ROYAL SERVICE

DECEN'BER 967




25

Volume 62

CONTENTS

Ethalee Hamric
J. Winston Pearce
James W. and

December 1967 Number &

Dey by Day—Living
Christ, the Giver of Life
A Tewn Culled Nazareth

Elizaperth F. Smith

John .‘i’fl’! Moore

£Enza Q. Pullen

Marie Marhis

Missions Here and Thete

Minmy and Singapere

A Gt Fraywr

On Relng 2 Sieward
From Washingtoa
Yugoslay Bapfizts Today
Fua-leving People of
Yugoaslavia

Is This Yeur Question?

Barbara Fosier Crowe Waated: Artists

Fayly H. Cothern

Janive Sr')fgkl’on
Area Secreiaries

Juanita Morvill
Witkinson

Gitbert L. Guffin

Chester L. Henry

Monte McMohan
Clendinning
Margarer Bruce

Fune Whitlow

Baoks and Thelr Meaning
lor Missions

Coll te Prayer

Prayer Requests

John 6:22.40

Clrcle Stwdy

Rible Stwdy

Bible Study Guide
Mission Study
Week of Prayer for
Foreige Missiens
WMS Farecadier
The WMU Lesder

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION

EDITORIAL STAFF

Ethake Hamric, Editor

Matgarer Bruce, Director,
WMS

Bety Jo Corum, Direcior,
Editorial Services

Billie Pate, Director,
Field Services

Mrs. R. L. Maibis. Promotian
Division Dircctor

Cowsulting Ediors:
Mrs Robert Fling. Pyesident
Alma Huni, Execolive Secretary

Elosine Dickson, Assistant 1o the Layout ond Deslgn:
Promation Division Direcior Florence Jeffares

! Day by Day - - Living

8 Praising God s more than going to chuzch where hymns are sung and
sermons preached. 1 is more than rapture at he song of a bisd or the beauty
of an uafolding flower. Peaising God 1s more than vitcring words addrcised
to God in Jesus’' name™ and dropping dollass (ar coins) in a collection plate.

How can we define praise of God? »

One Sunday morning at the close of the services in my church my pastor
usked us ta sing the moving hymn, “All Hail the Power of Jesus® Name," and
o farth from that building 10 serve Him teiumphaatly in the power of Christ's
Jave! I looked 31 my (cllow hipers and realized exahation in my decpest
being, and went forth—to follow my usual self-ceniered routine days.
without His power and unmindful for the most part of the nceds of others,
their bewikderment and cstranpement (tom God.

Christians 1oday are decply 1ronbled about how 10 make the church
relevant,” how to tive significantly as Christians in 3 world plagued and
burdened with probl of relating redemptively with others  Butl we seem 10
be powerless to be what we yearn 1o be.

¥s it a1 the point of true praise of God thal we somchow miss our way?
Praisc of God is a recagnition of who God is and of wha wo are God is 3l
powerful. He is from cverlasting to everfasting. He & love. Did he nat show
us his love in his Son. Jesus Christ? Who are we? His childeen. bought at »
staggeringly bigh price. His childeen. joiot beirs with Jesus Christ. His
children. empowered by the Haly Spirit to do his work,

His work is morc than sitting in a b iful—or simple. y, safe
from the ugly blight of sin and shame and poverty and misused Jife. [t is more
than b iful thoughts and ¥ cxaliati

His wark is dirty hands and compassionale service 11 is radiam Jiving
which atracts others to Jesus the Saviour. His wark begins with us when we
feengnize that i is through Christians that God is a1 work in the warld,

Lizing that we are unimpurtaat without his power.

Acting upon these truths Jet us affirm with deep conviction Al Hail the

Powcr of Jesus” Name,™ and go forth 10 serve Him,

AN EDITOR!AL

ROVAL JERVICE o pablished momehls . Woman's Missionan Union. Auuilian to Southern
Baptist Convention, 600 North Twenticth Street, Birmingham, Alabama 35203, Price: $200 a
year; single copy, 25 cents. Annual subscription only. Alabama subscribe: 4 percent sales
tax. Allow five weeks for renewal, new subscription. change of address. indlude your rip code.
Entered as second-clas matter at the post office in Birmingham, Alabama, ai special rate of
pamage provided for in Sevtian 1103, At of October 3. 9)7, suiharied [une 24 1918,

by Ethalee Hamric

ROYAL SERVICE e DECEMBER 1567




Q)

‘
/ (%)\
(@Y

;HRIST, THE GIVER OF LIFE

— Thraugh the Looking Glass,
Humpty Dumply complains about
the rate of Alice’s growth. She says
that "orie can't help growing older.”
He responds: "One can't, perhaps,
but 1wo can.” Now, that is a won-
derful word 10 say aboul marriage:
one cannot keep from growing old,
but two can. It s also a definite and
factual word to say about being a
Christian. When your life is linked
with that of Chnist, your spirit is ever
youthful, adveniuresome. This ex-
plains why the wrilings of John have
never grown old. The book is a
perennial [avotite, Consider chapters
2-6, -

The Bridegroom anends a wedding
(John 2:1-11] —1t 5 signihicant that
Jesus began hig minisiry by attend-
ing a wedding and ended it by coak:
ing breakfast on the seashore for a
group of hungry fishermen. The
very fact hat he was inviled to the
wedding, the fact that he zccepled.
that there was no fear thal he wauld
be “out of i1," or that others would
feel uncomforiable because of his
presence, all says much about the
"abundant life” that he came to
bring us.

The Lord visits his temple {John
2:42-25).—Lel us not caricature
the Lord, We must not overdo the

BY “gentle Jesus, meek and mild." He

L-WINSTON  io s b
PEARCE

with anger” (Mark 1:5 NEB*); he
did call Herod “that fox“ {Luke
13:32); he did say to Peter. "Gel
thee behind me,  Saten™  (Mar.

Dr. Pearce ig professor of preaching at
CGoldan Gate Baplist Theological Semi-
naty, Mill Valley, Calitornia

16:23); and he did coll the Pharisees
“whitewashed tombs™ (Mau. 21:27
RSV). The Lord never became
accustomed lo evil; he never com-
promised with .

The Teacher talks fo a teacher
tfohn 3:1-2f).—Nicodemus repre-
sented the best thal Jewry had 10
offer. He was educaled, cultured,
capable, fair-minded. inguisitive,
and more courageous than the dis-
ciples of Jesus. Yet, he did nol see
how life could be made over again.
The Teacher said it was necessary.
Tinkering wil) not do; a new cres-
tion of lif¢ i nccessary You can
begin anew.

The Messiah evokes loyalty from
Jokn tiohn 3:22-36}—0n¢ of the
great necds of hife 1s for those who
are capablc and willing to prepant
the way far those who are 1o follow,
especially for followers who are
greater than the preparers Littke
peaple cannot, will not, do thar But
it is the privilege of every disciple of
the Messiah 10 do it. He cent his
disciples “into every city and place,
whither he himeelf would come”
Luke (0:1).

The Saeviour evangelizes a city
(John 4:/-42}.—Firsthand personal
knowledge is limitcd In every area
of hfe we accepl the findings of the
qualificd expert. Everyone who
comes to the Saviour does so be-
cause of the witness of another,
cither spoken, wrilten, sung, ot in
some other “wilnessing” way. But,
faith does not stop with that. it goes
on to say: "Il is no longer because
of what yoy said . . we¢ have heard
... we know . this is in truth the
Saviour of the world" {john 4:42
NEB*)

The Physician heals a son {John
4:43-54).—An smazing story! An
officcr in the royal scrvice comes (0
Qnc who is “lowly and despised™;
the officer refuses o be rebuffed or
discouraged: he has faith 1o belicve
what the Physician says When the
Physician’s power is dcmonstrated,
the officer demansirates his lave and
gratitude by belicving and then in-
fluences his family (o believe.

The Non punis his claims (Jatin
5:1.47).—The climax of this section
is the identity that the Son claims
with the Father Basic in this iden-
tity is obedicnce, the obedience is
bascd an lave. the autgrowth af Jove
is confidence, and 1he result of con-
fidence is absolute fearlessness Try
that on for size!

The Masier rontrols the material
{takn &°4.3)) —Hungee and lear,
appetites and  storms, all of us
wrestle with these Jahn is very sure
thar the Masier 1s 1n control, pro-
vided he has our cooperation. Study
the pasaage and you wilk sce this: the
Master secs, the Masier knows, the
Master comes, the Master peavides,
and the Master hrings us 1o the de-
sired haven.

the Bread of life fnstrucis of
bread (Fehn 6,22.58).—"Man can-
not live an bread alane™ (Mati. 4:4
NEB=i; still, he cannot live the
carthly life without bread Sa, breud
for the body i< impartunt  But, the
Breud of life s marc important than
bread for the bady The laiter per-
ishes; the farmee endures. First
things first The arder is the impor-
tant thing.

Christ sifix the hearts of men
(fohn  6.59.7/1—Christ is hard.
This 1s why many will nat fallaw:
it is why many who are at first al-
teacted to him tuen from him when
they Icarn of his demands But it i<
the very hardness and scverity of
his demands which call forth loyalty

of greav hearts. For great hearts want
nal case but service, pat soltness but
assurance, nat comiart but greatness
Where do we stand?

“C The Delegales of the Oxfard Unie
versiy Press and 1he Syndics of the Cam:

bridge University Press. 1981
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an apge! of the Lord appeared n & dream
Get vp. take the chid ang b
juse those whe fred |

eph, in Egypl. and

other. and tack to the country

kilf the ¢hitd are gead.” So Joseph

ok the chuid and Mis mather. and went back to the country of

tstaed  Whan he hegrd that Arche

X ! Juded eph was"afred !
Hucho n @ dream, und wenl |
* na raws catied Nazoreth MHe

haut caded his tather Herod 85
ttie there. He was given mgre in-

the prowinre of Ganlee and made
o th make come true what

the praphets had said. 'He wali be caled a Nazarepe” " IMatt. 2:19-23

Togay's Enghisn Yersion)

by James W. and Elizabeth F. Smith

IS VERY Christmas Eve while
“~ thrangs of local people and vour-
ists visit Bethlchem of Judea. the
actual tirthplace of lesus, many
thausands of athers crowd into Naz-
areth, the ¢hildhoad hame of Jesus.
This picturesque tawn nesthng in a
basin of lower Galilee is ¢considered

The Smiths, missionaries to Israel,
spent their recent furlough study-
ing Arabic at the University af
Texas

the mast sacred Christian sile with-
in the madern state of lsrael. Special
arrangcments are made by the Istacli
government 10 help visitors from all
nations and all religious badk-
grounds within her borders come toN
Nazareth w se¢ the colorful decors-
tions and anend a wanhip service
in one of the many churches. e

Alter dark, buses snd taxis cqn-
verge upon the lown. Colored lights
are strung across streels and in 19l
cypress trees which dot the clty of
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41,000 iahubitants. Homes, shops,
sud resiaursnts are decoraked with
crepe paper streamers and Christe
mas trees, The city takes om @ camni-
val ar with the sonnds of numerous
church bells pesling, ahouts of street
vendorn with souvenies, beams of
magy sesrchlights crossing
sky, and guides broadcasting eapla-
pations of the “holy™ sights as they
shepherd sightseerz arsund other
Zrowps gathered in marrow, winding
lanes of the o}d markai.

Holiday decorations remain in
plece for many weeks. There are
three Christnas dates observed in
Nazareth, The Western churches
{Catholic and Protestant) celebeale
oa December 25, while the Greck
Orthedox Church observes January
7, and the Armeniap Church calen-
dar sets January 19 as Chbristmas,
Nazareth's greatest influx of tovr-
ists is on December 25, (Sze “Mis-
sions Here and There,” p. 6.)

It is interesting and perhaps sig-
wificant 1o note that the name “Naz-
aneth™ has 1he sume toot meaniog m
bath the majot languages of modemn
laracl —Hebrew and Arabic. In its
simplest form the root word means
10 keep from danger, to presarve, to
help, to protect, to deliver, to 21
God triumph. Nazarech offered pro-
tection ang security to Joseph, Mary,
and the young child two ibousand
years ago. Today it is the home of
the latgest minority grovp in the
Jewish state which was set wp in
1948, Arabs, both Christian and
Muskim, mgke up the bukk of the
popalation of Nazareth,

There are approximately 26,000
Arabein Nazareth, whik the Jewish
quaker being built on the western
hillsides) and scitled by immigranis
fro km Europe and North
Africa has grown to approximately
15,000. Soon Nazareth wi¥ e the
Iargest and most influential town in
Galilee.

Sighty, scents, and sounds are disturbing end demanding wloog the marrow
passageways of the Old Mavket area of ancient Nazareth

The Nazareth of Jesus® day must
have been 2 busy metrapolis also.
Coaravan routes wound zround the
foot of the Nazareth hills. Roman
legions marched the highway be-
tween Acre on the Mediterrancan
Ses and the cities of the Decapoli

Photoy by Ray Reglster

in Ihe cleventh century. The Sara-
cens capiured it in the thirteenth
century and i1 became  Muslim,
Later, h . the Turks permined
the Christians to rebuild the
churches. Bul Nazareth did not re-

Princes with vetinues swept along
past Megiddo through the beautiful
valley af Esdratlon which has been
called the “map af the Old Testa-
ment” because so many significant
events took place 1here,

Fubfilling the prophecies of Issiah,
Jeremiah, Zechariah, and others,
Jesus grew up in Nazareth in (he
simpk home of Joseph, the cagpen-
ter. When he began his public min-
istry, bowever, the inhabetants held
aboof from Jesus and did not believe
in him (Matt. 13:54-58). The peo-
pte of Nazareth later rejected him
and with finality drove him from
their town (Luke 4:28-30), but Naz-
arih remaioed allached o Chris-
tianity for genecatians although only
after 3 prolonged struggle with its
Jewish populsiion. Even in the days
of Conslantine the Great, aitempts
to buikd a church there failed be-
cause of Jewish apposition.

Jewish power was not broken un-
il the seventh centory when the city

gain imp as an inbabited
place in Galilee and a religious cen-
ter of the Christian world until the
eighteenth century 1n the days of
the British Mandate, Nazarcth was
the administeative center of Galile,
It was conquered by the Tsraeli army
on July 16, 1948.

Even in the eighteenth century the
principsl building material in Nazs-
reihy was hewn limestone. This stone
is still nsed today 2s the city expands
up and over (he bills. Reinforced

, howgver, is beginning 10
replace sione because it is faster and
cheaper  Factories, villas, hotels,
apariment complexes, modern shop-
ping ceniers, and beautiful Catholic
structures eing the ¢ity.

The highways from Tiberias,
Allula, and Haifa Jead down into the
heart of the town. On a regular mar-
ket day the visitor is at once con-
scious of the atmosphere of an
Criental citly—people miliing in the
center of (he streets, the strolling
vendors hawking colorful wares,

was destroyed. The Crusaders re-
bulli Nazareth as & Christian cemter

beckoning  buyers into
smal! chops literally bursting with

poods, hotns of the taais, the blare
of shap redios, the jingle of camel
and donkey bells, shouts of smalt
children darting in and out among
the wares which s=em to spill ocut
onio the streets

Sounds ring in the visitor's cars as
he continues on his way through
narrow lanes decp into the ancient
marketplace. He passes shops of the
cobblers, the carpenters, the black-
smiths, stalls filled with fruivs, vepe-
1ables, meals, lish, sweels. The in-
teciors of (he shops are fascinating
with high vaulted ccilings, many
arches, high walls around counyards
of homes, and heavy gales n the
walls,

Continuing on his way the visitor
passes the Basilica of the Annuncia-
tion already twelve years in the
building. When it is completed, it
will be the largest church in the
Middle East Catholic i

The visiior passes another Cath-
olic Church that is s2id to be built
aver the site of Joseph’s carpentec
shop. Farther on h¢ passes an an.
cient mosque where a muezzin
climbs the minaret five times » day
10 ¢all faithful Muslims of Nazareth
10 prayer. Finally, in a lane opposiie
cloth and basker shops, the visitor
enters 3 courtyard to see an ancient
synagogue which is na longer used
for Jewish worship dut is owned by
(he Greek Catholic Church.

As the present-day visitor stands
in the midst of a room well below
the level of the busy market streel
above, il is easy for him 10 imagine
that perhaps Jesus once siood Ihere
10 read from the Ol Testament
scroll 1these words (see f5a. 61:1).

~The Spirit of (he Lord is upon

me, hecguse he hath anointed
me 10 preach the gospel to the
poor. he hath sent me 10 heal the

say thal it & buill over the place
where the angel Gabriel appeared 10
Mary and announced that she would
bring forih a son and wouwld call his
name Jesus.

b i, to preach deliver-
ance (a the captives. and yecover-
ing of sight 10 the blind, 10 set at
liberty them that are bruised. to
preach the acceptable year of the
Lord™ (Luke 4:18-19).

Nazareth Baptist Church and two
schoals are Yocated near the Virgin's
Founain, pethaps the very one o
which Mary came to draw waler for
her household Up the hitlside n
few blacks away is the bovely home
where missionaries live and where
much of the teaching work with
women 1lakes place. As Baptisis
work in various sreas 1hroughout
QGalilee, Judea, and Shaean, (hey are
conscious that the lask lesus de-
scribed that day is the challenge
facing them now. The Bapuist mes-
sage to the people of Israel #s that of
deli from the captivity of sin,
of binding up hearts broken by frus-
teation, and of giving spiritual sight
to those blinded by custom and
prejudice.

Jesus' message in the synagogue
in Nazareth was climaxed by this
statement; “This day is this sceiplare
Tulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:21).
He called himself the fulfilment of
all messianic prophecy. The Babe,
1he Son of God, born in Bethlthem
and reared in Nazaveth, is the Sav-
iout of the world.

Aborve the okl mosyue in Nazareth tawers a slender, lofty minwret trom which
the summons to prayer & ctied hy the muezzin and is heard alowg Nozareth's

streots




Al the Baptist church in Nazareth, children S 2N

panicipate in an annual Cheisimat pageant Sl % %0
| N v &

@& Christmas in Israel

In Israel the Chrisimas season begins Decembwer 24 and
conunues through fanusry 19. Protestants and Roman and
Greek Catholics celebrate (he raditional Christmas, De-
cember 25, following the Gregorian cakendar. The Greek
Orthodoxr observe Janusry ?, according o the Julian
calendar. The Armenians keep as their Chrisimas January
19, which is Epiphany on the Julian calendar.

Dr. Dwight L. Baker, Southern Baptist missionary in
Haita, Israel, says Christmas probably originated in an
Eastern branch of the church, among Christians known as
“sdoplionisis™ who belicved thar Christ’s baplism was the
poinl a1 which Christ became divine, or, as they said, was
“sdopted” as the Son of God. Thus, Chrisimas (0 these
carly Christians was 1he celebration of Christ’s divine ap-
pearance that 1ook place ai the time of his baptism. They
placed Jess emphesis on his physical birth than on his bap-
tism which they called “epipheny,” meaning to appear.

Among the Arabs in Isracl, Chrisimas is 2 time for visi-
tation. Groups of men {(women generslly remain at home
to keep open house), with arms linked, go from house 10
houst to whh “kaf am wa antum b'kheir” ("muy the entire
year bring goodness to ali"). Bittersweet Turkish coffes
and Arab delicacies are offered during each visit. By eve-
ning, Dr. Baier says, "following s day of home visits ever-
aging about a half hout for cach, the uninitisied can find
himsefTTn considerable discomfor—il not totally incapaci-
tateol”

In lscpel, P hurch hedule leslive services
o which Lhey ipvite their Jewish and Muslim neighbors.
The Jergest Baptist celebration lakes place at the Bapuist
Center Joceled at Petsh Tiqva.” Last year combined choirs
trom Jerusalem, Nuzaseth, Haifa, and Peah Tiqva, under
the direction of Mrs. Milton Murphey (Marty), presenied

L1
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the Chrisimas secuion of Handel's Messiak “in a way calcu-
Jated to make these ancient hills echo with Christmay joy!™
reports Dr. Baker.

Traditionally, Nazareth Bapiisis have invited local and
foreign guests 10 a Christmas Eve, midnight candlelight
service which is always well allended by those who are
unable to manage 3 trip lo Jordan for a service at Bothle-
hem.

Unless onc has had a place booked menths in advance
in Jerusalem or Beihlehem for cither the Western (De-
cember 25) or Eastern [January 6) Christmas, he eould
hind himself literally out 1n the cold; for, because of The
fificen 10 cighteen thousand pilgnms who have converged
on those cities of sacred memory each year, there is no
room in the inns. Since the war last June, observance will
be airercd lor Christmas 1967

For those “lucky” pilgrims from all lands who an Christ-
mas Eve make it into the Church of the Nativity, Chris-
tianity's oldest church still in use, there is an experience of
peace not unlike that “on earth peace, good will toward
men™ assured on that “first Chrisimas™ 10 all who follow
the Cheist of Christmas,

® Cybans in Miami

Miami's Spanish-speaking community has nearly doublked
since 1960 as a result of the arrival of refugees from Cas-
tro’s Cuba The city absorbed 1he sudden infux.

Schools received morne federsl aid 1o expand siaffs and
facilivies, und the Cuban young people eliminated the lan-
guage baenier in short order on their own. The Miami sres
was experiencing a <light ion, housing was available,
and the indusirious Cubans octually turned out to be a

boan to the ¢conomy.

Baptist churches, toa, reacied pramplly to the waves of
new people. Within a short lime nearly thirty Spanish-lan-
guage congreganions were under way, most of them Spanish
dep in Miami's enisting Baptist chureh

The Cubans are integrated inla the Miami scene whike
the language barrier is still not completely eliminated. Jobs
are open, as are schools and housing develapmeni< In face,
the Irouble-free of the Spamsh-speaking people
brings into focus ene af the major issues of language mis-
sions: for example, should the Miomi churches seck 10

imegeaie the Cubans into English classes and services. or

should Whe churches simply provide a siadting plage for
what_geentually will became a self-supparting Spanish.
language church?

One Miami pastor has led his church to adopt a goal of
miegraung the Spanish-speaking as rapidly 35 they are
willing and as fast as possiblc.

“We'te integrating schools and housing and jobs," he
said. | would hate for the church 10 be the anly phase
of the Cuban’s life where he is segregated | have a na-
1ural fear of any kind of sepregated society. Right now
we might segregate with the highest of morives, but I'm
afraid of what this might lead 10. Segregatian fosters igno-
rance af each other and ignarance fasters fear ™

He said he realized that some sep Spanish-languag
congregations would always be necessary. but he said a
church should experiment with integrating the Cubans.

,/A‘
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by lone Gray
and

Dallas M. Lee

At Spanish Beptist Center in
Miami, Cubans awaiting reselthe
ment elsewhere in the US can
pick up emergency clothing, end
in Yame cases, money far groceries
This center seeks 10 give hape ta
these so recently estranged lrom
their homeland
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“We've had ¢nough response ta justify the effort” he
said.

Florida language missions director Hubert O Hun
takes a dilfcecnt approach, although he commends pas-
tors who want 10 integrale with the Spanish-speaking for
what he 1erms 2 healthy sutitude.™

"I think there is o general misundersianding about
some af the rcasons for having Spanish-language congre-
gations in addition 10 the language barricr,” Hurt said.
“There alsa is a very sirong cultural barrier. Cubans are
4 sensitive people who want ta hold onto their culture and
most would prefes theis own services, cven if they are
second ar third gencratior Americans.”

Hurt said that where work and school are concerned,
integration is 3 matler of nccessity.

“But church is 3 different maier—a man must go of
his own free will,”™ he said. “For example, wheee will a
Cuban go in his spare time? He will go to the Cuban
clubs ar other places where he can find other Cubans,
where he con let his hair down and be himself."

“The Cubusn is psychalogically different, with his own
brand of heritage, and he thinks ditferently,” Hun said.

“The important thing, hawever, is that the Spanish-
speaking be free to do as they see fi,” Hurl conlinued.
“1f they wish ta integrate, they certainly should be able
10 do so in aur churches. Either way you work at if,
there is 3 gredt need 10 minister to (his growing <om-
munity.”

CEN L or|oTA
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by Helen Fling

k REVFRFENT hush swept the
4% sudience a1 the powerful organ
in the Mismi Bench Auditorivm
sounded the first motes of “All Hail
the Power of Jeauy' Name.™ The
g pisco joined in a spccial ar-
mngement of the msjestic hymn,
lllus opening the 1967 Anpual

g of ' Missi

Unioa pnnr 10 the Southern Illpusl
Convention last May.

Miputes before the vasi awditor-
jum bad ken {idled with color,
moveme, snd the hum of happy
greetings. With the first bars af the
magnificenl masic, conversslion
died. As bouselights dimmed, the
stage waa spotlighted revealing 2
great biblical scrol) of ancient de-
sign with the theme, “la His Name "
writien across 2 Scriplute passage.
Aa the music swelled, my heart, like
th af otbers, swelled akso, filked to
overflowing with jayous praise. My
pukse pounded with the
cadences and |1 repeated the words
silendy:

AN hail the power of lesmn' name'

Lei angehs peotirate fall;

Bring forth the rayal diedem,

Asd crowe Him Larg of all
Edward Penonel
and John Rippoo

There were many in attendance
# the annual meeting who will never
forpet worship experiences as the
ame trimmphant hynm was played
10 apen cach of the sessions. In the
minds of some perhaps the strains
of music evoked wanderful mem-
ortes of Giels' Auxiliary coronations.
They. hcred  pewly d
queeay, Tadient in white deesses,
saandiag™ar the hymn a1 the clima»
of the service, remaving their own
crowrs a1 the words, “And crown
Him iord of all.”

memory flooded my
)arL bawever, as | tisicned 10 the

-~
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MIAMI and
SINGAPORE

pulaating power of the mightly music.
Suddenly the calendar was turmed
back a ycar and | was hall 2 waeld
away in a lide Bapiisi church in
Singapore. A (axi drive through ihe
1ceming throngs of Malays, Chinese,
Indians, and others, past Muskm
mosques, Buddhést and Hindv tem-
ples, emphasized the nzcessity of a
suong Christian  witness in s
multiracial and mubtireligious center
of Southcsst Asia.

It was a skeply Sunday moming
wilh scarcely enough tropical breeze

to stir the palms surrounding the
Calvary Baptist Church Inside,
bowever, there was purpaseful activ-
ity as Mandarin and English Sunday
School classes were dismissed and
the Enghsh-longuage worship ser-
vicce hegan. [n the choir | recoy-
nized a lovely woman with almond
cyes and black hair as Mrs David
Lum, who had represenicd Singa-
pore women at the 1965 Baphst
World Congress. Her hushand, the
Sunday Schoal seperintendent, made
annovncements and the chair stood

for the first hymn, "All Hail the
Power of Jesus' Name."

Never have 1 heard the words
sung with more fecling than by these
Christians coming from many dif-
ferent backgrounds to worship one
Lord. It was a fiing song for a
special day of praise.

There was 10 be an afternoon
“groundbreakiog service" for a
<mat) educational building with most
of the cost alicady on deposi(. Pastas
Jarren D. Ragan, missionary asso-
ciate of the Forcign Mission Board,
commended the members for giving
ovee and above Iheir lithes 10 The
building fund. Thesc peoplc had ex-
pencaced “hife through His name™
and were wilnessing 10 1heir neigh-
bors of evcry race

o many English-language Bapuisi
churches abroad, the ratio of bap-
tisms 1o church mcmbership has
been much beticr thaa in churches
of the Southern Baptist Convention
The Calvary Baptst Church in
Singaparc ia bul one chusch amang
many thai has received iis stan
largely becanse of 1he Week of
Prayer for Foseign Missions and the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
This is bul onc type of ministry
sponsared by the Foreign Mission
Board. This is bul one cxample of
the ¢teral blessings of God sel in
motion by prayer and giving.

“All Hail 1the Power of Jesus'
Name" is the hymn for the Week of
Prayer for Foreign Missions, De-
cember 3-10, 1967 In kecping with
the theme, “Life¢ Through His
Name,"” John 200:31, the stigring sang
will be vsed in churches throughou
our land abread It will be a spirifual
tonic far 1he discouraged and dis-
tressed. Let us sing it with joy and
exaltation. let us give attention,
howevee, 10 the thied stanza, for it
expresses @ glorious missionary
hope. Let us firsl bring aur offer
ing and then sing this stanza as »
missIondry prayer:

L¢1 every kindred, every tribe,
On this seevesirial ball,

To Him »)) mujesly ascribe,
And ceown Him Lard of all.
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A Gl woP

by Baker ). Cauthen
Executive Secretary
Foreign Mission Board

“THIS may sound easy, bui 2 mn-

ment's reflection will indicate it is
2 vequest for something deeply sig-
nificant, A merc gesture of prayer
will not be sufficient, but an eamest
locking to God in faith, believing
that God hears apd answers prayes,
and earnestly beseeching him for his
mercy and blessing will be of signifi-
cant ¢ c. The imp

POINLAE New missianaties,

The offceing will provide funds
necessary [or constroction of resi-
dences for missionarics, hospitals,
schools, churches, and other build-
ings necded for wosk on mussionn
fiekds

Duning this penod of advance,
missions wourk has been eapanded

thing ix not how lang you pray: but
with what earncsiness, faith, and
confidence yon lifi your heart 10
Gad along with olhers in this Gime
of special inlcrcession,

Pray for 1he forthcoming Lotie
Moon Chrisimas Offering. The goal
is 345 mithon, the largest love offer-
ing for forcign missions ever under-
taken by any Christian body, as far
as we have any informalion Quilc
obwously such a goal wauld be im-
possible aside from the intercessory
prayer aul of which liberality in
giving Must arise

How important ihe offcring #s can
be vadersioed by whal it will do.
The 1967 otfcring will provide lar
salaties and  cost-of-living supple-
mends for 275 missionarics as well
as outfis, freight, and travel for new
missionaries being sent 10 the fields.

