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UH1T iS THE
HAIGHT-ASHBURY was never 

a lively place early in the morning 
—not even when it bloomed bright­
est with flower children.

Early one morning after the usual 
night before of happenings in the 
Haight. I was driving along Oak 
Street which is the downtown-bound 
thoroughfare paralleling the pan­
handle of the Golden Gate Park (the 
panhandle from the beginning of the 
"hip" revolution was a major rally­
ing point in the Haight) On this par­
ticular morning, there was the usual 
calm and quiet There was the usual 
scarcity of people, only a few youth 
on the street in the hope of catching 
an early ride out There were the 
usual sleepers scattered around in 
their sleeping bags, dead to the 
world Now and then a stray dog 
trotted by The scene was typical, 
except for one sight

A young man was seated on the 
grass in the typical yogic position 
the only person in the whole stretch 
of the panhandle who was up There 
he sat like a veteran mystic, serious 
and solemn He was engaging in 
transcendental meditation While 
some of his youthful colleagues were 
still m the crash pads resting from 
their rebellion or trying to sleep off 
the result of a psychedelic top— this 
v<»une man was getting an early start 
on a quest for something

I he solitary aspect of this scene 
• "Uid have been misleading, how 
•■vet tor (ho young man was not 
alone m his experience of seeking 
mean.ng -hr.'ugh transcendental 
meditation In recent years this type

i «|h oence has enjoyed a growing 
popularity among the rebellious 
youth of America especially those 
bon 'fie hip communities On- 
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ental mystical religion has been more 
than an attraction to these youth. It 
has been a fascination almost to the 
point of obsession What is the ap­
peal. and why has it been so pro­
nounced? Somehow it seemed to 
possess the right element of appeal 
at the right moment when all the cir­
cumstances of youthful reaction and 
searching, especially the more pro­
nounced rebellious aspects, com­
bined to create the youth subculture 
which has emerged in our day

In other words, it was a youth 
aware, a youth consciously rebellious 
and consciously searching, to which 
this experience offered an appeal 
It was a youth in quest of an image, 
in search of an identity I astern 
mysticism seems to have yielded it­
self t<> the spin! of the quest, to have 
provided inspiration for a pursuit 
which, despite its glamour, has had 
its share of agony Above all. it 
helped to provide (he atmosphere 
which created a mystique for the 
movement (of course, unconscious 
and unadmitted I an element which 
every movement must have il it is to 
survive

One of the must obvious ways 
in which Oriental mysticism and 
especially the experience of trans 
cendenlal meditation has related to 
rebellious young people has been the 
almost perfect way m which it 
seemed available as a substitute for 
(he religion of their pars nt', thus
the parent' arc rejected through the 
rejection of their religion Most of 
the consciously rebellion' voting 
people are from middle class ( hris 
tian suburban home' Xt any r ite 
the shock value of being identified 
with a religion which i> so different 

from Christianity is high

In a definite way—though it seems 
to be largely unconscious—rebel­
lious youth "use" this new form of 
religion (that is. new to them and to 
(heir parents) as a gimmick of re­
bellion The kind of game playing

GjMMifK
which the young people despise in 
their parents, they are not above 
engaging in themselves—though ad­
mittedly young people are more un­
consciously trapped into this kind of . 
thing through the subtle weakness of 
their own humanity, whereas their 
parents may more consciously con­
nive in such game playing

Another way in which identifica­
tion with Eastern religions serves the 
spirit and purpose of many American 
youth is that it furnishes a rationale 
for their desire to escape Escape is 
a form of rebellion A revolt against 
the Protestant work ethic is one form 
this escapism takes Rather than sim­
ply dropping out and doing nothing, 
one does his own thing In doin£ 
one’s own thing, one is "doing” He 
is offering a substitute for work In­
deed he is working Of course, he is 
working not for money in order to 
have things’ he o working for ful­
filment tor personal meaning

As a more positive explanation, 
however it should be stated that the 
kind of escape many young people
seek through transcendental medita­
tion is not some unconscious desire 
to react their parents either by 
shocking them or by outdoing them 
'PiriHially Some young people seem- 
melv do not view this as a contra 
,lie non of but rather as a supplement 
to (lie religious experience of their



home and home church. Others view 
it as a different approach. It is very 
significant that many of these young 
people have never had a previous 
religious experience, even though 
some may have come from nominal 
Christian homes and may themselves 
be church members. Many of these 
young people are seeking a meaning­
ful escape from the complex itio»find 
tensions of urban life. Some are hop­
ing to free themselves from the 

u trauma of an unhappy home, from 
B bickering and confusion of parental 

hostility To do this within a frame­
work of a religious experience is to 
do it as meaningfully as possible

Of course, this is not without its 
rebellious aspects These young peo­
ple want to pursue their religion priv­
ately, without the discipline of a 
community of faith, though there 
may be a vague semblance of this in 
the particular subcultural group to 
which an individual may be relating 
at the time The point is that these 
particular young people are not vin­
dictive They view their parents and 
homes more with pity than disdain 
Though they are not productive in 
any normative sense and though 
they are in a definite escape syn­
drome. they do seem to be very sin­
cere and to be engaged in a hope­
fully meaningful quest They are not 
thoughtless dropouts, rather they 
seem to be honestly and earnestly 
seeking to “tune in" to meaning and 
to "turn on" to purpose

EWFi<A
Another aspect of Eastern religion 

which appeals to the desire to escape 
on the part of many youth today is 
its far away-ness " Since the East 
is on the other side of the world, it 
symbolizes the “exotica" which gives 
mystery and romance to the escape 
adventurer The East also represents 
the opposite of the West— thus to 
identify with the East is another way 
of rejecting the West The East is the 
antithesis of all the unpleasant things 

associated with the West: the ma­
terialism, the fast pace, the rat race, 
the success syndrome.

The most significant aspect of the 
appeal of Eastern religion to certain 
American youth is the affinity of the 
transcendental experience with the 
“search style" characteristic of the 
current youth culture. The rank and 
file of young people who are attrac­
ted to this ideal talk about “turning 
on." The young intellectual philoso­
phizes about the “need to be high ” 
It seems that the middle class, sub­
urban American homes, from which 
most of these young people have 
come, failed to provide the most 
basic spiritual needs of their chil­
dren The church life to which some 
of them were exposed seems to have 
provided little or nothing more in this 
regard The appeal of the transcen­
dental experience is that it fills this 
experiential void that these young 
people have inherited from the spin- 
tually-indifferent and materially- 
minded homes from which they have 
come This spiritual void is reflected 
in the basic emptiness which so many 
youth feel- an emptiness so deep as 
to thrust them into a profound and 
often frantic search for some spiri­
tually exciting and satisfying experi­
ence

This spiritual void is a major con­
tributing factor to drug use by many 
of these youth Euphoria (to get 
high i is listed by authorities as a 
major motivation for taking drugs, 
especially those of the hallucinogenic 
type such as LSD

At a recent youth conference. I 
shared the platform with a brilliant 
young PhD candidate in psychology 
at the Cniversity of California 
Berkeley He is a MA graduate in 
psychology from Harvard One of the 
original proteges of Timothy Leary 
he was with the group that eventful 
night in the L^ary mansion when 
through a community LSD tnp they 
saw the "great white light " They 
expenenced the ultimate in the psy­
chedelic pilgrimage—they saw God 
himself It was a religious experience 

—pseudo, yes, but nonetheless i*. 
ligious.

The “acid” test came the next 
morning. The experience was so "far 
out” that the members of this pey- 
chedelic brotherhood had difficulty 
in making it back the next day from 
their ethereal world. In fact, every­
one was so heavenly, no one wanted 
to be bothered with such mundane 
matters as doing the breakfast dishes,

eHmnria
though no one seemed too "other­
worldly" to eat that morning.

This was the beginning of the 
grand disillusionment with Dr. Leary 
on the part of some of the young 
intellectuals who had been associated 
with him In expressing his feeling 
about the whole experience, the 
young psychology major said some­
thing to the effect that there is a 
phoniness about seeing God in the 
night and despising your brother the 
next morning If the god of the psy­
chedelic experience offers one no 
better values for life than that, then 
he is not worthy of one's time, let 
alone one's devotion Indeed, he is 
no god at all

This young man turned from the 
use of drugs, but he did not turn 
from his search for God Indeed, he 
continued his search with great in­
tensity, convinced that God could 
be experienced but that there were 
no shortcuts to his presence Ironi­
cally. he did not turn back to the 
faith of his nominal Christian back­
ground He had not the slightest 
hope that he could satisfy his spiri­
tual quest from this source He 
turned rather to Oriental mysticism 
He took a position as an English 
teacher in India in order to continue 
his spiritual search under the tute­
lage of the revered mystic teachers 
Here he came under the influence of 
Meher Baba, one of the emerging 
symbols of the transcendental ex- 
penence

Meher Baba has had a special ap­
peal to many American youth. One 
of the reasons for this is his emphasis 
upon love. In linking the transcen­
dental experience with a deeply spir­
itual concept of love, Baba has 
made a profound appeal to youth 
who have been as starved for love as 
they have been robbed of spiritual 
awareness.

The pursuit of Eastern religion 
and thought, especially Zen Bud­
dhism and Vedanta Hinduism, has 
been especially attractive to univer­
sity intellectuals with a strong need 
for spiritual awareness and religious 
identity, for whatever reason The 
true philosophical hippie has been 
attracted to Oriental thought seem­
ingly because it provides liberation 
from the rigid thought forms of 
Western philosophy. It is a kind of 
intellectual form of rebellion. In fact, 
to be an expert in Zen or Vedanta 
might be a status symbol in certain 
youthful intellectual circles of the 
"hip” variety

"The need to be high" helps to 
explain the music style of the current 
vouth culture This is one reason for 
its loudness, its electronic imple­
mentation. its exhilarating beat The 
more frenzied the better The psy­
chedelic sound is one way of achiev­
ing the psychedelic experience It is 
an effort to “turn on " Not a few of 
the popular rock idols have had the 
drug experience, the Beatles in­
cluded

We must not be misled by the 
loud sound, however, for the lyrics 
"f folk rock clearly speak the mes 
sage of rebellion-escape and also a 
protest of a society against which 
there is rebellion and from which 
there is the desire to escape This 
is especially true of the songs of Bob 
I Man and Simon and Garfunkel

I he frenzied "high" of the elec 
■ric sound of rock music has been 
associated in some cases with the 
p'Vshedelic high" of the mind- 
rxp.mding drugs (to be distinguished 
‘mm the habit forming drugs ) Some 
“I the idols of youth music are now 

■nsnousls moving away from the 

drug experience to the meditation 
experience. The Beatles became tem­
porary followers of a Hindu guru; 
and even though they are no longer 
disciples, they still want to be iden­
tified with the meditation experience.

One whose music and spirit better 
exemplifies the contemplative mood 
is Donovan, the Scottish troubadour 
and folk-rock author. He is one of 
the most recent youth heroes to pub­
licly renounce drug use as a means 
of “turning on.” He now strongly 
advocates “the natural high"—tran­
scendental meditation. Donovan’s 
mood is philosophical, almost mysti­
cal In his songs, the music and 
lyrics seem to epitomize this medita­
tive experience Indeed he speaks of 
music as an augmentation of tran­
scendental meditation in achieving 
the ultimate of “the natural high "

The transcendental experience, 
therefore, is coming to be the latest 
"in thing" in the modem youth cul 
lure In fact, for some time now, 
among the older intellectual youth, 
identification with Eastern thought 
has been a kind of status symbol, 
reflecting one's cosmopolitan per 
spcctive

What are we to make of this un 
usual development among our youth'’ 
First of all. we need to realize that 
in the main these young people come 
from American middle class subur­
bia the ultimate of the American 
dream as some have viewed it It 
speaks eloquently of the failure of 
affluence to provide meaning and 
purpose at the deeper levels of hu 
man experience

It also points to the failure of 
American institutionalized Chris 
nanny With all the excellent “things" 
it has offered youth, it has failed in 
leading them into a meaningful re 
ligious experience It could be that 
in many of our Southern Baptist 

churches, despite our evangelistic 
aggressiveness, we have dragged our 
children through a marathon of 
meetings when we should have led 
them into a satisfying spiritual pil­
grimage. Perhaps the hardest thing 
for the parent generation to take is 
the fact that many of our young 
people in their rebellion are not turn­
ing away from high spiritual values 
—the kind of “going to the dogs” 
that we have associated with youth 
rebellion in the past. Rather, they 
are seeking a higher sense of spiritual 
meaning than they knew in their 
homes.

The encouraging aspect of this 
spiritual quest is that it may lead 
to a more vital Christian experience. 
We have observed this recently in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. Hun­
dreds of young people who have 
come from nominal religious homes 
and have rebelled going the full 
cycle from drugs to transcendental 
meditation, are now coming to Christ 
as the ultimate in the religious ex­
perience and the final fulfilment of 
the spiritual quest The most pro­
found theological lesson to learn 
from this phenomenon is that there 
is a hunger in the human heart, that 
man is a spiritual being, that there 
is something terribly unsatisfying in 
"things "

What are we to make of the mat­
ter'’ Is it a passing fad or has it set 
in motion a new and permanent 
dimension in American religious 
life'’ Who is wise enough to know9 
Certainly it has liberalized the Amer­
ican religious climate, causing many 
parents and church leaders to reflect 
seriously over the inadequacies of 
the thing-oriented and experience­
minimizing expression of so much 
of American institutionalized Chris­
tianity

If this new and strange phenome­
non is insulting, it is nonetheless 
challenging Moreover, it has proved 
in many recent instances to contain 
the elements which, if properly en­
couraged and channeled, point to­
ward the renewal which the American 
church desperately needs today
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I.CHURCH

EXTENDS MINISTRY
TO JAPANESE . BUDDHISTS

A MINISTRY to Japanese ladies 
began with a letter to PsrtTUay 

Village, the apartment complex for 
United Nations families. The letter 
was an invitation to the mothers in 
Parkway Village to attend an Eng­
lish class to be held on Thursday 
afternoon and Sunday morning at 
the Highland Avenue Baptist Church 
in New York A nursery school 
which would coincide with the Eng­
lish class would be provided for their 
children. The women would study 
English three hours each week and 
listen to an English-language wor­
ship service on Sunday morning 
This would provide four hours of 
study per week This class continued 
for several months The advanced 
English class had a majority of Japa­
nese ladies.

Mrs Joshio Horikawa, one of the 
Japanese ladies, approached one day 
to say. “We would like for you to 
come to our home and teach the 
Bible to us one day each week, if 
this could be possible.“ This invita­
tion was the beginning of an adven­
ture which was to mean a great deal 
to all of us

There were six ladies in this Bible 
class. We began to study the Old 
Testament. As we studied the first 
books of the Bible, our discussions 
centered around the question. Is 
there a God9 The majority of the 
ladies had grave questions in their 
minds, while the others had confused 
notions which were connected with 
their own ancestral worship All of 
the ladies were from nominal Bud­
dhist backgrounds, although none 
were practicing Buddhists

By the time we had advanced our 
study to Ecclesiastes, a period of 
about three months, we had com­
pletely finished the discussion con­

cerning the existence of God and 
were discussing the nature of sin. It 
was during this time that one of the 
ladies said. “The more I study the 
Bible the further I am away from 
God. because as I study the Bible 
I realize how sinful my life is."

As we moved closer to the New 
Testament and gave consideration 
to the prophets' words concerning 
the Messiah, we discussed other 
questions Is Christ the Son of God9 
How can we know that he is? At 
this point I asked the ladies to pray 
and ask God to help them know if 
Christ was the Son of God Shortly 
after, one of them sat across from 
me at my desk and said. “I have 
been praying each night that God 
would show me about Jesus, if he 
is really his Son “ Then she con 
tinued “Last night I had a dream 
I saw a man crucified, just like Jesus, 
with his hands and feet pierced, but 
his face was your face “ I tried to 
use the dream to explain to her that 
God had given me the privilege of 
telling her about Christ and that was 
the reason for the connection

For the past three months we have 
been studying the book of Matthew 
Our progress has been very slow as 
we study each verse Our discussions 
have changed in nature again It is 
no longer. Is there a God9 nor Is 
Christ the Son of God9 but. What 
prevents an individual from receiv­
ing Christ into his heart9 Last week 
we studied about Judas betraying 
Jesus One of the ladies said, You 
mean he sold Christ for money9” 
As kindly as I knew how. 1 reminded 
her that when one fails to receive 
Christ into his heart he. too. in some 
ways is selling Christ for a price

What have been the results9 Not 
all has been serious study The 

women have invited my wife and — 
to the theatre and to dinner. Wt 
have come to know each other®, 
dally as a group and as individwh, 
thus developing warm friendship 
But even more important, three «f 
these women have personally asked 
Christ to come into their heart! and 
lives. They have made these deri- 
sions known to the class, but have 
not made public professions of faith 
in church nor have they asked for 
baptism at this time. The strongest 
of the group will return to Japan at 
the end of this month. Most will be 
in this country only two or three 
years As this one goes back, per­
haps without uniting with the church, 
the fellowship of the class, her knowl­
edge of the Scriptures, and her per­
sonal response to Christ will draw 
her closer to him and to the church 
in the coming years. She will be liv­
ing in downtown Tokyo where her 
newspaper correspondent husband 
will be working. Perhaps all of them 
will go back without being baptized, 
hut work will continue toward lead­
ing them to receive Christ and pub­
licly profess this acceptance and be 
baptized

We are convinced this is the way 
to reach out to the Japanese people 
in our community To this end we 
are beginning a second Japanese 
class with ladies from another com­
munity We are making plans for a 
third Japanese class which should 
start m the next two months When 
a person visits our church whose first 
language is other than English. I 
call on him, taking a New Testa­
ment which has English on one side 
<>f the page and his language on the 
other side As I briefly visited with 
a Japanese lady at her door. I gave 
her one of these New Testaments 
I he following Sunday she was in 
church and sent me a note which 
read I don't know how to thank 
vou enough It's exactly what I 
wanted I am very grateful to you.
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IZ' IKUE was bom into a Buddhist 
priest’s home. Her father was 

trained for the Buddhist priesthood 
in Japan and moved to Hawaii to 
serve among the thousands of Japa­
nese Buddhists who had immigrated 
to the islands in the early 1900’s. 
Being the daughter of a priest had 
its advantages and disadvantages. 
She had the privilege of receiving 
training in the Japanese arts and was 
reared to observe all the polite and 
gentle ways of a Japanese woman 
The priest's family was looked upon 
with respect and even with a certain 
amount of awe On the other hand, 
she had to live a disciplined life and 
be a worthy example to the other 
children. She had to be careful not 
to bring dishonor to the family name. 
To make poor grades in school or 
to be involved in a fight with the 
other children would bring shame to 
her parents and to all her ancestors

Kikue’s earliest recollection of 
religious training centered around 
the family altar—the hutsudan [boo- 
tsoo-dahn]—where the family gath­
ered daily to worship and pray The 
spirits of her ancestors hovered 
around the butsudan, a structure re­
sembling a miniature temple where 
ancestral tablets were kept and where 
tiny cups of food were offered She 
attended the temple services and lis­
tened to the chants of her father as 
he sat in front of the golden altar 
dressed in his colorful priestly robes. 
She belonged to the temple Sunday 
School where she listened to her 
teacher tell stories of those who 

lived noble lives and went to heaven 
and those who lived evil lives and 
went to hell She repeated the words 
Namu Amida Butsu, holding her 
beads in her clasped hands and bow­
ing her head before the gold statue 
of Amida Buddha This phrase 
meant "Adoration to the Buddha of 
infinite Life and Light.” and if re­
cited in self-surrender and trusting 
devotion, would bring salvation and 
rebirth in the "Pure Land" or heaven

As Kikue grew older, she learned 
more clearly what her father’s sect 
believed. She learned that there are 
several major groups in Japanese 
Buddhism with many sects and sub­
sects One of the strongest is Amida 
Buddhism, which appeals to the 
masses because of its simple doc­
trine that salvation comes through 
faith in Amida Buddha The mys­
ticism. abstract thought, intuitive un­
derstanding, mental discipline, deep 
meditation, and esoteric concepts of 
other sects were difficult for the 
common people to understand Her 
father's temple was of the Higashi 
Honganji sub-sect of the Shin sect 
of Amida Buddhism

The Jodo sect was founded by 
the priest Honen His disciple Shin- 
ran added some ideas of his own and 
founded the Shin sect, which stresses 
the life hereafter, believing that sal­
vation should be accepted without 
question as a gift from Buddha This 
sect has about ten sub-sects of which 
Higashi Honganji is the largest and 
most influential

Amida Buddha is probably a my­

thical figure, although he is accepted 
as an historical person by believers. 
Amida followed “the way” of life 
taught by Sakya-muni, the historical 
Buddha, so well that he eventually 
became a Buddha-to-be, or Bod­
hisattva, who chose not to enter 
nirvana (final state in which desire 
is extinguished) until he had helped 
others attain Buddhahood. So com­
passionate was he that when be 
finally accepted Buddhahood, be 
established a kind of heaven called 
Jodo, the "Pure Land” to which one 
could go without having to go 
through the cycle of rebirths over a 
period of countless ages. Followers 
believe that the recitation of Namu 
Amida Butsu with faith is all that 
is necessary to enter this paradise.

In time Kikue married Toshiharu 
Yama and settled in a small com­
munity on the island of Kauai Here 
she served faithfully as a Sunday 
School teacher in the Higashi Hon­
ganji temple Her husband was in 
government service and at one time 
served as a member of the Hawaii 
House of Representatives

First a daughter, then a son were 
born to the Yamas, giving them 
much joy in the knowledge that the 
family name would be carried on. 
Family unity meant much to them, 
as it means to so many Japanese 
families The concept of filial piety 
came from China through Confucian­
ism and became a pan of Buddhism 
and Shinto among the Japanese To 
break with Buddhism also meant 
disloyalty to the family name and to 

the faith of the ancestors. It meant 
that the family unity would be 
broken in the next world and that 
the spirits of the dead would not be 
properly cared for by the living 
relatives who forsake Buddhism.

One day the Yamas met the newly 
arrived pastor of the Lihue Baptist 
Church. Kikuo Matsukawa, who 
rented a house next door to them 
in the nearby town of Wailua The 
two families became good friends.

