


The _j_

I HE Bl Bl .E SPEAKS with authori
ty because it is the word ol God. It is 
the lilial rule lor laith and practice be
cause it is the inspired and trustworthy 
witness to the mighty acts ol God in 
sell-revelation and redemption, all 
brought to fulfilment in the lile. leach
ings. and saving work ol Jesus Christ. 
It reveals the mind ol Christ and 
teaches the meaning ol his lordship In 
its unique and unilied disclosure ol 
the will ol God lor mankind, the Bible 
is the linal authority in pointing per
sons to Christ and in guiding them in 
all matters ol Christian laith and moral 
duty . 1 he responsibility must be ac
cepted to studs the Bible with an open 
and reverent mind, to seek the mean 
ing ol its message through research and 
prayer, and to bring ones lile under 
the discipline ol its instruction.

1 he Bible as the inspired reselation 
ol God's will and way. made lull and 
complete in the lile and teachings ol 
Christ, is our authoritative rule ol 
laith and practice.

and...



the
Holy Spirit

THE HOLY SPIRIT is God Actively present in the 
world and, particularly, in human experience. He is God 
revealing himself and his will to man. The Spirit there
fore is the voice of divine authority. He is the Spirit of 
Christ, and his authority is the will of Christ. Inasmuch 
as the Scriptures came into being as men inspired by the 
Spirit spoke for God. the truth of the Bible expresses the 
will of the Spirit and is apprehended by the illumination 
of the Spirit. He convicts men of sin and of righteous
ness and of judgment, thus making effective for individual 
salvation the saving work of Christ. He abides in the 
heart of the believer acting as man's advocate with God 
and God's interpreter to man. He calls the believer to 
trust and obedience and thereby produces in his life the 
fruits of holiness and love.

The Spirit seeks to achieve God's will and purpose 
among men. He empowers Christians for the work of 
ministry and sanctifies and preserves the redeemed for the 
praise of Christ. He calls lor a free and dynamic response 
to the lordship of Christ and for a creative and faithful 
obedience to the Word of God.

The Holy Spirit is God actively revealing himself and 
his will to man. He therefore interprets and confirms the 
voice of divine authority.

Order a copy free from your 
state convention office
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The I'nited Bible Societies, which includes 
the American Bible Society, provides Scriptures 
whic h missionaries and colporteurs distribute all 
over the world. Beginning al top right: Eskimo 
c hildren. South America, Alrica, India, seminary 
students getting instructions about distribution 
ol Sciipturcs—I’SA. and Thailand. This month 
sou no doubt will begin again or enlarge your 
service of Scripture distribution in your commu
nity. See Society Program and Forecaster.



| T is easy io construct a good 

house; it is not so easy to create a good 
home. It may be doubtful if this particular 
accomplishment was ever easy—in any age 
or land. Did Abraham find it easy? 1 doubt 
it. One reason he left the pagan city of his 
birth was that it was full of idolatry and 
wickedness. And when he came to Canaan, 
he found plenty of foes of the good life. , 

Yet the nobility of the man is seen in the 
repeatedly recorded fact that everywhere lie 
camped with his caravan, there he erected 
an altar. There he called upon the God who 
is at once above us and within us, forever 
the Creator, the Judge, and Redeemer. 
There he worshiped.

“Having a Christian home," says Dr. Paul 
C. Payne, “means far more than having a 
houseful of nice people who treat each other 
fairly kindly and who go to church fairly 
regularly. It means a home where Christ is 
known and loved and served, where chil
dren come to know Him through their 
parents; where the Christian training of the 
children is put ahead of the social ambition 
of the father; where the father is determined 
to carry on his business in conformity with 
the mind of Christ; where both father and 
mother are determined to make their social 
life conform to high Christian ideals; and 
where eyes sec far horizons of a world to be 
won for Christ.”

What a thrillingly splendid and at the 
same time solemnly gigantic task that is! 
Qualitatively speaking, managing General 
Motors is not so big!

Ha^dngaffirmed that the achievement of 
Christian homes is big business, I want to 
say next that the altar in the home is its 
biggest blessing.

Of this man Abraham we read that he was 
". . . very rich in cattle, in silver, and in 
gold” (Genesis 13:2). A prosjierous desert 
chieftain was he.

The ALTAR * * *

Yet knowing all that the Sen, ncs lc|| 
us about him, I think I know wli his an
swer would have been if someon t.l(| said 
to him, "My dear sir, you are i\ rich 
man!" With a significant light 11 his eye. 
he would have said, “If 1 am rich. niv 
friend, my real wealth lies around ih.u altar 
you sec there. It is God and m\ laith in 
Him! Even so, Sarah and 1 leel p>oi when 
we realize that we have no children II onlv 
we had a son, we should be wealths in
deed!”

You and I know that when that dream 
seemed dead, God revived it. He gave Abra
ham and Sarah a son. And so well did Abra
ham train him that when you skip over a 
dozen chapters from the one in which our 
text is found, you read of Isaac: And he 
builded an altar there, and called upon the 
name of the Lord, and pitched his tent 
there: and there Isaac's servants digged a 
well" (Genesis 26:25).

None can fully apprec iate what a reward 
that was to Abraham excepting those ma
ture Christian parents who have seen their 
children begin the business of housekeeping 
by the setting up of a family altar.

Such an end result, let me add, does not 
commonly come by chance. If you and I. as 
today's parents, want our children one day 
to have genuinely Christian homes, where 
the Bible is revered and Christ is woishi|X‘cl, 
we shall have to concern ourselves with the 
altar and the central place it should have 
in our family ex|>erience.

A friend of mine recently gave a lecture 
at one of our large universities. He was 
speaking to graduate students in animal 
husbandry in the agricultural college of that 
university. Many of them were manied ar
sons. Among other things, he said: "Some of 
you, I am afraid, are more interested in 
herds than you are in homes, more con
cerned about flocks than you are about 
families.” It was part of his plea loi the re-

coven of a high sense* of vocation in the 
building of the Christian home and the 
tearing of children lor the kingdom ol God.

That res|M»nsibiliiy. we may be sure, can 
never lx* cat t ied out as it should be unless, 
quietly and cpiiveringly alive at the center 
of it, is the altar.

Is there one in your home? Is there?
And now. having taken the position that 

the achievement ol Christian homes is big 
business and that the altar in the home is 
its biggest blessing, I want to stake out the 
claim that there are aids io Christian altar
building that may be employed by the busi
est of builders. . . .

Please do not narrow your thinking . . . 
to the act of full—and shall we say formal? 
—family prayers. When you make a com
mitment. "I will endeavor to conduct or 
take pan in familydevotions," I should like 
to ha\T you think of your dedication in 
broader terms. . . .

Let me try to pinpoint some ways and 
means by which, even in our high-s|X?ed 
culture, a family really intent on Christian 
development can enrich its devotional life.

L My first suggestion is: make something 
very real out of your table grace. This is 
especially applicable to that one meal a day 
when the whole family is most likely to be 
togethci \t every meal, even when a [per

by Paul S. Rees

son] is eating alone, there should be the 
pause—silent or audible—lor the giving of 
thanks. To the Christian this is one way ol 
keeping us reminded that we arc dependent 
creatures and never otherwise. . . .

But especially. I re]X.*at, at the daily meal 
where all the family is assembled the calling 
upon Gcxl lor His blessing and the giving 
to God of out thanks should be so sincere 
and unhurried that it "atmospheres" the 
meal. Wise parents never allow this mo
ment to fall under the c urse of dull routine. 
They vary the practice. Sometimes grace is 
said by one ol the parents, sometimes by 
one of the children. Sometimes it is sung, 
more often it is spoken. Sometimes—and 
I’ve seen this clone beautifully—the mem
bers ol the family clasp hands and bow in 
silence, each one offering thanks in his own 
way.

Whatever practice you use. remember, 
parents, that children, even very young, 
have* a wav of knowing what depth of real- 
it\ or what shallowness of unreality there is 
in [adult behaviour].

2. My second suggestion is: make your 
more extended family devotions as regular 
as you can. remembering that what you are 
deeply determined to do you can almost 
always accomplish.

Let s lx realistic. Let’s suppose that the
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daily schedule is such that the family simply’ 
cannot, even by getting up fifteen minutes 
earlier, be united for Bible reading and 
prayer. Then work out something either 
after the evening meal or al bedtime. Let s 
go further, by sup|X)sing that work-hours 
and school habits are'such as to make a full 
family get-together hnjiossible any time in 
the day. Then the parents, if they l>c wise 
and deeply dedicated, will encourage devo
tions by such parts of the family as can be 
together. I will go even further. If weekday 
difficulties are too unmanageable, by all 
means have a pattern of regular family wor
ship on Sunday.

But some listener says, “We have never 
had any regular devotions in our home life; 
how are we going to start?”

Start simply and briefly, particularly if 
your children are small or if there are older 
members of the family not in complete sym
pathy with the idea.

Lay a Bible on the table where you eat 
or have it on a shelf nearby. Decide in ad
vance what portion you are going to read 
—on^ of the shorter psalms, it may be, or a 
choice saying from Jesus, or an instructive 
bit from one of the epistles. If some com
ment comes naturally to you or another 
member of the family, let it be given. If not, 
bow in prayer. Kneel if you prefer. But, 
most likely, you will find it best to fold the 
hands and [bow] the head. . . .

Although you have consumed only a little 
[time], you have opened windows in your 
soul and the soul of your family through 
which more light and energy can come 
streaming in than you can possibly realize.

3. Another suggestion, following closely 
on the one just made: make your devotions 
as specific and meaningful as you can.

And here’s how:
a. Begin to accumulate a shelf of devo

tional materials for the enrichment of 
family worship. ... To accumulate these 
materials gradually is small expense to the 
purse and incalculable enrichment to the 
soul.

b. Another step: make full use of con
crete situations in order to give |x>int and

urgency to the exercises of prau i S|C|. 
day, for instance, a neighbor boj i with 
an accident and is in the hospital. S<. t(Mjav 
at family worship, the mother or t! ■ father 
will [call attention to the .specific • t,|s o| 
this family].

Or, it happens to be the birthd.o <>l one 
... of your family. [Add this lamih birth- 
day name to those of the missions io listed 
in Call to Prayer.] What more natural thing 
than for the Christian family to give thanks 
for the life of that son or daughter 01 lather 
or mother? . . . By this very exercise ol 
thanks and prayer God becomes mote teal 
as a living and infinite part of the latnily 
life.

Or, the particular work or calling ol the 
individual members of the family may well 
come up for special mention from time to 
time. A conteni|x>rary author, in the midst 
of writing a book, tells of the indescribable 
lift that came to his spirit when one ol the 
children prayed, "And God, help Daddy to 
use the right words in The book he is 
writing!”

c. One other suggestion for making our 
family altar meaningful: have a few things 
that the whole family knows from memory 
and can repeat together. The Lord's Prayer, 
of course. The Commandments. The Beati
tudes. The Golden Text of the Bible—John 
3:16. And some such table grace as:

We thank Thee, heavenly Father, 
For all Thy loving care;
For food and clothes and shelter
And all Thy world so fair.
. . . Make it possible for . . . God to say 

of you what he said of Abraham long ago: 
“For I know him, that he will command his 
children and his household after him. and 
they shall keep the way of the Lord . .” 
(Genesis 18:19).

The altar in the home! May a flame of 
faith and love which only heaven can light 
be burning there!

—Reprinted with permission from Christian: < 
tnit Yourself!, C Fleming H. Revell Com pain ' : M 
from Baptist Book Stores.

Dear Pastor,
"once in a lifetime" may well be applied to the oppor

tunity June holds for pastors and lay people alike. 
Many Southern Baptist pastors have never had the privi
lege of attending a Baptist World Alliance Congress. 
Many, many women, active in our churches have never had 
the experience of fellowship with Baptist women from 
around the world.

The nature and composition of the Baptist World Alli
ance demands that the congresses be held on different 
continents. With growing Baptist memberships in other 
parts of the world the meeting place no longer alter
nates between the United States and Europe. The 1960 
Congress was held in Rio, Brasil—the first south of 
the equator. The 1970 Congress will most likely be held 
in the Orient—the first in that part of the world.
The 1965 Congress is being held in the territory of 

Southern Baptists. We have an opportunity to hear 
President Dr. John Soren. Dr. Soren in a measure is a 
product of our missionary endeavor. His father was won 
to Christ by Dr. W. B. Bagby, Southern Baptists' first 
missionary to South America.
We hope you can have the privilege of being a part of 

the world gathering in Miami Beach, June 25-30. The 
two sessions of the Women's Department meetings are open 
to you. Those who are working on the program and plans 
for the women's sessions would rejoice to have you 
present. But you are not likely to come—not likely to 
choose women's meetings when "masculine meetings" are 
scheduled at the same time. So please encourage at least 
one of your WMU leaders to attend. For her it may 
truly be a "once in a lifetime" opportunity.
Because the Congress is being held in our territory 

we feel a hostess responsibility. The presence of a 
woman from your church will help her, the Women's De
partment meeting, thd Congress itself, and after that 
should find expression in an increased world awareness 
in your church. A large attendance by Southern Baptist 
men and women will say to those who come from outside 
our territory that we cherish the ties which bind all of 
us who share a common faith, and that we rejoice in our 
opportunity to have the meeting on North American soil.

Sincerely,

WMU Staff
6
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MANY WAYS TO STUDY MISSIONARY MESSA

7 ,>LM 77
the bible

BY MARGARET BRUCE

JK.UDYARD KILLING in his poem, “Re
cessional,” reminds the British Empire of its 
moral responsibilities and of the conse
quences nations may expect when they for
get God. The closing words of the poem are 
familiar for they are often quoted:

"God o/ our fathers, known of old— 
Lord of our far-flung battle-line— 
Beneath whose awful Hand we hold 
Dominion over palm and pine— 
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget!” 
Through the seventy-five years and more 

of Woman's Missionary Union's existence 
this organization has kept watch ov^r the 
missionary message of the Bible and the 
study of contemporary missions. Man's self
ishness and his desire to satisfy his own 
needs and wants before sharing with others 
tempts him to forget "a world lying in the 
evil one” and our Lord's command to go 
into all the world and make disciples.

This year Woman's Missionary Union is 
giving special emphasis to the study of the 
missionary message of the Bible. Each 
month since last October, Royal Sendee has 
presented Bible study lessons which point 

up missionary implications.
How is your WMS using this material? 

We've asked this question to several socie
ties and have received some interesting 
replies. Those societies that meet every week 
are using it as a part of their regular cur
riculum which indudes the society program, 
circle program, mission study, and Bible 
study.

One WMS meets one Thursday each 
month for community missions. Alter that 
they have lunch and then Bible study.

In one society they have Bible study fol
lowing the regular circle meetings. In an
other they have it after lunch on the day of 
their society meeting.

Non-WMS members are especially en
couraged by one WMS to attend the Bible 
study planned for one night each month. 
Some societies are using the material lor 
devotional messages at circle or society 
meetings. Some are encouraging mt inliers 
to study the lessons individually.

Word has come that some paste its are 
using the material at Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting services. At least one m nieir 
citizens group is using it. At the general 

meeting of one society they have a Bible 
quiz. During this jieriod they ask and an
swer questions on the material in Royal 
Service. Then there are the traditional 
weekly Bible classes for women that are 
using these Bible study lessons.

We remind you to keep a file of your 
Royal Sendee magazines. When the year is 
over you will want a complete set of the 
twelve studies of the missionary message in 
the Pentateuch.

We also remind you to order your copy 
of “Helps for Study of the Missionary 
Message of the Bible: the Pentateuch,” fifty 
from Woman’s Missionary Union, 600 No. 
20th St., Birmingham, Ala. 35208, or from 
Baptist Book Stores. You will want to use 
and keep these helps for future study.

Whatever considered choice your WMS 
has made for the study of the missionary 
message of the Bible, lie faithful in the 
study. We must never become so involved 
in the minutia of our organization or that 
of our church that we forget God's world 
plan and our res|xinsibility for a lost world.

"I.oi.l God of Hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget!”

Small group in one woman's living room study 
the Bible's missionary message

Larger group go to the church for more intense 
study



Please send your comments to Letters, 
600 North 20th Street, Birmingham, 
Alabama 35203. We will not have 
space to print every letter, of course. 
Please include your name and address.