Our of this sum of money minis-
toes of evangelism and church de-
velopmenl wll be made possible
theoughout the world along with 1he
carrying on of haspitals, schools,
and publicatian wark  Without the
offering, the regular work which we
da would be vastly reduced and it
would be impassible to conlinue ap-

trom ni ies o siaty-five
countrics  This requices 2 vast oul-
lay of resources in making pnssubl:
the buildings which are

The Lottic Mam Christmas Offer-
ing provides the bulk of ihe money
for the construction of n¢cessary
huikdings on missions ficlds.

As you remember how much your
church hac prayed for 2is own buidd-
ing necds, remember to peay for Lhe
offering in order thar the needs
atound the world may be supplied.

Al) the moncy privided through
the Lanic Moon Christmas Offering
is vsed an missions fields for the
glory of Cheist.

When yoo pray, alsa ask the Lord
of the barvest to thrusi our laboeera
inta his hurvest, God has given a
phenomenal incsease in (he number
of missionaries, bul many more are
necded.

Missionaries come only thraugh
deep pessonal experiences  They
must be made aware af God's calkng
and find within themselves a re-
spoose 10 his call 1hat not oaly -
sults in willingness 16 go, but also a
readingss 1o pay whalever price ia
necessary in preparation and quabi-
fication. There must be such depth




of conviction of God's kadensbip

that when they arrive om missions

Gelds and are surrounded by peab-

Jeins which challemge their fith,

ey aball be sble to continue with
i and effecti 5

Pray for the missioparies wha
wow are in service, maoy of whom
are aboring for out Loed under very
anatable conditions. During this
oeotury we must do siable work
uptler umsinble circumstances, Mis-
losaries have gone through many
criip experiences.

God has been gracious to grant
fiis protection amd leadership, wis-
dod and peece of heart We must
wphold the missionaties and the na-
tiona) Christions with wham they
ate related as they meet the d d

ON
BEING
A
| STEWARD

¥ WAS plsnning wih a small
2 nephew for our contribution to
a Thanksgiving basket, a project in
which our church was engaged.
Gifts were 10 be placed in bores and
distributed to Jocal families in need.
1 had wrapped canned goods for my

of their sitwation,

Picese do pot forget & pray for
hima. Pray far the Christhin people
n thet 1and wha so grestly have suf.
fered and who need their faith ta be
stresgthened that they may stand
tres for their Lord and bear a faith-
tol witness. Pray that God may, in
bis own way and time, open the
doors again so that missimaries may
g0 into Chima with the Word of life
for miflices who need to know.

Pray for the power of the Holy
Spiit. Pray for the Crusade of the
Americss that it may be avomted
with power Erom on high for eftec-
five witneas taroughout this hemis-
phere. Pray fov specisd efforts in
evangelism over the world. parti-
cularly as plans are being laid im
Africa and e Ormient for lurger
efforts im evamgelism in the days
ahead.

Above all, pray in faith and con-
Bdeace aboundiog in thanksgiving
apd jav. The victory belongs to our
Lord abd. he will give it to the glory
of his nape.

May the week of prayer bring
blessing 40 each heart, home, and
chuich m our Baptist feBowship,
and may its influence be feh in
neighty power around the world.

contribution, and suggesied thal he
might like to buy a foy, that it would
make some child very happy. He
fraokly réplied: 1 want 10 take 2
can of fruit from the pantry  Then
1 won't have to speod my money.”
You smile, of course. but are we
adults guilty of the same attitude?
We want 10 cooperate in good deeds,
yes-—at 0o 0ost 0 ourselves!
Sometimes altitudes of giving of
self—and money—have (o be pains-
takingly cultivated. 1 koow right
pis of Christi dship
can be developed—through setiou:
Bible study, by training, and by cx-
periencing God's blessings. Now
thel | am older and my feelings on
this matter hove taken shape, § find
the whole idea of being a steward
very selisfying, and giving affords
me much joy.

by Lucy O'Neill
Caboo!, Missourf

’

the image of God with ability to rea-
sog and choose This grand differ-
ence cartics with 1 a stipulation that
| am respansible for the actions re-
sulling from my choiccs and am
accountable to God for them

This I like. Such an acknowledge-
men( gives guidance and discipline
to my fife, with the result thet | am
mose reliabie in other matters, Fur-
thermore, 1 have been recreated in
Cheist Jesus, A joyous new respan-
sibility has been added, that of “be-
ing a blessing.” of advancing his
kingdom

His creation over which 1 sm (o
“have dominion* includes the rthings
which | possess. Since | am respon-
sible for them, and must account to
God regarding them, [ must be very
careful how 1 acquire pPossessions.
L.woukd not want to obtain them a1
the cxpense of another's characier,
oc dish ly, of greedly.

First Jet me state my
ing of what stewardship iz al) about.
Let os bodl our thinking te that
phase of stewardship dealing with

i n und ing has

d

came 1o me in' 3 sludy of God's
Word where 1 find that God created
me and charged me to “have do-
micioa” or to care for his creared
world. | am different from other
created things in that 1 am made in

Having acquired “weahh™ ] re-
member 1hat 1 am handling someone
else’s property. God who crealed
all things stilt has claim to them He
entrusted them to me for my lifatime
only. He wanis me 1o use his crea-
tion for my nezeds and for the en-
richment of my life and | am also
responsibk for making wealth yield
results.

This leads me (0 be wery carefu)
about my spending—careful that the
purposes of God are recogmized,
that needs of people are cored for,
that only recreative pleasures are
sought, and that some manecy is
saved, nooe wasted, none dissipated,
none clutched.

You pote that in icemizing my
spending, 1 placed a1 the head of
the Jis1 recognizing 1he purposes of
God. These 1 have previously iden-
tified as my responsibility (0 be »
blessing and 10 advance his king-
dom. When T thiok of these and
remember thal [ was created by
God and recreated in Christ, [ have
guidelines for my giving. My motive
becomes lave—love for Christ. Be-
cause be gave his life for me, 1 want
lo show my lave and gratitude by
giving him genesouily overflowing
gifts. Gifis shall include many things,
not the Jeast of which is a portion of
the possessions with which | have
been cntrusted. The very Jeast 1 can
gve him through my church is a
tenth: more often ) shall find ways
o make i1 Iwo Llenths or three tenths.
The more 1 give, the more | invest
of myself in his work.

) could pever apologize for teach-
ing and recommending the practice
of stewardship. {1 ks 1the spine which

T
from Wagiiingfon

by Cyrdl E. Brymst

Edisor, The Baptist World
Publication of Baptist World Alkance

JE CHRISTMAS

Controversy Over a Christmas Stamp

The church-slate separation issue has flared again—this
time over the use of a religious design on a commemorz-
tive stamp issued by the US Post Office

The Post Office s1arted issuing special Christmas stamps
in 1962, but the issues for 1962, 1963, and 1964 were
nothing more religious than candles, wreaths, and Christ-
mas trees. The 1965 stamp pictured a winged angel with

supporis the whole f: k of
Christian living. 11 regulates other
Zilts—seX, talents, service—to God.
To make investments in the Lord's
work stimulates my desire 10 parti-
cipate in and 10 proy for the ad-
vancement of Christ’s kingdom as
does nothing else. And it's such a
happy experience! There fs grest
satisfaction in knowing that | am
having a part in advancing his king-
dom through my gifts. The things
T am unable 10 do in person, T am
able to accomplish as | give,

1 like being » steward of material
possessions,

AOYAL SERYICE » DECEMBER 1967

8 trumpet—a slightly raligious matif.
Controversy arose in 1966, however, when ihe Christ-

4

mas stamp reprod 2 veligious painting from (he Na-
tional Gallery of Art. ‘The painting was completed aboun
1480 by a Fiemish artist, Hans MemBng, and is entitled
Madanna and Child with Angels.

Protests came from the American Civil Liberties Union
which said that "the stamp has 2 religious motif—a Cheis-
tian molif—and i1 therefore is a governmenial means of
showing preference for a single eeligon . . . clearly » pref-

ial g aid in propagating a teligions faith "

Rep ives of seven influential Jewish organizati
also called on P General L F. O'Brtn
to proteat the use of a feligious motif oo the stamp. Mr.
O'Brien was reported in the press to have told them that
the very name of the boliday, Christmss, is religous and




be feit it oaly proper that a2 Christmas stamp shoubd bear
some relatiom 10 the true meaning of Christmes,

Other Post Office officisls were more comscrvative in
their defemte of the madonne design, saying simply that
the stamp cclebeates a famed work of wnt, Special Christ-
mas stamps are issued, they said quite frankly, to persuade
the maikes of Christ;mas greeting cards W use a S-cent
stamp rather than the 4-cent stamp which is permissable
for unsealed cards not bearing personal notes.

More thas a billion of the stamps were printed in 1966,
and presumably most of them were wsed. Praise of the

ligious design reportedly outds d criticism by ten
10 ope.

A recitatioa of the 1966 experi is iD order becanse
the Pout Office anoownced last May that the same design—
but sbout twice the size—will be used again in 1967. This
will be the firat tine in the sin yesrs » Christmas samp
bas been issued that ibe Inrger commiemorative size is used.
But most all other commemorative stamps (which mark
# historical cvent or aother celebration) are published in
the large tize. The increased size will permit better repro~
duction of the rich details of Memling's painting, the Post
Oftfice said; 1.2 bilbion of the 1967 stamp was printed.

Mr. O'Bricn’s anmouncement of plans for the 1967
stamp drew fire almoat i di
arganizetion known a» Protestants and Other Americans
United for Separation of Church and Siate,

The organization {(POAU) filkd a lederal court suit seek-
ing to siop the Past Office from ixsuing the 1967 stamp
or any future stamp bearing religious symbols.

The madoana stamp, POAU contended in ihe law suld,
bRars the bikeness of 1he virgin Mary, “2 religious symbol
commonly associsted with the Roman Catbolic Church for
purp of sdoration and hip contrary to the belieli
of the plaintiffs and others."

Issuance of such 2 stamp, said the plaintiff, is unconsi-
tetional because it involves the use of tax funds (oward
“esablishment of a religion™ and infringes an “personal
civil rights of religious freedom.”

The courts dismissed the case in September but the
subject comi 10 draw iderable di jon 2eross
the country. POAU promised to appeal the case.

An editarial in The Albuquerque (New Mexico) Tridune
cited that "Same of 1he grealest an work of all times i
based on ihe Biblical story of Mary and the Chrise Child.
They arc exhibited everywhere and highly appeeciated by
many millions, regardless of religious beliefs. . . . The
edindr asserted also thal if » coun showld rule 1hat vse of
the'\painting on a stamg is unconstitutional, 5t would raise
the fursher question of the itutionality of*displaying
this-of kny other religious painting in & public gallery sup-
ported by tax mosey.

Only one thing is clear al this point: regular postage
stamps are stll on sake for customers who do not like com-
memorative designs.

2

Rev. A. Lehoteky # the dicector of
ihe Baplist Theological Seminary,
Novi Sad, Yugashvia

st seminary students

st World Alliance president. 1Dr. William R To).
Jv., was presenl for ihe recent groundbreaking

e site of the new seminary

i FESEAY

by John Allen Moore
Missionary in Switzeriand

FMHE director of Ihe Yugoslay Bap-
L jist theological schoal boughi of-
fice supplies at a staliooery store In
Novi Sad, where the institution is

are Mcthodists and ome 3 Pente-
costal; 1he others are Baptist, Other
evangelical churches do not bave

located. He asked for a receipt made
out 1o the school

“Theelogical school? What is
hat?" the clerk inquired, a blank
Jook on his fage.

“The Word of Gad, the Bible, is
studied 1there,” the director, Rev.
Adoll Lehotsky, explained.

“I don’t understand.” the clerk
confessed. "Who sitends such a
school?™

“Mostly young peegle.” said Mr.
Lehosky.

“Amazing!™ the clerk said, shak-
iog his head. “Surely just those wha
are disappainted with life.”

"On 1be contrary,” the schoo) di-
rector corrected him. “They atudy
there by their own chaice and with
enthusiasm."

The ten students in the theological
school are indéed an enthusiastic
and dedicated gtoup of young peo-
ple, which owdinarily includes one
or WO young women Iraining for
work among children and women in
the churches. Two af the students
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heological schools in Yugoslavia.
The full course is ibree to four years.

“1 am exceedingly happy 10 have
the privilege of being in 1his theo-
logical school, of whase existence
T did not even know ontil 3 shor
time ago." says firgl-ycar siudent
Simo Raljevic. I want 10 use all
my time and all my powers in the
service of my Lord and my people.”

Simo is the first Baptist in the
whole province of Kosmet, near the
Albanian bordes. Since his conver-
slan, following the witness of o Nowvi
Sad theological school student, he
has won his mother. 1wa brohers,
and severa! friends 1o Cheist. These
were baptized recently.

The dedication and enthusiasm
sa evidem among the students per-
vades (he work and witpess of Bap-
tists generally in Yugoslavia. There
is slow bul steady grow(h, and seven-
ty churches now report a Wotal mem-
bership of 3,700.

This &, of course, a Communist~
ruled land. There are restrictions on
religious work, bul churches erjoy

more [reedom (han in almost any
other country under Cammunist
goveroment, and freedom increases
steadily.

Bapuists have leamed 1hrough the
ycars how 10 do their work effec-
tively under the circumstances, and
in mosi places (hey have won the
respect even of atheistic govermment
officials They are regarded as Joyal
citizens, honest and reliable, as welt
asy zealous belicvers in Christ.

Haptist work was hampered great-
ly right after 1he war becduse meset-
ings for worship by small groups m
homes could not take place. They
cauld only meec in chapels or tooms
recognized by authorities as set aside
for this use only. Incceasingly, how-
ever, il became possible for financial
assistance for the purchase or com-
sizuction of buildings to be zent in
by our Fortign Mission Board, and
dozens of chapels have been pro-
vided in the [ast 1wo decades to
strengihen the witness.

In Novi Sad, urban renewal calied
for the razing of church and theo-
logical-school buildings. Govern-
ment authories cooperated fully
with Baptists in making available a

u




fine lot in an excelleni locatian,
working out plans for ap adequate
and atiesctive plant, and bringiog in
tan-free fimsncial assistance from
Southern Baptists tor the project.

Belgrade Baptist Church is one af 70 in Yugasiavia where there are 3,700
Baptists in a country of 19.511.000 peaple.

home mission board fosters evange-
lism in new arzas, helping 10 estab-
lish missian stations and churches
Yugozlay Baptists cooperate with
nin¢ other national unioms on ihe

Baptist World Alliance presid
William R. Tolbert, Jr., was in Novi
Sad for the groundbreaking ocere-
mony at the end of June 1966, His
address, based on Maithew L6, em-
phasized that Jesus Christ is build-
ing his church and the gates of hel)
canwot prevail against it Workmen
on the building site and the Com-
manit arclitec peesent were grestly
smpressed with the messsge, which
the srchitect described as the most
piritnal he had ever heard

Five years ago, spurred on by
proposed legis!ation for much higher
takes on imported fands, Yugoslav
Baptiat churches boldly updertook
to support their own pastors, only a
(inke progress having been made in
ihisbefore that time, A home mis-
sion baard was s¢t up to gather fonds
and—give pastoral aid for weaker
churches. About a third of its bud-
get is raised in 3 home missicas day
offering among the churches oo »
Sumday in October ench year. The

in the Europ Baplist
Mission Society, which has work in
Cameroons and Sierra Leope.

A milesione for Yugoslav Bap-
tists and the fusfilment of 2 dreom
of several decades has been ihe pub-
lication in the fall of 1966 of their
first hymnal with words and music.
Duhovne Plesme {spititual hymns)
appeared in an edition of fifteen
thousand 1 is used in congregations
of other denominations as well a in
Baplist churches.

Baptisis have a monthly paper,
Glas Evandjelja (voice of the gos-
pel. Booklets on docieing and meth-
ods are printed Materials far Sun-
day School and youth wosk are
mimeographed, as i the monthly
paper fos the women's groups.

In a recent issoe of the women's
papee, there is a ketter from the Novi
Sad group dexcribing observance of
a December day of prayer: “Exch
of us prayed at home for the mis-
sions needs presented in our paper,

and for others. Then in the after-
noon at four a'clock we gathered at
the church for prayer togethar We
prayed for sisters in the faith who
have tronble with unconverted hus-
bands, also for Ihe lonely and for
those in lands afar We prayed for
our children who are not saved and
live worldly lves, and for (he build-
ing of aur new church.”

The Jargesi gathening of Yugoslav
Bapaists is the triennial youth con-
gress which is attended by six or
seven hurkdred persons. In 1he in-
tervening years district youlb meel-
ings attrach a total of 1,200 or more.
Every summer there are camps for
chilrea and young people of dif-
ferent age groups. For each two-
week period—{featuring Bible study,
evangelism, and recrealon—they
pitch their tents in o beaulilul for-
ested area on the Dalmatian Coast.

Ahhough as a rule ¢andidates are
not received for baptism and church
membership until the mid-teens or
later, young people constitute about
2 third of the Baptist fellowship.
This is reflected in the hopeful and
enthusiastic outlook which charac-
terizes Baptists in Yugoslavia todsy.

by Enza O. Pullen

Fun-loving
People
of Yugoslavia

o i)
o K

The Yugéslav Raptist congregation at Velika
Srediste, Jike many n our country, take
wirking 1ogether in coaslruclng

ing in which their chuech can

THE people of Yugostavia sre hard-working, fun-loving,

and very inteltigent.
Characieristic of the Yugoslav's gift for easy living is the
korzo, or \he before-supper stroll. In any village or ciy
. of Yugoslavia, each ing hundreds or even th )
—— 4 of people go for a stroll a)l 3t once—italking, singing,
‘ ‘ ‘ ﬁ laughing, and arguing. It is o charming sight, end « noiay

{

one' Cars are banned from city streets at thia time, but
o, since theee are few motor vehicles in Yugoslavia, there is
" little inconvenience for them.

The normal working hours for a Yugoslav are from 7:00
AM. (0 2:00 P.M. After work he has his main meal of the
day after which he (akes 2 nap before 1aking a korzo. The
4orzo helps him work vp an appetite for a hefty, welk
balanced supper.

The Dousewife of Yugoslavia poes to market early,
about six o'clock in 1the moming, to select for her Family
the best from vegetables and other foods. Balkan cooking
includes large amounts of lamb, veal, pork, and chicken,
with potatoes and coarse, delicious bread in large amounts.
Fruit and fresh salada are usually on the menv.

Native peasant costumes can stll be seen in Yugoslavis
at folk festivals, p and parades. Each diatrict b
a completely diffecent costume from its neighbors, but
mos1 ase ch ized by beauliful embroidery and bright
colars.

R it

Serbran-Hungarion Baplist Chucch,
Sobotica, Yugoslavia
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YUGOSLAY

Potlks, Chiletmas Braad

In n large bow| sift together 5 cups flour, ¥ cup sugar, and
¥ 1easpoon salt.

With fingertips work % cup soit bulter into flour mixture

Add 2 eggs. wall beaten, and 1 cup lukewarm mitk and mix
well,

Slit in 1 package dry yeast. softenad in % cup lukewarm mifk,
ond best the mirlure hard tor about 20 munutes, or until \he
dough 15 sabny and doas not cling to the sides of (he bowl

Cower the bowd wilh a Iowel and lal tha dough fisa in @ wammn
placaAol about 2 hours, or untll dovble in bulk.

IMa bowl cream tagelhar ¥y cup Sugar and 2 tablespoons seit
burtter™

Slif iy2 eggs and beat Ihocoughly.

Adt*2 cups walnuls, chopped, % cup haney, 4 cuncas vn
swselsned chocolate, graled, and 2 labalspoans heavy cream
and mix well,

Tutn dough cut on » lightly floured board and divide it inlo
thrve parts. Roll sach par Into a raciangle abaul %-inch thick,

Spread tha rectangies with the chocolate wolnut mixture and

The three lasgest racial groups in Yugoslavia—Serbian,
Croatian, and Sk i ach follow traditonal

On Decerober 10 € and Serbians plam wheat on
a plate. There s by Christmas Day a small wheat field
which k used as a decoration, vsvally placed on 2 window
$ill,

As & remindec of the manger, Serbians scalter hay or
straw on their Lables at Christmas time. For Christmas
dinner Serbians and Croatians usually ¢at roasted suckling
pig. carved according 1o traditional rites.

A Christmas crib is found in every Slovenian and in
many Croatian homes. Cribs are usually very ¢labocate,
and trips are made to the forest to gather moss for lining
it. An old-fashioned music box plays Christmas carols.

A dish peculiar 10 the Croatian Christmas i5 a ring-
shaped coffeecake called kolach, Three candles are placed
inside its hollow. The first is lighted on Christmas Eve.
The father makes 1be sign of (he crass with the candle,
saying. “Christ s born."" The othee family members re-
spond, "He is born indeed.” At noon on Christmas Day
the second candle is lighted. and afeer a prayer, is blown
out. The third candle is lighted on New Ycar's Day, and
the cake ic not cul until Janvary 6. Three Kings Day. At
this time each family member cats a piece of the cake to
symbolize his sharc in the pood fortune af the coming year.

RECIPES

rall Ihem up like jely rolls,
Put rolls on butlered baking sheet and lel rise in a warm
place vntil they have doubled in size.
Bake in a moderale oven {350 degrees) lor 20 minules, of
unlil well browned,
Figm Qayrmal, Ihe Magezine ol Gpod Living, Decamber
16 Useo Oy paiminsion

Harainut Haliday Coaskies
1 cup butler
1 cup haztenuts, chopped
1 cup suger
Mix ingredianis and rodl out Ya-inch Iheck and cul n any shapa
deswad, Bake in moderale gven for 20 minutes Sprinkle with
powdared sugar.
Feom Christmas Custamn Around 1he Wedd by Herberi H,
Wamasche Tha Wastminster Press, © W L Jenkios, 1958
Usea by parmitsion.

2 teaspoons vanilla
3 cups flour

Can you tell me
about “M“ Night?

“M" Night for 1967 is scheduled for December 4. and
the Training Union plans for its observonce. This an-
SWers questions as to dale and where to Jook for plans It
is an iational ian &3 app 1 by the Southern
Baptist Convention. Very fine goals have been set by the
Traimng Union Department of the Baptist Sunday School
Board as follows.

¢ 1,050 associations observing "M Night on
Decemnber 4, 1967

@ 400.000 aitendance goal

® 19,000 churches represented

& 15,000 pastors in attendance

Can yau give some information
about Lhe television tilm
on the life of Christ?

The SBC Radia and Television Commission has filmed
“The Vine." a onc-hous ¢olor ielevision preseniation on
the life of Christ, produced in Jordan and Isruel The flim
was shown Jast March by NBC, and plans indicatc that
it may be shown again in 1968. Watch for (he date and
ime. The Commission plans 10 make “The Vine™ avail-
able i0 1969 10 churches on a service chaege basis,

Is the Radio and Television Commission
planning another special tilm for 19672

A halt-hour film is schedvled by NBC-TV for Ducem-
ber 31, 1967, from 1:00 10 1.30 .35 EST Waich your

tocal television schedule for viewing time in your area.
Working title for the new film is the “Pritchard Film.”
It deaks with Dr J. B. Pritchard, an archatologist from
the Universily of Pennsylvania, who is leader in excavaling
Tell* es-Sa'idiyeh an the floor of the Jordan Valley, delv-
ing ino 1he history of the peopk who lived (here genera-
tion after generation, what happened 10 them, and the
significance of the history of the cities. Artifacts from the
Amman Museum were 1aken to the dig and are used in
the film—items which came from this Tell—and which
suppor( the theory that this is the site of the biblica) Zare-
than mentioned in ) Kings as a bronze casting centes.

What is the Mrs. W. J, Cox
Memovrial Fund?

For many years a specific amount in the goal of each
year'’s Lottie Moon Christmas Offering was set aside for
WMU work on foreign missions fields Mrs. W. J. Cox
seeved eight years as president of WMU, and in 1933 this
fund was named for her in appreciation of her sevvice.
After her death in 1965 {1 becamc 2 memorial fuad. This
money is used for literature, books, travel, and other
phases of WMU work averscas. “Out of these compare-
tively small sums have camc year by year miractes of
accomplish hrough p Tul y of the mis-

and their in the work of every land,*
states Miss Alma Hunl, cxeculive secretary of Woman's
Missionary Union.

A (2l s un onoen mound in the MudUke East composed of re.
mains of wxcesive seilements

...S THIS YOUR QUESTION
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Is your artist daughter or son ambitious to work for the
denomination? | looked into opportunities for artists in the
agencies of the Southern Baptist Convention. This is what |

discovered.

WANTED: ARTISTS

by Barbara Foster Crowe

YES.. there are many oppoctunities
for artists. It is troe that among
Southern Baplists the numbes of an
potiions is limited, but it is also truc

They also design many periodicals,
books. and ilems such as record

vonal an help to provide paste-up
and corrections services which are
an ial compk 10 this type

Ilhum posters, and p |

L . They are ible for

that ss Baptist work expands, so
does the need for qualified artists,
‘The fyture promises more opporiu-
pity for the 1rsined and dedicated

young artisy.
Woman's Misgimary Union, SBC

g and procuring all 1he avt
needed fct any Board p Mr.

Tht Brothethood Commission in
M T has an ar siafl

Herman F. Bums, managing arnt di-
rector, says the Sunday School
Board has found it increasingly diffi-
cult to fill an vacancies and ¢ould

ibly offer empl 10 several

in Birmingh Alabal ploy
aD art gaff of three—one an direc-
tor and two staff artists. They are
responsible for the layout and design
of the WMU magazines: RovaL
Senvice, The Window, Teil, and
Sunbeam Activities, plas brochures,
mailers, pamphlets, posters, and the
display work wveeded for confer-
ences. These three artists do mosi
of the artwork, 'hut some work is
free-lanced.

Twenty-three artsts compose the
Art Department of the Sunday
School Board ip Nashville, Tennes-
see. These artists are in five art sec-
tions and one photography section,
each with a swpervisor, The work
of this art slall encompasses s con-
sidegable vatiety, ranging from
bldck-and-white ta full color ar-

Theie main duties involve
m and advertising layout and

pcopk with adequale professional
faining, either just graduating or
with expetience.

The Art Department of 1he For-
eign Mission Board in Richmond,
Visginia, has twa anists who are re-
spacsible for the design, finished
an, production. and purchase for all
Board publications, with the excep-
von of mission stidy books and The
Commission, which has its own ant
editor. These two artists are also re-
sponsible for the design and pro-
duction of any displays the Board
might tequire, such as exhibits a1
the Southern Baptist Convention,
displays for Ridgecrest and Glorieta.
sp:cml dlspll]rs prepared (ﬂr stalc

and for
missionasies throughout the Con-
vention On occasion, anwork is
lree-lamed 10 ouside artists and
ialized ast services, such as dif-

destfn, including spot il

Mrs. Crowa is (ayoul and design adtisi
for The Window and Strbeam Activities

fcrent techniques of illustrations, are
purchased. The Buard hzs recenly

of one discelor and 1o staff actists.
Their work includes layout and
desipn of one monthly and theee
quarterly magozines, hardback and
papetback books. brochures, post-
ers, banners. jewelry designs. and
threc-dimensional disploys.

Onc art director ang an assistant
compose the art staff of the Home
Muzsion Board in Atlanta, Geocgia.
They are responsible for all design-
ing and creation of artwork and
Jayouts for 2l Board printed malter.
such as (racts, brochuies, programs,
posiers, and Home Missions maga-
zine. Some work is free-lanced to
outsidc artists. There will be 2 need
far more aetisis a1 the Home Mission
Buard in the acar futuce.

Some slaic conventions employ
artists.  Al) of these agencies some-
times experience difflculty in finding
wained Baptist art personnel. In the
future, denominational institutions
will probably employ more artists.

Vocalional eeligious art is similar
to commercial art and mvolves ad-
vertising and editorial layoul, design,
and dlustration, The difference is
only in the applucauon of hese jobs,

sel up a dup
This will evemually mquire addi-

g and merchan-
dismg nthet thao commercial pub-

Ilcahun and  sclling. T]lrrcfnrl.‘.

g far profess) ligions ary
is the same as thae for pwfmlnnnl
commercial an.

Qualifications for a position as
arist foe one of these agencics would
include Judicativn, for along with
othen who choose church vocations
the arlist must place service ahead
of salury Taleat is required, bul in
addition oge must reahze that train.
ing is accessury 1 develop talent.
Owly theough cxtensive traiming in
the theary and practice of drawing,
design, and pownling can a profes-
sional kevel he reached.

A wiw <huice of professional
Irmong is imporiamt aod there are
gond whoob of sev¢ral kinds  The
two-yeae commiercial aet schoal, the
theec-year professional <chool, and
eollege ant traimng. The eollege an
praduae with an aet major is usually
kess of an artist than the student from
the art school, but he is 3 more
hroadly ¢ducaled peram.