Ten-year-old Karen Yama was 
invited to attend the Vacation Bible 
School at the Lihue Baptist Church 
along with some of her cousins. Her 
bnght and alert mind absorbed the 
Bible stories and Bible verses She 
wanted to continue going to church 
after Vacation Bible School was over 
and begged her mother to let her go 
to the Baptist Sunday School At 
first Mrs Yama refused, but when 
Karen cried as though her heart 
would break, she relented and gave 
her permission Mrs Yama felt un- 
eass and uncomfortable letting Karen 
go to a Christian Sunday School 
while she went to serve as a teacher 
in the Buddhist Sunday School

Karen continued to study the 
Bible faithfully and to participate in 
vanous activities with her church 
friends, and in her teens she made 
her decision to commit her life to 
Christ She knew how heartbroken 
her mother would be. but she also 
knew that she must take her stand 
f"r ( host

hen Baptist women came to 
W Kikue Yama. she received them 

graciously. She was glad when they 
offered to have Bible study with her, 
for she was curious about the teach­
ings of the Bible. She wanted to learn 
about this new religion that had so 
captivated her daughter

In her high school years Karen 
won many honors, among them the 
Betty Crocker Homemaker Award, 
which took her to Washington, D.C., 
where she met the President of the 
United States and other leaders of 
the country Mrs Yama could not 
help being proud of her gentle, tal­
ented. petite daughter whose life 
showed spiritual depth and breadth

Upon completing high school. 
Karen went to Wheaton College 
where Christian friends enriched her 
life A campus prayer group prayed 
constantly for her mother's salva­
tion Her letters to her mother were 
full of love for her and her family 
and also for her Lord Jesus Christ 
She expressed her great hope that 
one day her mother would come to 
love Christ as much as she did

In one of her letters. Karen wrote 
"For my precious Mommy on this 
special day ( Mother's Day ) I want 
lo give something that is more pre­
cious to me than all the wealth of 
this world This Book, and the Per­
son whom it proclaims, have made 
the greatest impact on my life Please 
read, beginning with 'The Gospel 
According to John ' If you read with 
an open and sincerely inquiring mind 
and heart, you will not be disap­
pointed You'll see why there's al­
ways a song in my heart and an 

assurance of even greater joy in 
heaven.”

These letters touched Mrs. Yama 
deeply. Step by step, her heart be­
gan to respond, and one day true 
enlightenment came as she realized 
that only through faith in Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, could she 
be saved Forgiveness of sin could 
come only through him. One day 
during Karen's second year in college 
Mrs. Yama wrote that she had be­
come a Christian

Mrs Yama's decision caused fam­
ily turmoil Her father, whose posi­
tion was similar to that of a bishop, 
had lived in Japan for a number of 
years and had died there Her brother 
was an active pnest in Hawaii and 
her mother was a devout Buddhist. 
The heartbreak of being estranged 
from her family would have been un­
bearable except for the sure knowl­
edge that God's love would sustain 
her and that his grace would be suf­
ficient She was comforted by the 
verse "Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

Mrs Yama comments; “I can un­
derstand how Karen felt then, be­
cause now I am experiencing this 
same feeling of thankfulness

When Lihue Baptist Church be­
gan a mission in Kapaa. Mrs Yama 
was among the members who went 
to serve Her husband and their son 
have also become Christians The 
witness of the Yama family means 
much to the cause of Christ in that 
part of the island of Kauai. Hawaii.
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TTOW do we commend the gospel 
* to the Oriental intellectuals now 
swarming our university campuses? 
Although many follow their ancestral 
faiths blindly against their oetter 
judgment. Christians dare not show 
contempt for their "sacred" pilgrim­
ages. Despite the fact that few are 
serious and demonstrative about 
their faith, they are nevertheless 
proudly entrenched in their religious 
culture. Apparently, many of the 
Buddhist-oriented students know the 
inadequacy, the emptiness of their 
religion; but they will not confess 
such to an alien heart Christians 
must come to know the students in 
deep, personal relationships in which 
they will feel free to share their 
innermost confidences Does not the 
New Testament illustrate time and 
time again that getting the gospel 
across depends upon warmth and 
nearness.

An Oriental on the West Coast 
was deeply impressed by the Chris­
tian family he visited and wrote 
them "I am happy, but not with 
the permanent happiness that your 
family has I am thirsty all the time 
I know there is a water that can 

COMMENDING

TO ORIElM^L sfuDENTS

make you not thirsty permanently, 
but it always seems so far away 
from me."

Creating an Atmosphere of 
Acceptance

. the Pharisees and scribes 
continually grumbled, and said, ‘This 
fellow (Jesus] is welcoming notorious 
sinners, and even eating with them" 
(Luke 15:2 Williams) Acceptance 
was the Master's method for com­
municating agape love When the 
young Buddhist speaks, when he 
reveals his true feelings, he needs 
to have the assurance that he will 
be accepted and respected by the 
Christian Once accepted, he does 
not feel threatened or condemned 
or pressured—no matter what he 
says His defenses start crumbling 
Gradually he is freed to face his 
smothered feelings, his problems 
And he is aware that the Christian 
is identifying with his struggle As 
Daniel T Niles, the great Ceylonese 
Christian, reminds us in That Thex 
Max Have I ite "We cannot com­
mend the Gospel to our contem­
poraries unless we can enter into 
their frustration and their expecta­
tion. and then address the Gospel

Eva Marie Kei

to ourselves as we stand in 
situation.”1

Residing in the Baptist Sti 
Center in Berkeley, California 
year was a beautiful, highly-cult 
Oriental girl. One day Reiko Ozawa 
announced, "I now ready to begin 
study in conversational English.”

"Excellent," the missionary re­
plied A modem translation of the 
Bible was suggested as the point of 
reference, provided the student had 
no objection. Reiko nodded her ap­
proval but added: “I do not believe 
Bible I do not believe in existence 
of God " No pronouncement of judg­
ment followed (not even a register 
of offense). The lesson simply began.

Gradually, the gap between hearts 
was closed Mutual trust and re­
sponse built rapport Then, on a 
certain day. Reiko appeared for the 
usual study, but her lovely face was 
clouded

“What's troubling you. Reiko?” 
the missionary asked The pent-up 
emotions broke like a clap of thun­
der

"Last night I discover that boy­
friend Konji is everything Bible say 
about man He is self-centered, ego-

tistical—just like lost sheep, he turn 
to his own way "

And the rains came Amidst the 
splashes, Reiko confessed "That's 
what's wrong with me. isn't it? Reiko 
is too full of Reiko "

The missionary friend tapped her 
on the shoulder and whispered

Reiko. my dear, that's what's wrong 
with you and with me and with the 
whole world That's why God came 
in Christ- to rescue us from this 
awful self-love " And that stormy 
day Reiko became a Christian

louching the Crucial Concerns

Where does the Buddhist and the 
Christian mind meet'1 No two be 
liefs in Buddhism and Christianity 
despite their superficial similarities, 
present a basis for common ground 
Bui points of contact exist by virtue 
"I mutual human concerns One 
• oikcrn there is above all other con 
verns the concern to know life's 
meaning The Buddhist talks about 
hli s meaning, the Christian talks 

about life's meaning, There is a vast 
difference, however Life as Buddha 
conceived it is not worth living The 
drastic remedy for overcoming hu­
man misery is to conquer desire, 
even the root desire or thirst for life 
itself Buddha's long life was one 
of unruffled calm, so insensitive was 
he to ihe experiences through which 
he and his fellow human beings 
passed

While Buddhism offers a life free 
from meaninglessness, Jesus offers 
a life full of meaning Buddha offers 
a peace that comes by detachment, 
while Christ offers a peace that 
comes through involvement Many 
Oriental students neither want to nd 
themselves of life nor to escape ns 
difficulties They yearn rather to be­
come dynamic personalities in the 
midst of their earthly troubles They 
want to live as meaningfully as they 
can The Christian contends that 
life's true meaning is found only in 
God as revealed in Jesus ( hnst 

Will we be arresting demonstrations 
of that abundant life our Lord 
promises? in every season and situa­
tion?

Upon first encounter with the 
missionary, Minoru Kodera blurted: 
“All religion is ridiculous. Stupid 
people need religious crutch. Science 
and human intelligence solve all my 
problems.”

Hours of risky exposure to one 
another followed. Gradually Ko- 
dera's shams and pretenses melted 
away. Christianity was shorn of its 
trappings as the two explored the 
genius of the gospel. Kodera came 
to realize (through the Holy Spirit’s 
illumination) that the Christian faith 
docs indeed speak to the universal 
quests of the human spirit.

Thus, one day this professing 
atheist implored: “Oh, how can I 
meet with God and know true mean­
ing of love in such a necessary situa­
tion as present time? I am very 
lonely, restless man.”

Science had failed to teach him 
how to love Human intelligence had 
failed to give him purpose and moti­
vation for his life Both had failed 
to fill the aching void in his heart.

“Kodera," the missionary sighed. 
"I know what's ailing you You are 
homesick for God. your Heavenly 
Father Come, kneel at the cross and 
you will touch perfect love " And 
that day Christ reached down to 
embrace another earthling

Practicing Honest Dialogue
Will the Christian faith simply 

evidence itself through one’s actions9 
Are words necessary9 Some Chris­
tians believe that no attempt should 
be made to vocalize the specific 
content of the gospel—especially to 
ardent devotees of another religion 
Other Christians are satisfied to take 
refuge in (he mere exchange of reli­
gious information, thus avoiding the 
lensions resulting from a genuine 
encounter of thought and faith

Of course, the Christian is not 
to impose his convictions upon the 
other The relationship must never 
degenerate into a dash of wills Ac­
cording to Rcuel 1 Howe in The 
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Miracle oj Dialogue, “A . . . pur­
pose of communication is to help 
persons make a responsible decision, 
whether that decision be Yes or No 
in relation to the truth that is being 
presented." But when a person ex­
presses the claim that her faith has 
upon her, she will also express in­
directly a claim the content of her 
faith makes on the other peraen to 
whom she speaks. Likewise, any 
great conviction expressed by an­
other person will challenge the wit­
ness and present her with the need 
to make a decision. Neither party 
must destroy the honesty of the dia­
logue by compromise.

Furthermore, acceptance of the 
gospel is only possible in freedom 
Obviously. Wen Kuan did not recog­
nize this fact for he asked, “Are 
you trying to lure me into your gos­
pel net? to convert me to your reli­
gion?”

“Wen Kuan." the missionary re­
sponded, “I actually do not want to 
convert you to my belief because it 
is my belief, but I want you to be­
come conscious of the reality of the 
living God and his transforming 
power which has come to us through 
Jesus, the Christ. It is ‘up to you' 
whether or not you accept or reject 
this reality."

Honesty in the dialogue, however, 
does not require that we unload all 
our Christian dogma in one giant 
evangelism basket Communication 
may suffer if one is too anxious about 
covering the subject matter Jesus 
said on one occasion to his would-be 
disciples. "I have yet many things 
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now” (John 16.12) A spir­
itual incubation period is often 
needed

Such was the case with Flo Au- 
yong. one Christian's vivacious Chi­
nese roommate In the beginning of 
the friendship she evaded spiritual 
issues She appeared insensitive to 
her own helplessness and the world's 
hopelessness without God However, 
she often voiced her admiration for 
the life and teachings of Jesus But 
the cross remained unoffensive and 

10

therefore unredeeming. Gradually, 
Flo discovered that Jesus’ criticisms 
of human life and society were more 
devastating than any other man’s 
criticisms. Those massive claims of 
his were most disturbing. Why Chris­
tianity debunked pride! Self-will had 
to be renounced. Months of tension- 
filled dialogue ensued as the Chris­
tian travailed with her Chinese friend 
on her agonizing spiritual pilgrimage. 
And then it burst—her bubble of 
self-sufficiency! Flo humbled her­
self—made of her heart a stable— 
and Christ was bom within.

Focusing on Christ
In communicating the Christian 

gospel, the Christian needs a com­
pelling context out of which can arise 
a unifying, clarifying focus Al­
though a word of testimony from the 
depths of Christian experience can 
touch another's heart, the focus is 
not “what God has done for me" 
but rather "what God can do in our 
midst " The gospel is the record of 
God coming down into our human 
arena to bring us his divine life The 
most significant thing in the Gospels 
is the way Jesus places himself at 
the very center of his message He 
does not claim, with the founders of 
certain ethnic religions, to suggest 
answers to the world's enigmas He 
declares. "I am the way" (John 
14 6)

Often Orientals are more eager 
than Christians to talk about Chnst 
and his philosophy Their challenge 
is "We would see Jesus'" But often 
they find his face veiled by man­
made obstructions, religious jargon, 
ritualistic formalism Oh. that we 
might present a Chnst as fresh and 
as untrammeled as the one that 
greeted Mary Magdalene at the emp­
ty tomb on that first Easter morn 
Indeed, we have no New Testament 
right tO demand orthodoxy before 

we have clearly introduced Jam, 
And the place to begin might «< 
be with that compelling quetdoa, 
“What manner of man is this.,, f* 
(Matt. 8:27).

Choy a Tsutsui bowed politely and 
stated: “I am Buddhist. I am very 
good moral man—much better man 
than most students on your campus." 
Although this was not contested, 
Choya was simply measuring him­
self by other men; it had never 
dawned upon him to measure him­
self by the sky! As the months 
elapsed and the love of Christ was 
shared with Choya, the beauty of 
Christ’s character began to speak. 
Constant contacts with Jesus brought 
this young Japanese aristocrat to a 
disturbing awareness of his sin, his 
undoneness (as the Japanese say). 
And one day he entreated, “Oh, 
God, make me whole man.”

How shall we commend the gos­
pel to these Oriental intellectuals? 
Perhaps a “Christo-centric” focus? 
For let a Buddhist (or a Muslim or 
a Hindu or anyone, for that matter) 
catch even a wee glimpse of Christ, 
and he will be haunted the rest of 
his days.

The intimacy of personal friend­
ship builds the bridge for communi­
cation of the gospel This was indeed 
the way God led man to himself in 
Chnst—in the synagogue and mar­
ketplace. by lakeside and on moun­
taintop. in the breaking of bread and 
in the hobnobbing with publicans 
and sinners Listen to the testimony 
of a young Chinese student “I be­
come Christian because dear friend 
build bndge of love between her 
heart and mine, and one day this 
Jesus walk across it."

In the last resort every Oriental, 
every Buddhist, must come to Chnst 
as all men come—by way of per­
sonal commitment, by that venture 
of personal self-surrender which all 
must take who would dnnk from the 
well of everlasting life

'Daniel T Niles. That The* Mav Have 
Life (New York Harper & Ro* Pub 

lishers. Inc . 195D. pp 85-8#>

NEW "READERS
■READING O

rr HP experience of learning to 
read is different for each adult

His motivation, his past experiences, 
his self image, his interests, his 
needs, and a complexity of other 
factors are a pan of his response 
to the learning process of reading

Many adult learners wander 
through the lessons of the basic text 
without finding much meaning in the 
symbols, sounds, and words Sud­
denly during one lesson, a story, a 
verse from the Bible, or a sentence 
and the puzzle of reading unlocks

These capsule encounters of adult 
new readers with simple reading 
material will give an understanding 
of the experience The names arc 
fictitious, but the happenings are 
true They arc set down much as they 
were conveyed to the literacy mis 
sions volunteer by the learner through 
his words and expressions

A smile of satisfaction came into 
Maine Slone's face Impulsively she 
hugged to herself the Bible she was 
reading Her mind moved over the 
event', of ihe past months These 
were the best months in all her life 
as a ( hristian

Mrs Grant from the church had 
come to her "Mrs Stone." Mattie 
remembered her saying. "I under 
stand you have trouble with your

• 
reading I would like to help you 
read the Bible better "

Mattie had been uncomfortable 
She wondered. How did Mrs Grant 
find out'.’ Did Mrs Grant know she 
could not read al all'' Oh. how she 
longed to read! Just to be able to 
read a few words in the Bible would 
be a prayer answered But what if 
she could not learn’’ What must she 
say to Mrs Grant-’

Mrs Grant seemed to sense her 
fears As she talked. Mattie felt her­
self relaxing Before she could think 
of an excuse. Mrs Grant had set a 
time for the first lesson

learning to read had not been 
easy for Mattie, but Mrs Grant 
would not let her get discouraged 
Praying together at the beginning of 
each session made Mattie rely more 
on the Holy Spirit, giving her a con­
fidence that had not been hers be­
fore

Mattie lived again the experience 
of reading in 7he Story of Jcmo for 
the first time after ten lessons Mrs 
Grant had to tell her many of the 
words She had to tell her the word 
J< ku\ Mattie repeated after Mrs 
Grant "Jesus." she said "Jesus" 
Her finger pointed to the word

I hat word is Jesus." she had said, 
marveling Tears had blurred her 
vision as she continued to look

Mildred Blankenship

Mattie lowered the Bible. She 
read The words came slowly, but 
she was reading and understanding.

R 1 sure hate to miss that ball game 
on TV tonight, Joe Hall thought as 
he walked up the hall to his reading 
class I am not learning so well any­
way The other fellows catch on 
faster than I do If I hadn't promised 
Mr Smith. I'd stop coming I guess 
I am just too old to learn

Joe spoke to the four others in 
the class He mumbled, "Hello” in 
response to Mr Smith's greeting. 
He opened his book and stared va­
cantly at the page

I hat game is the toughest of the 
season Joe could not forget the 
game Joe loved baseball. He made 
himself a part of every play and 
player Coming to class on nights 
like this was a sacrifice.

Joe had not learned to read as a 
boy Not reading affected his family 
It hurt his pride, his self-confidence, 
his effectiveness as a person When 
Mr Smith, a neighbor, had encour­
aged him to begin lessons, he had 
agreed with misgivings

Suddenly, Joe was aware of Mr 
Smith sitting beside him "Joe.” he 
said showing him a b<x»k. "I think 
thiv is something you would like to 
try reading This is a book The

11&0YA. SERVICE • JUNE 1970



Reader's Digest has prepared for 
adults learning to read. The title is 
‘Second Chance.’ See what you think 
of the first story.”

Joe picked up the book. The front 
pictured a pitcher in action. At the 
beginning of the first story was a 
picture suggesting a ball game. Be­
fore he realized what he was doing, 
Joe was making his way offer" the 
words Some he was not sure he 
identified correctly, but he pushed 
his way on He had to find out about 
that pitcher with the dead arm

When he read the last word, Joe's 
thoughts continued on the events of 
the story. Mr Smith's voice broke in 
"What do you think, Joe?"

They talked about the story Mr 
Smith then said ‘‘Joe, you have 
done well. Do you realize you have 
read and understood that story with 
no help from me9 You may not have 
gotten all the words, but this is a 
big step in reading Why don't you 
take the book home'1 You may want 
to read the other stories "

Joe smiled That was a good story 
He had understood Mr Smith must 
have sensed his discouragement 
How could he stop now9 He might 
miss other stories about baseball

“Mom. this dress doesn’t fit 
right ”

“I know, but you will have to 
wear it."

How many times Suzie Hardy had 
said this to one of her three girls 
The check just did not go far enough 
for clothes She had to depend on 
what she could pick up in the cloth­
ing room at the Center Sometimes 
the clothes did not fit exactly

Suzie sighed If she could sew. 
she could make the clothes fit Oc­
casionally. she might even afford to 
pick up yard goods at the mill store 
That way the girls could sometimes 
have a new dress

One day Mrs Newman, the 
teacher of the reading class, wore a 
new dress to class During the lesson 
Suzie Hardy found herself looking 
at the dress again and again She 
liked the colors She liked the way 

it was made. “Do you like this dress, 
Mrs. Hardy?" Mrs. Newman sud­
denly asked.

“Yes, very much," Suzie replied.
“How would you like to make a 

dress like it?”
“Oh, I couldn’t. I can't sew." 

Suzie hastily said.
"Would you like to learn?" Mrs. 

Newman asked.
Suzie’s face must have shown her 

longing. Mrs. Newman held up a 
book and said: “Here is a book to 
help us learn how. We will read the 
book and follow the directions. It is 
called Measure, Cut. and Sew. Here, 
take a look and see what you think.” 
She gave copies of the book to Suzie 
and the others jn the class

"Will it tell me how to fix over 
things?" Suzie asked as she took the 
book

“Oh. yes Look The second chap­
ter is on alterations ” Mrs Newman 
turned to the table of contents to 
show Suzie

Suzie looked at the first page 
“You can sew if you read and prac­
tice." she read She felt interest 
mounting as she read on

"What do you think9" Mrs New­
man asked again

"Oh. could we9" Suzie answered 
eagerly, thinking of the girls The 
other six women in the group ex­
pressed interest, too

Mrs Newman said “Idel's read 
the first chapter and talk about what 
we need to do to get ready You may 
take the books home to read This 
will help you better understand what 
we do in the class ”

Suzie was not listening She was 
already lost in the words that would 
help her know how to make the 
girls’ clothes fit

Mrs Gomez was early She slipped 
into the small frame building that 
was the library of the Fourth Street

A bibliography of books (and 
their sources) for adu't new read 
ers is available from the Home 
Mission Board. 1350 Spring Street 
N W . Atlanta. Georgia 30309 on 
request 

Church and flipped on the light 
Mrs. Gomez liked to come early. She 
could take her time looking through 
the books. Just any book would not 
do. The print had to be good. The 
words had to be easy. Pictures had 
to be a part of the book. If she came 
early she could look before the class 
began.

