations were a matter of 
life and death to them and one dared not 
miss. They must take even things they 
could not use in order to be sure of their 
share of the absolute necessities. And get­
ting their share often meant standing for 
hours in the long line of waiting, almost 
desperate women. The waiting took hours 
from her busy day; it meant getting a 
neighbor to stay at her house until she re­
turned, and it taxed her strength to carry 
home the heavy burden in her furoshiki.
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The next morning but one she would 
start to Fukuokal She was so glad the meet­
ing was to be there because she would get 
to see the large boys’ school, Seinan Gakuin. 
That Baptist school was well known in all 
Kyushu. Her oldest son had asked her to 
see what would be required to enter the 
seminary which was a part of the school. 
Could it be he was planning to become a 
pastor himself? That would be almost too 

good to be true.
She hoped that on her 

return trip she might 
stop off at Kokura, not 
far from Fukuoka to see 
the girls’ school there, 
Seinan Jo Gakuin. Now 
that they had a college 
department, what better 
place than a Baptist col­
lege to send their Kiku- 
ko Chan when she was 
old enough? But her 
heart wouldn’t let her 
mind think of sending 
little Kikuko Chan away 
from home yet.

Quickly she picked up
the shichiren, in which there was now a 
hot blaze, and took it into the dark kitchen 
where she put it on the table. She didn’t 
think about the kitchen being dark. If she 
had thought about it at all, she would 
have said "Thank you. Father, that I have 
a kitchen.” She knew too, too many women 
since the war’s end who had no home of 
their own at all.

It was hardly six as she started the rice 
to cooking. Just right she thought. But the 
day she went away she would have to be 
up much earlier. Her train left at seven, 
and she must be at the station long before 
six in order to be sure of a seat and even 
then she must take her little folding seat 
just in case. And that reminded her to 
take the water canteen down from the chest. 
She mustn’t forget that or she wouldn’t 
have any water on the long twenty four 

(Please turn to page 9)
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OKLAHOMA CITY—1949!
by Mrs. Qeorge R. Martin
President of Woman's Missionary Union

Thf. 1949 annual meeting of Woman’s 
Missionary Union will be held in 

Oklahoma City May 15-17. This will be 
the fourth time the hospitality of this 
magic city has been extended to Southern 
Baptists. Let us respond to this invitation 
by attending in large numbers! In 1912 
when the Union met in Oklahoma City 
for the first time only two states had full 
delegations—Missouri and Texas. In 1939 
four states shared that honor—Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas. Arkan­
sas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas had 
full delegations in 1944. Would it be too 
much to hope that in 1949 we could have 

Delegates at the Memphis 
meeting last year saw 
W.M.U. history in the 
making. Will you share in 
the inspiration of the 1949 
sessions?

six states with full delega­
tions?

In thinking of this an­
nual meeting the words of 
Jesus to the multitudes, 
“What went ye out to 
see?", have been ringing in 
my heart.

“What are we going out 
to Oklahoma City to see?" 
1 know already your hearts 
are echoing the response 
that we are going to see 
our friends. How wonder­
ful to meet and greet the 
friends of other years! 
Those who have been 
privileged to frequent these 
meetings know with what 
rare anticipation we look 
forward 
when 
ship 
And

to this occasion 
we meet and fellow­
friend with friend, 
then there is the 

priceless joy of 
ever meeting and 
making new 
friends.

“What are we 
going out to Okla­
homa City to see?" 
Our missionaries. 
Yes. These soldiers 

of the Cross who have occupied front line 
places, but who arc now on furlough in 
the homeland. We will see in their pres­
ence that God still has a group of disciples 
in this materialistic, unbelieving age who 
possess the passion of Christ for a lost 
world. What an inspiration it will be to us 
to be with them and catch something of 
their consecration and devotion. As we lis­
ten to their messages surely we will return 
to our places with a determination to be 
more unselfish in our service.

"What arc we going out to Oklahoma 
City to sec?” The needs of the world! 
I hrough messengers from the homeland
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The inviting skyline of Oklahoma City where our W.M.U. Annual Meeting will be held 

and from earth’s remotest bounds we will 
see and sense something of the hunger and 
suffering, anguish and desperation, of the 
peoples around the world. Words spoken 
by Miss Heck in the 1912 meeting in Okla­
homa City arc pertinent today: “The earth 
shakes with the tread of nations pressing 
forward. Whither? He who would help 
shape them must be fearless, self-sacrificing, 
heroic. Without our will we arc set for 
such a time as this.” Yes, we will see the 
needs of the world, but more than that, we 
will see our own relationships to these

On the occasion of the Transfiguration, 
you will recall, Jesus had taken three of his 
disciples up into a mountain. When the 
disciples heard the voice of God, they were 
frightened and fell on their faces. Jesus 
came to them, touched them and said, 
“Rise, have no fear.” And when they lifted 
their eyes they saw no one save Jesus only. 
Let us pray that in the Oklahoma City 
meeting we might ascend a high mountain, 
alone with Jesus, and behold' his trans­
formed body, and hear God’s voice as it 
says to us, “This is my son, hear him!” And 
may we lift our eyes and see Jesus only!

Proposed Revisions in the Bylaws of Woman’s Missionary Union
1 he following article is to be voted on 

at Woman’s Missionary Union annual 
meeting in Oklahoma City, May 16, 17, 
1919. Every delegate will please study this 
carefully, preparatory to voting.

BY LAWS

Article 7: Editorial Secretary shall be 
charged with responsibility for the publica­
tions of Woman’s Missionary Union. She, 
in conference with the executive secretary 
and the young people’s secretary, shall sc-

cure and edit material for the W.M.U. 
magazines. She shall be responsible for 
editing all literature authorized by the Edi­
torial Committee. In conference with the 
chairman of the Editorial Committee she 
shall plan for meetings of the committee. 
She shall render a written report to each 
meeting of the Executive Committee and 
to the annual meeting of the Woman s 
Missionary Union.

Then Article 7 will be renumbered as 
8, Article 8 as 9, etc.

I T IS the sincere and deep conviction of my soul when 
I declare that if the Christian faith does not culminate and 
complete itself in the effort to make Christ known to all the 
world, that faith appears to me to be a thoroughly unreal and 
insignificant thing, destitute of power for the single life and 
incapable of being convincingly true.—Phillips Brooks
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Convinced by Curios
Based on a -story told by Mary Ellen Caver

KTVTill you visit our society and tell usW some of yotir personal experiences 
in Nigeria," read the missionary. This- par­
ticular letter came from Mrs. Smith, a doc­
tor’s wife, the president of a small but 
alert Woman’s Missionary Society. "To be 
on time for our afternoon meeting you 
must arrive before noon. Please plan to eat 
lunch in our home.”

The day came for the missionary to ar­
rive at the Smith home. The doctor’s father 
and mother lived there also. She soon 
sensed that the elderly couple were not at 
all interested in her talk 
about mission work. She 
tried to speak of homey 
things, but at lunch the 
conversation became even 
more strained. She was a 
bit embarrassed and dared 
not catch the eye of the 
younger woman who had 
invited her. She was re­
minded of the old saying, 
“The longer you chew, the 
bigger the bite gets.’’ Somehow she did not 
feel like eating. As she sat there at the table 
she purposed in her heart to do her very 
best at the meeting that afternoon.

The mother-in-law did not go with 
them to the meeting. This made the 
missionary all the more reluctant to return 
to the Smith home to wait for the late eve­
ning bus. How would she get through that 
evening meal! She must find some way to 
win their hearts to her work!

Her hostess suggested that they go into 
the kitchen to talk while she made biscuits. 
Maybe the missionary could find some hint 
as to the reason for such disinterest.

While they were chatting the mother-in- 
law came in—surprised to find the visitor 
in the kitchen. Mrs. Smith said, “Mother, 
I wish you could have seen the strange 
things (referring to the curios the mission­
ary showed at the meeting) and heard this 
lady hold our women spellbound with her 
stories.”

"I would not mind seeing what she has 
to show,” replied the older woman. So the 
missionary brought out the curios and told 

about them one by one as she showed them 
to Mother Smith.

She looked in wonder at a little heathen 
god and said, "You know there is no one 
in the world that prays to a god like this!” 

The missionary replied, "You do not 
have to believe it, but it is true, for I was 
in Africa—right there when that little god 
was given up for a living Lord. I rejoiced 
with the woman who had prayed to it be­
fore she became a Christian.”

Then Mother Smith asked, "What are 
foreign missions? What are heathen people 

really like?”
When it dawned on her 

what we mean by foreign 
missions she exclaimed, 
“To think that I have 
never given anything 
worth-while to help send 
the gospel to faraway 
lands! But now I would 
like to have a part in this 
work, too.”

Just then the father-in­
law came in with an armful of wood and 
threw it down behind the stove. His wife 
said, “John, I wish you could have seen 
the things I just saw—and heard this lady 
talk!”

The old gentleman said, "Don’t mind 
seeing what she has to show. What is it?”

So the little bag was opened and again 
the curios were shown. The mother-in-law 
joined in telling the story this time. When 
it was finished she said to her husband, 
“We ought to be ashamed that we have 
never done anything to help send mission­
aries to faraway lands. We haven’t even 
made it easy for Helen here, and she has 
tried so hard to help us see this thing.”

Father Smith said very slowly, “I guess 
we should have been doing something. Is 
it too late now, Helen?"

Just then the doctor opened the door. 
"Why is everyone back here in the 
kitchen?”

His father and mother said anxiously, 
"We wish you could see the things this mis­
sionary lady has—and hear the tales she 
has been telling us about them.” So for the 

third time the little bag of curios was 
opened.

After they had all helped to tell the story 
that went with the idol, Mother and Father 
Smith told their son, "We are going to help 
send missionaries to needy places around 
the world."

The wife waiver in the corner still pre­
paring supper. The doctor went over and 
lovingly placed his arm around his wife’s 
shoulder, called her a pet name and said, 
“Now that I know more about what you 
arc trying to show us, 1 am prouder of you 
than ever." He kissed her and said, "From 
now on you can count on all of us to help 
you in your mission work.”

Supper time came. The same group wras 
seated around the same table. The doctor 
gave the missionary some health sugges­
tions and insisted that she did not eat 
enough. Mother Smith walked around the 
table and placed the choicest food on the 
missionary’s plate and said, "Honey, I 
want you to eat every bit of this!"

OFF TO HER W.M.U.
(Continued from page 5)

hour trip. She almost laughed as she re­
membered what her American missionary 
friend had told her about trains over there. 
Beds they had, dining rooms, ice water, and 
other things beyond her imagination. She 
knew that a few trains in Japan before the 
war had had some of those comforts, but 
she had never been in one of them and it 
was still as strange to her as the thought of 
the women she had heard of in other coun­
tries who could quickly and easily open 
cans and boxes and prepare a delicious 
meal in a matter of minutes. Women who 
could drive off to meetings such as this in 
their own cars; lock up their houses all day 
giving them never a thought. She had 
even seen pictures of the machines that 
washed clothes inside, and she laughed as 
she looked over at tire large wooden tubs in 
the o-furoba and thought of the hours she 
spent bent over them. Usually that was 
the day after bath nights—she thought with 
regret of the nightly baths before the war— 
because the large wooden tub would be full 
of at least warm water. Otherwise it would 
take her another two hours to fill the tub 
and with tiny little sticks and scraps build

Young Japanese learn American ways 
easily—will they be the ways of Christ? 
It depends on your pray or s and gifts 

the fire outside which would heat the wa­
ter. There was no envy in her thinking— 
only wonder that such things could be for 
women of her own class in other countries.

Now everything was ready at last. The 
rice beautifully dry with each grain sepa­
rate; the soup hot. She put the pickle on 
the table, as she went to see that the others 
were about ready to come. Then she looked 
to be sure the Bibles and hymn books were 
at each place. Not for two years had they 
missed the Bible reading, the song and 
prayer of gratitude for the morning food. 
As they started to sing she felt she was al­
ready on her way to Fukuoka.