There are opporiunitics for arfisiy
in Southern Bapust work now and
more are apeping oyvery day. Art as
a Christian vocation can be both
significant und eewarding

tf you have a son or dayghter ar
a young fricnd whe is inleresied in
some of (he appartamities listed
abave, here re the addresses 1o
which he can write:

Woman's Missianary Union
00 North Tweatith Strcer
Birmunghom. Alubama 35202

Sunday School Board
127 Ninth Avenue, Norih
Nashyille, Tennessee 32203

Forcign Mission Board
P. 0. Box 65897
Richmond, Vieginia 2323

Brotherhond Commission
I544 Puplar Avenue
Mcmphic. Teanessee K104

Home Mission Board ™
I61 Spring Strect, N.W.
Allanta. Georgia 30303

. ROYAL SERVICE e DECEMBER 1967

A magnificent book! That thought was uppermost as
1 wiped away the tears aftcy reading 1he last page of Flame
of Anges. The next thought was a coascious prayec for
forgiveness. We 5o often (ake for granied our abundant
life. When we think our problems are big, a glimpse into
the personal and national life of African people makes aur
difficulties appeur 95 molchills.

Through characters built of composites, the missionary
writer weaves an engrossing story in novel form. With
keen insight, the anthor xhares the mixtore of pasl, present,
and future which ctcate conflict in the changing world of
Africa.

The book is filkd with confllct :md frustration which
come from ingly insur probl Flame of
Anyger Judcs with an optimism based on individual
cwpericnces. 95 i1 reveals that through Christ the answer
con be discovered for an obundant life. (See “Mi;
Here anit There,” uly 1967 RavalL SERVICE )

Flame of Anger, Eric Clark, $3.95

W you are an armchair ravekr, you will appreciate
waveling through Afeica with Wayne Dehoney. In his
book, African Digrv. you fec! as though you are a member
of the touring party With an obvious love for human
nature and with keen awareness of people. places, and
things. Dr. Dehoney puints waosd pictures of his African
tour. Mission stations. missionaries, and people whh
whom the missiorarics work are described in vivid detail.
Sparked with pood wit and humor, 1he malerizl is enter-
taining as well as educational. And when you finish the
last page., you will be struck with the same thought which
haunts the writes “If they in Africa can do so much with
5o httle. why are we doing so liltle with so much?”

African Diary, Wayne Dehoney, $1.50
Order frvom Baptist Meok Stores

by Fayly H. Cothern

MEANING FOR




Cal? %

Prepared by Janice Singleton

X And wpon the Jirsi MY of the week, when
s came together to break bread, Paul preached
, ready 10 depars on the morrow, and conrinued
uniif midnights Acts 20:7 (read vv. 6-12).

than a huodred peoplke weee waiting on the besch

iful Lake Tanganyiks when Carlos R. Owens ar-

the issionary launch. He had come by invitation.

two villagers had signed 3 statement that they

Baptisi witoess im their town. After much dis-

d questionéng they a)l agreed they wanied ta be

. “Ia time wc'll bave & church in thal village,
others to ThesL,” siates Mr. Owens.

these— Tanzanda: Mrs. C. R. Owens, Kenya.

; Togo: Mex. M. G. Pruit; Pakistan: 1. H Teel,

5. F. Cox; Peru: M. E. Fitss; Brazii: Mrs, C. F.

Arizona- L. E. Johns, Mrs. A. A. Mocre, Mrs.

X Me hath shewed thee, O man, what is

doth the Lord require of thee, bur te do
fove mercy, and fo walk humbly with thy
6.8 (read vv. 1-8).

of witcheraft in Santa Barbara, Venc-
¢d his shop. No more spells and potinns for
his fgith in Chist. Charles B Clark re-
seven hundred persons prafessed faith in
an evangelistic crusade in  twenty-ane
ear. A cootimiing revival has started with
by week, increased sitendence, and a
of Fellowship.

Venezieia: Mrs. C. B. Clark: Cosia
on; Colombsa: R. B. Wyatt, Jr.; Argen-
. Alexander, Ir.; Peru: Mrs. W. E. Mo

W.L. DuVall

And now, behold, § go bound in the
Jpirit unte lerusalem, not knowing the
e there Acis 20:22 (read vy

d on thele birihdays. Addresses are In
¥ BERSONNEL, iree irom Foreign
6597, Richmond, Viegenla 23230, snd

This Sunday the Weck of Prayer for Foreign Missions
begins. The theme, “Life Through His Namc,” will be
carried out in daily emphases and prayer periods Over-
seas Baptists, nol only missionarics bul also pastoss and
Jaymen, arc witnessing lo people of olber [aiths theough

hurches, in medical } hrough evangehsm, and in
schools. Pray jor your church that God will give you
preater mitsions vision as vou proclaim lije through the
sacrifice of fews and give ta the Lostie Maon Chrstmas
Olfering.

Pray fjor these—Malowi; LeRay Albright: Bermuda:
R. L Harns. Yrah Harmon Popham

4 MONDAY Take heed therefore uma yourselves, and
1o aif the flock. aver the which the Holy Ghost harh made
you overseecs, to jeed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own bdlood Acts 20:28 (read vv,
28-38).

Much wilnessing overseas is danc by Jaymen. I wes a
grovp of servicemen and civilians who formed the First
Baptist Chusch 10 Bermuda aboul ten years apo Rev.
Robert L. Harns. pastor, reports a new  buil
under cansiruction. He wriles: "Members have ¢on!
sacrificially ta ihe building fund, and many are volunteer-
ing Jsbor 10 push 1he work along. We are sisengihened by
the knowledge shat you join us 16 prayer and in dedication
ta the Greal Commission of our Losd.™

Pray for rhese—Guyana: }. P Dixon; Bohomos. W. £
Viersel; Brogit: E. €. Volerius. Indonesia: Mrs. C. W.
Applewhire; Nigeria. Mrs W._D. Bender; Colorado R A.
Mobdley: Resired: Lydia Earl Greene (China-Hawgii-Ma-
faysia}.

3 TUESDAY Then Puul answered, Whar mean ye ta
weep and 10 break mine heart® Jor 1 am eeady nos 1o bhe
bound oniy, but alto ta die ar Jerusalem jor the name aof
the Lord Jesus  Acts 2117 (read vy, 8-15}

“Many people come ta aur hospital with badies wrecked
by disease. We have wonderéul oppacivnines ta tell them
of Jesus Chist, the One whe can give them life in the
trucst sense. These people of Buddhist background secm
ta feel that lide is nat very valuable, yer they search for s
meaning. Fray that mony may he willing 1o accept new fife

through his name,” requests Dr. Harlon L. Willis, Bangkla,
Thailand

Pray for these—Thailand: H. L. Willis: Hong Kong:
Kathryn Whate; Sapan: Mrs, M. }. Bradskaw, Nigeria: Mrs
T. A Hicks; Ghana- Sue Snider; Geemany. G W, Poulos;
Guatemndala: A. C. Sconion; Peru; H L Nowland, Jr.
Mexicn: Mrs. E. £, Hastey; Texas: Roberta Garoia. New
Meaico: Mrs. L. E. Sovnders.

6 WEDNESDAY  And Jfl the city was muved, and the
people ran togeihier and they ook Paul, and drew him oue
of the temple: and forthwirk o dovrs were shat  Acis
21:3Q {read vv. 27-36}

Carol Leigh Humphries, Jas. Nigena, writes: "In a vir-
tually ‘closed” Muslim own a gospel 1eam worked for
several days, not preaching, bot helping the local people
build their homes, carry waler. and so on. When oppor-
anity arose for a wilness 10 be made, twelve Muslims gave
their heanis 10 the Lord Jesus, an inspiration 10 the Hausa-
speaking Christians in the north reaching out 10 more vil-
lages with the pospel.™

Pray for these  Nigena: Carol Leixh Humphries; -fa-
pan’ Mrs. B V. Calcote. Phifippines: Mrs. R. F. Ricker-
son, Chile: F.D. Stili, Colome 8. D. Compion; Saith
Carolina. M . Sharpe; Retired. Mrs D. H. LeSuewr
{Mexico)

T THURSDAY And J (el unio the ground. and heard a
voice saving unto me, Saaf, Saul. why persecutest thow me?
Aurs 227 (read Aces 2137 16 22:11).

In Tialy there is 2 grawing sense of need for education in
churches as well as ihrough schools and seminaries. As the
William P Clcmimons weee completing furlovgh They con-
sedered another vear of siudy in this countey, but liatian
fricnds wrped them 10 rejurn (o help sirengthen Sunday
Schonl work  Prax for thent and for ltalian leaders and
pastors of charches.

Proy foe theve-- hals. W, I Clemmaony; Switzerland
Mrs. T E Sommerhamp. Je_ tsrael: Mrs 8 W, Fields.
Malawr B R Scert. Philippines £ R. Scott: Colombra.
W. W. Donehenr: Pere K D Shelon. Cova Ria. Mrs
S. D. Sprinkie, Sr.; Mexicw: Mrs. . 1 Gilhers: New Mex-
iva Mrs. Tony fujela; Retired- Poul Rogosin (Cohjornia}

8 FRIDAY  }or thou shalr be his witness unio off men
of what ihou havt seen ond heard  Acts 22415 fread vv.
12-29).

A whercular woman in Thailaad was divocced by her
husband, alignated from her children, and literally beft to
die. Finding hee way 1o the Baptist hospial in Bangkla, she
found physical strength and new Jide through Jesus Christ
She 15 now a strang witness fos Christ.” Mrs. Jeery Hobbs
asks that we pray for growth ond faiblvlocss 1a Chnst by
new Chrisiians 1o Thailand

Pray for these—Thailond: Mrs Serrs Habbs: lapan
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R. H. Culpepper; Spain: Mrs. C. W. Whitten; Guyana:
Mrs O. W. Brady; Panamoa: Mss. Juan Acosa: Texar:
Mrs. Jose Flores

9 SATURDAY  And he shall judge among many people,
and rebuke strong narions ofar off, ond they shail heat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-
hovks. nation shall not lift up a sword against naiion,
newaher vhall they learn war any more Micoh 4:3 {read
v, 1-7).

Mts. Robert J Hall and hee husband bave been teachimg
in the Baptisi high school in Oyo, Nigeria. A 10p-ranking
student in the g ing class was perplexed by the po-
livical situation in 1hai country. Finally he decided thas
thaugh he did nol ondecsiand, he knew that God had
spoken 16 him and wanicd him to witness for him in the
healing minisicy  Pray jor this young man and for other
young people with diffscult choices before them.

Pray jor these—Nigeria: Mrs. R. §. Hall, Mrs. R 3.
Burney: Tanzanio: Mys. J. G. Conley: Liberia. J. C. Pou;
Pdlissan W, L Lofland, tcefond. R. W, Terry; Braul:
Mrs R R. Frazier Mrs } E Troop.}. M. Wilsen; Argen-
tina: § . Teel, I Urnguay. 1. D McMurrgy: Mexico:
Mrs. A.C. Muller, R €. Fricke: Retived: Mrs. R. E. Bed-
dne {Ching)j

SUNDAY And Paul. earnestly beholding the
Decemher K0 councid, sad, Men and brethren, I have
ltived in dll good conscience bejure God unnl this day
Adis 233 (read Acts 22 30 10 23:10).

Today v our Sunday Schools the cause of foreign mis-
sions will be prescaied. Let ws join Dr. fean F, Dickman
from the Baplisi hospital in Garza in her spirit of praice:

“Praise him for the new maternity ward and nursery
area in our hospalal.

“Praise him for the ocw building in which nurses are
haused.

“Thank him for gifts sens hy you through the Coopera-
tive Peogram and 1o 1the Lottie Moon Christmas Gffering
which have made possiblc this of our phyw
Tacilities bere a1 Gaza™

Proy for these—Lebanon. Mrs. J. W. Trimble; Swiszer-
tand: 1. A. Moore, Nigevia. Mrs, P, B. Miller, Liberia:
M. S H Hovde Evnadoc: Mrs. W R. Hintze, Bragl:
J A Harringron. Texas. T W, Hill; Retired: Mrs. W, E.
Adlen (Brazif). Mrs Antoruo Marsinez (Cuba)

11 MONDAY And rhe night following the Lord stood
by him, and said, 8¢ of good cheer. Paul Acts 23:41
tread vv. 11-22)

Chnistmas in Vietnam last year was “one af my bes,"
wrilcs A missionary associale A small English-langwsge
church in Saigon gave almast $3.000 1hrough tbe Lottic

bil




35).

)-

(read vv. 1-9).

reaping.”

D. Cottingham.

“I think this was wonderful,”
t of the fact that many of the
offering home for their wives to
in Vietnam this Christmas and

» : W. H. Parkman; Malaysia:

Mrs. R. L. Smith; Thailand: Fanny

rs. M. T. Bond; Italy: B. R. Law-

n; Argentina: Mrs. D. M. Car-

'chter; Brazil: Mrs. J. P. Smyth;
Retired: M. G. White (Brazil).

: F el

‘man was taken of the Jews, and
them; then came I with an army,
understood that he was a Roman

concerns has been for non-reserva-
mi Trail. We have no witness
p land was provided for a church
that the people will respond to the
Crenshaw and her husband work
in Dania, Florida.

a: Mrs. Genus Crenshaw; Michi-
dlifornia: J. L. Nolette, Mrs. Eugene
. M. Swicegood; Uruguay: T. L.
. Middleton; Nigeria: L. G. Legg,
stired: Vena Aguillard (Louisiana),

we have found this man a pesti-
of sedition among all the Jews
and a ringleader of the sect of the

ghted in Brazil in 1965 during a
paign are still burning in Mato
ate where I work,” writes Anna
g people have surrendered for
hem and for the newly organized
ters are prepared for the harvest,

Anna Wollerman; Peru: Mrs.
:H. W. Barker; Indonesia: Mrs.
: W. S. Wester; Nigeria: Bonnie

100, is my own earnest endeavour
“conscience in relation to God and
outh (read vv. 10-23).

'a (Baptist Book Store) is a
. Government permission to
is tangible evidence of ex-
Spain. Rev. Gerald A. McNeely
‘ in Barcelona was at the
grateful for this wonderful op-

portunity which God has provided.

Pray for these—Spain: G. A. McNeely: Indonesia;
C. T. Stephens, Ir.: Philippines: R. L. Therford; Rhodesia:
R. E. Bell: Mexico: Mrs. W. H. Gray, Ir.; Veneiuela:
Mrs. G. §. Lozuk; Texas: Mrs, F. W. Patterson: Panama:
Mrs. Duesdedith Escobar.

18 FRIDAY Felix, willing te shew rthe Jews a pleasure.
left Paut bound Acts 2427 (read Acts 2424 10 25:5).

Years ago Chinese Christians emigrated 10 South Amer-
ica ang settied in British Guiana, now Guyana. The Bap-
tist chueches they organized gradually died When Southern
Baptists entered in 1962, this carly work was a basis upon
which 10 witness. God works in a mysterious way his wan.
ders to perform! Mother Ying. an carly emigrant. died
last Christmas at the age of minety-four She was the Jast
of these early Chinese.

Prav for these—8razit H M. Flournoy, Mrv T [,
Lewis, Rhodesia: G. . Phillips. Indanesia- 1Y L. Mirchell;
Philippines: Mrs. ¥ R. Scort: Hone Kong 1. R Seith,
Cuba: C. E. Pere:.

16 SATURDAY Have we nut alf one father™ hath not
one God created 1132 why do we deal treacherousiy every
man against his brother, hy profaning the covenant of our
farhers? Malachi 2:10 tread Malachi | 6-9, 2 10, 13-16).

M. Eugene Elder sends a request for prayer from the
Indian mission in Cubero, New Mexico Acrass the street
fram the mission Mormaons have built a chapel and a ree-
reation hall. Pray rhat the witness of fndian Christians and
the missionaries may be clear and trite.

Pray for these—New Mexico M. I Flder Texas
Daniel Elsom. Panama Mrs. Flizaheth Chape Morris;
Honduras Mry. A. R Hayloch Brazil: W ! Seith:
Chana Mrs. . G. Carlin. {ganda. Mrs G W (arroli;
Retired Mrv. f A4 Tumblin, Sr (Brazil).

SUNDAY For if } he an offender. or have com-
December 17 rirted any thing warthy of death, !
rejuse not to die. but if there he none of these things where-
o} these accuse me. no man may deliver me unto them.
{ appeal unto Caesar Acts 25:11 (read vv 6-12}

Baptist Indians in the state of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
have taken the gospel to members of their tribe wha hve
in the neighbaring state of Minas Gerais The chief and
two others have been baptized and local authorsues say (he
whole tribe is changed. Missionaries have planned cvange-
listic meeungs among these Indians Frav rthat u srong
work may be estabiished

Pray for these—Brazil Mrs. H V. Davis: Philippines:
Mrs. R L. Thetford: tialy Mrs. ¢ W Oliver,

18 MONDAY Thev brought none accusation of such




things as I supposed: But had certain questions against
him of their own supersiition, and of one Yests, which was
dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive Acts 25:18-19
{read vv. 13-22).

“We have a beautiful new church building,” writes Mrs.
Pedro V. Arrambide. 1t is Jocated in a new area of Phoe-
nix, and was madc possible by pifts through the Annie
Armstrong OQffcring. Pray thar we may be able to reach the
peaple tiving in the community aronnd the church. Rev.
and Mrs. Arrambide arc in Spanish work in Arizona.

Pray for these——Arizona: Mrs, . V. Arrambide; Vene-
snela: E. B, Kimler, Ir.; Guatemala: Mrs. R. E. Gilstrap,
Sr. Brazit: Carherine Chappetl; Nigeria: T, K. Edwards:;
Retired: Mrs. F. A. R. Morgan (Brazil).

19 TUESDAY  For it scemeth 10 me unreasoriable to
sead a prisoner. and not withal 1o signify the crimes luid
against him  Acts 2527 (read vv. 23-27).

Rev. Nathan J. Porter who is in the personnel depart-
ment of the Home Mission Board was guest evangelist in
a nationwide campaign in Portugal last fall. Language was
no barrter since Mr. Porter grew up in Brazil, son of mis-
sionaries, Rev. and Mrs. Paul C. Porter, now retired. This
ts Mes. P, C. Porwer s hirthday. Pray jor this ntissionary
famify and for the work in Braczil and in Portugal.

Pray for these—Retired: Mrs. P. C. Porter {Brazil);
Brazil: Mrs. B. E. Cader: Argentina: C. W, Shirley; Do-
minican Republic: P L. Potter: Bahamas: R. C. Hensley:
Phitippines: R. . Gordon; Nigeria: H. L. Adams: Kenva:
D. L. Bateman: Liberia: B. D. Brown: Georgia: lames
Beck.

20 WEDNESDAY  And now ! siand and am judged for
the hope of the promise made of God unio our fathers
Acts 26:6 {read vv. 1-11).

“Last Easter an latermediate girl, Kathryn Matsushita,
made a profession of faith in Christ Her parents, of Bud-
dhist background, have requested that she wait for baptism
until she is cighteen. Pray for her and for her parenss. Pray
alsa for Mrs. Higahi wheo is seeking jor assurance concern-
ing the person of Jesus Christ. and for a young woman,
Joyce Nakahara, that she may be grounded in his word and
&is Jove.” These requests come from Mrs. Toshio Saka-
moto, Sunnyvale, California.

Pray for these—California: Mrs, Toshio Sakamoto,
Donald Phlegar, Mrs. Daniel Gome:; Texas: 1. D. Crabb,
Jose Flores; Florida: Mrs. Alexander Pasesti; Brazil: Mrs.,
A I Bagby: Colombia. L. G. Breeden, fapan: S. P, How-
ard, Ir., D, W. O'Reagan; Malaysia. Clarence Thurman,
Jr.; Spain: Mrs. G. A. McNeely; Retired: L. L. Johnson
{Brazil).

21 THURSDAY Whereupon, O king Agrippa. I was not
disobedient unmio the heavenly vision Acts 26:19 (read
vy, 12-23}.
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“As you celebrate our Saviour’s birth and count your
blessings as Christians,” writes Robert M. Parham, Jr.;
Jos. Nigeria. “we bescech you o remember the people of

-our adopied tand as well as those on other ficlds where we

have missionaries. In a world torn by hate only his love
can provide the answer. Ler us pray for this answer.”
Pray jor these—Nigeria: R. M. Parham, Iv.; Liberia:
Mrs. S. C. Hart, Jr.; Jordan: Anna Cowan; Lebanon: 1. W,
Trimble; Japan: Frances Horton; Thailand: Mrs. 7. E. Ma-
haffev. Mrs, J. 6. Morris; Korea: L. H. Nichols; Chife:
J. G. Vestal, Lois Hart; Guatemata: C. S. Cadwallader;
Brazil: Mrs. T, E. Bryans; Texas: Mrs, 1. L. Gebhart.

22 FRIDAY Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Atmost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian Acts 26:28 (read vv.
24-32).

An Arabic translation of the biography, Bill Wallace of
¢hina, has been used of the Lord, reports Virginia Cobb,
publications dircctor in Beirut, Lebanon. As an example,
she 1ells of a post office official who stayed up all night
reading the book. “l've never read anything that stirred
me so: te)] me more about what you believe.” Pray for Miss
Cobb and those in the publications ministry,

Pray for these—Lebanon: Virginia Cobb; Nigeria: R. L.
West; Uruguay: Mrs. R. L. Carlisle, Jr.; Colombia: B. H.
Weltimaker; Brazil: J. L. Riffey; Spain: H. W. Schweins-
bery: Texas: Mrs. N. H. Eudaly; Hllinois: Marvin Berry,;
Maryiand: Maxwell Johnson: California: H. E. Wooten;
Retired: Gladys McLanahan (Texas), Mrs. Mallie Swet-
nam (Lonisiana).

23 SATURDAY Bur unto vou that fear my name shall
the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
and ye shail go jorth, and grow up as calves of the stall
Malachi 4.2 (read Malachi 3:1-4; 4.:2a; Micah 5:2-4),

Christmas is different in Pakistan in Muslim homes,
writes Mavis Pate. Muslims celebrate the day as the birth-
day, not of Christ, but of Mohammed Ali Jinnah, a po-
fitical leader. In Christian homes and in the churches they
rejoice in the birth of the Saviour. Pray for those who do
not recognize Jesus of Nazareth as God's Son and man's
Saviour.

Pray for these—Pakistan: Mavis Pate; Lebanon: Mrs.
J. C. Witlmon; Philippines: Mrs. R. N. Nash; Hong Kong:
C. D. Langford; Tanzania: }, T. Adams; Rhodesia: Mrs.
M. L. Garrett; France: H. B. Lee, Ir.; Brazil: Mrs. D. W.
McNeali, Mrs. V. E. Sydow, Jr., D. E. Turner; Peru: W. E,
Matheny; Cuba: J. D. Fite, Romelio Gonzalez; Texas:
Mrs, Frank Alonzo.

SUNDAY Nevertheless the cemurion believed the
December 24  master and the owner of the ship, more
than those things which were spoken by Paul Acts 27:11
(read vv. 1-13).
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the compound of a school
i the young missicnary jour-
onary, Mrs. Homer R. Little-
jaionary couple may come, so
s and conduct religious
| students. Keep this request in
Htleton, now on furlough.

& Mrs. H. R. Linlerop; Nigeria:
. Glenn Patton; Indonesia: C.
Middleton; California: Mrs.

e, $ir3, g'of good cheer: for I

p even as it was told me  Acts

s of great joy which shall be to
message 1o the shepherds, The
House in Et Paso, Texas, Jast
first large-scale printing of the
ack copies of the New Testa-
r is director of the editorial
y pray that these Bibles may
roughout the Spanish-speaking

- W. J. Blair, Manuel Garcia,
E. Johnson, Sr., Mrs. J. N.
olifield; Tanzania: T. W. Mc-
Thailand: R. L. Sheiton, Mrs.
A. W. Hancock (Oklahoma).

it came to pass, that they escaped
(read vv. 33-44).

g figures of Mary, Joseph. and
inger scene. “Be sure that Jesus
Dr. Paul S. James, director of
n Metropoiitan New York wrilcs:
tmas in which Jesus shows in al)
d for the work in the great metro-
Fpest city.
userts: 1. W. Hughston: Cali-
gzil: 1. D. Carter; Colombia: Z 1.
. J. C. Abell, Jr., Antonina Can-
Valda Long, Janyce Rader, Joyce
C. A, Tope: Rhodesia: 1. C. Walker:
. Braswell, Ir.

So when this was done, others aiso.
\the island, came, and were healed
).

bution made by missionaries to San
is the setting down of the Cuna lan-
translation of the Bible. Baptist
& and Spanish, Pray today for Jose
teach in the school on the istand of

Pray for these—Panama: Jose Perez: Argentina: M. M.
Alexander, Jr.; Mexice: Mrs. R. H. Wolf: Porsugal: G. C.
Tennison; Nigeria: J. R. Moseley: Indonesia: Ruth Ford;
Japan: D. C. Askew, Mrs, J. 4. Smith: Oklahoma: R. §.
Corbin.

28 THURSDAY For the hope of Israel I am bound with
this chain  Acts 28:20 tread vv. 11, 16-22).

Vella Jane Burch, librarian and teacher in the Baptist
Theological Seminary in Zurich, Switzerland, writes: 'l am
surrounded with books purchased with money from the
Lottic Moon Christmas Offering. Every year students from
eighteen or more countrics pass through our halls of study.
A good library is of paramount importance in the educa-
tion of theological students if they are to show themselves
approved unto God. workmen that need not be ashamed.
rightly handling the word of truth.”

Pray for these—Switzerland: Vella Jane Burch: Nigeria:
Mrs. C. F. Eaglesfield. Lois Ramsey. Indonesia: Mrs. 1. D
Smith; Hong Kong: 7. D. Hollis: Casta Rica: Mrs. S. L.
Goldfinch, Sr.> Mississippi: Mrs, Jerry St John: Redired
1. B. Silva (Cubaj.

29 FRIDAY And Paul dwelt rwo whole vears in his own
hired honse. and received dall that came in unto him Acts
2830 tread vy, 23-31).

I'he Crusades. military expeditions made in the name of
Christ eenturics ago. still have adverse effect on the people
in Muslim lands of the Middle East. Fheir histories 1el) of
inhuman treatment at the hands of the European Cru-
saders. Prav for missionaries and vrher Christians in these
lands where hisiory and other influences residt in strong
resistamce to Christianity  Prav that a crusade of true
Christianisy may reach them. and that our example at home
may help and not hinder the message which missionaries
and other Chrissians prociaim.

Prax for these—Tanzarmia Mrs. 2 (; Parraie: Nigeria:
Marian Philtips. Venezuela Mes. H R Tucker, Jr.; Peru
Mry. H L. Nowland. 1r . Brazit: Mrs. Climt Konbrongh,
Texas Ann Swenson: Kentuchy fean Fairfas.

30 SATURDAY  Bring ye all the nthes imio the store-
howuse, that there mav he mear in mine house. and prove
me now herewith, saith the Lord of hoves, if T will not open
you the windows of heaven. and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be raom enough to receive it Malachi
3:10 (read vv. 5-16).

The wetfare center in Ire, Nigenia, grew out of a dispen-
sary opened in 946 by Miss Eva Sanders. missionary
nurse. The center specializes in maternity cases and child
health. A new chapel was dedicated last year, part of the
funds for it honored the parents of Miss Sanders. Pray for
Miss Sanders as she comes home this year for retirement,

([Continued on p. 35|




PRAYER
REQUESTS

EXPRESSED BY AREA SECRETARIES

Pray that Southern Baptist gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

will exceed the $15 miltion goal.

Experiences of Churches in Latin America

® Evangelism Congress, Mexico

Rev. Ervin E. Hastey, director of
evangelism. Mexican Baptist Con-
vention, reports: “There were 300
pastors and laymen in attendance at
the evangelism congress held in the
city of Torreon. and 175 partici-
pated in housc-to-housc witnessing
in five sections of Torreon on Fri-
day aftcrnoon. That night a concen-
tration was held in the buliring with
3,500 peoplc present and about 128
professions of faith.

“The Baptists five-year program
of evangelistic missionary advance is
being used of God for his kingdom
in Mexico. In 1966 Baptists organ-
ized 24 churches and started 95
missions and 153 preaching points,”

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering al-
locations for Mexico, $222,845.18

Baptist church life, LaSerena, Chile, and in Corcente, Brazil
:: ke

by Frank Means

® New Life with Christ Crusade,

Venezueln

Charles and Shirley Clark, Cara-
cas, write: “We asked you o pray
for our ycarlong New Life with
Christ Crusade. As we look back
over the year, we feel it has been
a time of deepened spiritual life and
a time of harvest. In three weeks of
evangelistic campaigns with seven
international preachers in twenty-
one churches, there were seven hun-
dred professions of faith.

“When you realize that there are
in Venczucla less than two thousand
Baptisis, you appreciate the magni-
tude of God's miracles. A healthy
sign in the crusade was a spirit of

revival before the special meetings
began. It has continued.”

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering al-
locations for Venerweln, $44,741.07

¢ Church Organized In Missionary’s

Home, Brazil

James and Maxie Kirk, Salvador,
Bahia, write: “The organization of a
new church in our home coincided
with the departure of our two older
children for the States to enter school
and helped case the shock of separa-
tion. As the only evangelical wifness
in the center of a populous middie-
class neighborhood, the work has
proved stimulating and satisfying.

“The church began meeting in our
home, outgrew facilities, and is now

Photos by Gerald Harvey and Bob Hart
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property. After
it bas become

srate a remodeling
imodate those who
gar the good news
Christ Jesus. Two
fruits of this work
ized, and four others
blic decisions.”