Mrs. Gomez had attended school 
only a few months in her country. 
School was for those with money. 
She had come to the United States 
as a bride. She had not learned Eng­
lish because she had no opportunity. 
Children, long hours of work in 
order to live had taken all the time. 
Now the children were grown. She 
was learning English. She was learn­
ing to read One day she would be a 
citizen One day she would be a 
part of the country that had long 
been home

She continued to pick up books, 
leaf through them, and put them 
aside A bright green cover stood out 
from the other books. Mrs. Gomez 
picked up the book and read the 
title. Our United States As she 
turned the pages, she saw the name 
of a state at the beginning of each 
page

Mrs Gomez turned back to the 
first selection She began to read. 
"The Statue of Liberty stands in 
New York Harbor " The words 
came easily as she read on They 
told her about her country They 
gave her understanding that would 
help in her citizenship

Others of the class began to come 
Miss Stewart, the teacher, came Still 
Mrs Gomez read

Mrs Stewart, after a time, sat 
beside her and touched her arm 
"What are you reading that is so 
interesting9" she asked

"I read about United States This 
is about New York I like It help 
me to be citizen This is very good 
book," Mrs Gomez answered

"You have chosen a good book 
Let’s use it in our lesson today We 
will talk about the states you study 
in class This can help the other 
students. 100,’“ Miss Stewart said

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

TQ^chii^Er^ish ioCh'r^Se
PETER GIN. a high school sophomore, had moved from Hong 

Kong to Salt Lake City, Utah, and had lived in Salt Lake City
a little over a year when a Christian classmate invited him to go 
to First Southern Baptist Church. A few Sundays later Peter’s sister, 
Helen, attended church, too. After our family became acquainted 
with Peter and Helen at church, we went to visit in the Gin home

Mrs. Gin spoke no English so Peter and Helen interpreted for us 
During the visit. Mrs. Gin asked if the church had a class where 
she could learn to speak English I told her we did not have such 
a class but I would find out what the public school systems offered. 
The more I thought about her request during the next few days, 
the more convinced I was that God had opened a door and was 
pushing us through it.

Directing inquiries to those in charge of literacy missions at the 
Home Mission Board and our state missions secretary. Darwin 
Welsh. 1 learned that God had already been working A literacy 
workshop was planned to be held at First Southern Baptist tn 
Sall Lake Now I was certain. God was giving us a marvelous 
opportunity to present a witness of Christ to the non-English language 
Chinese of Salt Lake. Five members of the First Southern Baptist 
Church WMS were among those who attended the workshop

Since Mrs. Gin was certain that there were several other Chinese 
women who would like to study English, she and I went visiting 
Although I did not understand anything Mrs Gm said. I was conscious 
of the fervor with which she spoke At the end of the visits. Helen, 
my interpreter, told me we could expect about two or three more 
women at class sessions

At our first class meeting, there were six present instead of the 
three or four expected It was a hilarious time The women had 
all adopted English first names since arriving in the States While 
learning new names, they practiced the strange new sounds Their 
efforts at pronounciation were so funny that they were soon 
laughing until the tears came This session was the forerunner to 
what the following six months were to be Though wc worked hard 
for two hours each week, the church rang with their quick and happy 
laughter After two or three weeks, four more enrolled Out of 
the ten enrolled, nine finished the entire six months

In May the church held a special service on Wednesday night, 
presenting certificates and English-Chinese New lestaments Thomas 
Lowe a (hinese pastor from Los Angeles, spoke first in English, 
then m Chinese After the service, we enjoyed a feast 
prepared by the Chinese ladies

During the summer we had a ('hinese Vacation Bible School The 
women of Eirst Southern Baptist served as teachers along wuh 
Peter and Helen Gin Peter served as principal and Helen helped

Mrs. Charles H. Ashcraft
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with the small children who did not speak English. Because of 
the success of this first school, Vacation Bible Schools have 

been held each summer.
About two months after Peter started attending our church, he 

became a Christian. His testimony for the Lord has been an invaluable 
help as continued effort has been made to carry on a witness to 
his people. Peter was quick to grasp the things of God and has 

carried heavy responsibilities. Helen became a Christian several 
months later and has never failed to respond cheerfully to every 

request for help. 
The women wanted and needed more English study. During the fall 

and winter months, we continued contact with the women by visits 
in their homes. In the spring, God sent us someone who helped 

us to put together all of the ideas that had been running back 
and forth in our minds. Mrs. C. S. Leung, an outstanding Christian 

leader in her Chinese church in Los Angeles, was sent to Utah for 
several weeks in connection with her secular job. At the suggestion 

of her pastor. Thomas Lowe, she called us, offering to do anything 
she could to help. She spent several weekends with us, visiting Chinese 

families, discussing possibilities, and finally making definite plans 
to start combination Bible study and English classes. Mrs. Leung's 

inspiration and encouragement helped us renew our efforts to 
minister to these Chinese ladies.

Advertisements for the classes noted that the sessions would start 
with a Bible study followed by conversational English classes. 

Three of the women involved in the literacy workshop. Mrs. Willard 
Kearney. Mrs Ralph Hall, and Mrs. Guy Ward, agreed to help. 

The pupils were divided into four classes meeting al the church on 
Sunday nights during regular church activities Peter taught the 

students Chinese hymns and English choruses before beginning the 
Bible lesson Despite our feeble and fumbling efforts, the women 

were patient and continued to come The enrolment stayed 
close to eighteen with few' absentees. 

Then God brought help The Home Mission Board sent a full-time 
Chinese missionary This missionary was to work with both the 

Cantonese- and Mandarin-language Chinese in Utah and Idaho 
Educated at the seminary in Hong Kong, missionary Yam Yee 

Lee was a decided asset to our work 
Someone asked the Chinese women. "Did you ever hear the name of 

Jesus before you started coming to these classes’’" Out of the 
twenty present, one said she thought she had but she was not sure 

1 he others were sure they had never heard his name before So far. 
none of these women have accepted Christ, but they continue 

to hear God’s Word 
Several university students enrolled in the Sunday night Bible study 

and are now attending English services on Sunday mornings Two 
have made professions of faith One fine young man. who will soon 

receive a doctorate in chemistry, is so faithful in his attendance that 
we have every confidence that one day soon he will yield to 

Christ Through the ministry of the Chinese Baptist Mission, a 
Chinese Christian family has been enlisted in one of the 

F.nglish-language churches 
Several comments by these early Chinese students will never be 

forgotten For example, when a student was asked to make a sentence 
with the word paint, she expressed her response to the ministry of 

the church to her "Mv church painted m\ classroom

PREFACE tq

STUDY z ACTION

Study concentration this month centers on Christian 
witness. Mission action is the organized effort of a church 
to minister and to witness to persons of special need or 
circumstance not now enrolled in or immediate prospects 
for the church, or its programs. Without this special effort, 
these people are often bypassed in the church’s direct out­
reach activities. How much do you know about ongoing 
activities mission action group members might use to wit­
ness to persons of special need?

Identify the mission action group guide suggesting each 
of the types of witness described below

Headliners
Resort Areas
Prisoner Rehabilitation
Economically Disadvantaged
Juvenile Rehabilitation
Combating Moral Problems
Internationals
Nonreaders
The Sick
The Aging
Language Groups
Military

1 A ministry may be directed toward the alcoholic
and his family. Determine what the community already 
provides to aid alcoholics. Set up a community project 
to help provide medical care and spiritual counsel for 
those who need it__________ _____ __________

2 Driving instructions are sometimes needed by over­
seas guests Some may need help in studying the manual 
to pass the test._________________  -

3 A young man has been arrested for car theft His
mother is ill and cannot come. There are no other family 
members in the city. Someone is needed to interpret for 
his aged and ill mother what has happened and what will 
happen_______________________________— — —

4 Many patients need someone to launder their per­
sonal articles of clothing. Arrange to pick up the laun­
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dry at a given time and return it as quickly as possible.

5. Help the women know how to apply for a job, how 
to dress, and the importance of being neat and clean. 
Accompanying a woman when she seeks a job could give 
her the self-confidence she needs-------------------——  

6. Secure sample application forms, sample order
blanks, and blank checks. Help the student read and un­
derstand each line. Let him practice by filling in the 
blanks.____ __________________________ ___ __________

7. Nothing lifts a teen-age girl’s spirits like a fresh
hairdo. For the girl getting ready to face the judge at the 
juvenile court for the first time, a visit to a beauty shop 
may be an especially effective morale booster. --------------

8. A study of the United States Constitution, the Dec­
laration of Independence, national holidays, a brief history 
of the United States, the meaning of the American flag 
and the rules for its display would help these people iden­
tify with this nation and its history.------------------------------

9. Meals-on-wheels provide a hot meal brought to the 
home each day. Along with assistance in providing better 
nutrition and encouraging better health, there is the fringe 
benefit of a human contact and a few minutes of warm 
conversation .-------------------------------------------------------

10 Church families take their trailers and tents into 
a local area and camp on weekends so they can mix with 
guests who have come from miles away.

11 Write a letter to a government employee facing a 
difficult decision; assure him that you are sensitive to his 
inner struggle and need for strength.

12 A special service may be held on Wednesday eve­
ning to recognize and honor service personnel of the com­
munity

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS
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GENERAL WMS MEETING

Baptist Orientals in California

Roberta C. Edwards

(CALIFORNIA is the nation's most populous state, with 
over nineteen million people living within its borders 

It extends from the Pacific Ocean on the west to Arizona 
and Nevada on the east, and from Oregon on the north 
to Mexico on the south People from every state in the 
Union and from every nation of the world have migrated 
to California, bringing with them their customs, their 
culture, and their language

Southern Baptists were among the Christians who mi­
grated to California as early as 1850 In I 854 a former 
foreign missionary. John Lewis Shuck, was appointed by 
the Domestic Mission Board (now the Home Mission 
Board | to work among Chinese in California It was not. 
however, until after World War II that Southern Baptist 
work in California began to grow This rapid growth came 
about as a result of the interest of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in missions to foreign-language people in 
California and the missions work that was started among 
them At the present time there are over eights home and 
state convention missionaries in California who minister to 
more than six million people of foreign extraction

Orientals in California often live together in tight com 
munities in which traditional customs and languages hold 
them together and where the Americanizing process is 
slowed Religions are practiced more from a point of cus­
tom. many times, than from faith Contact with other 
Americans is often not close, except for the young people 
who are in school Many communities are in transition

Chinese
One of the largest language groups in California is 

composed of people who speak Chinese I he oldest and 
largest Chinese settlement in America is in San Francisco 
Chinese people came to America in large numbers in the 
mid-nineteenth century and settled in California As early 
as I860 as many as 35,000 Chinese were working in the 
gold mines in California and helping to construct the rail 
road lines which joined the industrial eastern I S with the 
resourceful western I S

Through the work of home missionaries. Southern Bap­

tists have been able to establish Chinese churches in San 
Francisco. Los Angeles, Berkley, and San Jose. Some 
ol these churches have achieved self-support and give 
faithfully to missions through the Cooperative Program.

These Chinese Baptist churches, in general, meet the 
qualifications of the New Testament church, a body of 
called-out believers in the Lord Jesus Chnst who have 
been baptized and joined together to obey Christ’s com­
mand to preach the gospel to all the world Many of these 
churches have the same problems as other Southern Bap­
tist churches today

Cultural differences have made it necessary to have a 
different approach in many situations Sometimes there is 
a need for a parallel ministry to meet the needs of old and 
young. Chinese-language and English-language persons. 
Sometimes, because of language problems, there is a need 
for two workers in the same area

Fnglish-language classes have proved effective in get­
ting groups of Chinese people together, particularly in 
areas where the response to direct evangelistic efforts has 
been limited Since many Chinese are applying for citizen­
ship in the United States, citizenship classes have been 
popular I here is also a rewarding ministry in helping 
these people with problems relating to immigration, parti­
cularly when some members of their families have been 
left in China and they desire to reunite their families

Special camps are sponsored for Chinese adults and 
youth Young people also are encouraged to attend gen­
eral camps sponsored bv Southern Baptists for Royal Am­
bassadors and Girls' Auxiliary groups

Home Bible fellowship classes and Bible classes for 
students have been popular One of the greatest needs is 
for evangelistic teams who will go io Chinese churches and 
missions, this work has been handicapped because of 
financial support and could benefit more if gifts to the 
Cooperative Program were increased

I he question has often been raised Should ( hmese 
young people be encouraged to retain their membership in 
Chinese churches9 If maintaining their membership in 
Chinese churches helps them to spiritual maturity, this 

should be encouraged. Especially is this true with young 
people from China who still feel strongly their Chinese 
identification. In Chinese churches Chinese young people 
are likely to make contact with other Chinese young people 
which will encourage the establishment of Christian homes.

Very few Chinese young people are entering the ministry 
and other church-related vocations. One of the reasons for 
this is that a feeling exists that they can pastor or preach 
only in a Chinese church. Families often do not encourage 
young people to enter the ministry, partly because of low 
salaries. Many Chinese have fallen prey to the materialistic 
point of view which sees success in terms of monetary gain.

Chinese young people should be made aware of the op­
portunity to witness to their own people. Christian homes 
should be cultivated in which Christian parents will help 
to lay the burden of witnessing upon the hearts of Chinese 
youth who grow up in these homes. As young people 
achieve some spiritual growth and maturity, perhaps they 
will begin to feel the call to minister to their own people

In the meantime, the most powerful force in witnessing 
to the Chinese-language groups remains the laymen in the 
churches Laymen are being trained through clinics in 
Christian living and witnessing, special classes in basic 
Bible beliefs, and training classes for prospective teachers 
in Sunday Schools Inquirers classes are held in almost 
every church to help instruct new believers in Christianity

Chinese Christians have a great responsibility and op­
portunity to witness in many situations which arise in 
military bases, college and university campuses, and 
business and professional occupations. They feel a respon­
sibility to witness to all people regardless of race and 
national origin

There is a need for tracts printed in Chinese esjxncially 
for Chinesc-Amencans as well as for bilingual materials 
for various activities of the church

I very church which has Chinese people within the 
bounds of its ministry should try to minister to these people 
English-speaking Chinese should be reached by the same 
channels which the church uses to minister to all who at­
tend Other Chinese should be provided special classes 
conducted in Chinese by Chinese Christians Church 
members who do not speak Chinese might provide trans­
portation to special classes or Sunday services Interpreted 
services prove most helpful if adequate electronic equip 
mem is provided for simultaneous interpretation There is 
a need for consecrated, trained Chinese Christians to help 
non-F.nglish-language. China-oriented people to hear the 
gospel in their own language

One Chinese pastor said. “Our purpose is not so much 
tn continue Chinese churches as such, but rather our pur­
pose is to reach Chinese for Christ "

Japanese and Koreans
Another vast language group of Orientals in < alifornia 

•» Japanese, who now number over 100,000 Most of the 
Southern Baptist missions work among the Japanese cen 

ters in the Los Angeles area, but there is also a flourishing 
Japanese church in San Jose. Many Southern Baptist 
churches have included Japanese-language Bible classes 
in their Sunday Schools. The Tiburon Baptist Church in 
Marin County has a Japanese-language group in the Anglo 
church and a radio ministry using Japanese-language tapes. 
In San Diego the ministry has majored on work with “New 
Americans,” as Japanese war brides have been called.

One of the great difficulties in trying to witness to Jap­
anese people in California is the aggressive missionary 
activity of the Buddhist Church. Their main idea seems to 
be to persuade the Japanese people that their church is 
the same as the Christian church, especially as seen by the 
community. The Buddhist Church signs advertise Sunday 
School, and their children sing, "Buddha loves me, this I 
know," to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me.” “Onward, 
Buddhist Soldiers" is sung to the same tune as “Onward, 
Christian Soldiers." One of the main purposes of the Bud­
dhist Church in California seems to be to hold the second 
generation Japanese to some semblance of Japanese cul­
ture and language.

One Japanese Christian woman wanted to witness to a 
Buddhist friend about Christ Unable to speak Japanese, 
she invited another Japanese-language Buddhist woman 
to go with her to interpret

Haruo Furukawa is a Japanese Christian and a graduate 
of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary at Mill Val­
ley. California Haruo entered Seinan Gakuin Baptist 
School in Fukuoka, Japan, as a sophomore and by the time 
he was a senior he became a Christian He was baptized 
by Luther Copeland, who was then a missionary to Japan, 
with the consent of his parents At the age of twenty-three, 
while he was attending Seinan Gakuin University, he felt 
the call to preach

Of Buddhism. Haruo says I considered Buddhism 
(in Japan] a non-missionary and non-evangelical religion. 
However, this is not true in the United States. Here it is 
composed of many sects which are missionary-minded and 
evangelistic These are converting not only those of Orien­
tal ancestry, but also Americans of all races. Buddhists 
often claim the religion of their parents without understand­
ing, just as 1 did before I became a Christian.”

A young Korean called his Buddhist parents in Korea 
to ask permission to become a Christian. Trusting his 
judgment, they allowed him Io make his own decision. 
According to Don Kim. pastor of Berendo Street Baptist 

< hurch in 1 os Angeles, the young man was saved and 
baptized

A Japanese girl who married an American and came 
with him to the United Slates became a Christian When 
her husband left her. she was asked if she wanted to re­
turn to Japan She answered that she wanted her sons to 
he reared as Christians in the United States

( hristian Japanese in California find a fertile soil for 
witnessing among then Buddhist countrymen Many Bud­
dhists attend Baptist churches on special occasions as guests 
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of their Christian friends. They often hear Scripture read 
in Christian marriage ceremonies and other special pro­
grams in the churches. Christian Japanese invite their 
Buddhist friends to socials in the churches where they be­
come accustomed to the Christian environment and learn 
of the love of Jesus for them and for all the people of the 
world. They will listen to Christian truths. They learn 
little in their religion about man, his existence, God, and 
the value of prayer. Because they are a kind, polite, and 
courteous people, they will givejhe Christian witness a 
chance to penetrate the darknessof wrong religious teach­
ing when sincere Christian love is demonstrated and pro­
fessed.

California has many Koreans, also. A Los Angeles 
church, led by a Korean-born missionary couple, has at­
tained full self-support. The ministry of this church has led 
to the salvation of hundreds of Koreans with many return­
ing to Korea to witness to their countrymen. The church 
has been able to purchase buildings and properties to fur­
ther its ministry.

Internationals
Another great opportunity to witness is found in the 

work with internationals, those persons from other coun­
tries who are in the United States for a short time Inter­
national work in the Bay area under the direction of Dr 
Eva Marie Kennard is centered at the University of Cali­
fornia. Berkeley campus. Mr. and Mrs. James Nollctte 
work with internationals in the Los Angeles area Mr and 
Mrs. Theo Patnaik work with internationals in the San 
Jose area. Most of the language churches in California 
participate in some way in international activities The 
largest group of internationals comes from the Far East, 
comprising about 35 percent of the total Many of these 
are Hindu and Buddhist Others may have inherited cer­
tain religious viewpoints but may not be active in express­
ing their faith A large number have no religious faith at 
all Internationals come here in almost every conceivable 
spiritual condition Away from their native religions, in­
ternationals are here to learn They are open to new friend­
ships and new loyalties

According to the Handbook for Communities Serving 
International Visitors, the late John F Kennedy said 
“There is little question that the reception and treatment 
of foreign visitors coming to the United States under educa­
tional. cultural, and training programs—both government 
and private—have an important effect upon the attitudes 
of other peoples toward the United States .

Even surface relationships have far-reaching effects, 
though they are not always what they should be These 
relationships span the waters and reach persons who will 
never set foot on American soil. Visitors from abroad share 
and relive their American visits over and over when they 
return home

There are no statistics on how many foreign persons who 
visit the United States return to their homes with. anti­

American attitudes. Some have relumed, however, to 
homes to help overthrow American-supported govema 

Many return disillusioned with the Christian people 
have met. Many come with the impression that the U 
States is a Christian nation, and go away wondering t 
the impact of Christianity on national culture. Many co 
here as Christians and return to their home churchy 
fellowships having grown in their Christian faith, and tni 
come as non-believers and meet Christ in a personal w 
perience. The opportunity of knowing internationals has 
strengthened American Christians. Foreign persons in this 
country have need for security and acceptance. They need 
to know that acceptance by Americans is not conditioned 
upon adoption of Western ways. Baptists in California Ml 
doing much through work with internationals. Many 
churches have made special provision for internationals
through special departments in their Sunday Schools. 
Others incorporate them into their existing organizations. 
Internationals are easy to identify and present a challenge 
to the best that Christianity has to offer.

GUIDE

for General WMS Meeting

What do yon want to accomplish?
During April, May. and June society studies will focus on 

understanding the beliefs of other faiths. To witness to people 
living under the influence of Oriental religions, a Christian 
woman needs to know what she believes about God. what she 
believes about man and his relationships to God and man. and 
what she believes about life after death She must be motivated 
by love, concern, and kindness as she uses opportunities to 
affirm that Jesus is the way to abundant and eternal life Dur­
ing this unit WMS members should be led to answer the study 
question (aim) What can I learn about requirements for an 
effective Christian witness to people of Oriental faiths which 
will help me make a positive witness for Christ?

This month’s study focuses on Baptist Orientals in Cali­
fornia. Through examination of the way Oriental Christians 
relate to other Orientals. WMS members will develop greater 
understanding of the importance of person-to-person contacts 
in the extension of a witness for Christ A similar response to 
persons of special circumstance in one's own community will 
seem evident as members are led to answer the study question 
(aim): What can I learn from the witness of Baptist Orientals 
in California which will help me in my witness to persons of 
special circumstance?

How can yon accomplish this alm?
I. Make a simple interest center using < map of California

cut from black construction paper (six 
sheets taped together). Using chalk, 
white tempera, or white ink, print in 
large letters over eighty missionaries 
minister to Chinese, Japanese. Ko­
reans

2 Emphasize the fact that these 
missionaries can best accomplish their 
tasks by leading Orientals to witness to 
Orientals. You may wish to lead your 
group to discuss reasons that this state­
ment is true Use a strip poster to em­
phasize the major idea of the study 
Christ's mission to Orientals can best 
be accomplished when Orientals wit­
ness to Orientals

3 Distribute quotations taken from 
the study material Ask each member 
receiving a quotation to read it to the 
other members explaining the imphca 
lions this fact has for the mission 
strategy of Orientals witnessing to 
Orientals (Implications are statements 
of relationship between two proposi 
lions or ideas I Explain that the pur

I
MEETING PLAN

Song
Can to Prayer
Business
P'omotiona' Feature
Study Session fsee pp 16 18: 

pore of this study method is to draw 
relationships between quotations from 
the study materials and the major idea 
of the study stated in number 2.