A Strong Mission Work 
in the Philippines

I

New Names for Old 
Countries

Calling attention to the 
birth of the independent 
nation of Malawi (for
merly Nyasaland) in 
July, 1964, Dr. H. Cornell 
Goerner, secretary for 
Africa', told the Board 
that modern leaders are 
“not unmindful” of the 
fact that much of the 
country’s early develop
ment was due to the 
labors of Christian mis
sionaries. “They are 
friendly toward Christian 
missions today, so long 
as missionaries take ac
count of the political 
rights of the African peo
ple,” he said. There are 
six Southern Baptist mis
sionary couples under ap
pointment for Malawi.

Neighboring Northern 
Rhodesia became inde
pendent in October, 1964, 
and now “forges ahead, 
enjoying the fact that it 
is one of the few African 
nations with an abun- * 
dance of material re
sources which insure a 
balanced budget and the
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possibility of rapid de
velopment,” Dr. Goerner 
said. A Southern Baptist 
missionary, with training 
in the field of radio and 
television, was asked by 
the director general of 
the Northern Rhodesia 
Broadcasting Corporation 
to help plan and develop 
a five-year program of 
educational and religious 
broadcasting. The plan 
has been accepted by the 
Government; equipment 
is being ordered; and the 
station is expected to be 
on the airjwithin the next 
year. This country is now 
called Zambia. Southern 
Baptists have eight mis
sionary couples under ap
pointment for Zambia.

Tanganyika and Zanzi
bar merged to become 
Tanzania [pronounced 
tan-za-NEE-a]. South
ern Baptists had not 
previously had work in 
Zanzibar, so this merger 
increases the area of our 
work in Africa, though it 
does not change the num
ber of countries.

The Engl ish-speaking 
church at Clark Field Air 
Base in the Philippines is 
a wonderful Southern 
Baptist mission effort. We 
had the privilege for a 
year to serve there where 
over 17,000 are stationed. 
The church has estab
lished and sponsors eight 
missions for Filipinos in 
the needy towns and vil
lages close-by. This work 
was started and is carried 
on by dedicated US Air
men, their wives, and na
tional leaders.

JOHN and JEWEL 
ABERNATHY 
Philippines

(The Abernathys were 
former missionaries to 
the Orient. Like other so- 
called retired mission
aries they find it hard to 
retire and when called 
upon to spend several 
months at Clark Air Base 
they gladly accepted the 
assignment. They have 
returned to the I’S with 
a deep satisfaction ihout 
the strong work wing 
done in the Philip nes, 

not only at the Air Base 
but by faithful mission- 
ariei and* nationals who 
are to wonderfully build
ing a strong missionary 
program in over two 
hundred churches, a hos
pital, a college, and a 
theological seminary.)

Belated Thanks

I want to write to you 
whom I met in Glorieta 
during the WMU Confer
ence several years ago. I 
was to become president 
of the WMU the follow
ing October and I shall 
never forget the wonder
ful time we had and the 
inspiration and informa
tion I received. I met so 
many people from all 
parts of the world whom 
I came to love. It was an 
“unforgettable experi
ence"—and I never wrote 
and thanked you for it. 
Please accept my thanks 
at this late date and an 
additional "thank you” 
for the plan of organiza
tion for a society without 
circles. This will just fit 
our need.

MRS. C. WARREN,
Texas

(Although this expres
sion of appreciation came 
late it makes us very 
grateful to know that 
memories of a WMU Con
ference at Glorieta helped 
a new president to carry 
out her work more effec
tively. The WMU Confer
ences this summer will be 
just as helpful for the 
women in your church. 
Perhaps you can encour
age several to have this 
“mountaintop” experi
ence cither at Glorieta, 
New -Mexico, July 22-28. 
or at Ridgecrest, North 
Carolina. August 12-18.

Thi second item for 
whiit Mrs. Warren ex

pressed appreciation is 
the alternate plan of or
ganization for a WMS 
without circles. This pat
tern is so workable for a 
small society and we 
recommend it to you. A 
free leaflet. "Woman’s 
Missionary Union Organ
izational Plan for Society 
Without Circles." setting 
out the plan may be se
cured free from the state 
WMU offices. With three 
officers and two chair
men you will find it pos
sible to carry on the 
WMU program.)

YWA Made Wonderful 
Reports

Five girls went with 
me from our association 
to YWA Conference at 
Ridgecrest last summer. 
If you could really know 
of their renewed dedica
tion, the WMU staff in 
Birmingham and all those 
who participated on the 
program would consider 
their prayers and work 
well rewarded. I was 
amazed at their enthusi
asm in reporting to the 
churches. Their purpose 
was to use their reports 
as-a means of getting the 
women interested in or
ganizing new YWAs 
Thank you for the most 
wonderful experience of 
mv own life.

MRS. PHILIP 
MARTIN, 
Alabama

(This letter is typical of 
many we receive from 
girls and counselors who 
attend YWA Conference. 
We are hoping for many 
girls to go to Glorieta this 
summer to the YWA Con
ference July 29-Auyust^ 
Every associational WM 
president has been asked 
Jo encourage at least one 
YWA to attend, for there 

«s to be a special confer
ence held on the YWA 
Council in the Associa- 
tton.

Are These Your 
Questions, Too?

We need an interpreta
tion of the last elective in 
the Aims under World 
Awareness. We are not 
sure whether it means 
that each of the three 
methods can be used only 
once during a year or if 
any one of the three can 
be used more than once 
>n a year. We have two 
interpretations of this 
matter in our society.

MRS. D. E. RESER, 
Nebraska

(Elective 7, Aim 1 reads 
Use of relay, extensive 

or intensive method of 
teaching two or more 
books listed in WMS 
World in Books. The 
same method may be used 
for more than one book.)

Does every book studied 
have to be taught three 
hours or more to be 
counted on Aims for Ad
vancement?

MRS. W. MAXWELL, 
Kansas

(There is no time re
quirement for the basic 
objective and the elective 
in WMS Aims for Ad
vancement regarding the 
teaching of books. It is 
the seventh elective re
garding the use of differ
ent methods of teaching 
books that have time re
quirements which are re
lay, three hours; exten
sive, five hours; and 
intensive, seven and one- 
half hours, plus the other 
requirements that de
scribe these different 
methods of teaching.)
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McFerron Morris

^CROSS the street the yellow house 
with one gable has a “For Rent" 

sign in the yard again. I see it clearly 
through the big picture window of our 
parsonage. In the five years we have 
lived in this parsonage, there have 
been nine families moving in and out 
of the yellow house.

To be honest, the yellow house is an 
eyesore in our community, but when 
I look at it I say, “Thank you, God. 
Thank you for the opportunity to wit
ness which this house has given to my 
husband and me.”

First there was the Brown family, 

four girls at home, and one son away 
in the service of our country. Mrs. 
Brown and the two older daughters 
joined our church by letter. Soon Mrs. 
Brown became a nursery worker in our 
church.

Later. Mr. Brown moved his letter, 
and my husband baptized the two 
younger daughters. Then Cecil 
Brown, the son, came home. Cecil 
wasn't a Christian. One day Mrs. 
Brown came to our home asking if 
Cecil and his bride-to-be could have 
their small family wedding in our 
home. What an opportunity! Ms hus
band alsvays has a pre-marital conler- 
ence with a bride and groom, lie 
witnessed then to Cecil and Kay. Sev
eral months afterwards, during our 
revival, Cecil and Kay accepted Ch- ist 
as Saviour, and they were baptizes

But two years later the Browns 
„1Cved because they had bought a 
home in our community.

The next family to move into the 
vellow house had a small boy and girl. 
Soon the new family had cleared the 
vard and trimmed the big tree in 
front. One afternoon I went to visit 
Mrs. Williams. I learned'that she and 
her husband were lost. Although we 
witnessed often to this family, they 
showed no interest at all. They never 
catne to church.

It was early spring, and the yellow 
house had been empty for a month or 
so. One afternoon I was working in 
the yard. A moving van drove up to 
the yellow house. That was tvhen the 
Collins family moved in. They were 
a young couple with a new baby. Mrs. 
Collins was already a member of our 
church and Sunday school. While the 
Collinses lived in the yellow house, 
she was faithful in Sunday school and 
Woman’s Missionary Society. But soon 
this young family bought a home in 
another part of our city. It wasn't long 
before a request for her letter came 
from a Baptist church.

The Lewis family was next. There 
were really two families—a son’s fam
ily living with his parents. There were 
sisters and a younger brother. They 
were from a small town in the eastern 
part ol the state. I have to report that 
we did notwin to Christ these families, 
but we invited them to our church and 
tried to witness to them about our 
Lord and Saviour. Mrs. Lewis went 
with me once to a church service.

I he next family had two Junior 
boys They did not stay long in the 
yelloc house, but long enough for us 

to enlist the boys in our Sunday school. 
After this family moved, the mother 
called me on the telephone wanting to 
know if the boys could go with us to 
camp at our state assembly grounds. It 
was there that the oldest boy, Ralph, 
accepted the Lord as Saviour.

Before school started, the Howe 
family moved into the yellow house. 
I met their two Junior girls in our 
backyard. They came across the street 
to play tether ball with our children.. 
We invited them to go the next day 
to Sunday school with us. On Sunday 
morning I sent our eleven-year-old son 
over there after the girls. Mary, the 
eleven-year-old, was ready but nine- 
year-old Louise was still asleep. Mary 
sat with our family, and that afternoon 
1 walked across the street to visit Mary 
and her family.

For four Sundays in a row Mary 
went with us. On the fifth Sunday 
Mary was in Training Union and the 
evening services. During the invitation 
she indicated she knew Christ as 
Saviour. I had not spoken to Mary 
about being a Christian. All 1 did was 
to take her to church and Sunday 
school and to pray that the Lord would 
use these experiences to show her that 
she needed the Saviour. The Holy 
Spirit did the rest, as he had done in 
the lives of all my neighbors. A few 
weeks later. Mary's big brother was 
married in the living room of our 
home. Here was my husband's oppor
tunity again.

Yes! Yes! 1 thank thee. Lord for the 
yellow house across the street. Help 
me O Lord always to be a witness to 
neighbors regardless of the color of the 
house.

13



Editor, The Baptist World 
Publication of Baptist World Alliance

The Influence of Paperbacks
nAPERBACK BOOKS were born as an 

American industry some 25 years ago.
They are very much with us now.

A great portion of these volumes have 
doubtless contributed to the nation’s in
crease in perversion, illicit sex, and other 
crimes. Selling for 35 cents or a little more, 
they have brought sensuous literature'with
in the reach of children—and immature 
adults—who have learned to read but not 
discriminate.

But having said this about the objection
able titles among the mountains of pay
backs, one needs to evaluate, happily, the 
valuable contribution the paperback indus
try has made to intellectual and cultural 
progress. It made the better current books 
and even classics available to great masses 
of people. Even the Bible can be bought as 
conveniently as the evening paper.

Perhaps you’ll be as surprised as I to learn 
that the best-selling pay back of all times 
is Baby and Child Care by Dr. Benjamin 
Spock. It has sold 17 million copies. The 
book with second highest sale total is The 
Merriam-Webster Pocket Dictionary, which 
has caused the cash register to ring 11 mil
lion times.

Less desirable titles are found in third 
and fourth place. But Roget’s Pocket The
saurus has been bought by 5 million custo
mers, a Spanish-English dictionary by 5 mil
lion, and a French-English dictionary by 3 

million. Homer's “Odyssey" has y. I over 
1 million and Shakespeare's tragedies over 
3 million.

The market for these better books is di- 
vided between adults and the huiidicds of 
thousands of high school and college stu
dents who have outside reading assignments. 
Most students prefer the inexjxmsivc pa|>cr- 
back books to library copies.

Another sy tac ular element—of mission, 
ary significance—in the rise ol paperback 
sales comes in the distribution ol American 
books overseas. Eleven million books were 
distributed in 10 countries last year as part 
of the United States Information Agencv's 
effort to present a favorable pic tine ol 
America abroad. But these volumes areonlv 
a small part of the overseas distribution. 
Cheater millions flow through commercial 
channels, and are sold in many other lan
guages as well as English.

An international survey by the A’rtr York 
Times reveals that the influence of these 
volumes in other lands is about as varied as 
here in America. We might be cither happy 
or unhappy—depending on our own points 
of view—about the candid explanation by 
a correspondent in London. He said. “The 
American image as projected by paybacks 
sold here is a fairly accurate one." But we 
certainly cannot be pleased by the reyt 
from Hong Kong, where American l>ooks 
dominate the book store displays: "On bal
ance, the range of commercial paperbacks 
sold in Southeast Asia projects a ridiculous 
image of the United States."

The cpiestion doubtless predominant in 
the minds of Royal Sendee readers has to 
do with the effect of these books coming 
from "Christian” America. The damaging 
influences of American movies shown 
abroad and the damaging influence ol un
couth American tourists who travel abroad 
is now being supplemented by the flood ol 
inexjjensive books. On the other hand, will 
this new media of international propaganda 
prompt Christian writers and Christian pub
lishers to accelerate their production ol >d 
books both in this country and oversc -

BIBLE STUDY:

The Missionary 
Message of the Bible

by Gilbert L. Guffin

A Delivered People Tested and Trained

Read Exodus, Chapters N:1 through 20:26

A |>eople just delivered from bondage, 
like new converts, may not as yet lx? pre
pared to meet successfully the tests which 
are certain to befall them. Those who are 
delivered usually need to Ire developed. The 
redeemed need to be trained, and those who 
have Ix’en brought into newly found free
dom need to lx? disciplined. \nd to enable 
them to do this inay lx? the most difficult 
part of a religious leader’s task. Strenuous 
and even dangerous as was Moses’ work in 
convincing Pharaoh, it was God’s intention 
that he should "Let my people go." The 
more strenuous and dangerous, and even 
the more heart-rendering part of his task 
yet la\ ahead. This the present lesson im
pressively reveals.

It will be remembered that even in the 
night ol the Passover, Pharaoh at last had 
becoi • Convinced by the dreadful visit of 
the >’ .ith Angel on the first-born in every 
Hg'l m home that God intended for him 

to let the Hebrews depart. He, therefore, 
had ordered them not only to leave, but 
also, it is remarkable to note, to take all 
their possessions with them.

There had then evidently been an orderly 
and likely a somber exodus, despite the joy 
and thanksgiving that must have filled the 
hearts of the ]x*op!e over the reality of their 
finally being set free. The awesome events 
of the night surely would have humbled 
them and moved them with solemnity as 
they saw that it was God alone who had 
delivered them and that it was at great cost 
that he had done so.

A Great Test

Soon the Hebrews were met with a test 
of c risis proportions. Brought to the edge of 
the Red Sea, near the border of Egypt, and 
hemmed in on either side, they now looked 
behind them only to discover the horrifying 
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sight of the advance toward them of Pha
raoh and his army. This experience of Israel 
has been likened to that of newborn Chris
tians in the early skate of theh Christian 
life. Tests immediately begin to meet them 
after conversion and often they are so threat
ened by the old enemy of their souls that 
they fear they will be overcome. Sometimes 
they may, like the children of Israel, almost 
give up and may be more than tempted io 
think it would be better io return to the 
former life of bondage. It is at this point 
that Christian leaders can be marvelously 
helpful. Their faith, like that of Moses, 
their resolute leadership forward into the 
unknown, and their challenge to the hesi
tant to follow, may be decisive in keeping 
these from turning back to their former pat
terns of life, as it was with Israel at this
juncture.

The leader himself will need strength and 
wisdom beyond his own at such times as 
these. Moses here and on many another oc
casion, sensing his own inadecpiacy and 
lack of knowledge as to what to do, fell 
driven to seek guidance and help from 
above. When Moses placed the plight of the 
people1 before God, God answered with 
another outpouring of his grace (Ex. 15-16), 
not only in delivering Israel again but also 
in letting his judgment fall ujxm Pharaoh.

God’s Power to Save

The amazing deliverance of the Hebrews 
at this hour was to be a stupendous and 
never-to-be-forgotten lesson to that people 
regarding the power of God to save them 
whenever and wherever they trusted and 
obediently followed him. It was the first 
step in an experience of long spiritual dis
cipline that would be essential before they 
could really be prepared to enter the 
Promised Land and, more im|x>rtantly, to 
fulfil the divine purpose for the nation.