{

&

pus primary purpose of
al missions is the meeting
cal needs in the name of
nd as expression of Chris-
pern and love. Missions hos-
en provide medical care
pecially hospital lacilities for
‘who would otherwise have
of such help. An example
“Baptist Hospital in Thailand
'in Ap prea where thousands
ple  were entirely without
| facilities.

issions hospitals extend the
of their ministries 8Y TRaIN-
LOCAL PERSONNEL. An example
‘Japan Baptist Hospital school
ming which will be sending
pistian nurses to serve in many
in that land.

addition to these ministries to
cal needs, medical projects
a broad and deep spiritual in-
pe. Sometimes the missions
ital will be the Means OF En-
TO A COUNTRY, and the ministry
man physical need will pive
to the minds and hearts of
pns who would otherwise be re-

bt to the gospel.
sthern Baptists have been able

® Response of Young People to

God'’s Call

Robert and Farolyn Hensley. Bra-
zil, report: “We ncver cease to be
thrilled at the blessings we are re-
ceiving from the Lord in our work
In December we held the first siate
Girls' Auxiliary camp in Ggias. We¢
were expecting fifty girls, and ninety-
one attended.

“In January we held the firse state
Young Woman's Auxiliary retreat.

Influence of Medical Missions

in the Orient

by Winston Crawley

to enter [ndia for missionary service
i thar Jund through the prajection
of a medical minisiry at Bangalore
Dr. Ralph Bethea recently reparted
having ministered 1o the muedical
needs of the wife of a man who s
the leader of an¢ of the non-Chris-
uan religious groups in Bangalore
That man and his wife bave shown
themselves cager o hear his tests
mony about Christ and to have him
pray for them 1o the Gad whoas the
father of the Lord Jesus.

A missions hospital ¢can gaa g
repulanion for the quality of its care
and i1 EXPRESSION OF CHRISTIAN
CONCERN. The patient who had been
in two other haspitais asked 1o re-
wrn ta the Baptist hospital in Hong
Kong because of the personat in-
terest the staff there hud shown

Many PFRSONS ARF  WON  TO
FAITH 1IN CHRisT through medical
missions. Some of these conversions
are truly remarkable At Bangkla
in Thailand recently a man who had
been an outlaw for years became a
Christian. The Thai pastor reparting
it said that a “tiger” had been
changed into a “lamb.”

As its final fruitage, a missions

Thirty-two young wamen attended
and it was a mountaintop cxperi-
ence. One young woman accepted
Christ as Saviour, ten rededicated
their lives. and two reaffirmed a call
o missionary seevice. Your praying
is reaping 2 harvest here in Brazil™

Loiltic Moon Christmas Offering al-
locations for Brazil, $707.665.23

Allacations for all of Latin America,
$2.051,932.80

Photo by Marris Wright

Kyota, Japan

Mat Philippines
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. . . Buptist Hospital, Kediri, Indonesia
Photo by Fon Scofietd

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering al-
locations for medical missions =
the Orient, $187,500

hospital CAN PRODUCE CHURCHES
scattered all through the surround-
ing arca. This process has begun in
the Kediri arca in Indonesia and s
cxpecled to continue there and in
other Orient arcas served by Baptist
missions hospitals.

Allocations for sll of the Orient,
$2,138,176
. . . Daptist Clinic, Bukittinggl,
Indonesia
Photo by Geratd Marvey

Dr. Goemer at far end of table discuss-
ing Africa with the Foreign Mission
Board coummittee for this area

IN AFRICA—

A Building
Has Many Uses

by H. Cornell Goerner

ROYAL SERVICE e DECEMBER 1967

After a hearty breakfast in the
home of Dr. and Mrs. Hal Boone at
Jinya, Uganda. | startcd out with
0Or. Boone and Rev. Charles Tope
at about 9:00 a.Mm. in the “Green
Goose,” the alfectionate name of
thc mobile medical wnit.

Thirty minutes later we publed up
i front of the Wakisi Baptist
Church. A simple building  con-
structed of hand hewn slender logs
lashed together with bumbaoo thengs
and chinked with mud. opped with

a thaich roof, serves as a place of
worship on Suaday and as the clinic
building cvery Tuesday. Before our
arrival. a crowd had already gath-
cred: women with babes in arms
sitting aboui on (he ground. men
beneath shade trees. The Green
Goose was unloaded, simple medical
equipment placed in the rear of the
church. The ¢linic room was scpa-
rated from the waiting room by a
curtain stretched about midway
across the onc-rcom church. Pa-
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umasi area of Chana (West Africa) the WMU  Nijili, Zambia (Central Africa). Pastor Mwali preaching to
al president speaking to Baptist women his congregation

by G‘nld Harvey

“ gathered at the front door.
rding to custom, a brief devo-
| service was held before the
went inside to await turns.
onary Tope read from the
hili Bible and spoke briefly. Dr.
one led in prayer.
stood watching and wishing that
ry Southern Baptist could witness
skilled doctor with a big heart,
ing his tender care to mothers
babies, binding up ulcers, peer-
into inflamed eyes, prescribing
fevered bodies—demonstrating
love of Christ daily.
 One baby died, but thirty-cight
other babies were helped to live that
moming. After the babies had been
seen, Dr. Boone examined the
grown-ups. Before the day was
ended  eighty-seven persons had
passed through the clinic. A tired
doctor packed his instruments,
loaded up the Green Goose, and we
turned our faces toward the return
Journey.

Every Tuesday the clinic is held
at the Wakisi Baptist Church, eigh-
teen miles from Jinja, Uganda, in
East Africa. Two other days a week
clinics are at a greater distance. In

_each neighborhood a church is grow-
ing. On Sundays an African pastor
~ or lay leader preaches. The words
- from the Scriptures have new mean-

. ing: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon

me. He has anointed me to preach
the Good News to the poory He has
sent me to proclaim liberty to the

captives, And recovery of sight to
the blind, To set free the oppressed.
To announce the year when the
Lord will save his people!™ (Luke
4:18-19 TEV). Each week the peo-
ple see the gospel in action as a big.
curly-headed missionary doctor min-
isters to their needs and teaches
them the deeper meaning of the
love of God.

So it is that a church building
is a silent witness for Christ as pco-

ple are ministered unto—both physi-
cally and spiritually

Will you join others in prayer for
the hundreds of Africans in this
arca who go out among their neigh-
bors and joyously witness day by
day? Pray for the many uses being
made of buildings erected 0 be
used to the glory of God

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering al-
locations for Africa, $1,392,864

Chapel service at Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Riischlikon-
Zurich, Switzerland

Libmr; at the Italian Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Rivoli
/ o

Pastie Jirvis Delleh. waching bovs e Aj

Photo by Al Stuan

Dr Hughey addressivg missionary ap-

1o A

Pholo by Bab Harl

Of the 1495 kind tens, cke-

&

%

Both men ol women stady ni Arals Raplist Theologioal
Seminary al Bent, Lebanan

b, Ju

Photo by Foa Scotield

Educational Work in Europe
and the Middle East
by John D. Hughey

® Pcay hat 1he schools will set
up academic siandards based mainly
on meeling well the needs of those
wha should be irained

Jardan, Lehanee, Israel

Plaas are being made 10 move
1the faptist boys school from the
village of Ajloun, Jordan, to the
copital city of Ammun The girls
schoel will remaio 0 Ajloun.

® Pray that the missionary ser-
vice of Baptisis in Jordan will be
broadencd and strengthened hy this
autrcach (0 Jordan's grealest popw-
latian center

@ Pray thut there will he moncy

ilable for curreal opecating ex-

mentary schools, and high schools
which Southcrn Baptisis help 1o sop-
port, 24 are in Europe and t(he
Middle Easi.

® Pray that Baphst schools in
Furape and the Middle Easi will
provide needed education lor Bap-
tists snd non-Baptists  as  fuluve
Christian Jeaders.

Of the forty-1hree seemnares sup-
ported mainly by the Forcign Mis-
sion Board, (ive arc in Europe and
the Middiz East Oae o ihe six
(raining schools for women is slsa
10 this area
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penses and huilding necds of the
wel)-sstablished schooks for gencral
education in Jsrael, Jordan. and
l.ehanon.

® Pray ¢hat 1hc Arab Bapiist
‘Theological Seminaty in  Beirut.
I.cbanon, may serve as 2 means of
prepating men and women for evan-
gelism and church developmenn in
the whale Areb world, prabably the
maoxt difficull of al) missions ficlds

® Pray that the schools in the
Middle East, which zore) many chil.
deen who are only nominal Chris-
tians and others who are Muslims,

will continuz 10 cnjoy {reedom to
teach the Bible, conduct chapel ser-
vices. and presenl Christian truth.

Furope

Schools are being csablished now
by a few Spanish Bapiist churches
with very limited help from Southern
Bapti and a sell-supporting lin-
guistic institte is develnping at the
seminary in Rivoli, haly.

® Pray thal the scminary in Spaie
will prepare pasiors and evangeliats
in gecatee numbers 10 1ake advamage
al greater religinus frecdom and new
opporiunities, thar more adequate
facilitics be provided for i1, and 1hei
Spanish Bapusi churches continue
to grow in memtership and steward-
ship

@ Pray that the internationsl
seminary in Ruschiikon, Switzerland,
will canlinue a< 3 rallying poim for
Evropean Baplieis, a force for Bap-
(ist umity. and an effective means of

ppl ing the theological edu-
cation of many countriea.

¢ Pray far divine goidance an
plans mre made 10 begin a schoal far
church leaders in Portugusd.

Lattie Maca Christmag Offeriag of-
lecatiane: Ewrage, $504,918
Middia Eaut, $666,49¢
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‘Rabbi! When did You come here?

and rely on snd adhere to You?—What
work have You to show what You can do?

As-the Scripture says, He gave them bread out of heaven
to eat.

32 Jesus then said to them, I assure you, I most
solemnly tell you, Moses did not give you the bread from
heaven—what Moses gave you was not the Bread from
heaven—but it is My Father Who gives you the true,
heavealy Bread.

33  For the Bread of God is He Who comes down out
of heaven and gives life to the world.

34 Then they said to Him, Lord, give us this bread
always—all the time!

3S Jesus replied, I am the Bread of Life. He who
comes to Me will never be hungry and he who believes on

‘amd cleaves to and trusts in and relies on Me will never

thirst any more—at any time.

36  But [as] I told you, Although you have seen Me,
still you do mot believe and trust and have faith.

37 All whom My Father has given (entrusted) to Me
will come to Me; and him who comes to Me I will most

~certainly mot cast out—I will never, no never reject one of
.. them who comes to Me.,

38  For [ have come down from heaven, not to do My
own will and purpuse; but to do the will and purpose of

39 - And this is the wi'l of Him Who sent Me, that I
should not Jose any of all that He has given Me; but thai
I should give mew life and raise [them all] up at the last
day

i3 For this is My Father’s will and His purpose, that

every one who sees the Son and believes and cleaves to
and trusts and relies on Him should have eternal life, and
T will raise him up [from the dead] at the last day.

The Amplified New Testament, © 1958 The Lockman Foundation.
Used by permission 1




Or Second WMS Meeting

Culture and Worship

,)"'lh Mimst®

Ways

in Nigeria and Yugoslavia

by Juanita Morrill Wilkinson

Study Question: How are the culture and tradition of people reflected in
the worship expressions and practices of churches in Nigeria and Yugo-

slavia?

MEETING QUTLINE

Clrcle Chairman in Charge
Call to Prayer (read Scripture passage. give missionary
information, and pray for missionaries)
Song (choose one appropriate to Scripture passage)
Business Period
Promotional Features (see WMS Forecaster)
Program Chaisman in Charge
Study this material, “Culture and Worship Ways in Ni-
geria and Yugoslavia,” or study the book A4frica—
Arrows to Atoms (see “Mission Studvy," p. 37)

Program Chairman, Get Ready

Arrange for Christmas music (except for “O Litte
Town of Bethlchem™ which you will use later) to be
played on record player or on the piane as women arrive.
Sing carols at the beginning of study. Create a Christmas
sciting with simple decorations; Christimas grecting cards,
packages, miniature nativity scenc. Create a setting of
warmth for the study.

Introduction

During the month of December it scems that all the
world is filled with the sound of music. Favorite carols
of the centuries blend with compositions of contemporary
musicians to bring in the season of joy and praisc to the
Babe of Bethlehem. (Mention opporinnities for hearing
your church choir or other choirs as they present Christ-
mas music this year or comment on this if the occasion
has passed.) Music in the air. decorations in stores, and
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the crowded streets and stores remind us that Christmas
is ncar. In his immortal hymn, Phillips Brooks described
the beginning of Christmas in this manner;

Q little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by:

Yet in thy dark streeis shineth

The everlasting Light:

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

O holy Child of Bethlehem!
Descend to us, we pray:

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today!

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

Sole or record:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem™

On that first Christmas night. the streets of Bethlehem
were aiso crowded—not with shoppers laden down with
packages, but with men and women who had come to the
city of David to register according 1o the decree of Caesar
Augustus. Lodging facilities were crowded beyond ca-
pacity. In the middle of the night a baby was born in 2
stable ncar an overcrowded inn. Heavenly music filled
the air as a multitude of voices praised God saying,
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good

a




will oward men™ (Luke 2:14). Among ol the residents
and toutists in Bethlchem thst night, a group of shopherds
Rrusy watching over their sheep were the first to hear sbowl
the significant birth ia the manger. As 3008 24 the angels
made the anwouncememt o them, the shepherds hurried
$0 3¢e the baby snd Mary and Joseph.

Lat us notice what reaponse the shepherds made as they
saw the child. We find their reaction i Luke 2:17, 20.
{Reod these verses in Today's English Version or another
modern omslation to get a different shade of meaning.
Then read it in the King Jame:s Version, and again in
the modern speech version.)

Matthew records the rupoueﬂ’the wise men who
caene from the esst to see the newborn King of the Jewn,
(Read Man. 2:1-12 in the modern version,) Wih the
presentation of significant gifts ta the young chibd, they
kll dowa and worshiped him.

Humble shepherds amd men of wisdom glorified God
through words al’ praise and in solemn wm]ll]) Chris-
tant in ions have inued ta fill the
mvﬁhioyhﬂnumandptﬁuolﬂodmmrpmm as
well a0 in pmme worthip. The shepherds with great joy

hiped Jeaus the promised Mersish. The

of the soul an all joim in sieging with gwsto.

Maoy ows hymnbooks, Moat of them include only the
words as was the case i our country a few generations
ago. The Yoruba |YAMR-uh-buh] Baptist hymnal bas a
Scripture verse in Yoruba at the beginning of every soog,
giving » decper meaning 3 it is relsted 10 a Bible verse,
Mozt of the tuoes are of British or American ongin and
are not in & rhythm ible with craditi
music. It s encousaging that songs and chosuses -mh more
familias native 1ones have been composed in recems years.
More, no doubt, will develop in the future. Nigecian Bap-
tists need 2 hymnal in the language af the people and
with indigenous tunes.

Since Nigeria is Jeas than 10 percent Christtan, Chriat-
mas is not » traditional mational observance. Theeelore,
it in related more chosely with the Christian cammuaity.
At Chrisimas 1ime in Joinkrama (JOIN-krama), a re-
mote 1own o6 the Gulf of Guinea, Christlans may start
singing Christian songs in ihe middle of the night. How
beautiful it is, a missionary testifies, 10 hear their haunt-
ingly besutiful voices singing old familiar cavols. In other
areas of Nigeria young women may 20 10 the govetament

m [ 1] mth pnpmtioo and \ﬂﬂ! persetverance sought
ot the newbom King ta present gifis and woeship ham,

Alhough their wombip was different, both groups ex-
pressed sdoretion and Lthenksgiving. Today our manoes
of woethip reflects the culture end practices of people
around the world. Our study today will show us contrasts
of worship practices in Nigeria and Yugoslavia.

Masic i» Nigerisa Worbip

Nigetian love munic and the smallest child expresses
bisn in rhythmic movemens. Children often clap their
haads in perfect time to music. Few churches af Nigesia
bave stately organ ot melodic piano accomp 10
byman singing. In villsges a common aid to Nigerian music
h the nm: drum I- addiion to the drumbeat, other
are used in church ser-
vices. These inclode Dutes, gourds with shells tied smang
them, » piece of metad vaed 1o strike a glass bottle.

Muic, llum upuuud foyousty, plays an important
role in the of Christi in Nigena.
1s some churches six or cight worikipers will gather for
a service and stent by singiag a hymo. As others arvive,
ihey immedistely joim in with the others. They will sing
watl) the crowd becomes Large enough to begin the service.

In city churches they are more resteained and have been
isflucnced by Westemn practices. They may have robed
choirs which march in at the beginning of a service while
the cougregation siands. A1 in our country most people
camnot read musical noles, but they quickly leam the
words and tunes. Often 3 few motes are added to familiar
bymn tunes to take care of<the differences in sylables.
The tempo of Nigerian music may be alower or faster than

hospital to sing Ch carols. Englich words ta Nigerion
tunes frequently fill ibe air. A Christmas Eve program of
carols or drama will be followed by 3 worship scrvice on
Christmas morning. The music is always movingly im-
pressive, because deep mile voices usvally predominale.

A celebrated occasion in Nigeria is an pbservance on
New Year's Day. Muslim and pagans o5 well as Christians
observe January 1 as a national haliday. For the Chris-
tian. the observance begins with a family teast on New
Year's Eve and a service at the chorch. Boys and girls
preseai dramatically inleresting stories bosed on Chris-
tian 1eachings from 1he Bible. Singing and recitation pre-~
cede the closing meditation of the old year as the pastor
reads from the Bible and suggests thai cach pray silently.
When the midnight hour strikes, the pastor annaunces
the arrival of the New Year while the congregation stands
10 sing, “Now Thank We All Our God." Aftec the
benediction the gregatian breaks into gronps and e~
sponvds until daybreak in traditional African daace to the
beat of 1he drums,

At midmorning on New Year’s Day, i1 is iradivonal
that many won-Christians join Christians in a church
service 10 hear g sermon, Scriplures of thanksgiving are
followed by the pastor’s messsge of salvation and ao
afficroation that Jesus is the Saviour. Many canverts are
woa to the Lord on New Year's Day! After the service,
women hurry home to compkte the cooking started oo
New Year's Eve. Feasting in the hames of friends and
selalives give a finishing toach 10 the meaningful celebra.
tion of the beginniog of a new year in Nigeria

Solemnity in Yugoslay Wership
Perhaps no worship expericnice could present a greater

one has kmown i, but it scema to reflect a deep glad

to that of Nige culture than the sobemn prac-

tices in Yugoslavie. Among the tixty-six Baptist church

in Yugoslavia, music often s played in » minor key char-
acteristic of the Yugoslnv

In this C fled E oation, Baptist
chorches are allowed to have identifying signs as Jong 23
they do not extend over the sidewalks. Since there are
only eighteen pastors for (he sevenly churches. a deacon
ohien leads a congregation. He b and ad-
ministers the Loed's Supper,

The largest Baptist church is located in the rich Danube
River valley at Petvovac |PEH-tro-vahts). sixty-five milcs
from Belgrade {BELL-grade). This church begins woeship
services with & song fram the Slavie hymnal which con-
tains words bul no musical notes. (A new Yugoslav Bap-
tist hymunal wib words and music was completed in 1966,

p

gth from the hi i gether inaide o
smalt room thac often cam lmld no mote thao sinty per-
sons or within a larger congregation in a larger city.

Rellections of Oue Waorship Peactices

Qur study today has given us insight inta worship prac-
tices of iwa differenl cultures. From the same Bible all of
us can read the words of the psalmist:

“Moake a joyful noise unta the Lord, all the earth:
make a laud noise. and rejosce, and sing praise. Sing unto
the Lord with 1he harp: with the haep, and the voice of
a pealm. With wrumpets and sound of cornets make a joy-
ful noise before (he Lord, the King" ¢(Psalm 98:4-6).

I’l’alsc him with the sound of the trumpet . . . with

and one fourth of the cost was provided by funds from
the Lottic Moen Christmas Offering ) The first bymn sung
by the congregation may be “Bratska Laska™ |BRAHT-
skah LAHS-kah|, meaning “brotherly love.” A favorite
hymn throughout Europe is “God Is with Us.” Since this
church i without 3 pastor, a layman or visiting preacher
frequenily is called upon to speak. After the messape,
four mcn and four women pray. Steangely. the women as
they pray are aoften more emotional and lauder than the
men. Another hymn of six 10 1en sianzas will be sung. A
choir of morc women than men sing without the 2id of
an organ. After the sermon another hymn is sunp. The
congregalion sings onc move hymn after the closing peayer.
Services close five minutes before eleven o'clock. There
will be another service al twa o'clock and a thied service
ar eight o'clock.

Two women are sesponsible for the beginning of Baptisc
work in Leskovac |LESS-ko-vams], Yugoslavia. Ventur-
ing out oa faith without any financial support. they kit
Novi Sad {no-vee-SOD) {where the Baptist seminary is
located ) 10 oblain wark ll'l Leskavac. All spare time was
spent in friendly jon and helplul toward
those wha were inlcresied in hearing the goap:l. Facing
many obstacles in¢luding the loss of positions because of
Christian activity, the lwo women comtinued 10 witness in
Leskovac until five members and Lwenty other interesied
persons atlended the induction scrvices of a new mission.
1n this industrial city of 65,000 peoplk. the church gathered
to hip. and ministry 10 1each other intcresied
persons to encouzdge worship of God in spirit and in truth.
The gth of Baptis churches in Yug ia is demon-
sirated in their resolve to wark (award seli-support. apan
from the aid provided through (he years by our Foreign
Mission Board and other Bapiist groups. Baptisis in other
countrics and also other Baplists in the US assist Yuge-
slav Baptists in a financial way.

Anather evidence of stsenfih of Baptist woek in this
Europcan nation is that peopk continue 10 gn to their
churches to worship and witness quietly of the love of
Christ. Whether they walk down ihe brick sidewalks ar
muddy steeets of villeges or ride bicycles, they gain

ROYAL SERVICE o DECEMBER 1967

and organs. Let cwry thing
that hath breath praise the Lord. Prakc ye the Lord"
{Psalm 150:3-4, 6).

From ihe some New Testamenl, Christions of evety
culture ofien listen 1o (he words of the apostlc Paul whe
Wwrote:

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis-
dom; teaching and admonishing onc another in psalms
and hymns and spirituat songs. singing with geace in your
hearts ta the Lard™ {Col 3:16).

At this Chrisimas season. with grace in our hearts
ta the Lord, let us.

cxpress aur gratitude te God for the glad tidings of
geeat joy he gave to the world through Jesus

thank him for the admonitions of the psalmist and
Paul to worship God through singing and i

pray that God wil) kead musicolly-ireined men and
women ta meet specific needs af the Nigerian people
proy for Dr Claude H. Rhea. Jr., vecently employed
by 1he Farcipn Mission Board as music consultant
thank God for Christians of Yugoslavia who maintain
worship undee difficull circumstances

resolve 10 take time ta sppreciate beaviiful music
at this scason, and throughout the year participate
meaningfully in the singing of hymns,

Listen carefully 10 the meaning of these words:

A song is 2 besuliful thing!

Yolces join in full-theoated melody,

And lift to hlend in glorious harmony.

Men's hearis are moved. e'en lified Lo ectasy
With a song. for a song is a heautifu) thing!

But when § sing. Lord.

Let bt not he for 1his alone,

Lest fruitless | he whea day is gone:

Touch Thov my lips: Thy beauty let me see,
And fill my heart with lave cteenally,

Thot men may come (0 know and adore Thee:
bord, 1hit prayer 1 bring:

lord. lor Thee-1 sing!” —DoNaL0 HuSTAD

Copytight by Hope Publishing Co. Used by pesmission.




®  The Missionary Message of the Bible

by Giibert L. Guffin

Witness Which Won Jew and Gentile

Scripture Reading. Acts 8 to 12

Both Jew snd Geatile are Jound in the events related
0 the birth of Chris: “Now when Jcsus was boen in
Bethiehem of Judea in Whc days of Herod the king. behald,
there came wisc mem from the east to Jerusalem. saying.
Where ia he that it borm king of the Jews? for we have
seeh his slar jn the ¢am and are come 10 worship him™
(M. 2:1-2). This relerence Icnds to show that Jesus
u_m the Messiab, and 16 honor him in bringing oul The
nignal respect paid him by distingwithed Gentiles
Jews had difficully, however, in accepling this idea.
Deapite all the prophets had zaid, they persisied in (hc
belict thas somehow they had o special stamling with
God. Tha they had been chosen, not 39 @ special favor,
but a3 2 channe) of blessing to all nations was difficul to
canceive. It i siriking. therefare, to find in the early
;mm::llmbew's Gospel an account of the coming of
» ringi ifis 1 ipi
oy g::cgl 0 and wosshiping at the fect of
The incident suggests hat Gentiles as well as Jews
were in God's g plan of redemption. Yel i was
Dot eagy even for the discipcs a1 first (0 accepr the 1ruth
that aM men, regardiess of race. ional hack d
social status, or religious Neliel, should receive lhcegaspcl‘
The tosk of world missions was peehaps ai first can-
adered by belicvers to be primarily geographical: that is,
1o Jerwsalem, Judea, and Samaria, and thercafier ta the
distam pars of the earth. Yet the early church did sce
s miston a4 wore than phical. It was d I
concermed 10 help all believers understand that cHmmt-
rient 40 Christ as Lord and Saviour fequired wen ta help
to redeem 3od chaage every area of life and relationship
:mmlmﬂum M is possible ahat preseni-day Christians fail
prehend, as well as did the o ch
tun demands of our faith, BT
The frodtiers of missions today may have ch !

The book of Acts sffords an excitiog account of how
carty followers af Christ, as they grasped the implications
of their warldwide mission, went cverywhere preachiop
the gospel. And herchy hangs a 1ak of maving power

Persecution Prapels the Gespel
Throughout Judea and Somaris

The persecution of 1he church, which became inteasc
following the death of Stcphen. resulted in scattering the
church from Jerusakem. These belicvers did oot depar
n a spirit of defeat o loss of heart, however, but lurned
their persccution into an occasion 10 proclaim the pood
tidings of Christ all over Judco, and even in Samaria.

In Sdmaria‘ Let no one shp past shat phrase lighily.
11 witl be difficult to conceive how Tcmorkahle was the
change which had led these fallawers af Chasi 10 lake
the gospel to Samaria. To ihem Samaritans were “un.
louchables.™ a mined race of virtual autcasis. Josus had
sought L correel this view by such accounts as that of
a man who had falkn among rhicves and was rescued
by a Samaritan. rathcr than by a Jewish pricst or 2 Levile
The story most have made many who hcard it. including
the discipics. flinch with pam. Actually, an onc necasion
the disciples themselves wanied 10 call down Fire from
hcaven upon a Sumaritan villagc which had not wedeomed
Christ. Now, however, they afe so concerned lo sce the
Samarnans saved that. i accard with their Commission
they rcadily (ke the gospel 10 them Thus aee of 1he
mos! serious barricrs which separates mankind. racial pre-
Judice. was oveecome by Chesiian concern

Phibp. onc of the fist deacons in the chorch in Jesu-
salem, wos the firs1 to &0 to Samaria (Acis 8:5). The
respanse o his minisary was so remarkable thac the
aposiles in ferusalem sent Peter and Jabn to obscrve whai
was 1aking place in Samana (Acts B.14-15). Having

somewhat. They may include the cities with their (cem?ng
milkone, the academic tealm, where lifechanging idcas
are fashsoned, or the realm of social tcnsiwas which sccm
to £row ever more scrious. Yel thcre arc also vast geo-
graphical arcas which are aill wholly uniouched by the
goupel. More than half the world, we are 1old, is siilt in
totsl davkacss concemning eves” Christ’s glotious birth at
Bethichem or hie triwmph at Faster

M

fisficd 1y (ves, they later returned to Jerusalem, bor
on theis way, they 100, “preached the gospel in mony
villages of the Samoritans™ (Acts K.25)

Early Christians when scattered by persccution sowcd
the sced of the gospe) whercver they wenl. What if the
millions of Amcrican Christians annually touring various
parts of the warld today were engaged in similas sowing?
A forcign missionary was heard recently to say that o geeat
hindrznce 10 the work of ihe missionary abroad is the un-

-

christian conduct of 50 many overseas traveling Americans.

Philip laver was kd of the Spirit toward Gaza whers
he mel an Alrican official, cvidenily 3 Geotike prosely
10 ihe fewish [ailh The marvclous story of how Philip
Bed 1his Echiopian cunuch 10 beliel in Christis 2 memorablke
#udy in personal soul-winning The gospel was now truly
beginning to reach the “ultcrmast part of the earth™ {Acis
1:8). Tradition 1clls us thai Christiuns have been found
m Ethiopia through 3l the cenluries since  Emporer Haile
Selassie 1 of 1hat cuuntry was o dekegale and pragram
persoaality in the World Congress oo Evangelism held in
Berlin in the [4) of 1966. Whan a1 lasting influcnce was
Philip’s wilncss (o onc man!

In almost every cily of our nation there are malionals
from many countrics of the world who if, ke the Ethio-
piao cunuch, could be led 10 Christ whike here. there s
no teliog bow far-resching might he iveir influence in
changing the world (o6 Cheist.

