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The Kingdom of God is like ■ man who scatters seed in his field. 
He sleeps at night, is up and about during the day, and all the 
while the seeds are sprouting and growing. Yet he does not 
know how it happens. The soil itself makes the plant grow and 
bear fruit: first the tender stalk appears, then the head, and 
finally the head full of grain (Mark 4:26-28 TEV, Used by per
mission, American Bible Society).

The miracle that occurs when a seed sprouts and grows is 
duplicated day by day on foreign missions fields. The mission
ary goes about his assigned task. He communicates his mes
sage to one man and moves on to another. The man thinks 
about the message he has heard. One experience is added to 
another, and the message develops personal meaning. Personal 
meaning enlarges to the central reality of his life and he re
sponds in commitment. The missionary initiated the idea, but 
the miracle came when the idea took shape and became a 

personal reality.

How many times will this miracle occur during 1971? The 
answer is dependent to some extent upon Southern Baptists 
Louis Cobbs, Secretary. Department of Missionary Personnel, 
(p. 1) and Franklin Fowler, Medical Consultant, (p. 18) invite 
Southern Baptists to give their lives to the possibility of the 
miracle of the kingdom of God. Missionaries from Nigeria, 
Austria. Israel. Ghana. Paraguay, Guyana, and Uruguay (pages 
4-17) invite Southern Baptists to give from the abundance of 
their financial security to the establishment of this kingdom

THE CHALLENGE

Mm than 500 additional missionaries 

m urgently needed to fill requests 
In 71 countries.

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS MUST

Louis R. Cobbs

T HE challenge to Christian missions 
perhaps has never been greater than 
it is in this decade. Look around at 
the world. It is a big place, and it 
has big problems—hunger and war 
snd illiteracy and disease and a hun
dred other things. It is a world full 
of people who are being pulled apart 
by unrest and yearnings and disillu- 
sionments and despair. But it is still 
God’s world!

God continues to work in the 
midst of crisis and change. God’s 
mission in the world is a mission of 
reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:14-19). 
Man’s basic problem is the problem 
of estrangement from God. Man’s 
basic need is to be reconciled to 
God. This is the essence of the gos
pel as stated by Paul in 2 Corinthians 
5:19.

What is God doing through the 
tension and conflict of this day to 
fulfil his mission? How can Chris
tians share in his mission in the 
world?

Demands of the missionary task 
overseas are being revaluated and 
reinterpreted by missionaries and

Missionary Jeny Hobbs witnesses to patients waiting for treatment at a mobile 
clinic. Nong Sang, Vietnam. •

national Christian leaders. The more 
difficult the task, the more unsettled 
the country, the more troubled the 
people, so much the greater must be 
the resourcefulness of the mission
ary.

The nature of missionary work 
overseas requires the appointment of 
candidates who are faithful Chris
tians, healthily motivated for their

ministries, spiritually sensitive, and 
flexible in attitude. They must pos
sess gifts and talents useful for serv
ice in God’s kingdom. They must 
understand their dependence upon 
God and their involvement in his 
mission of reconciliation. They must 
be knowledgeable of God's calling 
in life and ministry, having also had 
this calling affirmed by fellow Chris-
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dans. They must be prepared for 
their work through disciplined study 
enhanced by a record of practical 
experience in a church ministry.

In the nineteenth century a mis
sionary went from a rather stable 
Western environment to a pioneer 
assignment. Today the picture has 
changed. There are pioneers, but they 
no longer preach in a stable world. 
Political, social, and religiousadBas are 
in radical transition.

Opportunities for ministry are dif
ferent. Fifteen years ago there were 
only seven or eight categories of 
missionary service. Today the oppor
tunities are spread over more than 
forty job classifications.

The composition of churches over
seas has changed with passing years. 
Many congregations have become 
self-governing and self-supporting. 
Where missionary pastors once 
served there now may be well-trained 
national workers in positions of 
leadership. In many places mission
aries may work under the direction 
of national Christian leaders.

Changes have also occurred so that 
the composition of the ministering 
team has been altered from what it 
was a generation ago. Opportunities 
for cooperation and teamwork in 
overseas areas now make it possible 
for the roles of missionaries to be 
redefined.

If Southern Baptists are to move 
into the new decade with a sufficient 
program for the enlistment of mis
sionary candidates for the task of 
world missions, several changes are 
imperative.

1. Levels of communication must 
be established that will enable people 
to become more knowledgeable of 
world conditions, personal needs, and 
realistic challenges for Christian min
istries.

2. Ways must be discovered to 
translate personal concern and Chris
tian compassion into tangible ex
pressions of reconciling love.

3. Prayer must be discovered as 
a great energy. In the history of the 
church it seems that every significant 
advance has been bom out of the 
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Missionary J. Donald Mason talks with students off the Utrfvsnfty off 
Zambia in Lusaka.

prayerful concern of the people of 
God. Prayer is no substitute for labor. 
Christians are commanded to reap 
as well as to pray, but the work of 
the kingdom cannot be done without 
prayer. Intercessory prayer is a.chan- 
nel which God has chosen for enlist
ing laborers.

4. Giving must realize a new im
portance as a means for missions. 
God intends for his provisions to be 
used to help meet the needs of others. 
Christians are to be channels of 
God’s service, stewards of blessings 
which he bestows, trustees of the 
possessions he provides.

5. Most of all, Southern Baptists 
must recommit efforts as a denomina
tion to an emphasis on a “servant" 
ministry in church vocations and for
eign missions.

What constitutes a realistic request 
for overseas missionary personnel? 
How do missionaries determine per
sonnel needs and job priorities?

A group of missionaries in South
east Asia recently determined that 
personnel are needed in areas where 
the population is mobile or growing, 
where the economy is developing, 
where evangelical work is limited or 
nonexistent, and where the people 
are responsive. These criteria should 
not be applied to missions work in all 
countries. There must be good rea
sons for the particular goals that are 
adopted.

A missionary preacher is urgently 
needed in the Philippines for evan
gelistic work in the port city of Mati. 
This provincial capital, with a popu

lation of approximately 10,000, is 
located in the midst of a growing 
population center which is presently 
estimated at 250,000. In addition to 
a mission hospital, there are twenty
eight churches and mission points in 
an association which is served by only 
five pastors.

Baptist missionaries in Italy are 
preparing to initiate a ministry to 
students in the strategically located 
University for Foreigners in Perugia 
as soon as additional missionary per
sonnel is available. Perugia, located 
in the heart of the Italian peninsula, 
has a population of more than 
100,000. The famous University of 
Perugia is also located there. Its 
students major in law, medicine, 
philosophy, economics, and other dis
ciplines. In 1921 the Italian Uni
versity for Foreigners was established 
next door to the parent university. 
During these forty-nine years of its 
existence, the younger school has 
enrolled students of 116 different 
nationalities. It is the language 
school for Southern Baptist mission
aries in Italy. At the present time, 
the student body is composed of 
students from seventy countries. 
Many of these are professional people 
who have come to Perugia to study 
the Italian language in connection 
with their work as teachers, govern
ment officials, and leaders in industry. 
At the university some of them get 
their first taste of Western life and 
religion. Some are broke and lonely. 
Others are empty and searching. All 
are potential followers of Christ.

Through the witness off a tiufot 
worker who would interpret the 
power of the gospel to transform life, 
•any of these students could become 

’ dtodples of Jesus Christ and bearers 
of the good news when they leave 

' Perugia. The job for a permanent 
■ student worker is unfilled. Presently 

there is no missionary at the uni- 
versity. The last missionary com
pleted his language study last summer 
and has moved. He locked the door 
of the mission located across the 
piazza from the university because 
there was no one to take over.

Guatemala is presently wide open 
to a radio and television ministry. 
There are over 500,000 radios and 
40,000 television sets presently in 
use. The number grows each year. 
Because of the high illiteracy rate, a 
radio ministry can be very effective 
in Guatemala. An Indian in his 
adobe house may not be able to read 
or write, but generally he will have a 
transistor radio. The television in
dustry is also growing rapidly. At the 
present time, three channels are func
tioning with relay stations planned for 
the near future. The relay stations 
will allow the channels to reach the 
entire country.

The Guatemalan Baptist Conven
tion has radio programs in several 
cities. These include about twenty- 
one fifteen-minute programs and nine 
thirty-minute programs aired weekly. 
Many of these programs are produced 
locally and lack professional quality. 
Much help is needed in the area of 
radio and television. A person with

Missionary Lewis I. Meyers talks with a Vietnamese woman during an 
evangelistic meeting in Saigon.

RNchl preparation in there areas 
could render • valuable service for 
the advancement of Christian work 
in Guatemala.

Togo is a relatively new missions 
field for Southern Baptists. French 
is the official language for the coun
try. French work among Baptists is 
also rather new. At the present time 
there is no suitable Christian litera
ture in French available for use in the 
newly-established Baptist churches 
and chapels. This lack of printed 
material is keenly felt in the develop
ment of pastors and churches. Baptist 
missions in Togo presently consists 
of nine young African preachers, 
three missionary couples, and a na
tional population of approximately 
1,772,000.

North Brazil is said to be the 
fastest growing population center in 
the world. The physical and spiritual 
needs of the people are enormous. 
A director for the state department 
of evangelism for the Paraiba Baptist 
State Board is one of the unfilled 
requests for missionary personnel. A 
person in this position has the re
sponsibility of leading evangelistic 
campaigns and evangelism confer
ences and opening new work. There 
are seven cities in this state with popu
lations between 10,000 and 30,000 
which have no Baptist churches 
or chapels. In addition, there are 41 
cities with populations of between 
5,000 and 10,000 people without 
any Baptist witness. Paraiba has a 
total population of approximately 
2,187,000. The door for Christian

Prodan «n urjeolly neerM hr 
(neral evinteliuic work In Tdwo. 
Only 3 percent at the Tliwirai, 
people ere Oirittian. Il the central 
region ot Taiwan there ii an area al 
several hundred thousand Hakka- 
speaking Chinese. They are the leaat 
evangelized of any people on Taiwan. 
The work u difficult. At the present 
time no foreign missions personnel 
representing Southern Baptists are 
engaged in work among these people.

More than five hundred requests 
for missionary personnel for seventy- 
one countries are listed with the 
Foreign Mission Board. The most 
numerous requests are for preachers 
to serve in general evangelism and 
church development. Other requests 
are for physicians and nurses, student 
workers, publications workers, and 
specialists in Christian social minis
tries.

Candidates for missionary appoint
ment must be US citizens betwee^ 
the ages of twenty-four and thirty* 
four (with occasional special appoint
ment to age thirty-nine). When 
couples are appointed, both husband 
and wife must qualify, and their chil
dren must be under thirteen years of 
age. Candidates and their children 
must have good physical and emo
tional health.

A Bachelor’s degree from an accre
dited college or university plus 
appropriate professional training in 
a specific field are required. Wives 
are encouraged to have a college de
gree, but must have sixty hours of 
college and/or seminary work to 
qualify. Candidates should gain two 
years of continuous experience in 
the type of work for which, appoint
ment is being sought.

An awakening to the call of God 
is only a beginning. Where does one 
go from there?

If response to God leads to serious 
thinking about overseas missions, 
write to Secretary for Missionary 
Personnel, Foreign Mission Board, 
P. O. Box 6597, Richmond, Virginia 
23230. The staff of the personnel 
department are eager to assist.
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Sue Thompson

“TRAINING FOR SERVICE,” 
the motto of Niger Baptist College, 
is descriptive of the origin, purpose, 
and program of the college. Located 
in the village town of Minna, the 
college was bom out of the great 
needs and challenges of^oorthem 
Nigeria.

Northern Nigeria consists of around 
three-fourths of the land area of the 
entire nation and of approximately 
36 million people, over one-half of 
the nation’s people. Ninety-five per
cent of the people are illiterate and 
approximately 71.7 percent are Mus

TRAINING for SERVICE at NIGER BAPTIST COLLEGE

lim. Yet, in this vast area of need, 
there was no organized work of the 
Baptist Mission until 1948, ninety
eight years after Baptist work was 
begun in western Nigeria.

Long before Niger Baptist College 
was officially opened. Baptists in 
the north felt the need for a school 
where their indigenous people could 
receive training to teach in the Bap
tist primary schools which had been 
established throughout the area. The 
school began in Kaduna in 1958, 
using a classroom and round-hut 
dormitories belonging to the Kawo 
Baptist Pastors School. Eight months 
after the first classes met the new 
buildings in Minna were completed, 
and the school was moved to Minna.

The student body has grown from 
the original 25 students to the present 
number of 306. The college became 
coeducational in 1968, and now has 
about 85 female sfudents. Not only 
is the need for trained teachers being 
met, but also many other needs are 
being met as the students keep in 
step with their motto, “Training For 
Service.”

Service to the IndMAsai
Students at Niger Baptist College 

are offered many, varied avenues of 
personal development. Many receive 
spiritual enrichment through daily 
chapel services, prayer meetings, 
counseling sessions, revivals, and re
treats. Others learn sportsmanship 

through participation in the sports 
program. All are proud of the fact 
that the college has won several state 
championships in track and soccer. 
Through organizations featuring fields 
of interest such as music, drama, 
journalism, farming, and scouting, 
students develop special skills. Two 
years ago. a member of the Journal
ism Club won second place in a 
national essay contest Recently, 
members of the Dramatic Society pre
sented an Easter drama on television.

Service to the Classroom
From the beginning, the primary 

aim of the college has been that of 
supplying well-qualified professional 
teachers for Baptist primary schools 
in the north. That the college is 
achieving its aim is partially evident 
by the fact that most parents—some
times even Muslims—desire that their 
children go to Baptist primary schools 
because they feel that these schools 
maintain a high educational standard. 
Also, some of the graduates of the 
college have been able to go for fur- 

thar atudfea aad am now aemtam at 
the college staff.

Service to fee CsiMtoy
The Soul-winning Band is oaa at 

the most active organizations in fee 
college. The members have mi out
reach into some 45 villages within a 
25-mUe radius of Minna. Ttoy 
bicycle to their preaching stations 
and spend the day preaching, teach
ing, visiting, and helping in any way 
possible. Membership is limited to 
26 students because only 26 bicycles 
have been purchased due to limited 
finances. The limitation of bicycles 
does not affect some of the students' 
determination to witness. Training 
Union missionary leaders direct ten 

groups of students in witnessing every 
Saturday afternoon. These students 
walk several miles to nearby villages.

John Aderinto, although a Yoruba, 
has taken a special interest in the 
Nupe people. In addition to his 
regular Sunday work in the Soul
winning Band, he bicycles five miles 
every Wednesday to teach a literacy 
class, and to lead a brief devotional 
period. When he first began working 
in this small village, a few men were 
meeting in a grass hut. The number 
of Christians gradually increased. 
Recently the people finished building 
their own mud-covered church. They 
even sent two delegates to the last 
associational meeting. For over two 
years now, John has spent all of his 
school holiday time working among 
Nupe people throughout the entire 
associational area. He has felt God s 
call to give his life to working with 
these people. Hopefully, the Nigerian 
Baptist Convention will employ him 
as a home missionary to the Nupes. 
At present there is no work among 
this group. *

Service to the Convention
In addition to classes in Religious 

Knowledge which students take for 
five years, students receive Christian 
education through a variety of organi
zations such as Sunday School, Train
ing Union, Royal Ambassadors, 
Lydias (Baptist Young Women), 
and the Fellowship of Christian Stu
dents. After a conventionwide Lydia 
house party last year, Eunice Iselowo 
gave a report of the meeting to her 
fellow Lydias. She told bow she and 
a friend had been inspired to begin 
working on the Lydia Service Award. 
Of more importance, Eunice told 
how she had responded to a call 
from God to enter full-time WMU 
work. One of the urgent needs of the 
WMU is for Nigerians who will be
come convention WMU officers, 
field workers, and leaders. Although 
Eunice made these decisions almost a 
year ago, her enthusiasm for missions 
has not waned. Recently she initiated 
the organization of a Lydia group in 
the Government Girls’ Secondary

School which is predominately non
Christian.