A LITTLE CHURCH
WITH BIQ FAITH 

(Continued from page 2) 
$50.00 a month and the state board is send­
ing $25.00 a month. Offerings run around 
$25.00 to $10.00 a Sunday. Every resident 
member is a tither. The church is giving 
monthly to associational and co-operative 
missions and has more than doubled its 
membership twice. Very little outside help 
has been sent in the past year or two.

At present the pastor is also pastor of 
another small church and is preaching for 
a third church until they can call a pastor. 
Services are alternated so as to give full 
time preaching at all three churches. A 
small church can do big things if it goes 
forward in faith.
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Growth in Spain
from Mrs. J. D. Hughey

The first we.ek in February tlie officers 
of our national W.M.U. had their business 
meeting. One of the most important mat­
ters was the planning for our second an­
nual W.M.U. conference.

During the past year the W.M.U. in 
some churches began to enlarge its pro­
gram of missionary education to include 
our boys and girls. There are eight Sun­
beam Bands and Girls' Auxiliaries getting 
under way. With Mrs. Jennings to lead we 
are expecting real development in our 
young people's work.

The first week in March, the W.M.U. 
of Spain will observe its Week of Prayer 
(or Home Missions. Our program will pre­
sent the Baptist churches of.Spain and the 
opportunities before us.

We are so eager that the women of 
Spain have as vital a connection as possible 
with the Union of Baptist Women of Eu­
rope.

Puzzling News from China
from S. Kathryn Bigham

As the newspapers and radios of the 
world have announced the retirement of 
Chiang Kai Shek, I am sure that you arc 
wondering just what is actually happening 
here. We arc wondering, too. If I were to 
ask 12 men at random this afternoon what 
they consider the implications of the pres­
ent change in the government, 1 am quite 
sure that 1 would get a dozen different 
opinions. After voicing differing personal 
opinions, perhaps they would add the 
words, "Well, we just aren't quite sure. ’

People are puzzled. The Chinese people 
feel that peace at any price is better at this 
time than war. Just when this "peace" 
will come, only lime can tell. Some feel 
that it will only be a matter of a few weeks 
before the flag of the Reds will fly high 
over this city of six million people. Others 
feel that it may take a number of months 
for this "peace” to be worked out. There 
seems to be almost no question at all but 
that the Communists will assume control 
of this area. Just how far south the Com­
munists will be able to go in their influence 
is yet to be seen. In times past the Reds 
have been very cruel to the people in the 

places they have conquered. But this time, 
they seem to be assuming a more lenient 
attitude. For some reason they are chang­
ing their tactics.

Along with these war-weary years have 
come confusion, bewilderment, disease, 
starvation, death. This war has taken its 
toll in deaths not only in bloodshed on 
battlefields. May I tell you about a group 
of war casualties here in Shanghai? Every 
cold night people without shelter die on 
the bare sidewalks. In three days three 
hundred and eleven corpses were picked 
up by a benevolent organization. From 
November 1 to January 3, 4,927 people 
died from cold and hunger. Of this num­
ber 3,879 were children who never had a 
chance to really live. They never knew 
what it was to laugh and sing, to romp and 
play as normal children. I have never

found much beauty in the howling of the 
winds. Now such cold howling winds 
seem uglier than words can describe, for 
with them come misery and death.

Our Aluminum Church
from Louise Medling

We live in a Japanesc-style house in a 
suburb of Tokyo. Shortly after arriving in 
October, arrangements were made for the 
First Baptist Church of Tokyo to conduct 
services in our home. The pastor, hisr wife, 
and their children began having Sunday 
school and church every Sunday. Twenty- 
two came on the first Sunday. Now there 
are over 200 children attending Sunday 
school and an average attendance of 65 at 
the preaching service and the English 
Bible Class. The children go home after 
Sunday school due to lack of space so that 
the adults can come to services. The Jap­
anese minister, Rev. Tomita, pastor of the 
church, preaches every Sunday and Mr. 
Medling teaches the English Bible Class.

A Young Woman’s Auxiliary has been 
organized with 30 members enrolled. At 
the time of the organization Mrs. Medling 

and the two daughters of the pastor were 
the only Christians. Sinde the beginning, 
sixteen have accepted Christ as Saviour 
and have followed the Lord in baptism.

The young men attending church also 
wanted to meet and study God’s Word 
and serve him in a missionary way. So they 
organized what* they call a Young Men’s 
Auxiliary. The two together are called the 
Baptist Youth Union.

Since last spring thirty young people and 
adults have accepted Christ and have been 
baptized into the church. There are others 
who have accepted Christ but have to wait 
till winter passes to be baptized. All bap­
tismal services have been in a near-by

This church received from the Japan 
Baptist Convention one of the aluminum 
church buildings sent over from America.

It will be erected on a lovely corner lot in 
the near-by town of Seta Machi, along with 
a pastor's home and kindergarten. The lot 
is in a strategic place, and there are tall 
green pine trees w’hich will form a lovely 
background for the church.

Our formal language study will be over 
soon now. This docs not mean that we will 
not have to study more. Wc will have to 
study for years and years to come, but we 
will study at home rather than in school 
and will take on full time missionary duty. 
Our Japan Baptist Convention has decided 
that Kumamota, a city near the center of 
the Island of Kyushu, will be the place for 
our work.

The pastor of the church there is the 
chairman of the Committee on Evange­
lism and is very evangelistic. We feel defi­
nitely led to do evangelistic work, and feel 
that Mr. Medling and this young pastor 
can work out from Kumamota as a center, 
carrying the message to as many surround­
ing towns as possible.

Thank you each and every one for your 
many kind letters, greetings, and the pack­
ages. Those packages have gladdened the 
hearts of many and have proved your love 

for the unfortunate. Thank you for your 
prayers and for every part you have had in 
extending his kingdom.

New W.M.U. Training School 
in Rio

from Dorine Hawkins
No one knows what headaches and heart­

aches are until he or she has supervised a 
building in a foreign land.' Prices have al­
most tripled since the* building began back 
in August of 1947. The shortage of ma.- 
tcrials has caused many things to be on 
black market lists. We had to buy a few 
sacks of cement at almost $3 a sack. But 
through it all the Lord has led and blessed 
us.

The business men have been unusually 
kind to Miss Minnie Landrum and me as 
we have dealt with them. It has seemed 
most strange to them that two women 
should undertake such a task, but after 
being surprised tlicy have gone the second 
mile in courtesy and helpfulness. As I 
write in January the building lacks another 
two months yet being ready, but the third 
floor looks very much like a real dormi­
tory. It lacks the painting of the walls, 
and the sanding and polishing of the 
floors. As soon as this floor is complete, 
the furniture for all the building will be 
placed there.

The funds for the building were given 
through the Lottie Moon Christmas offer­
ing, and the women of Brazil are trying to 
furnish it. The most they can do will be 
little however and other special gifts from 
the homeland are making its completion 
possible. The name of the donor will be 
on a bronze plaque on the door of the 
room furnished. These will surely be inter­
esting reading with names from different 
states of our Southland all mixed in with 
the names from different states of the 
Southern Cross.

On March 15 we hope to have the open­
ing classes of our South Brazil Training 
School. The faculty is made up largely of 
missionaries, with four Brazilian teachers. 
We have about 35 girls ready to enter this 
first year, and the building will hold as 
many as 75 or 80. We will have classes four 
and a half days a week, with Wednesday 
afternoon given to practical visitation and 

(Continued on page 15)
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THEY .HEARD HIS CALL 
“Qo Ye Into All the World”

As we come again to Ap­
ril, we are reminded of our 
Commencement, almost a 
year ago, when seventy-eight 
young women, the largest 
class in our history, finished 
their training and turned 

’their faces outward. Two 
years of study, of facing up 
to life’s commitments, of fol­
lowing through on goals set 
years ago, of making new 
plans born out of new im­
pressions and experiences, 
and then Commencement 
marks the beginning of that 
life service.

Following these graduates

Bim SCHOOL

out into life, we find our­
selves on a veritable globe­
encircling jaunt. Perhaps no 
round-the-world fiers have 
taken just the route we shall 
take as we look in on the 
newest missionaries from 
our Training School. Leav­
ing from the east coast, we 
head straight for Nigeria, 
where Mary Catherine Ad­
ams (Florida), Jean Bach 
(Kentucky), and Bonnie 
Moore (Georgia), are get­
ting the feel of being mis­
sionaries. Mary Catherine 
wanted to be a pioneer mis­
sionary, but as an introduc­
tion to Africa was appoint­
ed to teach in our Baptist 
College in Iwo. Jean Bach 
and Bonnie Moore are serv­
ing their apprenticeship in 
the Idi-Aba Girls’ School in 
Abeokuta.

From Nigeria we go" to 
one of the world’s trouble 
spots, Palestine, where two 

of our courageous volun­
teers landed in November, 
Anna Cowan (Missouri) 
and Mabel Summers (Ken­
tucky).

From Palestine we have a 
long hop over to China, 
where we will find one of 
our last year’s students, 
Mary Frances Gould, (Ken­
tucky) settled in Canton, 
busy studying the language, 
and getting acquainted with 
this great country that she 
is already calling “home.”

Our next stop will be 
Japan, where Lois Linnen- 
kohl (Georgia) took up 
residence in January. Then 
Hawaii, the “Paradise of the 
Pacific,” where we find 
Gladys Farmer (Georgia), 
Gertrude Moore (Virginia), 
and Erlcne Paulk (Ala­
bama) already well started 
in their missionary activi­
ties, since they have no lan­
guage barrier.

There will be a long 
flight to Brazil to look in 
on Lois Roberts (Tennes­
see). As we return to the 
States we can stop over in 
Mexico for a visit with Mir- 
i a m McCullough (Ala- 
bama).

Back at home we find 
several of last year’s ap­
pointees making further 
preparation before starting 
out on their first mission­
ary journey. At Yale, deep 
-in the study of Chinese, are 

1 Elaine Crotwell (Alabama), 
Virginia Miles (North Caro­
lina), Victoria Parsons (Dis­
trict of Columbia), and Jean 
Prince Shepard (Arkansas). 
Alma McKenzie Wood (Vir­
ginia) is with her husband 
in New York before under­
taking work in China. An- 
nelu Moore Ray (Alabama) 
has been appointed with 
her husband by the Ameri­
can Baptist Foreign Mis­
sion Board for work in In-

Mary Catherine Adams, li­
censed pilot, is ready for a 
plane to fly to pioneer work 
in interior Nigeria

dia. They are studying at 
Cornell University this ses­
sion and will spend the sum­
mer in language study be­
fore sailing for India in the 
fall. Annie Rines (Tennes­
see) is extending her fur­
lough from Nigeria another 
year in order to take a 
course in pharmacy.

After the challenge of 
these far places, we should 
give more earnest heed to 
the missionary task at home. 
Helen Ige (California) took 
literally the injunction, "Go 
home to thy friends and tell 
...” as she began her work 
among the Japanese-Ameri­
cans around Los Angeles. 
Elizabeth Taylor (Arkan­
sas) resumed her work with 
the Home Mission Board in 
the department of “Special 
Missions.” Laura Frances 
Snow (North Carolina) is 
field representative for the 
VV. M. U. of North Caro­
lina. Kathleen Frink (North 
Carolina) is assistant to the 
associational missionary in 
Winston-Salem, N. C.

Time and space fail me 
to tell of the thirteen who 
went into local church 
work, the twenty-two Semi­
nary students’ wives who 
are busy on their church 
fields, five who. are in vary­
ing types of'denominational 
work, two who arc teaching 

(Continued on page 13)

MOMENTS

WITH OUR 

MISSIONARIES

scripture reading: Matt. 
9:35-38; 10:37-39; John 12:- 
24-26; Romans 10:12-15

for your program there 
are articles in April South­
ern Baptist Home Missions'. 
"Among the Missionaries” 
by Mildred Dunn; and 
"Evangelism in Home Mis­
sions,” testimonies by sev­
eral missionaries. In April 
The Commission: "How to 
Make a Seminary out of a 
Swiss Villa” by Winifred 
Williams Watts (the conver­
sion at Ruschlikon, Zurich); 
and “What Japan Has 
Taught Me” by Floryne 
Miller (a missionary’s ex­
perience as a houseguest in 
Tokyo and Kokura). Here 
in Royal Service see “Letter- 
ettes,” page 10, and “Bap­
tists at Points Paul Touch­
ed,” page 1.