Use this quotation to demonstrate 
the method to be used for study: Ori­
entals in California often live together 
in tight communities in which tradi­
tional customs and languages are held 
together and where the Americanizing 
process is slowed. Possible implica­
tions: Since community structure is 
close, Orientals will listen more freely 
to other Orientals. Common language 
and custom will aid understanding of 
the problems connected with a conver­
sion to Christianity. When the Oriental 
witnesses to Orientals, the message be­
comes more than simply an American­
ized form of religion.

Possible quotations to be used:
(1) Through the work of home mis­
sionaries, Southern Baptists have been 
able to establish Chinese churches in 
San Francisco. Los Angeles, Berkeley, 
and San Jose.
(2) Sometimes there is a need for a 
parallel ministry to meet the needs of 
old and young. Chinese-language and 
English-language persons
(3) English-language classes have 
proved effective in getting groups of 
Chinese people together, particularly 
in areas where the response to direct 
evangelistic efforts has been limited
(4) Since many Chinese are applying 
for citizenship in the United States, 
citizenship classes have been popular
(5) In Chinese churches Chinese young 
people are likely to make contact with 
other Chinese young people which will 
encourage the establishment of Chris­
tian homes
(6) Very few C hinese young people 
are entering the ministry and other 
church-related vocations
(7) C hristian homes should be culti­
vated in which Christian parents will 
help to lay the burden of witnessing 
upon the hearts of Chinese youth who 
grow up in these homes
(H) In the meantime, the most power 
ful force m witnessing to the Chinese- 
language groups remains the laymen 
in the churches
(9) Laymen are being trained through 
clinics in Christian living and wit­
nessing. special classes in basic Bible 
beliefs, and training classes for pro 
spective teachers in Sunday Schools
(10) There is a need for tracts printed

in Chinese especially for Chinere- 
Americans as well as for bilingual ma­
terials for various activities of the 

church.
(11) Every church which has Chinese 
people within the bounds of its minis­
try should try to minister to there peo­
ple.
(12) One Chinese pastor said, "Our 
purpose is not so much to continue 
Chinese churches as such, but rather 
our purpose is to reach Chinese for 
Christ.”
(13) Many Southern Baptist churches 
have included Japanese-language Bible 
classes in their Sunday Schools.
(14) In San Diego ministry has ma­
jored on work with "New Americans,” 
as Japanese war brides have been 
called.
(15) One of the great difficulties in 
trying to witness to Japanese people in 
California is the aggressive missionary 
activity of the Buddhist Church.
(16) Many Buddhists attend Baptist
churches on special occasions as guests 
of their Christian friends. 4
(17) A Korean-born missionary couple | 
in Los Angeles have led their church 
to full self-support
(18) Away from their native religions, 
international students are here to learn.
They are open to new friendships and 
new loyalties
(19) Foreign persons in this country 
have need for security and acceptance.
They need to know that acceptance by 
Americans is not conditioned upon 
adoption of Western ways

4 Summarize ideas presented.
5 Discuss missions opportunities 

in your community Relate the facts 
summarized to these opportunities De 
cide upon a mission action project

What planning must you do before the 

meeting?
1 Prepare the visuals—map and 

strip poster.
2 Plan an introduction of the study 

method to be used
3 Type quotations Numbering 

them will give order to your presenta­
tion

4 Think through each quotation, 
listing possible implications

5 List the persons of special cir­
cumstance in your community to 
whom your society could extend a 
ministry Relate your summary to 
these needs
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Mission Action Is Fruit-bearing
Mrs. Ralph Gwin

CURRENT MISSIONS 
GROUPS

IPOR the past two months current missions groups have 
x studied fruit-bearing in Taiwan and Vietnam and have 
found worthy examples to follow. Focus turns now to 
local missions fields. Southern Baptists and Woman’s Mis­
sionary Society members are involved in mission action. 
Mission action is fruit-bearing.

A simple, if general, concept is that mission action is 
love in action. The WMU Year Book and WMS Leader 
Manual define the term more exactly. “Mission action is 
the organized effort of a church to minister and to witness 
to persons of special need or circumstance who are not now 
enrolled or immediate prospects for a church." This makes 
mission action a church witnessing ministry to people not 
in the church.

Government agencies and civic organizations care for 
many welfare needs in our nation’s population. Influences 
inherent in Christianity have spread outside the church to 
motivate social and professional organizations to “good 
works.” Scarcely a club is without its favored sponsorship 
of some worthy cause. All their help is needed. “Love thy 
neighbor" is practiced, although some of those doing the 
loving do not realize the inspiration of their benevolence 
Of course, many Christians belong to these clubs.

The church, too, must love her neighbors and act in 
their behalf. But there is a difference. The purpose of the 
church in mission action is spiritual. A club may have a 
purely humanitarian ideal, but the church and its organi­
zations add another dimension, that of loving through wit­
ness to the saving power of Jesus Christ. This difference 
distinguishes mission action from “good works."

Mission Action Is Rooted Deeply
A tree to bear good and abundant fruit must have a 

good root system The taproot of mission action is Christian 
witnessing.

Mission action has firm roots in the history of Woman's 
Missionary Union. Its roots grow deeper as members 
nourish and cultivate their concepts and individual interests 
in ministering and witnessing to persons of special need.

Mission action is a natural for women. The support role 

chosen by Woman’s Missionary Union in 1888 was not 
enough to satisfy the desire for persona) involvement. Many 
southern gentlewomen were the midwives, nurses, and 
angels of mercy in their communities.

With woman’s native compassion and desire to serve, 
it is little wonder that mission action came into the WMU 
program in 1909 with the name personal service. As the 
title implied, the emphasis was upon giving of self, not 
money. And as now, “the purpose of Personal Service is 
to seek and save the lost.”

The young tree took root and flourished in the fertile 
soil and life of WMU. In 1942 a new name, community 
missions, defined the geography, and the roots went deeper 
with continued emphasis on witnessing.

Another name change, mission action, came in 1967.
Mission action is no longer the work of the WMU 

alone. It encompasses the life of the church, with Woman’s 
Missionary Union and Brotherhood being assigned the 
task of missions. The roots pushed deeper with the con­
cept of total church involvement.

The Tree Grows Strong
What is the motive of mission action? What attitudes are 

required?
One text is sufficient motive. Jesus said, “Ye shall be 

witnesses unto me" (Acts 1:8). The assumption is that all 
his followers will participate in missions by witnessing. The 
call to Christians to witness is as definite as the missionary’s 
call.

To be a Christian witness requires first that the witness 
be Christian. Christians who grasp the full meaning of 
their salvation are motivated by a deep desire to tell what 
Christ has done for them Mission action provides oppor­
tunities to witness and to do good, as Jesus did.

The attitude of loving concern for lost people makes 
Christian witnessing easy. The statement, “mission action 
is love in action" may sound trite or sentimental. Never­
theless, love is the growing medium, the soil, of mission 
action. Mrs. H M. Wharton, appointed to serve as the 
first Personal Service Chairman in 19IQ, stressed the only 

talent needed for personal service—“the talent of love 
that springs from the heart in close fellowship with God.”

Sensitivity to need is a basic attitude to be cultivated. 
The Christian learns to see with heart as well as eyes. The 
ability to put oneself in another's shoes, to feel his need 
and insecurity, is a quality to be developed.

A patient, sustained interest in people is needed to keep 
mission action from becoming a series of projects. People 
do not want to be mission action projects. They need to 
know genuine care as persons.

To be able to give oneself rather than niaterial things 
only is necessary in answering the cry of need in the 
church locale. The intangible gift of self is a priceless in­
gredient. (The present definition of mission action does 
not delineate geography, but the intent usually remains 
local.)

The will to do is important. Putting off until tomorrow 
never gets a task done, nor earns the reward of satisfaction 
in making the effort. Action must start with determination, 
and the best preparation is learning by doing.

The Tree Bears Fruit
The fruits of mission action have both quality and quan­

tity. Members who have helped produce the fruit appreciate 
its goodness most.

The First Baptist Church of Birmingham, Alabama, con­
sidered whether to move out of the downtown or reach out 
in the downtown. They voted to stay and undertake a 
missions ministry to the area. A formal statement of com­
mitment to the task was adopted with a few basic plans. 
Several of their continuing actions are reviewed here.

Tutoring.—The principal of the nearby elementary 
school helped develop plans for a tutoring program for 
children of low-income families. Sixty-three children mak­
ing D's and Fs were assisted the first year. Two groups of 
pupils, Negro as well as white, met once a week on separate 
days, for hour-and-a-half sessions at the church. Several 
children enrolled in Sunday School activities. As two of 
the boys were looking at the library display, one said to 
the other. “At this place there are people who care about 
us."

"Why are you taking time to teach me math?" inter­
rupted a little Negro girl one day Her tutor told the child 
why she was there to help. “But you are white," protested 
the pupil. "You are not supposed to love me"

Internationals —Language difficulties of internationals 
occur mostly in conversational English Classes for this 
purpose concentrate on idioms, slang expressions, and 
vocabulary. Twenty-fOur nations have been represented in 
this program. Six internationals assisted through mission 
action have become Christians.

Bob Mousalleum Came from Lebanon to finish his aero­
space engineering education. Visiting First Baptist Church, 
he asked "What do you Baptists believe? 1 heard about 
you before I came." His teacher explained some basic 
Baptist beliefs, emphasizing personal salvation. Bob in­

quired, “How can I find out more about this?” He soon 
made his profession of faith and is active as a church mem­
ber.

The Ambassador from Guatemala, visiting Birmingham, 
publicly expressed appreciation for the work of the mission 
action group with four nurses from his country. A crash 
program had been requested to help them with medical 
aspects of the language. WMS members worked daily with 
them so that the girls received full benefit from the special 
training. One of them, head nurse at the government hos­
pital in Guatemala City, said, “When I go home I will 
tell everybody what the Baptists have meant to us.”

Literacy.—Literacy work has been a rewarding ven­
ture for the Birmingham church. While members knew 
but one person who did not read nor write, a teacher was 
secured to instruct propective teachers in the Laubach 
method. A telephone call from a woman referred to the 
church by the YWCA went something like this:

"Could you come to the church for classes?”
“Honey, you tell me when and I’ll be there.”
“The church is at 517 North 22nd Street.”
A slight pause before, "How do you make a five?” 

Then, “Oh, is that the one that has the fat bottom and the 
flag at the top?"

"Yes, that’s the five.” The dialogue went on frotn 
"one" and “seven" to “North.” The caller had learned 
to write her name, Annie, so she could use the second 
letter to abbreviate “North.”

The next hurdle was “22." “Now a 22 is written with 
2’s beside each Other."

"Oh, I know how to make a two I can write my num­
bers good through three.” It was an exciting day in elates 
when Annie wrote a letter to her daughter in Chicago 
whom she had not seen for six years.

Another exceptional opportunity also began with a 
phone call. The wife of a lumberman in Birmingham said 
three of her husband’s employees wanted to learn to read 
and write. Could the church help? The company woqld 
pay any costs. Yes, the church could help, and there 
would be no expense except materials the pupils used. 
The door opened for witnessing when the caller wondered 
why people would be willing to go to such trouble without 
pay. A week later the same caller informed the chairman 
that four more men would join the class—seven men 
would stay after work twice a week for classes at the lum- 
beryard.

Later, a WMS member was talking with the owner of 
the business who said: "What is it that is so different about 
these people? There is something I cannot explain.” Here 
again was an opportunity to share the Christian faith— 
with a Jewish businessman. He was so impressed with the 
project that he wrote a letter to the editor of a Birmingham 
newspaper telling what the women were doing. In part, he 
said

“These educated adults are sincere and dedicated to 
the principles of their church and are providing a service
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that is almost unbelievably humane. 1 say ‘almost un­
believable' because, in my experience, I have rarely seen 
any supposed religious person pledge himself to the better­
ment of his fellowmen without any other benefit than to 
the heart.”

At least one marriage has been saved through the 

literacy program. A wife was about to leave her husbaad 
because he had been unable to get a better job. She wm 
willing to give their home another chance when he leaned, 
through a fellow employee, that someone cared enough 
to teach him to read and write. Now the future is brighter 
with a better job.

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS

Bible Passages for Study: Acts 10; 14:8-18; 17:16-31;
Isaiah 44:6-20; 45:20-25; Luke 1:76-79

GUIDE-------------- -

for Current Missions Groups

What do you want to accomplish?
"By their fruits ye shall know them” 

is a fact stated clearly in the New 
Testament Christians reveal their ma­
turity in their human relationships, in 
adjusting creatively to a complicated 
and demanding culture, in meeting 
spiritual and physical needs of per­
sons, in prayer, and in stewardship of 
money. During April. May. and June 
current missions group members should 
be led to answer the question (aim! 
Do my fruits indicate strong Christian 
conviction about missions involve­
ment?

The June study session focuses at­
tention on mission action Members 
should be led to see that through 
knowledge and practice attitudes nec­
essary to effective witnessing through 
mission action can be acquired They 
should be led to see that they probably 
know enough to be good witnesses if 
they put what knowledge they have 
into practice. Attitudes mentioned tn 
the study should be considered a be­
ginning rather than an all-inclusive 
list. Meditation upon God's Word and 
will should be emphasized Members 
should be led to answer for themselves 
the study question (aim) What atti­
tudes are required of me for Christian 
ministry and witness through mission 
action?

How can you accomplish this aim?
I. Continue use of attractive ar­

rangement of fruit to carry out the 
unit theme of fruit-bearing.

Plant a small tree branch in a pot 
of soil for a fruit tree. Attach small 

pieces of fruit, perhaps artificial, to 
the branches These may be labeled 
with as many different types of mis­
sion action as you have fruit on the 
tree. Be sure to label some for the 
mission action being done by your own 
society, as well as the types mentioned 
in the study.

2. Introduce the study by sum­
marizing the introductory material, 
page 20 Read and explain the defini­
tion of mission action Explain the 
difference between mission action and 
social welfare Tell members what mis­
sion action means to you

.3 Enlist a member to be rcspon 
sible for 'Mission Action Is Rooted 
Deeply." page 20. using a question and 
answer method to elicit from members 
dates of various developments in mis­
sion action and other bits of pertinent 
information Possible questions Iden 
tify personal service, community mis 
sions, and mission action When did 
each of these come into existence-’ 
How did the concept of ministry 
change with each new title-’

4 The same question-answer meth 
od may be used by another member in 
discussing “'The Tree Grows Strong.” 
page 20 Secure participation from 
members by leading them to suggest 
attitudes to be cultivated, especially 
attitudes not mentioned in the study 
Possible questions What did Jesus 
have to say about witnessing-’ What 
does one's salvation have to do with 
her role as a witness-’ What is the main 
talent needed for witness9 What other 
attitudes are necessary?

5 One member may be responsible 
for the section "The Tree Bears Fruit," 
page 21. but she may wish to give 
some of the stories to other members 
to tell. (Ask them not to read.) As 
the different types of activities are dis­

cussed. take a piece of fruit from the 
tree to add to the fruit arrangement.
I .ct some activities of the local WMS 
be mentioned and added also to the 
“harvest of fruit."

6. Use the following questions to 
stimulate thought: What would Christ 
have me to do? Have I told anybody 
what Christ has done for me? Have 
I looked about me to see what needs 
exist? What are they? What will I do 
about them-’ (Your group may wish 
to plan a mission action project at this 
point ) Close with a period of silent 
prayer.

W hat planning must you do before the 
meeting?

1 Secure the items necessary for 
construction of the fruit-bearing in­
terest center

2 Prepare the interest center
3 Plan the introduction to the 

study
4 Enlist members to be responsible 

for the question-answer presentations 
of Mission Action Is Rooted Deeply," 
page 20. and The Tree Grows Strong." 
page 20

5 Enlist a person to he responsible 
for the presentation of the stories in
The Tree Bears Fruit." page 21

6 Plan the conclusion to the study

MEETING PLAN

Announcement of WMS projects and 

plans
Preview of general WMS study topic for 

next month (see Forecaster, p 35)
Information and discussion of mission 

action projects
Prayer for mission action projects
Group planning for next month
Study session (see pp 20 22)
Cail to Prayer

The Blessing of Missions to the World
Howard P. Colson

A STUDY of the extent to which the missionary enter- 
T* prise has brought economic gain and material pros­
perity to the world and the ways it has opened up 
mysterious lands and cultures to common knowledge 
would be interesting Missions have been an important 
factor in the expansion of human learning from the stand­
point of geographic exploration and the study of anthro­
pology alone The spiritual benefits which have come to 
humanity through missions will be considered in this 
study, however

In fairness, acknowledgment that the worldwide spread 
of the gospel has brought some benefits even to those 
who have not accepted Christ must be granted Certainly, 
however, the greatest blessings have come to persons of 
all lands and races who have found in Christ salvation 
from sin and the assurance of eternal life

The approach to this study and the topic headings are 
largely borrowed from the book Missions in the Plan of 
the Ages by William Owen Carver

1. The Fulfilment of All Right Religious Aspira­
tions. Acts 10; 14:8-18; 17:16-31

These three passages have several important elements 
in common They all tell of the presentation of the gospel 
to persons of pagan background Furthermore, all of 
these people were religious, though they expressed their 
religious beliefs and aspirations in different ways

Cornelius is specifically called a religious man; he and 
his whole family worshiped God and he prayed often 
i Acts 10 2 TEV) Doubtless he had been greatly influ­
enced by Judaism, and in that sense he had unconsciously 
been prepared to receive the message of Christ when it 
came

The people of Lystra, without such preparation, were

much devoted to their pagan gods. It was this very devo­
tion which Barnabas and Paul used as the starting point| 
for telling them about "the living God, which made heaven,’ 
and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein’’ 
(Acts 14:15).

The Athenians were also “very religious” (Acts 17:22 
ASV and RSV) (The clause in the King James Version, 
“ye are too superstitious," is acknowledged by all Bible 
scholars to be an inaccurate rendering ) The altar "to 
the unknown God" afforded Paul an excellent beginning 
place for preaching the gospel of the one true God and 
his Son Jesus Christ

The point to be particularly noted is that in all three 
instances the missionaries made their appeal to the reli­
gious ideals and aspirations of the persons in question. 
Cornelius had been longing for further spiritual light, and 
(hat fact made him ready to receive the message Peter 
brought The people of Lystra had been worshiping gods 
that were no gods, but Paul knew that back of their mis­
directed devotion there was a hunger for something better 
In the case of the Athenians, the apostle used their ac­
knowledgment that there may have been a God they did 
not know, to tell them of the true God who was near 
them even though they did not know him (Acts 17:27-28).

God created man a religious being He gave him the 
capacity for knowing his Creator He put within him 
spiritual longings which pagan gods and pagan worship 
can never satisfy As Augustine so aptly said in his 
famous prayer

"Thou hast made us for Thyself
And our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.” 

Multitudes of people in the world today have religious 
aspirations the answer to which is found in Christ alone. 
Missions mean the fulfilment of all right religious ideas 
and aspirations As Dr Carver has written in Missions 
in the Plan of the Ager "The missionary meets the men
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who are seeking God with the object of their search. Be­
fore every altar to ‘the unknown God,’ in temple or on 
hilltop, in heart or on hearthstone, the missionary is able 
to proclaim to the worshippers: ‘What ye worship in 
ignorance, this I set forth for you; the God that made the 
world and all things in it. . . ” (See Acts 17:23.) The 
“ethnic faiths” are the best answers of men to the religious 
longings of the human spirit, but they are not sufficient. 
God’s answer is found only in Christianity. Christ comes 
to the longing hearts of multitudrtThrough the missionary.

2. Deliverance from Religious Ignorance and 
Superstition. Isaiah 44:6-20 (compare ba. 
43:10-13)

The worship of false gods is one of the saddest results 
of spiritual ignorance and superstition. In this passage 
the prophet emphasizes the folly of worshiping idols. He 
declares God’s judgment on all polytheism.

Verses 6-8 in the Hebrew are poetry and are so printed 
in the Revised Standard Version. They speak of Israel’s 
God as the only God. The prophet represents the Lord 
as saying: “I am the first, and I am the last; and beside 
me there is no God" (v. 6). In verse 8, where the King 
James Version reads: “Is there a God beside me? yea, 
there is no God," the Hebrew says, “there is no Rock." 
Rock as a title of God stands for his permanence, his 
protection, and his strength. Certainly such a metaphor 
is very expressive and highly appropriate here. (For other 
passages where God is called a Rock, see Isa. 17:10 and 
Deut. 32:4, 15, 18.)

Another point to be noted is the reference in verse 8 
to the people of Israel as God’s witnesses. In previous 
studies, the fact that God chose his ancient people for a 
missionary purpose has been considered. He gave them 
a revelation of himself and expected them to share it with 
their idol-worshiping neighbors.

The heart of the message of verses 9-11 is the fact that 
the things idol worshipers delight in do not fulfil their needs

Verses 12-17 present a pathetic picture of idol-making. 
First comes a description of a frail man fashioning an idol 
of iron (v. 12). Next is an account of a carpenter taking 
a tree and making an idol of wood (w. 13-17). Note the 
uses to which he puts the tree. Part of it he uses for fuel 
to warm himself and cook his food; the rest he uses to 
make a god, to which he prays! What a picture that is 
of a religious spirit in religious bondage!

Verses 18-20 give the prophet's reaction to what he 
has just described. He says that idolaters are so lacking 
in discernment and so led astray by their deluded minds 
that they fail to recognize the contradiction involved in 
their conduct.

During World War II a ybung Japanese soldier was 
carrying about with him a small wooden idol in the hope 
that this would keep him from harm. One day he came to 
see how inconsistent this action was. As he expressed 

it: “I began to realize that what I needed wu Mt a pg 
that I had to take care of, but a God who could tita 
care of me.’’ Later he became a Christian believer.

The point is that missions bring to persons bound by 
spiritual ignorance and superstition the light of God’s 
truth. The Christ who died and rose again is able to 
deliver all those “who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:15).

3. The Only Hope of Salvation. Isaiah 45:20-15
The entire forty-fifth chapter of Isaiah is poetry. Verses 

20-25 are an invitation to the heathen to be saved by 
faith in the Lord. The speaker is the Lord himself. He 
calls on all living peoples to assemble themselves together 
to him; he declares that those who carry about their wooden 
idols “have no knowledge"; the god they pray to cannot 
save (v. 20). The Lord is the only God who can fulfil 
his prophecies. “And,” he says, "there is no God else 
beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside 
me" (v. 21).