Service to tire Nation and Church
All of the students participate in 

study courses and workshops which 
are offered biannually. Like people 
everywhere, the students can receive 
these courses and workshops as an 
effective learning experience or as a 
boring waste of time. John Abu 
chose to receive them as “training 
for service.” After graduating in 
1968, he began teaching in a Baptist 
primary school in Zaria. He spends 
three nights every week teaching a 
literacy class at the Baptist Center. 
He serves as Training Union director 
and as a Sunday School teacher in his 
local Baptist church. John Abu is 
a reminder that many students are 
faithful stewards of the “training for 
service” which they receive at Niger 
Baptist College.

Training for the Future
“Training for Service" will con

tinue to be the center around which 
the life of Niger Baptist College re

voivea. Ab the educational program 
of the Nigerian government continues 
to expand, more and more Baptist 
teachers will be placed in govern
ment schools which are predominately 
Muslim. This is a challenging oppor
tunity which Baptist teachers must 
be trained to meet. As increased 
evidences of materialism, secularism, 
and moral laxity weaken the quality 
of the spiritual life of churches 
throughout Nigeria, plans are being 
implemented which can enable stu
dents to receive the kind of Christian 
education which will lead to uncondi
tional commitment to and growth in 
Christ.

Plans include the use of various 
teaching methods in Sunday School 
classes which will lead to the kind of 
learning which brings about change 
and commitment. Students are being 
led to participate in meaningful learn
ing activities, to apply the biblical 
truths to themselves, and to assimU 
late these truths into their daily lives. ’ 
Instead of merely “giving the parts,"
students are being taught to present 
Training Union programs through 
different forms such as panel discus
sions, symposiums, role [Haying, de
bates, and oratory contests. In an 
effort to revitalize the spiritual life 
of churches, students are being 
brought to a knowledge of the nature 
of the church as it is presented in 
the New Testament and of the power 
available to those who live in the 
fulness of the Holy Spirit. Efforts 
are being made to promote the crea
tion of situations where students can 
participate in a church which func
tions as a redemptive fellowship—a 
fellowship in which they can give and 
receive forgiveness, care, concern, 
and love. This is being done through 
Sunday School classes, small study 
groups, and small prayer groups. 
Providing worship experiences which 
will lead to vital encounters with God 
is another phase of future plans. 
Only this kind of “training for serv
ice" is adequate for those who would 
participate in the mission and ministry 
of Christ in today’s Nigeria and 
world.
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SALZBURG YOUTH CENTER

A PLACE

JjjIGHT young people were sitting 
around a table in the home of the 
Southern Baptist missionary in Salz
burg, Austria. Many times before 
they had met to pray and seek God's 
will in their lives. This time they 
were meeting because the opportunity 
of renting a building in the center of 
the city was no longer a dream, but 
a possibility. The building was avail
able, the money for the furniture and 
redecorating had been made available 
through the Foreign Mission Board, 
but now the young people were faced 
with the greatest decision of all— 
Was it God’s will that they start a 
Youth Center in Salzburg?

All the young people were asked 
to give their opinions, but it was not 
until the last moment, after a young 
man from Yugoslavia spoke, that the 
decision was certain. There would 
be a Youth Center. All felt that this 
was the Lord's leadership.

The young people gave many 
hours to preparations for the Center. 
They painted the building, made the 
curtains, cleaned the windows, and 
did everything else that was neces
sary for the opening. At last in April 
1968, the Salzburg Youth Center was 
opened. At once young people began 
to come to see what was happening.

One young man came in while the 
young people were painting. In 
answer to his question, he was told: 
“We are fixing this place up for a 
Youth Center. We plan to have a 
place where young people can come 
in to play Ping-Pong, listen to stereo 
music, study, read books, play games, 
have a snack, and study about Jesus 
Christ.” The young man was taken 
back by the statement about Jesus 
Christ, but after regaining his com
posure, he asked if he might be able 
to help. The next time the young 
people gathered to work, this young 
man met them at the door, dressed 
in his work clothes and carrying a 

biack case. He was an electrician 
and had his tools with him. Several 
days before there had been prayer 
that God would send an electrician 
since there was a lot of wiring to be 
done. God had answered this prayer.

But this was not the only prayer 
that be answered. Six months later 
this young man became a Christian, 
and is now one of the most effective 
workers in the Youth Center.

During the two and a half yean 
that the Center has been in existence 
many other thrilling examples of 
God’s power have been evident in 
this work that is operated and run 
by Southern Baptists in connection 
with the Baptist Church of Salzburg.

The Austrian Baptists are one of 
the smallest Baptist groups in the 
world since they number only about 
seven hundred. Austria has the repu
tation of being one of the most 
difficult countries in Europe for 
evangelical work, thus the spiritual 
breakthrough in the Youth Center 
was all the more important for the 
Baptist work in Austria.

In the time the Youth Center has 
been in operation, more than one 
thousand different young people have 
visited it. Some have only come in 
once, but many come often and of 
these many have made life changing 
decisions in the center. All together 
more than fifty have made public 
their decisions to give their lives to 
Jesus Christ.

These young people have been 
reached by using various means. 
Eleven accepted Christ at the first 
“Coffee-Bar” revival at the Center. 
The program was led by a group 
that sang and gave testimonies. The 
Center was decorated in a way to be 
appealing to the young people. 
Every night the group produced a 
program after which the young Chris
tians attempted to begin discussions 
about Christ. All were amazed at 
how open the average Austrian young 
person was to the message of Christ. 
In this meeting it was also apparent 
that the Austrian Christian youth 
were out to do the work themselves 
since nine of the eleven were brought 

to the Lord without the help o< the 
P*«tor or the nusikmaries.

Since that time many other ways, 
such as street revivals, movies, ski 
retreats, and personal evangelism, 
have been used. Every Sunday night 
the Center has an emphasis on evan
gelism, while on Saturday night the 
program is intended to help the 
Christian to grow in his knowledge 
of the Lord. Many times the com
plete program is led by the young 
people themselves. This includes 
the music and the preaching.

Not only are Austrians being won, 
but also people from many other 
countries are seeing the power of 
Christ at work. Yourig people from 
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, France, 
England, Ireland, America, and Ger
many have also found Christ in the 
Center. Although German is the 
language that is used most often, 
other languages can be beard. Re
cently a Bible study was started in 
the Youth Center on Thursday 
nights in the Yugoslavian language, 
because of the large number of 
Yugoslavian young people who come 
to the Center.

When the Center was first opened, 
many were skeptical about such a 
project, but now three other Aus
trian churches have asked for help in 
starting such a center. Many are now 
praying for the financial help and 
the leadership that is necessary for 
this work. Plans are also being made 
for starting a Bible school in Austria 
to serve the many young people who 
are interested in doing the Lord’s 
work. Many of the plans for the 
school came from the experiences of 
the Youth Center.

The future is still uncertain, since 
the Center is always run on the prin
ciple that the will of the Lord must 
be done. It is now felt that the young 
people of Salzburg must help other 
areas of Austria to discover the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Probably 
the greatest need of all is the need 
for prayer for Austria. This country, 
centered in the most beautiful part of 
Europe, is standing on the threshold 
of a great revival.
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MULTIMINISTRIES
The Baptist Center project had at 

its inception several basic ideas. First, 
land was bought in the area of Petah 
Tiqva (Door of Hope) with the idea 
of establishing a Christian Moshav, a 
collective agricultural community. 
This did not materialize. During the 
war between the Jews and the Arabs 
in 1948, a Baptist orphanage was 
begun in Nazareth. After a few 
years the young people in the orphan
age outgrew the large Arab house in 
which they were living, and the 
George W. Truett Children’s Home 
was moved from Nazareth to the 
Baptist Village near Petah Tiqva. 
The children of the orphanage grew 
up and were educated there. In addi
tion to their studies, they worked on 
the small farm and learned something 
of modem agriculture. As the orig
inal nineteen orphans began to grad
uate from the school and leave the 
village, the school was converted 
from an orphanage to a vocational 
high school. During the years of 
development, a part of the village was 
set apart as a camp area. A summer 
camp program has been a regular 
part of the Baptist Center activities 
for many years.

The farm project which has de

veloped along with the other Baptist 
Center projects has been conceived 
as a demonstration of the identifica
tion of Baptists with the development 
of the land. It also serves as an on- 
the-job training laboratory for the 
students who study there. The Baptist 
Center owns seventy acres of land. 
Twenty more acres are rented, pro
viding a ninety-acre operation. Cot
ton, sweet com, and forage com and 
hay are produced. Twelve acres of 
citrus, primarily grapefruit, exist. In 
addition to these field crops and 
groves, a small dairy herd is main
tained and about fifty head of cattle 
for beef are produced each year. The 
farm furnishes all the milk and all 
the citrus that the school needs. It 
is largely a commercial farm. The 
most modem agricultural techniques 
are used, in order that students will 
learn the possibilities of modem agri
culture.

The Baptist Center Vocational 
High School now serves a student 
body of thirty-five boys. They are 
mostly Arab boys. They come from 
both the Christian and the Muslim 
religious communities in the country. 
These boys study metal working 
along with academic subjects such as 
math, physics, history, English, He
brew, Arabic, typing, and Bible. 
These boys live at the school during 
the school year. Each class works 
one day a week on the farm. They 
may pick citrus, cut grass for the 
cattle, make feed, or work in the 
ornamental gardens of the village. 
The boys have chapel services each 

day, and they worship on the Sabbath 
with the Petah Tiqva Baptist Congre
gation which meets at the village. 
The boys enjoy sports, especially 
soccer, basketball, and volleyball. 
One of the favorite places in the 
spring and summer is the swimming 
pool near the school dormitories. 
Occasionally opportunities for inter
scholastic games of soccer or basket
ball are available to be enjoyed by 
the boys. It is interesting to see how 
the dean of students, who is a na
tional, chooses the teams to give all 
the boys a chance to participate.

Two of the students were baptized

last May. Having made professions 
of faith before the congregation, they 
completed a period of instruction 
before they were baptized. The re
sponse to the gospel is slow among 
these people because of the strong 
community pressure to maintain the 
status quo in religious affiliation. The 
school project, however, is probably 
one of the most effective means to 
open doors for witness in the Arab 
villages. Teams of workers visit the 
homes of the boys each year, and 
there are opportunities for follow-up 
witness in these areas.

Parallel with the development of 
the school program has been the 
development of a summer camping 
program and a conference program. 
This is one of the most significant 
programs of the Baptist Center. In 
these camps and conferences Jews 
and Arabs are brought together, and 
in the Christian atmosphere they 
come to understand each other as in 
no other way. The camping season 
starts with a leadership conference in 
which Baptist young people come to 
learn teaching methods and skills that 
will help them in their work in their 
home villages. This is followed by a 
children’s camp and a young peo
ple's camp. These camps have a 
balanced program of handcraft, 
sports, and Bible study. For the past 
two years, BSU summer missionaries 
have come to serve on the camp staff. 
They have worked well with the na
tional staff, and all involved have 
been richly blessed.

Along with the school, farm, and

Lee R. Bivens

camps, the Baptist Center serves as 
the home of the Petah Tiqva Baptist 
Congregation. This church ministers 
to a varied group. Members meet for 
worship on the Sabbath (Saturday), 
which is the day of rest in Israel. 
The congregation is made up of mis
sionaries living in the area, American 
business families, Jewish and Arab 
believers, and the students from the 
school. Despite the variety of back
grounds, there is a sense of com
munity among the congregation, 
which is both a blessing and a wit
ness to the ability of Jesus to dissolve 
all man-made barriers between his 
people.

The Baptist Village serves as an 
attraction to many Israelis who like 
to visit and find out what Baptists 
believe. All the believers who live at 
the village have abundant opportuni
ties to explain their faith, and the 
homes of the families living at the 
village are constantly open to visitors, 
many of whom stay for hours to 
hear and discuss matters of faith. As 
yet, there seems to be few visible 

results of this ministry. Yet in a 
country where Christians jre por
trayed as persecutors and killers, it 
is significant to be able to give a 
spiritual interpretation of the Chris
tian faith.

The Baptist Village has given birth 
to yet another witness which has 
spread from the village throughout 
the country. This witness is the 
Protestant Community Choir. The 
choir developed from the work of 
Mrs. Milton Murphy. She began 
working with choirs made up of the 
orphans and members of the local 
congregation. This work grew slowly 
until the choir now has about eighty 
voices drawn from many of the 
Protestant communities throughout 
the country. This choir has for the 
past three years presented Handel’s 
The Messiah in a series of concerts 
during the Christmas season. Through 
this choir thousands of Israelis have 
had both the opportunity to hear and 
read the tremendous message of 
God's redemptive work through his 
people Israel, and in his Son Jesus.
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DERN
Care

Replaces

Dr. William D. Richardson

LIFE is hard in northern Ghana. Al- 
■^most everyone is a farmer, barely 
managing to eke out a living from the 
infertile savanna land. Their mud
walled, grass-roofed round huts need 
constant repairs and frequent rebuild
ing. Poverty and hunger abound. 
Pagan beliefs fill them with fear. In 
many of the villages the only avail
able treatment for snake bite, tropical 
ulcers, complicated delivery, and other 
medical problems is native medicine. 
The medicine man may have the pa
tient swallow compounds made of tree 
or plant roots, or apply an ointment 
made of various herbs. Frequently a 
goat or other animal will be sacrificed 
to insure success. Death is a common 
visitor to almost every compound. In 
this bleak setting, the Baptist Medical 
Center at Nalerigu provides hope, 

where in the past there was no hope. 
It seeks to provide the best medical 
care possible and to witness through 
word and deed to all who come.

Baptist Medical Center was begun 
in 1957. Dr. George M. Faile, Jr., 
who was at that time a missionary in 
Nigeria, made a survey trip to deter
mine where to begin medical work in 
Ghana. Nalerigu, the capital village 
of the Mamprusi tribe, seemed to be a 
choice location. There was no Bap
tist witness among the 150,000 people 
and no hospital nearby. Ninety per
cent of the population of this area was 
pagan, one-half of one percent was 
Christian, and those remaining were 
Muslim. Nayiri Abuduliah Sheriga, 
paramount chief of the Mamprusi peo
ple at that time, encouraged Dr. Faile 
to establish a Baptist Hospital in

Nalerigu. To show his appreciation 
and willingness to help, the chief gave 
eight hundred acres for the mission 
compound. Dr. Faile and his family 
transferred to Ghana to begin this new 
area of witness. Missionary homes, 
hospital buildings, a leprosy village, 
and tuberculosis center were built with 
money from Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offerings.

The work and outreach of the hos
pital has increased by leaps and 
bounds. Monday through Saturday, 
every week, outpatient clinics are held 
where an average of over three hun
dred outpatients are seen daily. Pa
tients come for treatment of many 
different diseases, including malaria, 
intestinal parasites, diarrhea, filariasis, 
infections of all kinds, tropical ulcers, 
hepatitis, kidney diseases, typhoid 

fiver, sleeping sickness, leprosy, and 
tuberculosis. Anemia and malnutri
tion due to various causes are fre
quently seen, especially in small 
children. Patients now come from all 
over Ghana, Togo, and Upper Volta 
u well as the immediate Mamprusi 
area. The eighty beds are usually full 
and overflowing with those who re
quire inpatient care. Included in the 
approximately 1,500 major surgical 
caw* yearly are hernias of all kinds, 
Cesarean sections, various tumors, 
fractures, gun explosion wounds, and 
other accident cases. Most all are 
complicated as a result of patients 
seeking native treatment first, thus 
arriving at the hospital in poor condi
tion.

Kalo, a young pagan girl, came to 
the hospital with a large tropical ulcer 
on her leg that was giving her much 
pain. She had decided to come when 
the ulcer continued to worsen in spite 
of treatment by the local medicine 
man. While waiting to see the doctor, 
she heard the song, “Follow, Follow 
Jesus” being sung at the daily out
patient service. “Who is Jesus?” she 
questioned. “Should I follow him?” 
Kalo was admitted to the hospital and 
remained there for a long time. Each 
day a missionary or other Christian 
worker would come by and tell Kalo 
about Jesus and what it meant to walk 
in his way. Kalo became a Christian, 
and after discharge was the first 
woman to be baptized into the Naler
igu Baptist Church.