In World Comrades see 
“We Sent Boxes to Europe” 
to remind your circle of 
what big boxes you can 
send through New Orleans; 
see address, page 1. In Ap­
ril The Window of YWA 
think of what missionaries 
could do in such situations 
as "An 01 d Neglected 

(Continued from page 12) 
Bible in public schools, four 
who returned to their pro­
fession of teaching school, 
one who went into social 
work, and nine who have 
married since graduation. 
Each one must be busy just 
where she is, as she acts on 
the compulsion, “Did you 
not know that I must be 
about my Father’s busi­
ness?”

Church." April Ambassador 
Life has a fascinating mis­

sionary experience told by 
Mr. Duffer, R.A. secretary 
for Mexico, "I Attended tine

Women and Family Worship 
by Joe W. Burton, Editor of home life 
The Southern Baptist campaign for 100,000 

new family altars is vitally related to the work 
of the Woman’s Missionary) Union. The estab­
lishment of family altars has ever been a major 
concern of the W.M.U.

A consecrated Christian woman can do much 
to establish a family altar in her home. Her 
influence is necessary to continue a meaningful 
family altar period each day. There will be 
times in the absence of her husband when she 
will carry on the worship period. There are 
some homes in which the wife will have little 
help at any time in family worship.

Godly women will be a great help in reaching 
and exceeding the goal of 100,000 new family 
altars.

// your pastor does not have a supply of these 
attractive cards he can secure them from The 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Order Depart­
ment, Nashville, Tennessee.
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First Mexican RA Con­
clave.”

With all these stimulat­
ing discussions your circle 
members should feel close 
to our missionaries, ready to 
pray more intelligently and 
give more generously to the 
progress of their w o r k, 
which is our work.

Plan your circle meeting 
as carefully as a larger 
meeting. It is vital to our 
missionary zeal in the Lord’s 
work.
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Conditioning Children for Death’s Coming 
by Ruth LaTuille Matthews

A REFRESHER COURSE 
by Margaret Bruce

Death is an experience 
too strange for the very 
young child to comprehend. 
But the four, five and six- 
year-old begins to ask ques­
tions about it. The wise par­
ent will prepare the child 
in advance of death’s com­
ing. Last minute condition­
ing usually accomplishes 
very little in cushioning the 
shock, loss, and loneliness 
that the death of a loved 
one or pet brings.

One day a five-year-old 
came rushing to tell his 
mother, “Mr. Perkins is 
dead next door, and Tom-

my says they’re going to put 
him in a box and stick him 
in the ground I”

It was easy for this parent 
to remind the boy that our 
bodies are just “houses” we 
live in. They had talked at 
length many times earlier 
about the distinction be­
tween one’s real self and his 
body. She described how 
happy Mr. Perkins must be 
now, free of his old, suffer­
ing body. A few days later, 
the boy was talking to his 
grandfather, who was en­
during excruciating arthrit­
ic pains. He innocently 
said, “Never mind, Grand­
pa, you’ll die pretty soon.”

Advance preparation for 
death’s coming should in­
clude the idea that our bod­
ies are gradually changing 
in appearance throughout 
all life. Show some pictures 
of the parents taken years 
earlier when they were 

many pounds slimmer, per­
haps, and their faces much 
younger looking. As a nor­
mal process, periodically we 
discard parts of our bodies 
such as losing baby teeth, 

* getting haircuts, and cut­
ting off fingernails.

The story is told that 
John Quincy Adams, once 
president of our nation, 
when quite old was asked 
by a neighbor, “How are 
you feeling today, Mr. 
Adams?” He replied, “John 
Quincy Adams is fine to­
day, sir. His roof leaks, the 
old timber's arc shaky and 
the windows are getting 
dim, but John Quincy Ad­
ams is fine.”

Acquaintance with brave 
invalids whose bodies do 
not prevent their real spiri­
tual selves from being 
strong and cheerful, w i 11 
supply “life size” proof that 
the body is not the real per­
son.

When talking about 
death and future life, we 
can assure children that we 
shall continue being our­
selves, but in a more won­
derful environment than 
ty'crc. We should not fear 
going to heaven just because 
we have not previously seen 
it. If a relative or friend has 
moved to a distant city and 
writes back pleasantly about 
it, use his letters as paral­
lels to Jesus’ assurance 
about heaven in John 14.

If a child’s pct dies, se­
cure another one as soon as 
possible. In the meantime, 

substitute other sources of 
companionship and diver­
sion. If a relative or friend 
dies, be calm before the 
child, speak of death in a 
natural, matter-of-fact voice. 
Hushed tones suggest some­
thing abnormal that is to be 
feared. Small children, ordi­
narily, should not attend 
funerals, unless they have 
been prepared far in ad­
vance for death’s coming, 
and arc accompanied by 
poised adults who will not 
give expression to emotion­
al outbursts.

Preparing small children 
for death’s coming is a heavy 
parental obligation, requir­
ing understanding, tact, im­
agination, and infinite pa­
tience. But great is the re­
ward in seeing one’s child 
develop with a healthy reli­
gious attitude toward life's 
greatest enigma.

FUN FOR TH A.ND-PILE SET
What would Easter time hat children love. A nour- 

be for tiny tots without 
some mention of eggs and 
bunnies? Yet these tradition 
al symbols should definite 
ly be second plade to the 
real significance and mean 
ing of Easter.

Planting Egg Shells Even 
the smallest tot can fill half 
egg shells with soil and grass 
seed, place them in an egg 
carton, preferably in a sun 
ny window, water them him 
self, and watch his "crop 
grow.

Kitchen Activity What 
child doesn’t want to help 
in the kitchen? A rotan 
egg beater offers the noift 
speed, and outlet for energy

SoMETIME AGO J READ AN 
article entitled “A Re- 
fresher Course in Living.” 
It was a thrillir^; account of 
a land where people really 
take time to live. The peo­
ple there have high moral 
standards, they are honest, 
and sincere and they love 
and respect their religion.

The writer of the article 
said, "Doctors and teachers 
are not the only people who 
should take refresher cour­
ses. All of us would be bet­
ter for an occasional re­
fresher course in the essence 
of right living.”

As these words have re­
curred many times to my 
mind, I have thought -of 
young people’s directors and 
counselors who need to take 
refresher courses in W.M.U. 
methods. How long has it 
been since you read The 
ll’fly of Missionary Educa-

diing drink pre-schoolers 
nay "concoct” for them- 
i( Ives is grape juice topped 
ivith Huffy egg white, or 
nilk beaten up with raw 
ivhole egg, with a dash of 
intincg or cinnamon.

Coloring Eggs for an Egg 
hint Why not let the 
hildren themselves help 
oior eggs for a neighbor- 
mod hunt? Various combi­
ne ions may be secured by 
lipping half in one color, 
>alf in another and using 
lansfcr designs. Try writ- 
ng with a special pencil 
irst, then dip the egg. The 
hild s name stands out in 
thite letters. 

tion, Telling You How, the 
G.A. or R.A. Counselor’s 
Guides, manuals, leaflets 
and other materials?

Have you ever taken a 
Correspondence Course? We 
have courses for Girls’ Aux­
iliary and Royal Ambassa­
dor counselors ($1.00 each), 

"•and for Sunbeam Band 
leaders and Y.W.A. counse­
lors ($1.05 each). We also 
have a Correspondence 
Course for Young People’s 
Directors ($1.00). Enroll in 
one of these courses today 
through W.M.U. Corres­
pondence Courses, 1111 
Comer Bldg., Birmingham 
3, Ala.

There is nothing that will 
refresh counselors and lead­
ers more than a thorough 
monthly reading of our 
mission magazines, Royal 
Service, World Comrades, 
The Window of Y.W.A., 
and Ambassador Life. Did 
you read “Memo to the 
Counselor” in January 
IVorld Comrades? “Embassy 
Helps” in February’ Am­
bassador Life? “The Logic 
of Love” in February The 
Window of Y.W.A.? If so, 1 
am confident that you were 
refreshed.

How true it is that “April 
showers bring May flowers.” 
As the flower seeds need 
the spring rains to make 
them grow and blossom into 
things of beauty, so individ­
uals need to be refreshed, 
revived and renewed. 
Through reading and study 
this can be accomplished.

Preparation and service 
are wonderful refresher 
courses for the young peo­
ple’s directors, counselors 
and leaders. The one who 
serves unselfishly always 
feels invigorated and rejuve­
nated. Try preparing your­
self for greater service and 

see if you do not feel re­
freshed <and happy.

Dr. Merton Rice, well- 
known minister, tells of one 
warm summer evening when 
he stopped at a cold drink 
stand for a glass of orange­
ade. Just as he was about to 
put the cool drink to his 
lips he felt a tug at his side. 
Looking down he saw a 
little old lady, bent and 
looking up into his face 
pathetically. Pointing to the 
glass in his hand, she said, 
“Please, sir, I'm thirsty too.’’ 
That little word “too” stuck 
in Dr. Rice’s heart. He real­
ized that before he could be 
happy in taking his drink, 
he must give her a refresh­
ing drink also.

Young people are thirsty 
too. They are thirsty for the 

good things of life. They, 
too, need a refresher course 
in right living and you, as 
a young people’s leader, can 
meet this need by preparing 
your heart and mind for 
greater missionary service.

LETTER-ETTES
(Continued from page 11)

social work. Saturday will 
be clean up day, and all of 
Sunday devoted to regular 
church activities, with the 
girls going in couples to the 
most needy churches here 
in the city doing their field 
work. Miss Sophia Nichols 
of South Carolina is 
my co-laborer in the 
eion of the school.

to be 
di rec­
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IS THIS YOUR QUESTION?
by Mary Northington, Tennessee

How can we get the wo­
men to buy mission study 
books!

Have the books at the 
society or circle meeting a 
tnonth before the class 
starts. Do not apologize or 
talk about how expensive 
they are. They buy other 
books and these will look 
jvell, too, on library shel­
ves. Let the women know 
that they are expected to 
buy and read the books. 
Let the society purchase the 
book for those who are un­
able to buy their own, or at 
least buy enough copies to

circulate so each woman 
has access to the book.

How can we get them to 
read the book!

Talk up the book. Tell 
the women facts that arc 
interesting as “appetizers.” 
Paste a paper in the back 
of the book that belongs to 
the W.M.S. and ask each 
one to sign it when she 
reads it. Use the wall chart 
and put a special mark op­
posite the names of those 
who read the book.

Do all the women have to 
read two books!

Two-thirds of the mem­
bers must read a book dur­
ing the year to reach A-l 
on the Standard of Excel­
lence.

Are two classes required!
Yes, and one-third of the 

members must attend at 
least one class and read the 
book.

Where may we obtain the 
wall record charts and how 
much do they cost!

Order from W.M.U., 1111 
Comer Building, Birming­
ham 3, Alabama. The price 
is ten cents each. Order one 
for each circle.

May the charts be used 
for the young people!

Yes, they are especially 
fine for the G.A’s and 
Y.W.A’s. They like to sec 
that they arc tithers, have 
had a mission study class, 
take the magazines, and so 
on. They can check on their 
attendance easily with this 
chart. The R.A’s have a 
chart especially for them, 
price 20c.

Is it necessary for the 
young people to meet twice 
a month to be A-l!

Yes. And the young peo­
ple arc willing to meet. 
They usually want to meet 
every week. If the counse­

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

Annual Meeting W.M.U., May 7 5-/7 
Southern Baptist Convention, May 18-22

RIDGECREST, NORTH CAROLINA 
Y.W.A. Camp, June 16-22
1 oung Men 5 Mission Conference

July 2S—August 3
W.M.U. (and B.W.C.) Conference 

August 4-10

lor accepts the privilege of 
leadership, she must also ac­
cept the responsibility. It i$ 
not fair to take the job and 
then fail the young people 
or the Lord.