On the basis of this exclusive claim, the Lord calls: 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth: for I am God, and there is none else’’ (v. 22). 
That, of course, is one of the greatest missionary texts 
in the Bible. It is followed by a great promise—actually, 
a divine oath—in which the true and living God solemnly 
swears that all nations shall acknowledge him (v. 23). 
That assertion would seem to be a clear prediction that the 
religion of Israel is to become the religion of the whole 
earth. Actually, however, the fulfilment is fouhd in the 
religion of Jesus Christ, which is the true culmination of 
Judaism. Christianity has become worldwide in scope 
and will yet win more persons to allegiance to its Lord. 
Quite significantly, the apostle Paul applies the latter part 
of verse 23 to Christ . “That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow . . . and that every tongue should con­
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father" (Phil 2:10-11).

The point that Israel's God is the only hope of salva­
tion for the peoples of the world is corroborated in verse 
24 “Only in the Lord ... are righteousness and strength" 
(RSV). And the passage closes on this highly triumphant 
note: “In Jehovah shall all the seed [offspring] of Israel 
be justified, and shall glory" (v. 25 ASV). As Dr. Carver 
declares, “ ‘Seed of Israel' can here be understood only 
in the Gospel sense." That is, “all the seed of Israel” 
includes persons from every nation and tribe whb find 
salvation in Christ.

The claim that in Christ alone is the hope of salvation 
has been decried as being too exclusive. But, as Dr. Carver 
has written, “Such a charge forgets God’s reason for this 
position." And he proceeds to quote two very significant 
Scripture passages: "If there had been a law given which 
could make alive, verily righteousness would have been 
of the law. But the scripture shut up all things under sin, 

that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given 
to them that believe" (Gal. 3:21-22 ASV) and ‘‘God 
hath shut up all unto disobedience, that he might have 
mercy upon all" (Rom. 11:32 ASV).

Missions bring to the world its greatest blessing be­
cause they offer mankind the only hope of salvation.

4. Light and Life and Peace. Luke 1:76-79
These verses are from the song of Zechariah, father 

of John the Baptist, as he rejoiced over the birth of his 
son. But the main person spoken of is not John but the 
Saviour, whose coming John would announce. Verses 
76-77 speak of John as going before the Lord “to prepare 
his ways; to give knowledge of salvation unto his people 
by the remission of their sins." Verses 78-79 state that 
the source of this unspeakable blessing is the tender mercy 
of God, and that a new day from God will dawn on be­
nighted men, “to give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace." The term “dayspring” in verse 78 is translated 
“the Dawn" by Moffatt and is a metaphor describing 
Christ as the bringer of light and life and peace.

The word life is not found in this passage, but in the 
physical world light is life-bringing. The same is true in 
the spiritual realm. And so it is appropriate that these 
three great words, so expressive of the meaning of Christ 
and his coming and so appropriate as a description of the 
blessing of missions to a dark and sin-cursed world, be 
considered together.

Christ as the light from God dispels the darkness of 
sin and spiritual ignorance. Jesus spoke of himself in 
these terms when he said: “I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life” (John 8:12). Through the mis­
sionary enterprise the life-giving light of the Saviodr is sent 
to all the world. Isaiah 9:2 finds its fulfilment when 
Christian missions penetrate the dark portions of the 
earth with the gospel of Jesus. Then truly it can be said: 
“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined.”

Life can also be thought of this way. Before Christ is 
received into the human heart, men are "dead in tres­
passes and sins" (Eph. 2:1), but Christ brings life. He 
not only is the bringer of life, he is “the life," even as he 
said (John 14:6). He came that men might have life 
and have it in abundance (John 10:10). This is the life 
that is life indeed. It is eternal life, God’s kind of life, 
life in fellowship with God, satisfying life, fruitful life, 
life that shall never end. This is what missions brings to 
men.

The word peace carries wonderful meaning—the absence 
of inner conflict, the ability to relax from the strifes and 
tensions of the world without and within. It includes the 
easing of a guilty conscience on the basis of divine for­

giveness. It is the “peace of God, which passeth all un­
derstanding" (Phil. 4:7). Such peace is available to men 
through Christ.

As Christian missions spread the good news of Jesus, 
they make possible to the world blessings which men can 
never find in any other way.

GUIDE----------------------
for Bible Study Groups

Hoyt R. Wilson
Bible material on pages 23-25 
may be studied in one to four ses­
sions.

Study Question: What blessings have 
missions brought to the world?

To Begin:
Ask members to mention coun­

tries achieving cultural progress as a 
result of Christian missions. List 
missions activities that forward 
cultural progress in each of these 
countries. Examples might include 
hospitals, schools, community cen­
ters. agricultural aid, and literacy 
programs.

1. The Fulfilment of All Right
Religious Aspirations. Acts 
10; 14:8-18; 17:16-31

Assign these questions for study 
to three study groups, for individual

►
MEETING PLAN

Calf to.Prayer
Group planning led by leader
Preview of general WMS meeting 

study topic for next month (see 
WMS Forecaster, p. 35)

Announcement of WMS projects and 

plans
Study session (see pp. 23-25)
Information and discussion of mis­

sion action projects
Prayer for community, state, home, 

and foreign missions
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study, or for use in study as one 
large group.

(1) Describe the people involved, 
the situation, and the place in each 
of the passages for study.

(2) What was the starting point 
of conversation in each passagtff*

(3) Do these experiences indi­
cate a need common to all men? 
What is it? (Man longs for God. God 
created man a religious being be­
cause man is made in the image of 
God.)

Read aloud the prayer phrase of 
Augustine found in Dr. Colson’s ma­
terial (p. 23).

2. Deliverance from Religious 
Ignorance and Supersti­
tion. Isaiah 44:6*20

Place this outline on the chalk­
board to guide the study.

(1) Descriptions of God
a. Complete—verse 6
b. Permanent—verse 8 (Read 
other passages where God is 
called a Rock: Isa. 17:10; 
Deut. 32:4. 15. 18 )

(2) Israel’s Task
God’s witnesses—verse 8 (Ex 
19:5-6 also speaks clearly of 
the task as a kingdom of

priests and a holy nation.)
<3) The Idol Worshipers

a. Their worship does no 
good—verses 9-11
b. The iron craftsman—verse 
12
c. The wood craftsman— 
verses 13-17
d. Not able to discern the 
truth—verses 18-20

3. The Only Hope of Salva­
tion. Isaiah 45:20-25

Write on the chalkboard the words 
One of the greatest missionary texts. 
Ask group members to read verse 22 
in unison.

In study of verses 23-25. review 
Dr. Colson’s comments on page 24 
and ask the group this question: 
Does this verse mean that the reli­
gion of Israel will become the reli­
gion of the whole world?

The actual fulfilment of this idea 
is found in the religion of Jesus 
Christ. Christianity is to become the 
religion of the earth. Lead group 
members to study Matthew 21. 
33-43 to see that a new nation, be­
lievers in Christ, becomes the new 
Israel

4. Light and Life and Peace. 
Luke 1:76-79

Read Luke 1 76-79 in unison 
Read the verses a second tune from

mle/i
The word is Contempo. Beginning with the October 

issue. Contempo will be the magazine for Baptist Young 
Women members (18 through 29 years of age)

Contempo contains study materials for general meet 
ings, current missions groups, and mission Bible study 
groups. Also included are supplemental helps for mis­
sion action. Round Table, and mission books groups 
The leader section of Contempo. Laser, is beamed 
directly at officers.

Besides all this, there’s reading with a mission slant, 
pages of fashion and fun, and features designed to meet 
special needs of young adults 

a modem speech translation such as 
Today’s English Version.

After discussion of these verses, 
ask members to comment on the 
three words Dr. Colson used to ex­
press the effect Christ has on a be­
liever’s life (p. 25). Ask that the 
response from each group member 
be a statement or Scripture passage 
that relates to each of these words. 
Mention the words one at a time 
and get a response from each group 
member before going on to the next 
word. The three words are light, 
life, and peace. Dr. Colson lists 
many statements that may actually 
come from the group. Include those 
which the group may leave out.

In review, restate the study ques­
tion. Ask group members to name 
blessings that have come to people 
of the world as a result of missions. 
Recall cultural blessings mentioned 
in the introduction. Be sure the fol­
lowing blessings are recalled.

(1 ) The message of Christian 
missions fulfils the religious longings 
of people throughout the world.

(2) It delivers people from reli­
gious superstition.

(3) It provides the only hope 
for men

(4) It provides light, life, and 
peace to the Christian believer.

If you are in the 18-29 age range and your ROYAL 
SERVICE subscription expires before the October issue, 
wait for a renewal notice and indicate you want Con­
tempo. If your subscription expires after the October 
issue and you wish your "due" issues to be Contempo. 
tear your name label off ROYAL SERVICE, attach it to 
a memo saying "Change to Contempo." and mail these 
before August 1 to Woman's Missionary Union, 600 
North Twentieth Street, Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
Send $1.50 for each new subscription to Contempo, 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 600 North Twentieth Street, 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 (Alabama subscribers 
add necessary sales tax)

That Indispensable 
Ingredient

Shirley Forsen

INHERENT within every man is faith. The influences on 
his life mold and motivate this faith. Everyone has to 

decide, however, to whom he is going to give supreme allegi­
ance.
Sub-Thf.me 3: Man’s destiny is shaped by the faith to which 

he subscribes.

Books to read and discuss:
Gandhi. Geoffrey Ashe, Stein and Day. $8.95
de Gaulle. Aidan Crawley. The Bobbs-Merrill Co.. Inc .

$10.00
Dag Hammarskjold: The Statesman and His Faith. Henry

P. Van Dusen, Harper & Row. $4 95
(Books are available from Baptist Book Store.)

Discussion of Sub-Theme
The biography of Gandhi is a biography of a man who 

completely dedicated himself to his convictions As a result 
of this dedication, he walked hundreds of miles, went to jail 
joyously, fasted to the extent of harming his health, and even 
endorsed poverty as a way of life He finally was assassinated 
for his beliefs.

As a young lawyer. Gandhi had been very definitely in­
fluenced by a number of writings which confirmed his own 
convictions In Tolstoy’s The Kingdom of God Is Within 
You. he read Christ’s words, "resist not evil" which stirred 
him to renounce all force. In the same book, he read "There 
is one and only one thing in life in which it is granted man to 
be free, and over which he has full control That one 
thing is to perceive the truth and profess it." To Gandhi, 
truth and God were one

Gandhi translated this principle into action as he led opposi­
tion to the salt tax In such a hot climate salt was necessary 
to the diet, but the tax made buying it impossible for the poor 
Gandhi, with thousands of others, marched 241 miles to Dandi 
where the salt water leaves a layer of salt Their scooping up 
the salt would be an indication for others to refuse to pay the 
tax and make salt for themselves The results were that many 
lost their lives and a hundred thousand were put into prison 
The government finally negotiated with Gandhi

Dedicated to the maxim that "the good of the individual is 
contained in the good of all," Gandhi found an Ashram where 
people of all ages, castes, economic backgrounds, and religions 
lived and worked He firmly believed that any group of peo­
ple could live m unity and mutural respect

ROUND table groups
Prepared each month to furnish additional curricu­
lum choices, this page is a supplement to the Round 
Table Group Guide.

In addition, he advocated the “life of labor is the life worth 
living." He himself took up spinning and wore the khadi 
which was made from the wheel and the loom.

Gandhi, a quiet, shy individual, became one of the most 
dynamic people in India. Speaking quietly, he moved men to 
give their lives for human rights.

Charles de Gaulle's faith, like his parents’ faith, was in 
France, God’s chosen country. They believed that France 
would once again become a powerful leader among European 
nations. De Gaulle also believed that through his leadership 
alone would France become stable, unified, and the com­
mander in chief of the Continent.

Being greatly infuenced by the play L'Aiglon. he decided that 
he could best serve his country by becoming a soldier. In time, . 
he became Commander in Chief of all the armies. After being | 
made Commander in Chief, de Gaulle worked secretly to take 
over the whole French administration. He was able to do this 
because many saw him as the only man capable of restoring 
order. Making brilliant use of the Assembly, he used them to 
support him and his movement in France. On D Day, a 
general uprising over France took place according to his 
orders. He was proclaimed liberator in Paris; the Presidency 
was only months away.

As President, de Gaulle was true to his vision. Under his 
leadership. France arose to her usual place of honor amopg 
the nations.

Dag Hammarskjold looked more to God than to himself 
for meaning to life and for working out humanity's problems. 
One of his basic beliefs was that God definitely influenced 
human life and was actively working in the lives of men who 
surrendered their lives to him Early in 1953, Hammarskjold 
records that he said "yes" to someone whom he later identified 
as God. the Father of Jesus Christ When he was asked later 
in the year to be Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
he accepted because God had called him to the task. This was 
the vocation for which he had been prepared. Hammarskjold 
strongly believed that he was being used by God to reconcile 
Israel and Egypt in the Suez Canal crisis

Another basic conviction of Hammarskjold was that "no 
life was more satisfactory than one of selfless service to your 
country—or humanity " As an international public servant, 
he could listen to representatives from opposing countries, 
sum up the facts, and then give an impartial decision To 
Hammarskjold. serving others was the only way to find joy 
or significance tn life

Approach to Study
Compare the environments, the influences, the personalities, 

and the beliefs of Gandhi, de Gaulle, and Hammarskjold. 
Then answer the following questions:

How did their faiths determine their destinies?
What can we learn from the lives of these men?
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PRAYER GROUPS

God LoVes Them Too

Elene Stone

LAST fall Associated Press reported 
the discovery in a remote jungle in 

Colombia of a tribe which, according 
to an expert on South American In­
dians, seemed to be living in the Stone 
Age and speaking an unknown lan­
guage. A fur trader went into the 
swamp and jungle area near the Brazil- 
Peru border seeking jaguar, deer, and 
monkey pelts. He came upon a village 
of about two hundred Indians living 
in one huge maloca or conical hut. 
Stone ax heads were found in the vil- 
iM*. and tree stumps appeared to have 
been cut with crude tools, leading to 
the speculation that the tribe was still 
living in the Stone Age.

It was impossible to communicate 
with the Indians in any of more than 
fifteen Amazonian languages. Dr. Rob­
ert L. Carneiro, curator of South 
American ethnology at the American 
Museum of Natural History, believes 
it is possible that the Indians are sur­
vivors of the Yuri, a tribe from the 
area thought to have become extinct 
sixty years ago.

For many years Baptists in Aus­
tralia have promoted a ministry among 
the Aborigines on that continent. These 
primitive people have been gathered 
into settlements. Within the past year 
they have been granted citizenship by 
the government, which spends a great 
deal of money to provide food, bous­
ing, and education for them. The 
Aborigines have opportunity to earn 
moderate wages. Medical services are 
included in the government provisions.

Australian Baptists have assumed

the responsibility and privilege of car­
ing for the spiritual needs of the Abor­
igines. A pastor told a gathering of 
Australian Baptist women last year 
that since the Aborigines were granted 
full citizenship two specific problems 
have arisen among them. (I) The con­
sumption of liquor is increasing. The 
Aborigines were not allowed to have 
liquor on the settlements until full citi­
zenship was granted. Now they can 
buy as much as they can afford, and 
the area is flooded with alcohol. (2) 
Gambling is widespread. It was re­
ported. as a typical example, that an 
Aborigine received a compensation of 
several hundred dollars from the gov­
ernment when he lost a finger He 
gambled the money and lost all of it

Aborigine children attend school, 
but most of them drop out after they 
reach the sixth grade and are caught 
up in tribal life, forgetting what they 
have learned.

The Australian Baptist reports that 
the number of Christians among the 
Aborigines is growing.

Experiencing Prayer
Thank your Heavenly Father for 

all of those who taught you about Jesus 
and encouraged you to become a 
Christian.

Pray that God will reveal to some 
individual or group of Christians a 
means of successfully communicating 
with the tribe of Indians discovered 
by the fur trader in South America 
Pray that communication will be 
opened with other people in remote 
places who. have not had the privilege

of bearing the m—agi of Chrht
Aik God to protect and guide th« 

who make effort! toward comm«ic»- 
tion and association with these 
tives.

Pray for illiterates among the Abor- 
igines in Australia, some of wbea 
know and love the Lord. Ask him to 
provide them with Christian teachers 
who are capable, patient, and willing

Pray that the Aborigine children 
who attend school for such a brief time 
will retain what they learn and that 
their knowledge will help them and 
their families to enjoy full and useful 
lives.

Pray that parents of these children 
will become increasingly aware of the 
importance of education and that they 
will encourage the young Aborigines 
to attend school and absorb all the 
knowledge that they can.

Pray that born again Aborigines will 
be strong witnesses for Christ among 
their people.

Ask God to help the white govern­
ment officials who deal with the Abor­
igines to encourage high moral stand­
ards. Ask him to forgive those who 
have been stumbling blocks to their 
primitive friends.

Pray for cooperation between mis­
sionaries and government officials as 
they attempt to provide a better way 
of life for the Aborigines.

Thank the Lord for Australian Bap­
tist concern for and ministry to the 
Aborigines and ask his continuing 
blessing upon their efforts. Pray for 
an abundant harvest in this field which 
is “white unto harvest."

Ask God to send his messengers to 
these unique and special groups and 
to others—some in remote jungle 
areas, others mingled among the teem­
ing millions who rub shoulders with 
each other in day-to-day routines of 
work and social activity.

Prayer Possibflitiea
Watch newspapers and magazines 

for stories and news items about other 
unique and special groups of God’s 
children with special needs.

Consider people who travel with 
circuses and carnivals, long-distance 
truck drivers, inmates of various kinds 
of institutions and those who are re­
sponsible for caring for them, those 
whose work each day is done in the 
face of constant danger

MISSION ACTION

Persons in Crisis

Judy Holley

THIS is the first in a four-month series of directed individual 
studies designed to prepare mission action participants to 

deal with persons in crisis. Each month an individual study 
guide will be given for two chapters of R. Lofton Hudson's 
Persons in Crisis ($1.50 from Baptist Book Store).

Chapter One When Things Are at Their Worst
As you read, look for:

Basic biblical teachings on helping others in crisis
Five elements of crisis and |he explanation of each
Five explanations of applying faith
Three positive approaches to helping people in crisis.

Hudson's survey of basic biblical teachings shows that every 
person should rise to the occasion when a crisis situation 
occurs. True concern for persons may be indicated by the 
number of persons in crisis situations helped in the past two 
weeks. Count the number of persons who you knew were in 
crisis situations during this period. How many did you help? 
Count the ways that you helped Hudson lists some positive 
approaches to helping people in crisis. Check the ones you 
included:

I helped in a spontaneous, natural, and sincere way. trust­
ing the Holy Spirit to instruct me in what to say

_ I stood shoulder to shoulder with the person and looked 
at his alternatives.

. I assisted in "first aid" (contacted physician, attorney, 
minister, helping agency)
I arranged for continuing, supportive Christian fellowship
Do you know persons who need help now’’ Describe their 

situations List the steps you could take to assist them in 
meaningful ways.
Chapter Two Unmarried Parents and Embarrassed 

In-Laws
As you read, look for:

Possible effects of the situation on the unwed mother, father, 
and child

Possible reactions of relatives and the church
Primary concern in dealing with the couple
Multiple approach the churches needs to take

The Christian ideal maintains that sex belongs in marriage 
and not outside Nevertheless, when this ideal is not mam 
tamed. Christian ways must be used in response to the persons 
and problems involved John 8 1-11 contains some biblical 
guidelines for dealing with unmarried parents Did Jesus con 
demn the woman? What did he say to her accusers9

Appearing each mA, 0* h far *• to- 
AvHmI pMrticiputiBg ta * lUtekM MtkNi grevp Mf 
gagtag hi a mlssiou action project.

Discovery of pregnancy out of wedlock creates an immedi­
ate crisis situation. Recall the effects on and reactions of the 
(1) unwed mother, (2) unwed father, and (3) parents of the 
couple. Based on these effects and reactions, determine the 
immediate needs of these persons. Remember the primary 
concern is the health, usefulness, and happiness of the couple 
and of the offspring. What opportunities does this give Chris­
tians?

Hudson criticizes the hush-hush attitude toward pregnancy 
out of wedlock. Why? He considers status-minded parents 
primarily responsible for this attitude. Why does he connect 
hypocrisy with this attitude?

Shotgun weddings characterized the past because they were 
considered the honorable action. When would refusing to 
marry be the honorable thing? In answering, consider how 
a loveless marriage affects the personhood and total life of 
the marriage partners. How would it affect the child? What 
life-long effects would immature parents have on the child?

With all the serious disadvantages of forced marriages, wtjy 
do they take place? For whose sake? What implications do 
your answers have for mission action? Name three definite 
things you could do to help family members and the couple 
to overcome their frustration and emotional strain.

Some churches are providing exchange homes with other 
congregations in distant cities for unwed mothers during the 
last months of pregnancy. What unique contributions can 
Christians make to the girls through this personal involvement?

The multiple approach recommended for churches has 
three parts. (1) offering guidelines for premarital sexual be­
havior, (2) standing firm on the correlation of love and sex­
uality. and (3) helping those already enmeshed in tragedy to 
find the paths of forgiveness and renewal. Is your church 
working actively on each approach? If not. what action can 
you take to promote their inclusion in your church program?

Additional resources:
"An Unwed Mother Gives Up Her Baby." Life. June 14, 

1968
"School Continues for Pregnant Teenagers," American Edu­

cation. December 1968
For further information on programs for pregnant teen­

agers, write to Dr Charles P. Gershenson. The Children’s 
Bureau. 330 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D C. 
20201. or Miss Marion Howard. Room 505, 1145 Nineteenth 
Street. N W . Washington, D C. 20036.
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THREE
CONFLICTING
PARABLES
BETTY JO CORUM

Order from
Woman's Missionary Union, 
600 North Twentieth Street.
Birmingham. Alabama 35203, 
or Baptist Book Store 
Price 25 cents

W7ELL, that’s the way I see it. 
’’ And I don’t.