Several years later Kalo developed 
a persistent cough, which was found 
to be caused by tuberculosis. Ade
quate treatment for this disease re
quires at least two years of drug 
therapy. When treated as outpatients, 
many people did not continue the 
treatment for the full two years. This 
was felt fo be a serious problem by 
the doctors at Baptist Medical Center, 
so a village was built in which the pa
tients could stay while receiving the 
full course of treatment. The village 
was named Alafia Tinga, which means 
Village of Health.

After the buildings were completed 

in 1964, one problem still remained 
to be solved. The patients were hesi
tant to move away from their town 
and its social activities. They did not 
readily take to the idea of being iso
lated for two years. Kalo, who by 
now was a leader in the WMU at 
church, was the first to move into the 
village. Through her example others 
were willing to settle there, so that by 
1970 eighty-five patients were living 
in the village. A strong witness to 
several tribal groups has been estab
lished at the village. This witness in
cludes Bible study classes, sewing 
classes, instruction in agricultural 
techniques, and regular Sunday ser
vices. Many patients have become 
Christians and returned to their vil
lages ready to enter into the work and 
fellowship of their churches.

The hospital is also active in the 
treatment of leprosy and maintains a 
village and witness for the leprosy 
patients. The village provides a place 
of refuge and treatment for those un
fortunate persons who are crippled by 
this insidious disease. Fortunately 
with modern treatment, fewer dis
figured and crippled leprosy patients 
are being seen now than in former 
years.

The greatest blessing that a woman 
in this culture can receive is to have 
many children. The tragedy is that 
maternal and infant mortality rates 
are still high. Difficulty in delivery is 
a frequent occurrence. Through ignor
ance and superstitution about child
birth practices, many of these women 
and their babies die or are maimed 
for life. Maternity clinics are held 
twice a week at the hospital where the 
women receive treatment and helpful 
advice that will enable most of them 
to have normal deliveries. Well-baby 
clinics are held periodically in Na
lerigu and the surrounding villages, 
where young children are vaccinated 
against measles, diphtheria, whooping 
cough, and tetanus. As a result of the 
development of these clinics, measles, 
which has been a very common and 
devastating disease, is rarely seen 
now in the Nalerigu area.

Invitations to bold services come 
often from those who have been 
touched by the spiritual and physical 
ministry of the hospital. The mission
aries at Baptist Medical Center have 
found it most rewarding and satisfying 
to go to these villages, but also find it 
most frustrating that it is not possible 
to go regularly to all of them. The 
most urgent need at this time is for a 
hospital extension evangelist to give 
full time to the spiritual ministry in 
the hospital and in the surrounding 
villages.

The greatest needs of the people of 
this area arise from physical and 
spiritual poverty. How can these 
needs be met? The goals of mission
ary personnel are to alleviate the 
physical suffering through medical 
evangelism and in so doing show the 
way to salvation and spiritual wealth. 
This cannot be realized without ade
quate staff. Pray that one more doctor 
will be added to the present staff. 
Southern Baptists have undergirded 
this work in a significant way by en
thusiastically and generously giving to 
the Cooperative Program and Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering. Without 
these funds, this entire work, would 
collapse.

As Southern Baptists continue to 
give year by year, the hospital will 
continue to expand and deepen its 
witness until the day will come when 
every village in the area will have been 
reached with the gospel, every ear will 
have heard the message of salvation, 
many mouths will have confessed and 
hearts received him as Lord, and the 
church of Jesus Christ will have truly 
been established in northern Ghana.

The former Nayiri showed his ap
preciation for the projected hospital 
by donating land. The present Nayiri, 
who claims to be a pagan, has ex
pressed his appreciation by remarking 
that perhaps he will rebuild the an
cient wall surrounding Nalerigu, not 
to keep the enemies away as was its 
original purpose, but to prevent the 
missionary staff of Baptist Medical 
Center from leaving. Opportunities 
are almost unlimited.
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rpHE Baptist Book Store in Asun- 
ci6n, Paraguay has a varied min- 

isty. It sells to individuals, churches, 
and other book outlets. It sells church 
literature, books that range from chil
dren’s stories to Bible commentaries, 
school supplies, and other items such 
as wrapping paper and greeting cards. 
It has a consignment service whereby 
churches may take literature and ma
terials for periods of time to be sold 
to people who perhaps may not be 
able to go to the Book Store for direct 
purchasing.

The Book Store has been in exis
tence for over twenty years. It was 
begun as an endeavor to meet the 
need for Christian literature for 
churches and individuals. It has had 
various locations but is presently lo
cated in the Baptist Building in Asun- 
ci6n. During the early years it was 
under missionary managership, but

Asuncion, Paraguay

theV^AIccC

of the BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Mrs. Wilbur C. Lewis

since 1955 has been an integral part 
of the Baptist Convention of Para
guay. It is specifically under the con
trol of the Education Board, one of 
the five boards of the Paraguayan 
Baptist Convention.

Dr. Jovino Cabrera, an ordained 
pastor and Chief of the Obstetrical 
Service at the Baptist Hospital in 
Asunci6n, is the Book Store Manager. 
He has served in this capacity for 
four years. His assistant is Mrs. Nilda 
Insfrans, a graduate of the Baptist 
International Theological Seminary in 
Buenos Aires. Mrs. Infrans’ sales as
sistant is Miss Pastora Bobadillo. Mr. 
Silvio Cabrera, brother to Dr. Cabrera 
and a certified public accountant, 
works part-time in the business man
agement of the Book Store. Dr. Ca
brera states that the capital investment 
of the Book Store is about one thou
sand dollars and the average monthly 

total sales volume is about four hun
dred dollars.

The Book Store is located on the 
street which is the main thoroughfare 
for the largest market in Paraguay. 
Because of its location, hundreds of 
people pass the Book Store every day. 
Many of them enter the store out of 
curiosity and stay to browse. A num
ber ask questions about the materials 
and books. Others ask about the name 
Baptist, its significance, and why it is 
different. Some people drop in for 
some school supply item or simply a 
pencil and stay to look around at the 
things available.

Mrs. Insfrans relates many interest
ing experiences that have developed 
from a casual comment or conversa
tion. One morning a man came in to 
buy a ball-point pen. Mrs. Insfrans 
has outdated church literature on 
hand to give away from time to time. 
She had just given a magazine to an
other lady who had made a purchase. 
The man said with a twinkle in his 
eye, “Don’t you have a gift for me, 
also?”

"Yes, of course," smiled Mrs. Ins
frans and handed him a magazine 
from the stack under the counter.

He looked at the cover and inside 

for a few moments and then asked, 
“Baptists—are you the ones who have 
a hospital down the street?”

“No,” answered Mrs. Insfrans. 
“That is another group. But we do 
have a hospital—the Baptist Hospital 
which is located in the Villa Morra 
part of town.”

“Oh, yes. I’ve seen that as I passed 
by on the bus. But what is the differ
ence? What are your beliefs?”

“Well,’' began Mrs. Insfrans, “we 
believe in the Bible as the only re
ligious authority. We believe in the 
Trinity: God, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit We believe that a 
person has spiritual salvation by his 
faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour of the 
world. We believe that after a person 
has professed his faith in Christ he is 
to be baptized but not before that 
time. We believe that communion, as 
some churches call the Lord’s Supper, 
is only for believers who are baptized 
members of the church.” Mrs. Ins
frans paused and smiled.

“How can you support yourselves 
and a building like this? There must 
not be very many Baptists in Para
guay."

“At the present we Baptists in Para
guay number 1,471. Fifty years ago 
some Argentine Baptists came to our 
country to establish Baptist work. To
day we are accepted as part of the 
religious life of our country but at that 
time there was much opposition and 
misunderstanding. Twenty-five years 
ago the Southern Baptists in the 
United States sent the first North 
American Baptist missionaries. From 
that time to now we have increased in 
numbers and we have a hospital with 
a nursing school, a theological insti
tute, five primary schools, two second
ary schools, twelve churches, and 
twenty-three missions.”

“You must have a lot of money," 
he said eyeing the books and equip
ment in the store.

"It’s true that the churches in the 
States send money to help us in our 
work, but our churches also contribute 
to the work we have by giving an 
amount monthly to the organization 
of the churches which we caU the 
Convention."

“But where do you get the books?"
“They come from the Baptist Span

ish Publishing House in El Paso, 
Texas. Spanish materials are pub
lished there for use in all Spanish- 
language areas. We have books here 
available on most of the things you 
and I have been discussing. If you 
are interested in more information on 
what Baptists believe or books on 
church history or even lives of out
standing people I’d be glad to show 
you our selections."

“Thank you. I’d like to return when 
I have more time and look through 
your bookshelves,” he said, glancing 
at his watch.

“Please do. Thank you for your 
interest. I hope you will look for the 
Baptist church in your neighborhood 
and attend the services."

Mrs. Insfrans tells of a widow who 
is not an evangelical Christian but in 
her efforts to rear her children has 

found that many helps are available to 
her at the Book Store. She periodi
cally goes by the Book Store to get 
pertinent reading material for her 
family. Another man, a Baptist, has 
made a habit of taking the free out
dated material to people who are 
having problems. He told her of an 
experience recently of a teen-age girl 
who was having problems in her fam
ily. Her own family had turned her 
out and she was living with a family 
of his acquaintance. He took the girl 
a Sunday School quarterly and she 
became so interested in the gospel that 
she is now attending church.

Dr. Cabrera states that it is his hope 
that in the near future more public 
relations work can be done, to ac
quaint the churches with the many 
kinds of books and literature avail
able. He hopes to increase sales to 
the point that less fraternal aid will be 
required from the national conven
tion. His aim is also to encourage 
other evangelical groups to utilize the 
Book Store’s services even more than 
they do at the present.

The Baptist Book Store, Asunci6n, 
Paraguay, indeed, has a varied minis

try-
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Otis Brady

LISTEN!

GUYANESE are listening and 
learning! The transistor radio has 

made available the most comprehen
sive approach to preaching the gospel 
to the masses that Guyana has ever 
known. The struggle to gain the minds 
of the masses is just as evident here 
in Guyana as in any other part of the 
world. The radio stands high in the 
choice of tools for those involved in 
the battle. (Guyana does not yet have 
television.) Significant emphasis is 
placed on this tool in presenting the 
“unsearchable riches of God in Christ 
Jesus” in Guyana.

Imagine what a thrill it is to hear 
a locally produced Guyanese Baptist 
radio program that is of top quality. 
Seeing the needs of the people scat
tered throughout the country, feeling 
the constraining urge to share the 
good news of God in Christ with them, 

and experiencing frustration with the 
problem of so few missionaries and 
Guyanese leaders, missionaries thrill 
to the possibilities of this new me
dium.

The pioneering spirit of this newly 
independent nation is fertile soil for 
Baptists. People with vision, determi
nation, and courage are forging ahead 
to develop the resources of Guyana. 
There is enough tension with the past 
to generate bold discussions and 
enough vision and hope for the fu
ture to generate progress. There is a 
searching for meaning in the past. 
There is a challenge to accepted cul
tural and economic ways. The educa
tional system is shaking its sleepy head 
and focusing on a total approach to 
education. The health services are 
moving ahead with more than a sys
tem of treating the sick. The challenge 

is wide open to the various religions 
of Guyana to contribute to the total 
life of man in Guyana. This is a thrill
ing and challenging time to put Chris
tianity to the test

In Guyana there are seven orga
nized churches and thirty-two mis
sions. But what of the masses who do 
not attend one of these places? Can 
missionaries afford to wait until op
portunity is presented to open a 
preaching station in every area of 
Guyana? The answer of any burdened 
heart is, “Tell them now.”

Early in the history of the work in 
Guyana (work started in August 
1962), the Foreign Mission Board en
couraged the use of radio and granted 
requested funds to explore the pos
sibilities of this medium. Now there 
are two programs on the air in Guyana 
—one on each of the two stations.

MUMU* MM* Or*-

The work in Guyana has developed 
at an increased rate of growth by the 
use of the radio.

Missionary Harvey Kneisel pio
neered in this field with such con
tagious enthusiasm that he influenced 
many to think Christ. The cost of 
such a venture was not small, but the 
results made it fit properly into the 
total budget planning for Guyana. The 
philosophy of producing local pro
grams with Guyanese opened the door 
for several invitations by the local sta
tions to produce special public service 
programs for special events.

Missionaries Charles and Mary 
Love assumed responsibilities in mass 
media when health problems forced 
the Kneisels to return home. The 
Loves have, with daring vision, de
veloped a growing participation by 
Guyanese Baptists in programing.

Our missionary strategy is to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with Guyanese 
Baptists in growing dynamic Baptist 
churches. The rushing tide of nation
alism has brought into focus this 
philosophy and practice. Missionaries 
have had the opportunity to have a 

meaningful part in the life of the de
veloping nation.

Vision and planning by the Loves 
in mass media took advantage of the 
available resources provided by the 
Foreign Mission Board. The Radio 
and Television Commission has made 
available quality programs. But from 
the beginning missionaries knew that 
they would not be able to use these 
American tapes for any long period 
of time with success. Thus the Loves 
took special training while on fur
lough. Three nationals from Guyana 
took intensive training in TV and 
radio in Jamaica. They recognized 
that the amount of time spent in TV 
training, though fascinating and of 
future use, did not meet the needs that 
are now presented in Guyana.

The Loves invited missionary Alan 
Compton (Foreign Mission Board 
radio-TV representative for Latin 
America) to come to Guyana for a 
radio workshop. This workshop was 
a perfect climax to the Guyana Bap
tist Theological Institute’s pastoral 
training session for 1970. Three 
groups were organized for writing 

scripts and producing programs. The 
field of experience for the members 
of these groups varied between coun
try and city enabling us to capture an 
even larger listening audience.

“The Man in the Guava Tree” is 
one of the imaginative programs pro
duced by this workshop. Alive with 
Guyanese thought and talk, this 
program received overwhelming re
sponse. A whole series is being de
veloped under this title.

Is the additional cost of radio evan
gelism justified? Is this the best use 
of money dedicated by Southern Bap
tists for missions? Will radio bring 
the kind of results Southern Baptists 
are praying for? Missionaries in Guy
ana believe that the investment in 
mass communication will bring defi
nite returns.

Missionaries move with ease into 
such programs because they realize 
that a growing denomination any
where at any stage of development 
demands participation on an ever en
larging scale. Involved people become 
responsible people in the Christian 
way.
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BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL 

T (^FUTE

Dr. Murray C. Smith

TN the year 1955 the formation of 
A the Baptist Theological Institute in 
Montevideo, Uruguay, was authorized 
by the Foreign Mission Board and the 
local Baptist Mission. After a slow 
beginning the work in Uruguay began 
to grow; and the urgency for more 
trained national leaders began to 
grow even more rapidly. Robert L. 
Carlisle, Jr. was named as director. 
As he began to organize this institute 
of training, he faced several needs.

The first urgent need was to find 
property and buildings to house the 
Institute. Under the existing condi
tion it would be necessary to board 
the students who would be attending. 
An excellent property was found but 
it contained only one three-story 
building. When the Institute officially 
opened May 2, 1956, this one build
ing with only six bedrooms housed 
the Carlisle family of eight and the 
first class of eight. The house served 
also as kitchen, dining area, and li
brary. The other necessary space was 
provided by renting a house across 
the street.

The second urgent need was to 
bring together and keep a faculty. 
Two other missionary families living 
in Montevideo, the James Bartleys 

and the Matthew Sanderfords, were 
willing to share their time with the 
Institute. From the beginning until 
now James Bartley and his wife have 
been giving more and more time to 
this responsibility. In 1961 the Sand
erfords transferred to the Spanish 
Publishing House in El Paso, Texas. 
After the transfer of Mr. Sanderford, 
Kenneth Evenson came to the Insti
tute, teaching for six years before 
transferring also to El Paso. In 1962 
Dr. Murray Smith came especially 
appointed to the Institute. In 1968 
with the resignation of Mr. Evenson 
and the near retirement of Mr. Carl
isle, Jimmie Spann joined the faculty. 
In the year 1970 with the addition 
of Mack Jones to the faculty the In
stitute obtained four missionary 
families designated primarily tq its 
faculty. During these years the mis
sionaries received help from, and 
were blessed by, national professors.