If a group of women, 
not business women, have 
their circle meeting in the 
evening, can their circle at­
tendance be counted at the 
society meeting!

No, only the B.W.C. at­
tendance is counted as part 
of the society attendance in 
such cases.

If B.W.C. members at­
tend an Associational Fed­
eration mission study class, 
may it count as a class for 
the circle!

If one fourth of the 
B.W.C. members are in the 
class, see foot note on page 
25, 1949 W.M.U. YEAR BOOK.

Should a W.M.S. enlist 
only women who are mem­
bers of that Baptist church!

The circles and the so­
ciety often prove excellent 
enlistment and soul-winning 
agencies.

WHY DO YOU WORRY?
Matthew 6:25-34

Women who love christ 
have learned that he is suf­
ficient for every need. This 
is the glorious theme of our 
year's programs, Christ is 
the Ansxver. G<d forbid that 
this truth should ever be­
come commonplace to us, 
rather may it always set the 
joy bells ringing in our 
hearts.

Out in the country with 
the birds, the wild flowers, 
the grassy meadows, the 
fields of grain, the quiet 
and serenity of life God 
speaks to us. He tells us 
tnat he is sufficient for ev­
ery material need: water, 
food and clothing. Bryant 
in the poem “Thanatopsis” 
said, “Go forth, under the 
open sky, and list to Na­
ture’s teachings.”

Jesus spoke the unexcel­
led words of our Scripture 
lesson out in the open 
country. He asked fearful 
mortals to observe the birds 
of the air, the flowers and 
grass and remember the love 
and care of the Heavenly 
Father.

In Palestine where the 
climate was hot, the coun­
try rugged and water scarce, 
the worry about water was 
ever in the minds of the 
people.

But Jesus tells his disci­
ples to listen to the birds 
singing praises to God. 
They have not the least 
worry about food and drink. 
They do not even have the 
advantage that we have of 
sowing and reaping and 
gathering into barns. Still 
they do not worry. Would 
that the children of men 
could learn from the birds 
that God who nourishes the 
insignificant sparrow will 
not forget his children.

Under the feet of Jesus 
and his disciples that day as 
he spoke, beautiful flowers 

grew on the grassy slopes. 
No labor of man had been 
given to their cultivation. 
They strikingly displayed 
God’s care. King Solomon 
arrayed in all his priceless 
gorgeous apparel could not 
compare with the beauty of 
the lilies. The grass of the 
field in the East is short 
lived for it withers quickly 

^if a hot south wind blows.
Then the dried grass, be­
cause of the scarcity of fuel, 
is gathered and used to heat 
the baking ovens. The 
short-lived grasses stand in 
contrast to Christ’s disci­
ples who are destined for 
eternal life. If God robes 
the lilies and the grasses 
which are today and tomor­
row are cast into the oven, 
surely he will give needed 
clothing to his children. 
Clothes are secondary to the 
need of food and water, but 
they are essential.

Jesus asked his disciples 
as they note how he clothes 
the grass and flowers that 
they stop worrying about 
such provision for .them­
selves. God who gave us 
our very lives and bodies 
will not fail to give us the 
food and few garments we 
need. The simplest logic 
ought to help us to put 
worry out of our minds.

Jesus pointed out that by 
our worrying we are not 
able to add a single moment 
to our lives. It may be that 
worry will take away some 
of our years. With all our 
worry, apart from God’s 
blessing, we can do nothing.

Jesus not only admonish­
ed us to avoid anxiety but 
he suggested something to 
do instead.. We are to seek 
first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness and 
there will be no occasion 
for anxiety. Seek the spiri­
tual first and the temporal 

\ROYAL SERVICE ☆ APRIL 1949

needs will follow. „
God does not mean that 

we are not to put forth fore­
thought and effort for food 
and clothing. Trust in God 
does not imply lack of plan­
ning and working, but it 
docs show us that anxious 
care concerning the supply 
of temporal needs is not 
necessary.

Often even those who live 
in rural sections fail to see 
the lesson Jesus points out. 
If it does not rain they wor­
ry about the crops. If it 
rains too much they fear 
that all the produce may 
be ruined. They are disturb­
ed about prices of produce. 
They labor long and ardu­
ously and feel that they do 

not have time to listen to 
the great sermon the birds 
of the air, the lilies and 
grasses of the field daily 
preach to them of God’s 
care.

An unshaken confidence 
in God is never dismayed 
at changes and surprises in 
life. He who has faith will 
not be anxious concerning 
the necessities of life wheth­
er he lives in the city or the 
country. Trust in God 
steadies and strengthens, 
unifies and keeps us from 
wearing our hearts out with 
corroding cares.

Let us memorize these 
blessed words of Jesus and 
hear him speak words of 
peace. Indeed Christ is suf­
ficient for all needs wher­
ever we are, whatever is 
our state.
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How to Present this
Program in W.M.S. and B.W.C.

The alert program chairman will do bet­
ter than follow any program outline slav­
ishly. Add touches which give variety and 
adapt material to your own situation.

In presenting your program use the pla­
cards from previous meetings reading 
unison the words

in

CHRIST IS THE ANSWER

FOR THE INDIVIDUAL

IN CITY STREETS 

how many present were born and reared 
in the country? What did they like about 
their country church? Why not have those 
same features in the life of your city church? 
Couldn’t they be adjusted to city life? Or 
plan a debate: Life in rural sections is 
more conducive to Christian development 
than in the city. Plan to go out and help 
organize a rural W.M.S.

Are you in a rural church? What do you 
think a city church has that you don’t? 
Why couldn’t you have anything worth­
while that a city church has? Do you have 
or need a church library? Write to Miss 
Florida Waite, Secretary, 161 Eighth Ave­
nue, North, Nashville, Tenn, if you do not 
know your state director of church libraries.

You may decide to have an old fashion­
ed “little red schoolhouse”, presentation,

CHRIST THE ANSWER IN TH URAL COMMUNITY Planned by Reitha Coggins

HERITAGE
This is the land that we love, where our 

fathers found refuge,
Here are the grooves of their plows and the 

mounds of their graves;
These are the hills that they knew, and the 

forests and waters,
Glorious rivers and seas of rejuvenant 

waves.
(

This is our heritage, this that our fathers 
bequeathed us,

Ours in our time, but in trust for the ages 
to be;

Wasting or husbanding, building, destroy­
ing or shielding,

Faithful or faithless—possessors and stew­
ards are we.

—ARTHUR GUITF.RMAN

Your Program in Outline
opening hymn—There is a Fountain

PRAYER

devotional—Why Do You Worry? (page
17)

God's Gift of the Country 

song—For the Beauty of the Earth 

Will Satan Win the Country?
When Christ Dominates there is Greatness
When Christ Dominates there is Progress 
A New Day for the Country 
Many Religious Groups at Work 
Southern Baptists’ Rural Program 

hymn—The Church’s One Foundation

The Rural Church Challenges Our City 
Churches

The Rural Church Challenges Pastors
The Rural Church Challenges Women and 

Woman’s Missionary Societies
Christ Challenges Rural Churches 
Power for the Task 

song—In the Old-time Way
PRAYER

FO RACIAL TENSION

and this month’s

IN THE RURAL COMMUNITY

Decorate with pictures of rural life from 
Fhe Angelas to modern magazine covers. 
Be ready to have comparative statistics put 
on blackboard, or held up in poster fash­
ion, or using flannelgraph method.

Urge women to read the material on 
their assigned topics’, to add other perti­
nent information, and tell, not read, it.

The two discussions on “When Christ 
Dominates” could be presented by two 
women in conversation as if recalling these 
contributions of rural churches. Or you 
may introduce a quick quiz to identify the 
great leaders mentioned. Yates was pioneer 
missionary to China, Lowe served some 40 
years in China, Gambrell was a great Bap­
tist statesman, Robertson was the foremost 
Greek, and Sampey the foremost Hebrew, 
scholars in their day. Robert G. Lee is presi­
dent of S.B.C., Ellis Fuller is president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Are you in a city church? Why not ask 

quaint teacher, bell, and all. Arithmetic 
lesson would include the various compari­
sons; biography would cover the discussion 
of '‘greatness,” history, what has been done; 
composition could be papers on remaining 
topics.

Invest time and prayer in planning and 
preparation and see how much more zest 
your program will have than if you “read 
the parts.”

God's Gift of the Country
Who does not love God’s great out-of- 

doors, the country with its wide open 
spaces, its fresh, pure air, its hills and val­
leys, its mountains and streams, its sun­
shine and flowers, its beautiful sunsets, its 
silvery moon amidst soft, fleecy clouds and 
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millions of bright, twinkling stars! “And 
God saw every thing that he had made, 
and, behold, it was very good” (Gen. 1:31).

God’s scheme of creation makes us all 
dependent on tlie soil, its products and its 
preservation. We are brothers in the soil 
for even if we were born in the city, our 
bodies arc made up of the same chemical 

, elements as those in the soil. (Adam'was 
not the only person created out “of the dust 
of the ground.’’) God planned so that our 
bodies have to be constantly replenished 
with these same elements. Starving people 

,can keep alive by eating clay.
In God’s great love and care for us he 

spread over the earth an average of eight 
to nine inches of rich topsoil and unlimit­
ed quantities of water. In­
stead of eating the soil and 
consuming the source of 
our living, God provided 
plants and animals to 
transfer these necessary 
elements in the soil to the 
human body as we eat 
them. Year ^fter year the 
soil supports a new crop of 
plants and another genera­
tion of animals. Season after season this 
cycle of life is sustained. Not only are 
country and city people “brothers in the 
soil” by physical makeup, but clothing and 
housing also come indirectly from the soil. 
Our physical existence and our whole civ­
ilization are absolutely dependent upon 
those few inches of topsoil spread over our 
land.

For years people did not understand the 
urgent necessity of preserving this precious 
topsoil. Even yet many do not seem to rec­
ognize it. Recent surveys in our nation 
show that several inches have already been 
lost. Some has been blown away in dust 
storms but more has been washed down 
into the sea.

Even water pressure in city systems is af­
fected by the way farmers care for the land. 
In some sections of our nation the natural 
underground water table, or reservoir, is 
falling so rapidly as to be alarming. Louis 
Bromfield tells us that when we see rich, 
black dirt flowing down streams we should 
realize that it is not only the farmer's rich 
soil being washed away, but that business 
concerns of surrounding towns and cities 

20 

“Go out into the high­
ways and hedges, and con­
strain them to come in”

—Luke 14:23
“For the Son of man 

came to seek and to save 
that which was lost"

—Luke 19:10
♦ • ♦ ♦

have to depend
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are going down with it. Soil and souls 
must both be saved.

Is Satan Winning the Country?
When God created man, he breathed 

into him the breath of life and man be­
came a living soul, made in God’s image. 
We are spiritual as well as physical beings.

Satan’s first visible attack was in the Gar­
den of Eden and from Genesis on past 
John 3:16 and Romans 16:20 through Rev­
elation is the record of God’s offer of sal­
vation and Satan’s trying to lead man to 
torment.

The struggle is still on. Satan not only 
seeks to dominate the lives of individuals, 
but whole areas of life. It would seem that 

he and his cohorts have 
"set up camp” in the 
rural areas.

Satan knows that if 
he can get control of the 
country he will then 
have little opposition in 
the cities. More than 
half of the world’s pop­
ulation lives in the 
country. Large cities 

upon the country for their 
increases in population.

Most of our nation’s children are born 
and reared in the country. There are twice 
as many children in the rural areas and 
small villages as in the towns and cities. 
Actually, the South is furnishing the largest 
per cent of the nation’s children. The 
average city family has only one and two- 
thirds children while the average rural 
family in the South has three and three- 
fourths children.