To be God’s servant in helping Israel in 
her process of spiritual growth became 
Moses’ unceasing and often exacting and 
trying responsibility. Such service is, how
ever, nonetheless a responsibility of Chris
tian leaders everywhere. This is the reason 

it is im|X?rative. csjiecially on missi- 1 iritis 
where the culture is little affected !»\ bibli. 
c al knowledge and by Christian prim ipies, 
for the newer Christian churches u. have 
strong, highly trained, deeply dcdiuiieil 
Christian nationals who can lead then peo
ple patiently and steadily out of thrii |ol. 
met lives of bondage to sin, to evil lories, 
or to paganism into mature lives ol tiust in 
and obedience to God. This is the reason 
also why Christian chinches and colleges 
are so essential to missionary endeaxoi. e\en 
as they arc essential lor the health ol every 
Christian denomination al home, and win 
Christian teachers, both missionary and na
tional. by the hundreds and thousands are 
so urgently needed just now on all the vast 
mission fields of the world.

Dr. Martha Hagood, a Southern Baptist 
medical missionary to japan, recently dial- 
lengcd a college student body to commit
ment by say ing that every Christian student 
on that campus could make living now 
leaching English in Japan. The desire ol 
the Japanese to learn English is so great, she 
said, that anyone would be welcomed. What 
a breath-taking opportunity this is lor 
Christian young ]>eople to use the teaching 
of English as a means of giving a Christian 
witness to that nation. The president ol a 
great American university was heard to give 
a similar challenge a while ago regarding 
the vast continent of Africa. No one knows 
how many nations might be led out ol their 
spiritual bondage into faith in Christ in 
only the next lew decades il a great army 
of our Christian youth would heed the un
paralleled challenge now confronting them 
to be Christian teachers on mission fields ol 
the world.

A People Tested

Great as was the rejoicing of Israel oxer 
God's deliverance of them at the Red Sea 
(Ex. 15:1-21), they needed other tests to dis 
cipline them and to help strengthen their 
faith in God. These tests came lor example 
when the people grew fearful of stanan 
in the wilderness and God fed them 11 s. 
16), or when they were famished lor w. r

Hav* seen at a Baptist Book 
Store C Spurgeon's Morning and 
Evenint otibns from the Bible?
This is ^cellent book for private
devotior for those who wish each
day or ‘mornjng and evening” to 
discuss iated passages from the 
Scriptu’ The selected passages
from th' Word of God have running 
comme ‘ - to provoke thought. There 
are two devotions for each day in the 
year. The book, Morning and Evening 
Devotions from the Bible, is priced 
at $5.95 from Baptist Book Stores.

and God gave them drink (15:25), or when 
they learned in battle that only God could 
give them deliverance.

Among the most lasting lessons Israel was 
to learn, however, came al Sinai (read Ex. 
19). What were the great and unforgettable 
lessons taught there? 

A People Learn About God

1. That God the Creator, ithe One who 
had called out for himself a people for his 
own purpose and had redeemed and pre
served that people until now, was also a 
God of absolute sovereignty, of supreme 
majesty, and of ineffable glory.

Why were the people forbidden even to 
touch the mount over which God’s special 
glory rested if this restriction was not for 
the purpose of revealing to them that God 
who now spoke to them out of the cloud 
which covered the mount was a God of 
such great glory and majesty that the deep
est possible reverence and awe were re
quired before his presence? The only atti
tude appropriate for man the creature in 
the picscnce of his Creator is that of rever
ence and awe, of undivided attention and 
humble adoration.

The light and frivolous attitude of senti
ment familiarity sometimes revealed in

people’s comments about (iod or expressed 
in their songs (like ‘’rhe Man Upstairs.” 
etc.) about the Almighty makes one shud
der. Often these seem to border on sheer 
blasphemy. God was revealed at Sinai as the 
one before whom sinful man can stand only 
in trembling awe and the deepest sense of 
tin worthiness.

It is possible that the loss of this concep
tion of reverential leai before God is one 
of the most decisive reasons in our day lor 
the widespread c arelessness and indifference 
toward God whic h now exist, (iod wants us 
to have fellowship with him, to be sure, 
but familiarity that in effec t lowers God to 
our human level and makes of him a kind 
fellow civic club member is utterly out of 
character with what is revealed about him 
at Sinai, or, for that matter, elsewhere in 
the Bible.

Il is said that 96-99 per cent of Americans 
believe there is a God. If they ,really be
lieved in the same God as was disc losed at 
Sinai, they would be compelled to conduct 
themselves differently. A recovery of the 
biblical revelation of the wonder and glory 
of God is long overdue. It is. moreover, a 
worldwide need. The low and corrupted 
conception men hold of God allows them 
either to be indifferent to his fearful judg
ment or to assume that God can be manipu
lated to suit their whims and desires.

2. That God is not only the God of glory 
and of universal sovereignty, but he is also 
a holy (iod. In such tremendous accents no 
one who listens can miss. Sinai deciares by 
inference if not otherwise, that (iod is 
righteous and just and is the source in him
self of all "goodness.",

T his conception of (iod was foreign to 
all other religions of that day. In the ad
vanced c ivilization of Greece even of a much 
later time, the gods known then were con
sidered to be fickle and often lacking in 
basic moral and ethical purity. In many 
present-day religions this is still the case. 
Of course, a god who is not wholly righteous 
and in himself the very perfection of holi
ness c an be no gcxl at all. (iod, revealed at 
Sinai, and supremely revealed in Christ
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Jesus, is perfect in moral and ethical purity 
and is the source of truth and the criterion 
of right. Such must be inferred from the 
fact that he gives to Moses and Israel a law 
of moral and ethical demands as well as of 
theological dimensions.

3. That God expects man also to be holy 
and pure and righteous. In 1 Peter 1:16 we 
are reminded that God commands men. "Be 
ye holy; for 1 am holy." Men live before a 
holy God who is offended by all lack of 
purity, truth, integrity, and righteousness 
seen in men. How else can we explain the 
giving of the Law at Sinai than that God 
was making dear through the giving of the 
Law, the kind ol men he expected us to be? 
To make this conclusion, however, does not 
imply that we must also believe men can in 
themselves live sinlessly perfect lives. This 
they obviously do not do. But though all 
have sinned and come short of his glory, 
this fact does not remqve the requirement 
of God that men arc to strive to be like 
him in purity of life and conduct. One rea
son we are sure many of the religions to 
which men adhere in various parts of the 
earth are inadequate is that these religions 
know little or nothing of the moral and 
ethical demands which a true religion 
would be expected to make of its adherents.

•1. That there is only one God and can 
be no other. The first Commandment is 
emphatic about this. Any other god, it de
clares, besides the God who is Creator and 
Sovereign in all the universe is either an 
imposter or an intolerable fiction men have 
created for themselves. This truth helps 
constitute the fundamental necessity of mis
sions. Most, if not all, men are religious. 
Either they have found the true God of all 
the universe or they are yet in the bondage 
of illusion and ignorance and thus without 
hope. A profoundly important motive for 
missions then is to help men to find the only 
true and living God, the God revealed to us 
at Sinai and further disclosed to men in the 
Scriptures and most fully in Jesus Christ. 
The answer of the Christian to the question, 
"Isn’t one religion as good as another?" is 
an emphatic “No."

5. That man's duty to God cam> n be di- 
voiced from or serve as an adequate substi- 
lute for his duty to his fcllownian. True 
religion cannot be merely perpendicular; 
it must also be horizontal. Religion that has 
only an upward and not an outward reach 
is untrue to the revelation ol mans duty 
given at Sinai and indeed in all the Bible. 
One’s religion cannot only be between him
self and God. God who gave the first pan 
of the Decalogue also gave the second. He 
who requires that there be no other gods 
before Him also requires us to live in right 
and just relationship with others. Indeed, 
one cannot be in right relationship to (.<m! 
unless he strives also to be in right relation
ship with his fellowman. This is expressed 
in the commandments: "Honour th\ lather 
and thy mother," "Thou shah not steal." 
" Thou shall not kill." “Thou shah not com
mit adultery," "Thou shah not covet." 
Christ, moreover, far from removing or 
nullify ing these commandments, filled them 
to the "full" of meaning and depth.

Man’s Responsibility to Others

It is impossible in fact in the light ol the 
Ten Commandments, to say nothing ol the 
message of the prophets and especially ol 
the message of the New Testament, lot one 
to please God unless he treats others as those 
who have been macle in God's image. Jesus 
himself declares that the second command
ment of all. next to the commandment to 
love God supremely, is. "Thou shah love thy 
neighbour as thy sell." If this be so. then in 
a world like this, filled as it is by human 
tensions, prejudice, hatreds, injustice, hun
ger. disease, war, and death, as well as with 
massive spiritual Justness, how extiemelv 
urgent missionary endeavor, embracing the 
whole earth, must be. II men must be 
properly related to their fellowman to he 
properly related to God and if Christ alone 
can break clown the middle wall ol part it "ii 
that separates men, making ol the “tw.im 
one new man.” Missions—the bearing ol die 
gospel to every man—becomes impel.u c 
for all who have discovered the way ol 
and salvation in Jesus Christ.

GOD’S WORD for a NEW AGE

Order from the American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue. New York, New York 10022, copies of the 

tree leaflet "Into All the World" and ask for the one with the Southern Baptist co-operating statement on 

the back. You will find below brief answers to the quiz, but the leaflet gives fuller information.
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1. When will the American Bible Society
celebrate its 150th anniversary?--------

2. What is the theme for the year’s cele

bration? “_______________________
II

3. What is the goal for Scripture distri
bution in the United States in 1966?

4. How many languages are spoken in

Africa?_________
5. The complete Bible has been trans

lated into_ _ of these languages.
6. How many Bible Societies are there

in the world which make up the 
United Bible Societies?_________

7. In spite of curtailment of missionary
work in Vietnam, how many volumes 
of Scripture were distributed in a 
year in that war-torn country?_ _____

8. What was the percentage of increase
in Bible distribution in Brazil 1959- 

1963? _________
9. How many denominations help sup

port the work of translation, printing, 
and distribution carried on by the 
American Bible Society?

10. How is money given to the American 
B Me Society by Southern Baptists?
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Philippians 4:6

thing
by PRAYER

and SUPPLICATION

with 77/. 1 VA.SG711\G
requests be made known unto God”

* Hove prayer at the table before meals

* Quote Bible vents that the children know

* Read a passage from the Bible and discuss its meaning

* Sing familiar hymns and learn new ones

* Fray together with the family and for the family

* Tell a Bible story to the children at bedtime

* Make plans for the entire family to attend church services1 SATURDAY "Seek the Lord while he 
may be found, call upon him while he is 
near” Isaiah 55:6, RSV (read Isaiah 55).

Have you ever had a vacation Bible school 
in a tent in your back yard? Ben and Shirley 
Yelvington were glad to have 98 Indians of 
all ages, including 20 adults, coming to the 
school. They were from Santa Clara and 
nearby pueblos. Other Bible schools were 
held in other pueblos. Now they have experi
enced an increase in attendance at Sunday 
school and church services. An all-Indian 
camp, a youth rally at Glorieta, the wedding 
of an Indian couple, revivals, and music 
festivals made a “full summer” for these mis
sionaries. But in some areas Indians are afraid 
to go to any Baptist meeting. Pray for this 
work.

Pray for Mrs. Yelvington. Espanola. Mrs. 
Seferino Jojola, N. M., Ind. ev.; Mrs. J. A. 
Cooper, Ky., deaf ev.

SUNDAY Ask, and it shall be given you;
MAY 2 see^< apd Ve shall find: knock, 

and it shall be open unto you 
Matt. 7:7 (read vv. 7-12).

Rev. and Mrs. A. T. Cabrera serve in 
Spanish-language work in Belen and San 
Juan. New Mexico. Nineteen persons who at
tended Spanish camp in June last year came 
back with great inspiration. A coronation 
service for Girls' Auxiliary. “M” night ob
servance, season of prayer for state missions 
with an offering of $40.37 reflect real devo
tion from this church of 55 members at Belen 
and the mission at San Juan.

Pray for Mr. Cabrera: Mrs. Oma Hammock. 
Tex., ret.: Claudio Iglesias. Okla.. Ind. er.. G. 
S. Harvey, Salisbury, Rhodesia, R. F. T iris, 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, ev.

3 MONDAY But the tax collector, star :ng 
far off, would not even lift up his ei,< to

* Encourage the use of Christian literature

* Have discussions on sermons heard and lessons learned

Planned by Margaret Bruce and Elaine Dickson 

Moy 1965 Volumt t Number 8

Mnaieaarin are luted on their birthday,. Addreue, in DIRECTORY OF MISSIONARY PERSONNEL, free m 

Foreign Miuion loard, F. 0. Roa 6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230, and in HOME MISSIONS.

1
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Enlisting leaders is one of the 
most important tasks to be done in 
your organization for having the 
right leadership can mean success 
or failure. The suggestions in Cur
rent Comments will help in enlist
ing the right persons for your 
Woman’s Missionary Society.

As circle chairmen are enlisted 
to serve, impress upon them the 
need for a close working relation
ship of the circle with the society.

Two ways to strengthen the link 
between the society and circles are:

(1) Have regular executive board 
meetings for making ‘ broad plans 
and for co-ordinating and pro
moting WMU activities.

(2) Relay plans made in execu
tive board to circles for implemen
tation in the circles or in the so
ciety.

Urge WMS members to read the 
book, Go Home and Tell* It is the 
book by Bertha Smith which is 
recommended for study this quar

•Pa. $1.25, cl. $2.75, from Baptist Book Stores; Teacher's Helps, 25c from 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 600 No. 20th St., Birmingham, Ala. 35203 or 
from Baptist Book Stores.

In 1966 the American Bible So- anniversary. Its program of ad- 
ciety will commemorate its 150th vance, called “God’s Word for a

ter. It may be used in circles in
stead of circle programs or it may 
be taught to society members all 
together.

The question has been asked, ‘ If 
a woman cannot read one of the 
books recommended in WMS World 
in Books, may she choose one from 
YWA, GA, or Sunbeam Band World 
in Books?” The answer is. “Yes." 
When there was only one World in 
Books, WMS members were ex
pected to choose books for study 
and reading from the WMS section, 
but if those books were not suitable 
for some, they were encouraged to 
choose books from the youth sec
tions.

This month has special emphases 
of which you will want to be aware. 
Some of these are: Christian Home 
Week, May 2-9; GA Focus Week, 
9-15; WMU Annual Meeting, Dallas, 
Texas, May 31-June 1. We hope to 
see you there!

New AgeW a dynamic world 
nroiect which seeks to make the 
Bible available and meaningful to 
eVery person in the language and 
form he can best read and under

cut society program for May is 
•The Book That Lives.” It under
takes to show the place and power 
of the Bible in world missions. En
courage each circle member to at
tend this WMS meeting which will 
help her understand better how she 
may co-operate in meeting the need 
of "God’s Word for a New Age.”

As you use a preview of the pro
gram for the general meeting as 
suggested in Forecaster each month, 
you can interest members in the 

at your meetings

GENERAL • by Mrs. A. B. Constantz, WMS Director. Missouri

WMS Round Table . . . How-to

To promote the WMS Round 
Table make a flip chart and use it 
at your WMS meeting. Your chart 
could have three pages using the 
following suggestions.

I. Find Time to Read
1. Follow a daily schedule
2. Evaluate present activities; 

eliminate less important ones
3. Hunt for wasted minutes
4. Talk less
5. Keep book handy
6. Read while you wait
7. Emphasize reading instead of 

meeting
II. Create Interest

society program.
Perhaps this is a good time to 

reevaluate the effectiveness of your 
circle. Is your circle enlisting wom
en in mission study and action? Is 
your circle helping to distribute the 
responsibilities of the society among 
a larger percentage of the mem
bers? Is your circle helping to dis
cover and develop leaders? Is your 
circle stimulating the participation 
of members in the society’s efforts 
for world missions? Is your circle 
meeting the needs of its members 
for friendship and fellowship? If 
you can answer these questions af
firmatively, you lead a vital, dy
namic unit of your Woman’s Mis
sionary Society.

1. Talk about what you have read
2. Relate new facts learned
3. Select books with interest ap

peal
III. Get Books

1. Each one buy one
2. Use church library
3. Use public libraries
WMS “Crams” for Finals on 

Fostering GAs

(Make display of GA Manuals, 
Tell magazines, mission study 
books, Forward Step emblems and 
charts, counselor’s notebook, plan 
book, etc.)