The third urgent need was to have 
and keep a student body. Would there 
be enough response to the announce
ment made in late 1955 to have a 
student body? In the first year there 
were eight students, six young men 
and two young girls, who began a 
three-ycar course of study. Because 

of lack of space and the problem of 
adequate faculty no new students 
were accepted until March 1960. 
Since that year new students have 
been accepted each year for a four- 
year course, twenty-five students 
have been graduated, and the student 
body has grown to fifteen which in
cludes three married couples.

The fourth urgent need was ade
quate buildings. In 1960 an adminis
tration and dormitory building was 
completed, financed with Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering money. This 
building was designed to house twelve 
girls, housemother, director’s office, 
workroom, one classroom, and din
ing room which served also for an
other classroom and chapel room. In 
1967 another dormitory building was 
completed which provided space for 
fourteen young men and an apart
ment for a national professor

The fifth urgent need was to chan
nel back into the churches the energy 
and training of these students. To 
accomplish this the response of the 
churches and missions points was 
needed. While in the Institute the 
students were invited by the churches 
to serve on the weekends in the 
churches and jn the mission pointe.

The effectiveness of this ministry was 
recorded on the reports turned into 
the practical activities department 
and indicated by the number of in
vitations received by the students 
from the churches. The reports of the 
students as to the number of their 
visits, personal contacts, and assist
ance in professions of faith were of 
such number that they were an in
spiration not only for the students 
but also for the professors. The invi
tations to the students to work were 
nearly always in excess of students 
available to respond.

Many of the same problems exist 
today: faculty, finances to secure na
tional professors; buildings, an ade
quate building to house married 
couples and families who wish to pre
pare for pastorates; areas of service, 
a challenge before the Baptist con
stituency to begin new work utilizing 
the trained young people and others 
graduating from the Institute.

Is it worth the cost to face these 
problems? A young man from a 
broken home, a leftist in philosophy, 
converted and called by Christ, en
tered the Institute to prepare himself 
to minister to his own people. After 
graduating with honors, he became
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pastor of one of the fastest growing 
Baptist churches, located in the third 
principal city of Uruguay. He is writ
ing articles for the Spanish Publish
ing House in El Paso. A young couple 
with two children heard the call of 
their Lord for the ministry. Though 
only in their third year of the four- 
year course, the husband is pastor of 

the most active of the churches, 
church is responsible for two mil 
points. These are only two examples 
of a greater work that is being done 
and can be done as necessary help is 
provided. These two men are winning 
and serving their people because 
Southern Baptists love their Lord and 
are concerned about world missions.
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Medical Dental

■
 VOLUNTEER

'T'HE Medical/Dental Volunteer 
■L Service (MDVS) was bom in the 

hearts of several physicians and den
tists who, though not professional 
missionaries, felt their responsibility 
and need to become personally in
volved in the ministry of medical mis
sions around the world.

Dr. Charles Black of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, was the first physician to 
pioneer this idea when he visited Ni
geria at his own expense in the early 
part of 1950. At that time he wrote: 
“I first received the inspiration to 
make the trip after hearing a talk 
by a nurse stationed in Nigeria. She 
had spoken of the great needs for 
physicians among the vast population 
of this country.”

After Black’s return from Nigeria, 
Mr. L. A. Adegbite, president of the 
Ogbomosho Baptist District Associa
tion, wrote: “Your visit, among other 
things, has brought immediate medi
cal aid to our people. It has also 
preached Christ effectively, showing 
us that we are one in Christ despite 
differences of race, culture, and lan-

The

Dr. Robert Mann, Easley, South Caro
lina, served at Baptist Clinic, El Por- 
venir, Honduras.

guage. From the depths of our hearts, 
we express gratitude to you. In fact, 
we are at a loss of words to show our 
gratitude. We can only commend you 
to God who is the only one to reward 
you abundantly."

After this visit to Nigeria, he went 
to Barranquilla, Colombia, in 1954 to 
help in the newly opened Baptist hos
pital in that city.

Later, Dr. Castle Parker, a dentist 
in Murray, Kentucky, was invited by 
the Guatemala Mission to make a trip 
to Guatemala to initiate a ministry 
that has proven a great blessing to 

many in the rural parts of that coun
try and has opened up many areas to 
the gospel. This ministry of rural 
ambulatory dental missions has con
tinued not only in Guatemala, but 
also in Honduras, Guyana, and other 
Central America countries.

Since that early beginning, there 
have been now close to seventy physi
cians, dentists, nurses, and pharma
cists who have given of their time in 
personal involvement in overseas mis
sions.

What is the purpose and oppor
tunity of the MDVS?

Dr. and Mrs. Joe Pipkin, Orlando, 
Florida, served at Sanyati Baptist Hos
pital, Rhodesia.

1. To help meet overwhelming 
medical and dental needs around the 
world.

2. To provide opportunities for 
personal involvement of Baptist med
ical personnel in foreign missions in 
a language understood by the masses 
of the world, the language of love 
through the use of medical and dental 
skills.

3. To fulfil the responsibility given 
to all children of God to witness.

4. To serve as a catalyst for mis
sions interest in churches as they re
turn home.

5. To strengthen morale among 
medical missionaries on the field by 
their visits, their sharing of recent 
developments in the professional 
field, and their fellowship with their 
professional colleagues.

These objectives have been ful
filled by the MDVS.

Meeting Overwhelming Needs
Long lines of waiting patients in 

the outpatient department of many 
missionary hospitals; infant mortality 
of 50 to 60 percent or higher; the 
complete absence of any dental pro
fessional help in many areas of the 
world; overworked medical mission
ary physicians and dentists in need of 
a few days vacation; diseases in the 
terminal stages that could have been 
cured in the early stages; long elec
tive surgical procedures that cannot 
be met for weeks or months—these 
speak of the raw physical needs that 
must be met if Baptists are to witness

Franklin T. Fowler

to God's love to the world. By meet
ing such needs as these, Christ proved 
his genuineness to John (Matt. 11:5).

After one of the volunteer dentists 
worked in a hospital in Mbeya, Tan
zania, Dr. Robert Laffoon wrote: “It 
is impossible to place a value on his 
contribution to our missions program 
during his brief stay here. He and his 
wife worked like Trojans. We did not 
have a dental clinic established pre
viously, so it was necessary to take 
the first several days out to set up 
the chairs and dental units. Subse
quently, he cared for the dental needs 
of all the missionary staff and multi
ples of other patients. Thank you for 
directing them our way."

Another one of the physicians after 

Dr. Ernest Gregory (left), San Antonio, Texas, served at Sanyati Baptist Hospital, 
Rhodesia. _______________________________

visiting in Ghana wrote, *We have 
reached about three hundred patieuts 
each day with the clinic plus about 
six surgical cases, so we were kept 
busy enough!”

far Personal InvotvmwM*
The gospel dictates personal in

volvement. If Christians are to be 
Christ's witnesses and he is to dwell 
in them, they must be where he would 
be, in the midst of those who have 
needs. The MDVS is a service of 
personal involvement with human 
needs. One dentist wrote: “I feel that 
I must find a way out of this entrap
ment of materialism so prevalent in 
the American Christian atmosphere 
today. I would be glad to use the 
talents and skills that God has allowed 
to be developed in me. Do you have 
need of a dentist at any time for a 
short-term mission of a few weeks?”

One physician wrote: “My family 
and 1 would like to express our ap
preciation for the opportunity of serv
ing at the Southern Baptist Hospital 
in Nalerigu, Ghana, during the past 
summer. The experience was a rich
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, Dr. Don Gillis served in Quezaltenango, Guatemala.

tist wrote: “We continue to be 
haunted and challenged by the world
wide opportunity to witness to Jesus 
by way of the door of dentistry.”

Another wrote: “We have experi
enced things that will keep us from 
ever having the same attitudes about 
our missions work in remote areas. 
My thoughts are still in Nigeria, even 
at times when they should be here 
with current problems. I am im
pressed that there is unlimited oppor
tunity for witness for Jesus Christ 
through dentistry. I had no idea that 
the needs were so great and the op
portunities so vast _ until I was al
lowed to go and be in the middle of 
our work. If there is any way that I 
can be of further service to Christ 
through the doors of my profession 
and through our denomination, 1 
feel that I must offer my life for this 
cause.”

Another physician wrote: “I think 
the highlight of my trip was going 
with one of the missionary physicians 
to the bush for a couple of revivals. 
This certainly helped clarify for me 
the role of the hospital witness in 
missions.”

Another dentist wrote: “On the fol
lowing days, we worked in the market 
town of Carcha, Guatemala. The mis
sionaries had not gotten a foothold 
there, so this dental work opened up 
a new way to get to the Indians. We 
actually ran out of supplies in this 
area and had to leave people waiting 
for dental work. The mayor of the

and meaningful one, and the events 
which we were privileged to experi
ence and witness will continue to en
rich our lives. I only wish that other 
physicians could have the experience 
of living with some of the physical 
and spiritual needs of countries such 
as Ghana, Jordan, and other emerg
ing nations. There is no parallel 
at home, in my experience, to the 
eagerness for spiritual instruction and 
the need for physical help, and at the 
same time, such an overwhelming and 
obvious lack of people to supply 
either of these needs. The elderly 
Ghanaian who disrupted the Sunday 
School class in his eagerness to find 
out more about Christ is an example 
of this. My family and I thank God 
for the opportunity of observing and 
helping in such a small way with the 
Southern Baptist witness for Christ in 
Ghana. Since 1 have returned, I have 
had the opportunity to share some of 
our experiences and observations with 
other Christians and look forward to 
continuing to do this as a small part 
of our participation in our Christian 
witness for foreign missions."

Giving Personal Witness to 
God’s Love

The place and method of witnessing 
may vary, but that Christians are to 
witness to the Lord and to his love 
cannot be debated. Asa MDVS parti
cipant goes into the world and con
fronts some of the overwhelming 
needs, he has an unlimited opportuni
ty to witness to God’s love. One den

town was most happy to have us work 
with his people. The Simmses and 
Greenwoods are making plans for 
having a large tent service in the fu
ture where the people can get dental 
work, see a continuous film on the 
life of Christ, and hear God’s Word. 
I think that this is a great idea and 1 
hope to be a part of it. I could write 
pages on my experiences; and I be
lieve that I have a better understand
ing of our missionary work and a 
greater appreciation of the Foreign 
Mission Board personnel.”

Catalysts lor MMons Mmsts
One of the great by-products of 

the MDVS is the support these men 
and women give missions as they 
come back and share with their 
churches and their communities what 
they have seen and done. Missions 
becomes a living reality to the whole 
church as one of their own shares his 
experiences. Many times laymen who 
are members of local civic groups and 
clubs have the opportunity of pre
senting to them the needs of the world 
and the place of the Christian church 
in world involvement.

A dentist tells his experience: “I 
am enjoying sharing my time in Ni
geria with numerous churches and 
civic clubs. We are fortunate in hav
ing a rather good collection of slides 
to aid the presentation. We were 
graciously wardrobed by the boys of 
the clinic at a ‘function’ that they 
staged. They gave me a very beauti
ful Yoruba outfit that I wear when I 
am telling the story of the wonderful 
witness of Jesus Christ that our mis
sionaries have planted in Nigeria.”

A physician wrote: “I have been 
home only a few weeks, but have al
ready shared my slides and told about 
my experiences close to twenty 
times.”

Uplifting Morale Among 
Medical Missionaries

A missionary in Nigeria responded 
to the program: “The doctor and his 
wife arrived on Saturday, and are a 
delight to all of us. They just fell into 
the pattern immediately. Because 
they are here, I*am on a short vaca- 

tfon. Bob (another medical mission
ary) will be able to go to the river 
and do some scuba diving when I 
get back.”

Dr. John Roper of Jordan wrote: 
“The MDVS physician was a tremen
dous help to us during his month in 
Jordan.”

One of the hospital administrators 
wrote in reference to the visit of a 
dentist: “We wish to express to you 
our deep satisfaction with the ser
vices rendered to our hospital this 
past summer by the visiting dentist 
and his wife. We want to register our 
request for them to come back next 
summer.”

Many others have written about the 
great help that these men and women 

Dr. J. Cooper Howard, Jr., Clinton, North Carolina, served at Ajloun, Jordan.

have been to them and the morale 
boost they have given.

Is there a need? Will I be used? 
These are frequent questions asked by 
physicians and dentists as they con
sider the MDVS program.

The physical needs are overwhelm
ing.

The spiritual opportunities are un
limited.

The welcome by the missionary is 
enthusiastic.

The necessity for stimulating mis
sionary interest in the local 
churches back home is impera
tive.

Though the MDVS participant can 
never replace the career missionary, 
and he was never intended to do that, 
he can certainly be a great help in 
many areas. In some places, he can 
pioneer into areas where there has 
been a dearth of medical and dental 
attention and do it with assurance 
that his limited efforts of a few weeks 
will have permanent results.

What are the definite requests?
A surgeon for Ghana, Nigeria, 

or Indonesia.

An orthopedist for Gaza.
A general practitioner for Ye

men.
A dentist for Rhodesia, Guyana, 

Honduras, or Guatemala.
A urologist for Gaza.
An opthalmologist, who can 

teach the missionary physicians some 
opthalmologic surgery, needed in 
many areas.

An anesthesiologist who would 
be willing to teach new methods of 
anesthesia.

The MDVS pamphlet states: “It is 
our general feeling that three to four 
weeks should be the minimum dura
tion of medical/dental volunteer 
visits. Those participating in the pro
gram pay their own travel expenses 
to and from the field of service.

“Those who work in mission hos
pitals and clinics have a purpose that 
is deeper than simply the practice of 
medicine and dentistry: to bring the 
total gospel to the total and eter
nal personality. Southern Baptists’ 
medical work has a vital, integral re
lationship with the spiritual ministry 
of our missionaries. By it God’s love 
is shown through the ministry of com
passion, and men and women are 
pointed to the saving grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” With modem 
transportation and the worldwide lan
guage of love in action (the relief 
of pain), the MDVS has unique op
portunities.

Copies of the pamphlet “Medical/ 
Dental Volunteer Service” are free 
upon request from Literature Distri
bution, Foreign Mission Bohrd, P. O. 
Box 6597, Richmond, Virginia 
23230. 4

Mrs. J. Cooper Howard served with 
her husband in Jordan.
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IN OUR STAfli
Ruth Provence
MfU [Mutm Stenttry
North C»rolln«

rp HE first day of the Week of 
* Prayer for Foreign Missions . . . 
concerned women in a church in 
Rhodesia met under a tree because 
there was no church building. On 
Tuesday, at the time for the prayer 
service, rain was pouring. As South 
Carolina missionary Jackie Neely left 
her home, she remarked to her hus
band Herbert that she and the pas
tor’s wife would be the only ones 
praying that day. To her surprise, 
thirteen women had come and had 
been invited into a member’s home. 
They had walked in the rain to meet, 
study, and pray. One member who 
was to share in the program could not 
read, but had been taught her part 
by her husband the night before. Mrs. 
Neely wrote, “I can’t express how 
marvelous that meeting was that 
day.”

For Baptist Women prayer services 
during the Week of Prayer for Foreign 
Missions to be meaningful, members 
must be concerned to the point of 
giving themselves, no matter what the 
cost Too often Southern Baptist 
women are content to give only the 
leftovers of time, thought, and energy. _________________ ________ _______
Too often personal convenience is the in costumes to visit the departments 
determining factor in preparations for 
the week of prayer.

How effective has been the Week 
of Prayer for Foreign Missions in the 
past? Consider some guidelines to use 
in making the week of prayer reward
ing for members and far-reaching for 
the cause of world missions.

Build spirit through each leader of 
the officers council. While the mis-

sion support chairman carries a major 
responsibility in planning for the Bap
tist Women observance of the week 
of prayer and in selecting those to 
lead the different services, the entire 
council must give support in prayer, 
enthusiasm, and effort. Group lead
ers are key persons in arousing in
terest on the part of each member. 
Personal example and individual con
tacts are essential. Beyond telephone 
calls, they should see that transporta
tion is provided for all non-driving 
members. Without question, the en
tire officers council must believe in 
the Week of Prayer for Foreign Mis
sions as a direct means of personal 
involvement in world missions.