From a purely selfish standpoint rural 
leaders could wish that all their young 
people felt like a certain 4-H Club boy 
of Illinois. According to Farm Editor Joe 
Reaves of Station WPTF in Raleigh, N. C., 
the boy attended the International Live­
stock Exposition in Chicago last December. 
He was asked for his impression of “this 
big city of steel and concrete with its Neon 
glare. Said he, “If I owned Chicago, I’d 
trade it for 140 acres.” But not all rural 
youth feel this way. They flock to the cities 
by the thousands and the average age of ar­
rival is nineteen years. The country still 
gives to the city much of her best blood.

There has always been sin in the country 
but it used to be frowned upon. Today, the 
country as well as the city suffers from the 
let-down in moral ideals which always fol­
lows war. “According to the Federal Bu­
reau of Investigation, crime in city areas 
increased over seven per cent in 1946 as 
compared with the previous year. In rural 
areas the increase was fourteen per cent.”

In the same week two newspapers pub­
lished in two widely separated Southern 
states, carried accounts of the deaths of two 
young girls under almost exactly the same 
circumstances. In both instances there were 
several couples of young people engaging 
in sordid affairs in highway cabins in rural 
sections. At least one of the unfortunate 
\ ictims was herself from 
the country. This uras 
not just a coincident 
a n d rural mothers 
should be deeply con­
cerned about their 
young people.

Many forms of organ- ■ 
ized sin have moved out 
to the country. Gamb­
ling and illegal hand­
ling of alcoholic beverages thrive in some 
roadside filling stations, making it diffi­
cult for those who want to make an 
honest, honorable living in a small rural 
enterprise. In some states that are supposed 
to have “dry” territory, the liquor interests 
get the cities detached from the rural 
areas, so they can win elections and put 
liquor in the cities. If the alcoholic traffic 
can change the sentiment in the rural sec­
tions, their battle will have been won and 
they will have “open saloons” everywhere.

Along with murder and drunkenness, 
rural youths are committing thefts; they 
are gambling recklessly. Rural teen-agers 
play deadly games called "Russian Rou­
lette” and “On Your Mark" with cars on 
highways and in adjacent towns. Police are 
appealing for the co-operation of parents 
in the difficult task of breaking this up. 
The only safeguard for rural young people 
today is the power to make right choices 
which comes from strong moral and Chris­
tian character.

It seems Satan has moved additional 
forces into the country because by winning 
there he can influence our whole nation.

When Christ Dominates 
There is Greatness

In former years it was easier to hear 
Christ’s voice in the country. Satan had not 
become so active and the city was not so 
attractive. The network of modem high­
ways had not yet penetrated every nook 
and corner of remotest rural sections.

Country churches were the center of 
social and religious life and trieef to meet 
the challenge of their day. They majored 
on teaching the Bible and doctrine. The 
members looked upon their pastors with 
confidence and respect. Many pastors 
could quote from memory chapter after 
chapter, even whole books of the Bible.

They spent nights and 
days in the homes of the 
community and w’ere the 
heroes of the boys and 
girls. Fathers and mothers 
dedicated their children to 
God and prayed that they 
might become preachers. 
They did not teach their 
children that the chief aim 
of life is to make money

and seek p’easure. The marvelous life of 
the late Dr. E. Y. Mullins, noted theol­
ogian and president of the Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, is one example 
of sqph influences. He was born to Godly 
parents in a rural home. His father rejoiced 
when this first born son arrived and prayed 
that God would call him into the ministry.

The Sunday schools may have been 
poorly organized but they majored on 
reading and memorizing the Scriptures. 
Pupils could give as many as a thousand 
verses at one recitation. Many of the verses, 
dropped down into one’s permanent men­
tal record and’lay there, actually forgotten, 
for years. Then in some deep experienc 
and need, those long waiting passages 
would bubble up, as refreshing as the 
waters from an old spring.

Dr. Hight C. Moore had experience in 
such a Sunday school in a little rural 
church with a one-room building. In a 
memory contest, the summer he was seven 
years old he recited nearly 800 Bible verses. 
Small wonder that he has been such an in­
fluence in our convention and still edits 
“Points for Emphasis” after retiring.

ROYAL SERVICE ☆ APRIL 1949



Only Heaven can measure what Christ- 
dominated rural churches did for their 
Lord and for our denomination! They 
produced such met; as Matthew T. Yates, 
John W. Lowe, J. B. Gambrell, A. T. Rob­
ertson, John R. Sampey and George W. 
Truett. It is significant that rural Chris­
tian homes and country churches molded 
the young lives of the president of our 
Southern Baptist Convention, the secretary 
of our Foreign Mission Board and of our 
Home Mission Board, and the president of 

^>ur Southern Baptist Seminary in Louis­
ville. Along with these are other hundreds 
of men who honored their rural homes 
and churches as they went out to serve in 
God-appointed places. Typical of these is 
Dr. John E. Briggs of Washington, D. C. 
Recently retired, he de­
scribed himself as a 
‘‘very unpromising, 
timid, awkard, rural 
lad” when he was licens­
ed to preac-h by his 
home church “on Satur­
day before the third 
Sunday in August, 
1894.” But that rural 
lad filled fifty-four years 
of pastoring large 
churches in Atlanta, 

■ Georgia, and Washington, D C., with deeds 
' of service and love for his Master. He bap­

tized more than 4,000 people, received 6,000 
into church membership, married 5,000 
couples and ‘‘climbed enough stairs to 
reach to the moon.” Meanwhile his inter­
est and love for his home church, now over 
a hundred years old, have never ceased.

When Christ dominates greatness goes 
out to all the world.

When Christ Dominates
There is Progress

To keep pace with scientific and material 
progress and better rural educational sys­
tems, numbers of country churches wisely 
adapted their plans. As a result, many 
changes have taken place in the last thirty 
years. Thousands of rural churches have 
either died, moved, reorganized or consoli­
dated with others. But more than 10,000 
new ones have been organized and today 
19,531 of the 26,823 churches in our South­
ern Baptist Convention arc -located in the 
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open country and small villages. For the 
organization of new churches, the five year 
period, 1945-1950 promises to be the great­
est in Southern Baptist history.

Much progress has been made. For in­
stance, in 1920 more than 7,000 of our 
churches did not have a Sunday school, 
now only 1,000. Then more than 17,000 of 
our churches had only once a month 
preaching services, now only 6,000. All the 
others have preaching more than once a 
month, and 12,331 churches (including 
both city and country churches) have 
preaching every Sunday. The pages of our 
state Baptist papers are sparkling with 
reports of fourth or half-time churches, 
moving up to half and full-time preaching 
and building modern parsonages, so their 

pastors can live on the 
field.

There have also been 
large increases in enrol­
ment and attendance in 
all of the organizations 
of the churches, net in­
creases in membership, 
larger contributions to 
missions, surprising 
gains in number of Va­
cation Bible schools 
held, and much im­

provement in church buildings. There is 
no doubt about the material progress of 
our rural churches and where Christ domi­
nates, spiritual development has kept pace. 

A New Day for the Country
Today the country has ‘‘come into it’s 

own.” It is a far cry from 1908 wlien 
President Theodore Roosevelt appointed 
the first Country Life Commission. Then 
Congress was so indifferent that they de­
clined to have the report of the Commis­
sion published for the use of the public. 
Today, from our President down, it seems 
that everybody has become rural-minded. 
All of this has tremendous implications for 
the country church and its future.

For years our National and State Depart­
ments of Agriculture, and our educational 
institutions have been sponsoring programs 
of practical and helpful services for farm­
ers and rural areas. These get down to 
counties and local communities by way of 
Soil Conservationists, County F<irm Agents,
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Home Demonstration workers, and the 
youth adaptations—4-H Clubs and Future 
Farmers of America. They have really 
worked miracles in stepping up the prog­
ress of rural sections and preserving our 
natural resources. Rural mail service and 
road building have also played significant 
roles along with improved educational fa­
cilities. More recent developments for the 
benefit of rural inhabitants arc Ruritan 
National clubs, special Rural Departments 
and Rural Conferences in National and 
State Health Organizations and National 
and State Recreation Associations. For in­
stance, the Illinois State Medical Society, 
with the help of the Illinois Agricultural 
Association, has established a $100,000 loan 
fund to be used for medical students from 
the country, who will return to small towns 
lor their practice.

Electric power and telephone companies 
are working day and night to extend their 
services to every rural community. It seems 
(hat the public in general is demanding 
that rural people have just as many ad- 
\ antages and conveniences as city people. 
This is most commendable and shows ap­
preciation of the great contribution made 
by rural people to the life of our nation. 
It is also recognition of rural possibilities 
for adding to the volume of business. 

Many Religious Groups at Work
The Catholic Church, long regarded 

a church of the city, has established a very 
active Department of National Catholic 
Rural Life, with full-time workers. One of 
its activities is locating Catholic families 
out in strategic rural centers.

The Federal Council of Churches has a 
strong Committee on Town and Country 
which publishes a monthly journal, “Town 
and Country Church.”

Presbyterians, Methodists, Northern Bap­
tists, Lutherans and Congregational-Chris- 
tians all have special Rural Life Depart-

ROYAL SERVICE

ments and for the last two or three years 
have sponsored annual Rural Life Confer­
ences.

The Honorable W. Kerr Scott is the 
product of a rural home and community, 
which for 191 years has been decidedly in­
fluenced by a Presbyterian Church, de­
scribed as "a rural church of distinction.” 
In an address before the North Carolina 
Cotton Growers Cooperative Association 
and the North Carolina Farmers' Coopera­
tive Exchange, Governor Scott said: “No 
part of the rural community is more im­
portant than the church. Research has 
proved, and we all know it to be true, that 
wherever you see a good rural church, 
there you will see a prosperous farming 
community. On the other hand, wherever 
the rural church is run-down and dying on 
the vine, so to speak, you will find a farm­
ing community that is run-down at the 
heels. In too many instances we have al­
lowed the rural church to decline both in 
architectural and spiritual effectiveness. 
The "influence of rural churches is felt 
throughout the world. We must see that 
this influence is not permitted to lose its 
strength, but is broadened and made 
stronger in every way possible. We cannot 
do this with run-down country churches 
and careless church membership.”

The late Thomas L. Bailey, recently 
Governor of Mississippi, grew up in a little 
rural Methodist church and was always 
a strong supporter of anything that would 
benefit the rural life of his state and its 
country churches. In 1946, under his lead­
ership, the people of Mississippi helped to 
prove that rural churches do not exist to 
serve themselves only but that their influ­
ence is felt throughout the world by pre­
senting to the farmers of Greece two ship­
loads—1,692 head in all—of fine bred dairy 
cattle.

Governor Bailey said in a radio address 
delivered on The Methodist Hour, “These 
little country churches . . . are recognized



as the seedbed of religion for this nation 
of ours . . . These churches have furnish^!, 
and still furnish, the preachers, the bishops 
and the church statesmen to our great 
Methodist Church. Therefore, if we are to 
expect wise and continued strong leader­
ship in our church, we must strengthen the 
life and ministry of the rural churches of 
Methodism.”

Baptists’ Rural Program
More than ten years ago, Dr. J. B. Lawr­

ence made a special study of the rural situ­
ation in our Southland and led our Con­
vention through the Home Mission Board, 
to do something about it. Later surveys 
and more intensive studies reveal that 
eighty per cent of our missionaries, denom­
inational leaders, pastors, church work­
ers and Sunday school teachers come from 
the country churches. Of all ’the children 
in Baptist homes, eighty per cent are in 
rural communities and thousands of them 
are receiving no religious training what­
ever. Sixty-five per cent of all Southern 
Baptists belong to rural or small town 
churches. ■'

As a beginning effort, Mr. Percy Ray was 
asked to take an adjacent section of Mis­
sissippi and Tennessee and through actual 
experiments formulate a plan and pattern 
of work that would be practical elsewhere. 
In ten years he had baptized more than 
7,000 converts, had built 27 rural church 
houses, helped each congregation to adopt

Tune In!
Saturday night, March 26, 

tune in from 9 to 10 C.S.T. to 
Columbia, American or Mutual 
Systems.

”ONE GREAT HOUR" 
Nationwide Christian presenta­
tion in behalf of needy multi­
tudes of China and Asia. A un­
ique program you should hear.