And with those pronouncements the group polarized.
The leader took sides
and let the meeting go past its time.
When the group members left
they were anxious and upset
and during the week there were many
phone calls
except not to the leader.

rpHAT certainly is the way I’d do it.
A And it sounds impracticable to me.
And with that the group members paired and talked
The leader listened
and in a few minutes she said
1 believe we've had time to share and 
reach a conclusion.
Will someone state her opinion?
A decision was reached
and the group members lift satisfied
They had done something
And the leader knew it, too.

T SIMPLY don’t believe it. 
x I can’t see it any other way.
And with that some members withdrew and sat silently 
with arms folded
Others continued to talk
and directly the leader stated their case as hers 
and moved on.
The silent ones left vowing never to come again 
If their opinion wasn't needed, they had no place 
The leader went home and told her husband. 
We had an excellent meeting today— 
Not a single difference of opinion.

EACH leader
went home satisfied.
Which one was the democratic leader?

When messengers from Baptist churches met in Augusta, 
Georgia. May 8, 1845 to form the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, they were united by a common purpose. Spelled out in 
the preamble to the Southern Baptist Convention constitution, 
this purpose continues to unite the Convention today. The 
Convention was formed “for the purpose of carrying into 
effect the benevolent intention of our constituents by orga­
nizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and directing the 
energies of the denomination for the propagation of the 
gospel " Baptists, desiring to do good for others, planned for 
an organization that would help them multiply their possi­
bilities of spreading the gospel from one person to another 
This multiplication would occur because Baptists produced 
through a Convention a way to draw out energy, combine 
forces, and direct energy for the greatest possible success

Formed to represent the wishes of churches, the Southern 
Baptist Convention despite its mushrooming size continues to 
represent the wishes of churches Southern Baptist approach 
to the demands of the seventies is only one example of this 
fact In 1964 the Executive Committee recommended to the 
Convention meeting in Atlantic City that the churches and 
their members be involved in broadening denominational 
planning. A three-phase plan extending over five years was pro­
posed to develop a basic Convention-emphasis plan for the 
years following 1969

In Phase I forty-one church-related study groups gathered 
information from church members and leaders using the fol­
lowing questions What are the proper areas of work of the 
Church'* How are these areas of work related to churches, 
associations, state conventions, and SBC agencies'* What are 
the unlimited possibilities for each area of work9 How does 
what the churches are doing compare with what they could 
do in reaching the unlimited possibilities in each area9 What 
goals should be set for accomplishment in each area?

Statements were formulated to reflect the results of these 
studies and were circulated to over six thousand persons not 
involved in the study groups for continued discussion A ques­
tionnaire was then prepared and circulated to all associations 
and stale conventions Next, a questionnaire was sent to 
sample churches to find out what churches were doing in the 
areas of work described.

A background study of the Bible was made in each of the 
areas of work described and a study of life in the 1970 s was 
made From these two studies a list of unlimited possibilities 
for the seventies was developed.

In Phase II the ’70 Onward Advisory Planning Committee 
studied the findings of Phase I studies and developed the Con­
vention emphasis for '70 Onward The Executive Committee 
brought the recommendation to the Convention meeting in

KALEIDOSCOPE

Miami Beach in 1967. Spanning the years October 1, 1969 
to September 30, 1979. the '70 Onward Emphasis was divided 
into two phases: one of four years, and one of six years. The 
central theme for the decade is based on living creatively the 
spirit of Christ.

In Phase III the ’70 Onward Advisory Planning Committee 
requested a resource book that would set out the major op­
portunities confronting churches in the seventies. The 70's: 
Opportunities for Your Church ($2.50 from Baptist Book 
Store) is that book.

As a part of the 125th Anniversary celebration, Broadman 
Press will release May 15 a specially written history of the 
Foreign Mission Board Advance A History of Southern Bap­
tist Foreign Missions is by Baker J. Cauthen et al. Available 
from your Baptist Book Store, the history sells for $4.95. A 
history of the Home Mission Board, Mission to America: A 
Century and a Quarter of Southern Baptist Home Missions by 
Arthur B Rutledge ($5.95 from Baptist Book Store) was re­
leased earlier. Prepared by the Foreign Mission Board, a 
revised edition of the Missionary Album will be available April 
I in Baptist Book Store for $3.95.

Baptist Heritage Week which follows Religious Liberty Sun­
day. June 14, 1970, offers an opportunity to emphasize 
Southern Baptist missions heritage Perhaps your WMS might 
wish to celebrate Baptist Heritage Week and the 125th Anni­
versary of the Southern Baptist Convention by presenting your 
church library framed pictures from the Heroes of Baptist 
Missions series available for $1 00 from Woman's Missionary 
Union. 6(X) North Twentieth Street, Birmingham, Alabama 
35203

See cover 3 for more information

WMU Annual Meeting
Denver, Colorado
May 31-June 1

WMU Conference
Glorieta, New Mexico
July 30-August 5

WMU Conference
Ridgecrest, North Carolina 
August 13-19

World Missions Conference
Glorieta. New Mexico
July 23-29
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4 BASIC and vital requirement for 
growth is the right and oppor­

tunity for discussion. When discussion 
is genuine—when all persons engaged 
in discussion are expressing their true 
feelings and hearing the true feelings 
expressed by others—barriers are re­
moved and understanding exists. Gen­
uine or authentic discussion then is 
prerequisite to the propagation^ the 
gospel.

In his book Winds of Change.

Gerald B. Palmer, secretary, Depart­
ment of Language Missions, Home 
Mission Board, talks of barriers. “Lan­
guage missions has as its special ob­
jective the crossing of the barriers 
that hinder people from hearing the 
gospel. These may be natural barriers 
or they may be barriers erected in the 
minds of people. Only as these bar­
riers are crossed will the gospel flow 
freely to all people.” Palmer further 
catalogs these barriers. There are bar­
riers of attitude such as prejudice, 
lack of knowledge on the part of 
Southern Baptists, preoccupation of 
churches with their own needs, and 
indifference. Barriers of circumstance 
are social, economic, and geographic. 
Barriers of religion, language, and cul­
tural patterns conclude Palmer’s list.

While these barriers are in action 
in language missions, they also exist 
whenever any group of women re­
sponds to the urgency of mission 
action. In each case free, open, gen­
uine discussion provides the growth 
leading to reconciliation with Christ.

Notice the progress of discussion 
in the ministry of Highland Avenue 
Baptist Church It all began with a 
letter. Then followed months of Eng­
lish study, breaking the language bar­
rier and establishing freedom for the 
women to request Bible study ses­
sions Gradually genuine discussion

emerged as the barriers ot relifk^ 
and cultural patterns were dhaoh<

Certain barriers had to be raaoM 
in the life of Kikue Yama before rift 
could experience newness in Christ 
Her pilgrimage in discussion bepa 
with the curiosity she had about her 
daughter's interest in this new «- 
ligion. Baptist women answered her 
need with Bible discussions. Her 
daughter continued to express her 
faith, while classmates at Wheaton 
prayed. A giant tide of discussion 
moved Kikue Yama to break the cul­
tural and religious patterns of her 
past in order to fulfil the dictates of 
the growth she experienced as she 
heard new sounds.

Certainly there are barriers that 
must be overcome before nonreaders 
begin to read. Certain attitudes must 
be changed; nonreaders must believe 
that they can learn and lose the self­
consciousness they feel in trying.

On the other side of church-world 
dialogue, barriers must also be crossed. 
After WMS members become knowl- 
edgable concerning the needs of the 
world, they must often purge them­
selves of prejudices preventing minis­
try Somehow preoccupation with 
their own needs must be lessened so 
that indifference can be denied. Not 
every church will have Mrs. Gin who 
actually asked for a ministry to her 
special need Yet persons of special 
need are all about, and the practiced 
car can testify that they call loudly 
in their own ways. Hearing and con­
tinuing the discussion is an opportu­
nity open to WMS members through 
mission action.

This month Royal Service begins 
a four-month series of directed in­
dividual studies designed to prepare 
WMS members to initiate discussion 
with persons in crisis (see p 29). 
Royal Service urges you to become 
involved in a deeper level of discus­
sion with the world in which you live.

ictiut
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MARGARET BRUCE

Recently the suggestion was made to a WMS president 
that she visit a nearby Woman's Missionary Society to 
see how that society carries on its work. You may want 
to select a church which is similar to yours and ask the 
WMS president if you may attend one of her meetings. 
If she agrees, decide upon a date and after the meeting 
the two of you may want to lunch together and share 
ideas of how each of you do the work of your Woman's 
Missionary Society.

If you learn of societies that are doing outstanding 
mission study and mission action, encourage your chair­
men to visit these organizations. Or invite the chairmen 
of these societies to come and tell your leaders of their 
work Much can be learned by observing the work of 
others.

Building Attendance
One of the most important ways to build WMS at­

tendance is to build interesting and informative meetings 
The study chairman and missions group leaders must be 
encouraged to give time and effort to making each meet­
ing a worthwhile experience. This requires choosing an 
aim. studying, planning, making assignments, involving 
members, having variety in meetings, and evaluating results

Help WMS officers recognize the necessity of using 
these basics in building attendance at general and group 
meetings

Is there a Sunbeam Nursery in your church9 If not. 
this may be one reason some mothers have not attended 
WMS meetings. Talk with the WMU director in your 
church and make plans for Mission Friends organizations 
to begin October 1970 Mission Friends Leader Manual 
Mt') provides information necessary to organize Mis­
sion Friends organizations.

One Quarter Left
Only one quarter is left in the 1969-70 WML year 

This last quarter should be three months of looking back­
ward and looking forward Review the work of the past 
nine months What can be done to improve the organiza­

tion's work? Will your WMS be Merit, Advanced, or 
Distinguished WMS? What needs to be done to prepare 
for the 1970-71 year? Study again pages 2-9 in April 
Royal Service and be sure that your organization is 
ready for the new look beginning October 1970.

Take a Ixx)k
Have you seen or studied the new Baptist Women 

Leader Manual (75$*)? If not, order one immediately 
and take a look at it The new Teaching Guide will be 
most helpful to teachers of the Manual. If you are plan­
ning to teach the Manual, you will need the Teaching 
Guide, Baptist Women Leader Manual (50$’).

Family Missions Guide (available after July 1; $1.00*) 
is another new item which you will want to look at. You 
will also encourage every WMS member who has a family 
to use the guide and to lead her family in the study and 
support of missions through praying, giving, and serving.
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Glorieta-Ridgecrest
The WMU conferences to be held at Glorieta and 

Ridgecrest this summer will be of special interest to of­
ficers being elected to serve during 1970-71. Each of the 
new WMU manuals will be taught and for each officer 
in Baptist Women and Baptist Young Women there will 
be a conference dealing with specific duties.

The conference dates are:
July 30-August 5 WMU Conference Glorieta
August 13-19 WMU inference Ridgecrest
For reservations and rates write to RESERVATIONS, 

Glorieta Baptist Assembly, Glorieta, New Mexico 87535, 
or RESERVATIONS, Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, Ridge­
crest, North Carolina 28770.

irntn rhairnwn
Assisting Group Leaders

Often WMS study chairmen or activity chairmen ask 
the meaning of one of their duties, “Confer with . . 
group leaders; assist them in their work."

It is easy to understand why WMS chairmen need to 
confer with group leaders. For in this way they learn 
how they may assist mission study, mission prayer, and 
mission action group leaders with their work As the 
chairmen talk with group leaders they discover the needs 
of group leaders and members. Meeting these needs pro­
vides direction for assisting group leaders These needs 
may include:

1. A better understanding of the group's purposes and 
processes

2. Leader and member training
3. Member involvement in planning and conducting 

group work
4. An introduction to group resources
5. Experience in reporting and evaluating group's work
6. Suggestions for enlisting prospects.
WMS chairmen have opportunities to assist group lead­

ers with these and other needs as they confer with them 
regularly. Usually WMS chairmen meet with group lead­
ers just before the WMS executive committee meeting

When the WMS study chairman meets with the mission 
study group leaders and the WMS activity chairman meets 
with mission action and mission prayer group leaders the 
chairmen collect the monthly reports from group leaders 
The reports and the discussions with the group leaders 
enable WMS chairmen to know what assistance their group 
leaders need.

Study Chairman

Using Free Materials
Are you aware of the vast

available from our Home and
amount of free materials 
Foreign Mission Boards?

While these resources are free, they should be used with 
care and filed after each use.

Some of the materials which may be ordered are:

Foreign Missions
1. General items such as audiovisual listing, map- 

Southern Baptist Missions Around the World, Yours 
to Tell the Story (literature listing)

2. Country pamphlets and maps
3. Missionary personnel pamphlets
Order from: Foreign Mission Board 

Literature Distribution 
P. O. Box 6597 
Richmond, Virginia 23230

Home Missions
1. General items such as visual aids listing, personnel 

directory, map
2. Tracts regarding evangelism and missions areas of 

work
3. Tracts regarding associational missions work
Order from: Division of Communications

Home Mission Board
1350 Spring Street, N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30309

The Commission is the Foreign Mission Board's month­
ly publication; $1.50 for a year, $2.75 for two years, 
$3.50 for three years.8

Home Missions is the Home Mission Board’s monthly 
publication; $1.00 for a year, $2 00 for three years.4

Activity Chairman

Mission Vacation Bible Schools
June is a good month for conducting mission Vaca­

tion Bible Schools. You may want to plan for this minis­
try and witness for your WMS if there is a need for it 
in your area. Persons involved in mission action groups 
within your society may know of areas where such schools 
are needed Page 65 of the Mission Action Projects Guide 
($1.00*) gives the following steps in planning for a mis­
sion Vacation Bible School. You will want to read the 
full description of each step in the guide.

1 Locate areas where mission Vacation Bible Schools 
are needed

2. Make plans for a meeting place for the mission 
Vacation Bible School

3. Enlist the faculty
4 Provide materials
5. Give extensive publicity
6 Provide the best of everything for the mission Vaca­

tion Bible School
If there are agricultural migrants in your area, there 

is doubtless a need for a school for children of the migrant 
workers. On pages 21-26 of the Mission Action Projects 
Guide there are suggestions of other mission action projects 
which may be needed among agricultifral migrants

Varying Use of Call to Prayer
In planning for the call to prayer period at your June 

WMS meeting, you may want to begin by using an illus­
tration in the WMS Member Handbook—Changes and 
Choices (25<‘) page 27.

Emphasize the four ways suggested by Mrs. Tyler that 
WMS members can further the cause of Christ through 
intercession.

1. In sending forth laborers
2. In providing equipment
3. In protecting the missionaries
4. And in bringing the harvest of souls.
Just before calling the names of missionaries listed in 

Call to Prayer you may want to use the words of 1 
Samuel 12:23: "God forbid that I should sin against the 
Lord in ceasing to pray for you.”

fi im //row// Ivathrx
Preview July WMS Study Topic

To encourage attendance at the July general WMS 
meeting, preview the study topic for that month. The topic 
is “Home Missions in Mexico." You may want to cut 
out a sombrero (see illustration) and print the following 
on it to give to each group member:

What is your
(IQ) regarding

"Home Missions in Mexico"?
Increase your knowledge at the
July WMS meeting
(time --------------------- place ---------------------)

Planning Group Meetings
Group leaders are to involve group members in planning 

group meetings and in planning the related activities which 
the group has to do. The kind of work a group does is 
determined largely by the kind of planning group mem­
bers do. One of your primary tasks as a missions group 
leader is to motivate group members to work toward 
attaining their goals of learning, praying, giving, and serv­
ing. One definition of motivation is that it is “the process 
of activating, directing, and maintaining interest in activi­
ties which lead to the achievement of a goal.”

You may feel that this is a task too big for you and 
it is. But remember the Christian leader has access to a 
source of power which other leaders do not have. “For it 
is God Himself whose power creates within you both the 
desire and the power to execute His gracious will” (Phil. 
2:13 Weymouth).

Depend upon the dynamic work of the Holy Spirit to 
motivate and guide you and your group members in plan­
ning and carrying out the plans of your mission study or 
mission action or mission prayer group.

Are There Dropouts?
Are there dropouts or absentees in your missions group? 

If so, why9 Take a long hard look at your group. Are 
your meetings dull and uninteresting9 Is your group ful­
filling its purpose? What plans do you have for reaching 
absentees and dropouts?

1. Pray for each member of the group.
2 Make plans to improve group meetings and other 

activities.
3. Contact absentees and dropouts and share group 

plans.
4 Seek to involve all members in group planning and 

in carrying out the group’s plans

Mission Study Group leader

Methods for Group Learning
In the book Guiding Adults by James D Williams 

($1 25s) the mission study group leader will find chapter 
four helpful in choosing methods to use with specified 
study aims Twenty-five different methods are discussed 
in the chapter and are grouped according to the desired 
outcomes or aims such as (1) cognitive or knowledge out­
comes. (2) affective or attitudinal outcomes, (3) action 
or skill outcomes, and (4) a combination of outcomes.

It is possible that you have used all of the methods dis-
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cussed in the chapter. But the chapter will be especially 
helpful to you since the writer points up the group leader’s 
responsibilities in the use of each method and the respon­
sibilities of group members.

Encourage Individual Study
Are members of your group aware of the missions in­

formation in Royal Service each month? Do you en­
courage them to read the artirtBs which can give them 
an understanding of Baptist missions work around the 
world? Members of study groups will find supplementary 
material in the magazine which can be used in connection 
with their group study resources each month.

Mission Action Group Leader

Ministering and Witnessing Skilfully
“A mission action group is not only concerned with 

’doing something' but also with the quality of the work 
which is done." This statement from the mission action 
group guides ($1.00 each1) points up the in-service train­
ing designed to help group members minister and witness 
skilfully In-service training is conducted at group meet­
ings as a group recognizes its need for additional under­
standing and skills.

In each of the mission action group guides there is a 
section called In-service Training Actions. This section 
contains suggested subjects, content, and learning pro­
cedures for in-service training. In most cases this training 
involves such subjects as Learning to Care. Learning to 
Listen. Understanding the Person(s) with Whom You 
Work, Understanding the Religious Beliefs of Others. 
Relating Effectively to Community Agencies. Learning 
How to Witness Effectively, and Learning from Jesus' 
Ministry.

Each group guide lists resources for in-service training 
The following books will also help you understand the 
age group with which you work:

Understanding Adults. Lucien E. Coleman. Jr ($ 1.25 s)
Understanding Youth. T. Garvice and Dorothy Russell

Murphree ($ 1.25s)
Understanding Children. Marjorie Stith ($1 25s)
Understanding Preschoolers. Ann Hitchcock Gilliland

($ 1.25s)

Prayer Group Leader

You may want to ask each group member to answer roll 
call this month by quoting a verse of Scripture showing 
the importance of intercessory prayer. Some of these 
verses are given on pages 18 and 19 of the Prayer Group 
Guide ($1.00*). Members will know others which they 
can use.
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Prayer group members should be reminded often otto 
primary purpose of their group which is intercessory pray* 
or prayer for missions and missionaries. 2 Themtlrmi^j 
3:1 is an excellent example of intercessory prayer: » 
pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have fm 
course and be glorified. . . Other translations mad;

. . may spread rapidly” (The Twentieth Century New 
Testament); . . may continue to spread” (William*); 
and “. . . may go forward unhindered” (Phillips).

To vary the prayer group’s experience this month you 
may want to ask those who correspond with missionary 
friends to share one of their letters with the group. Or 
you may choose to use some of the statements of mis­
sionaries regarding answers to prayer. You will find some 
of these on pages 20-21 of the Prayer Group Guide.

See page 28 for prayer requests, and contact other mis­
sions group leaders to see if they have prayer requests.

tnnx director
WMS Achievement Guide

Since there is only one more quarter in the 1969-70 
WMU year, you will lead WMS presidents to evaluate 
the work of their organizations. Ask each one to bring 
her WMU Year Book 1969-70 (35tf’) to the June meet­
ing of the WMS committee.

Check closely the progress each society is making to­
ward Merit, Advanced, or Distinguished Achievement 
Recognition. Look at the WMS Achievement Guide, pages 
38-39 of the WMU Year Book 1969-70. Look also at 
pages 50-54 of the Year Book

Has each society earned out the plans made on these 
pages at the WMU annual planning last fall? There are 
still three months before a new WMU year begins. Urge 
WMS presidents to lead their officers in overcoming or­
ganization weaknesses discovered by this long, hard look 
at the WMS Achievement Guide.

Sources of Materials 
Listed in WMS Forecaster

'Available from Woman's Missionary Union. 600 North 
Twentieth Street. Birmingham, Alabama 35203. or Bap­
tist Book Store

■Available from Woman s Missionary Union only
’Available from Foreign Mission Board, P.O Box 6597, 
Richmond, Virginia 23230.

’Available from Home Mission Board. 1350 Spring Street, 
N W., Atlanta, Georgia 30309.

"Available from Baptist Book Store oaly



opportunities as the WMU Confer­
ence at Glorieta. Urge your leaders 
to take advantage of these wonderful 
opportunities.
Ia«vidu*l Achievement Plans

Forward Steps and Citation, indi­
vidual achievement plans for GAs 
and YWAs, have beqn meaningful to 
many girls as they have worked and 
attained recognition for achievement

Knowing the value of individual 
achievement. Woman's Missionary 
Union is offering new and improved 
achievement plans for Acteens (ages 
12-17) and Girls in Action (ages fi­
ll).

The individual achievement plan 
for Acteens is called Studiact. The 
name of the plan indicates what the 
girls will do study-action There are 
four levels of achievement in Studi­
act. They are

Queen
Queen with a Scepter
Queen Regent
Queen Regent in Service

Service Aide, an additional level in 
Studiact. is designed especially for 
girls ages sixteen and seventeen It 
is not dependent on achievement at 
other levels.

The activities in Studiact are re­
lated to four categories of work 
mission study, mission action, mis­
sion support, and missions organiza­
tion.

Activities in Studiact are in a 
booklet. Studiact Acteens Individual 
Achievement Plan (50e. available 
July I1), which each girl should 
have. With each activity there is a 
how-to explanation

Each level of achievement in Studi­
act has guidelines to help adult lead­
ers evaluate the work a girl does 
Acteens leaders will use Studiact 
Recognition booklet (55tf‘) for sug­
gestions for a recognition service for 
Acteens who qualify for work done 
in Studiact This booklet is to be 
available October 1.