Use variety in publicity. A mail out 
to Baptist Women members is helpful. 
Original posters inviting women to 
Baptist Women services may be dis
played in Adult department rooms 
and elsewhere. First Church, West 
Columbia, has Baptist Women mem
bers responsible for a related interest 
center in each Adult department room 
on the opening Sunday. Oakland 
Chuch, Rock Hill, has found it effec
tive on the first Sunday to have women 

and to be seen in the hallways of the 
educational building.

Schedule prayer services at times 
when women can attend. Services in 
the morning, the afternoon, and the 
evening of each day will reach more 
women. Even when there is only one 
Baptist Women organization, oppor
tunities for corporate prayer may be 
provided at varying times. Morning 

meetings enable mothers of young 
schoolchildren to participate. Eve
ning meetings meet the needs of those 
employed outside the home. Euhaw 
Church, Savannah River Association, 
has experienced an effective prayer 
breakfast. Edgewood Church, Walter
boro, finds that employed women are 
reached directly after work through 
prayer services at 5:30 P.M. while 
other members attend in the morning 
or at night. As needed, provisions 
should be made for preschool children 
at the time of the prayer services.

Small organizations often bring their 
members together in homes. When 
this is done, some of the ideas shared 
below may be adapted and used. At 
times a small organization may take 
its meeting for prayer to the home of 
a shut-in.

Create an atmosphere of worship. 
Placards at the doorway on easels or 
held by women may bear a picture of 
“Praying Hands" or a worded re
minder, “Be Silent . . . The Master is 
Here.” Soft lights and instrumental 
or recorded music are aids to quiet
ness. A spotlighted interest center is 
in itself a call to meditation. The 
interest center should be appropriate 
to the theme and to world missions. 
Something may be added for each ser
vice to emphasize the topic of the day.

Women in Corinth Church, a rural 
church in Screven Association, find 
helpful the file of pictures, maps, and 
objects in the church library as they 
use initiative in preparing the interest 
center. “Praying Hands” of different 
sizes and materials owned by a mem

ber are a further resource. First Bap
tist Church, Greenwood, has displayed 
a collage with pictures from missions 
magazines and elsewhere. Art tissue 
was used to advantage to emphasize 
certain parts of the collage.

Do not overlook lighting effects. A 
spotlight, a lighted globe, a shadow 
oi the cross on a world map, and sub
dued lights are possibilities.

Dolls and flags of the nations made 
by Girls in Action and Acteens are 
often a resource. Many times a 
woman’s interest is drawn toward the 
prayer services by sharing interesting 
articles and costumes owned person
ally.

Special music may be used for con
tinuity from day to day; or it may be 
varied in selection and in manner 
rendered. Mrs. Bob Prater of Oak
land Church, Rock Hill, has used a 
cappella solos with opening or clos
ing prayer times. The soloist sits on 
the front pew or last pew. Voices from 
the back of the room or from an ad
joining side room are used for Scrip
ture passages or to ask questions 
which are answered by other partici
pants.

Vitalize the missions information. 
Suggestions in Royal Service may 
be adapted, creative ideas brought 
into play.

Mrs. R. C. Johnson of Edgewood 
Church has found it effective to adapt 
the missions information in Royal 
Service material for first person con
versational sharing. Also, she has 
found that members feel an involve
ment when questions are distributed 

and asked of a “missionary,” or when 
members answer questions in spon
taneous fashion through brief com
ments beginning, “I have read."

Costumes, tableaux or pantomimes, 
hidden voices, and simple drama may 
be used effectively. Mrs. McCuen 
Thomason of Chestnut Ridge Church, 
Laurens Association, recalls using a 
tableau of a medical missions scene 
with a missionary doctor and nurse 
portrayed, as other members behind 
a screen tell of medical work in a 
given location. A tape recorder is use
ful in varying presentation of material. 
Mrs. Bob Prater reports success with 
an original drama on Wednesday 
night to give focus on missions work 
and appeal for dedicated giving. Simi
lar creativity and effort for a prayer 
meeting of a Baptist Women organiza
tion will quicken interest and secure 
response from members.

Charts and build-up or strip posters 
add meaning to statistics and other 
facts. Maps of areas and countries 
accent missions information and re
quests that are shared. Audiovisuals 
from the Foreign Mission Board or 
slides shown by some member who 
has visited missions points will per
sonalize missions.

Give priority to prayer. All plan
ning should reflect dependence upon 
the Holy Spirit. The opportunity for 
missionary intercession must be mag
nified.

Advance contact with some who 
will lead in audible prayer enables 
these to be prepared in mind and 
spirit. However, others should be en

couraged to voice the prayers of their 
hearts.

When directed prayer or silent 
prayer is used, ample time should be 
allowed for sincere definite inter
cession. The value of such a plan is 
often defeated by inadequate time.

Praying becomes very real and mis
sions causes are directly strengthened 
when opportunity is given for women 
to spend part of the time in small 
prayer groups. Lucas Avenue Church, 
Laurens, has experienced this. Mrs. 
Alvin Boone comments enthusiasti
cally that the plan called for extra 
work in advance but prove*} to be a 
most rewarding experience. A leader^ 
had been chosen for each group in adfl 
vance. After time together in the totaH 
organization, members separated into 
small classrooms where they engaged 
in an extended period of genuine 
prayer. The appointed leaders pre
sented further missions information 
and related prayer requests and all 
participated in praying before return
ing to the larger room for the closing 
moments of the meeting. Mrs. Albert 
Smith, mission support chairman of 
Catawba Church, Rock Hill, com
ments: “We have each chosen a 
prayer partner and gone aside to a 
quiet place to pray for missions re
quests. This is very effective.”

Prayer requests need to be definite. 
One member in Chestnut Ridge 
Church summarized the prayer re
quests on a flip chart, illustrating these 
with pictures. She quickly went 
through the chart mentioning the 
needs; then went back and, for each
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need, called on a member to pray.
Some organizations set aside one 

day for the women to come to the 
church for individual prayer focusing 
on the emphasis of the day^^infor- 
mation and prayer requests drawn 

kfrom Royal Service are mimeo- 
p graphed for use by the women or 

members are asked to bring personal 
copies of Royal Service and use the 
material in their own way when they 
pray. A related plan of prayer “around 
the clock” from 5:00 A.M. to 12 mid
night has been used by Catawba 
Church, Rock Hill, with members 
signing up in advance on a “clock” 
poster.

Mrs. R. C. Johnson testifies of the 
spiritual impact of the Week of Prayer 
for Foreign Missions in Edgewood 
Church. In the services, prayer pe
riods interspersed the presentation of 
factual material. A sense of urgency 
was felt as women knelt and prayed in 
direct intercession. The week resulted 
in several rededications on the part of 
members as women felt themselves 
genuinely participating. Two have ac
cepted responsibility in the church 
and are continuing to serve as never 
before.

Focus upon receiving the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering. This act 
should be meaningful and worshipful.

One year Augusta Heights Church, 
Greenville, prepared a floral arrange
ment of pink poinsettias with a white 
angel and pink candle on a table cov
ered with a white cloth. Members
brought gifts to an offering plate 
placed on the table.

Doctors Creek Church, a rural
church near Walterboro, found it ef
fective and impressive to have two 
women to hold offering plates, one 
dressed as Lottie Moon, one repre
senting a missionary of today.

The interest center may point to 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering if 
desired. Churches in Charleston have 

arranged a setting with offering en
velopes leading into the open door of 
a “church” with ribbons extending 
from the rear of the simulated church 
to missions points indicated on a map 
or globe.

Many churches use effective, origi
nal ways to depict the progress of the 
total offerings given by the church. 
Baptist Women members who share 
from hearts of compassion and love 
watch this record of progress with 
unusual interest.

Stress personal involvement. The 
dedication of the mission support 
chairman cannot be overemphasized. 
Mrs. Edwin E. Patterson of Augusta 
Heights Church, Greenville, writes: 
“This person must believe in missions 
with her whole heart... her influence 
is one of the most important things in 
making this week a success. Her en
thusiasm will make a great difference 
in how others think and feel about 
missions." The mission support chair
man or persons chosen to lead indi
vidual services should involve as many 
women as possible in preparations for 
the week, in vital presentation of mis
sions, in prayer experience, in giving. 
All missions groups must feel respon
sibility toward the week. Talents of 
members need to be captured for 
Christ. Mrs. Patterson adds, “Involve
ment is a necessity to achieve any 
goal."

Expect spiritual results. Beyond 
the results on missions fields, many 
Baptist women find a greater prayer 
commitment in the days that follow. 
Some, convicted of unfaithfulness in 
Christian stewardship, renew their 
dedication. At times, lives are touched 
in a direct way for the service of 
Christ.

This was true in the case of Martha 
and Harold Lewis of South Carolina, 
who have completed one term of ser
vice as missionaries to Trinidad.

“It was through the Week of Prayer 

for Foreign Missions in 1962 that I 
came to know God’s will for my life," 
Martha declares. “As the women of a 
small church where my husband was 
pastor met each day to pray for the 
needs of the missionaries and the 
cause of Christ around the world, God 
answered my prayer for more workers 
as he spoke to me. I knew that he 
wanted me in a special service. A 
peace such as I have never known 
before filled my heart”

Harold, who in earlier years had 
felt some impression toward overseas 
service, shares this testimony: “Dur
ing the Week of Prayer for Foreign 
Missions in December 1962 while I 
was leading a special service, God 
spoke to me with tremendous clarity. 
“The words seemed to leap from the 
pages of Royal Service as they told 
of the work in the West Indies Fed
eration. My mouth kept saying the 
words, but I kept hearing a voice, 
‘Now you are ready. Here is the place 
you are to go.' With great jubilation 
I made my way home and found my 
wife, who had been kept from the 
service by illness of a child, quietly 
seated in our family room watching 
TV. I could contain my feelings no 
longer. ‘We are going to the missions 
field,’ I blurted out.

“ T know,’ remarked Martha. Un
known to me she had felt God’s call 
earlier that week and had been pray
ing for God to call me.”

Three years later Martha and 
Harold Lewis were appointed to Trini
dad.

The Week of Prayer for Foreign 
Missions is an experience—something 
to be felt—something that has mean
ing for Baptist Women, for over 
2,500 missionaries, for missions work 
in 75 countries. God’s Spirit yearns 
to have free course. The acceptance 
of this opportunity will advance the 
cause of Christ in the world of the 
7O’«.

Jean Holland

She Keeps 
Her Promise

BECAUSE a Valdosta housewife 
believes in keeping promises, 

Cuban refugee housewives in Miami 
are soon to receive a handy Spanish- 
English shopper’s guide.

One hundred copies of "Guia Para 
Compradores" by Carole A. David
son of Valdosta are on their way to 
the Baptist Refugee Center in Miami.

"When I was majoring in Spanish 
at the Woman’s College of the Uni
versity of North Carolina, I had a 
scholarship to study for a year at the 
National University of Mexico,” said 
Mrs. Davidson. “I accepted it with 
the understanding 1 would use the 
knowledge I gained in Mexico to help 
better relations with Latin American 
people."

When she arrived in Mexico she 
found it hard at first to shop for gro
ceries "in Spanish," she said.

"And I saw the problem in reverse 
when wc lived in Milledgeville while 
my husband was interning as a clini
cal psychologist at the Central State 
Hospital.

“There are so many Cuban refugee 
doctors on the staff there, you know. 
I would hear their wives talking to 
each other in Spanish in the grocery 
store, and they seemed to be having 
trouble finding what they wanted.”

Settled in Valdosta where her hus
band, Dr Elwin R. Davidson, teaches 
psychology at Valdosta State College, 
she became active in the mission ac
tion group at Northside Baptist 
Church.

"We meet once a month and dis
cuss missions needs and have a prayer 
service for our missionaries," she 
said.

What better way to aid the mis
sionaries working with Cuban refu
gees in Miami and to keep the 
promise she made when she accepted 
her scholarship than to prepare a 
shopper’s guide for bewildered Cuban 
housewives, she decided.

When the members of the mission 
action group warmed to the idea, Mrs. 
Davidson began assembling a list of 
most needed grocery items.

“I went through the index of a 
cookbook and took down all the food 
headings I could find," she said. 
“And after adding a list of my own 
most often .used food items, I also 
took Latin American cookery into 
consideration."

The result is a handy little 36-page 
mimeographed booklet with pages 
that measure one-fourth the size of 
a sheet of typing paper.

“Mrs. Earl Hunter, our church sec
retary, mimeographed them for us, 
and the members of our group met at 
the home of Mrs. N. D. Lee to as
semble and staple them," Mrs. David
son said.

Some members of the missions 
group have studied a little Spanish, 
she said, “and everyone was inter
ested."

It was necessary to know the dif
ference in Mexican and Cuban usage.

"Sweet potato is camote in Mexico, 

but batata in Cuba,” Mrs. Davidson 
explained. "And peanuts are called 
cacabuates in Mexico, but the Cubans 
refer to them as mani.”

In a foreword that begins “Estima
tes Compradores" (Dear Shoppers), 
Mrs. Davidson tells the recipient of 
the little guide: “If you have found 
yourself searching for the English 
names of the articles that you would 
need during the days that you go to 
the grocery store, this little book 
probably will be useful to you. It 
would be much easier to search for 
the English words in a smalf booklet 
than in a larger book such as the dic
tionary. And also what foreigner has 
not felt himself too obvious upon 
carrying a dictionary with him. I hope 
this little shopper’s guide will make 
life a little more comfortable for. you.

“I have had the help of my kind 
husband and Mrs. Martinez, wife of 
Dr. A. C. Martinez of Milledgeville, 
and of Professor James Thornton of 
Valdosta; Mrs. Pilar Fernandez, a 
Spanish teacher in Valdosta, cor
rected the final copy of the book. To 
these people I offer my sincere 
thanks. The errors that remain are 
mine.”

If there are any errors, ten to one 
the grateful Cuban housewives into 
whose hands the guide falls will be 
charitable. For the compiling of the 
little book is obviously the gesture of 
a compassionate housewife.

Reprinted from Ttu Valdosta Daily Timas, Febre 
ary 9. 1970.
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I Congress Urged to Consider More Liberal Laws
I for Conscientious Objectors

Beth Hayworth

A SENATE subcommittee has re- 
leased a report urging Congress 

to consider expanding the law on con
scientious objection to include regis
trants who object to a particular war 
on ethical or moral grounds. It also 
strongly urges that the present law 
governing conscientious objectors be 
enforced uniformly by all draft 
boards.

The 93-page report, prepared by 
the Senate Subcommittee on Admin
istrative Practice and Procedure, con
tains several other recommendations 
for reforming the draft

The argument in favor of selective 
conscientious objectors, the report 
stated, “is simply that young men 
who have ethical or moral beliefs 
against a particular war should not 
be treated differently than young men 
who have sincere religious beliefs 
against all wars.”

A case now pending before the 
Supreme Court, United States v. Sis
son, raises the issue of whether such 
special treatment is constitutionally 
required. If the Court finds that it is, 
the report pointed out, Congress will 
have to implement the decision with 
appropriate legislation. But, the re
port continued, “Congress should 
consider the question" even if the 
Court finds that there is no constitu
tional necessity for selective consci
entious objector status.

The argument against permitting 
young men to select which wan they 
will oppose on ground of conscience, 
the report said, “is that it is admin
istratively impracticable.” Such a law 
“may also create new inequities in the 
draft system,” it continued. The ad
ministrative problem, according to 
the report, is “how to determine who 
is a since selective conscientious ob
jector and who is merely trying to 
avoid military service."

The Judiciary subcommittee sug
gested that Congress consider a pro
posal made by President Kingman 
Brewster of Yale Univenity. His pro
posal is that anyone who requests a 
selective objector status should be 
granted it, but should then be re
quired to undergo noncombatant ser
vice of comparable risk to that 
undergone by draftees.