•f 1
Set your radio for

"THE BAPTIST HOUR” 
Sunday mornings, April to June, 
7:30 C.S.T.; Dr. J. D. Grey will 
speak each Sunday. Worship 
with others across the continent 

a financial plan that included the Coopera­
tive Program and to find worthy, progres­
sive pastors. Nearly 8,000 new churches 
have been organized in the open country 
since 1920.

Three years ago, a regular Department 
of Rural Missions was set up in our Home 
Mission Board and Dr. John D. Freeman, 
experienced rural church specialist, became 
its field secretary. A plan was worked out 
whereby the Home Mission Board and 
State Mission Boards co-operated in the 
promotion of the work in each state. This 
plan is to:

1. Discover and give publicity to conditions, need 
and accomplishments in rural areas.

2. Co-operate with associational workers in as- 
sociational wide evangelistic, missionary and stew­
ardship efforts.

3. Revitalize the rural churches in strategic places 
where they have declined and establish strong 
church centers in new and unchurched fields where 
needed.

4. Co operate in enlisting, supporting and help­
ing rural pastors in their tasks.

5. Encourage rural churches to secure better 
buildings and equipment, to create pride in the 
appearance of the church house and grounds.

6. Help the rural pastors and churches to better 
understand their denominational program and to 
participate in it.

7. Co-operate with other agencies in making the 
rural church more helpful and rural life more 
attractive.

All over our convention territory, inter­
est and concern have steadily mounted un­
til every state now has some definite Bap 
tist program for rural areas. Associational 
missionaries give their full time to the 
work. If the local association cannot sup­
port a missionary, and one is needed, an 
appeal may be made to the State and Home 
Mission Boards. These missionaries are a 
great help in every way to all the churches 
of the association and many times organize 
needed new churches.

Rural conferences are held in strategic 
places in the state, usually lasting several 
days. To them are brought the’best talent 
and experience of specialists in rural work. 
They arc usually sponsored jointly by the 
State Mission Board, the Home Mission 
Board and some local institution that can 
provide free entertainment for the attend­
ing rural pasors.

Another plan is the associational School 
of Missions held for a week with a different 
missionary speaker each night in every 

* APRIL 1949

church in the association. The missionaries 
also teach mission study classes, hold con­
ferences on methods, make talks for civic 
club meetings, school chapel periods, etc. 
The missionaries are entertained by the as­
sociation and travel expenses provided. As 
many subscriptions as possible are to be se­
cured to our mission magazines and state 
denomination?# paper.

In one association, this effort was called 
“A Mission Revival." Interest in all phases 
of mission work was revived and strength­
ened and many people saw and heard mis­
sionaries for the first time. School children 
were thrilled and principals and teachers 
asked, "Why didn’t we know enough about 
it before to have them speak to our chil­
dren every day?” Such a project is a co­
operative effort sponsored jointly by As­
sociational, State, Home, and Foreign Mis­
sion Boards and state Woman’s Mission­
ary Unions.

Fine as is the work that our denomina­
tion is doing, many feel that it is not 
enough because of particular omens of the 
present day.

One cannot help but feel that serious 
times are ahead of us and we are going to 
need these rural churches to help preserve 
Christian principles.

The Rural Church Challenges 
Our City Churches

The rural church work being done by 
our denomination through our Home Mis­
sion Board, presents to the city church an 
opportunity to pay the debt it owes to the 
country church. In addition to supporting 
this program financially through the Co­
operative Program, individuals and groups 
from a city church can go out to strengthen 
and encourage the rural neighbor church. 
This is bread cast upon the waters.

Today, Beulah Association in North 
Carolina is outstanding in its work. Twen­
ty-five years ago, it was not. There was 
only one church which was considered a 
town church. Eighteen others were either 
small village or rural churches. W. F. 
West went to be pastor at that town 
church. In addition to doing a marvelous 
work in his own church, he constantly 
gave himself to the development of the 
whole association. Often he drove miles in 
different directions to gather up three or

ADD TO YOUR STUDY
OF THE RURAL COMMUNITY

Free from our Home Mission Board
161 Spring St., N. W., Atlanta 3, Ga.:
Leaflets on Rural Church Enlargement 
Film Catalog of slides and movies

*■ z
Priced from Ralph A. Felton
Drew University, Madison, N. J.:
The Home of the Rural Pastor

A study of 1171 parsonages in 47 States 
and 12 denominations. Contains sugges­
tions for improving parsonages, also 
many floor plans for new ones, 70 
photographs <40c a copy)

The Lord's Acre
A study of 151 churches using the 
Lord’s Acre Plan, (15c a copy)

One Foot on the Land
Stories of 16 successful rural churches, 
(35c a copy)

A Hundred Qafnes for Rural Communities 
A guide to help leaders carry on an ef­
fective program of recreation, (30c a 
copy)

four rural pastors, that together they 
might go to encourage and inspire another 
one. Each year meetings were planned in 
which all the pastors of the association 
went to each church on a different day for 
an inspirational program of missions and 
stewardship. The Associational W.M.U. 
Superintendent went to contact the women 
of the church. The host church provided 
food and all enjoyed a wonderful fellow­
ship as well as a spiritual feast. Over and 
over this "big brother” pastor talked mis­
sions and stewardship, stewardship and 
missions, not only to the churches but to 
the pastors. He believed and practiced 
what he said and his zeal and enthusiasm 
were contagious. Today this association 
has a record of work that few associations 
can equal and much of the foundation goes 
back to the working of God through that 
"city pastor” and his people. Many church­
es have been added to the association, some 
newly organized, some revived and others 
joining, making the present number thirty- 
two.

Now a young woman associational mis­
sionary, with almost the identical mission 
and stewardship zeal and enthusiasm, 
drives the highways of Beulah Association 
in a "Beulah Buggy.” Between her fre­
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quent personal visits to each local church 
she sends messages in a mimeographed 
"Beulah Bugle.” Every one of the thirty- 
two churches in“the association contributes 
to the Cooperative Program and to all state 
plans. Every church has a good Sunday 
school and an active Woman’s Missionary 
Society with auxiliaries. Several have effi­
cient Training'Unions. Each church has a 
revival meeting every year and every 
church is "signed up" for a Vacation Bible 
school this summer. All but three had 
schools last summer.

When Mr. West began this work, his 
was the only full-time church in the as­
sociation. Now there are five full-time 
churches and all the others have made 
notable progress toward that goal. Two 
parsonages have been purchased, five new 
ones have been built and another one is 
in progress. Eight new church buildings 
have been erected and two hew educational 
buildings. Long pastorates have been a 
characteristic of the association. During 
this twenty-five year period, seven preach­
ers have ’ gone out from three of the 
churches.

'Die Rural Church
Challenges Pastors

Any God-called preacher to-day should 
be challenged by a chance to become pastor 
of a rural churchl Could there be greater 
possibilities for worth-while investment of 
life and talents? For the man who is al­
ready a rural pastor, there is the challenge 
of better preparation and a more sacrificial 
giving of all one has to the task, in order 
to successfully meet the demands of this 
present situation. Speaking to pastors, Ar­
thur W. Hewitt, in "Highland Shepherds" 
says: "We must bruise our feet on the old 
unroyal road . . . The spiritual pulpit is 
on a mountain of jagged rock, high and 
lifted up. Don’t be content with a wooden 
pulpit. Rural preacher, climb! Through 
every failure and shame and bitter discour­
agement, with stumbling of aching feet, go 
|iip to that other pulpit where at length 
you shall speak from the mountain of in­
spiration, true ‘angelos’ of God.”

In many places, pioneer rural pastors 
and their families have paid the price of 
discouragement and inconvenient living 
conditions to lay worthy foundations. To­

day, the harvest is ready to be reaped. Un­
saved thousands are awaiting the touch of 
consecrated rural pastors, and soul-win­
ning continues to 
of a minister. In

be the pre-eminent work
this, rural churches still 

lead our whole Southern Baptist Conven­
tion. In 1947 it took an average of 30.8 city 
church members to win a soul to Christ 
but only 21.3 rural church members.

The present situation challenges the big­
gest and best men there are. Whatever 
sect or denomination furnishes them will
dominate the religious life of the South 
and "as goes the country so goes the 
South.” Here is an opportunity for develop­
ing Christian statesmen for a day of des­
tiny.

The Rural Church Challenges 
Women and Woman’s Missionary 
Societies

Christ has an important place for women 
in the rural church. One docs not often see 
a missionary program functioning in a 
church that docs not have at least one or 
more missionary-minded women. So long 
as the real greatness of a church is meas­
ured by its missionary spirit and program, 
women can make their rural churches 
great.

In a certain fourth-time church, one lone 
woman kept the missionary spirit alive for 
years. When she died others took up the 
torch, stirred by her faithfulness. As time 
went on there came to be an efficient 
Woman's Missionary Society with auxili­
aries and the church now includes the Co­
operative Program in its regular giving.

In another small, fourth-time church the 
president of the missionary society had a 
God-given conviction that churches ought 
not raise their money by serving suppers, 
stews, selling extracts, old clothes, etc. As 
a result, she and the W.M.S. members not
only gave but they worked diligently to 
help a group of men and the pastor build, 
largely with their own hands, a nice church 
building with Sunday school rooms. The 
spirit of the whole church was strengthened 
as they saw how the Lord rewarded faith 
and obedience. Church pride and interest 
grew as the missionary spirit developed and 
now the building is beautifully furnished 
with a modern heating system- and plans 
arc under way for the building of a par-

Godsey for Monkmeycr 

asket-making in the Ozarks: rural and isolated 
’ctions continue their skilled handcrafts

sonagc and the location of a pastor on the 
Held. Both of these churches are located in 
the midst of Primitive Baptist strongholds 
and at first many did not believe in Sun­
day school, much less missions. Now in 
Schools of Missions even classes for the 
men arc well attended.

The influence of rural churches has been 
greatly enlarged and strengthened by the 
efficient functioning of W.M.U. auxili­
aries. A certain woman has been a Sun­
beam Band leader for thirty-eight years. A 
few years ago, the church observed the 
sixtieth anniversary of the organization of 
Sunbeam Bands. One of the most inspiring 
things on the day’s program was the testi­
mony of young ministers who had gone out 
from that church and were then serving in 
other states. They said they received their 
first missionary inspiration through that 
Sunbeam leader and many of the influ­
ences conditioning their response to the 
call to the ministry dated back to their 
early days in this Sunbeam Band.

In a certain village, the spiritual and 
doctrinal life of the members of the Bap­
tist Church became so degenerated that the 
Russellites took it over. The associational 
missionary, with courage of a John the 
Baptist, realized the situation, held a re­
vival and straightened things out. The 
church was reorganized, a missionary pas­
tor called, a Sunday school started and a 
missionary society organized. The new lead­

ers took their task seriously. Many were 
tithers. Some of the W.M.S. members cov­
enanted with each other to pray that some 
young person in their church would an­
swer God’s call to preach. As a proof of 
their faith they each set a hen. They were 
to sell all the chickens raised to contribute 
to the education and training of that 
young person. The young people did not 
know about this but God did.

After some months had passed, the pas­
tor preached a sermon on the dedication 
of life to Christ’s service and called for 
volunteers. Even the women were surprised 
to see three volunteering. One went as a 
missionary, the other two are serving their 
denomination worthily as pastors. Later 
two more answered God’s call. Every mis­
sionary society, whose church has never had 
a volunteer for definite Christian service 

■

should pray toward that end.
The church in a tiny village had to close 

its doors but two women of the missionary 
society were not willing to give' up. For 
years and years, they continued to send 
their Cooperative Program gifts in to their 
state headquarters in the name of the so­
ciety. After a long time, with the efforts 
of an adult man whom God called to 
preach and with the help of a neighbor 
pastor and associational leaders, the church 
was revived and is today doing a splendid 
work. What if these two women had given 
up also?

Rural churches give wonderful opportu­
nities for women of missionary societies of 
city churches to help, encourage and 
strengthen as well as to revive and bring 
into being new organizations, even new 
churches.