The individual achievement plan 
for Girls in Action is called Missions 
Adventures. There are three levels 
of achievement:

Adventure 1
Adventure 2
Adventure 3

Members have a choice of activities 
to help them individually learn about 
missions, take part in missions, and 
learn about their organization. Most 
of this work is done at home. The 
plan is optional and is over and above 
the regular ongoing GA work.

Missions Adventures has a simple 
system of awards and recognition. 
There is a Missions Adventured 
Recognition booklet (50^’) which 
will be available October 1 to assist 
Girls in Action leaders in planning 
for the kind of recognition service 
the organization will have

Read pages 54 and 64 in WMU Year 
Book for 1970-71 (40C1) for addition­
al information. In each age-level 
manual there is a discussion of the 
individual achievement plan.

WMU ’70
What are the basic changes in 

Woman's Missionary Union begin­
ning October 1’

1 Reworded WML' Tasks
Teach missions
Engage in mission action
Support world missions through 

praying and giving
Provide and interpret information 

regarding the work of the church 
and denomination

2 Change in Organization Names
Division Names

Preschool Mission Friends
Children s Girls in Action
Youth Acteens
Adult Baptist Young

Women and 
Baptist 
Women

3. New Grouping-Grading
Names Ages

Mission Friends birth-5 (pre­
school 6)

Girls in Action 6-11
Acteens 12-17
Baptist Young 18-29

Women
Baptist Women 30-up

The new WMU age levels offer 
churches unlimited possibilities for 
groupings within each age level. The 
WMU council should study the mem­
bership. number of prospects, and 
decide upon the groupings needed. 
The charts on pages 92 and 94 in 
Woman's Missionary Union Manual, 
Revised (75f>) will be very helpful 
in making decisions as well as de­
termining the number of leaders 
needed.

WMU Organizations
Mission Friends—The WMU orga­

nization for preschool has no offi­
cers The leader and teacher(s) 
furnish leadership for the organiza­
tion. They are elected by the church.

Girls in Action—The WMU orga­
nization for children has no officers. 
The leader and assistant leaders fur­
nish leadership for the organization 
and are elected by the church Mem­
bers share leadership with the adult 
leaders by participating in planning 
and by volunteering to assume cer­
tain responsibilities The organiza­
tion is encouraged to meet weekly

Acteens—The WMU organization 
for youth has an adult leader elected 
by the church Officers are elected 
within the organization, including a 
president, study leader, and activity 
leader Planning is done by mem­
bers and officers of the organization, 
working with the leader The orga 
mzation may meet weekly

Baptist Young Women—This or­
ganization is led by a president 
elected by the church Organization 

officers include a aecretary, mission 
rtudy chairman, mission support 
chairman, mission action chairman, 
and group leaders as needed. All 
officers serve on officers council 
which is the planning group. A more 
flexible meeting schedule is sug­
gested for Baptist Young Women 
(consult Baptist Young Women 
Leader Manual, 75<>).

Baptist Women—This organiza­
tion is led by a president elected by 
the church. Organization officers 
are the same as those for Baptist 
Young Women and are elected by 
the organization. An officers coun­
cil is the planning group.

4. Basic WMU Materials
Periodical

Dimension 
Start

Discovery

Aware

Accent
Accent,
Leader Edition
Contempo

Royal Service

For
WMU officers 
Mission Friends 
leaders and 

teachers
Girls in Action 
members
Girls in Action 
leaders
Acteens members 
Acteens leaders

Baptist Young 
Women leaders 
and members 
Baptist Women 
leaders and 
members 

5 Other Materials
Woman's Missionary Union Man­

ual. Revised (75c1). manuals for each 
age level (75C each'), WMU Year 
Book 1970-71 (400, teaching guides 
for all manuals (50C each'), member 
handbooks for each age level except 
Mission Friends (25C each’), indi­
vidual achievement plan booklets for 
Acteens and Girls in Action (50C 
each1 i. and recognition service book­
lets (see p 42) are designed to 
match the spirit of a new decade

To: WMU Director and 
Assistant Director

Jointly with Brotherhood

There are some areas in which 
Woman’s Missionary Union and 
Brotherhood work together in carry­
ing out the mission of the church. 
One of these areas is mission action. 
Rich experiences have come out of 
such joint efforts. Could there be 
such a need in your church and com­
munity? How can the missions or­
ganizations determine such a need? 
There are three criteria which can 
guide WMU officers in deciding 
when joint mission action groups 
should be formed.

1. A joint group is advisable when 
services of both men and women are 
required to meet the needs of a par­
ticular group of persons For ex­
ample. in prisoner rehabilitation, 
mission action is performed with 
male and female prisoners Also, 
meeting the needs of the prisoner s 
family usually requires the services 
of women as well as men

2. Joint groups should be formed 
when couples working together can 
provide for more effective services 
for those who need the ministry. An 
example is the need for sponsors or 
foster parents in juvenile rehabilita­
tion work

3 A third criterion is when the 
needs of those to be ministered to 
exceed the resources of either Wom­
an s Missionary Union or Brother­
hood An example is the need for 
a group to work with the aging but 
only two men and two women volun 
teer for the work

The organization which has taken 
the initiative in the forming of the 
group is the one which continues to 
lead in the formation of the group 
A group leader is secured by the 
nominating committee of the spon­

soring organization and, like the 
other group leaders, is elected by the 
organization. An assistant leader is 
elected from the other missions or­
ganization. The duties of the leader 
of a joint mission action group are 
the same as the duties of a leader of 
a mission action group made up of 
all men or all women. The assistant 
group leader assists the group leader 
as needed and reports on the work of 
the group to his or her organization.

The leader and assistant leader 
each report to the activity chairman 
and/or mission action chairman.

A survey, using the Mission Action 
Survey Guide (50#') to guide in plan­
ning, surveying, evaluating, and 
formulating the action plans, is a key 
to a successful beginning in mission 
action. Studying a mission action 
group guide related to the specific 
ministry in preparation for action is 
another important key.

A study of chapter 2 of Woman’i 
Missionary Union Manual, Revised 
(75f) gives a helpful discussion on 
joint mission action groups. The 
WMU Year Book 1970-71 (40C') lists 
materials available

Step by Step
There are several steps which can 

help the missions organization to pre­
pare and make the transition smooth­
ly into the new grouping-grading 
plans which become effective in Oc­
tober 1970 These are important steps 
so check them to see how many you 
have already done and the ones you 
must begin immediately

1 Study the WMU Manual. Re­
vised (750 A study of this manual 
will help the members of the WMU 
council to understand the over-all 
program of WMU and the new group­
ing-grading plans Set a special time 
for study or perhaps it can be in­
cluded in the Church Training Pro­
gram (Check with the director of 
church training )
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2. Determine the organization 
needed by the WMU in your church. 
Use the grouping-grading chart in 
the WMU Manual, Revised or-'tte 
WMU Year Book 1970-71 (4W1) to 
guide in determining the number of 
organizations needed according to the 
membership and prospects. The flex­
ibility of the grouping-grading plan 
will meet the need of any size church.

3. Determine the number of lead­
ers needed. The chart mentioned in 
step 2 will guide in this also. Re­
member that adequate leadership is 
one of the keys to meaningful and 
effective organizations.

4. Set up a WMU leadership com­
mittee to work with the church 
nominating committee and select 
leaders. The WMU Manual, Revised 
and WMU Year Book 1970-71 state 
the procedure for setting up this 
committee.

5. Plan for leader training for all 
new leaders Make plans for the age­
level leaders and officers to study 
the new age-level manuals. Set a 
specific time for this study. Check 
with the director of church training.

6. Determine meeting place and a 
tentative schedule for organization 
meetings. Choose rooms that will 
allow for adequate meeting space. 
List the organizations to be provided, 
the ages to be included in each, the 
place of meeting and meeting time 
of each organization.

7. Learn new organization names, 
titles of periodicals, the leader ma­
terial available to help conduct the 
WMU program. See WMU Year 
Book 1970-71 and pages 2-9 in the 
April issue of Royal Service

8. Plan for WMU periodicals for 
leaders and members to be included 
in the church budget The WMU 
Manual, Revised gives helpful hints 
for WMU budget planning.

9. Plan for basic interpretation of 
WMU '70 to all WMU leaders and 
members Decide on the best time to 

do this. Give plenty of publicity to 
the meeting using posters, bulletin 
boards, newsletters, etc.

Careful planning will help you to 
begin the church year well organized 
and ready for a full year of missions 
education and participation.

To: Director!
WMS
TWA 
GA
Sunboam Band

Planning Resources for the 70’s
Planning resources guide leaders 

in proper planning. These resources 
keep before leaders work which 
needs to be done and allows space 
for notes on how the leader intends 
to carry out the work. The resources 
also provide the information needed 
in planning such as dates and calen­
dar of activities. Using planning re­
sources. leaders can keep all plans in 
one general place, therefore, the 
leader is never wasting time "hunt­
ing" for an important piece of paper 
with notes on it.

What are some planning resources 
available for the 70's’’

Director Plan Books
A director plan book serves as a 

guide for the director's monthly and 
quarterly planning in the WMU and 
age-level council meetings. It is a 
means of keeping information and 
plans made by the director and age­
level council. It supplements the 
WMU Year Book, age-level periodi­
cals, age-level manuals, and age­
level member handbooks. There is 
a WMU director plan book and one 
for each of the organization direc­
tors ($100 each; available July I1)

Officer Plan Books
Officer plan books are available 

for Baptist Young Women and Bap­
tist Women ($1 25 each, available 
July 1«).

The leader plan books for Acteens, 
Girls in Action, and Mission Friend* 
provide space for notes on planning 
and meetings, records of attendance 
of members and progress made on in­
dividual achievement plans, monthly 
plan sheets, visitation records, spe­
cial emphases (|1.25 each; available 
July I1).

WMU Year Beek
The current WMU Year Book pro­

vides up-to-date information on pro­
graming, guides for annual and 
monthly planning, plan of work for 
each organization, achievement 
guides, helps for leader training, re­
sources.

Age-Level Manuals
Age-level manuals give a detailed 

discussion of purpose, program, 
methods, resources, and leadership 
training.

Age-Level Magaiines
See page 41 for a list of WMU 

magazines. These are vital to plan­
ning. The first issue of these maga­
zines will be October 1970.

Availability of Material*
Director, leader, and officer plan 

books will be available July 1. The 
WMU Year Book 1970-71 (40<«) and 
age-level manuals (75< each') are 
available now. All planning re­
sources are listed in the back of each 
age-level section of the WMU Year 
Book 1970-71. Check through this 
list for the needs of the organization.

Sources of Materials 
Listed in The WMU Leader 

’Available from Woman’s Missionary 
Union, 600 North Twentieth Street 
Birmingham. Alabama 35203. or Bap­
tist Book Stores
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Comments prepared by Monte McMahan Clendinning

1 MONDAY Proverb* 4:10-19.
"Living the Christljfe" is the theme for 

Southern Boptist Convention opening to­
night in Denver, Colorado Pray for the 
specio’ dromotic portrayal of 125 years of 
progress Pray for SBC President Criswell 
as he addresses the gathering Ask God to 
use this Convention to enable Baptists to 
have a greater desire to let Christ live his 

life through them

Pray for Mrs Paul S Cuevas, worker 
among Spanish. Arizona

George Madison, metropolitan missions, 
Michigan

Anthem Wade, worker among Indians, 
Oklahoma

Mrs B W Hunt, home and church work.
Taiwan

Emily Word, educational work. Equatorial 
Brazil

Theresa Anderson, furlough, Philippines 
Mrs C 0 Griffin, furlough, Indonesia 
Mrs J M Hill, furlough, Kenya 
Horold Lewis, furlough. Trinidad 
Mrs F I Moyberry. furlough. Japon 
Olive Riddell, retired. Chino

2 TUESDAY Reed Ezekiel 34:22-31.
A Bible institute has been opened >n 

Puerto Rico to tram pastors Missionary 
Mack IE McKinney) Adams writes, One 
of the greatest needs we face is the lack 
of tromed pastors He urges prayer for 
both teachers ond students in this institute 
os well as for more nationals to answer 
God s coll

Pray for E McKinney Adams, worker 
among Spanish, Puerto Rico

Jerrea' 8 Buchanan, pastoral missionary, 
New York

Mrs Andrew H Foster, worker among mi 
grants, Louisiana

Mrs J B Goultney. home and church

work, Nigeria
Mrs R S Honjo, home and church work,

Japan
Cornelia Leovell, secretory, Hong Kong
Thomas Poe, educational work, Ghana
Mrs W T Roberson, home ond church 

work, Vietnam

3 WEDNESDAY Reed John 4:27-39.

The Baptist churches of Angola held 
their annual meeting November I -2 in 
Novo Lisboa The Community Baptist 
Church, an English-language church serv 
mg oil company personnel in Luanda, was 
officially received into the Angola Baptist 
Convention The convention now consists 
of two Portuguese churches, five native 
dialect churches, ond one English language 
church The 1968 69 convention yeor 
brought the total of members to 482 with 
80 baptisms recorded by the churches

Among other actions, the nineteen mes 
sengers at the meeting decided to launch 
a fifteen-minute radio program simulta 
neously with a Bible correspondence course 
to change the Baptist paper from a quar 
terly to o monthly publication Antonio 
Tiago Pereira. Portuguese Baptist mission 
ary. was elected convention president Pray 
for the Angola Baptist Convention

Pray for Richard H Cagle, supermten 
dent of missions. Colorado

Phyllis Ragon, weekday ministries. North 

Carolina
Albert Brov preaching ministry. Colombia 
Mrs R H Garrett, home and church work.

Rhodesia
Mrs K C Hubbord. home and church 

work. Kenya
Mrs P C MosteHer home and church 

work. Thailand
Mrs M R Reynolds home and church 

work, Botswana

Ralph Rummage, educational work, Rho­
desia

Ross Fryer, furlough, Indonesia.

4 THURSDAY Read John 4:27-40.
In addition to his work with United 

States service personnel in Guam, Mission­
ary Parkes Marler olso serves as Protestant 
chaploin of the Guam Memorial Hospital, 
where he witnesses to Guamanians, 95 per­
cent of whom are Catholic Pray todoy that 
these nationals may come to see the truth 
in Jesus Christ

Pray for Mrs James Bowen, workdr 
among Indians, New Mexico

Mrs Ruth Wotson, worker among French, 
Louisiana

Mrs V N Blakely, home and church work, 
Kenya

Mrs S E Huckaby, home and church work, 
Chile

Mrs. I G Janes, educational work, Chile 
Parkes Marler, English-language work,

Guam
Mrs Dovtd Mein, educational work, North 

Brazil
Mrs L H Nichols, home and church work, 

Korea
Claud Bumpus furlough, South Brazil 
Mrs J L Martin, furlough. Thailand 
Mrs D Beiorano, retired, New Mexico

5 FRIDAY Read Romani 9:29-39.
Mrs Harold (Clara) Matthews shores an 

answer to prayer from the Philippines 
Since 1955 when the Mindanao Baptist

Missionaries are listed on their birthdays. 
Addresses are in DIRECTORY OF MIS 
SIONARY PERSONNEL, free from Foreign 
Mission Board, P 0 Box 6597, Richmond, 
Virginia 23230, and in HOME MISSIONS.
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Bible School began in its rented quarters, 
missionaries hove been asking God for their 
own campus and buildings Last fall with 
Harold Matthews os acting director, the 
school moved to its new campus and dedi 
coted its first new building Thank God 
for this accomplishment Pray for the 
faculty and the twenty-five students en 
rolled.

Pray for Quinn Morgan, worker among 
Spanish, California

Mrs David Richardson, worker among deaf 
Alabama

Richard Wilson, mission center. Louisiana 
Stella Austin, educational work. Nigeria 
Beryl Boswell, preaching ministry, Peru 
Mrs D C Clark, home and church work, 

Bahamas
Mrs A J Glaze, home and church work 

Argentina
Mrs W H Matthews, home and church 

work, Philippines
Mrs. A S Moore, work with women, holy 
Roy C Watson, retired. New Mexico

6 SATURDAY Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-11.

This month Betty Ann White will con 
elude her secretarial work os a journeyman 
in Hong Kong Pray for her as she returns 
to her homeland Ask God to direct her 
plans for the future Pray for the people 
her life has touched during this period

Pray for Mrs James Godsoe. general 
missionary. Illinois

Leonard Harguess. US-2, Texas
Mrs R L Cullen, home and church work,

Thailand
Mrs H M Flournoy, home and church

To insure uninterrupted service on your ROYAL SERVICE subscription, 
please notify us at least five weeks before you move.

not availab
Print your name and new address below. Ba aura to include your zip code.
Mail entire notice to:

ROYAL SERVICE 
600 North Twentieth Street 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 

work, South Brazil
Clyde Jowers, preaching ministry, Philip­

pines
Mrs G F Livingston, home and church 

work. Colombia
Eucled Moore, preaching ministry. Tan 

zoma
Carlos Owens, preaching ministry. Kenya
I W H Richardson, preaching ministry, 

Nigeria
Mrs P W Stouffer, home and church 

work. South Brazil
Mrs J A Jimmerson furlough Hong

Lewis Lee, furlough, Peru
Allen Smith, furlough, Philippines

7 SUNDAY Read Psalm 30.

Through the efforts of Missionary Wil 
liom H Ferrell, new work has been opened 
in the suburbs of Buenos Aires. Argentina 
Proy today that people living in this in 
dustrial area will open their hearts to Jesus 
as the Christ

Pray for James Brinkley, mission center 
Texas

Mrs Charles Holliday mission center, Ari 
zona

Melvin Rotheol superintendent of mis 
sions, Arizona

Mary Clark, nurse Rhodesia
William Ferrell, preaching ministry, Ar 

gentina
Kenneth Jones, educational work, North 

Brazil
Mrs W H Congdon furlough, Nigeria 
Orman Gwynn, furlough, Equatorial Brazil 
Truman Mays, furlough, Nigeria

Attach Label Here

Mrs D J 
Brazil

Mrs H P.

Spiegel, furlough, Equatorial

McCormick, retired, Nigeria,

8 MONDAY Read Psalm 40:1-10.

Mrs John W (Elizabeth) Merritt shares 
her burden for the four thousand foreign 
students from ninety nations who attend 
the university each year in Perugia, Italy. 
Missionaries enrolled in language school 
there have been responsible for the ten- 
year-old mission Lost July when the last 
couple completed language study, the mis­
sion was closed Join Mrs Merritt in ask­
ing God for a young couple to work in this 
international opportunity

Proy for Callie Brown, Baptist center.
Louisiana

Mrs W O Cottingham, worker among 
French, Louisiana

Mrs Dolton Haggan. worker among In­
dians, Mississippi

Mrs Jomes Huse, worker among Indians, 
New Mexico

Austin Lovin, superintendent of missions, 
Oregon

G W Reppond, superintendent of mis­
sions, Washington

Nadyne Brewer educational work. South 
Brazil

Mrs T W Hill, publication work. Baptist 
Spanish Publishing House, El Paso Texas 

Mrs O W Reid, home and church work, 
Mexico

Joe Turman, preaching ministry, Vietnam 
Mrs J W Merritt, furlough, Italy

9 TUESDAY Raed Paalm 44.
"The greatest need here (Tanzania) is 

for training of leaders We need the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to know what 
", the best way to get this done," writes 

Mrs. E. D. (Janelle) Moore. She also asks 
for prayer for the spiritual development of 
wives of the notional pastors.

Pray for James Deguire, worker among 

Spanish, Ohio
Samuel M. Hernandez, worker among 

Spanish, Arizona
Suthrell Walker, mission center, Kentucky 
Mrs Thomas Woo, mission center, Texas 
Mary Frances Gould, educational work,

Thailand
Mrs E D Moore, home and church work,

Tanzania
Mrs J E Spaulding, furlough, Bahamas

10 WEDNESDAY Read Psalm 41.
Bob Tremoine serves as pastor-director 

of the Greater Worcester Baptist Minis­
tries in Massachusetts. Thank God thot he 
and others ore being used in o specific 
way to reach young people in thot area 
Through o coffeehouse colled The Lost and 
Found and located in the cellar of their 
church, many young people hove already 
come to know Christ personally

Pray for Mrs Stanley B Bagley, work 
with Notional Baptists, Oklahoma

Mrs Servondo Morales, worker among
Soon ish, Texas

Eugene Bragg, worker among Spanish, 
Michigan

Emery P Collins, superintendent of mis­
sions, California

Spurgeon D Swinney, Jr , mission center, 
Virginia

Wade S Hopkin. Baptist center, Louisiana 
Robert Tremaine, pastor-director, Massa­

chusetts
Hunter Hommett, preaching ministry, Tai 

won
Mrs R C Davis, furlough, Vietnam

11 THURSDAY Read Psalm 107:1-9.
I personolly feel o greet longing in 

my soul for revivol here in Toiwon.' writes 
Mrs H L (Frances) Raley Toiwon is one 
among many of the Oriental countries plan 
nmg special crusades before and after the 
Baptist World Alliance in July

Pray for Mrs John Arnold, worker 
among Spanish, Illinois

Fortunato Gonzales, worker among Span­
ish. Texas

Mrs Oscar Hill worker among Spanish 
New Mexico

Mrs George B Joslin, worker among deof.
Texas

Mrs M L McKoy, evangelistic work 
Alaska

Ws S G Enge home and church work 
Argentina

Mrs j a Gotlm social work, Tanzania

Mrs. P. M. Moore, home and church work, 
Vietnam

Mrs. H. L. Raley, home and church work, 
Taiwan

Mrs. A. T. Willis, home and church work, 
Indonesia

Mra. R. D. Hardy, furlough, Japan 
Mrs. L. A. Miller, furlough, Taiwan 
John Patten, furlough, Thailand 
Mrs. G. G. Pitman, furlough, Nigeria.