Presumably this does not mean 
that every conscientious objector 
must go to the battlefield, the report 
continued. All that would be required 
is that the same percentage of selec
tive conscientious objectors as 
draftees be subjected to battle risks 
and that in all other respects—pay, 
length of service, separation from 
families—selective conscientious ob
jectors and draftees be treated 
equally.

If, the report stated, "it proves im
possible to subject selective consci
entious objectors to equal risks, then 
they could be required to serve for a 
longer time.”

In listing the pros and cons of such 
a proposal, the subcommittee pointed 
out that ■ the Brewster plan “would 

not please those who do not believe 
they should be subjected to any risks 
or should play any role in a war they 
deem immoral." The report also 
pointed out that selective conscien
tious objector exemptions “would 
inevitably favor the more educated 
and articulate registrants," who are 
more likely to present an informed 
basis for their objections to a particu
lar war. The Brewster proposal, "by 
eliminating the need for a young man 
to demonstrate his sincerity, removes 
this potential inequity,” the Senate re
port stated.

The subcommittee was especially 
critical of the lack of uniform appli
cation of the law regarding conscien
tious objection, declaring that under 
the present system, it is “particularly 
arbitrary.” Testimony heard by the 
subcommittee reveals, according to 
the report, that “some state systems 
simply do not agree with the Congress 
position on conscientious objectors 
and refuse to confer such status on 
any registrant.”

"This is lawlessness, plain and 
simple, and must be remedied by 
strong action from national headquar
ters," the subcommittee declared.

The draft reform recommendations 
ask that “simple, uniform national 
standards” be established concerning 
deferments. "Repeatedly," the sub
committee said, they heard testimony 
that one state would treat conscien
tious objectors, teachers, scientists, 
and Peace Corps volunteers entirely 
differently from another state. Often, 
within each state, the local boards 
would differ with each other, accord
ing to the testimony.

| Frances Bolin

s 
p 
0 The action of the Senate sub- 
E committee recognize* a moral di- 
2 lemma facing young men today, 
g The issue of war reaches deep 
E into our society and into the

church.
This is as it should be. The conscience 

of Christian youth is tender. Perhaps 
we have taught them too well that all 
men are the handiwork of a divine 
Creator. They may have been listening 
too intently when we have shown how 
the Bible teaches love for our enemies 
■nd that those who live by the sword 
■hall perish by it. They believe deeply 
in the priesthood of the believer, one of 
our most cherished doctrines, applying 
it to their own study and lives.

And, as they have done so, we have 
too often left them alone in their 
struggle. We have often rejected their 
conclusions when they run counter to 
our own. This situation is equally as 
troubling to the young man whose con
science leads him to object to war as it 
is to the young man entering the mili
tary whose family feels that he should 
not fight in an “unjust” war.

Let us recognize that there are some 
very specific helps we can give our 
young people. Most importantly we 
must face the issues. We sometimes 
tend to barrage our youth with endless 
activities to deflect their concerns into 
more comfortable areas. At best this 
tactic will buy time; at worst it will 
arouse bitterness and cynicism.

We face the problem: young people 
are disturbed about war and the draft. 
Obviously, this is only a beginning. We 
could face the issues forever, like the 
woman who spends the day in front of 
her mirror recognizing that she has a 
bad complexion. Awareness must lead 
to planning and action.

Here I wish to make a definite recom
mendation, suggesting ways in which it 
can be effected. We need to sit down 
with young people and define the prob
lem in language that all can understand. 
One of the best ways 1 know that this 
could be done is through the medium 
of a study discussion. I deeply believe 
that this approach is far superior to 
turning the problem over to the young 
people and saying, “OK, you guys talk 
about it." They are already talking 

•bout it, finding words can be mean- 
ingleaa and frustrating.

If we are to come to grips with the 
generation gap, we, aa the church, must 
act to bring age groups together. There 
are several avenues through which such 
a group might be established: com
bined groups during the church training 
hour or special sessions sponsored by 
the missions organizations of the church 
are two. [Continued on p. 64]

R Ophelia Humphrey

q My sons, their friends, and the 
E* young people with whom I work 
* and counsel in my home church 
O and across Texas, keep me heart- 
N breakingly aware that bitterness 
§ and rebellion are their daily com- 

panions. They live with the crush
ing reality that a careless nation 

would dare to preempt their precious 
time, future opportunities, and even life 
itself without commitment to victory or 
even full support of them.

As a mother of sons, as a Christian, 
as a citizen, I do not agree that the law 
should be broadened to provide shelter 
for traitors and cowards. However, 1 do 
sincerely believe that there should be 
some immediate changes in the laws. 
Admittedly, this is somewhat like lock
ing the stable door after the horse is 
stolen.

First, the peacetime draft should be 
outlawed. If there is no emergency suf
ficient to require equal sacrifice from 
the whole of the nation, it is obviously 
not important enough to force young 
men into involuntary servitude—slavery.

Second, there should be no such thing 
as a "police action" non-war. Any situa
tion which endangers America is urgent 
enough to require a declaration of war 
with the resultant mobilization of the 
total resources of the land. It is murder 
to send young men to die under a "no 
win" policy; it is even more immoral 
to send them to die without total support 
of the nation they serve.

The Senators’ call for both “selective 
conscientious objectors" and “uniform 
national standards" summarizes the total 
inconsistency of their thinking. Stand
ards are either uniform or selective, they 
cannot be both. If situation ethics be
comes the law. entitling citizens to de
cide when or if they will support their 
nation, there cannot be uniform appli
cation of any law.

R Norma Jean Baker

q How can a young man honestly 
•? evaluate his attitudes toward mili- 
R tary service. In the Christian 
O home and the church, he has been 
N tauih*:
ig "Thou shall not kill ... .” 
p "Love your enemy ...
** “Overcome evil with good ....”
He has also been taught that he has 

resporisibilities to his community. And 
since the world is largely unredeemed, 
these responsibilities may involve fight
ing an aggressor. The vagueness of ob
jectives in the Vietnam war have brought 
these seemingly conflicting teachings 
into sharp focus.

Can the church and the home provide 
an atmosphere in which young men can 
examine the alternatives to war without 
fear of condemnation by the very people 
who have taught them to love?

In recent discussions with young men 
in college, and in current considera
tions of draft reform, I have felt keenly 
that our churches need to give attention 
to means for helping young men grapple 
honestly with their attitudes. Let me 
share impressions from conversations 
with two young men recently. Both are 
members of a Baptist church and are 
students in a Baptist college.

The first young man sat in my office 
discussing his vocational plans. It be
came obvious to me that his decisions 
about a major in college and a future 
vocation were being made on the basis 
of how he could avoid military service.

The second man candidly described 
his application for classification as a 
conscientious objector. He had thought
fully arrived at the decision that fight
ing in Vietnam would violate his own 
religious beliefs. His draft number has 
not been called, but in the event it is, 
he is willing to undergo noncombatant 
service of comparable time and pay of 
the draftee.

Without judgment of their motives, 
we can infer quite different processes 
by which each young man arrived at his 
present attitudes.

Which of these two men is function
ing at a higher level of moral develop
ment?

Should churches take a position with 
regard to compulsory military duty?

Is there an openness in our churches 
which will allow for widely differing 
opinions on such an issue as war?
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row the chasms. Most of them agree 
that the first thing we must do is 
identify the chasms and try to under
stand what causes them. This book is 
dedicated to that end.

Chasms in the Americas, edited by 
Dana S. Green (Friendship Press, 
$1.95 paper1)

“I’m about to explode with frustra
tion!” The young man who spoke 
looked as if he meant it. “People 
don’t really listen to us. And when 
they do, they’re threatened and they
go defensive. What chance have we 
got, when people turn us off?”

Those who heard him, like the 
speaker himself, had been back in the 
United States only a few weeks after 
extended visits to various parts of 
Latin America. They were sharing 
the problems they had encountered 
in trying to communicate their experi
ences across cultural lines.

Chasms begin to open between those 
who speak the language of freedom 
and those who don’t, between those 
whose lives are committed and those 
who are complacent and unaware. In 
this book are portrayed some of the 
chasms in the Americas. Every day 
these chasms, like the relative stand
ards of living, grow wider. But many 
sensitive people are working to nar-

>r MISSIONS READING

Books reviewed in this column each month may be 
used to supplement the Round Table Group Guido and 
the Mission Books Toaching Guido. Baptist Women
members may wish to choose these books for individual 
reading.

Where Tomorrow Struggles to Bo 
Born, Thomas J. Liggett (Friend
ship Press, $1.75 paper')

Christian mission is fulfilled through 
the achievement of two cardinal vir
tues: fidelity and relevance. The fi
delity of mission is achieved by the 
faithful conservation of the essential 
elements of God’s revelation in his 
chosen people and especially in Jesus 
Christ. Relevance is achieved when 
the mission is fulfilled in direct and 
concrete relationship to a particular 
people and within a particular context. 
This book tries to help the reader 
reach a deeper understanding of the 
implications of both fidelity and rele

vance in contemporary Latin Ameri
can reality as a context for Christian 
mission today.

Latin America is one of the most 
challenging contexts of Christian mis
sion in the twentieth century. Its vast 
territory embraces the contemporary 
paradox of basic cultural unity with 
wide diversity of natural resources, 
peoples, social conditions, and de
grees of modernization.

An understanding of Latin Amer
ica as a context of mission requires 
some insights into its history and some 
appreciation of the complexity of its 
contemporary realities.

The mission of the church must in
evitably confront specific issues. This 
volume tries to identify some of these 
issues as clearly as possible and to 
suggest some basis for understanding 
them and the dilemmas they pose.

God is calling his church today to 
a new understanding of what its fi
delity to the gospel and relevance to 
the modem world should mean. This 
book will contribute to its readers 
some greater understanding of what 
these issues may mean in the context 
of modern Latin Amterica. This under
standing should properly call for a 
new sense of mission as Christians 
strive to rise to the challenge that 
modern Latin America poses for the 
Christian church in the latter half of 
the twentieth century.

■Available from BapiiM Book Store

pMer 
gIoups

ROYAL SERVICE invited Baker 
James Cauthen, executive secre
tary, Foreign Mission Board, to 
share ten urgent prayer requests 
for foreign missions. Use these as 
a basis for prayer group experiences 
this month.

First, there should be prayer for 
peace. Southeast Asia has long been 
distressed by war, and the Middle 
East continues to be deeply disturbed.

Prayer for peace should include not 
only relationships between nations, 
but also the domestic scene. Hostili
ties need to be ended; confidence 
needs to be reasserted; reconciliation 
should be the note of the day rather 
than strife and hatred. Pray that there 
may come a resurgence of values that 
make for peace and a solution of the 
problems that divide people into hos
tile groups.

Second, prayer is needed for 
missionary volunteers. In 1969 an all- 
time high of 261 missionary appoint
ments was reached by the Foreign 
Mission Board. A smaller number 
has been appointed in 1970. The 
needs for more appointments are 
urgent. The missions fields call for 
more than 700 new missionaries an
nually, but the largest number ever 
appointed in one year was 261.

Ministers and their wives are ur
gently needed. All other types of 
missionaries are needed as well. There 
are forty-two different classifications 
of missionary service, and undoubt

edly the list will grow longer as time 
goes on. Docton and nurses are al
ways needed. The critical shortage 
of doctors in Nigeria has necessitated 
closing some of the medical work.

Third, there should be prayer for 
spiritual power. God’s servants feel 
so inadequate in the face of the over
whelming needs that surround them 
and their own limited strength. Pray 
that God may give to his servants in
sight so that they can know how best 
to meet the needs they face. Pray that 
the power of the Holy Spirit may sus
tain them amid all their labors, dis
appointments, trials, and joys. Pray 
that they may have such power that 
the Word they proclaim will go forth 
convincingly and persuasively.

Fourth, pray that God may call 
forth many workers on missions fields 
from among national Christians and 
anoint them with the power of his 
Holy Spirit for effective service. In 
every land, pastors arising from the 
people who receive Christ as Saviour 
are the ones who can best minister to 
their own people. The nurturing of 
these Christian workers for major ser
vice is a matter of great importance.

Fifth, pray for the protection of 
God’s servants in disturbed areas. 
This prayer for protection needs to 
include both missionaries and national 
Christians. Pray for those who live 
in areas where conditions are so tense 
that the strain of trying to work under 
those circumstances becomes very 
great. Remember national Christians 
who dare to follow Christ even though 
they are surrounded by family and 
neighbors who are unsympathetic.

Sixth, pray for God’s guidance in 
entering the remarkable doors that 
are now open for evangelism.

The door is open to witness on the 
campus of universities having large 
student bodies. In many lands more 
than half the population is made up 
of people under twenty-one years of 
age.

The largest use of mass media, in
cluding newspapers, radio, and tele
vision should be made. At the same 
time, great emphasis must be placed 
upon personal evangelism, visitation 

in homes, and gathering upail groups 
to talk about Jesus Christ.

Seventh, pray for the reopening of 
China. Twenty-five percent of the 
world’s population lives in that land. 
A great body of Christian people are 
there today trying to serve Christ 
under extremely difficult circum
stances. Their churches are closed; 
they are not able to carry on their 
work with freedom. Many of their 
leaders have been imprisoned or have 
suffered great difficulties. The atti
tude of their government is not fa
vorable toward any kind of religion.

Eighth, pray for God’s people who 
live in Communist lands. The atti
tude of Communist governments is 
not favorable toward Christianity. 
There are places where churches are 
open and people are able to worship, 
but their freedoms are extremely 
limited. In many places Bibles are 
few and in some places there are re
strictions upon the types of work that 
can be done. Many influences are 
brought to bear upon young people to 
deflect them from giving any attention 
to the Christian message.

Ninth, pray for a wider witness in 
the Muslim world. Many harriers to 
Christian faith confront Muslim peo
ple. They find it difficult to break 
with long-standing patterns and atti
tudes of people around them. They 
have at the same time a deep heart 
need and many of them are hungering 
to find answers to questions that 
trouble them in their souls.

Tenth, raise fervent prayers to God 
for further financial resources to carry 
on this ministry throughout the world. 
Keep in mind that at least $2,000,000 
of new money is needed by the For
eign Mission Board year by year in 
order to sustain advance. Last year 
the requests from the missions fields 
that were officially presented to the 
Foreign Mission Board amounted to 
$7,700,000 more than resources could 
supply.

Resources urgently need to be in
creased because the advance of mis
sions work creates new needs, and 
the development in work in existing 
fields produces new demands.
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PLANNING the PRAYER EXPERIENCE

v. I I K of PR \> | |{ lor I ORI ll,\ MISSIOX
November 29—December 6, 1970

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Goal: $16,000,000

Betas* *• Meettag
1. Encourage each person to bring 

her Bible.
2. Encourage use of personal prayer 

lists.
(1) Provide slips of paper and 

pencils at the door, or,
(2) Prepare mimeographed prayer 

lists.
3. Encourage each person to open 

her Bible to the Scripture passage for 
that day and be reading prayerfully.

(1) Write Scripture passages on 
the individual prayer lists, or,

(2) Write them on the chalkboard 
or poster.

God's Word for My World
1. A woman sits reading an open 

Bible with globe nearby.
2. A voice reads each Scripture 

passage.
3. In turn, the seated woman re

sponds verbally (italicized material) as 
though meditating to herself about what 
she has read.

4. Use the same people each day for 
continuity.

Call to Prayer
Ask someone to pray. Suggestions for 

that prayer:
1. Pray that the Holy Spirit will 

prepare minds and hearts to hear and 
to respond to God’s inner promptings 
this hour.

2. Pray for your pastor and staff. 
Pray for those in your church family 
who are experiencing illness or personal 
crisis. Pray for the ministry of your 
church.

3. Pray for your mayor by name, 
your governor, the President. Pray that 
they might have wisdom to discern the 
course of action through problems con
fronting them today. Pray for a con
scious awareness on their part of God’s 
presence and help.

4. Pray for the missionaries on the 
calendar of prayer. Pray for them within 
the context of the daily newspaper. For 
example: "We are aware, Father, that 
Mrs. Jones is witnessing today within 
the political upheaval in her country.

pray that the crisis might be re
solved peacefully. We pray also for an 

extra measure of thy guidance for all 
our missionaries in that area who are 
encountering these same circumstances 
today.”