Use the following introduction 
and fostering ideas if they fit into 
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the plans of your GA committee.
The merry month of May is a 

time for final exams and GA ac
tivities. What does our missionary 
society need to do to be ready for 
vacation time fostering to overcome 
Focus Week letdown? Let’s do 
some “cramming” on summer plans.

1. Help with a spring “GA Hunt” 
to find and enlist more girls.

(a) Contact mothers of pros
pects and give scope of GA work.

(b) Provide homes and food for 
a progressive dinner featuring food 
from other lands.

(c) Have a yard party, playing 
games of other countries.

2. Plan "Operation Adoption 
Center"—seek to get a WMS mem
ber to adopt a girl and be to her a 
special friend. Help with Forward 
Step work; encourage and assist her 
to attend associational or state GA 
camp; let her feel free to discuss 
her problems at any time; give her 
love and be an understanding 
grownup.

3. Plan a June mission book 
shower of books listed in the GA 
World in Books. Forward Step 
work and GA Aims require the 
reading of mission books. Each 
auxiliary needs more copies of the 
mission study books so the girls can 
participate in reading and study.

Attendance at State and Conven
tion-wide Meetings

Make a stick figure. On one side 
draw a sad face, on the other a glad 
one (as illustrated).

'Use it to encourage WMS mem
bers to attend Ridgecrest and Glo- 
rieta WMU Conferences. The fol
lowing questions and answers may 
be used in your presentation:

Is our WMS ailing? (Show sad 
face.) Do we need a checkup? Are 
our officers sluggish and do our 
meetings drag on through the pain

ful months? How about our execu
tive board and business meetings? 
Are they boring? What action of 
members is evidenced from the 
mission programs? Is our society 
failing to enrol new members?

Let’s answer these questions. 
Do our officers show a smiling face 
because they have new ideas and 
a deepening concern? (Show glad 
face.)

WMU weeks at Glorieta and 
Ridgecrest and our state leadership 
camp will give that shot. Make 
plans now to attend. We’ll return 
with enthusiasm and we’ll hardly 
be able to wait to get started in re
storing life and vitality to the en
tire society.

Plan now to attend . . .
Glorieta, July 22-28
Ridgecrest, August 12-18 

CIRCLE •

by Mrs. Charles Standridge, 
Virginia

Use of Call to Prayer in
Family Group

Secure a map of the world and 
colored-head pins. Show how these 
can be used as you promote use of 
Call to Prayer in homes. The fol
lowing information will help in 
preparing for the presentation.

Do we let the children have a 
definite part in the time for family 
devotions? Material has already 
been prepared for you in Call to 
Prayer in Royal Service which, 
when coupled with a little bit of 
imagination on your part, can make 
this devotional period one of the

most cherished periods of the day. 
Consider letting each child in 

your family who can read, prepare 
each day for a week one or two 
facts of interest about one of the 
countries represented by the mis
sionaries listed in the Call to 
Prayer. If there is room on a wall 
near the place where you have your 
family devotions, place a map of 
the world and let the child place 
some identifying mark, pin, or seal 
on the country about which the fact 
is given; place a pin (short ones 
with colored heads may be bought 
at stationery stores) on each coun
try where there is a missionary for 
whom you are praying on that day. 
At the end of the week, remove all 
of the pins and stickers and pre
pare for the next child to have the 
assignment for the following week. 
If there are younger children who 
cannot read, they, may still have 
their “assigned week” with an older 
child assisting.

Preview of June General Program, 
“Assignment: Missionary Associate”

In recent years there has been 
a trend to produce plays using a 
minimum of props. Adapt this 
technique in announcing your June 
general program, “Assignment: 
Missionary Associate.”

Secure four telephones. Toy 
phones would do if you cannot bor
row four from your telephone com
pany. Prepare the front of your 
room for four stations (places 
to locate your “actresses”). Sug
gestions are (1) a member seated 
on a kitchen stool, (2) a lady stand
ing with a cup of coffee in her hand,
(3) a lady perched on the top of a 
short ladder, (4) and a lady seated 
at a table as though it were her 
desk. Give to each woman a tele
phone.

Review the general program in 
Royal Service and select several 
pertinent statements for your 
speakers to use in the “telephone
relay” announcement. Let each 
woman use her given name as she 
identifies herself to the person 
whom she is calling. The woman 
seated on the kitchen stool, will dial 
the woman next to her with the 
cup of coffee. After identifying her
self she will tell about the up
coming program and how she wants 
her to be there. She calls her 
friend, the woman next to her on 
top of a short ladder, and tells her. 
She then calls the next person and 
identifies herself. The upcoming 
program is discussed briefly and 
she is asked to call the woman 
seated at her desk. A brief conver
sation follows and she then tells 
her something about the program 
and asks if she can come by and 
pick her up. She responds enthusi
astically.

The one presenting the “tele
phone-relay” announcement may 
then say to the group: “Won’t you 
not only be present for the June 
general program meeting but tele
phone a friend and bring her 
along?”

Reading of Mission Study Book,

Go Home and Tell

Have the question, “Do you know 
how to read?” printed on poster 
board or begin the presentation 
with this question, then give the 
following information briefly.

It takes know-how to read a 
newspaper. Columbia University’s 
School of Journalism spends the 
first few days each term teaching 
its sudents how to do it. Its rules 
are:

1. Read every headline on front 
page
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2. Go back and read every lead, 
or first paragraph

3. Read news summary, if your 
paper has one

4. Go back and read the first- 
page stories that interest you—and 
then the rest of the paper.

In other words, grasp the whole 
before getting into details.

(Adapted from Just Between 
Office Girls, Bureau of Business 
Practice, 24 Rope Ferry Rd., 
Waterford, Conn., copyright 1964 
by Prentice-Hall, Inc.)

This is one way to read the news
paper.

This is one way to read books.
But if you know how to read— 

this way of some other—read 
Bertha Smith’s book, Go Home and 
Tell. (Price pa. $1.25; cl. $2.75 from 
Baptist Book Stores. Teacher's 
Helps, 254 from Woman’s Mission
ary Union, 600 No. 20th St., Bir
mingham, Ala. 35203, or from Bap
tist Book Stores.)r

Current
COMMENTS

The Nominating Committee at 
Work

It is a big assignment to find 
“the right person for the right job” 
in WMS. But it is important! And 
the success of work in your society 
depends on it.

Most nominating committees suc
ceed or fail at the point of making 
the enlistment contact with pros
pective leaders. How a person is 
enlisted lays the foundation for 
that person’s future work. If her 
agreement to accept the position is

6 

shallow or coerced, her service will 
reflect it. If her commitment to 
serve is prayerfully and thought
fully made, her service will show

Consider these pointers as you 
enlist leaders:

1. Seek God’s leadership. He will 
guide your efforts and lead you to 
the right persons. Prayer should 
precede all contacts.

2. Study the entire WMS mem
bership roll to discover prospective 
leaders. Many societies make the 
error of using and reusing the 
same people as leaders when there 
are others available. Some women 
are not leaders because they have 
never been asked. Judge a pros
pective leader not only by what 
she is, but also by what she can be
come.

3. After the president is elected, 
ask her to work with the nomi
nating committee in suggesting 
other leaders and in making enlist
ment contacts with prospective 
leaders. It is good for the person 
who will be supervising the work 
of others to help enlist them. The 
relationship established between 
the president and her co-workers 
as they are enlisted lays the foun
dation for working relationships 
throughout the year.

4. When enlisting leaders, appeal 
to them on the highest level. Help 
them see that accepting the position 
requires more than loyalty to a 
president, or to an organization, but 
loyalty to God in the discharge of 
responsibility. This is where Christ 
placed his appeal—“Come, follow 
me.” Out of personal loyalty and 
devotion to Christ comes a willing
ness to do what is necessary in 
carrying on his work.

5. After talking with someone 
about accepting a responsibility, 
give her something to read which 
further explains the job to be done, 

and atk her to pray about it before 
giving an answer. Good materials 
to use to acquaint prospective lead
ers with their responsibilities are 
the WMS Manual, WMU Year 
Book, and Royal Service (especial
ly Forecaster section which shows 
some of the monthly helps avail
able to leaders). When a person, 
after prayerful consideration, final
ly gives her answer, accept it. 
Pressuring people into positions is 
not usually the best way to get good 
leaders.

Happy hunting!

Emphasis on the Tithe

Have you used the WMU 
stewardship leaflets on tithing in 
your society? Two are available— 
“The Whole Family Tithing” and 
“A Woman Looks at Tithing.” Both 
may be secured in quantity, free 
from your state WMU office.

Interest-Talent Survey

Is it true? A person does best 
the things she is most interested in.

Is it true? Making use of a per
son’s special talents and abilities is 
a good way to involve her in WMS 
work.

Both statements are true. Where 
a person is—in interest and ability 
—is the best place to begin in in
volving her in study and other ac
tions in your WMS. An interest
talent survey of your members will 
help you discover the keys to the 
full enlistment of them.

An Interest-Talent Survey Card 
is pictured in chapter 8 in the WMS 
Manual. This can be mimeographed 
to use in conducting the survey, or 
the cards may be purchased from 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 600 No. 

20th St., Birmingham, Ala. 35203, 
or from Baptist Book Stores; price, 
10 for 104, packaged only as listed.

Consider taking the survey 
through your circles. Keep it up 
to date by having every new mem
ber who joins your society fill out 
a survey card. Make the informa
tion on the cards available to your 
nominating committee and to so
ciety leaders as they enlist people 
to do the significant work of WMS. 
You will find the technique helpful.

Girls’ Auxiliary Focus Week, 
May 9-15, 1965

Focus Week, a special week for 
Girls’ Auxiliary, has a purpose. The 
attention of the church is on the ac
tivities, reason, value, and the girl 
of the missionary organization. 
During this special week, emphasis 
is given on the place of the girl in 
world missions through her church 
and its missionary organizations.

The Girls’ Auxiliary director and 
counselors determine what Focus 
Week will mean to the churches, 
the members of Girls’ Auxiliary 
and to those unenlisted girls who 
need missionary education.

Members of WMS can advertise, 
foster, and promote activities 
during Focus Week. Put forth the 
extra effort to enlist every girl in 
the church in a Girls’ Auxiliary 
and give special attention to the 
members of today.

Girls’ Auxiliary House Parties— 
Queens’ Courts—Camps

Spring and summer call for 
Girls’ Auxiliary house parties, 
Queens’ Courts and camps in every 
state. GA directors and WMU 
presidents will have information 
about time and places of these in-
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fluent!*! meeting*. Reservation* 
should be sent to the proper per
son* early because moat state* have 
a limit on the number of girl* who 
can be accommodated.

Queens’ Courts and house parties 
are a delight to a girl. Most of them 
are held in schools, colleges, or 
churches away from home. Pro
grams are planned to appeal to and 
influence the girl in every phase of 
her lite.

Opportunities are given for in
dividual expression and growth 
with mental, spiritual, and social 
development in a camping environ
ment. Missionary oriented camps 
are an important phase of Girls’ 
Auxiliary summer activities. Will 
the girls of your church go to a 
house party—a Queens’ Court—a 
camp this year?

—MARJORIE JONES, GA Di
rector, Woman’* Missionary 
Union, SBC

SPICING
YOUR PROGRAM

GENERAL •

Use hymns about the Bible: 
‘•Holy Bible, Book Divine,” ‘‘Break 
Thou the Bread of Life.”

Ask members to give their favor- 
I ite Bible verses. Notice the ones 

with promise, ones which promise 
God’s protection in time of trouble, 
ones which tell of God’s love for us, 
ones expressing gratitude. Suggest 
that there are verses that meet all 
the challenges of life—moments of 
great joy and sorrow, of tempta
tions and strength. God’s Word is 
the Book that lives because it 
meets every man’s need in every 
age.

8

If you have members who speak 
another language, have them re
cite a Bible verse in their own 
tongue. Suggest that real com
munication depends upon ability 
of both sender and receiver to 
understand the words. The Bible 
is God’s communication with man 
in words that both understand.

Use as display different versions 
or translations of the Bible.

Write the American Bible So
ciety for a catalog which suggests 
free and priced materials for your 
own use and for gifts to others. The 
address is: 450 Park Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10022.

—MRS. LOUIS L. DABNEY, 
Alabama

CIRCLE •

In the program members are 
asked to share missionary informa
tion that their families were ex
posed to during the past month. 
Plan to clip newspaper stories 
pertinent to missions that you and 
your family read during the past 
weeks. Paste these up on a poster 
board. On circle day arrange an 
exhibit with this poster, plus maga
zines and books open at related sec
tions.

Get the next month’s programing 
schedules from your local TV and 
radio stations. Make a copy for each 
circle member’s use at home.

Order for each member a free 
copy of the leaflet, “Into All the 
World,” from American Bible So
ciety, 450 Park Ave., New York, 
N. Y. 10022. Suggest that every 
member share with her family 
something of the information in the 
leaflet. In your society meeting you 
will be studying about distribution 
of the Bible.
—ALICE DAWSON CHEA VENS, 

Texas

heaven, bid beat breast, saying. ‘God. be 
merciful to me a sinner!’ Luke 18:13, RSV 
(read. vv. 9-14).

A seeking of divine guidance in plans for 
the years ahead marked the twelfth annual 
Argentine Baptist pastors’ conference held 
last year in June. Last year was the first in 
the Argentine Baptist Convention’s “Decade 
of Advance" aimed at doubling the number 
of churches and members in the country in 
ten years. A missionary writes, “This pro
gram seems to have unified the efforts and 
spirit of Argentine Baptists more than any
thing else in the fifty-six-year history of or
ganized work here.”

The Stephen Walker Davenports were ap
pointed in 1963 for Argentina. Pray for Mrs. 
Davenport and Argentine Baptists.

Pray also for D. M. Carroll, Jr.. Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, D. W. King. Beirut, Leba
non, ed.: J. B. Stepp, Jr.,* Brazil, ev.; W. C. 
Harrison, Brazil, ret.: Mrs. A. E. Corugedo. 
Matanzas. Cuba, ev.; Clara A. Lane. Fresno, 
Calif., GM

4 TUESDAY And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 1 These. 5:23 (read vv. 23-28).

Our attention is centered today on Switzer
land where two missionaries have a birthday. 
Mrs. John Allen Moore and Mr. John P. 
Wheeler.

Mrs. Moore and her husband who teaches 
in the Baptist Seminary and who is director 
of European Baptist Press Service, report that 
representatives from thirty English-language 
churches and missions met last September in 
Germany, electing leaders and adopting new 
organizational forms: an association of Eng
lish-language churches in Germany; a second 
association of churches in France and Luxem
bourg; a third, of churches in Spain and Italy.

Mr. Wheeler and his wife are also in the 
Seminary in Ruschlikon-Zurich, where he 
teaches.

Pray for Mrs. Moore and Mr. Wheeler, 
Maye Bell Taylor* Brazil, J. J. Hartfield, 
Mexico, ed.: J. B. Matthews, Buenos Aires. 
Argentina, E. H. Clark, Kisumu, Kenya, ev.; 
T. E. Douthit, Jr., Seoul, Korea, MD: Mrs. A. 
B. Craighead. Rivoli-Turin, Italy, RN; Mrs. 
Cirilo Aleman, Las Villas, Cuba, ev.: Mrs. J. 
D. Beal. Atlanta, Ga., Dorothy Ruth Milam, 
Spray N. C., MC

5 WEDNESDAY Therefore let every one 
who i godly offer prayer to thee; at a time 

of distress, in the rush of great waters, they 
shall not reach him Psalm 32:6. RSV (read 
Psalm 32).

The Nigerian Baptist Convention observed 
its Golden Jubilee last June. Anita Roper 
writes enthusiastically of the phenominal 
growth of this body from just a handful of 
churches in 1914. to more than 1,500 last year 
—one baptism to every seven members.

She adds that many places of responsibility 
were transferred from missionaries to Nigeri
ans. Dr. I. N. Patterson terminated his work 
as general secretary as a Nigerian. Dr. J. T. 
Ayorinde, assumed responsibility.

Pray for missionaries and nationals in this 
time of changing leadership.

Pray for Miss Roper. Ibadan. Nigeria, ed.: 
Mrs. T. G. Small, Lusaka. Zambia, ev.: Rose
mary Spessard. Bangkok. Thailand, RN: Mrs. 
J. D. Ragan, Singapore. Malaysia, MA; J. K. 
Solomon, Margarita, Canal Zone, ev.