Paul’s {C sion and_ Appoi
As a Missianary to the Gentiles

The young. intelleciual Sao) of Tarsus. whom we first
“met 25 he cooscnted 10 the stoning of Sicphen. was in
lime to make a complete about-lace in his carcer On the
Damascws road 3 geean light shone about him and a voice
spoke 1o him, saying  “Soul, Saul. why perseculest thou
me?” {Acis 9-4). The story is well-koown of bow he was
led 1o become a belivver himsell in Christ and was to be
a chosen vesse) “l1o bear [his] name befose the Gentiles,
and kings. and the children of Iseact™ (Acis 9:15). Thos
ane of the most devoul and gified young men of it time
was empowered 1o break out of nacrow prejudice and
made to sce that Christ dicd for Jew and Gentle, foc
every man Afier his canversion Paul preached 10 the Jews
i Damascus with telhng effect, Tar i is said: “Saul in-
¢reascd the maore in strength. and confounded the Jews
which dwell a1 Damaseus, prowving that this is the veey
Christ™ (Acts 9.22) For a time alsa in Scrusalem. he
spoke boldly in {he nume of the Lord Jesus unlil danger
10 bis life coused the apasilcs 10 pessvade him 10 retarn
1o Tarsus. Barnabas, wha had helriended Pav) in Jeru-
salem, later pesspaded bim ty relurn 1 Antioch 10 assist
in abe ministry of the gospel 1 that city {Acis $:30: 11.2%)

Peter Persuaded (o Presch (0 the Gentiles

Peice, while preaching in Lydia, recerved a vision that
was 10 change bhis lifc. In that vision, he was told: “What
God hath gheansed, that call not thou camman™ {Acts
10 15). This led him 10 a discovery of new bhorizons. He
now understood 1hal aficrward his missina as 2 wilness
fos Christ was 10 have no b laries N even path,
for Komons was to be am excuse for not responding 1o the
request ta him feom the Gentile Cornclivs. Petee pro-
claimed the gospel o Coraclivs and 10 all assembled with
him. His own wards must have sounded strange even 1a
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him as they fell from his lips: “Of o truth,” he said, “I
pereeive thel God s no respectes of persons: but in every
nalian e that faarcth him, and worketh righteousncss,
is accepted with him™ (Acts 10:34-35). He declared,
mocover, 1hat 1o Christ all the prophets gave witness,
that through his name “whosocver believedh i him shall
receive remission of sins” (Acis 10:43). “Whosoever”
includes cyery man, everywhere, Even Peter was aatonished
al the work of (he Holy Spirit in the lives of Comelius
and his household

Theze were slill those in the church at Jerusalem, how-
cver. who did not 3 d the fult ing ol the
Great Commission and "“contended” with Peter wpoa his
ceturn from his visil with Coraelius [( it 10 iheir credi
that ofics Petcr and those with him had 101d what bhed
transpircd in Cacserea they apparently were convinced;
for it is said: "When they heard (hesc things, they held
their peace, and glordied God. saying, Then hath God
also 10 thc Gentiles granted repentance unla Mle* {Acis
11:14).

It was not withou( a siruggle that these ¢arly Christiang
were enabled to embrace the whole world, regardiess of
racc. nation, or other bacrier in Lheir concern. That they
did 50 is 0 Iheir everlasling crcdil. One may well ask
whether we are copable of doing as well.

Persecution ¢ d to scatier Christi but this
only meant the further spreading of 1he glovious gpood
news they were privileged 10 bear. Some traveled as far
as Phenice. and Cypros, and Antioch, preaching the word
“ta nanc hul unio the Jews onty” (Actis 10:19). At

CALL TO PRAYER

|Contined from p. 24)

and for the ceafér as if confinugs its minisiry.

Pray for these—Nigeria: Eva Sonders, Liberia: D. W,
Nichols: India, 1. L. McPhail: Malaysio. Mrs. J. L. Deadl:
Indanesia Mary Sue Meuth, Brast' Mrs, €. L. Dixam;
Texas 3 T. Poe; Arizong George Hood, Alaska: Mrs,
1.0, Shield.

SUNDAY Teach me, O Loed, the way of thy
December 3 srocuses: and | sholl keep it wnio the
end  Psalm 11933 (read vv. J0-40).

“West Centrsl Assoostion (Ohio) covers fourteen asso-
ciations and has a papulation of 600.000. Only 42 percent
of the people are members af any church. Ous greatest
need is to plant New Testameal chorches in more than
lifiy 1owns and citics. Pray jor pastors and resources. Pray
for missions o e sraried in four county rear towns of ten
thousand ar mare people, where there is no work yer.”
This eamest request comes fram Cary Harden, missionary
in Cthin. Pray that 19AR will bring spirirual revivel.

Pray for these—Ohio: Cary Hardem; liinois: Norman
Harrell; Brazit: W. B. McNealy: Nigera: B. T. Griffin;
Retired: V. C. Cuellar (Texas).




Antioch they preached alio 1o the Greciana. The

hesz had libv rty among both the Jews and Gestiles. "And
the hand af the Lord waa with them: and a greal number
believed, and mned unto the Lord” (Acis 11:21). The
newa bed J and Bamabas was gcni to assisi.
Fisding the wark greater than he could do alone. Barmabas
weal for Paul to belp. Sa marked was the impact of the
witness of Chrint there 3nd the change in the lives of he-
Bevers in that city 1hat fcllow citizens began 10 call them
“Chrittians,” the noblest serm ever used ta describe a
people. Thit was the tint time Christ's followers were
30 designated {(Acts 11:26).

No one should vndcrrale the prod®ms confronted by
the disciples both is the chenge required in Iheir own
thisking and in the forces they mct im their canquest fos
Chrint. They enc J closed-mmdcd; among the
Jews, prejudice and uwwillingocss 0 recogaize that the
Messigh for whom they had waited 50 long had now aclual-
ly come. Even worse perhaps. Ihey faced pagan coltuse
and the might of the Roman Empire, whose ruler was
deificd pnd considered 1he ondy lord men might properly
ackmowledge. Acts 12 records an account of 1he power

DY GUIDE

Using the Biblc, the keason “Wihiness Which Waa Jew und
Geatlle,” and this sindy goide, rtudy imdividuslly o in
groups the minlonary messnge of e Rible.

Begia the sidy by asking the group ro discuss the
problems faced by the ecarly church (see paragraphs |
and 2 of the lesson, p. 34). They would include:

Ecomomic—rich and poor
Cubtured—ihe col i and ) ]
Racial—Jew and Gemtile
Status—master and slave,

in spitc of all thewe dilferoaces, the early Christians
were spaken of several times in the book of Acts as being
of “poe accord.” Whal accaunts lor this onzness? (Re-
sponse1.) Lead the group 1o see that 1he success of the
carly church was a love far each ather and 1heir wrgency
ta tell athers what they had capericaced with Chrisi,

Faflere Torm inta Victory

Amnign sopeone t0 read Acts 8.1-8 and eaplain what
initiared the expanaion of v gospel beyand Jerusalem.
How did Stephen influence the spread of the goapel?
{Sewcphen was charged with speaking againm 1he holy
place [emple] snd the law, Acts 6:13. In his dcfense,
Acts 7, Stephen paiated out that God had never limited
himaclf to ope Iand and certainly net 10 the Tempie at

of the alae, a9 represented im Herod, versus the power of
the Word. Luke suggests in this vivid siory that even
Herod, before whom men prostrated themselves as bedore
God. was but a man of such irailty that in 3 momem he
could be smilicn and die. Yet, “the Word of God grew
and multiplied™ (Acts 12:24).

Kingdoms and cmpires bave risen and faded away
Rukrs and Iyrants have had their day and perished, but
the Ward of God abides. Gad's kingdom continues 1o
permealc the corth. Though the power of cvid may appear
(o psevail, a glance back over ihe centuries reveals that
Ihe living Woed and the redecmng Christ, whom it reveals,
alone abide As Ihe catly discipkes discovered, no barrier
15 €00 high or 100 wide to excuse aur failure 10 take thal
stovy 1o all ihe warld,

The 1966 World Congress on Evangelism in Bcrlin,
already mentioned. significansly had as its Theme: “Onc
Race, One Gospel, One Task.” In the chaplers of Acis
presently under study, what transpiced pives abundani
cvidence that 1his same theme could casily have been the
mollg of the casly followers of Christ. Indeed, they bath
believed and practiced it. Can we do less in our day?

by Chester L. Henry

J tem. He furthee emph J that 1s1acl had cepear-
edly shawn dispositian 10 regect the Moly Spirit and the
prophets. This o cnraged (he Jews that they stancd
Sicpheo to death, Acts 7:54-60. Afice Stephea’s marlyr-
dom. there began » gencral persccutinn of all Christians
(See Actx R:f-) and 11:19.)

In whaj allitude did the disciples leave Terusalem? ¢ See
Acrs 84 and 171:19-21 and rhe lesson maserial. "Per-
securion Propels the Gospel Theaughows Judra  ond
Samoara.") in what way was Stephen’s momenl of failure
really his haur of greatest victoey? (Discuss.j

Ask the group to indicalc what they consider to be
significant about Philips going 1o Samaria ta preach the
gospel. (Racial prejudice was being overcome by Chris-
fian conceen Again scc the Jesson maicrial for a fuller
explanation.)

Atk rwo members 10 be ready 10 review the minisiry of
Philip. Acts 8-4-9, 26-40, and the ministry of Peter,
Acts 10:1-43. Then ask the grovp 10 contrast the way in
which each undenoak his 121k. What was cach doing
when the call came? Which scemcd more eager to obey?

Indicate 1he Ieksons Peter learned from his witness 1o
Cornelius. They shauld include:

I. God is no respecier of persons
2. We musl sccept whom Gnd accepts.

Assign & member 10 vead Acts 11:1-3 and indicate she

chaege brought againai Peler for witnessing to Comelins.

-

ISSION
STUDY

ADULT BOOK
Foreign Mission Graded Series

Has your WMS siudied the new migsion Study book?
I is Africa—Arrows 10 Atoms. There s a set al eight
wlides which you may purchase which picture mojos points
discussed in the book. The slide set is priced at 33,00,
Specily that yoo wanl The sel for the Aduli book.

There is also a filmstrip *Challenge 1o Africa™ which
wil) give a glimpse ot this comlinent of mcw natians.
The filmstrip is priced al $5.50.

Ordee both The slide set and filmstrip from Bapiisi
Book Slores.

Africa—Arrows 10 Atoms, V. Lavell Seats, 35 cemts
Teacher's Guide, Pal and Jane Hil), 25 coms
from Bapisi Bnok Slores

{Fsce upan request from Litesature Disiribution, Foreign
Mission Board. P. O Box 6597. Richmond, Visginia
232130, a Jeadcr's missian siudy booklel oo "Alrica—
Continent of Ncw Nations™)

Dicuss the implications of this charge {Pctey was pot
copdemned for preaching 10 Geotiks bul entering the
house of unciscpmarsed men and eating with them. This
act was » contsadichon of the wraditions of any good Jew.)
Discuss the ing of Peier's ion in Acts 5-29.

A New Dimension at Autiech

Assign a member to read Acts 11:19-30 and explaio
the importance of 11:20 10 1he spread of the gospel. (It
was al Antioch 1hat the chuech began to vise shove M-
dividual distinctions They preached ta bath Jew and
Greek. )

Why were the disciples fisst called Christians a1 An-
tioch (Acts 11:26)7 Could i1 be 1hat for the first time
praple began 1o understand that the gnspel was for both
tew and Gentile and nai the exclusive possession of either?

Review Acts 1V 19-30 for the activitics cngaged in by
the church 31 Aelioch List them on the chalkhoard and
discuss their rekevance to missions.

1. Preaching Acis 11:20-21
2. Teaching Acas (1:23, 26
3} Evangelizing Acts 11-21, 24
4 Minisicring Acts 11 29-30

In what way did this church se the stage for the world-
wide expansion af Christianity? {The p af bath
Jews and Greeks on equal terms in one church was the
paticro followed by Paul and the ather misionarics sent
out by this church. A heeaking down of 1his barrier
helped in diminithing other barrizes laler. Read Eph
2:11-16)

Twentieth-Centary Barriers to the Gospel
Ask the group to indicatz the batricra ta living end
proclaiming Ihe goapel today. Are we with love snd with

understanding breaking dawn b amang pecople?

In his cammentary, The Book of Acis® Dr. Frank
Slagg says: “Owe may recall the many sermans from pul-
pits 'praving’ trom the Bible thal God intended for the
Ncgrnes la e slaves. Onc may hear wilh shame (oday men
of the state and the chuech protesting the peagress af
the Negro in human vights, ki is possible that the fulure
historians may declare the irony of ironics—ihatl in 1be
middle of the twentieth century, fight promaters and
baseball manogers did more Jor emancipaling the Negro
than did the chutchmen. To say (hat these have donc it
far moaey removes none of Ihe sting. for it is a humiliation
if a pagan for moncy cflccis gond which a Christian faits
1o ¢ffect far lave. There are even evidences tha segrega-
fion may make its Jast stand io the churches.” How de
yau fec) abowt this staicment? Can yaur group discuss il
calmly? Is it frue or is it an overstalement?

Why is il easier 10 cross the occan and preach Chrat
than ta live and ac( with Christian lave in cenain arens
ol our own commonity?

Dr. Guifio in his ksson material, page 36, makes the
stalemeni: "As the early disciples discovcred, no berrict
is too high or 100 wide 10 excuse our failure ta 1ake 1he
stary [the gospel] 10 al) the world." Ask the group to
evaluate this () through love and & 3
t0 2 common caure ibhe early Chiistians were able 1o
break barriers, should we be able to do likewise?)

The Haly Spirit kd in breaking dowm many barrien
in the first century. Is he bess able today or are we um-
willing 10 lollow his Jeadership?

Claie with prayer that God will help us recognize 1he
impanance of witnessing.

*C 1955 by Bcoatman Prass Usad by parmisslon, $3.30 from
Baplial Boak Storsy
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PRAYER COMMITTEE —

Prepare prayerfully and carefully for 8 Week of Prayer
for Foreign Missions.

Call your committee members together at once. Also ask
the stewardshlp and publicity chairmen to meet with you.

Belore you meet logether, study November and Decem-
ber WMS Farecasier and The WMW T eader sections which
deal with the week of prayer. Read through all 1he ma-
terial in RovaL SEmvice 10 be used during the week of
prayer and ask those who wilt meet with you vo do s0. The
stewardahip chairman will want to have ready suggestions
for quraging church b 10 give ta tee Lattie
Moon Chrisumas Offecimg. The publicity chaivman wilt
work with you and the stewardship chairman on plans for
#ocoursging participstion in the week of prayer and in the
ofiering.

Ag tbe commitiee mecting you wilt make decisions and
de3i specific responsibilily, keepmg careful mi so
that follow-up can be made. Alt but the members of your
prayer commitiee could then beave. Neat the prayer com-
mittee plans for each day's obscevance and designates
petsons io be respansible for different phases of 1he mect-
ings. Somt prayer comamiliees secure extra copies of
Rovat. Semvice, siudy each day's materials, decide on
whether some items will be omitted i theve is ot time, or
add other oatenisl if they see ways ta strengiben a day's
observance. Theo they cut ovt what will be ominied, pasie
up all that will be used, wnd give it 10 the leader for the
day. This avoids runaing overtime.

You will plan akso Baw you will distribuic the prayer
folder for family wse. bn some churches the WMU presi-
den stks the pasior 10 write a leter to every church family
suggesting thar all participate in the week ol prayce by
uting each day the prayer folder and Call (0 Prayer. Fach
family is encouraged to decide a< a family on their gifis 1o
the Lantie Moon Chrisumes Offering.

November The Sunday School Builder has made this
sggestian: “Announcement and Interest Center Pasier
and Prayer Card for family use for Week of Prayes foc
Foreign Missions™ {sem in q ity to WMU presidenis)
If the prayer folder for Tamily use is distribuied through
the Sunday Schoot, yau will need only ennugh for your
members.

You may wanl ta suggest ¢o yous pasior Ihat be preach
oo miszions on December 3. Thix i a wonderful way o
begin the Week of Prayer for Fareign Missions.

Have Materinls Raady:
Large and swal) potters
Prayer folden lor family use

Program coveex, 25 for 60 cents; 100 tor $2.00, irom
Woman's Missionary Union, 600 Nonh Twentieth Steeet,
Bimmingham, Alabama 35203, or Baptist Book Stores

luisrmation for Prewsetion:

In this ROYaL SEAVICE—
Mrs Fling's srtick, page 8
Dr. Caulhen’s message, page ¢
Appeals from area secretarics, pages 25-29

October and November 1967 The Commission

Leaflets, “Heartbreak or Hcartbeat? and “Wha I
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering?” fece upon re-
quest from Foreign Mission Board, P. O Box 6597,
Richmond, Vieginia 23230

November 1967 The Sunday School Buitder

The Bapiist Training timon Magazine

State Bapuist papers

A slhide set, “The Lottie Moon Christmas Of(ering 1966-
67, consists of sixicen color slides requiring cight to
ninc minvlcs and can be used al prayer meeting, or
at other bmes before or during the week. It is $5.00
fram Bapiise Book Storcs

Suggertions for Family Observamce:
Use 1he prayer folder for Tamily use with Call 10 Prayer
cach day, December 3-10.
Ta meet the needs al your tamly, use
Week af Prayes material, pages 39-5%
Mrs. Fling's anlick. page B
Dr. Cavihen’s message. page 9
Appeals from arca secretaries, pages 25-29
Talk togethes abovt your gifts 10 the Lonic Moon
Chrisimas Offcring.
Participale in carporatc worship as planned at the
church dunng this Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions.

Interest Centerz Arrange artractively at the teont of the
toom the announcement poster, 3 world globe, and a Bible
opened to the Scriplure passage for cach day Or. use
your own ivily to make hipful the place where
you will mece (or prayer  Ta one side. yei clearly in view,
display a map of the arta cmphasized cach day. You may
wanl 1o spotlight the map. Check your fikks I you do
not have copics of maps. oeder from Literature Distnibu-
tion, Foreign Missian Roard, P. O Box 4597, Richmond.
Visginia 23230
For Monday—Arca Map: Lalin America

Tuesday—Area Map- The Orient

Wednesday-—Acea Map: Africa

Thursday—Arca Map: Furope and Middle Easi

Friday—Da not us¢ a map; s¢c page §3

igious faiths, through |
schools? E

by

(Sunday thr

DECEMB

hristmas

er 3
aside as a time for S4
b foreign missions:
jans, for those still
our.
e for the giving of
or Foreign Mission

BER 1967




MONDAY, December 4

Meditation aud Call to Prayer

(Women enter withow speaking and siv quicily. Begin
on time and read slowly or provide copies for those present
to read): This week we sre ining women throughout (he
RMion in praying foe foreign missions, Using the theme,
“Life Throvgh His Name,” let us engage in intercessory
prayer for (be people of the workd as we are reminded
again of mpecific need.

The Scripture passsge from which aur 1heme comes is
John 20:31: "But these sre written, that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God:; and that belseving
ye might bave life through his name™ (emphasize the tast
four words which are the theme for she week ).

Im these moments of quietness, think biuck on your own
conversion experience {pouse). What were the circum-
stances when you experienced new kfe through beliel on
the name of Jesus? (Pouse for reflection )

Will you bow your heads and thank God again that he
saved you, & sinmer; and for sbundant kife through him
{pray silewly).

Millions of people began today with no hope—not for
today, of tomorrow, or in the life to come. As you enter
into the expesiences of this week, ask God 10 deepen your
prayer life and give you a gremter compassion and burden
for a Jost worMd (pray silensly}.

Some of ous missionanies have birthdays today. We may
00t know them personslly nor do we know their needs, but
today we do know that they need for us 1o pray for them.
Will you contimue to pray as you hear 1he roll call of mis-
siomaries? (For Coll to Prayer, see p. 20. Leader close
with audible prayer.)

Jews, the Bald Witness
{Read tohm 2:13-22.) The picture of desus in this pas-
sage i not that of “genile Jesus, mezk and mibd.” It &
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L ife Through
His Name

...1n Latin America

that of the young Nazarene feeling a flash of zeal for the
sanctity of his Father's house consuming him. He deove
out the animalk from the Temple coust, overturned the
tables of the money changers, and ardered the men to take
away Lhe birds,

Secing the concern of Jesus for the desccration of the
Tempie, the “disciples remembered that the Seripture says,
"My devotion for your house, O God, butns in me ike a
fire’ ™ (John 2:17 TEV).

This was Jesus' fivst public appearance as Messiah. He
inaugurales his work by a claim, an act of authority, that
he was king of Israel and Lord of e Temple This cer-
tainly was not Jesus® first 16ip 1o the Temple at Jerusalem,
but it was a cruciat one. The ¢venis that Iranspired that
day set off the plotting against his Jife by the religious
vulers.

The occasion for this significant event was the fact (hat
Jesus found the “court of the Gentiles,” the outer portion
of the Temple, being used as a place of merchandise. Al-
1hough it was nol the holy place. the holy of holies, it was
designated a place of prayes. Jesus observed that it had
been chaoged inlo a noisy den of business activity. Com-
munion with the Father was impossible in the din and
stench.

The abuse had many practical grounds on which © could
be defended It was very convemient to buy animals and
birds for saceifices on 1he spot, insiead of having to bring
hee from a distance. 1t was no less convenient 1o de able
to exchange foreign moncy, possibly bearing upon it (he
head of an emperor. for the statulory hall-shekel. It was
profitable 10 the sellees, and no doubt to the priests, who
were probably sleeping p in the of drew
rent for the ground on which the sialls stood. And so,
being int for sll and profiable to many. the thing
became a recognized institution. Being familiar it decame

lkegitimste, and no one 1hought of amy incongruity in it
unil chis young Nazarene’s flash of zeal.

But while this was m nccessary business, it was nat es-
seial that it be conducted within the Temple. They had
forgoiten the real purpose of the siruciure. Io sllowing
this business to take place, they had done 1w things: they
had made their own act of worship easier, and they had
made much more difficull the worship of 1be Gentiles.

Both often result when people become self-centered and
when retigion becomes 2 matier of form and routine. The
worship of the Jews had become meaningless as they de-
voted themselves mote and more 10 carrying out the lenter
af the 1aw and Jess and Joss to the tyue spirt of worshiping
God. They rested comfortably in the fact thal they were
the “chosen race” and were not concerned to being them-
selves or others (o a vital relationship with God.

Christians today often fall into rautine worship. Re-
ligion becomes like more than superstitious practice or
habit if here is no vitality, no heart, no soul. 1t is rele-
tively easy 10 fall into the habit of going to church simply
because it is 1he thing to do, 10 sing hymas without sensing
the meaning, 1o daydream while on¢ goes through the mo-
vons of praying and lisicning (o a sermon. to go from a
church service 1o continue in the same sins.

When Jesus drove the catlle and the merchants out of
the house of the Lord, it was to be expected 1hat he was
challenged by the rulers of ithe Temple. He was the basis
of his outhority. Both Jewish leaders and disciples were
astonished at the indignant Jesus.

Jesus answered in terms of destroying “this temple”™ and
rebuilding it in thece days. and the Jews natusally thought
of the building in which they stood. 1n realily, the Masier
spoke of his own bady—aof his death and resoreection.
The uhtimate proof of his authanity was 10 come Lrium-
phantly when he was risen from 1he grave.

Jesus Christ sUll has authority over worship which has
degencraicd to form and routine. Whenever we attempl
1o tight wrongs, it must be by the autharity of the cruci-
fied, resorrecied. and living Saviour, Jesus Chrisi, ihe
Messiah.

Read: Sianza 1 of “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name”

Laymen Winessing in Latin America Today

tPlan in advance for two people 10 lead in prayer at the
close of this section.)

Jesus provides an example for laymen living in Latin
Amesica today. There is need in these Latin countries of
our hemisphere for aggressive. bold wilnesses in the name
of Jesus.

“If we continue evangehizing at our present rate, it will
require four hundred years 10 reach presently existing
municipalities in oue staie,” said the sccretary of Ceara,
a slatc Baplist convention in Brazl.

Responding 1o this challenge missionary Dan Luper sug-
gevied a plan. 1o 3 shon time Operaion Go came into
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being whereby doctors, dentists, students, housewives, and
other laymea frem churches in Forialeza, Brasil, met one
night a week fos training. On Saturday and Sunday the
missionary and a team of tvainees flew in a small plane
10 isolated arcas of Brazil's interios. In & park of near 2
markeiplace—wheeever there were peapk—they set up
loudspeakers. Laymen preached, Ted the singimg, and told
Bible storles—which adults enjoyed 35 much as did the
children. The Holy Spinit used iheir testimanies and huo-
dreds of decisions were made as laymen wilnessed,

Laymen were not always well received, especially n the
Calhalic-dominated interior and where superstitwtion pre-
vails, In onc such town 1wo Baptist women distributed
copies of the Gospel of John in spite of the sign on the
outskirts of town which rtad: “Halt, Protestants, this town
has already been evangelized.™

Let us pray, thanking God for the power of the gospel
ta change attirudes, lives, and ities (pray).

“We can drive to that nearby farm community and bring
10 our Baptist services those interesied in 1he gospel,” a
Baptist Yayman in Brazil tola the missionary,

The car buolged wilth eleven young people and adolts
from his family, nine of whom came 10 trust Chnst as
Saviour, Others in this community have been saved sinoe
that time.

An imporiam (actor was a Jayman’s wilness 1o his sister
who was a Catholic. As he was speaking 10 his famdly
about the love of Christ, this sister withoul warning hit
him over the head with a frying pon, leaving him uncon-
scious. Later he showcd only Jave and concerm for her,
He believes that his reaction 10 her violence convinced his
family of his sincerity abous Christ and his salvation ex-
penieace. He says the Lord helped bim to hold his 1emper.

Let us pray that the lives of Cheistians in Latin America
may be consi with their profession of Christ as Lord
fpray).

Praying for Latin America

(Instrictions: Do members of yowr church have per-
somal contact with or know @ missionary in Lotin America?
1f 30, you may wans to chooze from the material below and
add inf and prayer req Jrom shis missionary.
Allow sime and prepare corefuily jor prayer following each
of the four secrions. You may closg the prayes periods
with @ simple “amen™ or an audible’ prayer.)

Today we ate emphasizing churches and the work of
loymen n Latin America. We want also to pray for all
of this predominamily Catholic area. o order 1o more
adequelely work together in Latin America, the Forcign
Mission Board has divided Latin Americs inte four fields:
Nowsth, Centra). South, and the Brazil fields.

The North Field includes Mexica, G Hondu-
ras, Costa Rica, and the Baptist Spanish Publishing House
in El Paso, Texas (locate on map), on the border of
Meuico.
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| The oldest work bere iv found in Mexico, where Bop-
tists are enpaged in feld gelizing, » b | ministry.
and In education; that is, siudent work, “student homes,”
and the seminary. These counirics place sirong emphasis
on oy leadership. Muierinl disirihwied by 1he Laplisi
Spanjsh Publishing House in E) Paso is used by Spenish-
speaking Bapbisia in more than forty countries, including
Africs, Auztrali», and [celand.

Lt wa pruy For By ares, (be Norlh Field:

Pray lor the gelistic campaigns in these ¢
through which Baptisis hope to zeach their countries for
Chris) in 1his gencration (proy).

Thask God for the influrnce 1MBUgh the years of the
Bapiist Spanish Publishing House. Ask for ifs increased
usefulness fpray).

In the Ceniral Field cf Latin America we find scven
Jocations in the Caribbean (Babama Islands, Bermuda,
Guyana [formerly Brilish Guiana). Dominican Republic,
French Wesl Indies, Jamaica, and Trinidad), Golombia.
Ecvuador, Venezuela, and Peru flovate on map).

Wih the exception of the Bahama Islonds.” Sonthern
Baptist work in the Caribbean has developed within the
pasi five years

Baptist work in Venczucls was staried by the use of
titexature from the Bapiisi Spanish Publishing House in
El Paso; in Calombia, cur oldedd mission in the Central
Field {1942), God is blessing the work of churches, 1he
bospital, schools, and seminary. Southern Baplist mis-
nioanries were sent 1o Ecuador and Pery the same year
(1950). Recently cily-wide evangelislic campaigns kave
brought cncouraging resulls in both countrics.

Lt me pmy for (e Ceatral Fiehd:

‘Thask God for fajthful Baptist laymen wha take the
gospel to villages and inlo the jungle {prav). Pray for
more Christian laymen (pray ).

Ask God for additional money 10 be used in renting or
buying propenty and for construcling chuseh huildings
(pray,).

Faur countries make up the South Field of Lalin Ameri-
ca: Argenlina, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay flocate conun-
sries on map).

The need for Baptisi Ieadership in Argenting and Chile
i being met in part by laymen. As God has kd, lay
ienders ip Baptisi churches in one area of Chile have gonc
out 1o witness in fiftecn towns. Laymen are working faith-
fully in the Argentine Bapiisis’ “A Decade of Advance,”
which is naw in is fourth year.

I landlocked Paraguay, the Baptist hospital at Asun-
cian, with other Haplist minisirics, penetrates this arc
Yor Christ. A Baptist beachhead has been blished in
Usuguny; h . this (o be the |eas) respon-
#ve country 10 the evangelical wilness in Latin Amenica.
S ded by religi irded many peopk of this
advanced country consider il a sign of weakness to com-
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mil oneself 1o 3 personal God

Let us pray for ihe Sowih Fleld:

Pray for lay Icaders in Argendina and Chile fpray), the
Baptisi hospital in Paragaay fpray), religious indiflerence
in Uruguay tbrav).