5. Pray for God’s guidance in other 
specific world crises gleaned from news
papers, newscasts, news magazines.

Marie
A different song has been suggested 

for each day.

Tha Far Edge
1. Presentation of background ma

terial for intelligent intercessory pray
ing.

2. Present simply and directly—per
haps as a newscast.

3. If there is too much material in
cluded in “The Far Edge” for the 
amount of time available in your meet
ing period, select only that which you 
can best use. Encourage each member 
to read the material at home and pray 
for some of the prayer requests each 
day that she cannot attend the meet
ing.

Period of Intercessory Prayer
Divide into small groups of between 

six and ten, allowing about ten or twelve 
minutes.

What you should do beforehand:
1. Prepare a set of prayer request 

cards for each group.
2. Copy three prayer requests on 

each card, using prayer request sugges
tions listed each day and supplemented 
by others from articles in The Commis
sion or Royal Service. (Use 3"x5" 
index cards or slips of paper.)

3. Choose a leader for each group.
4. See that each leader has a Bible 

and a set of prayer request cards to use.
5. Decide how you will divide into 

groups: (1) count off aloud: 1,2,3; 
(2) sections of the room; (3) numbered 
slips at the door.

6. Decide where the groups will 
meet: (1) arrange to meet, if possible, 
where there are smaller rooms adjacent 
to the larger meeting room; (2) if no 
rooms are available, tell each leader 
which area of the room her group will 
occupy.

7. Arrange chairs, if possible, for 

sitting in a circle or around a table.
8. Decide how you will signal that 

it is time to reconvene: (I) have pianist 
play prayer hymn; (2) knock on each 
door.

Procedure within the individual 
group:

1. Leader gives each person a prayer 
request card.

2. Leader explains procedure.
(1) Each person is responsible for pray
ing either silently or aloud for the 
prayer requests, one request at a time, 
on her card.
(2) Holding a Bible in her hands, the 
group leader will begin the prayer pe
riod by reading Matthew 18:19*20 and 
then pray briefly and specifically for 
the first prayer request on her card.
(3) Leaving her prayer “open-ended" 
without saying Amen, she passes the 
Bible to the person on her right.
(4) That person prays for the first 
prayer request on her card. If she does 
not wish to pray aloud, she simply 
passes the Bible on to the next person 
and prays silently.
(5) Continue around the circle, passing 
the Bible and praying brief “open- 
ended” prayers.
(6) The leader prays for her second re
quest and on around the circle.
(7) If there is time, pray for the third 
prayer request.
(8) At the given signal, the leader 
brings the prayer period to a close.

Prayer Hymn
"Speak to My Heart" (Baptist Hymn

al, No. 331)—one verse each day sung 
as solo, duet, ensemble, or instrumental 
music

The Near Edge
One verse of "Joy to the World" sung 

by the entire group

On Departing
Pianist continues to play “Joy to the 

World" as the women file past the 
basket for the offering.

Writer for the Week: Carolyn Rhea
Author of Healing in His Wings, Such 

Is My Confidence, and My Heart Kneels 
Too, Carolyn Rhea is well known to 
Baptist Women. She is the wife of Dr. 
Claude Rhea, Dean of School of Music, 
Samford University, Birmingham, Ala
bama.
All quoiadona from Today ! Eniliih Vertion are 
u>cd by permiMion. American Bible Socieiy.
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MONDAY

FULLY QO... BOLDLY TF t

That people can become 
persons responding to Christ!

GOD’S WORD FOR MY WORLD 
(Luke 4:16-19,21; Luke 8:42-46; 
Acts 4:31)

“O earth, earth, earth, hear the 
word of the Lord” (Jer. 22:29).

“Then Jesus went to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up, and 
on the Sabbath day he went as usual 
to the meeting house. He stood up to 
read the Scriptures, and was handed 
the book of the prophet Isaiah. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it is written:

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.
He has anointed me to preach the 

Good News to the poor,
He has sent me to proclaim liberty 

to the captives,
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set free the oppressed,
To announce the year when the

Lord will save his people!’
He began speaking to them: ‘This pas
sage of scripture has come true today, 
as you heard it being read’ ” (Luke 
4:16-19, 21 TEV).

You opened up the Scriptures to 
them, Lord! Today you speak to our 
world through the Bible! We must 
open up the Scriptures to the world's 
multitudes, Lord!

“As Jesus went along, the people 
were crowding him from every side. 
A certain woman was there who had 
suffered from severe bleeding for 
twelve years; she had spent all she 
had on doctors, but no one had been 
able to cure her. She came up in the 
crowd behind Jesus and touched the 
edge of his cloak, and her bleeding 
stopped at once. Jesus asked, ‘Who 
touched me?’ Everyone denied it, and 

Peter said, ‘Master, the people are aM 
around you and crowding in on you.’ 
But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me, 
for I knew it when power went out 
of me’ ” (Luke 8:42-46 TEV).

Lord, you felt the surge of crowds 
as you walked among them. Yet even 
then you were aware of them as indi
viduals—as persons in need of your 
healing power. As I too make my way 
through life’s thronging multitudes, 
help me to be aware of individual 
people and their needs.

But the world is multiplying itself 
so rapidly. Lord! How can I possibly 
reach increasing masses of humanity? 
Where and how do 1 begin?

“When they finished praying, the 
place where they were meeting was 
shaken. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak God's 
message with boldness" (Acts 4:31 
TEV).

Yes, Lord, I shall pray! Then I 
shall joyfully launch out into the 
swirling sea of humanity and boldly 
tell, "People can become persons re
sponding to Christ!"

CALL TO PRAYER
HYMN: “Where Cross the Crowded 

Ways of Life” (Baptist 
Hymnal, No. 464)

THE FAR EDGE
The world’s population is double 

that of fifty years ago and three times 
that of a century ago.

By the year 2000 the world’s popu
lation will be about six billion. This 
means an increase of more people 
than existed on this earth only twenty 
years ago.

Most of this huge population 
growth will occur in those parts of 
the world that already are over
crowded. At present 70 percent of the 
world’s population lives in underde
veloped regions of Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America.

By the year 2000 approximately 77 
percent of the world’s population will 
live in these underdeveloped regions.

How does this global problem of 
population explosion affect foreign 
missions? Certainly there is the world
wide urgency of helping curb the rate 
of population increase. Medical mis
sionaries include In their schedules 
work in the areas of family planning 
and population control through 
clinics. The paramount implication of 
population explosion, however, 
stresses the immediate task of reach
ing earth’s increasing masses of people 
with the message of Christ’s redeem
ing love.

Colin Morris speaking of the in
creasing masses of men in his book, 
Include Me Out!, states “The most 
... the average Christian can hope to 
do is to take hold of the near edge of 
a great problem and act at some cost 
to himself.”

Let us examine a few of the many 
ways foreign missionaries, together 
with national Christians, are taking 
hold of their own near edge of this 
problem of witnessing to masses of 
people.

Witnessing Through Crusades
Evangelistic campaigns among 

Baptist churches were scheduled in a 
number of countries during 1970, ac
cording to Joseph B. Underwood,

Mission Board consultant for 
uyiHn and church development. 

A—we the campaigns were two area 
flirts -one in Asia and the other in 
gut and Central Africa.

-Intensive plans were developed by 
licai Baptists in each country," said 
Underwood. “More than four hun
dred participants from many nations 
and races were involved.”

The only campaign now scheduled 
fa 1971 is Portugal, May 16-31. “It 
■ anticipated that there will be stew- 
iniship and religious education cam
paigns or emphases and also an 
emphasis on music and other aspects 
of follow-up during 1971,” added 
Underwood. “We need prayer for 
these as desperately as for the 1970 
campaigns.”

“The nationwide evangelistic cru- 
ude in the Philippines was in the 
planning stages for some three years," 
nys missionary Charles L. Miller. 
"For four full weeks the gospel was 
presented in hundreds of places in 
most of the provinces of this island 
nation.

“Only eternity can evaluate the 
full impact. More than 6,100 persons 
professed faith in Christ. Part of the 
crusade’s richest harvest is in the 120 
young people who pledged their lives 
to full-time Christian service. They 
will help meet the perennial need for 
qualified Christian leadership."

Witness!^ Through
Trained National Leadership

About one hundred students are en
rolled in the Korea Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary. “This year our seminary 
quartet visited ten churches," writes 
missionary Al Gammage. “In addition 
to presenting a sacred music con
cert, a student gave his testimony con
cerning his call to the ministry, slides 
were shown of seminary life, and our 
dean of students brought a brief 
message on the nature of a divine call 
to the ministry. As a result, forty 
young people made decisions to enter 
vocational Christian service. Give 
thanks for this astounding response 

pray for these young people as 
they seek to follow through on their

deciwom.”
“Teachers are urgently needed in 

theological seminaries and Bible 
schools for training national Baptist 
leaders," says Dr. R. Keith Parks, 
Foreign Mission Board area secretary 
for Southeast Asia. “In Indonesia, for 
example, missionaries are needed to 
staff a new ‘mobile’ Bible school. Util
izing church buildings, its plan is to 
train lay pastors in an area and then 
after two years to move to a new loca
tion.”

This year missionary Ted Lindwall 
of Guatemala has given much time to 
the preparation of guidebooks for 
simplified study courses which can be 
given by pastor, missionaries, and 
theological students. The courses can 
also be taken on a correspondence 
basis. There are indications that they 
will be used in other countries as well.

Witnessing Through Radio and 
Television

“Response to Spanish Baptists’ ra
dio programs, especially in isolated 
areas, has been good,” says Mrs. 
Charles W. Whitten, missionary to 
Spain. “One listener in the province 
of Soria wrote, ‘A group of us get 
together to listen to the program. We 
want some of you to come and bap
tize us.’ A half-hour weekly program 
and five-minute daily programs are 
broadcast by Trans-World Radio in 
Monte Carlo.”

Missionaries engaged in mass media 
evangelism in Asia met together last 
year for a conference and urged that 
the production of Asian films and 
programs be given priority in the 
1970’s. One quoted the president of 
a new television station in Taiwan: 
“Western programs entertain, but 
only Chinese films help the Chinese 
people identify with the characters 
and situation. It is a matter of enter
tainment of involvement.”

English programs are not wanted 
by Vietnam stations, reported mis
sionary Peyton M. Moore, but he 
added that opportunities are growing 
for Baptists to get time on both radio 
and television in the Vietnamese lan
guage.

The waUed-in world of gigantic 
apartment complexes in large tides of 
Latin* America are direct targets for 
mass media approach, according to 
Alan Compton, radio-TV representa
tive for Latin America. Christian pro
grams via radio and television gain 
entry whereas there is a major ob
stacle to personal witnessing in the 
ratio of population to limited mission
ary personnel. The main thrust to in 
establishing witnessing fellowships.

Southern Baptist missionaries are 
working in radio recording studios in 
six African countries. In each of these 
facilities missionaries and nationals 
trained in the field of radio and tele
vision are working continually trying 
to devise programs that speak to the 
needs of the masses outside the reach 
of the church.

According to Milton Cunningham, 
radio-TV representative in Zambia, 
one of the greatest problems encoun
tered involves language. In all of 
Africa there are more than eight hun
dred different languages. In Zambia 
alone there are more than seventy. As 
a result of this linguistic division it is 
impossible to prepare materials that 
can speak to wide sections of the lis
tening audience. Material prepared in 
one language must be translated and 
re-recorded for others. Even though 
most of the countries of Africa have a 
national language, most of the people 
continue to use their tribal language.

Trained missionaries and adequate 
studio facilities are bringing radio and 
television work up to professional 
standards in such cities as Manila, 
Saigon, Bangkok, and Semarang. 
Fifty million Indonesians will prob
ably listen to Baptist broadcasts next 
year.

Witnessing Through Publications
“Several years ago a seed of an 

idea sprang forth in the mind of 
Douglas E. Kendall, publishing house 
director in Zambia,” writes Charles 
E. Warren, missionary journeyman in 
Zambia. “The seed was watered and 
nourished by his wife, Katherine, until 
it blossomed into the Bible Way Cor
respondence School. This became the
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Baptist ‘bread’ to help fill the hunger 
for education and for spiritual food. 
Today more than eleven thousand 
Zambians have taken advantage of 
this Bible study through the mail.”

Eight thousand people of Arab 
countries are enrolled in a corre
spondence course on the life of Christ. 
The course is sponsored by the pub
lication committee of the ArafeMptist 
General Mission in Lebanon. Several 
governments have apparently begun 
to intercept materials to prevent their 
delivery. This possibility is cause for 
concern.

“Although I live in a city of over 
a million people, I consider myself a 
pioneer,” says Roberta E. Hampton, 
missionary journalist in Brazil. “One 
doesn't have to serve in a remote sta
tion in order to be a pioneer mission
ary. I am the first trained journalist 
in Brazil to teach journalism and pub
lic relations on the seminary level and 
to serve a Mission as public relations 
counselor.

“We have been amazed,” she con
tinues, “at the openness with which 
our material is accepted by secular 
newspapers in Brazil. The problem is 
not in getting access to the Brazilian 
press, but in finding time to take ad
vantage of the openings we have."

As a missionary journalist, Miss 
Hampton gives impetus to the gospel 
message, speaking with authority 
through the world press.

Witnessing Through Culture
About six thousand people attended 

the sacred music concerts presented 
in six cities of Taiwan by Richard R. 
Lin and James W. Good, professors 
at Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary.

These concerts, which were in 
preparation for the 1970 Asia Bap
tist Crusade, received fantastic radio, 
television, and news media coverage.

Members of each audience who at
tended Lin’s concerts were given a 
packet of materials containing the 
Gospel of John, a doctrinal tract, a 
salvation tract with the names and 
addresses of Baptist churches printed 
on the back, a correspondence course 

registration card, and a letter of in
vitation to attend the local churches.

At the close of a concert presented 
to over one thousand people in Tae
jon, Korea, over one hundred people 
indicated some decision on a card 
supplied to them as they entered. Of 
the number, about sixty said they 
had accepted Christ during the in
vitation.

Some eight months later a young 
Korean GA came to a missionary, 
seeking advice about her future. She 
told how she had first heard of Christ 
and accepted him as Saviour while 
attending the concert When she 
shared her newfound joy with her 
family, she was beaten and forbidden 
to read her Bible or pray at home. 
Nevertheless, she learned to talk with 
the Lord “with her eyes and heart 
open” and felt that God was calling 
her to become a missionary nurse.

Today, just a few feet away from 
the busiest street in Tel Aviv, Israel, 
the Baptist-owned Dugith Art Gal
lery is attempting, in ways many find 
unorthodox, to witness to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Daily, persons who do not know 
the Lord come to look at the can
vasses exhibited there. Some ask, 
“Who are the Baptists?” When told, 
some ask further, “And who is this 
Jesus?”

Witnessing Through
Other Creative Approaches

"One of the most promising plans 
for seeking to reach masses of people 
with the Christian message,” says Dr. 
Winston Crawley, disector of the 
Overseas Division, “would be the 
multiplying of lay leaders and home 
Bible study and fellowship groups in 
a ‘chain reaction.’ Pray that this plan 
can be developed.”

Perhaps the most exciting aspect of 
the work in Italy is the “BibliTek,” 
the mobile evangelical witness which 
has covered a lot of territory in the 
country. The BibliTek is a truck com
plete with an amplifying system for 
use in preaching, and has books, pam
phlets, films, tapes, records, and nu
merous kinds of audiovisual equip

ment
In Africa, national and regional 

fain are being effectively uaed to con
front the unreached mattes with the 
metsage of Christ Through films and 
tracts the truth of Cod’s Word is pre
sented to the people who regularly at
tend these agricultural and industrial 
exhibits.

Several countries in Africa are ex
perimenting with the use of small in
expensive cassette tape recorders on 
which a brief Christian message can 
be recorded and sent to villages where 
a missionary never goes.

On Avenue San Juan de Letran in 
Mexico City for a year now an attrac
tive billboard with "Cristo la Unica 
Esperanza" (Christ, the Only Hope) 
has been seen by literally hundreds of 
thousands.