Christ Challenges Rural Churches
A church that does not serve its God­

given mission, deserves to be done away 
with. Is your church limping along in the 
ruts or methods used fifty or more years 
ago? Is yours a fourth-time church with a 
non-resident pastor? Is your church losing 
its young people and having little or no 
influence as far as changing the life of the 
community is concerned?

The time is far spent and someone needs 
to become concerned enough to do some­
thing about it before Satan closes the 
doors of weak churches. Even one or two
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women can change the trend, if they will 
seek a vision from God, then carry it out.

Are there fourth-time churches in the 
New Testament? Even if your church is 
half-time couldn’t it provide a home for a 
resident pastor and have his full-time serv­
ices? Thousands of others are doing it with 

4he help and leadership of God. And they 
are finding that it pays in every way. It 
even raises the value of land in a commu­
nity. Christ purchased the church with his 
warm life’s blood. Now he needs some of 

•our cold cash to enable him to pour out his 
blessings upon families and surrounding 
communities through a warmhearted 
church and a trained, resident pastor on 
fire for God. We are now in a new day for 
the country and small village church.

In our seminaries are young men and 
women who feel called of God to serve in 
rural churches. In the Southwestern Semi­
nary in Fort Worth, Dr. T. B. Maston 
teaches a class on ‘‘The Church and Prob­
lems of the JR.ural South.” Of the 65 en­
rolled in thi's class, ‘‘Forty-one rather defi­
nitely feel'that their work is to be perman­
ently in the rural areas.” In “The Tie” of 
June, 1947, publication of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
there appeared a picture of 38 persons who 
are ‘‘volunteers for life service in the rural 
churches.” The caption said that these were 
"some" of a ‘‘large group.” Dr. R. Q. Leav- 
ell, president of the New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, says: “Something 

I more than one half of the students in our 
Seminary are the products of rural 
churches. About the same percentage would

Are You Wasting Money?
When you order literature and supplies 

sent C.O.D. you have to pay at least 20c 
above the cost of your purchas^. If your 
bill is $5.00 or more the C.O.D. charge is 
35c. This C.O.D. charge is made by the 
postal system not by W.M.U.

Why not figure up the amount of your 
bill and remit with your order? Refer to 
W.M.U. Year Rook, to manuals, or to 
magazines for announced prices. It will 
take only a minute to be accurate, and 
you can save at least 20c by not ordering 
C.OJ). 

prevail among the volunteers for life serv­
ice.”

In former years, practically every semi- 
nary student who was not a volunteer for 
missions, was headed for town and city 
churches. Surely it is God s plan to get 
these two—the rural church that wants to 
meet the challenge and the well-trained, 
consecrated minister who feels called to the 
country—together. As Dr. L. G. Frey say 
in “Romance of Rural Churches”: “If these 
sleeping giants (rural churches) are given 
the proper pastoral care they will rise, 
shake themselves, and carry the Commis­
sion to the ends of the earth.”

Which description do we wish applied to 
our rural churches: little members provid­
ing a little house on a little ground, with a 
little equipment, where a little preacher 
preaches little things to little people? Or a 
big house, on beautified grounds, with suf­
ficient equipment, where a God-called, 
trained pastor with a worthy salary preach­
es a great gospel to great people?

Power for the Task!
Even one person can contact her associa- 

tional missionary, or her State Mission 
Board, asking for the help given by the 
Home Mission Board for revitalizing local 
churches. There are many free, printed 
helps relating to successful financial plans, 
church enlargement programs, suggestions 
for church libraries, church recreation, 
church music, church building plans, par­
sonage plans, church busses, nurseries and 
all the regular church organizations.

But back of all this must be that divine 
urge—that God-given something that makes 
one feel as if she would die if she could not 
do something. Power from on high is 
stored up in God awaiting our tapping it. 
It was not fine buildings, equipment, train­
ed choirs—not things that produced our 
present great leaders—but a spiritual envi­
ronment and spiritual power that came 
from the study of God’s Word and obedi­
ent living close to him. Today we need 
both things and power, and both are avail­
able. City churches and rural churches 
must join in prayer that all shall be bless­
ed with impelling power. Let us rise up, 
accept Christ’s challenge and live in this 
day of destiny with such steadfast witness 
wherever we arc in country qf in city.

THE RISEN LORD
"He is not here: for he is risen, 
as he said ....’’ Matthew 28:6

* indicates missionaries on furlough

The Resurrection Foretold
Job asked the vital question, “If a man die, shall he live again?” He answered his own 

question. David had foresight into the facts of the resurrection. Jesus told his disciples several 
times about his resurrection, although they did not grasp the fulness of its meaning.

FRIDAY, April 1 
Job 14:7-14

SATURDAY, April 2 
Job 19:21-27

Sunday, April 3 
Psalm 16

MONDAY, April 4 
Acts 2:22-28

TUESDAY, April 5 
Acts 3:13-16

Wednesday, April 6
Acts 4:23-33

Thursday, April 7
Matthew 26:26-32

Friday, April 8
Mark 8:27-31

Saturday, April 9 
John 11:18-27

As children of Cod saved by the blood of his Son, wc need no proof of the resurrection. 
The empty tomb and his witness bearing witness with our spirit give proof enough that we 
sene a risen Lord. The Scriptures bear infallible proof in the testimonies of the witnesses who 
saw Christ and talked with hint after he arose, and watched him ascend unto heaven.

SUNDAY, April 10 
Matthew 28:1-7

Monday, April 11 
Acts 1:1-11

TUESDAY, April 12 
Mark 16:9-18

WEDNESDAY, April 13 
Luke 24:13-27

Rcinaldo Medina, San Juan y Martinez, Rev. and Mrs. Juan Naran­
jo, Aguacate, Rev. and Mrs. Cirilo Mogena, Taguayabon, Rev. and 
Mrs. Manuel Millan, San Cristobal, Cuba, evangelism
Catherine Walker, Rev. and Mrs. J. G. Morris, Tsingtao, China, 
evangelism, Rev. and Mrs. Charles L. Culpepper, Jr., Rev. and Mrs. 
Max E. Pettit, language school in Philippine Islands
Rev. and Mrs. J. L. Hart, emeritus, Rev. and Mrs. J. I. Miller, 
Valparaiso, Ruby Howse, Temuco, Chile, educational evangelism
Annual meeting of the Woman’s Missionary Union of River Plate; 
Rev. and Mrs. N. J. Rodriguez, Camajuani, Rev. and Mrs. Enrique 
Pina, Colon, Rev. and Mrs. Rafael Ocana, Caibarien, Cuba, 
evangelism
State W.M.U. Annual Meetings, April 5-7: Kentucky, Louisville; 
Louisiana, Monroe; Floryne Miller, Kokura, Elizabeth Watkins, 
Tobata, Japan, educational evangelism
Missouri Annual Meeting, St. Joseph; Rev. and Mrs. F. C. Rowland, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, Rev. and Mrs. Marvin Sorrels, Sells, 
Arizona, evangelism among Indians
Mrs. W. H. Sears, Mrs. W. E. Sallee, Mrs. C. C. Marriott, Mrs. L. W. 
Pierce, China, emeritus
Lillian Thomason, Edna E. Teal, Annie M. Sandlin, Elizabeth Rea, 
China, emeritus
Relief and Annuity Board, Dr. Walter Alexander, Secretary; Dr.
S. M. Sowell, Mrs. R. F. Elder, Argentina, emeritus

Proof of the Resurrection

Lucy Wright, Wuchow, Dr. A. W. Yocum, Chengchow, Dr. and 
Mrs. J. N. Bryan, Kunshan, China, medical evangelism
Rev. and Mrs. Orvil W. Reid, Guadalajara, Mexico, Evangelina 
Lopez, Belen, New Mexico, educational evangelism, Rev. and Mrs. 
Soslencs Martinez, Beeville, Texas, Rev. and Mrs. Ismael Negrin, 
Key West, Florida, evangelism
Annual meeting of the Woman’s Missionary Union of Cuba; Rev. 
and Mrs. H. W. Schweinsberg, Rev. and Mrs. T. L. Neely, Lillian 
Williams, Baranquilla, Colombia, evangelism
Christian literature and church libraries; Dr. and Mrs. A. Y. Napier, 
Rev. and Mrs. E. L. Morgan, China, emeritus, Constance Morgan, 
Margaret Fund student — -
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Thursday, April 14 
Luke 24:28-35

FRIDAY, April 15- 
John 20:19-30

Saturday, April 16 
, John 21:1-14

Sunday, April 17 
1 Corinthians 
15:12-23

Monday, April 18 
1 Peter 1:3-9

TUESDAY, April 19 
Acts 17:22-31

Wednesday, April 20
Acts 24:10-21

Thursday, April 21 
Acts 13:16-31

Rev. and Mrs. J. B. Silva, Tampa, Florida, evangelism among Cu- 
bans, Rev. and Mrs. Carlos H. Rios, San Antonio, Rev. and Mrs. 
Emmett Rodriguez, Kerrville, Texas, evangelism, Adelaida, Elias 
Rodriguez, Margaret Fund students
Rev. C. A. Pugh, Kansas City, Missouri, Rev. S. A. Cooper, St. 
Joseph, Louisiana, Rev. W. T. Watts, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
educational evangelism among their own Negro race
Katie Murray, Kweilin, *Bonnie Jean Ray, Tsingtao, China, Dr. 
and Mrs. Frank Woodward, Hilo, TH., evangelism, Glenna Wood­
ward, Margaret Fund student

The Hope of the Resurrection
If Christ be not risen, then is our salvation vain. Our hope is in a risen Christ. Our justi­

fication depends upon it. To Paul the resurrection is essential to the gospel. "Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures; that he arose . . . according to the scriptures."

Rev. and Mrs. H. D. Stein, Mrs. Leona Woll forth, Amelia Rappold, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, evangelism

Ruth Womack, *Dr. Roberta J. Cox, Joinkrama, Dr. and Mrs. 
W. J. Williams, Ogbomosho, Nigeria, medical evangelism
Rev. and Mrs. W. B. Sherwood, Campo Grande, Rev. and Mrs. C. 
W. Dickson, Joao Pessoa, Alma Jackson, Goyania, Brazil, evangelism
Rev. and Mrs. M. E. Brantley, Port Harcourt, Mildred Crabtree, 
Agbor, educational evangelism, Vivian Nowell, Lagos, Nigeria, 
secretarial evangelism
Annual meeting of the Woman’s Missionary Union of Italy; Jose­
phine Ward, Dr. and Mrs. B. L. Nichols, Rev. and *Mrs. H. H. 
Snuggs, Shanghai, China, educational evangelism

Friday, April 22
Acts 23:6-9

.Saturday, April 23
Romans 10:4-15

Hazel Irene Smith, Buenos Aires, Rev. and Mrs. Z. Paul Freeman, 
Tucuman, Rev. and Mrs.-H. H. Culpepper, Santiago, Chile, educa­
tional' evangelism
Rev. and Mrs. Delio Capiro, Ranchuclo, Rev. and Mrs. Juan B. 
berrer, San Antonio de los Banos, Cuba, evangelism, Eunice Ferrer, 
Margaret Fund student

The Triumph of the Resurrection
Each Sunday is a reminder of the triumph of Christ over the tomb. Death could not keep 

its prey. Out of the grave came our Lord triumphant over sin and death. Because he arose, he 
lives, and because he lives, he is coming again. The glorious fact of the resurrection should be 
a cure for all. our hours of darkness and despair.