12 FRIDAY Reed Psalm 124.
Mildred Crobtree shares her burden for 

the Baptist Girls' High School in which she 
teaches at Agbor, Nigeria. Explaining the 
large turnover in staff and students because 
of the civil war, she adds: "Of the 320 
students enrolled in the school, only o very 
small percentage are Baptists. The oppor­
tunities for witnessing ore overwhelming." 
Proy that the missionaries there might have 
the spiritual and physical strength needed 
now

Pray for Jacob Deering, center director, 
Florida

Eldon W Hole, superintendent of missions, 
Michigan

J D Land, mission center, Ohio
Mildred Crobtree, educational work, Ni­

geria
Mrs J H Green, home and church work, 

Mexico
Harold Price, religious educational work, 

Japan
Mrs W L Walker, home and church work, 

Japan
David Wyman, student work, Mexico 
Cary S McCall, retired, Virginia 
Mrs M G White, retired, Brazil

13 SATURDAY Read Psalm 144.
The first of next month Mrs J C (Mari­

lyn) Redding ond her family will return to 
Peru to open new work in Cuzco, the an­
cient Inca capital No Southern Baptist 
witness has ever been given in this thickly 
populated area, ond ot present no evangeli 
col group is active With urgency, pray 
and continue to pray for this opening for 
the gospel

Proy for Mrs David H Perkins, rurol- 
urbon missions, Maryland

Allen D Elston, worker among Indians, 
Oregon

Mrs J C Redding, furlough. Peru

14 SUNDAY Read Eiekiel 3:14-21.
Mrs J Woyne Fuller, Southern Bop 

tist missionary stationed in Amman, Jor 
don, reports that eight thousand people of 
Arob countries ore enrolled in a corre 
spondence course on the life of Christ The 
course is sponsored by the publications 
committee of the Arob Baptist General 
Mission (organization of Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Jordan, Lebanon, ond 
Egypt) Mrs Fuller, choirman of the com 

mittee, which translates, publishes, and 
distributes Christian literature, reported In 
a newsletter that, sometimes, materials 
are apparently being Intercepted to prevent 
their delivery. Respond to this problem in 
prayer.

Pray for John W. Beam, Baptist center, 
Michigan

Robert Burtis, preaching ministry, Argen­
tina

Mrs. H. C. Edminister, home and church 

work, Rhodesia
Franklin Harkins, preaching ministry, 

Korea
Wendell Smith, preaching ministry, In­

donesia
Mrs. R. E. Amis, furlough, Nigeria
Dorotha Lott, furlough. South Brazil.

IS MONDAY Reed Lake 12:33-44.
When Bill ond D. J. Ligon were making 

plans to open a new church in Alacuas, 
Spain, they were stopped by the police who 
gove no reasons for their actions. Owners 
of the church property suffered when their 
twelve-year-old daughter was dismissed 
from school because they let the "Protes­
tant missionary use their property as a 
church " Believers prayed .nd witnessed 
to local authorities Today this church is 
open, membership is growing, and a no­
tional pastor hos been found Express 
thanksgiving ond petitions for the future.

Pray for Mrs Michael Naranjo, worker 
among Indians, New Mexico

Mrs Douglas Pringle, worker among Spap- 
ish, Panama

William Ligon, preaching ministry, Spain 
Mrs R A Patrick, home and church work,

Colombia
Mrs J M Wilson, home ond church work. 

Equatorial Brazil
Mrs J M Hoshmon, furlough, Japan 
Mrs L I Myers, furlough, Vietnam 
Mrs R L. Stocks, furlough, Zambia 
Mrs Albino, G Ortiz, retired. Texas 
Mrs I V Larson, retired, China-Philip- 

pmes-Howoii

16 TUESDAY Read Mark 13:24-37.
A couple in Rhodesio suffered deeply ot 

the death of their only son who was in­
volved in crime They turned away from 
a religious leader who advised coldly, "Do 
your duty "

A dedicated Christian woman brought 
her burden for them to missionaries Logon 
ond Virginia Atmp who prayerfully minis­
tered to them Mrs Atnip writes "The

observed your
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working of his Spirit in their hearts. Pray 
that this couple may make full commit­
ment to Christ.

Pray for Mrs. K. Medford Hutson, pio­
neer missions, Utah

Mrs. H. D. Garrett, home and church work, 
Philippines

Mrs. C. P. Love, home and church work, 
Guyana

Mrs. L. C. Atnip, furlough, Rhodesia
Mrs. H. K. Jacks, furlough, Indonesia 
Mrs. H. E. Poovey, furlough, Toiwar^w 
Mrs. J, O. Wotson, furlough, Paraguay.

17 WEDNESDAY Reed Matthew 25:1-13.
Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Engstrom, missionary 

associates, serve as dormitory parents in 
Manila. Philippines. When an MK (mis­
sionary kid) has completed the sixth grade, 
usually having been fought by his mother, 
he goes to a boarding school. Pray for the 
Engstroms ond the children whom they 
supervise Also pray for the families sepa­
rated from their children.

Pray for Mrs. Leobardo Estrada, worker 
among Spanish, New York

Mrs J C Lewis, language missions, Florida 
Mrs. H. L Adams,'home and church work,

Nigeria
Betty Jane Ewen, educational work, Nigeria 
Mrs D. T. Fitzgerald, home and church 

work, Jordan
Mrs. W. G. Henderson, home and church 

work, Korea
Minnie Lou Lonier, work with women, South 

Brazil
Leslie Watson, preaching ministry, Japan 
Mrs. M H Wilson, home and church work, 

Taiwan
Edwin Engstrom, furlough, Philippines 
Mrs. L. H Morphis, furlough, Germany 
Celso Villareal, retired, New Mexico 
Mrs F. P. Lide, retired, Hong Kong

18 THURSDAY Read Luka 22:54-62.
Locate on a world map the countries 

represented by missionaries having birth­
days today Pray also for the staffs direct­
ing the work from the Foreign Mission 
Board in Richmond, Virginia, ond the Home 
Mission Board in Atlanta, Georgia

Pray for Mrs. James Deguire, worker 
among Spanish, Ohio

Elmo R Marble, worker among Spanish, 
California

Mrs. Rofoel Miranda, worker among Span­
ish, California

Truman J Webb, superintendent of mis­
sions, Arizona

Donold F Venosdel, superintendent of mis­
sions, California

Mrs. G. C Harbuck, home ond church 
work, Paraguay

Mrs W A Hatton, educational work, 
South Brazil

Mrs. B. R Scott, Kama and church work, 
Malawi

Anthony Stella, religious educational work, 
Korea

Robert Wakefield, preaching ministry, Ma­
laysia

Mrs. L. G. Bradford, furlough, Japan 
Johnny Burnett, furlough, Equatorial Brazil 
Catharine Bryan, retired, China.

19 FRIDAY Reed 1 TheuelomeM 5:1-11.
Join Mrs. J. W. (Lila) Mefford, Jr. in 

thanking God for this answered prayer 
For years Spanish women have been asking 
ond praying for a single woman missionary 
to help in developing their WMU work A 
volunteer has been found. Pray for Mary 
Anne Forehand os she begins her new 
work in Spain.

Pray for Mrs William G O'Dell, rural- 
urban missions, Kansas

Nancy Bridges, religious educational work, 
Philippines

Loyton Lynch, preaching ministry, Taiwan 
Mrs C L. Whaley, home and church work, 

Japan
Mrs J W Mefford, furlough, Spain

20 SATURDAY Reed Epheitam 6:10-20.
Witnessing in East Pakistan, where less 

than one half of I percent of the popula­
tion is Christian, Charles A Beckett re­
quests prayer that Christians there will 
allow the Holy Spirit to give them strength 
to overcome their minority complex ond 
that their evangelistic campaign this month 
will result in continuing revival to reach 
the 65 million people there

Pray for Mrs Elma R Perez, worker 
among Spanish, Texas

Mrs I B Williams, Spanish kindergarten 
work, Arizona

Mrs. J W Anderson, home ond church 
work, Philippines

Charles Beckett, preaching ministry, Pakis­
tan

C F Clark, doctor, Japan
Mrs J B Cooper, home and church work.

Costa Rica
Maxfield Gorrott, educational work. Japan 
Horriette King, business administration,

Malaysia
Mrs G F. Riddell, home ond church work, 

Chile
Maxwell Sledd, dormitory parent. Nigeria 
Mrs W T Hunt, furlough, Philippines 
Mrs. Ruby McGehee, retired, Illinois

21 SUNDAY Read Genesis 18:22-33.
G Dole Blackwood serves os pastor of 

an English-language church in Costa Rica 
He asks prayer for those who need to be 
reached by this ministry—six thousand 
North Americans living there plus an esti­
mated sixty thousand individuals who 
speak English fluently.

Pray for Mr». R. B. Harris, worker amom
National Baptiste, Mississippi

Tommy Green, US-2, Virginia
Mrs. C. A. Chilton, home and church work

Philippines
Mrs. M. G. Fort, doctor, Rhodesia 
Dole Blackwood, furlough, Costa Rica 
James Foster, furlough, Ghana.

22 MONDAY Reed 1 Serweel 1:9-18.
Mrs. Robert T. Hughes (Charlotte) re­

quests prayer for their witness in Maryland. 
Pray for spirit-filled leaders in existing mis­
sions and churches to lead in expansion to 
other areas. Ask God to empower these 
workers that they may penetrate the oreo 
in which they work.

Pray for Lloyd A. West, worker among 
Spanish, Texas

Robert T. Hughes, superintendent of mis­
sions, Maryland

Clara Brincefield, educational work, Chile 
Carrol Bruce, preaching ministry, Japan 
Frank Coy, educational work, Chile
Mrs E P Dosher, home and church work, 

Nigeria
S D Sprinkle, preaching ministry, Costa 

Rico
Mrs E V. Moy, furlough, Dominican Re­

public

23 TUESDAY Read 1 Kings 3:5-14.
Hundreds of student summer mission­

aries are leading mission Vacation Bible 
Schools throughout the United States this 
month Pray that children might respond 
to the youthful enthusiasm of these stu­
dents Pray for the students as they min­
ister. forming ideas ond concepts that will 
shape their lives

Pray for Mrs Donald D Jackson, su­
perintendent of missions, California

Mrs James W Hatley, worker among 
Spanish, Texas

James Darnell, preaching ministry, Ivory 
Coast

Mrs J G Goodwin, home and church work, 
Korea

Tom Hollingsworth, radio-TV ministry, Ar­
gentina

Samuel Jones, preaching ministry, Rhodesio 
Henry Whitlow, publication work, Hong

Kong
Allison Bonks, furlough, Israel
Mrs J S Key. furlough. South Brazil 
Bobby Spear, furlough. Thailand

24 WEDNESDAY Read 2 Kings 19:14-
20, 35-36.
Charles Alexander, chaplain and teacher 

m the Baptist College, Temuco, Chile, re­
quests God’s guidance os missionaries and 
notional leaders search for an approach to 
enable university student ond younger 
youth to experience the relevance of Christ

10, wdoy. r-ov I* locu,lv
th. Boptirt Coltapx.

to, Jock O.twlrt Conor, w«k<f 
omono Indianc. Now Mexico

Ma Jonm Denny, US-2, Howoll
Ctadn Alexander, preaching mlnletry,

Chile
ganoid Jones, educational work, Pakistan 
1*5 T L. Wotson, home ond church work,

Peru.

jj THURSDAY Read Merk 1:29-19.
This month Mrs. Dovld (Barbara) Wig- 

ger ond her husband are scheduled to 
complete language school in Vietnam. Pray 
for God's leadership os they begin to share 
God's love with university students in Sai­

gon.
Pray for Guillermo Garza, worker among
Spanish, Arizona

Willie Garza, worker among Spanish, Ne­

vada
Pearl Elizabeth Gifford, Baptist center, 

Florida
Mrs. Raymond Ozosa, worker among Ja­

panese, California
Mrs Donald Quance, worker among Span­

ish, New York
Bill Ybarra, worker omong Spanish, Texas 
Billy Moore, preaching ministry, Kenya 
Mrs. L D Wigger, home ond church work,

Vietnam
Mrs. D D Cruse, furlough, North Brazil 
James Williams, furlough, Mexico

26 FRIDAY Read Lake 11:1-13.
Lost Januory W R 0 Ojo become the 

first national to serve as secretary of Ni­
geria's Sunday School Department Lo- 
queto Joy Holl, assistant In the Sunday 
School Department, Nigerian Baptist Con­
vention, requests prayer for him as he leads 
Nigerian Baptist churches in more effec 
tive teaching of God's Word

Pray for Mrs Pedro Hernandez, worker 
omong Spanish, Arizona

Mildred McWhorter, Baptist center. Texas 
Mrs H E Bengs, home and church work,

Vietnam
Joy Hall, religious educational work, Ni 

gerio
Mrs T C Hollinsworth, home and church 

work, Argentina
Wayne Logan, dentist, Nigeria
David Roiley. English-language work. Hong 

Kong
Mrs L E Carlin, furlough, Ghana 
Gerald Doyle furlough, Ecuador 
C A Leonard, retired, Chino-Hawoii

27 SATURDAY Read Lake 18:1-8.
In oddition to missionories listed todoy, 

proy for persons planning to attend WMU- 
sponsored conferences at Glorieta ond 
Ridgecrest YWA Conference, Ridgecrest, 
June 25 July I. World Missions Confer 

ence, Gloria*, Jwfy 23-29; WMU Con- 
ference, Gloria*, July 30-August 5, WMU 
Conference, Rkfoecreet, August 13-19. 
Proy that all may have a clearer vision of 
what Christ expects his foliowars in this 
generation. ’ r

Proy for Mrs. A. K. Chodwick, worker 
among Spanish, New Mexico

Herbert Black, superintendent of missions, 
California

Mrs. L. D. Clepper, worker among French, 
Louisiana

Bruce Oliver, preaching ministry, North 
Brazil

Mrs. H. H. Pike, home and church work, 
Angola

Loren Turnage, preaching ministry, Colom­
bia

Bobby Adams, furlough, Colombia
Mrs. C. M Bowers, furlough, Nigeria 
Mrs. B. C. Lovelace, furlough, Japan.

Meet the foreign missionaries 
listed each day in the Missionary 
Album, 125th Anniversary Edition. 
Prepared by the Foreign Mission 
Board, a revised edition will be 
available April 1 in the Baptist 
Book Store nearest you for $3.95.

28 SUNDAY Read Genesis 26:18-25.
Lost year all eight graduates of the 

school of nursing in Ajloun, Jordon, passed 
government examinations Violet Popp, di­
rector, asks for prayer for these graduates

James C Oliver, Jr requests prayer for 
laymen who can help open work and serve 
as lay-pastors in many pueblos (towns) 

throughout Colombia

Proy for Mrs Daniel P Elsom, Christian 
social ministries, Texas

Harold Cunningham, pastoral missionary, 
West Virginia

Mrs L H Gunn, worker among deof, Okla­

homa
Mrs James Solomon, evangelistic work. 

Canal Zone
Mrs Lester Vinson, worker omong Spanish,

Texas
Norwood Waterhouse postorol missionary,

Connecticut
Mrs W P Carter home and church work.

Chile
Mrs G C Coursey, home and church work

Kenya

Mrs. J. P. Cralgmyle, home and church 
work, Pakistan

Linda Crawford, social work, North Brazil 
Mrs. D. R. Kommerdiener, home ond church 

work, Colombia
Jomes Oliver, preaching ministry, Colom­

bia
Violet Popp, nurse, Jordan
Robert Steward, preaching ministry, Thai­

land
Bynum Akins, furlough, Taiwan.

29 MONDAY Raed Geaesle 10:11-21.
Evelyn Epps serves as weekday director 

in the cool mining comps located in the 
Appalachian region of Tennessee. One of 
the centers, Friendship Center, has been 
operating in an inadequate old cool com­
missary building. Land across the street 
has been purchased for o new building. 
Ask God to provide the money for this new 

center building.
Proy for Evelyn Epps, Baptist center, 
Tennessee

Mrs. Raul Falcon, worker omong Spanish, 

Texas
Kenneth Nelbel, superintendent of mis­

sions, Illinois
Herman Ihley, student director, Kentucky 
Mrs. M J Gilliland, doctor, Nigeria '■ | 
Mrs T F Harkins, home ond church work, ’

Korea
Glen Johnson, preaching ministry, Argen­

tina
Mrs G. A Nichols, home and church work, 

Poroguoy
Robert Dovis, furlough, Vietnam.

30 TUESDAY Read Lake 6:27-1*.
The Twelfth Baptist World Congress 

will meet in Tokyo, Japon, July 12-18. 
Proy for the estimated eight thousand 
Baptists from seventy-five countries who 
ore making plans to attend this meeting. 
Pray that participants will gain a deeper 
concept of "Reconciliation through Christ" 
that can be interpreted to the notions 
represented

Proy for Mrs Ray M Douglos, worker 
omong Spanish, California

Deibert Fann, worker among Indians, Ari­

zona
Mrs James L Nollette, worker among in­

ternationals, Californio
Katherine Cozzens, religious educational 

work. South Brazil
Billy Frazier, business administration. South 

Brazil
Mrs S D Hale, home ond church work, 

Spam
Mrs L K Seat, home ond church work, 

Japan
Harlon Spurgeon, preaching ministry, Tai­

won
Mrs R G Loffoon, furlough, Tanzania
Mrs R W Homlett. ret .red, Chino
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tre^i^ionnews
From Brazil: During its January meeting the Brazilian 
Baptist Convention unveiled a plaque in tribute to the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board which is observ­
ing its 125th Anniversary this year. The plaque, in the 
shape of the country of Brazil, is cut from jacaranda wood 
from the state of Bahia. A smaller plaque of silver from 
the state of Rio Grande do Sul is superimposed with the 
following inscription in Portuguese: “Honoring the mis­
sionaries that established the Baptist work in Brazil begin­
ning in 1882, the Brazilian Baptist Convention offers this 
symbol of gratitude to the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention for the 125 years of their 
blessed labor. ‘Jesus Christ, Our Hope' (1 Tim. 1:1) 
Salvador, Bahia, 1970.”

From Spain: Response to Spanish Baptists' radio pro­
grams. especially in isolated areas, has been good, Mrs. 
Charles W. Whitten. Southern Baptist missionary, says. 
One listener in the province of Soria wrote: "A group of 
us get together to listen to the program. We want some 
of you to come and baptize us.” A half-hour weekly pro­
gram and five-minute daily programs are broadcast by 
Trans-World Radio in Monte Carlo.

From East Pakistan: Simon H Sircar, whose great­
grandfather was a convert of pioneer missionary William 
Carey, returned to East Pakistan as pastor of the Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Dacca after he and his wife received 
degrees from Philippine Baptist Theological Seminary on 
April 10. They were accompanied by their 2'^-year-old 
son Bapi. whose name means "treasured one" in their 
language; they say it also represents “Baguio. Philippine 
Islands." Bapi was born just twenty-five days after they 
arrived in the Philippines on August 28. 1967

Simon s father was also a Baptist preacher, and Simon 
accepted Christ as a high school student. But it was not 
until he had spent two years prepan ng to be a lawyer 
that he responded to God's call to the ministry

Simon hopes eventually to form a gospel team to evan­
gelize his people. Many Muslims today are tired of the 
old ways, he believes. They cannot find time to pray five 
times a day. Many are coming to the Baptist churches 
out of curiosity, but making a public profession of faith 
in Christ is still very difficult for most. Simon believes 
the primary work of revival in his country should start in 
the churches, with emphasis on personal evangelism. The 

couple plan to start an extensive visitation program, show 
religious films on the church lawn, and train new converts 
to be effective witnesses, and launch projects to build 
more churches.

The Dacca church, with fifty members, attracts about 
two hundred people to worship services. Simon will be 
the first pastor to be fully supported by the church.

A second Pakistani couple, Mr. and Mrs. Dilip Datta, 
began studying at the Baguio seminary last semester. He 
is in publications work and will seek the master of religious 
education degree. His wife will work toward the bachelor 
of religious education.

From Richmond, Virginia: More persons appointed mis­
sionaries by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
last year were born in Texas. Oklahoma, Alabama, Mis­
souri. and Tennessee than in other states taken individually, 
said Louis R Cobbs, the Board’s secretary for missionary 
personnel. Based on state of birth, 44 persons appointed 
last year were from Texas, 20 from Oklahoma. 19 from 
Alabama. 17 from Missouri, and 15 from Tennessee. Al­
together the Board named 261 missionaries, including 10 
reappointments, to overseas posts in 1969. The missionary 
force totaled 2.492 at the end of the year.

Over one third of the newly appointed missionaries are 
graduates of Baptist colleges. “This is a slight decrease 
from previous years in the percentage of missionary ap­
pointees who are graduates of Baptist-sponsored colleges," 
said Cobbs. The Baptist schools from which most mis­
sionary appointees graduated are Baylor University, Waco, 
Texas; Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama; How­
ard Payne College. Brownwood. Texas; Mississippi Col­
lege. Clinton, and Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee.

Volunteers are waiting longer after graduation from 
college to begin procedure for overseas appointment, ac­
cording to Cobbs The average age for men appointees 
has moved up during the past five years from 29 to 32 
"This is not good A younger man can better learn the 
language and become a specialist in a new culture." said 
( obbs Also the Board sends the entire family, and a 
family which grows up' on the missions field has a chance 
for better adjustment outside the United States

Southern Baptist missionaries are appointed from the 
35 states with churches cooperating with the Southern 
Baptist Convention.
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Dea/r Paghtn.,
Realizing that young adult women (eighteen through twenty-nine) have 

some very special needs, Woman’s Missionary Union is introducing an or­
ganization designed just for this age level Baptist Young Women will include 
single and working young adults, college students, married young adults, 
and married and working young adults

Having an organizational structure similar to Baptist Women, work will be 
conducted both through an organization and in groups. Organization meet­
ings will be designed for special appeal to young adults. Groups will provide 
for special interests, such as mission study, mission prayer, and mission 
action. All churches having four or more young adults should have a young 
adult organization.

The monthly magazine containing study and action materials for Baptist 
Young Women is called Contempo. Contempo will also contain articles 
which will appeal to the varying interests of Baptist young women Laser, 
the leadership section of Contempo, will provide helps for officers

Geared to the needs of the young adult, Baptist Young Women will give 
young women opportunities to develop new insights and concepts about 
people. Through Baptist Young Women the young adult women in your 
church will become more keenly aware of special needs at hand and on the 
other side of the world.

Sincerely,

WMU Staff