6 THURSDAY Before they call. I will an
swer: and while they are yet speaking, I will 
hear Isaiah 65:24 (read vv. 17-25).

Rev. Jack D. Hancox has been secretary of 
a five-year plan of expansion and advance by 
the French Baptist Federation. Last October 
he was preacher in a revival in Immanuel 
Baptist Church. Madrid. Spain, where Ameri
can military personnel and their families at
tend. There were three who made professions 
of faith, eight for transfer of letters, and 
nineteen rededications.

Pray for Mr. Hancox, Luynes. France. Mrs. 
H. L. Sinclair. Mrs. J. D. Hollis, Mrs. E. J. 
Tharpe, Kowloon. Hong Kong. Mary Can
non* Japan. J. D. Spann* Uruguay. M. E. 
Torstrick, Chile, ev.; Alma Jackson* Brazil. 
RN: Mrs. J. E. Taylor. Clewiston. Fla., mi
grant ev.: Mrs. R. C. Johnson. Pueblo Nuevo, 
Panama, ev.

7 FRIDAY But thou, when thou prayest. en
ter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which in secret: 
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly Matt. 6:6 (read vv. 5-15).

There was great rejoicing in the First 
Spanish Baptist Church of Waco, Texas, when 
the goal of $168 for the Lottie Moon Christ
mas Offering was met. It was the first time 
they had given so much, reports Rev. Ar
mando G. Virgen, pastor. They also estab
lished a record by having 128 in Sunday 
school. In the spring revival four persons 
were saved, and both people and pastor were 
revived, so that preparation for the Latin
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American crusade for evangelism began at 
once. Young people gave out tracts and New 
Testaments, “Back yard study courses” in 
evangelism and cottage prayer meetings were 
held, new homes visited and a list prepared 
of lost persons.

Pray for Mr. Virgen, Mrs. J. A. Monroe, 
Ariz., Sp. sp. ev.; A. A. Moore, Flagstaff, Ariz., 
Ind. ev.; G. K. Offutt, Louisville, Ky.. Negro 
ev.; Mrs. E. O. Sanders* Mrs. R. C. Bethea* 
Indonesia, H. P. Haynes, III, Maracaibo, 
Venezuela, Mrs. D. E. McDowell, Asuncion, 
Paraguay, ev.

8 SATURDAY If you give good gifts to your 
childrefChow much more shall your Father 
who is in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 
that ask him! Luke 11:13, Montgomery (read 
vv. 1-13).

Mrs. Nanelle Bragg, appointed in 1963 to 
serve in Michigan among Spanish*language 
people, had heard the call of missions through 
BSU while in college. Since she had nurse’s 
training and experience as director of nurs
ing, she considered foreign missions. Gene 
Bragg, however, a seminary acquaintance, be
gan to write to her of the opportunities for 
service in Michigan. Both young people were 
willing for God to lead them. Before long 
they were married, and they continue to work 
among the Spanish people. Pray for this fine 
couple as they witness in our country.

Pray for Mrs. Bragg, Livonia, Miguel Lopez, 
Santa Fe, N. M., Sp. sp. ev.; Sam Morris, 
Shawnee, Okla., Ind. ev.; W. M. Clawson, 
Torreon, Mexico, R. E. Baker, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, ed.; Mrs. R. L. Lambright, Kediri, 
Indonesia, med.; Virginia B. Highfill, Tokyo, 
E. P. Bennett, Oita, Japan, Mrs. B. P. Eman
uel, Manila, Philippines, Mrs. R. E. Wakefield, 
Singapore, Malaysia, ev.

SUNDAY For the same Lord over all 
MAY 9 rich unt0 ca^ upon 

him. For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved 
Rom. 10:12-13 (read vv. 1-21).

Neither rain nor a visit by French Presi
dent Charles de Gaulle could stay 38 women 
of the four missionary societies of Baptist 
churches in Quito, Ecuador, from their ap
pointed plans last September.

Led by missionaries, including Mrs. James 
C. Muse, Jr., women with 18 children spent a 
day at the Baptist encampment, studying the 
new Spanish WMU manual. They also swam 
in the camp pool, ate a picnic lunch, and 
viewed a Baptist film. Three of the societies 
represented were newly organized, and this

BA busineu adminhtratioR 
ed. education 

ev. evangelism 
GM general missionary 

Ind. Indian 
MA missionary associate 
MC mission center 
MD doctor

med. medical 
pub. publication 

ret. retired 
RM rescue mission 

RN nurse 
Sp. sp. Spanish-speaking 

* furlough

was their first joint meeting.
Pray for Mr. Muse. Mrs. W. M. Parker* 

Brazil, W. R. Hull, Nyeri, Kenya. Mrs. J. Y. 
Greene, Mrs. R. E. Snell, D. B. Howie, Seoul, 
Korea, Mrs. Juan Narranjo, Havana. Cuba, 
ev.; J. E. Hubbard. Pawnee, Okla., Ind. ev.; 
Mrs. Gregoria Gonzalez, Tex., ret.

10 MONDAY Nevertheless we made our 
prayer unto our God, and set a watch against 
them day and night, because of them Neh. 
4:9 (read vv. 1-18).

Senorita Maria Luisa Hidalgo, a Baptist 
from Spain who has expressed a desire to be 
a missionary since her teen years, will help 
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Young, Jr., begin 
medical work in Yemen. She will work in the 
Baptist hospital in Gaza several months. She 
received nurse’s training in England and 
studied in the Armstrong Memorial Training 
School, Rome, Italy, and in the Baptist semi
nary, Ruchlikon, Switzerland. Pray for Dr. 
and Mrs. Young and Miss Hidalgo.

Pray for Mrs. Young, Yemen, Mrs. J. L. 
Wilson, Bangkok, Thailand, ev.; J. P. Satter
white, Kyoto, Japan, MD; Cora Ney Hardy, 
Yaba, W. L. DuVall. Oshogbo. Nigeria. W. E. 
Arnold* Ghana, ed.; E. R. Hammock. Tex., 
ret.; Antonio Santana, Havana, Cuba, ev.

11 TUESDAY After this manner therefore 
pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name Matt. 6:9 (read vv. 
1-15).

From the Spanish mission in Clovis, New 
Mexico, characteristically varied reports are 
made by the hard-working missionary Julian 
C. Reyna: “Two new families coming to our 
mission ... a couple made profession of 
faith ... a family of five added to the 
church . . . somebody had been praying! 
. . . our baptistry is not in good condition 
. . . four professions of faith in vacation Bi
ble school . . . the big rains made the w.i'er 
jump inside the church and get into he 
heater ... we had a church study coui in 
Ephesians ...” a wedding, a revival, or<! a- 
tion of deacons, all make up the work in is 

mission < enter.
pro? Mr. Reyna, Mrs. A. P. Olmedo, 

Panama. Sp. sp. ev.: Mrs. Reiji Hoshizaki, 
Nagoy . Japan, H. C. Starnes, Taejon, Korea, 
J. I. Nance. Bandung, Indonesia. Mrs. C. E. 
Westbrook. Argentina, ev.

12 WEDNESDAY For the eyes of the Lord 
are over the righteous, and his ears are open 
unto their prayers 1 Peter 3:12 (read vv. 
8-22).

Helen Meredith writes from Cartegena, 
Colombia: “I had known for some time that 
the term ‘missionary’ is not restricted to those 
who leave home for a distant field of service. 
But the fact is impressed upon my mind 
frequently when I hear women in the mis
sionary society of the Alcibia Baptist-Church 
refer to being a ‘missionary’ in a certain 
barrio (section of the city) in Cartagena. By 
this they mean that they go with tracts from 
house to house in that neighborhood to try 
to get people interested in the gospel. Wis
dom, patience, tact, perseverance, and love 
are all necessary to overcome prejudice 
against anything that threatens change from 
a traditional religion. Our women make it 
clear that they are interested primarily in 
the salvation of all, and so give a positive, 
direct testimony of what Christ can do in the 
heart and life of one who repents and trusts 
Him. Please pray for these women and those 
to whom they go.”

Pray for Miss Meredith. Mrs. Burton de 
Wolfe Davis. Fortaleza. Brazil, Ethel Guest, 
Nigeria, ed.: Mrs. W. C. Warmath, Japan. T.
G. Small. Lusaka, Zambia, R. R. Morris, 
Tanga. Tanzania, ev.: Anris Pender. Sinaa- 
pore, Malaysia, BA

13 THURSDAY He shall pray unto God, 
and he will be favourable unto him: and he 
shall see his face with joy: for he will render 
unto man his righteousness Job 33:26 (read 
vv. 26-30).

In California Baptist college Rev. George 
B. Joslin, missionary to the deaf, teaches a 
class in sign language for those who minister 
to the deaf in their churches. One student, 
because of his interest in a friend whose 
parents were deaf, has started work in Ster
ling Baptist Church near San Bernardino. 
Helping him is Mrs. Jean Autrey. Six deaf 
people were in church services on Easter 
Sunday The ministry extends into the homes 
of deaf, where visitors find a warm response. 
There are four other groups in the associa
tion. as well as a ministry to the children in 
the California School for the Deaf.

Pray for Mrs. Joslin, Calif., deaf ev.: H. D. 
Shield. Hoopa, Calif., Ind. ev.: F. W. Wiggins. 
Tex.. Sp. sp. ev.: Mrs. Aurelia Baez. Cuba, 
ret.: Mrs. R. B. Wyatt, Jr., Temuco, Chile, ev.

14 FRIDAY Look unto me. and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth: for I am God. and 
there is none else Isaiah 45:22 (read vv. 
20-25).

“The night I was baptized," says missionary 
Amelia Diaz, “I gave myself to tell my people 
about Jesus. I began to pray at the same time 
I worked. During the twenty-six years I have 
taught kindergarten I have seen many chil
dren and parents give their hearts to Jesus. A 
five-year-old boy in San Antonio one day 
said ‘I am going to be a preacher.’ Now he is 
pastor of the First Mexican Baptist Church, 
Dallas. Prayer keeps me in the Lord's work.”

Pray for Miss Diaz. Las Cruces, N. M.. Sp. 
sp. ev.: Mary Lee Ernest, Singapore. Malaysia, 
J. E. Ingouf, Surabaya, Indonesia, ev.; Roberta 
Ryan. El Paso, Tex., pub.

15 SATURDAY They shall call on my 
name, and I will hear them: I will say. It 
is my people: and they shall say. The Lord 
is my God Zech. 13:9 (read vv. 2-9).

Last year on her birthday a missionary was 
leading the feature period at a youth confer
ence in Mindanao. Philippines. She and her 
fellow-worker, Mary Lucile Saunders, had 
had a busy month holding vacation Bible 
school clinics, attending the book shop insti
tute in Manila where their own book store 
won recognition for good work, attending 
literature and promotion meetings, and. in 
between time, catching up on duties in the 
publication offices. Pray for these book store 
and publication workers as they try to meet 
schedules and deadlines necessary in their 
work.

Pray for Virginia Mathis, Manila. Philip
pines, Mrs. J. T. Poe. El Paso, Tex., pub.: 
M. D. Oates. Calif.. Sp. sp. ev.; Mrs. Fran
cisco Rodriguez. Matanzas. Cuba. ev.

SUNDAY any you lack wisdom’ 
M A V 1 fi ^et h'm ask °f God, ^at 9*veth 

to dll men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him 
James 1:5 (read James 1).

A seven-year effort to buy property for 
Baptists in Jerusalem, Jordan, has culminated 
in success, with the purchase of a large lot 
in a strategic section of the Arab city, reports 
Mrs. J. Wayne Fuller, press representative 

22 23



for the Arab Baptist Mission.
Located between the American colony and 

the National Palace Hotel, the site has a house 
which will be remodeled and used as a home 
for the pastor of the newly organized Jordan
ian Baptist Church. The church now meets in 
a basement chapel below the Baptist book 
store.

Rev. William O. Hearn, leader of Southern 
Baptist mission effort in Arab Jerusalem, 
called the purchase a “prayer victory.”

Pray for Mrs. Fuller, P. H. Carter, Merida, 
Mexico, J. O. Watson, Asuncion, Paraguay, 
Mrs. J. E. Posey, Jr., Baguio, Philippines, ev.; 
Catherines. Walker, Semarang, Indonesia, 
ed.: Mrs. Louis O'Conner, Jr., Korea, RN; 
Mrs. Roe Beard, Muskogee, Okla., Ind. ev.; 
Mrs. S. M. Hernandez, Phoenix, Ariz., Sp. sp. 
ev.: J. M. Sanchez, Havana, Cuba, ev.; Mrs. 
Lawrence Stanley, Phoenix. Ariz., Chinese 
ev.; Mrs. F. H. Walters, Canal Zone, ret.

17 MONDAY Again I say unto you, That if 
two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
any thing that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven Matt. 18:19 (read vv. 15-20).

“As Christian ambassadors in Kenya it is 
our aim not only to bring people to know 
and accept Christ but also to help them come 
to realize and accept responsibility toward 
building a Christian nation. Problems here 
are the same as they are the world over.

“It may seem absurd to mention material
ism as existent alongside overwhelming 
poverty and unemployment; however, these 
factors seem to intensify the struggle and 
blind man to all but the material.” Thus 
writes a thoughtful missionary.

Pray for J. G. Partain, Kitale, Kenya, W. R. 
Wakefield, Makati, Philippines, R. Z. Cham- 
Ize, Jr.,9 Peru, ev.; T. W. Talkington, Miss., 
ret.

18 TUESDAY But verily God hath heard 
ms; he hath attended to the voice of my 
prayer Psalm 66.19 (read Psalm 66).

We are grateful that we still have mission
aries in Communist Cuba. Letters received 
from them report: people are responding to 
the gospel and are being baptized, preachers 
are being trained in the seminary, youth con
ferences are continuing. Pray for wisdom for 
Cuban Christians.

Pray for Felix Toma, Havana, Cuba, J. E. 
Hampton,9 Tanzania, C. W. Campbell, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, A. L. Gillespie, Toyonaka, 
W. C. Warmath, Mrs. M. E. DuPriest, Japan, 
ev.; A. L. Davis, Jr.9 Hong Kong, MD; Mary 
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Jane Whorton 9 Nigeria, ed.

19 WEDNESDAY And I knew that thou 
hearest me always: but because of the p- ople 
which stand by I said it, that they may be
lieve that thou hast sent me John 11:42 
(read vv. 33-46).

Edmon Burgher, Russian missionary in the 
Los Angeles area reports his first Russian 
convert. “Using a Russian Bible which had 
been given to her by the Baptist church in 
Texas where she was a Sunday school mem
ber, I led her to a clear understanding of 
salvation.”

Pray for Peter Chen, San Francisco. Calif.. 
Chinese ev.: Mrs. Claudio Iglesias. Okla., Ind. 
ev.; S. F. Dowis, Ga., Mary C. Alexander, 
China-Hong Kong. Mrs. H. H. Snuggs. China, 
ret.; W. D. Bender, Oshogbo. Nigeria, ed.; C. 
W. Bedenbaugh. Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. J. 
N. Westmoreland.9 Rhodesia, Mrs. Wayne 
White, Mexico, ev.

20 THURSDAY I will be glad and rejoice 
in thee: I will sing praise to thy name. O thou 
most High Psalm 9:2 (read vv. 1-11).

Dean Duke has been learning Spanish 
while he and his wife and three children 
serve in Temuco, Chile. He writes: “In addi
tion to preaching in a local mission I taught 
English in the colegio (school) last year and 
enjoyed it. The mission voted, to recommend 
me as sub-director, assisting the director who 
is a Chilean, a fine Christian man and prod
uct of the colegio.” The Dukes request prayer 
for the colegio and directors, that the school 
may be the spiritual light it should be: and 
for the country of Chile, that Communists not 
get control of the government.

Pray for Mr. Duke, Mrs. G. H. Wise, 
Campinas, L. C. Bell, Rio de Janeiro. Brazil, 
J. S. McGee, Igede, Nigeria, Lorene Tilford, 
Taichung, Taiwan, ev.; Mrs. Lee Streeter, 
Moore, Okla., Ind. ev.

21 FRIDAY Stand up and bless the Lord 
your God for ever and ever: and blessed be 
thy glorious name, which is exalted above 
all blessing and praise Neh. 9:5 (read vv. 
1-6).