The Brazil Ficld ({ocate on map), fourth and last focal
painl. was the first country in Ealin Amcrica to which
Southern Buptisis scnt missionaties more than three fourths
of a century ago. in 1881, Brozilian Baplists do not wait
on missionaries and *paid workers” 1o wilncss, but out they
go enthusiastically sharing the news of (heir new lifc.

The largest country in South America, Brazil has been
prochimed by expericnced cvangelisis like Hilly Graham
as the country where hope seems brightest in our doy for
a spiritual awakening which could spread over all the
carth.

It was Brazil which cxperienced a tremendous nation-
wide evangelislic compagn in 1965 with aver 100,000
recorded decisians for Christ,

From Brazil, Boplist leader Rev, Rubens Lopes, pastor
in Sac Paulv, challenged 1he Western Hemisphere with the
idea of the Crusade of the Americas for 1969,

le( us pray for the Rrazil Field:

Thank God for 1he spiritval awakening in Brazil ipray).

Ask God 1o give us cxperien®es whereby we will graw
in grucc and in a dynamic witness for him now. Pray for
the Crusade of the Amcricas in 1969 fpray).

Giving the Lattie Moon Chrisimas Offering

Appest for Offering

A spirit of sacrifice often characterizes the giving of
Brazilian Baptists 1o their [oreign missions offering. Some
churches set a goat for members (o give a day's salary. In
several instances s few have cven given & monih’s salary.
What sacrifice does my offeeing this year represent”

Ingatisering ot Lotiz Maon Christmas QFfering

Reflection

(Read sfowlv); What doos Goud eapect of me because |
have had this experience day?

* Have | rejniced that the Holy Spirit has broughl new
Jile to thousands in Latin America?
Has my heari expanded with greater concern for peo-
plc in nrighboring countries wha do not yel know
pérsonally the kave of Chrisi?
Is the offering which 1 plan 1o bang this weck repre-
sentative of my deep concern?
Are my fect ready ta carry me this week and duning
this blessed Christmas season to a person who has
nnl accepted as Saviour the true and Jivingv('.hriﬂ"

fAllow @ minite or iwo for silens praver; then soloise
tings first stanza of “Lord. Lay Some Soul upon My
Hearr,” concluding with a musical amen.)

TUESDAY, December 5

Meditation and Call 1o Prayer

{Women ener without speaking ond sit quierly. Read
meditation shawfy or provide copies for thase present to
read silent!ys: Dr. Baker J, Cauthen, exzcutive secrelary
of the Foreign Mission Board, has said that we need espe-
cially 10 discover ncw dimensions in iniercessory prayer—
enabling the Holy Spirit 1o open up not only new ateas, but
also our heatis in responsc to the minisicy of missionaries.

How can | discaver new dimensions of prayer in my
lile? Perhaps a part of the answee lies in Jesus” words:
“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be danc unto you” {Iahn
15:7). Did Jesus really mean whal be 1aid? Do 1 under-
stand what “abiding” means? Having reccived new life
through Jcsus, my spirilual life now is muinfained through
contact with its sourcc, Jesus my Saviour. True abiding
demands utmost trust in him, as well as unfailing obedicnce
to his leading. Do | need a deeper commitment in trust
and obcdicnce to the Father beforc | can expect him fa
fulfil his promisc when 1 “ask what ye will"™?

As we rcly on him and he endwells us, this week 1. my
chutch, my denaminalion can discaver new dimensions of
prayer. Am | willing o guard my time and encrgies. and
my family's also, in ordee ta abide in him? Let us pray
silently fpray ). Let us continue to pray as we hear the roll
call of missionatics on the praycr calendar for today. (See
p 20.) Close with audihle praycr.

Hyma: “"All Hail the Power of lesus’ Name™' (reud or sing
stanzas 3, 4)

Jesus, the Healer

(Read fohn 5:1-93 The New Testameni abounds in
illusteations of the healing ministry of lesus. These illus-
trations give us a picture of his power over physical cir-
cumstances on the one hand, and his compassion and
cancern for human nced on the ather hand Often nced
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for physical healing is directly refated (o a greater need for
spiritual healing

The instance of healing which we have read today is
one of several in which Jesus performed his work withoul
being requested 1o da sa. In all likelihood, he was not
recogaized as the Son of God, as he was in ather cases
Cenainly a person sick for a¢ long as this man was ill
wonld have cequesied healing of Jesus if he had known
wha Jesus was.

There is 8 picture of distressing human need here at
the pool a1 Bethesda. Around the poal lay a muktitude of
hopelessly, physically handicapped and the sick. These
were persons beyond the help of medicine. They were
the poar, the helpless, the rejected.

Few of us can imagine what it would be like ta be dis-
cascd and crippled (or thirty-eight years, and without the
passibility of any medical aucmtion

This man, with many others, lay waiting with only onc
hope: that he would be healed by the waters of the paal
if he were the lortunale anc (o fitst enter its waters aftcr
they wete (roubled. Haw often it is true that we wail upan
same unlikely happeaing ta heal us of our difficulties when
we tut have ta call upan him wha loves us and wanis ta
bring healing and restaration.

With knowledge that the man had becn there a long
time, Jesus confronted him with & simple and forthright
question: “Da you wani ta be made well” The infirm
man failed 16 know the power of lesus’ presence. The an-
swer was almast a protest: “Why ask me a question like
thot?" His mind was upon the possibility of a miescle in
(he pool’s walers. Imaginc the eapression on the man's
face when Jesus said very simply: “Get up. Pick up your
hed and walk.” He was ded ta do the i bk
but he found the strength 10 comply with the Greal Phy-
sician's instructians. He was healed immediately, restored
1o wholeness of life. How infinite are the resources of
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God's power svailebie to those whom he loves, |

Although our knawledge of healing hes sdvanbed tre-

dously since this incidend, there are still individuals
and muMiodes whose bodics are wyacked with discase and
crippled pitdully,. Many nations of ibe world have only
& fraction of 1he doclors, hospitals, and medicsl (acibities
which we take for granted in America. Many people have
lost bape. Many seck help in various forms of wilcheraly
and legendary remedies which are of no value, if nol ac-
lually harmful.

An importsot part of Jesus’ mimisiry was in healing.
This, along with olher aspects of his ministry, was leH for
his followers to carry oul. Perhaps pur imperative comes
beut from the actions cvident iu?:'rzc 6 of our Seriplurc
passage (reread). Jesus saw the man, knew his need, and
scted immediately. If we bul open our eycs to see the
people—individuals— in ihe woeld acound us, we will be
filled with compassion and will apply the resources avail-
abk to us to minister 1o Ihe nceds of the sick in Jesus'
name.

Hesliag in the Orient Today

(Plan in advance jor 1wo penple fo lead in prayer.)

Compassion for people in physical accd is evident in
1he Orient in Baptist medical work by doctors, nusses, and
laymen. Hospitals or ssmplc medical s naw pro-

vided in eight Orientsl countries: Hong K::-ng. Indonesia,

Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Thailand, East Pakistan,
and India.

We rejoice in reports reccived, such as this one from the
Bapuist howpilad in the Philippines: “Dusing the first year
of » full-time chaplain’s service, there were 301 professions
of faith in Christ among the patients and s1aff members.”
People often respond more rcadily 10 the gospel at times
aof physical iliness.

From Japan comes this experience. Kawahami (kah-
woh-kah-me) San was iwenty-five years old. Because of
his illncss (incurable cancer), he had been in 1the Japan
Baptis Hospital scvera) times. Theough the dedicated
Kve and care of scveral nurses, he developed an interest
in Christ afd (rusted him a5 Savious. He lived only five
moaihs aftcr his baptism, but he had a peofound Christian
influence on his family, his church, and everyane who
kiiew him.

Beforx his death, Kawakami San asked that he be given
@ Christian funcrat. Jo spite of the faci that all his family
were Buddhists, they granted bis eequest. Far the first
time many of his people and his friends heard Christian
hymns, Bibc scading, and the gospel message.

Kawakami San's father was deeply tmpressed by what
he heard and asked (he pastor to conducl each month a
meeting in his horme.

Let »2 pray, 1 g God far hund like Kawak
San who, sz the Holy Spirit moves through Bapiist medical
missions, have found Christ; or arc seeking o know more
abaut him (pray). Pray for those who seck {pray).

Pray for thin bame meeting (prav). Thank God for
dedicated Christian doclars, nurses, and nations) stail
{pray). =

Same day we bopé 10 buikd a hospital in bowh Ewst
Pakistan and m Tndjs. East Pakistan, sn ovcrwhelmingly
Muslim country, is one of our newer missions fields.
Negolialians arc vnder way for the establishment of per-
menent medical work in Feni, Pakistan. Temporary medi-
cal lend g for ple, an elderly
man wilb an infected Jeg smibngly received a Gospel in
hia Isngunge after being treated by a missicoary doclor.
The 1ick man realized that someone cared for him. We
have four medical personnel in Pakisian, presently caring
for the sick [rom a temposary Tacility.

Southern Baplisis are also encouraged by progress -
ward permancnt medical work in India alier 0 decade of
seeking (0 open a wilness, Two medical missionary couples
are helping 10  open lhc way and land has been purchased
for a prap ) in Bangalore. There is great need
tor well- -qualilied docmu and norses to demonstrase in
Idfc and spirit the g af Christian compassion amoag
the wreiched sick of India.

Lxd ws pray, asking Giod 1a open doors for pecrmancol
medical work in East Pakistan and in India. Peay that
personnel may be available when [lacililics are available
(pray).

Praying for the Oriemt

{Allow adequare time and prepare carefully for praver.
Direct women fa pray sifently as the leader reads each re-
quest. Clute with umen or pray asdidly. Do members
of your church have personal contact with missionaries in
the Orient? {} 30, you may want te deiete some of the in-
formatson below and add facts and needs expressed by
these miissivnaries and pray for these.)

All the world scems o have pressing need for haspitals
and medical care. The millians of peapk in the Orient
abave all areas present a ceitical challenge  The complex
problem revolves around people . . peaple . . people.
Mbore than one half of 1he world's three billion populatian
Jive in the Qricnt and few know the powcr of the gospel
of lesus Chrisi and many have never heard of him. One
missionary expressed hurden Ihis way: 1 fee? that 1 rub
shoubders with so many, but | 1ouch hearts with so few

But Asia and 1he mlands of the Savtheast are far the
most part infiltrated with cammunistic influcnces. In this
communistic  batiletield. Soulhern Baplists maintain 3
suan' :vangglishc wumcss fur Christ through many 1ypes
of Muect aals, ¢d and publics-
tions, s(ndenl radio x»d Ielevmnn and other means I,
however, we ate i eeach this gencration fos Cheisl, we
must discover mare creative ways by which to penctrate
these couniries burdened with masses who are subjugated
by 1he state and where individoal life is “cheap *

Let we proy, esking God 10 reveal 10 Christians new and

-

decper ways of tedling the old story af Jesus” lave 10 mare
than haif the world's population iving in the Orient {pray)

Let us focus our shiention on the people of Japan and
Korea flocate vn mop). For aver three quoriess of @ cen-
tury Southcen Baplisls have been esiablishing a strong
witness in Japan. Other evangefical graups are also wit-
nessing in this powcrful country  Yel, only theee out of
¢very onc thousarkl Fapancse are evangelical Christians, a
large percentage of whom are decply dedicated, Japanese
Christians could be the key (0 the conquest of Asa. Are
we decply cancerned about an accelerated Christian wit-
ness in Japan?

Kores has undcegone invasion, division, and war with
resulting dislocation of her people. Bul Korea (oday is
siabk snd is putting behind maay {vrmer national prob-
(cms. Mare than half of her people arc umler (wenty years
of age. Perhaps no axher country in the world peescols
such a ge Lo radio lism as docs Korca where

tion, thea spread oul over that island 1o cvangelize or
frain in tithing, Sunday Schood cnlargement, and so on.
Theo 3t anothee lime, this small group may converge 06
aoather island for a similar effagl” repocts Mrs. Howard
D. Olive, missionary to the Philippines.

Let us proy, asking God 0 bless 1be English-language
work in Okinawa, Guam, and throoghoul the Orient
{proy} I

Thank God for 1he faithiulness of belicvers and mis-
sionaries in this asca {prays. Pray thar thcy may become
even masc sewsilive 10 The leadership of God's Spirit
{pray).

Our lasl grouping of countres in lhe Oricnt lo which
Southcen Bap have semt b includes Malsy-
sia, Singapore. Vietnam, Thailand, Easi Pakistan, and
India, mentioned carlicr {lacate on mog).

Malaysna and Singapore are designated “key 10 the
S " Missionarics have been lhere fos scvenseen

United Nations peesonncl and English-sp g Korcans
are cager 10 hear English-languuge progroms.

Let ws pray lor Japan and Korca fpray sileatly and close
with an audibie praver)

Now let us look a1 seven south sea islands. These are
Okinawa, Guam, Taiwan, Hong Kang, Micao, Phdip-
pines. and Indoncsia (focate on map). We have become
familiar wilth these islands during and since the fast warkl
war. They have headlined much of our news.

S{I‘IC(.‘ 1961 in Guam and 1960 in Okinawa, Sevthcra
B hroogh English-language chusches have minis-
tered lorgely |o Amcrican military and civilian persannel.

In Toiwan and indonesia, both hoving suffered from
palitical uphcavals, the people have been responsive 9
the gospel. The lailurc in 1965 of the Cammunists to take
over Indoncsia’s governmenl gave Sauthern  Daptists
greater opportunity for a Christian ministry of preaching.
healing, cducation, and poblication

Hong Kong and Macaa, “cities of refuge.” have become
concentralions of Baptist work since 1949 when doors
weee closed 1o Christian missions in neacby China. Al
though several humired professed faith in Christ and were
baptized la<t year. the populalion of Hong Kong and
Macao ncecased by mnee than 1004000

Soulh Baphist ics in the Philipp wil-
ness 16 ihree groups Chincse. Filipino, and English-speak-
ing. Ower and over again the peaple of the Philippines
recerve 3 theust 1o church wark as a resalt of lent evan-
gelism,

“From congregations sticred by ihe fircs of evangchsm
o "swarms’ of Christians 16 QuISEa1)aNS 10 Wiless in cvery
conceivable way, Onc young preacher, with his wifc and
1wa bahies, has without assistance moved 1o a remole arca
in order 10 win Ihc pagan tribesmen  Crusades such as
hose in 1963 are 1aking different complexions. Plans call
for missionarics and eational leaders from all over the
repubhic 10 meer on onc istand for inspisatian and insiruc-
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years. There 15 now a signilicant ministry at the cross-
roads of cullures and rcligions. This does mot mean there
is not s1ill reason for an urgent plea foc morc support—
preyer, personncl, and money.

Vietnsm is in the focal powt of news controversy (oday.
Our Joved oncs arc Tighling thesc. A large part of our
missions wosk in (his war-torn countcy it centercd in
Saigon where missionurics scek to live the Spirit of Christ
among these distrcssed people, sharing in their sarrows,
Urgent need far medical and student work must wait on
more missionarics and further devetopments.

Southcrn Baptist work in Thailand. “Tand of the free,”
is pioncer—slow and difficull. hut challenging. Social
pressure on 1bosc who accepr Cheist makes it difficalt far
them 10 brcak with the teaditional state religion, Bud-
dhism.

We must not clase this seasan of prayer without men-
Vioning China. No loager open 1o Sauthern Baptist mds-
simmaries, this Communist-dominated country was uniil
mghm:n years ago our htgesl mtssums held with 175

jes in e dical, and
publicanion work. It IS reporied 1ha1 there ace still many
Christians in China.

Let ws peay, praying for peace in Vietnam (pray). Pray
for <scrvicemen aad their families {pray).

Peay for China—her Christians, all her people, and
her kaders {proy).

Ask God for 2 mighty maving of his Spirit 1hraughout
1he vasi Orient {pray)

Giving the Loitie Moesu Christraas Offering

Appesl (or Ofleriag

From China micsionary Lot Moon appealed 1o Bap-
tisl women foe 2 week of prayer and offering in migsions.
Sugeesiing 1hat both be i Chrisimas time, she wrofe: “Is
it m the festive scason, when (amibies and friends ex-




<Ddange gifts in memory of 1he Gift laid on the ahar of the
w:ldh_nlhettdtmpumoflhehumnu.lhm

pprop Ume to a portion from both abound-
ing nchea: and scant poverty to send forth the good tidings
of great joy into all the earth?” In this same spisit, le1 us
bring owr gifts today.

Im-lhmﬂouthldnlm

Reflection

{Read siowly): | am startled to realize that mare than

one half of the world’s population lives in the Orient 1
Wani truly to comprehend that many of these our neigh-
bors are displaced . . . starving . #Sick . . . war-ravaged
- . . umspved,
. God is wailing to give everlasting lifs 10 those who be-
Neve in his Som. Surely national Christians and mission-
Arics are serving in uinost devotion. but they are sa few
while the lost multitudes are s0 many,

Is the progress of God's kingdom hindered because |
::.:’ol trying to discover new dimensions of prayer fac

WEDNESDAY, December 6

Meditation aud Call te Prayer
Byma: "All Hail tbe Power of Jesus' Name™

Prayes: thanksgiving for abundani and eternal Jife through
Jesus, 1he Lamb of God

(Read slowly or provide copies for those present); Be-
fore we pray today for Aftica, let us ook 8t Qur own prayey

Could it be thm God wants me to give more sacrificiafly
of my money?

Docs God want me to go to the Orient” Am | willing
1o listen and 15 follow?

] Is he calling my son or daughicr, my grandchild® Am
¢ncauraging young people in my family 1o listen for
God's call?

Is there someone il) or in need in my community o
whom [ should minister> At this Christmas scason 1 must
not _bcoomc so invotved in my own plans that | cannot
minister to others in he name of One whose birth we
celebrate. 1 will be stil) and lisien for God's dircetion.

Let ws pray (pray silenstty: then ask soloist to sing Joursh
stanza of “O Jesus, ! Hove Promised™ The muical
amen is the benediction).

NOTE: The leader may wish 10 order Mission Action
Group Guide: The Sick. $1.00, and Mission Acrion Proj.
ects Guide. $1.00 (from Woman's Missionury Union. 600
North T icth Street, Birmingh Alabama 315203, or
B_aptisl Boak Stores), 10 have on hand lor those who may
wish 10 begin a ministzy to the sich and 1hoir families

ife Through
His

...1n Africa

anme

life. Do you safeguard \imc foc regulay prayer” Do you
seck eightcousness as you pray” .

The psalfnist wrolte: “If | segard iniquity in my hcant,
the Lard will nat hear me™ (Psalm fi6- (81 Is it possitle
that 1 am now guilly of:

o disobeying God—by nat secking and following his

will?

 pride—aundue pride in my children. my family, my

GCokwe Reserve. Rhodesia {Central Africe), missionary
Manon G. Fray, fr. peeaching through on interpreler
Photos by Cersld Harvey

home, my clothes?

busyness—with ¢veryday living. oftcn omnting Bible
reading arxl daily prayer?

untorgiving spinit—still holding a grodge?
prejudicc—de my actions reveal an altdude of un-
belicf that God cxpects me 1o lave all peapkes of the
world”?

time and thoughts—spent on things which are not
worthy of a follower of Jesus?

indifferemcc—Failurc 1o corc that people without the
Saviovr are last now and (or sternity?

If prayer js to be heard, then we must confess our sins
before God and scek sincerely 0 rid qur lives of hin-
drances  Whereas the psahmist wrote: “if | regard indquity
in my heant, the Lord will not hear mc™ (Psalm G6:1R).
James wrote: “The effectual forvent prayer of a eighleous
man availeth much” (James 5:16) God's kingdom moves
forward on the prayer of believers {sitent prayer).

Let us continue ta pray as we hear the rall coll of mis-
sianarics gn the prayer calemdar for today. (See p. 240
close with audible prayer.)

Resun, the Evangelist

(Read John 4:7-14.) The story af Jesus and 1he waman
at the well is a favorile and familiar sccount feom ihe life
and work of the Master, It has sirong appeal for a1 least
three seasons: |t is a ckear cxampke of Jesws at wark as an
evangelist; it shows the value of the personal opproach to
need which Jesus 100k with a single individual; and, il
shaws Jesus {n an informal sctiing doing his Father's work.
At the moment he discovered need ihere was no delay, He
put everything ¢lse uside 1o meet the woman's need.

Jesus approached the Samaritan wosmon in a [riendly
spirit and with a simple request,  Being human. as well
as divine, he was weary and in need of water to quench
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Tamele, Ghans (West Africe), Mrs. James E. Foster and
Irends enjoy 2 sewing class

thirst. But we may also assume that Jesus approached the
woman becavse af scasitivity 10 her spiritasl nced. The
desire for a drink of water was the "point of contact,” his
“convarsation startey

Jesus did not limit bis wiiness as we so often do. How
fregquently we ignore the down-and-oyt, the social oulesst,
the rich and affluent. 1he ber of another nationali
of yace, Noi 5o with Jesus. He dekiberately chose 10 go
through Sumaria, whereas other Gabileans went far out of
shoir way 10 avoid cantact with 1he despised Samaritans.

The pointed lesson that the gospel is for every human
is made with great clasity in the Scriplures. and Jesus
is here sclling a definitc caample. The woman al the well
enpressed her astonishment that he would so much as
speak to her. Jesus nol only talked with her, but he akso
made available the samc living water which was offered
1o Jews. I his eyes, there is no inequality of persons at
all. All are objects of his love and care. He wauld redeem
every fife and make it abundant in joy aod fulfilment.

How quickly Jesus came 1o Lhe point as he deslt with
this woman's spiritual condition' He didinoi stop to debate
sclationships beiween the Jews and the Samaritans, nor did
e uvswer her query as to his sianding in comparison so
1hat of Jacob of old. He offercd 10 this woman the living
Water which would fulfil al) her spiritual, psychological,
and emotional inadequacies.

Is there any wonder that she began 10 question him,
secking 10 understand the meaning of what he had said?
She was no doubt canfused, but the reference to “living
waser™ had caughl her Refusing 1o be di d,
Jesus ¢aplained vgain, fully dislinguishing %
the watcr in the well and the living Water, The central
1caching af this catire scenc is in verse 14 (reread).

We note again with thst the secipient of

LH




Rving Water meed-not search further for God'a grace. The
Waler apeings up in him, in his own heart. He will com-
tinue o be hiessed by 2 mever-ending source of joy, peace,
sireagth, and hope I Christ!
The woman st the we could wot comprehend all of (his
immediaicly, but litke by linle she came 10 fullcr under-
ding and was J of Jesus’ P
. This familiar story is 2 good example of “wayside wit-
nessing.™ It says to us over and over that Christiany will
find opp ities for cvengelizing wh they sre We
must 0ol he Mmited by the walls of ihc church. \he cvs-
toms of our lime, by timidity, We cannol “save” as lesus
was mbic to do. He went in higo®n power. We po as
messengers in the power of the Holy Spirit who waos men
40 the Saviowr. Only as we pray and rely on him can we
be effective in winning a bosi and thiesting person,

Personal Evangeliun la Africa Today

{Plar in advance for two people to lead in prayer,)

Variows methods of evangelism are effcctive in Africa
today. Netionais and missionaries are keenly aware of the
imp ¢ of evangelizing individuals whe th Ives be-
come evangelizers.

Joseph Abdala (ab-doll-lah) was 2 graduate of the
Islamic lostitute in Tanzania, where he was groomed la
become 2 Muslim leader Desiring 0 broaden his cduca-
tion, Joseph—along with 1wo other young Mustims—asked
missionary Carlos Gwens to (cach him English

The missionsry agreed, with the provisian 1hai he wonld
use the Bible as tbe 1cumboak. Each day in the language
kessan he peescoted Christ (0 the three young men, praying
day by day that the Holy Spirit would enlighten them.
Alter only twa months all threc stodents made professians
of faith,

Since Joseph was well-knawn in the Muskim

Lat as pray, thenking God for African Christians like
Rev. Joseph Abdala and his wile. Ask God 1o help them
10 be faithiul in Ahcir witness, and lo give them souls for
their hirc (pray).

Baptist laymen in Africa arc becoming increasingly cf-
fective in witnessing for Christ. David Lulaba {boc-LAH-
bsh), a Bapuist layman from the mouniain village of Mons
(Uganda), pled with Lhe missionary. "I we can only have
our meeting at Moni, we can show Muslims that we Bap-
list Christians are {aithfut 10 the Lord Jesus.”

A two-day clinic dvew pecachers and laymen from miles
araund. They kcaroed noi only how 1o condu¢t a reviva)
in their own community, bul also that ao cvangebistic clinic
itsel cauld result in a revival. From the five bundied
people jamumed in and amond the small mud-snd-pole
building, thinty-live of them madc professians of faith in
Chrisi. Missionary Jimmie D. Hooten summed up the ea-
periences by saying: A1 Moni, where Mushim influence
i 50 hick you can feel i, we saw 1hc simple message of the
Saviour's love 1ake mot and degin 10 blossom.”

Let ws pray, asking God 10 give nationals and mission-
arics new insights ineo how to reach the Muslims in Upands
and in other African countnes {pray).

Praying foe Africa

{Allow rime and prepore carefully tor praver jollowing
eoch section. Devate time 1o direcred praver: that is,
women with bowed heads pray sifenrly as the leader reads
each tequest, You mov close with an aydible praver or
amen. Do members of your church fuve personl (on-
1act with missionaries in Africa? 1 so. vou may want to
delete some of the informarion below and add focts and
needr expressed by these missionaries and pray for these,)

¥.
there was bitter reaction among Camily and friends to his
decision. Me los) his job; friends ostvacized him; and on
the day he was byptized, his in-laws casried off his wilc,
child, and hausehadd furnishings  After much prayer and
some weeks later, bhis wife returncd.

Called (0 preach, Jnseph attended the Baptist seminary,
His consistens Chrisiian life day by day in cvery circum-
Aftaace influenced Nis wifc 10 accept Christ. Bul he wag
still persccuted in (he communicy.

Today Mr. Abdala is pastor of 2 Baptist church in a
Gghtly knit Muslim community and also serves as madera-
for of bis association. He and bis wife have suffered eveey
conceivable farm of pressute directed taward the renounc-
ing of their faith. The Lord has sustained 1hem, and hzy
have stood fast. Today there is cvidence thal he is win-
ning the respect of people in his community,

Ahbough only 2 fow are willing 10 hrave the storms of
[\ ion involved in b ming a Christian, 1he pastor’s
witness is making Christ reat ta many who would ofherwisc
never hear.

In addition 10 direct personal witness, Bapiist laymen
and missionaries transmit the gospel 1o losi people of
Africa by other means. Let vs turn aur atlention and
prayer to a hricf survey of Raptist wark throughour the
continenl,

Let us consider thirtcen African counteies. The cown-
tries in northern Aftica bardering on the Mediterrancan
Sea ore grouped with Europe and the Middle Eact beciuse
of similar racia), religious, and culiural backgrounds. We
hove missians work in same of thesc. but loday we want
1o consider 1he below-Ihe-Sahara cauntrics  {Poine 1o ear ks
CONRtry or groups of countries ac they ore mensioned.)

We Jook lirst at Nigena, near the heart of Afeica bur
fo the West. This cauntry, torn hy anbal prejudices and
dispules, is for Southern Raplists the oldest miscions ficld
in Africa The almost 120 years of missions involvement
in Nigeria has been used of the Lord 1o bring about amaz-
ing resules. In spite of 250 missionanes now appainted for
this field, however, there is an vegent need for mare work-
ers and money 1o help quickly ta reach more Nigenans
for Chast and to develop iraincd leaders among them

-

Let w1 for Nigeris:

Pray m:(n(yiod's love may 50 pecece the hearts of Ni-
geriens that they may truly Yove Their lellow couvntrymen
in spite ol tribal diffevences (pray). .

Pray for ilinerant national pastors, African Baptist Jead-
crs, for Africans and missionacies in the three types of
well blished work and educs-
vions! institutions and outrcach {pray}.

Pray for the radio-TV minisiry, rcaching oul 0 many
homes and for swudents and those working wilh them
{pray).

Tao the west of Nigeria we focus aliention on four neigh-
boriag countries. These arc Togo, Gham..lwry Coast,
and Libena {locate on map). With the eaception of Ghana,

b ists bave d these countnes within the

Inst scven years, .

Togo, Ghans, and lvacy Coast have in common the fact
thel Haptist work resultcd frans the witness of Yoruba
teaders from Nigeria. Some seltied down; others mumfd
10 Nigeria. Wherevee (hese Christian raen went, they wit-
nessed. won converds, and established churches, Gﬁd‘ulszd
them in a mighty way. When a missjonacy [ilrsl visited
Togo. be {ound six congregations alrcady "' 4 ; J

Bapus( work in Liberia, the other country in 1his area,
was begun by early sculers who were liberat_ed slavfi from
America. South Bapiists coOf with their con-
wention D, William R. Tolhen, Jo, vice-president _ol'
Liberia snd president of the Bapust Warld M1iapce. snlud-.
"We could wse one hundred missionaries today in the in-
tevior.”

= d

:::,- lm":1’nre for these L Ask
God o call nut people fram our churches, our bamcs
I'PM)'.I“J- God for consecrsied laymen such as these n
Nigeria who confinue 10 wilness as they are “scattered
abroad"™ in business (pray).

Now 1o East Africa, where Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania
are located. Already today we have heard how God h_w.
ted in cvangelistic endeavors in Uganda and Tanz?m.a.
They. along with Kcoya, have become independent vmhfn
the past Tive years. Raptist missianarics, Iuans{:md in
1956 from Nigeria, began work in Exsi Africa.