Sunday, April 24 
John 5:24-29

Monday, April 25 
Luke 14:12-15

Tuesday, April 26
Romans 1:1-7

Wednesday, April 27
Philippians 3:7-14

Dr. R. E. Pettigrew, Rev. and Mrs. A. B. Christie, Mrs. A. L. Dun 
stan, Mrs. C. A. Baker, Brazil, emeritus, Clifton Baker, Margaret 
Fund student
Annual ipeeting of the Woman’s Missionary Union of Nigeria, 
April 25-26; Mr. and Mrs. James A. Foster, Philippine Islands, #Dr. 
Jeanette E. Beall, Tsingtao, *Dr. and Mrs. N. A. Bryan, Yangchow, 
China, medical evangelism
Annual meeting of the Woman's Missionary Union of Mexico, 
Monterrey, April 26-27; Rev. and Mrs. Hiram F. Duffer, Jr., El 
Paso, Texas, Rev. and Mrs. James D. Crane, Torreon, Mexico, edu­
cational evangelism
Margaret Collins, Philippine Islands, Dr. and Mrs. Frank H. Con- 
nely, Shanghai, Addie E. Cox, Wuwei, China, evangelism

THURSDAY, April 28 
1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18

Friday, April 29 
1 Corinthians 
15:50-57

Saturday, April 30 
Romans 8:32-39

INSTALLATION
We installed new officers 

of the Johnson County, 
Missouri Federation of Busi­
ness Woman’s Circles. First 
Baptist Church, Warrens­
burg, Missouri, was host to 
a splendid banquet at which 
there were many enthusias­
tic and interested business 
women.

Beulah Wilson, vice-presi­
dent, Missouri Federation of 
Business Woman’s Circles, 
installed the officers. She 
used a candle lighting serv­
ice. A booklet giving the 
duties of each officer was 
attached to each candle.

We are looking forward 
to our first meeting of Mis­
souri Federation of B.W.C. 
in conjunction with W.M.- 
U. Annual Meeting at St. 
Joseph, Missouri in April. 
We know it will give much 
impetus to all Missouri 
B.W.C’s.

CHANGE IN CHINA

The not-so-old but grow­
ing B.W.C. Federation of 
Baltimore District has out­
standing semiannual supper 
meetings. Recently 125 busi­
ness women heard Dr. 
Chien Liu speak on “Mis­
sions and Medicine in 
China.” He is a graduate 
student with a Residency 
Fellowship at Johns Hop­
kins and gave a very inter­
esting story of the progress 

x>f medical missions. Dr. Liu 
closed his message by say­
ing: “China is in a great 
change and the world is in 
a great change. I do not 
know what the situation 
will be when I return home, 
but one thing I do know, 
and believe firmly is that 
there will be no change in 
the work for our Lord, and 
there will be no change in 
the preparation for the 
Kingdom of God to come.”

Miss Flora Sutton is 
B.W.C. President and Mrs. 
E. E. Weems Adviser.

BWC’s at Ridgecrest
Ridgecrest Invites Dili­

gent Gals, Every Circle 
Represented, Every Speak­
er Tops. August 4-10, 1949

A telegram acrostic about 
BWC Conference in connec­
tion with WMU Week at
Ridgecrest might read like 
the above. Or make it a 
jingle.

Come up to the mountains, 
BWC’s,

Be busy as bees, then rest— 
as you please.

Hear the great leaders, 
Meet new world friends, 
Learn about BWC— 
Joy never ends.

Anyway you word it the 
idea is to come to BWC| 
Conference.

hdinson County, Missouri B.W.C. Federation installation—the presi­
dent, Mrs. Chales Farley cf Sedalia, is at the extreme left; adviser, 
Mrs. IV. P. Arnold, also of Sedalia, at the extreme right. Beulah 
Wilson is in the center back of the open Bible and tall white candle.

Rev. and Mrs. Pablo Flores, Kenedy, Rev. L. Flores, Belton, Rev. 
Jose S. Flores, San Marcos, Mrs. Aurora R. de Morales, San Benito, 
Texas, educational evangelism among Spanish-speaking

Mrs. R. T. Bryan, Mrs. T. C. Britton, Mrs. R. E. Chambers, China, 
emeritus

Clifford Barratt, Kukong, Dr. and Mrs. J. D. Belote, Canton, Rev. 
and *Mrs. Earl Parker, Pingtu, China, evangelism, Betty Lou, 
Joseph E. Parker, Margaret Fund student's
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IT’S HAPPENING NOW! by Mattie Leila Watts

The world’s population is in­
creasing by at least fifty new 
additions eveiy minute. Can we 
Christians plan for such a 
growth? Can we use every means 
that a modern civilization places 
at our disposal—radio, litera­
ture, airplane, visual education 
and medical science—to contact 
these multitudes to give them 
the story of Jesus and his saving 
power? The answer will be 
found in the gifts every Chris­
tian makes for world evangeliza­
tion.

We have read with interest the account 
of the report of a special inquiry into the 
life and work oT women in the church, 
made before the meeting of the World 
Council of Churches in 1948. Question­
naires were sent to sixty countries, and un­
expectedly eager and passionate interest 
was expressed in the answers that come 
from fifty-eight of them. Many replies came 
from quiet, humble groups as well as from 
the large organizations.

All laid stress on the 
influence of women in 
and through their 
homes. All told of the 
vast contribution that 
Christian women are 
making through volun­
tary community service. 
They told of the simple 
informal direct evange­
listic work of winning 
neighbors a ,11,d friends 
to a knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. With amuse­
ment and thanksgiving 
we quote impressions 
made by this study up­
on a reporter: ‘‘First of all, and very strik- 

. ingly, is the positive contribution of worn- 
Jen to the life of the church. In a sense . . . 
this was already known; but in practice too 
often it has been taken for granted . . . 
These reports revealed such a mass of pa­
tient, unself-conscious, devoted and loving 
service of all kinds that this service shone 
out in a new light.”
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According to the Bishop of the National 

Lutheran Church of Finland, every seventh 
person in Finland is a displaced person; 
every fifteenth woman is a widow; every 
tenth child is a war orphan. Onet twentieth 
of the arable land no longer belongs to 
Finland; all the churches save two were 
burned; and licenses to build new ones 
may not be secured because of the hous­
ing shortage. Yet a great evangelistic pro­
gram is being led by pastors and 200 lav 
leaders. Mass meetings are reaching thou­
sands of people, particularly high school, 
university, and seminary students. The 

Bishop gives these three reasons for their 
ready acceptance of the gospel: almost every 
home has suffered the loss of a loved one 
through war; worldly possessions have be­
come unreliable; and the political situation 
is always threatening. ‘‘In these conditions 
men cannot live securely without seeking 
the world of unshakeable values, which 
gives to men a peace above all under­
standing.”
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This thought-provok­

ing warning comes to us 
from an authority in 
Africa: ‘‘Islam is defi­
nitely on the increase in 
the French colony of 
Dahomey, just west of 
Nigeria. Dahomey, until 
recently, had not been 
greatly affected by Mo­
hammedanism. Now the 
situation i s changing. 
Particularly striking is 
the attempt on the part 
of one Moslem Associa­
tion to pattern their 
missionary methods to a 

large degree after those used in Christian 
missions. Unless Christian missionary work 
in Dahomey is strengthened, it is likely that 
in the next few years, Islam, so much more 
difficult to deal with than paganism, will 
capture many of the people.”

/ 1

The people of China are constantly T)n 
our hearts during these days of trial and 
suspense. Much non-essential foreign per­
sonnel has already been evacuated, but, of 
course, missionaries are not non-essential. 
1 he attitude of most of them is expressed 
in these inspiring words of our Secretary 
for the Orient, Dr. J. B. Cauthen: “I have a 
duty here to perform. As long as it is pos­
sible for me to perform that duty I expect 
to stay here. When that is finished, or if 
the time comes when it is impossible for 
me to do anything more, if the Lord pro­
vides a way of deliverance, I shall take it 
gratefully; if not, I shall pray for grace to 
take whatever may come.”

OUR WORLD IN BOOKS
by Una Roberts Lawrence

SONG OF THE EARTH 
by Wentzell 
Christian Press, $2

The whole ^rth sings.” 
In this way the distinguish­
ed director of the Christian 
1 ducation Press of the 
Evangelical and Reformed 
Church takes his theme 
from the psalmist for this 
beautiful book of devotion­
al pictures and poetic 
prose. Rarely has a book 
more exquisitely combined 
pictures of nature in all her 
moods with words of mov­
ing spiritual import.

The author follows the 
year through the changing 
seasons on the land, bring­
ing a deepened apprecia­
tion of God’s recurring bles­
sings in nature. Written for 
everyone, it will bring to 
people living in the country 
an awareness of the beautv 
around them, all too often 
missed in the busy drudgery' 
of every day work. Old and 
young alike will enjoy the 
pictures, the limpid, rhyth­
mic prose, the few choice 
poems, and the deeply de 
xotional spirit in it all.

WHEN WE RE GREEN
WE GROW 

by McKimmon 
University of N.C., $3

This is a honey of a book! 
It tells the amazing, thrill­
ing story of the beginning 
of Home Demonstration 
work, and of the 4-H Club 
for the girls who clamored 
to join the Corn Clubs of 
(heir brothers. But it is

It is the story of those 
pioneers who met the dis­
aster of the boll weevil and 
the destruction of the one- 
trop economy of the South 
with a whole new concep­
tion of farm life. It is the 
story of changing rural life; 
of practical education car­
ried to the most remote

rfarm home; of the gospel of 
living at home relieving the 
pinch of poverty and the 
pangs of hunger.

Here are the brave begin­
nings of timid but persis­
tent women workers in the 
Department of Agriculture, 
launching far-reaching proj­
ects on shoeslHng finances. 
VVith lively touches of hu­
mor, the author gives many 
glimpses of the difficulties 
these women had trying to 
‘‘get somewhere” with their 
ideas in a man’s world. Most 
appealing of all are the 
stories of the heartbreaking- 
ly eager response from the 
women and girls of the 
farms. That the author was 
a vital part of all this adds 
much to the interest.

There are many stories 
woven together, little and 
big. There is the timid 
mountain girl who defied 
an angry father to come to 
the meeting to learn how to 
make bread. Then there is 
the thrilling story of the 
Washington meeting of.the 
little new international or­
ganization, Country Women 
of the World, so largely at­
tended by southern farm 
women that they made his­
tory. It is the story of a revo­
lution quietly changing the 
whole pace and nature of 
life in the nation’s most 
vital area, the homes and 
communities of its rural 
people, black and white.

There is much about the 
part the churches and 
schools played in this revo­
lution. The story will heart­
en, enlighten and stimulate 
our thinking about the 
place, power and possibili­
ties of our thousands of Bap­
tist churches in country and 
small town communities. 
Women and young people 
of city churches, as well as 
those in the country, should 
know this story, a vital sec­
tion of the history of our

a full pro- 
and recrea- 
church-cen- 
from little 
interests of

day and generation in the 
South.
GOOD TIMES IN THE

RURAL CHURCH 
by Schlingman, $1.25
RURAL WORSHIP 
by Wintermeyer, $1.25 
both from The Christian

Education Press
These two small books are 

unusual in subject and rich­
ly satisfying in content. The 
first covers the field of 
Christian recreation for 
community, church and 
home, with suggestions 
ranging from a year-round 
calendar for the church to 
hobbies and relaxing games 
for individuals and families. 
One of its best features is a 
section of book lists for the 
development of 
gram of hobbies 
tional activities, 
tered, ranging 
children to the 
old age.

Worship sendees, formal 
and informal, for congrega­
tion, group meetings and 
family use arc provided in 
the second book. Wise and 
helpful suggestions for con­
ducting truly worshipful 
meetings, and a section of 
prose and poetry of devo­
tional material make the 
book very practical. Intend­
ed for use especially in 
country churches, it would 
be helpful in any church. 
Directors of young people’s 
organizations will find it a 
rich source for devotional 
hours in camps and other 
outdoor meetings ofJR.A.’s, 
G.A.’s, and Y.W.A.’s.82 ROYAL SERVICE <i AI»RIL 1949



Your copy of
Royal Service

starts to you from this crowded 

table and hall. Boxes and bags 

leave only a dangerously nar­

row passage way. The wom­

en at work have only scant 

elbow room. If you could 
look all around at 1111 

Comer Building, y o u 
would be eager to supply 

the money for an ade- i

quate W.M.U. building. 1

W.M.U. Building Committee
on its first meeting in January. count on sour 
$100,000 and mote, in tribute to Miss Mallotv.