The president of the Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzerland. 
Dr. John Wash Watts in his inaugural ad
dress last August said, “The Baptist mini. *iy 
at its best has been a means of enlist 
training, and employing the total manpo r 
of the church for its mission to the wo 
Baptists have expected primarily a preach 

ministry, preaching which is biblical, plead
ing persuading: a witness to the direct au
thority of Christ and the Scripture.” Pray for 
this school which prepares European Baptist 
leaders.

Pray for Mary Hester Powell.9 Nigeria. 
RN: G. E. Kingsley,- Malawi, ev.: N. D. 
Brown. Ogbomosho. Nigeria, ed.: Mrs. Asun
cion Sugasti. Pacora. Panama, ev.; N. E. 
Douglas. Tenn.. Negto ev.

22 SATURDAY And they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart. Prais
ing God. and having favour with all the 
people Acts 2:46-47 (read vv. 41-47).

"Last year we made contact with 13.139 
patients in hospitals. Many were Indians we 
had won to the Lord in our 33 years as mis
sionaries in Oklahoma," report the Roe 
Beards.

“At Easter and Christmas it is our custom 
to give out Bibles, tracts, portions of God’s 
Word. We distributed 1.244 Bibles or portions 
of God’s Word, last year. There were 56 who 
trusted Christ as Saviour; 14 of these were 
baptized into a Baptist church. Pray for us as 
we visit each week.”

Pray for Mr. Beard, Muskogee, Okla.. Ind. 
ev.: Noemi Cuevas. Tex., Sp. sp. ev.: O. W. 
Reid.* Mexico, V. O. Vernon. Fortaleza. Bra
zil, A. W. Compton. Santiago. Chile, ev.; 
Maurice Perryman, Ajloun, Jordan, ed.

SUNDAY J wil1 extol thee, my God.
MAY 23 O King; and I will bless thy

name for ever and for ever 
Psalm 145:1 (read Psalm 145)'.

Joan Frisby was appointed by the Home 
Mission Board to work in the Good Will 
Center in Dallas, Texas. After a few months 
on the field she wrote, “I’ve, never been 
happier in all my life. I've never known 
God's blessings more than these past few 
months. I’ve tried to understand this. Why 
would God bless me? Why should I have all 
this happiness? In reading the Gospel of John 
I found the answer. Jesus said. ‘If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them!’ ” 
Pray for Joan and this toork.

Pray for Miss Frisby: Mrs. H. T. Gruver, 
Phoenix. Ariz., Sp. sp. ev.: Mrs. W. N. Claxon, 
Ibadan. B. E. Cockrum, Jr.,* Nigeria, Mrs. H. 
T. McKinley, Gwelo, Rhodesia. Mrs. R. W. 
Barrel' Nairobi, Kenya, W. G. Henderson,* 
Korea r»v.

24 MONDAY Blessing, and glory, and wis
dom. and thanksgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might, be unto our God for ever 
and ever. Amen Rev. 7:12 (read vv. 9-17).

On Brazil’s Independence Day. Baptists of 
Pernambuco traditionally have held evange
listic gatherings in the center of downtown 
Recife. Last year there was a parade with 
band music and standard bearers. Hundreds 
of Baptists marched singing and carrying 
Bibles. Twelve to fifteen hundred persons 
watched. The 1965 evangelistic endeavor is 
scheduled for June. 1965. Pray for the lost 
that they may be won to Christ.

Pray for Doris Penkert, Recife, Brazil, ed.: 
Mrs. A. J. Terry. C. D. Hardy, Brazil. Mrs. 
Earl Parker. China-Korea, ret.: Louis O’Con
ner. Jr.. Korea. Mrs. C. W. Campbell. Buenos 
Aires. Argentina. Mrs. W? W. Stennett. 
Quezaltenango. Guatemala, ev.: D. Bejarano, 
N. M.. ret.: N. L. Peyton, Wake Forest, N. C., 
deaf ev.

25 TUESDAY O Lord my God. I will give 
thanks unto thee for ever Psalm 30:12 (read 
Psalm 30).

The Japan Baptist Convention met last fall 
at the convention’s assembly grounds, Amagi 
Sanso. with 300 messengers from 102 church
es and 114 missions. Eight new churches 
reported, including two English-language 
churches. Goals have been set to double the 
number of churches by 1970. to accelerate 
the growth toward self support for churches 
and convention, to enlarge the Sunday school 
enrolment, and to give a more positive 
evangelistic emphasis.

Pray for G. A. Clark. Fukuoka. Japan. S. 
M. James. Saigon. Vietnam. T. E. Bryant. Sao 
Paulo. Brazil. D. R. Smith, Valencia. Vene
zuela. A. F. Garner. Santa Fe. Argentina, ev.:
H. E. Spencer. Quezon City. Philippines, ed.; 
Maxine Joyce Carmichael, La.. RM

26 WEDNESDAY For of him. and through 
him. and to him. are all things: to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen Rom. 11:36 (read vv. 
25-36).

Charles H. Morris has served as missionary 
in Malaya and Singapore since 1958. Since the 
states of Malaya, Singapore, Sarawak, and 
Sabah united in September, 1963, to form 
Malaysia. Mr. Morris surveyed this area for 
mission possibilities. There are political and 
religious complications involved in this newly 
formed republic. Let us pray for the Christian 
witness in this land, and for a time of peace 
that will make possible the establishing and 
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advance of churches.
Pray for Mr. Morris, Sandakan, Malaysia, 

Mrs. W. M. Moore, Joinkrama. Nigeria, Mrs. 
J. E. Thrower,9 Brazil, W. D. Morgan, Rain
bow City. Canal Zone, ev.; Carter Bearden, 
Ga., deaf ev.

27 THURSDAY Oh that men would praise 
the Lord for his goodness, and for his won
derful works to the children of men! Psalm 
107:8 (read vv. 1-14).

“We bought a house recently with money 
from the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. It 
seems that the custom here is to pay one price 
and r>0Wt another, so that buyer and seller 
would pay lower taxes and closing costs. 
When I demanded that our transaction be 
honest, legal, and exact the seller finally con
sented, though he did not want to. The out
come is that people in the town are saying 
this is the first completely legal document 
ever written here. I have the joy of explain
ing that a consistent Christian is honest, and 
does right.” This interesting statement comes 
from Samuel Perkins from Baia, Brazil. 
Thank God for the Christian witness he and 
Mrs. Perkins are giving daily.

Pray for Mrs. Perkins; F. M. Horton, 
Fukuoka, Japan, ed.

28 FRIDAY .. . the blessed and only Sover
eign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who 
alone has immortality and dwells in unap
proachable light, whom no man has ever seen 
or can see. To him be honor and eternal 
dominion. Amen 1 Tim. 6:15-16, RSV (read 
vv. 11-16).

Miss Louise Mitchell works in an Indian 
mission. An effective way to win the lost is 
to provide a vacation Bible school. Many 
people, adults as well as children, come to 
a meeting of this sort when they would fear 
tribal custom and rule too much to attend a 
church service. The problem is often in get
ting a place to meet. Miss Mitchell reports 
with satisfaction her experience last summer 
when the Red Mesa tribal chairman was ap
proached with the matter of using the old 
trading post for vacation Bible school. “It’s 
all right,” she was told. “We’ll just .move out 
and have church there all the time!” Pray for 
Bible schools to be held this summer.

Pray for Miss Mitchell, Magdalena, N. M., 
Ind. ev.; J. B. Parker, Tex., ret.; Mrs. T. 
N. Clinkscales, Curitiba, B. J. Davenport, 
Campinas, Brazil, W. R. Medling,* Japan, ev.

29 SATURDAY Blessing, and honour, and 

glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever Rev. 5:13 (read vv. 11-14).

“When April went home from nursery 
school with a high temperature that de
veloped into meningitis Carver Center com
munity was in an uproar since more than a 
hundred had been in contact with her Many 
prayed and treatment at Charity Hospital 
was effective. April returned to the Center 
and no one else contracted meningitis.

“April’s illness brought us into more direct 
contact with her home where a mother and 
grown daughter have eight children five 
years old or under. These live with four other 
adults in a shotgun type duplex house. There 
are seven children and four adults in the 
other side.”

Pray for Johnnie Hobbs who writes this ap
pealing story, and for the work she and her 
co-workers do in New Orleans.

Pray for Mrs. L. F. Gomez, Tex.. Sp. sp. 
ev.: Mrs. R. K. Evenson. Uruguay. Paul Box, 
Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia, ev.; Mrs. J. A. Fos
ter. Baguio; Philippines. Mrs. J. D. Belote, 
Hong Kong, ed.; Ruth Porter. Asuncion. Para
guay. Donna Stiles, Gatooma. Rhodesia, RN j

SUNDAY Blessed be the Lord. who. 
2Q daily loadeth us with benefits.

even the God of our salvation 
Psalm 68:19.

El Paso, Texas, is a gate city to Old Mexico. 
For a few cents and in a few seconds visitors ’ 
pass through customs to shop in Juarez, 
Mexico. In the same way many Mexicans; 
come into the States, some to visit or work 
temporarily, some to stay. Rev. Daniel R. 
Contreras moved to El Paso last June to work 
in the Sage Land and Belaire Spanish Baptist■ 
Missions. Already he has reorganized the 
Training Union, and assisted WMS and Girls' 
Auxiliary to organize. Pray for him and the i 
members of these churches in this strategic 
center.

Pray for E. D. Evenson, Ariz., superintend- j 
ent of missions; G. L. Gladney, Carthersrille, \ 
Mo., Negro ev.; Mrs. Rafael Guillen. Panama. 
H. O. Hurt, Balboa, Canal Zone, H. V. Davis.' 
Brazil, Mrs. R. W. Burnett, Buenos Aires. Ar
gentina, Mrs. J. A. Herring. Taichung. Tai
wan, Mrs. A. L. Davis, Jr.,* Hong Kong <r.; 
Mrs. L. M. Southerland, Jr., Fukuoka. J.: van. 
Mrs. G. D. Grober* Brazil, RN; I. N. Pv.t'vr- 
son, Ibadan, Nigeria, BA

31 MONDAY While I live will I prais< e

RED-LETTER DAY
by Glen Dabney

Last September the Japan Baptist Con
vention ‘’pencil a new Baptist book store in 
Tokyo, the world’s largest city. “Tliis is 
truly a red-letter day lor us,” said Mr. 
Toshio Kusanagi, managing director of the 
Jordan Press, the publications division of 
(he convention: "to be able to open our. 
first bona fide book store in a building 
bought for that purjxjse and dedicated to 
reaching people with the gospel by means 
of the printed page.” This.is a distribution 
center lor the Bible and other literature.

Japan has the highest literacy rate of any 
nation in the world, and yet less than one 
jjcr cent of the people are professing Chris
tians. Here indeed is a field "white unto 
harvest" in a nation hungry for reading 
material. Last year more than five million 
copies and |x>rtions of the Scriptures were 
sold, an all time high.

Even in Tokyo there are thousands who 
have yet to sec their first copy of the Bible. 
"If through the ministry of this Baptist 
book store we can introduce people to the 
Word of God our work will be well re
warded," says Mr. Kusanagi.

We rejoice with Japanese Christians at 
thisGod-given op|x)i tunity to put the Bible 
into the hands of the |xx>ple. But at the 
same lime we remind ourselves that the 
distribution of the Bible is a preliminary

Lord: / will sing praises unto my God while 
I have my being Psalm 146:2 (read Psalm 
146).

Baptists of Santiago, Chile, wanted to know 
each other better.

The city was divided into four districts 
with the churches in each section visiting 
each other during a week of meetings. Serv
ices were held in a different church each 
evening with a layman doing the preaching. 
A guv • choir sang.

Rev Alan W. Compton reports that at- 
tendur: • was good in spite of cold weather. 

step to the most vital threshold upon whic h 
a man must stand, a face-to-face encounter 
with the Father through the Son Christ 
Jesus. A belief about the Saviour must be
come a belief in his power to save, trans- 
I or med with the Spirit's help into complete 
commitment into Gcxl’s keeping.

The Christian must move on another 
step in his search for growth in grace and 
knowledge. Paul reminded Timothy: "For 
yourself, concentrate on winning God’s ap
proval, on being a workman with nothing 
to be ashamed of, and who knows how to 
use the wotd of truth to the best advantage" 
(2 Tim. 2:15, Phillips). God's Word, just as 
a physician's prescription for a life-giving 
potion, must be applied internally to bring 
the desired results. God's Word must be 
probed, must be applied to the ills of man
kind and to the health-robbing worries of 
our clay to be effective. How often do we 
seek remedies of our own for spiritual sic k
ness before consulting the Great Physic ian!

In our clay of complex living God’s Word 
continues its unalterable course into the 
hearts of men with eternal promise. We can 
hold in our hands the Book containing the 
promises of God but we must hold in our 
hearts the Saviour about whom the Book 
tells before we can claim these promises for 
our own—our personal red-letter clay!

On Saturday night 800 Baptists from all the 
churches gathered at First Baptist Ghurch. 
“The spirit of prayer and co-operation which 
reigned made all of us sure of good evange
listic meetings." he writes. Thank God for 
these blessings.

Pray for Mrs. Compton, Santiago, W. W. 
Stennett. Quezaltenango, Guatemala. Mrs. 
William Skinner, Asuncion, Paraguay, June 
Cooper. Ichikawa, Japan, ev.; Mrs. H. L. 
Price, Tokyo. Japan, RN; J. W. Nelson, Cuba, 
N. M., Ind. ev.; Mrs. J. F. Potter, Thomasville, 
N. C., deaf ev.
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by Doris Cutter

G42V HELP...
HERE’S HOV

S1;|I. ,j; ;1nd 1135 G Street, N.W., Washington 5. I). C. (Eastern Seaboard). 
Yom society may be able to provide several volumes (priced) of the Bible in 
braille lor your blind friend.

DEAPCPfeRSONS

CHORTLY after I became editor of The Braille Baptist, my telephone rang 
'“'one day/A feminine voice said. “I have become interested in helping blind 
jjBwple through studying our missionary programs. Can you tell me what i<> 
do?” Now there is in The Braille Baptist—not missionary programs—but ex 
c erpts from Royal Service.

As a member of Woman’s Missionary Union, you are in a strategic position 
to find and help persons in your community. No doubt you want to have a part 
in leading others to know Christ as Saviour. Yet you may need to provide help 
in other ways before you can witness to their need of Christ.

Under three headings I am listing sources of help for exceptional persons.

BLIND PERSONS

If the blind person knows nothing about government services:
Contact the nearest Office of Vocational Rehabilitation and ask lor informa

tion about the agency serving the blind in your state. In some states this 
agency is part of the State Department of Welfare.

// the blind person cannot read braille:
Contact your state agency which serves the blind. In most states a home 

teacher of braille will be provided. While he is learning braille, contact Chris
tian Education for the Blind, P. O. Box (>999, Fort Worth 15, Texas, lor 
information about their free taped Sunday school lessons. This agency has 
other free materials, too. i

// the person can read braille, but docs not know how to get materials:
Write to the Braille Editor, 127 Ninth Avenue, North, Nashville, Tennessee 

37203, and ask that your blind friend be sent The Braille Baptist. It is printed 
in two grades of braille: li/2 and 2. Send your friend’s name, address, and the 
grade ol braille he reads. This tree monthly contains excerpts from Royal 
Service, the Sunday school lessons, Training Union study materials, missionary 
prayer calendar, and missionary articles.

if a person wants to know about the loan of free material for the blind:
Write to the Division of the Blind, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 

20540. Inquire about books and magazines in braille, recordings and tapes ol 
music including speeches and Bible reading. Ask that full information be sent 
to your friend. (Even record players are provided free for blind persons.)

If the blind person has no Bible in braille:
Write for the latest price list on braille Bibles to the American Bible Society: 

1662 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles 17, California (Western and Pacific

If the deal person does not know government services available to him:
Advise him to get in touch with the nearest Oilice of Vocational Rehabilita

tion. In most states it is a part of the Stale Department of Education. Voca
tional Rehabilitation counselors seek to help deal persons get trained for a job 
so they can become self-suppoi ting.