Ethiopia, in Northeasi Africa, is the Jatest co‘l.mlry oo
1his continent fa claim the attentian of the Foreign Mis-
sion Roard. One couple from Tanzania and another from
Rhodesia have been transicrred to Ethiopia, but are not

t an 1he field. ]
yt'l'h:rc is a need for Chrisiian citizens to help build on
high cthical standards the new nations of All’l!.‘]. There .n
also (he need for devoled fallowers af Christ who will
witness la adhcrenis of Islam and paganism.

Let wa peay: . )
Pray far Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania in East Afnea,
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for (he Holy Spirit's guidance in Bapiist work ("‘.V!. b

Pray for Ethopia in northeast Alrica. lfar Christisna
there and that strong foundations will be Taid for the fuare
tpray).

Other countries in Africa where there ¥s Baplist wort
arc in the soulh ceniral sr¢a. These arc Malawi, Zambia,
Rhodesia, and Boizwana ¢locafe on map). Southern Bap-
tists appointcd the first i y coupk, Rev. and ers.
Marvin R. Reynolds, (o Bolswana in (967 In Rh‘_)d!lzsln.
ane of the few couniries still ruled by Europeans, mission-
aries work almnst entirely with Africans, Especially im-
poriant is the publicabon work in a country swh o
Zambis, for exsmple. where about minety 1ribes speak
over thirty languages.

Let we pray: ) 4

Ask God 10 bless the publication wark in this and ather
areas of Afnca {pray). )

Thank God thal you, thraugh your pifts alfd prayer, can
have a part in winning people and dcv:lﬁpfl!lg Jeaders in
Africa {pray). Pray that we wifl do more in ibe futare

{pray).

Giving the Lottie Moos Christmas Offeriog
for Offe
a.:{:ing pm-de::i‘lhe wisdom of taking an oﬂ'eringJ l:
a small African preaching point, the missi ry “
Ihe opponunity when a woman asked if she might sl\"ﬁ:ﬂ
offering.  Aftcr seeing the good response, he s:ul: I
might be you would like 10 do this every Sundny_.

That waman was on her feet in » fash, declaring: “We
wani (a da it What a privikege it is 1o share in spfemﬂng
the gospel as God moves in our hearts. Let us bring aur
olferings 1oday with thanksgiving and joy.

Ingathering of Lottle Maas Christmas Offering

Reflectinn

tRead stawly): Will yau think abowi these commenis?
We havc prayed loday for Africa. Truly § am graseful for
whal God is doing there. Bui o much mone oceds 10 be
done 1s there something more God expects of us, of me?

We havc been d hy today’s experi of per-
sonal witnessing. Does my zcal maich that af my Afrscan
sisters and brothers? )

Am | guilly af delegaling my wilnessing 10 My PRstor
or odher church or denominationial “paid workers™? Na
one elsc can tell my story of whait Jesus has done for me.

)s there one person whom you canld ask ta be your
pariner in praying for and witoessing to a lost persod in
our community? As God dircats, shall we search out such
a panner today {pray).

{Aflow a minute or two of sitence: then soloise ling:
sranzas {1, 2 of “Lord. Lay Some Soul upor My Heart,
The musical amen is the benediction.)

»




URSDAY, Deceraber 7

Moditatioa and Call to Prayer
*Al Hai! e Power of Jesus' Name”

wad tlowly or provide copies for those presemt 1o

i Las1 Juse $ when bostilities eruptzd inio : four-day

N lirael and bez Arab neighbors, what were

Teactiond? Do you recsll? Some people 1aid im-

Iy, “Are our missionsries safe?" Others said, “Foor
War again in the Holy Land.”

Misios Board news reports kept Soulhern
about the missionaties: “Two Southern
doctors remuin a1 their post of duty a1

n!_. - . one at the Ajloun, Jordan hospilal.
pied gircumstances, it is difficult for any but
| & carry on work."
B D. Hughey, secretary for the area, was im-
the measures taken by the muthorities of
ot the security of departing Americans. The
363 %0 the aizport was protecied by solgi

ife Through
His Name

...in Europe and the

Middle East

. Will yom pray now thal God will bring miracles of heal.
ing 1o the breaches between these ancient people (pray).
Prey lor national Christians—Egyptian, Jordanian, Leb-
anese, and Iscaeli—rthal they shall be able 10 express Jove
o others (pray).
Pray for missionaries that they may be able 10 communi-
cate Ihe gospel of love {pray).

] Lﬂ. us conlinue o pray as we hear the roll call of mig-
sionaries on the prayer ¢slendar for woday. (See p, 27-
close with audible prayer.)

Jesm, the Tescher

I(Rend lahn_i;.’—m.j The man who came to Jesus by
night was an imponant man: 2 Pharisee. a ruler of the
Jews, probably a al the inf ial Sanhedrin. and
a !Ie?:her of the law among his peoplk. He was learmed,
r?lfpous. Rll|d well-known  Nicodemus was no ordinary
Visitor, coming 1o Jesus at the end of a busy day's aclivives
to talk quielly with (he Masier.

Iwn soldiers rode on each bas,
will stey in Istanbul, Turkey, for a
10 return,” the Board reported. “The
Board placed $10.000 o1 1de disposal of
hbu_?n for relief of Baptiss and others

Indicated thal refugees from western

Afeay aewly occupied by [sraeli forces,
, the capital of Jordan.

f reactions to all these tragic events?

distraught people, for the missionaties

fighting is displaced persons. rebuild-
Ngnificent results wre auimerity and

His purpose was pot fell ip, but enligh . He
had questions 10 ask, for Nicod already ived
that Jesus was at kast a prophet, and he may h:vc won-
dered whether he was the Messiah, “Rabbi, we know that
thou art a teacher come from God,” he began, and then his
feasons for the stalement, “for no man can do these mira-
cles that dmlu doest, exeept God be with him™ [John 3:2).

Jcsus’mucipaus the next question and proceeds 1o
answer it seemiog to affirm that being a teacher, even
perfoc_rm.mg miracles, is not relevant in light of the supreme
question which he knew to be in the hear of this good
lr:1_m. in order (0 enter the Messiah's kingdam, Jesus tells
him, 2 man must be born again. There we ai
in which 1bis leamed, intelligem man could hwa:: ;e);::?

vered, but Tesus comes forthrightly 10 the poim snd gives
an eascting apswer.

This is the basic fundamenial of the gospel message,
for people of )l cultures, of education, religious, and
racial buckgrounds. It makes no difference how respected,
Jearped, good, how moral, how pioys & man mey be; he
must in humility rely only upon Jesus 33 his means of sal-
vatoo. He must be born aguin if he sheres in the kingdom

Europe or the Middle East? If so, you may want to delete
some of the information below and add facts and needs
expreased by these missionaries and pray for these.) ,

In addition (o education, Southern Baptist mistlons in
Eutape and ihe Middle East indude evangelism and medi-
cal work. Let us focus our thpughts and peayer firat on

af Christ. This, Jesus wished to impress upon Nicod

Nicodemus, the wise, welleducated ruler of the Fews,
taund this hard to understand, perhaps hard for him ta
accept even as an idea. Bul as a teacher of Jsrael, Nico-
demus wanted (o learn from Jesus, the Masier Teacher.

Around (he world, there are millions—many ignorant
and unlettered men and Women, many highly wained and”
well-read peophe—whose greatest meed is to be taught by
the Master Teacher this most significant truth. In spite
of learning by experience of other sysiems of rehgion, they
are still hungrily searching for the truth which ¢an only be
realized in Ihe affirmation, “Ye must be born again™ {Jahn
.

Teaching in Europe and the Middle East Today

{Plan in advance for two people ta lead in prayer.)

Typical of Baplist <chools in the Middle East is Beirut
Baptist School in Lebanon, where: missionary James K.
Ragland is principal. The school is respecied and its high
standards are a strong witness. Through this schoo) and
the besutiful church building on the same praperty, Bap-
tists have casier access 10 families in Beirut

Let us pray, thanking God for Bapust schools in Leb-

anon and Jordan—at Beirut, Lebanon, a fine Y

pred ly Muslim countries: Turkey, Lebanon, Tor-
dan, Gaza, Libya, Moroceo, and Yemen flocate on map}.

English-tanguage work by Bapuists dales it beginning
a5 1965 in Libya and 1966 in Turkey. In the Gaza strip
the Baptist hospital and nearby church are (he only evan-
gelical witness ta the rcfugee populatian. In Jordan Bap-
lists engage in a threetold ministry: 1eaching (schools at
Ajlaun and Amman), preaching (churches and field svan-
gelism), and healing (hospita) at Ajloun) Eighteen manths
ago the first couple, to be assacisied with the Spanish mis-
sion averseas, was sent aul by Bapiists ta wark with Arabs
in North Atrica in Melilla, a cily of Moroeco, gaverned
by Spain. This past summer another coupk (missionary
associates) were scheduled ta arrive in Morocco to work
with Arabic-speaking peaple. Baptists rejoice in antici-
pation of the early completion of 2 hospilal under con-
situction in Yemen, where there had been no established
Christian witness in thirteen hundred years until Baptist
missionaries aerived in 1964. While we do nol now have
missionaries in Egypl, we give some financial suppotl o
Bapiist work in (his steatdgic Arab couniry.

The population of Lebanon is about half Muslim and
half Christian—Maronite, Otthadox, and Raman Catholic.
Earlier today we have heard cxperiences of how schaols

school and high schoal: at Ajloun, fordan, a girls' school;
in Jardan's capital city, a proposed school for boys fpray).

Publication is an ally 10 effective education. Out of
Beirut go printed materials. Virgina Cobb and I, Conrad
Willmon are engaged in this work with offices at Baplist
headquarters. Withaut books, without printed materisl,
churches as well as students of many racia) and religious
backgrounds would be greally handicapped. (See poxrer
for Yanuary from WMS Study posiers, §7.25 jram Waman's
Missionary Union, 600 North Twentieth Street. Birming-
ham, Aigbama 35203.)

Tell “Lebanon's Unique Roke™ by Virginia Cobb from
January 1968 RovaL SERVICE, pages }1-12.

Let ue pruy, thanking God for missionati¢s and national
who seek new avenues of educational ¢vangelism end for
thase who prepare malerials: pray for acw converts. Ask
God ta bless this snd all publicauon work among Arabic-
speaking peaple (pray).

Prayiog for Europe and the Middle Exst

(Allow adequase time and prepare casefully for prayer.
Direct women to pray silently as the leader reads each re-
quert. Clase with amen or pray audibly. Do members
of your church have persoral comact with missionaries in

ROYAL SERVICE « DECEMBER 1967

and publi work in Lebanon are bearing witness for
Christ. In addition to the churches, Baptist witness is alsa
felt through the ministry of the Arab Bapiist Theologicsl
Seminary. A new radio ministry developing at the semi-
wary hopes 1o beam the message of Christ 10 the Arabic-
speaking warld.

Lei us pruy far these Muslim compiries:

Thaak God for expansion of missions work in Nornb
Affica and in Yemen on the southernmost tip of Arabia
on the Red Sea, live hundred miles from the Indian Oeean
fpray). Ask him to open doars wider for more missionaries
10 enter soon {pray).

Pray (hst 2 new thrust of God's love {manifestad thraugh
the lives of Baptist laymen and missionaries) may pene-
teate the hearts of people in Muslim countties fpray).

Pray for the studenis and faculty in the Arab Baplist
seminary, as well as far the new radio ministry {pray)-

We turn cut aitention and prayer now to ane Country
in the Middle Enst—Israel flocate on map).

In [stael, Southern Baptist missh seek 10
10 both Arabs and Jews in spite of Lhe fact thi Lhere are
many hindrances. Most of those wha have professed Chaint
come from & Muslim background There is in Jerusakem
a Baptist church, and missionaries also give much time o
a large group of international siudents. A Baplist farm,

£



paper and other published matedials help
 Israclis that Baptists are in Israel to stay.
and in ncarby villages Baptists speak
Jod as revealed by Jesus, the Messiah. The
school is recognized for its excellence.
is also significant in Nazareth, (See “A
Yazareth,” p. 3.)

iy Jor bsrsel:

ssionarics and Baptist laymen be Spirit-
itness and that Arabs and Jews may accept
it walls of racial prejudice dissolve (pray}).

Africa and the Middle East, we turn our
ayer to Europe, the continent from which
nd women estabiished freedom of worship
¥. Work is carried on largely in English in
pountries: Luxembourg, Iceland, West Ger-
d Switzerland (locate on map).

ption of Switzerland, English-language
er fargely to families of American civilian
phnel stationed overseas. In some of the
t relationships have been developed with
poups. In France and Germany there
ptist groups with whom fraternal repre-
n France the number of English-language
glined since the withdrawal of NATO,
remaining in Paris. A Baptist center
ed in Switzerland which sceks to minister
ope through its seminary, conferences.,
list Press Service. Ap added ministry
ling studio, where messages in different
pared to reach throughout Europe and
itrics which are closed to Baptisi mis-

4

g that a sweeping revival may encom-
t of old world culture, where thousands
he pecessity for (aith in the living Chrisy

ging radic ministry, press. and other
Baptist center in Switzerland fpray).

Europe, Southern Baptists maintain
tional languages: Austria, Portugal.
tale on map).

missionaries (one couple) are relatively
t they work in evangelism and church

Baptist fraternal missionarics in
jJoined with the foreign mission board
Ibguese Baptist Convention to help
land for Christ,

s little or no religious toleration in
Catholics. Religious freedom now is
pish Cbnstitution, and for the first
ing recognized legally. Recent evan-
p campaigns have given an added

thrust to Baptist work. A seminary located in Barcelona,
Spain, trains national workers.

The oldest Baptist work in Europe where missionaries
still labor is in laly, where a national Baplig seminary
is located. A training school for women, plus Piblication
work gives impetus to cxtensive wark being donc in the
churches in Maly. A missionary stationed clsewhere in
Eurape says of the G. B Taylor Orphanage located in
Rome: “It is rare that a boy or girl keaves (the orphanage)
without having accepted Christ, and no one leaves the in-
stitution without having heard many times the pospel and
its offer of salvation through Christ.”

Let us pray, praying that none of the Spanish churches
will relax efforis of evangelizing now that their situation
has become less difficult {prav).

Pray that laymen and missionaties will be filled with
the Holy Spirit and mare effective ways found of revealing
Christ to the people of Europe in this geacration fpray).

We wauld not wani to leave Europe without mentioning
Southera Baptist aid 10 other countries  This year's alloca-
tion of Lothie Moon Christmas Offering designates sums
1o Baptist seminarics in Finland and Hungary, and to
pastors and other workers in Belgium. Although 1heir
country is closed to Southern Baptist mussionasies, Yugo-
slavia Baptists reccive financial support of $12,760 from
the 1967 offering

L.et us pray, praving for Baptists in these countries and
others who are sriving to seeve behind the feon Curtain.
Especially pray for the fargest group of Baphsis in Furope
—Russian Baptists fpray ).

Giving the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

Appeal for Offering

While atiending a vouth conference in Germany. a crip-
plcd youth gave a Jarge offering in response to an im-
passioned appeal for missions in Africa When he was
questioned later, he replicd = Yes, it was what | had saved
fos an operanon My aperation ¢an wait: law people in
Africa cannot ™

Let us pray for a like spirit of concern as we bring aur
offering today.

Ingathering of Lottic Moon Christmas Offcring

Reflection

(Read stwiv) How distressing it is to recognize that
most pecople wha live taday in the lands where Jesos walled
do not accept him as any more than a prophet

How averwhelming it s 1o think of peeple hving in
remote villuges of Afnica who have never heard of one
called Jesus. the Messiah.

How paradoxical it is that Europe, continent from which
Christianity spread westwiard, is pow o missions ficld for
the gospel.




How burdening it is to realize that in “"Christian" Amer-
ica there are millions who profess no allegiance to Jesus
Chnist.

The gospel must be preached to and believed by each
new gencration—each individual must encounter Jesus
Christ and answer the question put to Pilate, “What will
you do with Jesus?”

Express your heartfelt gratitude anew for laymen and
missionaries in the countries of Europe and the Middle
East who bear a faithful daily witness for Jesus. Will you'
ask yourself:

¢ Should 1 expect morc of others than 1 do of myself?

¢ Am ] a faithful witness in our community?

FRIDAY, December 8

(interest Center. Feature @ world globe and Bible opened
to today's Scripture passage. Replace the anriouncement
poster with a rugged £ross on which a spotlight is directed.)

Meditation and Call to Prayer
Song: “1 Heard the Bells on Christmas Day"

Scripture Passage (or the Day: John 6:22-40

Let us thank God for our salvation, for the Scriptures
which were writien that we might believe. In John 20:31
we read: “But these are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might bave life through his name."

This week we have prayed for God's work in the world,
for workers in his vineyard, for multitudes still without the
kingdom, We know that Dr. Baker J. Cauthen has thrown
out the chatlenge of discovering new dimensions in intes-
cessory prayer—enabling the Holy Spirit 1o open up not
only new areas to missionary witness, but also hearts of
people in response 1o the ministry of missionaries.

We have soughl to recognize and confess our sins: “If
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e Docs my family see Christ in me?
* Will my family and friends know by my “Christmas
spirit” that | am a Christian?
o Are there foreign students, or other internationals,
living in our community? 1s there something 1 can do
to show Chiist's love for them—today or during the
holiday season?
» Is there some deed of kindness | have neglected?

Let us pray (allow o minute or two of silence; then sofo-
ist sings second verse and chorus of “Seal Us, O Holy
Spirit.” Close with "Let the Beauty of Jesus Be Seen in
Me.” The musical "amen" is the benediction.}

[esus,

the
Groer of L ife

1 regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me"
(Psalm 66:18).

We have read many thrilling reports of how God blessed
the 1963 cvangelistic campaign in Brazil. In one year
recorded decisions for Christ exceeded 100,000. The
spirit of that campaign spilled over to us when its leader,
Brazilian Baptist Convention past president Rubens Lopes,
called Baptists of this hemisphere to a Crusade of the
Americas in 1969, he is now president of the Crusade.

Among the many factors which contributed to the suc-
cess of the Brazilian campaign, the most vital was the
Brazilian reliance upon God expressed in burdened prayer.
The entite year preceding the campaign was designated
as a year of prayer. All over Brazil, Baptists went Lo their
churches at six o'clock every morning during the first week
of cach month ta pray for an hour before beginning a day’s
work. In some city churches an evening hour was more
practical. Some churches not content with one week of
prayer each month followed the same schedule week after
week. In addition, family prayer was encouraged as well
as individual prayer at specified times of the day. It is
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il Out & great blessing on the people
ill be joining other Baptists of this
e Crusade of the Americas. Surely
dout prayer from our Brazilian Bap-
We must pray, believing and cx-
drom God. Wilt we be as faithful to
loday. “We will give oursclves con-

B (Acts 6:4), the disciples resolved

Union of our Convention is work-
¢ partners for 1968-69 to link Bap-
) America in intercessory prayer
Americas. Prayer partners will be
p (o group, church to church, pan-
ica. Pray for this plan that it
fellowship of Baptists of this hemis-
il burden our hearts for the lost in
(pray}
g for foreign missions now that the
DmMing to a close? | must not forget
vor depends on prayer support not
every day in the year, While others
i, § must pray daily for our worldwide

pw as 1 listen 10 the roll call of mis-
birthdays today. (See p. 21; close with

Life

k we have considercd ways in which
oday let us tuzn our eyes on Jesus. the
icle, “Christ, the Giver of Life.” p.
0 jrom The Amplified Bible. Ajser
ader stops and a hidden soloist sings
" Reader then completes the Scrip.
a good reader whe is a person of
Ask her to practice so thar the full
is revealed 1o listeners. If it seems
your needs, do not read the entire

ving God™

ng for Qur World

rd cach day this week testimonies
expericnced new lifc through Jesus
received the Spiril of the living God
lives, of the millions still waiting to
jour. 'We have been inspired by en-
lhroughout the world by Baptist lay-
well as by missionaries. We have
pur own hearts before God.

prayed for Latin America. Let us
je from Dr. Frank Means, area secre-
fica, about additional prayer needs for

this pan of the world. (Tell “Experiences of Churches in
Latin America.” pp. 25-26.) $83,885.15 (rom the Loitie
Moon Christmas Offering is carmarked for churches and
cvangelistic work; $2.051 932 80 for all work tn Lutin
America,

Pray for Laun America {pray}).

2. Dr. Winston Crawley. arca scerelary of the Orient,
relates “Iofluence of Medical Missions in the Oricnt™ (see
pp. 2627 and ell. After each friit of medical missions ix
relared, thank God for the evidencey of hiy blessings on hos-
pital minisiries in the Orienr). From the Lotue Moon
Christmas Offering. $187.500 is allocated for medical mis-
sions in the Orient; $2.138.176 for all work in the Cricnt.

Pray that these Tunds will be given by Southern Baptists
fprav}.

3. Africa was the focal point of our altention and
prayer on Wedaesday Dr H Cornell Gocrner, arca secre-
tary, shares with us an experieace from his Africa travels
t1edl “in Africu——a Budding Hos Many Uses,” pp 27-28).

Pray for Africa’s churches (pray ).

4. Yesterday we prayed for Europe and the Middle
Eust, a fourth missions arca. Dr. John D Hughey. arca
secretary, highlights necds (refl “Educationad Work in
Europe and the Middle Favi." p. 29,

Pray for these needs (pray).

{Without further word, four women pray concerning the
foilowing):

I Thank God for moncy given 10 missions last year
through the Couperative Program and the Lottic Moon
Chrisimas Offering Ash God ta belp us carcfully (o cx-
amine our piflt W see of theee is a pood reason why we
should not give more this vear

2. Pray for the Faregn Mission Board that « moay be
led by the Holy Spirit to venture out jato hard and un-
likcly places

3 Pray that Southern Bapust individuals will become
burdened for the ureency of sendiag the gospel now to a
lost world.

4. Pray thal cach may see personal responsibilay of in-
fluence, prayer. and gifts toward our goal of five thousand
missionaries quickly. Thank God for the maore than 2,200
missionaries we now have-—career missionaries, missionary
associales (ages thiny-nine to fifty-nine employed short
term for a specific jobh. and for mnsionury journeymen
{college graduates servang for 1wo years) Ask God 1o cal)
outl missionaries from our churches, our own homes Ask
God 10 call some of us as missionarics overseas

Telt “A Call 1o Prayer™ by Boker J Caothen, page 9
{pray}.
Giving the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

Appeal for Offering
If we could accompany our money to foreign fields and



E N

sec personally the difference in lives, in facilities, in wit-
nessing it makes because we give, we would want to give
even more generously. Because Southern Baplists sent gifts
to Japan, a church was built in a2 community. A young
Japanesc wrote at the time of his baptism: ] often won-
dered about my goal ia life, but I began to think that the
real question is, “Why am 1 living?” 1 went to a Christian
church to seck the answer, and | found there Jesus Christ,
the giver of life. When 1 met him, the uneasiness and the
unhappiness of my heart was changed to peace.”

Let us thank God for this young man and for many oth-
ers who have been saved this past year (pray).

Let us thank God for the gifts cach of you has brought
year after year. No doubt many have been bom into the
kingdom because of your generosity {pray).

Let ws thank God for Jesus Christ, whom we know as
the giver of life (pray).

Let us ask God to cmpower us to go forth from this
week of prayer bearing testimony to the power of Jesus’
name to bring life. Tell “Miami and Singapore” by Mrs.
Fling, page 8 (pray).

Ingaihering of Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

Reflection

{Read slowly): Let us look once again at the question
our Scripture passage raises loday (reread John 6:28). How
would you answer this question? (Pause.) How can we
truly work the works of God in this wwenticth century?
Some of you might answer {assign these to four women who
can answer without rising):

"I can give money.”

“I can accept leadership responsibilities.”

“I can pray faithiully.

"1 can devote concérn to the decp needs of my neigh-
bors.”

All of these answers are commendable, but each must
stem from somcthing deeper than simply responding to
need. When we think of working the works of God, we
think of service, of involvement, of activity. Again, this is
only part of the answer,

God gives the complcte answer. Listen as we read the
next verse (reread John 6:29).

You may ask, “Is that all [ am to do—just believe in
Jesus? That doesn't seem to be work. Why, [ already be-
lieve in him, and | have been serving him all my life.”

Do you really believe in Jesus? If you do, then your ac-
livities (giving, serving, praying, witnessing) flow out con-
tinually because of your transforming experience with him.
If you believe, you are aware of the power of his indwell-
ing Spirit. If you believe, Jesus’ power enables you to carry
out his teachings.

It staggers the imagination to think of what would hap-
pen if we who believe in Jesus were willing to follow him
in love. What a revolution would take place if we, because
we belicve in Jesus, showed God's love (0 everyone—re-
gardless of circumstance, color, or social status. Love in
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action convinces others that Christ lives and is able to
make oew the hearts and lives of men and women.

Already millions have gone into eternity without him
because Christians ha.e not trivmphanily exercised a be-
lief in Jesus. Never before has the world been in such a
crisis. Never before has Christ needed more urgently fol-
lowers who live with a sense of reckiess abandonment

. . to clcave to him,

. to trust him completely,
.. to rely on him in every circumstance of
life,

. and in his Spirit to be thrust out to
witness to any lost and troubled soul
we encounter.

Jesus Christ has given to us new life-——abundant and
everlasting. Do we 1ake for granted his sacrifice? Have we
lost the sensc of awe and amazement over what he has
done for us?

Let us Iry just now, in the quietness of this hour, to re-
capture the wonder of God's great love gift, Jesus, In a
moment we shall sing “When | Survey the Wondrous
Cross.” Do you truly want to work the works of God? Do
you want quietly 1o dedicate yourself anew 1o him as you
sing the last stanza? Following the benediction, let us leave
the room reverently and without speaking.

{Sing the last stanza of “When I Survey the Wondrous
Cross.”)

SATURDAY, December 9

Pray today for the personnel of the Foreign Mission
Board with headquarters in Richmond, Virginia; particu-
larly pray for Dr. Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary.

Pray for your church that you will reach your goal for
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

Pray about your own gift. Will you dare to give as much
as you spend on all Christmas gifts? Think about the idea;
then pray about it.

Pray for one missionary whom you know; then turn to
page 21 and pray for the missionaries listed for today.

SUNDAY, December 10

Sing or resd the first s1anza of Al Hail the Power of
Jesus' Name,” which is the hymn for this week of prayer.
Do you believe the words you have read?

Read [rom a modern speech translation Matthew 25:35-
36, 40. Pray about your service for Christ. Is it people-
oriented? Ask yourself: Do | really care that people in my
community need me? Or, do I want 1o be left alone to pur-
sue day in, day out the same round of self-centesed activi-
ties? Do | realize that | nced 10 serve others if | am to truly
live as a Christian?

Have you prayed carefully and faithfully this week?
Have you heard the Holy Spirit’s direction? Will you move
out on faith, believing that God can give you power to do
all things for him?

Pray now.
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A thought for the month . .

May Christmas gifts remind you of God's geeat pift, his only begottea
son.

May Christmas candles retmend you of Him who is the Light of the world

May Christmas trees remind you of anether tree upon which He hung
for all mankind.

May Christmas remind youo in evers way of Jesus Christ, the risen Sav-
iour of the world!

[ ] ®
siding
. Woman's Missionary Society

Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions, December
s its major emphases prayer and offerings for
missions. Material for this week is provided in
ERVICE and gives guides for observances each day
e . The study material shows how overseas Bap-
\especially laymen, are witnessing to people of other
15 faiths through churches, medical missions, cvan-
and schools.
Woman's Missionary Society is urged to have
yer periods and to participate in all plans for a
iide observance of the week of prayer. In churches
£ there are women who cannot attend during the day.
periods should be planned for early morning or late
DN Or evening hours.
pportunities should be given throughout the weck for
gathering of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and
b WMS member should be encouraged to accept re-
ibility for reaching the church's goal for the offering
Suggestions to prayer and stewardship chairmen, p.

lension members may also participate in the week of
yer observances. If they-are provided the week's sched-
, they can pray with those meeting at various times
out the week. As they read the material in RoyaL




SERVICE of have it read to them, they can pray more spe-
cifically for forcign missions. Every extension member
should be kept informed of the church’s progress toward
the atwinment of its goal for the Lottic Moon Christmas
Offering. The Lottic Moon Christmas Offering for foreign
missions provides the extension member another opportu-
nity to participate in the week of prayer observance. Be
sure that cach member has her offering envelope.

¥s the Church Growth Plan in operation in your church?
As you know, this plan is continuing concern at work
through a church-centered, Sunday-School-led, adult-
focused, correlated cifort to reach people for Christ. This
plan should be leading you to enlist and involve new church
members in WMS. Here are some ways by which this can
happen: (1} secure names of new church members who are
prospects for WMS, cultivate them for membership, and
then enlist them; (2) organize new socicties, circles, and
mission action groups as needed 1o sccure maximum in-
volvement in the study of missions and participation in
missions; and (3) encourage ncw WMS members to par-
ticipate in the Sunday School's outreach efforts.

Circle Chairman

The Church Growth Plan is onc way to cnlist WMS
prospects. (Sce sugpestions to the WMS Presidemt, above,
and see how your circle can help with this plan.)