If the person does not know about the Sunday school mid Training Union 
periodicals available for the deaf:

Entourage your church, or a nearby church, to provide literature for deaf 
persons whom you ami your society may minister to. Sunday School Lessons 
Simplified ami Training Union Quarterly Simplified have been prepared with 
the deaf in mind, seeking to meet many of their needs. These quarterlies may 
be ordered (127 Ninth Ave., North, Nashville. Tennessee 37203) in the regular 
literature order, and cost fifteen cents pet quarterly copy.

If you discover deaf persons in your community, milt no one is prepared io 
minister to them through the sign language:

Write to Mr. Carter Bearden. Mil Spring St.. N.W., Atlanta. Georgia ,30303, 
and ask lor his help. He is a general missionary to the deal with the Home Mis
sion Board. He may be able to point you to a temporary interpreter, or help your 
church to gel someone trained as an interpreter.

OTHER PERSONS

If a person cannot read and write English:
Write to Miss Mildred Blankenship. 101 Spring Street, N.W., Atlanta, 

Georgia 30303. and ask fol her help. She is the literacy missions field worker 
for the Home Mission Board and is in constant touch with people who are 
qualified to teach adults to read and write English. She might even be able 
to tome and hold a workshop to train literacy workers.

If von know a blind young person, you may write to Braille Editor. Sunday School Board 
127 Ninth Avenue. North. Nashville, Tennessee 37203, and ask that your friend be sent tl 
Intermediate Braille Baptist.

Braille Baptist Braille Baptist

Miss Culler is braille editor, also nssislnnl editor of drlull Lesson Courses, Sumins' Sellout 
Honed.
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My 1-15, H65

by Mrs. Joann Wood Laney

LAST NIGHT
< WATCHED 

A Y

|_AST NIGHT I watched a Girls’ 
Auxiliary Coronation. Sitting in 

the hush and darkness of the corona
tion sen ice, I took stock of the dreams 
of my GA girlhood.

As a Queen-Regent-in-Service spoke 
on budgeting her time I recall that 
as a GA I wrote a paper on “My 
Dreams Ten Years from Now.” Ten 
years have come and gone. What of 
those dreams? How have I used my 
time?

Yes. what of those dreams? And 
what of that idealism of youth? Has it 
already dulled and faded? The dream
ing girl was not perfect, but somehow 
her dreams inspired even the ordinary. 
Is the WMU woman that I am today a 
fitting "end result" of those high ideals 
of my girlhood?

Many dreams have come true— 
those of college, career, husband, and 

children—but what of the others? 
Dreams of character and courage, of 
senice and selflessness? This morning, 
even in the brightness and warmth of 
a new day, I can’t get away from the 
chill, the uneasiness in my inner self 
which was so strong last night as I 
watched the girls with pure faces and 
golden dreams. Do I still have that 
faith—the faith to drcam and with 
God's help to make the dreams come 
true?

Must womanhood bring a loss of 
faith? Surely a dream could infuse a 
woman as well as a girl. As a woman 
I know that everything of value re
quires work, cost, and at least incon
venience, if not sacrifice. Does ac< < pt- 
ing the fact of liabilities among 'he 
assets mean I have lost faith?

Last night I was afraid so, seeing ic

uiisullie1 hope of the girls. But this 
morning n the light of day I think 
not. Dn mis should mature into ac
tion. I can’t deny that my great plans 
have become worn and tarnished some
what with experience and daily tasks. 
However, this honing of gilded edges 
reveals, not a surface plate, but solid 
stuff. H I am honest, I must admit 
some of my unfulfilled dreams may not 

by Marjorie Jones, Director of GA Department, WMU, Birmingham

Start with a girl! Make a prospect list from Sunday school rolls, church roll, daugh
ters of WMS members.

Study the needs in your church and decide on the number of Girls' Auxiliaries you 
will be able to have. At least aim for one Junior Girls' Auxiliary and one Intermediate.

Secure good GA leadership. Leaders should be elected by the WMU before a new 
Girls’ Auxiliary is organized.

Subscribe to Tell (at least three copies, including one leadership edition) in advance 
so the counselor will have materials available for planning the first program.

Sufficient manuals (Junior or Intermediate) should be ordered to give to girls at the 
first meeting. Director and counselors should study the GA Leadership Guide, and GA 
leadership course.

Select a meeting place and date for the new organization to meet.
Steer attention of girls and parents with good publicity of first meeting.
Sparkle your first meeting with GAs from your church or association. They can tell 

you how to have a good Girls’ Auxiliary meeting. If this isn’t possible, the counselor 
rnust guide the girls in their first meeting. (See GA Leadership Guide, 65? from WMU, 
600 Nn 20th St., Birmingham, Ala. 35203, and Baptist Book Stores, and "Let’s 
Organ . o a Girls’ Auxiliary" free from state WMU offices, for suggested activities for 
first four meetings.)

Show your new officers and members how to work.
$*) the limit on what you can do in Girls' Auxiliary. That’s where the stars belong!

have suited the pattern of God’s de
sign for me.

Perhaps this is God’s way—this 
dreaming of youth—to renew the faith 
of us older ones whose way may have 
become commonplace and dull minus 
the beckon of dreams.

Yes. I watched a GA Coronation 
last night.

Today I find I am dreaming again!

Aou to Stut (L GiM
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CIRCLE 
PROGRAM

The Home: Expressing Missionary Concern

by Alice Dawson Cheavens

OUTLINE for MEETING
Circle Chairman in Charge

Call to Prayer (read Scripture passage, 
giving missionary information, and 
praying for missionaries)

Song (choose one appropriate to Scripture 
passage)

Business Period
Promotional Features (see Forecaster)

Program Chairman in Charge
Program or Mission Study Book

Introduction
This is the second of three programs 

planned to stimulate us in finding ways to 
make our homes centers of missionary in
fluence, beginning in the lives of family

•Order Go Home and Tell. Smith, cl. S2.75. pa. 
SI .25, from Baptist Book Stores; Teacher's Helps, 
25#, from Woman s Missionary Union, 600 No. 20th 
St., Birmingham, Ala. 35205, or Baptist Book Stores.

OR FOR 
SECOND WMS 
MEETING
MISSION STUDY BOOK: 
Go Home pnd Tell* 
by Bertha Smith
Make plant to have this book 

taught in circle or society. This 

book may be substituted for 
circle program.

members and extending to all the world.
Last month's program was on building 

missionary concepts. First of all we recog
nized the home’s inescapable effect upon 
the lives of its members because of conscious 
and unconscious influences there. Then wc 
pointed out the responsibility of the woman 
who is committed to missions to maintain 
her enthusiasm and to implement her words 
with acts. We reminded ourselves of the 
value of continuing Bible study in the home 
in order to strengthen and develop mission-1 
ary convictions and attitudes. We also 
]M)inted out that the Christian woman who

Program Chairman
(Recall emphasis made in last month's circlQ 

program that the home be a learning center con
cerning world affairs. Let members share anv 
information their families have read, viewed op 
television, or discussed during the last mo^m 
which makes more understandable the probic .js 
confronted by themselves and missionaries.) 

lives in th<- world as a missionary must Ik 
informed of the world’s problems and 
plight. She must utilize every means to 
keepherseil alert. Her zeal must be matched 
with her sensitive understanding of |>eople 
and their needs.

Next month we shall dig in even deeper 
on the subject of the home in its relation to 
world missions. Today we are thinking on 
the vital responsibility of the Christian 
home to express missionary concern. Our 
program is designed to help us implement 
our attitudes (concepts) in concrete situa
tions. It should help us to see that mission 
opportunities are ours to participate in.

Case Studies
Program Chairman: (Ask one woman to repre

sent Mrs. Horton, another Dorothy, another Bob, 
etc. Arrange a simple seating arrangement to 
simulate the family at dinner or in the living 
room. Introduce the person of the case study. Let 
each role player react as she' thinks the family 
member she represents might react. If you do 
not have time to confront the “family” with all 
the case studies, choose the ones which you 
think will cause your members to think hardest 
and occasion the most spiritual growth for the 
group.

In order to give guideposts for discussion of 
each case below, give to each woman a copy of 
the following questions. Or write them on a large 
piece of paper and place so all can see. Use them 
in the discussion of each case):

1. What is the most apparent need?
2. What are the spiritual needs?
3. What course of immediate action do you 

think might be appropriate to take?
4. What roles might various members of your 

family take in being Christian witnesses?
5. What skills do you and others of your fam

ily need to develop to become more effectively 
missionary?

6. What problems might be created for you 
and your family if you undertake being mission
ary to these persons?

The Case of David Epstein

David knows he is a Jew because the 
youngsters down the street have called him 
one. But they also called him “dirty” and 
he has just taken a bath—so five-year-old 
David is a bit mixed up. David's mother 
and <! .<|dy are gone all day and late into 

the night and he gets very lonely. Still Stella 
who is black and cheerful, and is always 
very affectionate is there to comfort him. 
Last night his parents had people at their 
house very late. By the sound of their words 
he knew the grownups were very angry. He 
hid under his blanket and almost did not 
hear the police siren on the car that came to 
take them away. Today the kids down the 
street said words like “gambling,” “liquor 
joint,” “jail.” Stella went next door and 
asked if Dorothy the big girl over there, 
could “sit" with him while Stella went home 
for clean clothes. Stella was plainly fright
ened. and the way she acted she just might 
not come bac k at all.

(Use list of questions, at left, to guide in 
thoughtful discussion.)

The Case of Manuel Puentes

Manuel is twenty-two, handsome, from a 
wealthy and socially prominent family in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. A nominal Cath
olic, he has come to the United States to 
study medicine in a Baptist university. He 
shares an apartment with Bob Lester, a 
Baptist whose family lives in a city a hun
dred miles away. The boys are not espe
cially close friends despite their apartment
sharing: each has his separate interests.

Then there is a sudden c hange in his gov
ernment's fiscal policy and Manuel finds 
himself embarrassed for funds. He receives 
a call from home that his father is dead of 
a heart attack and his mother expects him 
to return home and assume family responsi
bilities. He needs only three months to 
finish his course. For that matter, until his 
accounts are “unfrozen” how could he go 
home? Manuel is greatly distraught.

Bob suggests that Manuel go home and 
spend the Easter vacation with his family 
and telephones his mother that he is bring
ing Manuel.

(Use questions to discuss this family’s best 
m issionary response.)

The Case of Ruth Jones

Ruth is really not a child though she is 
an inmate of slate “school.” She is an epi-
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Icptirand was turned over to the custody of 
the state by her parents. After Ruth was at 
the school five years ail letters from the ad
ministration concerning Ruth were returned 
unclaimed.
• New drugs have in recent years controlled 
Ruth's seizures. Her doc tor thinks she might 
become a self-sup]x>rting individual if she 
has a family to sponsor her for a while, 
provide for her a place to live "outside” 
until she can adjust to working and taking 
care ^Jphrself.

Mrs. Jones has been for some seats play
ing the piano for <ha|x*l ex ery Friday at the 
school. She knows Ruth. Dr. Pieice suggests 
she take Ruth home to share her Peggs s 
room.

(Use above questions and dist uss possible 
reactions of your family.)

The Case of Kitty Yeng

Kitty lives in Hong Kong, a refugee liom 
Red China. She is a religious skeptic. She 

. has a Christian friend, however, who is a 
missionary from the United States. Her mis- 

I sionary friend thinks Kitty has extraordi- 
nary abilites in chemistry and that she ought 
to come to the United Statesto study. First, 
of course, she must learn English, finish her 
course in Hong Kong and accpiire some 
skill by which she can earn her way abroad.

Her friend thinks there is a family in the 
United States that will "adopt” her if she 
can go to a Baptist college. T he missionary 
promises to write the Hortons and tell 
them about Kitty. It seems amazing to Kitty 
that complete strangers would do such a 
thing. Maybe the missionary is just dream
ing. But Kitty doek go to live with the Hor
tons who will send her to a Baptist college 
in the town where they live.

(Use questions. If you were the Hortons, 
how could you confront this young woman 
with her need for Christ as Saviour?)

The Cate of Henry and Ella Miller

Henry is a college graduate. So is Ella. 
They both teach in George Washington 
Carver High School. They subscribe to the 

’ Saturday Evening Post, Time, and Saturday

Review. Regularly at the library th <| 
out the latest books. They go to th iearest 
church every Sunday and each u uhes a 
c lass in Sunday school.

Ella is a faithful member of the miss on- 
ary society. Both have friends among

eck

ary society. Both have friends, among the 
faculty and the students at the high school. 
However, in their home city neithei knew a 
white |>erson except by name. In the 
where they are teaching there are tensions 
over Negro voter registration. Hems |nid 
Ella arc active in ]x.*rsuading the parents ol 
their Negro pupils firmly and |x?acchilly io 
claim their citizenship res|M>nsibilitics.

Seeking a Christian solution to their cltx’s 
problem, the pastors of First Baptist and 
Ebenc/er Baptist suggest to sonic of tlicit 
members that answers might be discovered 
if they got to know each other as jjcrsons. 
Their pastor asked the McNairs to invite to 
their home a couple which the Ebene/er 
pastor will suggest. The names sent them 
were the Millers.

citv

lems, the Christian and missionary possi
bilities for witnessing by the McNairsland 
the Millers?)

Conclusion

Perhaps no one of these "cases” on the 
situations with which the families found 
themselves involved parallels our experi
ences. Yet each of us has some opportunity 
to reach out from or in our home to show 
love, fellowship, understanding, and'res
toration. Sometimes it takes looking for; but 
it is surely there.

Lead directed prayer that
1. We will be willing to make our homes 

express missionary involvement.
2. We will actively seek missionary op

portunities in which our families cat be 
involved.

3. We and our families will grow in 'mis
sionary skills and attitudes so that men 
women, boys and girls may know tin 
deeming love of Christ because of out 
ness.

and

Pray about your home and your o^| 
(unity to witness.

That

by Mrs. Louis L. Dabney •

Purpose: . .
To show the place of the Bible 

and the power of God’s Word in world 
missions. ”

Meeting Outline
Sing: “Holy Bible, Book Divine”
(all to Prayer
Business
Promotional Features (see Forecaster)
Program

Program Outline
Introduction
Sing: “Break Thou, the Bread oi Life”
God’s Word in Many Tongues
Sowing the Seed
Harvesting the Fruit \\ \\
Commitment to Action
Worship Time (see “Red-Letter Day,” page

27.)
Prayer
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Pregram Chairman, Get Ready:
Order from 

American Bible Society, 450 .Park Avenue, New 
York, New York 10022, a catalog so you will have 
information for making plans abput Bible distri
bution. You will find in the catalog Gospels and 
other Scripture portions with colorful covers, with 
very large print, in Braille, The Talking Bible (on 
records), exhibits which are available free on 
loan, Bible posters, filmstrips, motion pictures.

Order from American Bible Society enough of 
the free leaflet "Into All the World" for each 
member to have a copy. Distribute these as 
women enter. Prepare sufficient copies of the 
quiz oo^Sge 19 and let women get together in 
groups to find the answers in the above leaflet.

Introduction

(For about a minute ask women to quote 
a favorite and meaningful Scripture verse. 
Then ask, "Do you recall the first Bible you 
ever saw?” A'o doubt no one will be able Io 
do so. You may wish to discuss why this is 
true.) Could it be that we are so used io 
having available copies of the Bible that 
we have lost appreciation lor it? You might 
say, “Does the Bible have significant mean
ing for you? Continue with the thought that 
today we are studying “The Book That 
Lives.”

The Bible is among the world's great 
literature. The King James version illus
trates English prose at its best. It stands 
unexcelled by Shakespeare and Milton. But 
this is not the reason the Bible has lived 
through the centuries.

The Bible recounts stories which touch 
the human heart with pathos and compas
sion. In the heart of every forgiving father 
and every repentant son, the parable of the 
Prodigal Son strikes a responsive chord. But 
the teaching of its stories is not the reason 
the Bible lives on.

The Bible traces the development of a 
chosen nation from primitive clays into a 
complex civilization. It lists a set of laws 
on which is based the judicial systems of 
nations of the world. But these are not rea
sons the Bible lives on.

The Bible lives today. It will continue to 
live throughout all measured time. It lives 
because it is (iod’s Word to man. In the

Bible God reveals his plan for the i< letup, 
lion of man through his Son Jtsu. Christ, 
the balm for sin-sick souls.

Let us consider " rhe Book Thai I iv 
its power and place in world missibi s. 
prepare our hearts let us see what tin Bible 
has to say about itself (verses may lx read 
alternately by two women):

First Woman 
1I ebrews 1:12 
Isaiah 55:11 
Matthew 28:19-20

Second Woman
Psalm 18:7-8
2 Timothv 3: It

Those Christians who seek aftei God have 
come to know that he can be found i i the 
pages of his Holy Word. Vitally km wing 
God through his Word through companion
ship with him in prayer and servi e, a 
Christian is im|x.*lled to follow him.

Sing: "Break Thou, the Bread ol Lilt-

God’s Word in Many Tongues

Throughout the centuries (iod's Wok I
has remained the "sword of the spiri " to 
pierce the heart of man with its eternal 
truth. (Read Psalm H9:IOti,l 30.) Its p.iwci 
has not been diminished as it has been
translated again and again into i 
tongues. The Holy Spirit instructs the 
man heart through (iod's Hol) Word

iiany
Inl
and

^many responds to (iod.
From the time ol the King James Version 

in Kill until 1880 there were niimtjious
English translations made of all. or pat|t. ol 
the Bible. It still remains today, accot ling 
to Americ an Bible Sen iety records, the most 
translated Ijook in the world. But sati|»la<- 
lory translations into English and inioothci 
major world languages, does not solve the 
problem of getting (iod's Word into the 
hands of every man, nor does it relieve us as 
Christians of obligation to take the message 
of the Book to the unsaved.

Because of the diversity of longiuc-s 
throughout the world, the task ol niatn- 
lating the Word into all languages reinums 
unfinished. Parts of the Scriptures live 
lx?en published in 1,216 languages and Hi.i 
lects. In addition to the American B|il>lc
Sexiety the Wycliffe T ranslators—linguh'H 

missionai around the world—and other 
groups i< gni/e desjxnately needed trans
lations.- " I are diligent in translation 
projects.

It has been estimated that 97 |x?r ceht of 
the world s |x>pulation has in print parts of 
the Scriplures in its own tongue, but the 
other 3 per cent deserve the right to read 
and reread for itself the wonderful provi
sion God has made for the salvation of souls.

This, then, is the task of the translator— 
to discovei the words whereby God's mes
sage is written down in the language of a 
group ol the people.

In some cases the translator is faced with 
tribal dialects for which there is no written 
language. He must learn tribal customs, oft- 
used expressions, accented syllables which 
change the meaning of words. He may spend 
years (an estimated fifteen years by the Wy
cliffe translators) attempting to put the 
New Testament into a new language. He 
not only works with the transferring, of 
words and phrases from one language to 
another, but also in conveying ideas and 
theological thoughts. One translator la
mented because of the difficulty of an insuf
ficient vocabulary among the people by 
saying: "It’s like trying to play a choral 
symphony with a mouth organ.”

Theological meanings often have to be 
expressed in unusual ways, since there may 
be no direct translation for such. To a tribe 
in South Africa “repentance” may be trans
lated as “to become untwisted,” to another 
group in Indonesia “putting on a new 

Tflind.” In French Equatorial Africa, thank
fulness to (iod was “to sit down on the 
ground before God.”

One tribe in Africa, accustomed to the 
missionary-translator's probing questions, 
called him "the white man with the book 
who torments us with questions."

In many cases the translator’s life among 
people bears a great Christian witness. How 
much greater the witness if he can leave in 
theii hands the Word of God in their own 
tongue It has been pointed out by Dr. Eu
gene Nida, who heads the translation divi

sion of the American Bible Society, that 
there is no language into which God’s love 
cannot be translated, and that the whole 
missionary task will not be complete until 
each man can read the story in his own 
tongue. God’s dialogue with man is a heart- 
to-heart relationship. It continues to bear 
fruit through the written Word.

Sowing the Seed

(Read the Parable of the Sower, Matt. 
13:3-8.) Distribution of the Bible begins 
where the man with the Bible meets the 
man without one. Distribution becomes the 
obligation of every Christian in sharing the 
gosjx?! with others. Man’s hunger to own a 
Bible can usually lx.* met in our time. But it 
was not always so.

The true story of little Mary Jones illus
trates this point. Mary came from a des|xn- 
ately jxxn Welsh family. She had practically 
taught herself to read, and desired above all 
else to own a Bible. But there was none to 
be had in her village. Mary worked to save 
a few pennies to buy a Bible, but when ill
ness came in her family, the money went 
for medicine.

She began again, and after five years of 
saving she heard that (he Reverend Thomas 
Charles in a nearby town had an extra Bible 
which he would sell. Mary walked the 
twenty-five miles to see Mr. Charles, only to 
be told that he had promised the Bible to 
another. Mary was so distressed at the news 
that the minister relented and gave her the 
Bible.

But this was only the beginning of the 
story. When he attended a meeting of the 
Religious Tract Society in London later 
Mr. Charles told the assembly of the pa
thetic plea for the Bible. “We must find 
ways and means of printing the Bible for 
the |xx>r people of Wales!” he said. Where
upon a Baptist minister named Hughes 
sprang to his feet and cried: “Why only for 
Wales? . . . Why not for the whole world?”

Two years later, in 1804, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society was founded. In 1816 
the American Bible Society was formed,
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Cook at J aside Mack Cover
The hand is that of Rev. Dale C. Recker, American Bible Society sec

retary for tfee blind. Seventeen years ago he lost his eyesight. He still 
preaches, typing his sermons in Braille before delivering them. He con
tinues to get out on the golf course with his son.

“I try to help others face their problems," he says, "And this helps trie 
face my own!"

with groups in other countries following 
after. These Societies had as their original 
purpose, and retain it today, to make the 
Scriptures available to all men at a very 
low cost. They translate, distribute, and 
provide the Bible without note or comment, 
and they encourage the reading of it.

Translating and distribution of the Bible 
go hand-in-hand with the missionary move
ment around the world. The American 
Bible Society will celebrate its 150th anni
versary in 1966, and has set impressive goals 
for the printing and distribution of Scrip
tures under the slogan, “God's Word for a 
New Age.” The American Bible Society 
hopes in its 150th anniversary year (1966) 
to distribute 75 million Scriptures. To 
do this requires contributions from our 
c hutches and individuals so that translating, 
printing, and distribution costs can be met.

Objectives of the American Bible Society 
and of all Societies are:

• a Bible in every Christian's home
• a Testament in every Christian's hand
• a Scripture (Million for every reader
• an opportunity tor those who care to 

share God s Word
Today the Bible is sold in Ixxik stores 

and carried from village to village by col
porteurs.® It is given by individuals and by 
Bible societies whose pur]x>se it is to dis
tribute God's Word in public places. It is 
presented as gifts by Christians who are

•One who distributes religious tracts and books, 
especially the Scriptures. 
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concerned for Christ's kingdom. Regardless 
of the means employed, God’s seed link 
fertile soil through the |x>wer of the Holy 
Spirit.

Baptist Ixxik stores around the wot d 
have discovered effective means of distrib
uting the Bible. In Ibadan, Nigeria, the 
book store carries schoolbooks and other 
literature, as well as the Scriptures. Many 
people coming in for schoolbooks or lor 
browsing have bought the Bible or religious 
literature to read.

For over sixty years the Gideons, an or
ganization of businessmen dedicated to mak
ing Bibles available in public places, have 
put Bibles in prisons, motels, hotels, and ip 
public schools.

A colporteur went into a beauty parlor in 
Paris and ]>ersuaded a manicurist to buy a 
Bible. “This is a switch for me," she said 
nonchalantly. “I usually read love novels.] 
The colporteur answered her: “You have in 
your hands the greatest love story of all 
limes. It tells of God's love for you."

Where there have been earthquakes) 
floods, and other disasters, the Bible socie-* 
lies, the Baptist World Alliance, and otheij 
groups have offered free Bibles to replace] 
those lost with other belongings.

In Angola, during the great influx <>lj 
refugees from the disturbed Congo, the call 
went out for "salt, soap, and Scriptures. 
Whenever man faces the crucial issues «>L 
life he needs the reassuring Word ol (><><! 
in his own hands.

The Bible Society presented a Bible ini 
his own language to a Congolese minister 

in a gov-er ent department. His face lit 
upas he sa n. He exclaimed, “This is the 
Book. We : -r convinced that our Congo
lese people need the Bible!”

Ata m<< iing this past summer in Drie- 
bergen, Holland, where men and women 
representing churches and Bible Societies 
from all continents gathered to discuss 
Bible disiiibuiion, this conclusion was 
reached: in view of the tremendous increase 
in world ]x>pulation, it has become impera
tive that each Christian take tqxm himself 
the joyous task of getting the Bible into the 
hands of the unsaved, and also to make the 
Bible the center of his family life. Only as 
we practice obedience to the Word of God 
can we preach it to others.

Harvesting the Fruit

(Read Isaiah 55;10-11.) The Bible speaks 
to men in many ways. Testimonies from 
mission fields reveal the |x>wer of God’s 
Word to pierce the unsaved man's heart:

"A Latin American man was won to 
Christ near Ballinger, Texas, when a water- 
soaked Bible came floating clown the creek 
in which he was fishing. He had gone fish
ing to avoid Christians who might tell him 
about Christ! He fished the Bible from the 
stream and found part of Revelation still 
legible. As he read, the man became so con
cerned over his spiritual condition that he 
literally drop|>ed his fishing gear and ran to 
ask Pastor Garcia of the Spanish Baptist 
Mission to tell him how to become a Chris
tian."

Mrs. Olivia de Lerin, executive secretary 
of Woman's Missionary Union in Mexico, 
received a letter from a prisoner asking for 
a Bible and also for financial help during 
his illness. She wrote to a friend who lived 
in the town where the prison is located. 
She asked him to go visit the prisoner. The 
visitor found a young man who had been in 
prison several times and who was now serv
ing an ' ighteen-year sentence. He was given 
a Bible and the Baptist church in Tampico 
was told about this man. Prison authorities 
granted visiting privileges, and also permis

sion to hold services. Several convicts made 
professions of faith.

The friend wrote Mrs. Lerin that these 
men had c hanged in a wonderful way—in a 
way that only Christ can change life. The 
young man, sentenced to eighteen years, 
showed such a remarkable change that his 
sentence was reduced to five years and he 
was later released from prison because of 
good conduct.” ,.

Bill and Connie Andrews, serving as mis
sionaries in Chile, tell of visiting large lum
ber camps near the Argentine border: 
“Living conditions, in general, we found to 
be deplorable. Not once, however, did the 
jMople complain or ask for material assist
ance. Harsh winters and hard work have 
molded them into sturdy, weather-resistant 
people, stoic ally resigned to a meager lot in 
life.

“But they did ask for spiritual food. And 
how they did feed upon the Everlasting 
Word! Until almost midnight they were 
asking for more." On the same tour, a man 
towed for two hours across the lake to ask 
the Andrewses to come s|x?ak to his people. 
When the missionaries explained to the 
camp boss the pur]x>se of their coming, the 
boss referred to the boatmen by saying, “If 
what you teach will give us more men like 
this one then you are welcome."

Miss Juliette Mather, after retirement in 
1957 from Woman s Missionary Union 
where she was editor of Royal Service, went 
to Japan and Taiwan. Among her minis
tries there she taught English, using the 
Bible as text in volunteer classes. The fol
lowing quotations are from letters she re
ceived from former pupils, showing the 
influence in their lives which resulted from 
Bible study: “I do think to follow God to 
comprehend the Bible is very important, 
because all that was written in the Bible is 
also the Word of God. If you want to be a 
gcxxl Christian you have to comprehend 
God's will at the first. 1 do believe there is 
no one who can be saved unless he opens 
his heart to accept God as his Saviour.”

Another student wrote: "We never forget 
the fact that your departure from us will
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encourage ourselves to make efforts in 
search of truth from Holy Bible, Which we 
have been taught by you. It is believed that 
the spirit and miracles of God you told us 
before will be living in our hearts forever.”

From Colombia, South America, came 
the story of Operation Lightning, a plan 
whereby seminary students went out by 
twos, distributing tracts and witnessing. 
They invited all to whom they talked to 
come to services at night. The meeting place 
was crqprtted. After preaching twenty-five 
|>eople made professions of faith, and fifty 
left their names requesting visits. One man 
bearing a copy of the Gospel of St. John 
which had been handed out that day came 
by the meeting place and asked, “Does this 
(the trad) belong here?” The answer was, 
“I don't know to whom this trad belongs 
but this is what we teach and believe." The 
man then replied, "I live near here and if 
you teach this truth then I want to come 
because this is what I believe.”

In Russia today services are held in over
crowded churches. At the announcement of 
the Scripture reading many in the audience 
lovingly unwrap Scripture jxntions or a 
Testament from scarves or newspapers. 
After the reading they wrap them carefully 
again. Because of scarcity of the printed 
Bible in an atheistic soc iety the owners real
ize that their Scriptures may have to last a 
lifetime.

In the Islamic State of Mauretania in 
North Africa no Christian missionaries are 
allowed to work, nor is there any regular 
Scripture distribution. A colporteur, how
ever, visiting a Moslem village was surprised 
when villagers bought his Scriptures eagerly. 
He was told that a young man had brought 
back with him a Gosjiel in Arabic and 
French when he returned from another 
country. His life had been so changed alter 
reading the Gospel that his uncle, the local 
teacher of the Koran, asked to see the Book. 
God’s Spirit also changed his heart as he 
read. As a result there is interest shown in 
the Gospel by other villagers. The Bible 
penetrates into many areas where mission
aries cannot go.

The impact of a single copy ol i Bib|< 
was revealed in a story from eastern >|an(| 
A colporteur left a Bible with a n...n am 
he passed it on to another. By the mnc th< 
colporteur returned he found two huiidrec 
new Christians, the well-worn Bible stil 
being passed around. At a worship service 
he asked each one present to give a I.norite 
Bible verse. His astonishment and humiiit' 
were great when they asked whether he 
wished a verse or a c hapter. "Thy word have 
1 hid in mine heart. . . What a blessing 
to a child of God!

The |>ower of the Bible is not limited ly 
time or by geography. But we who are 
Christians must recognize that we are stewl 
aids of the Bible and become "sowers o| 
the seed" as we share God's Word with 
others. In this way we become "laborer! 
together with God” in his eternal wotk.

Commitment to Action (Program Chairmaii 
may bring the suggestions below Io lh(\ 
exeuitive board and bring definite plans Id 
the society. At this time decide on how votJ 
will proceed to accomplish and promold 
these plans.)

Personal Bible study devotions
Establishing and maintenance of family 

altars in the homes
Distribution of Bibles, with verses maikcdi 

showing God's plan of salvation
'Fake part in a literacy ministry as ai 

means of bringing the unsaved id 
(Juist

Provide Bibles for international students
SupjMjrt the American Bible Society's 

work of providing low cost ScripuneJ 
in many lands

Support vacation Bible schools in sour 
own church and in mission churches

Worship time: See "Red-Letter Day,’ page 
27.

Prayer of gratitude for the Bible and lor 
its power to speak to our hearts.

Note: This month have you planned to di - 
tribute Bibles, Scripture |x>rtions. or tt .i< 
See “You Can Help . . . Here's How." piv 
28 for ideas. Make announcement ol pl ' 
at this meeting.

iove away

the results i 
A prayer 

from distrac

Order Prayer Retreat pamphlet, (revised) eaaWB 

600 North 20th Streetermtnghjfrn. Alabama 
you,p =n retraMMl^ur society) your GAe, and your

Scriptures adRM 
ried, definiteBgj 
such experieBjg 
come away 05 
and encour^H 
powered fprJH 
of the Lord

Has yourJpEg 
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WMU Events

UldRARY

WRITE FOR RESERVATIONS

WMU ANNUAL MEETING. May 31-June 1, Dallas
(Write for reservations to SBC Housing Bureau, Dallas Chamber of Commerce, 1507 Pacific Ave
nue, Dallas, Texas 75201)

WMU CONFERENCES

GLORIETA, July 22-28
(Write for reservations to: Dr. E. A Herron, Manager, 
Glorieta Baptist Assembly, Glorieta. New Mexico)

□ THE DARCIN garvem 
127 9TH AV N

H NASHVILLE TENN

RIDGECREST, August 12-18
(Write for reservations to: Mr. Willard K. Weeks, Mana 
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, Ridgecrest, North Caro a)

YWA CONFERENCE GLORIETA, July 29-August 4
(Write state TWA director for reservations)