Cultivating new church members for membership in
WMS is the responsibility of every WMS member, but the
circle chairman is more directly responsible for this work
because of her leadership role. The word “cultivate” is
especially meaningful in efforts to cnlist WMS prospects.
Jt means preparing for growth, fostering growth, removing
hindrances t0 WMS enlistment,

Already you arc aware of ways members of your circle
can cultivate women who have recently come into the
church and have not been enlisted in WMS. Here are some
possibilities: (1) visit them, (2) be friendly toward them,
(3) share your experience in WMS with them, (4) give them
a <lear understanding of the purposes and work of WMS,
{5) arrange for them to go to your mext circle or society
mecting, (6} help them feel “al home™ and a part of the
group, and {7) encourage them to take advantage of the
mission ﬂa\on and study opportunitics provided through
WMS.

One excellent way 10 bring new church members into
WMS is through the Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions
and the Lottic Moon Christmas Offering. During this week
they will have opportunitics to lcarn about overscas mis-
sions work donc by Southern Baptists, They will learn of
prayer efforts for the work and can cxperience the concern
which comes from a Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions.
They can sce how the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
cnables them (o go into all the world and preach the gospel.
Cultivate women for membership and growth in WMS
through the Week of Prayet for Foreign Missions, Decem-
ber 3-10.

teaching
Missions
® Mission Study Chairman

No doubt the book recommended for study this quarter
Africa—Arrows 10 Atoms by V. Lavell Seats (85 cents
from Baptist Book Stores) will be completed this month.
If it has been studied in circles or in the society with all
circles studying together, members should be encouraged
to read the book. The following word completion exercise
may be distributed and filled in. Then encourage members
to read the book. These words suggested by Doris DeVault
are descriptive of Africa 1oday:

Continent seeking f._e. __o _ (freedom)
Alrica, ready for Christian h__r__¢s__ (harvest)
w oot .r Africa? (whither),

® Publications Chairman

A subscription to RovaL SERVICE is one gift suggestion
for a-friend or loved one who does not regularly receive
this missions magazine for women. You may want (o use a
little folder suggesting that WMS members give subscrip-
tions 10 RovaL SERVICE this Christmas. Here is one idea
which could be used. On the front of the folder write ot
print: “Does she . ., or doesn’t she? Subscribe to RovaL
Service,” Inside the folder write: “ls the publications
chairman the only one who knows whether your friend
subscribes? Not if . . .

. she's learning about missions

. she’s becoming more concerned for a lost world
. she’s praying for missions

. she’s accepting opportunities for mission action

. . . she’s a good steward of her possessions.”

On the back of the folder write: “Send a ROYAL SERVICE
gift subscription this Christmas. Only $2.00 for twelve
months. WMS members who decide to give ROYAL SERVICE
should send subscriptions to Woman's Missionary Union,
600 North Twentieth Street, Birmingham, Alabama 35203,
marked gift subscription. Include Zip Codes.”

Announcement cards are sent to tell persons that gift
subscriptions arc being sent to them and from whom.

Five weeks should be allowed for new subscriptions,
renewals, or change of addresses. Alabama subscribers add
4 percent sales tax.

1 Continent in c_m__ __t_o__ (commotion)
2. An__m__r__in . Africa (emerging)

3. Africad__ .t _r__e__ (disturbed)

4. The waking — L ___t (giant}

5. A_ h_.n_ __n__ Africa (changing)

6. Landinf__  me_ (ferment)

7. Africaonthe — __i__g _ (fringe)

8.

9.

0.
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icipating
w-m Missions

pemmber 38 onc of the most important months of the
for the WS peayer chairman. A this time you have

p meani of leading WMS bers Lo parsticipatc in
pas thraugh the Weck of P {for Foreign Missions,

ember 3-10.
the week is (o be 3 meaningful experience, plans must
prayeeluly end carcfully made These plans will in-
2 scheduling prayer periods, publicizing them, srvang-
for keadcers 10 be responsible for each day's meeling,
with the sk ittee far p son of

ing program

Odicring,
and oiker malerials as needed
AE 500w as members receive December RovaL SErvicE,
jest that they rced Dv. Cavthen's appeal for prayer
p- 9) sod the message by Mes Fling (p 8). Encourage
Ihem 40 1ead the messages of \he Forcign Mission Board's
Iea aecrelaries, (pp. 25-29). Call attentian 10 articles in
Dctober and Navember The Commitsion. Order the free
t from Li Distributi Fareign
pard, P. O. Box 6597, Richmand, Virginia 23230, which
s 10 1be Lotie Moon Cheistmas Offering. Usc it in
pur promolion of the week. Encaurage the use af 1he
prayer foldes for family usc {sent from state WMU offices).
Uise ihc week of prayer annauncement posters where they
€am be aren, Ordec program covers, 25 for 60 cents, 100
for $2.00, irom Woman's Missionary Union, 00 Narih
T deth Street, Birmingh Alabama 35203, or Hap-
tist Book Storzs. Walch your state Bapiist paper fot infor-
mialion conceening the Week of Prayer far Foreign Mis:
niows and the Lottic Moon Christmas Offcring, Scc “Keep-
ing Up-to-date with the Denomination,” page 59. Enconr-
ape atiendanige 31 week of prayer abservance.

® Misslea Actios Chairmss

At Christmas hearts are warmed and constrained 10 give
and 10 do for athers. Al this season of the ycar mimistry
to the sick, economically disadvantaged, aged, and kinely,
forgatien people » ofien needed

Needs of theze persons may be shared by mission sction
groups or by athers in youe WMS or church Somc needs
muay be discovered as 2 result of the Week of Prayer far
Foreign Missians. These may include the needs of inter-
natiopals, the sick, and the unsaved, The Mission Action
Projects Guide, $1.00, from Waman's Missionary Union ar
Baptist Book Staces, gives help 10 plsnning and conduci-
ing shon-icrm peojects which are most appropriate a1
Christmas time.

Hanukkah, December 27, suppesis an opportunily to
witness and 1o minister 1o Jewish (ciends and ncighbors
(See “Keeping Up-10-duie with che Denornution,” p. $9.)

@ Seewardship Chairman

From tlime (0 time we 7ead that women own the major
poniion of the wealth of this country. Some inherit i, some
wark for it, bul however they receive money, they are re-
sponsible 10 God for its use Most women arc interested in
gening on¢-hundeed-cent value for cach dollar

This month WMS mcmbers can sealize full value for
money given hrough the Lattic Moon Christmas Offering
for Foreign Missions. Encourage members 1o read articles
in Ravat. SERvICE, The Commission, and state Bapiist
papers which show how the offcring is used. Salarics and
homes for missioparies, hospitals, schaols, and churches
are among Ihe items supported hy the offenng The 1967
Louie Moan Chrisimas Oftering goal is 315 million, and

Southern Bapiists must pray and give worthily in order 1o
reach it

Every WMS member should be kept informed of her
chorch’s progeess toward the attamment ot its accepted
portion of 1his 1o1al goal Here is one way this may be done.

Build up a map of the workd as difterenl arcas are pre-
sentcd at cach day’s peayer mecting Print on cach area the
amount given al the time the oulline of thal part of the
world is added Begin the map with an ontline of North
Amecica on which your chureh’s goal is prnted. On Man-
Joy add Lutin Amcrica, Tucsday—1he Oricnt, Wednesday
—Africa, Thursday—Europe and the Mildie East. On
Fridoy place a cross in the center of the map along with
ihe dollowing words: “1 pave My life far thee, What has
hou giv'n for Mc™ Our goal —.
Amounl given —

Be sure shat cach WMS member has her owa Lottie
Maoon Chrisimas Offcring envelope with her name weillen
on it

Leeping
up-to-date

with the Denomination

Farelgn Mission Rnard

Week of Prayer for Furcign Missions,

December 1-10, 1967

Theme: Life Throuph His Name (John 202:31)

Hymmn: “All Hail the Power of Icsus” Name”
(using 1he coronauon, diadem, and Mides Lanc
tunes)

Daldy fhwiline:
Monday—Bible <nxly, John 2.12.22
Atca  Late Amcrica
Emphasis® Churches
Tuesday—Riblc swwdy, fohn § 1-9
Arca. Owiem
Emphasis  Medical missions
Wednerday—Bible study, John 4 7-14
Area: Africa
Emphasis Evaagehsm
Thursday—Bible study. John 3.1-16
Area: Eurnpe and the Middle Easi
Fmphasis  Teaching, schools
Friday—Rible stwdy, John 6 22-40
Arca: The world
Fmphasis:  Prayec for world and for per-
sanal involvemen in missions.

Audio-visvals which may be uscd in preparaiion for or
during 1the Week of Praycer {or Foreign Missions

« This Waiting Warld—molion picture prescnting the
<hallenge of & woeld in need of the gospe) of Christ. Colar,

29 minutes, renta), $6 00 From Baptisi Film Centers.

* Miss Lottie Moon—sixtcen color slides related w
Lattic Moon's cacly life in Virginia, some dramatic cvenly
in her missionary scrvice 10 China, and a pictute of her
grave in Crewe, Virginia From Baptist Book Stoses,
$5.00.

Home Mission Bomnd

Decembes 27, 1967 is Hanukkah. This is a Jewish fes-
tival which ranks only sccand 1o the Passover in historical
ignifl ¢ s c d as a hisioric fesiival of
liberation and s also known as the Feasl of Lights. Bap-
lists ave cncouraged o send fewish neighboss Haaukkah
greebings and (o invite Jewish friends ta attend Chrisimas
activitics 10 their homes and churches.

promoting
WMS Wark

A{ Chrcle and Missian Action Growg Meetings

o Preview Jonuary Society Soudy
Ask the following questions and lead the group 1o
quickly answer: (1) What does the word involve mean? (10
draw in a< a panicipant) (2) What arc you involved in?
(3) Whal is our church involved in? Now say that at our
January WMS meetng we will aaswer the question, “Haw
can my church help provide more foreign missionaries
" Qur areas of study will be medical missions in
akisian and publicson work in |chanon. Hold up the
posicr® for January sacicty sivdy and say it will be dis-
played a1 the chorch, reminding members 1o aucnd the
«ociety sindy, Ask members botween naw and 1hai meeting
10 cvalnale the missianary aimasphere of 1he church How
much intecest i@ missions was demansirated during the
Week of Prayes forFarzign Missions? Find aut haw many
missionarics have gone from your church ta a foreign mis-
sions field

o Use of Call 1o Proyer

Ask someone in yous <ircle to he prepared 10 give brief
(nformation aboul anc of the missionaries listed in Call s
Prayer Choose » missianacy having a birthday during the
week of your mecting, Tel) where 1he missionary was barn,
where he 1s nuw serving, and the kind af work he is doing.
This information msy be secored from Teld, The Window,
or the Missionary Album (revised), $3.95 from Baplist
Book Stoses

*Set af 1en posters for 1967-68 WMS study. 51.19, (rom Woman's
Miwinoary Union, 600 Nonh Tweniieth Street, Birminghom, Aln-
bama 1529)
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PLANNING
LEADS TO ACTION

The necessity for planning hes
been demonstrated graphically in the
age in which we live. Without plans
our missiles could not have been
bullt, the spacemen couvld not have
welked beyond lhe earih's mimos.
phere, snd satellites would not have
senl back pictures irom the moon.
Behind—or perhaps before—every
suecesstul venture lles someone’s
careful planning This same planning
is necessary In order for Woman's
Misswonary Uniongto become an in-
tegra) and mesninglu) part of a
church's lite and work.

As persons are led to see 1he pur.
pose of planning and the need for
planning, they are more eager 1o
invest (heir 1ime ond evergy The
arganizalion cennol achweve its ful)
etfectiveness unless adequate plan-
ning is done Advance for Chrisl
seldom comes by sccident, Mare of.
ten advance i3 made beeause leaders
diligently planned and worked for i\,
In the planming process there sre
seversl principles of which we
should be aware

Firat, plans shuuld be relerant to
needs. As plenncrs, we should be
alerl to the needs of the prople with.
i our arganizalion and the plans
that we make stould speak 10 these
needs. Ap effecive program will be
based on the nreds and inierests of
ihe partwipants

Second, plars musi wmove from

endt o means. This implies that our

bjecti must be d. ined firat.
Means exisl anly to accomplish ends.
‘Too oflen aur plenning is bascd upon
4 myriad of unworihy. somelimes
unstaled, objectives. Once we are
awers of our objectivas, we can
develop plans.

Third, the implemertera should be
the plannera Peaple are likely lo
work harder and to 9ssumec more
respansibility for the work if they
have m part in planning it This is
nol to say that all plenning must be
done by the entire group. for much
can be dane by representalives ol
the group it they keep 10 tune whth
the group es 3 whole

Fourth, plant should be compre-
Reasive Taking a look a1 the plan
of work for the entire year helps
planners lo see the overall work of
the organization and where shari-
term plans fit inle the whole. Using
the plan sheels for cach organiza-
tlon as found in the WMU Year
Book (pp. 40-46. 66-72, 4B-94. 108-
112) helps 1o insure camprehensive
pienning within cvary organizathan,

Because you are eager to have sn

ffaciive Woman's Mi 3 Union
program within your church, you
will be planning all eclivies with
enireme care, for planning leads to
aclion.

wimu

information

. . for informed leaders

The Next Step

How 10 conduct an enlistment sur-
vey was discussed In The WMU
Leader in N b

to be kepl up-to-date Why nol des-
ignate thi2 responsibility to the vice-
president. She will then qive an
up-lo-date list of prospects 10 each
nge-level lcader for her organiza-
tion Keep the names and addresses
of a)? prosp. within an 1
tion in 3 notebaok or file Using the
master lis1, write the nama and ad-
dress of 3 prospect on a ship of peper
and glve lo organization members
who are invalved in enlistment vis-
itation.

1t you made a comprehensive sur.
vay Lhrough the Sunday Schoo), it
will not be difficull 16 keep the list
currenl.

1. Check the Sunday School and

ning Union rolls periodically for
persons who have joined since the
sorvey was made. Add their names
la the list,

2. Gel names ond addresses of
peaple who jained the church after
the survey was made. Add their
names to the list

Thete Iwo checks secve as casy
ways lo keep the lisl current. bul

should be ponsible for
getting and recording the informa-
tion

It you did nol makc a compre-
hensive eplisiment survey. in addi.
tion (o checking the Sunday School.
Training Union. and church rolls,
ask members of the organization (o
supply names and addresses of pros-
pects. This may be done several
imes during he year

Kueping the prospect hst up-lo-
date is the flrst step toward an ef-
tective enlistment progrom

Weeh of Prayer for Foeelgn Missions

were given for preparing a praspect
gt Refresh your memory by read-
ing “An Enlistmenl Survey.” page
45. November 1987 Ravar Semvice.

Ta be aof value, this list wil! have

.00, 1967

Plans should be in finsl form tor
the Weck of Prayer for Foreign Mis.
sions, December 3-10, 1997 The
theme is “Lite Through His Neme"

and the hymn is “All Hail the Power
of Jeaus' Name.”

As a council, use this quik check
16 see that plans are (n order.

L Have you prayed that this will
be a meaningfu) week in ihe life of
yaur church?

2. Heve you worled cooperatively
with your pasior. church counchl,
and leaders of other church program
organizalions?

3 Have you worked cooperstively
wilh the Sunday Schoo) superin-
iendent and Training Union director
16 make December 3 or 10 » special
day in Sundey School and Training
Unlon?

4 Have yau planned in such o
wey (hat every individval in the
chureh will be jnvolved in praying,
giving, and serving?

§. Have you distribuled the free
materials sent from your sluie WMU
office and planned ways to use
them”

€ Have you made plans for pro-
viding every church member an of-
fering cnvelope and every church
family a prayer folder®

7. Have you publicized the week

and church newsletter?

8 Have you posted the Conven-
on-wide gaal for the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for Foreign Mis-
sians? Have you posted your church
goal? Have you made plans for vis-
vally presenting the goal and church
progreas laward i1?

$ Have you prepired an inlerest
¢enter to remind members of lhe
signiticance of the week”

10. Have all your organizations
compleled plons for ihe week?

Familics should be encoursged 1o

ip together, atudy together,
and 10 reach beyond Ihe home in
service. As 3 WMU council. you may
make Juggesions o8 to how this
week <an be a meaningful one withjn
families Siress the importence of
parental  responsibility in  Cemily
worship Use the <hurch bullatin,

I . posiers. or aug-
Restions for fanuly pariicipation.

A Famlily Wershiping Tegathar

® Suggesl family worship at 1he
table Use Lhe prayer calendar from
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one af the WMU magazines and the
prayer tolder a3 resayrces

# Encoursge family worship at
which time sll pariicipate in sing-
ing, preying, and discussing current
missions evchts, —

® Encoursge sllendance of lhe -
tire family at worship and prayer
servicea scheduled during the wack
of prayer.

A Famdly Sludying Togeiber

@ Swydy the Scrnipture sogges-

lions which ere given each day
Monday, John 2-12-22
Tueaday, John 5:1-9
Wedneaday, John 4 7.14
Thursday, John 3:1-19
Friday, John §:22-40

& A member of the family may
read an article given in the Decem-
ber issue of one af the WMU maga-
zines which relales to the abservance
of Ihe week and then give a report
1¢ the family,

@ Siudy a msp of ihe world Lo-
cate the area of study each day. A
member of the family may give
sigmificant  informatian about the
ares.

# Discuss snmething learnad from
one of the progrems during the
week

A FamMy Reaching Beyond the
Home la Bervice

® Follow-up sctivities which can
be done in The communily a4 & result
nf the daily sludy may be suggesied
in age-leve) orgamzetions Famihes
may be encauraged to parlicipale
in these activitiea logether. (Other
suggestions may be added.)
). Wilness (o prople of other
taiths.
Minister 10 families in which
there is inegs.
Choose a prayer parincr or
a wilnessing pariner
Locate international students
and help them beacome wden-
tified with communsy tife.
# Suggest participstion in mission
wclivities which are elready planned
® Visit members and encourage

them lo attend \he activiies during
the weck of prayer.

# Provide Iransporinthon for those
lo attend who could not olherwise
be presnt

This can be an unfargettable week
in your church 88 you Icad members
1o give of th¢#mselves “to bear lhe
message gloricus.”

Img Youih

You will find that December pro.
vides excellent apportunitics 1or tos-
tering. With the many evenis which
take place at this season of the year,
lberc are probasbly many needs
which an alert WMU council will
care for

Here are sume possibilities for
you:

1. Provide transpal wn for mem.
bers and (heir femilies to allend \he
congregatiunal observances of the
Week of Prayer for Foreign Mussions

2 Help Sunbeam Band leaders lo
telephone parenls or wrile letlers
cxplaining the purpose of the Week
af Prayer far Foreign Micsions ana
the Lollis Moon Chriximas CHfrring
to thost wha have Sunbram Band-
age children

3 Visil in the hame of members
whose parentx are nnl achive in the
church osnd cxplein the purpose of
the Week of Prayer lar Forcign Mas-
sians and 1he Lottie Maon Christmas
Oftering

4 Assist with the foremn mission
study within (he orgamzatian by
teaching providing materials. {rana-
porlelion. and refreshmentx

3 Provide help for 3ny mission
aclinn aclivities which may be in
proress during the manth

€. Offer assistanre wilh »ny sacial
festivilies such as banguels, parties.
or leas, which may be scheduled
during the holidays

wimu

president
vice-president

Leadership Tralwing

Those who have accepted ploces
al Jeadership have accepled places
of respansibilily. 11 t1akes lime.
thought, and ¢lfort 10 learn (he
wark of Woman's Missionary Union
and how the orgaaization relales to
the tolal mission of the church and
its work in the world When leaders
understand their work ond eflicient.
Iy carry aul their responsibrlity, the
total work moves forward The pro-
cecs of grawth is continuaus for one
who Iruly Teads,

Recause there are always new
idcas, metheds, and materials. is
necessary thol 1the leader in Woman 1
Misamnary Union be well intormed
Onc ol your major respeonsibilitics
is 10 provide leadership training op-
portunit The mosl comprehensive
nlan al ming is the age-level lead-
vrship course (See WA Year Rook
1967.68 for details cuncerming eoch
course |

Vnu fake the initiative in planning
and schedpling Lhie odership course
Thas invelves determaiag when and
where the caurse is 1o br studied,
1the mcihnd of study. the icacher,
and other delarls necessary for &
meanipgful lrarning expenence. The
impartant thing 13 to help the lead-
ers plan for a siudy which will meet
1heir needs The plans presented end
discussed in the WMU council cn-
courage all leadera tn 1ake advantage
of svery posuble opporiumily for
growih and improvement

You may wanl 1o suggest onre of
{he following possibilities for getting
together to study the course

1 A <pend-the-day alfar on a
wechday or Saturday

2. Twao or more evenings

3. One or mare Sunday aflernoons

4 Sunday evening (These sessians
are gcheduled in consulintion wilh

ihe diteclor of church legder Irain-
ing ar the Training Union direciogp
{Sec the disctssion af Advance
Church Trainmg, The WAMU Lendar,
Novenber 1967 Kovar Semvicr )

5. Individual home study

& Group haine uudy.

Recaliting the ywmportaney of tromn-
ing, (he alert prosident will sec thut
opporiuniics are pravided for every
leader in Woman's Missiunnzy Unon.,

Involvement of Memhers
of WMD Councit

How can we awaken members of
the WMU cauncil 10 their respon-
sibilitirs and insli) 3 sensc of service
i the work they do as officers of
Woman's Missionary Umion”

This is nol an casy guestion to
answer_bul to carry on an effective
program of messionary Ieaining wilh-
m the church, évery member of the
WMU couneit should be involved in
planning and carrying out the wark
{Read agirin (he article. “Plonnig
Leads o Actien.” p. 60}

As president, you ¢an:

® Leoad members (o undersiand
1he purposc far which They are wark
ing—igo discern Ihe achion of God
in the world and (v join in bis work.
Na grovup works better than a group
whase members ore cammitied (o
iIs purpose

@ Provide a program ol leadership
development

& Pass on your enthusiasm

®» Give members appartunity o
+xpress thewr )deas concerning any
subject

4 Ginde discussion (o a conclusion.
preferably onc al action in which

somie of the group will take parl
These actwona and othuss can help
involvemen) become s reality.

Three Quesilons | |

| When did you last pitond
an iational, slstc. or 1
WMU meelbng® These meelings pro-
vide Jarning experiences and pra-
Juce mare alert and inlerested
women. The programs, vhnics. con-
ievences, house parlies. and other
mertings dre designed to be holpful
uml challenging

2. How do you know abuul lhese
varied opporlunilies™ As president.
you receive the information and are
reapunsible for  possing W on to
uthers On Lhe associationzl calendar.
which the church receives, arve listed
dates al WMII meetings The asso-
cintumal WML president sends an-
nouncements of caming  act e
Communicabons regarding stale
cvents come lram your siate WU
affice Naliannl WMU mectings are
awen publieity i WMU magazines

3 Whal do you do with the in-
farmation you receive® Share delails
and highlights of the pragram wilh
rarmbers of your WML by platng
nlprmition oh 2 posior. anacuncing
the mecting 1n (he bulletin. or mak -
ing an announcement al o WMU
gathering A bit of encounagement
ar ealthntasm on yonr part wil|
cause others lo want {0 siend

You are not through yat—make
srraagements fac iransparialion, reg-
stralinn reaeevalions, ar 9 nUrry.
When these dennils are faken care
of. it 1s mouch wasicr for 2 woenwn (o
rearrange her danly  schedule ond
plan to toke advantage of training
Opporiunities

wrmu__—

secrefary-treasurer

Quick Check

v Do you have ¢lear, concite, min-
utes for Octaber and November

cauncil meelings?

Arc 1he minutes easily sccessible?

Do you give the president informa-

ion before the council meeting?

Have you talked with the presi-

dent to determine whot records

and reporis you are (0 supply her
when repurting lime comes®

\' Do you bave an accucate record
af all morey reccived end dis-
bursed since QOctober?

If you cheched all five, ynu are
an elficicnt secrelsry-lreasurer and
vou mean much to Women's Mis-
swonary Union in helping lo tesch
missions and lead persons to par-
telpale In mitions.

wimu

youth directors

e ywa direcior
# ga direclor
« sunbeam band director

Tnleresled concerned, prayerful,
delermind,  rager, excited people
allend associolional, siale, and ne-
tiono] mcetings' Docs one of (hese
adjeclives describe you® If so, you
should 1ake advantage of the train-
ing oppartunines affarded in

.. auaclagional meetings

Assoriational youth direclors
plan canferences far you., Al
these meclings your dulies sre
inlerpreted, suggestians are
Erven as (o sclivitles in which
your Rrgup c¢ah cnRage, hcw
plans and m™alcrials ere pre-
sentrd, and inspirationel speak-
ers are lealured.

sldte mectings

Your state personnel plan con-

[X]




terences, clioics, house parties,
and oihgr meetings which
*quip Yau 10 4o your job in Lhe
local church.-Plons and tram-
ing mre based on the Istest
WMU matenials
.. nagegral meenrigs

These wmestings include the
WMYU annual meeting and the
conferences a1 Ridgecrest and
Glariels. Begin meking plans 1o
attend these oulstanding 1rain-
INR wessions.

Ask your premdent aboul details
concerning mssocistional and state
meelings Watch WMU maganines for
Infarmathon abaul national mestings

Take a Minpie

YWA director, turn 1a poges 80-64
in the WMU Year Anok 1067-6 and
put 8 chech by materels, both priced
ond free, which you are presently
using or have used recently

GA director, turn (o poges 101.104
tn the WMU Year Baok 1987-98 and
pul a check by materinls, both priced
and free, which you are presenily
uging or have used recently.

Sunbeam Rand direttor, furn (o
pages 120-122 of the WMU Year
Book 1847-80 and pul 3 check by ma-
terials, both priced and free, which
You are presently using or have used
recently.

Look ml what you have checked

Are theve llems which you are not
wsing thai would help you do your
work more easily and eificiently”

It there are \hings which you do
nol have and you feel they are im-
poriant 1o your work, speak (o ihe
WMU council. They will be eager
1o provide those things which you
feel necessary

Weeh of Prayer for Fertigs
Mimlous—A Challenge

Cpporlumly (o parlicipate in the
Werk of Prayer for Foreign Missions
and the Lotie Moon Christmas Of-
fering challenges youth (o become
dedicsted, resourceful, and cour-
ageaus

The siudy and action appoetunilies
pravided during this week help
crente & climate 'n which youlh may
come into an increasing knowledge
and love of God snd neighbur Youth
ere led la undersisnd God's purpose
for their llves and are led 1o find
new sirenglh and direction for wil-
ness ond service.

This iz a aignificant week, for
young people learn of missions needs
around the world, see their lives as
they Nt inte God’s plen lor the
redemption of menkind, realize the
importence of inlercessory prayer.
and give sacrithcnl gifta far the tup
pori of missions

“Telk with your lcaders and as-
sislant lenders and encaurage them
10 plan the activilies for the week
o tnvolve sll members In full par.
ticipaton—preyimg, Siving. end serv-
ing. Lock a1 1he plans for the week
and determine whether they will in-
erest youlh aof laday when there
are sa many <onfliching and appesl-
ing interesis on every hand.

Guide the leaders in an cvaluation
of the plans which have been made
for the week Ask the following
quesliona:

1. Have you considered member
inlerests?

2. Have you included members in
planning”

3. Have you used their interests
in planning?

4 Are you using methods in pro-

gram  presenialion  1hal  involve
thrm?

5 Have you plonned follow-
through sctivities to suslain their
interesls?

Much of the intrrest and motiva-
tian 13 “caughl” from & contagious,
dedicaled. and enlhusiastic interest
of an adult leader. Young prople
will expend Iheir besl encrgies only
where Ihey are challenged to give
their very best What greater op-
porlumty could a lecder have than
o stimulale a young perion 1o Rive
of his hife in service tor Christ This
week affords just Lbis opporivnity!

Help your church to give care-

fully and prayerfully to the Lottie

Moon Christmas Offering

Diow Fistor-

Conceen about 1he woek we Ju 1ogethes throvgh the Foecign Mission Board
is uppermost in the miads snd hesrts of Southern Bapuisis during December
The Week of Prayer fof Forcign Minsians. December 3-10, and the Lanic
Muoon Chnsimas Offering help vs observe she binhday of Jesus in 2 mosc
wotthy wiy.

W pray that a challenping offering goal wi) be sct and that this will be
a blessed time for you amd your church.

All church orgunizations should share in this observance. Malenals and
plaas have been suggested by Sunday School, Training Union, und 1the Music
Ministry, in o m 10 the many xuggeshons fram Waman's Missianary
Union and Brotherhaod and appeals from the Foreign Mission Board (see pp.
25-29),

Almost a half ceotory ugo the Cooperative Program came into being as
aur avenue of geuling together 1o carry aut the Geeor Commission around
the warld. The Lottic Moon Chrisimas Offering is another vilal pan af
Snuthern Rapaist farcign missiony endeavae.

May we point ovt the significance of this weck of peayer and the affering
as we get ready e the Crusade of the Amecicos in I969 frer alforarions
below* ). Burdened prayer and sacrificial giving are sequucd if God's blessings
arg prurcd aut on Ibis cvaagehstic cllort

"Whalcver we are dang, i1 ish'T enough™ is 2 ststement that is all toe 1rve
as we look at one forces and oar resourees in Lavn Amenca as well as in
other overscas arcas. The days of December 1907 arc a pivolal time far 2
denomination commitled 10 3 crusade 1o win mea te Christ's banner on 1he
[ of thus | here. Let us peay. helicving

Qiucrnely,
WMU Staff

*Lottic Mooa Christmas Offcring allocohons
tor diff types of ey in Latin
America, ncluding the Crusade of Lhe
Americas, $240.236.44
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