Conchssiou
Less than 30 percent of the world's 

population is identified with any 
phase of Christendom. Less than 7 
percent of the global population are 
Protestants. Far more people are alive 
today who have never heard the gos
pel than the total world population 
when Jesus gave the Great Commis
sion to win all people.

There is an urgency to reach 
masses of people with the personal 
message of God’s love for each one 
of them through Jesus Christ.

THE NEAR EDGE
“The most ... the average Chris

tian can hope to do is to take hold of 
the near edge of a great problem and 
act at some cost to himself (Colin 
Morris).

The far edge of the population ex
plosion problem and its implication 
for reaching increasing masses of 
people with the message of Christ has 
been noted. There is a near edge, too, 
where the issue touches each Baptist 
woman. The near edge is inevitably 
joined to the far edge missionaries 
and national Christians are experi
encing.

1. You have reached out and 
touched the far edge through inter
cessory prayer.

2. Your attituta and uctiom are 
jdkwt with the ministry of mission- 
•itf 00 foreign fields.

You are caught up in crowds of 
-jopte. Individuals and their need 
forChrist become your responsibility.

Consider your own family. Are you 
M aware of each person's spiritual 
gaads as you are of his physical 
needs? Pray for those needs.

Consider your neighborhood. Is 
there at least one person there about 
whose spiritual needs you are con
cerned? Pray for that person.

Consider your church. Pray that 
during this week you will make an 
effort to reach out to at least one per
son whom you do not know well or 
to someone who has become a 
“church dropout.”

Consider your public contacts. Is 
there any difference in the way you 
respond as a Christian to crowds in 
the supermarket or other places?

Consider the cities. Are you con
cerned about witnessing within urban 
crisis? Is there some tangible way in 
which you can be a part of it.

Consider the world. Do you believe 
that every person is entitled to hear 
the message of salvation? Do you 
honestly feel that foreign missions wit
ness is absolutely essential or merely 
incidental?

3. The near edge and the far edge 
meet in the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering. Every penny of the offering 
goes directly to the missions field, 
reaching out in love and in deed to 
individual people among the crowded 
throngs. A part of it will be used to 
implement the radio-television minis
try around the world. Some of it will 
help train national Christian leaders 
in mission seminaries. Are you giv
ing that which costs little or nothing, 
or are you giving with at least some 
degree of personal sacrifice?
Suggestion for closing prayer dedicat
ing offering:

Lord, we are concerned that the 
world's increasing multitudes hear 
»nd respond to your redeeming love. 
Use our offering to help bring it 
about.

Prayw R^wtas for MoMtoy

CSUUMI
Pray for the people of India who 

signed decision cards this spring during 
preaching campaigns.

Pray for spiritual growth of the new 
Christians who made decisions for 
Christ during the recent evangelistic 
crusades in Africa.

Pray for the 120 young people in the 
Philippines who pledged their lives to 
full-time Christian service during the 
nationwide evangelistic crusade.

Pray for those who are developing 
the plan of multiplying lay leaders and 
home Bible study and fellowship groups 
in a “chain reaction."

Pray for the evangelistic campaign 
scheduled for May 16-31 in Portugal 
during 1971.

Pray that lay Christian men and 
women now working overseas will be 
ambassadors for Christ there and rein
force the witness of missionaries among 
nationals.

Radio and Television

Pray for the effectiveness of radio-TV 
workshops being conducted throughout 
the world.

Pray for Missionary William R. 
O'Brien of Indonesia as he produces a 
record with Asian music on one side 
and national Christian music on the 
other.

Pray for the group of believers who 
responded to the Spanish Baptist radio 
program as it reached out to the pro
vince of Soria.

Pray for a dynamic witnessing power 
of radio-TV within apartment com
plexes throughout Latin America.

Pray for a spiritual impact upon the 
lives of Korean train commuters as they 
hear the Baptist radio program. “Jour
ney of Life."

Pray for witnessing power for the 
strategic fifteen-minute weekly short
wave radio program. “Good News from 
Warsaw," recorded entirely in Poland 
by Polish Baptists and transmitted 
through Trans-World Radio from 
Monaco.

Publications
Pray for Ione Gray in her new role 

of International Writer and Editor and 
for Missionary Britt E. Towery. Jr. of 
Hong Kong as he directs the Asian Bap
tist Press Service.

Pray that the eight thousand people 
of Arab countries enrolled in the cor
respondence course about the life of 
Christ will receive their material without 
interference from the government.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will be frac 
to touch lives in Korea through the cor
respondence course, “The Bible Says."

Pray for a continued blessing upon 
the Bible Way Correspondence School 
in Zambia.
Seminaries and Training Schools

Thank God for the forty young 
people in Korea who made decisions to 
enter vocational Christian service and 
pray that the Holy Spirit will continue 
to lead them toward that goal.

Thank God for the seminary scholar
ship endowment funds already received 
from individual Korean Baptists and 
Baptist churches and pray that the 
$6,000 goal will be reached.

Pray for the faculty of the Korea 
Baptist Theological Seminary as they 
try to solve the difficult financial prob
lem of an inadequate budget because of 
Korea's fast growing economy. Pray 
that they will find sources of income in 
Korea to supplement it.

Pray for more faculty members for 
the Korea Baptist Seminary, especially 
for an urgently needed music professor.

Pray for the five student wives who 
are attending the Baptist Seminary in 
Korea. Pray that funds may become 
available to construct apartments for 
married students.

Pray for the undergirding of plans 
for staffing the new “mobile” Bible 
school which will train lay pastors in an 
area in Indonesia and then after two 
years move to a new location.

Pray for the students attending the 
Baptist International Seminary in 
Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzerland.

Pray for the students attending the in
ternational seminaries in Buenos :Aires, 
Argentina, in Cali, Colombia, and in 
Beirut, Lebanon.
Culture

Pray that concerts may continue to 
be used to influence the lives of those 
who respond to music.

Pray for an effective Christian wit
ness through the Dugith Art Gallery in 
Tel Aviv, Israel.

Pray that the handbell choir in Thai
land will continue to open doors of 
opportunity for Christian witness in that 
country.
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TUESDAY

D*S WORD FOR MY WORLD
John 6:35; Matt. 14:15-19; Matt. 25: 
15-40; Acts 4:31)

“O earth, earth, earth, hear the 
word of the Lord” (Jcr. 22:29).

“ ‘I am the bread of life,’ Jesus told 
them. ‘He who comes to me will never 
be hungry; he who believes in me will 
never be thirsty’ ” (John 6:35 TEV).

You said that you are the bread of 
life, Lord—not just a delicacy to be 
savored by a few. Forgive my glut
tony for the world's material bless
ings. Come into your rightful place 
as the bread of my life.

“That evening his disciples came 
to him and said, . . . ‘Send the people 
away and let them go to the villages 
and buy food for themselves.’ ‘They 
don’t have to leave,’ answered Jesus. 
‘You yourselves give them something 
to eat.’ ‘All we have here are five 
loaves and two fish,’ they replied. 
‘Bring them here to me,’ Jesus said. 
... He broke the loaves and gave 
them to the disciples, and the dis
ciples gave them to the people" (Matt. 
14:15-19 TEV).

Lord, you must have known I was 
ready to complain that I can't possibly- 
feed the world’s hungry millions! Now 
/ understand, though, that if 1 bring 
to you that which 1 do have, you can 
multiply its ministry. It seems strange 
that even then you gave the food back 
to the disciples and gave them the re
sponsibility of giving it to the people.

“I was hungry and you fed me, 
thirsty and you gave me drink; . . . 
naked and you clothed me; I was sick 
and you took care of me. . . . When
ever you did this for one of these

FULLY GO...BOLDLY TELL
That mere existence can become 

fulness of life through Christ!
poorest brothers of mine, you did it 
for me!’ ” (Matt 25:35-40 TEV).

But Lord, the world is so large and 
the needs are so great. Millions are 
diseased, starving, dying. Where and 
how do I begin?

“When they finished praying, the 
place where they were meeting was 
shaken. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak God's 
message with boldness” (Acts 4:31 
TEV).

Even so, Lord, I shall pray. Then 
shall I joyfully go, bearing my cup of 
water in thy name, and boldly tell, 
"Mere existence can become fulness 
of life through Christ our Saviour!"

CALL TO PRAYER

HYMN: “Break Thou the Bread of 
Life” (Baptist Hymnal, No. 
178)

THE FAR EDGE
“If present trends continue, it 

seems likely that famine will reach 
serious proportions in India, Pakis
tan, and China in the early 1970’s, 
followed by Indonesia, Iran, Turkey, 
Egypt, and several other countries 
within a few years, and then followed 
by most of the other countries of Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America by 1980."

What does this prediction by Ray
mond Ewell, editor of Population 
Bulletin say to the missionary church? 
How does the missionary go about 
the primary concern of making Chris
tian disciples within the context of the 
world’s great problem of hunger, pov
erty, and disease.

“I have had as many as one hun

dred people ask me for help in a 
single day,” writes one missionary.

OVERVIEW
Is there a uniform Foreign Mission 

Board policy dealing with the issue of 
hunger and poverty? Dr. Winston 
Crawley, director of the Overseas Di
vision, replies: “In a sense the Foreign 
Mission Board has a uniform policy, 
though it does not have a uniform 
program for dealing with the issue of 
hunger and poverty. The policy is that 
a specific program be worked out in 
a specific field in terms of the current 
situation. Our entire approach to mis
sions work is decentralized. Circum
stances differ so greatly from field to 
field and even from time to time in 
the same field that we rely on the 
Baptist churches and our missionaries 
to study their situation and make rec
ommendations to us.”

Specifically, what can a missionary 
do when he sees someone hungry or 
poverty stricken? Dr. Crawley re
plies: “Depending upon circum
stances, the missionary (1) may be 
involved in a large-scale organized 
relief effort being conducted by the 
mission and/or Baptists of the area; 
(2) may have access to a relief fund 
of the mission or of his church, even 
if there is no organized program; (3) 
can refer a person to various public 
or private relief and social service 
agencies; or (4) can give personal 
help."

Witnessing Through Emergency 
Relief Funds

Emergency relief funds were made 
available following the civil war in 

Nigeria. Baptiats played a vital rote 
in the massive relief and reconstruc
tion program in devastated areas. Re
lief money was channeled through the 
Nigerian Baptist Mission.

Witnessing Through Medical
MHmu

Dr. Frances Greenway, missionary 
physician at Sanyati Baptist Hospital 
in Rhodesia, with the help of mission
ary photographer Gerald Harvey, has 
prepared a filmstrip as an educational 
tool to use in the battle against mal
nutrition in Africa.

Beauty, Petros, and Patty, the 214- 
year-old film “stars," were suffering 
from acute protein deficiency. For 
over eighteen months Dr. Greenway 
gave them intensive care that they in 
turn might help other Africans learn 
to recognize protein deficiency in 
their children and how to combat it.

The filmstrip vividly portrays the 
initial stage of marked deficiency, 
progress toward a mild stage of pro
tein deficiency (which the people must 
learn to recognize in order to prevent 
severe deficiency), and the final stage 
—a picture of what complete and 
radiant health could be. Dr. Green
way says, “Many Africans don’t know 
what a healthy child looks like.”

Dr. Greenway ordered a shipment 
of rabbits and is introducing “rabbit- 
ries" for families as a source of pro
tein.

"With our maternity patients we 
have opportunity for direct witness
ing," writes Katherine Weldon, mis
sionary nurse in Mexico. “A friend of 
mine gave me a Polaroid camera that 
I’m using to take pictures of the new
borns. Then the chaplain presents the 
pictures in attractive folders of the 
hospital together with New Testa
ments to the new mothers. Then they 
talk to them about the ‘new birth' 
from the third chapter of John."

The Foreign Mission Board is con
sidering an approach to medical min
istries which focuses upon overall 
community health. The community 
health plan, as a team ministry, does 
not neglect the curative center but 
rather emphasizes health education 

and preventive medicine. A commu
nity's team would probably include 
docton, dentists, hygienists, social 
workers, home economists, teachers, 
and others.

A community health approach has 
been instituted on a limited scale at 
the Baptist Medical Center, Ogbomo- 
sho, Nigeria.

The report of the community health 
plan outlined several advantages to 
this new approach.

A community health project would 
involve fewer Foreign Mission Board 
personnel and would cost less than 
maintaining strictly curative centers.

Such a project is by nature a teach
ing device, useful for training health 
workers, social workers, hygienists, 
nutritionists, agriculturists, and 
others.

Evangelistic opportunities would 
be endless. Many villages could prob
ably be reached through the health 
project.

The team plan is adaptable and 
flexible to local situations, expanding 
or shrinking according to availability 
of personnel.

Witnessing Through Social Work
"Friendship House in Recife, Brazil, 

is an oasis to three thousand or more 
poor, hungry, sick people each year," 
says missionary Edith Vaughn. “They 
come and wait to express their needs 
to the missionaries, American and 
Brazilian. The multitudes are so great 
it is sometimes hard to know who 
should be helped first.

“There are so many basic problems 
that causd our people to be poor— 
sin, lack of schooling, lack of reli
gious education, sickness, lack of 
vision of a better life, weak bodies, 
and so few working opportunities. 
They suffer so much.

“Mints of money, bakeries or oven
brown bread, pipelines of water, bot
tles and syringes of antibiotics and 
vitamins, wardrobes of clothes—these 
would be a mathematical solution to 
the problems, cold without the pulsa
tion of life. Therefore, with just ma
terial help there is no solution, no 
life.

WMbm Tlroagb AftaMuro 
aW VafHand Trntaring

“An agricultural missionary has 
many ways in which to help people 
help themselves,” says missionary 
Douglas Knapp in Tanzania. “Be
cause of his training he can see that 
a new hybrid rice seed from the 
Philippines would increase their har
vest eightfold; that the pineapple crop 
would be helped by replacing their 
existing plants with the giant sized 
variety; that their fruit season could 
be extended by months and increased 
by the introduction of other varieties 
of mangoes, oranges, limes.; that the 
ever-present protein deficiency could 
be alleviated if soybeans could be
come a popular crop. The. list is end
less and could include upgrading of 
poultry stock, and the introduction of 
dairy and beef cattle, an almost un
known thing in most undeveloped 
areas of the world.

“People arc eager to learn how to 
improve their small farms. It is a 
long-term project—six years to bring 
a small mango tree into fruit—but 
very rewarding.

“Agricultural missions not onlju 
shows tangibly that we do care aboufl 
their physical needs, but it is also a5 
genuine context in which we can wit
ness about God's far greater love and 
care through Jesus Christ."

In addition to his hospital minis
try, Dr. Ralph Bethea, medical mis
sionary in India, has a continuous 
relief project of poultry raising and 
egg supply. He conducts poultry 
classes and then distributes laying 
hens to poor people who complete the 
course. They can (1) pay for them if 
they can or (2) take them free of 
charge if they will give the same num
ber to another poor person after they 
have hatched chicks and gotten them 
started.

Conclusion
The problem of hunger, poverty, 

and disease is a staggering one; but 
Dr. Winston Crawley cautions that 
two central factors need to be added 
to the picture. “One is the impact of 
the gospel message itself in terms of 
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motivation and personal change in the 
life of the individual and his concern 
as a Christian for other people. The 
second is the planting of the church 
which becomes a nucleus of continu
ing change and continuing help.”

If there is no message of hope, 
there is no message. If there is no 
concern for pain and suffering, there 
is no love. If there is no involvement 
with man, there is no witnMST

THE NEAR EDGE
“The most ... the average Chris

tian can hope to do is to take hold of 
the near edge of a great problem and 
act at some cost to himself (Colin 
Morris).

The far edge of the global problem 
of hunger, poverty, and disease is 
overwhelming. The ways in which 
missionaries, together with national 
Christians, attempt to meet human 
need while ministering to spiritual 
need are many. Where is your near 
edge? Your near edge is inevitably 
linked to the far edge of missions.

1. You have reached out and 
touched the far edge through inter
cessory prayer. Continue to pray for 
those needs of which you are now 
aware.

2. Your attitudes and actions here 
are linked together with the ministry 
of missionaries there.

Do you care that nearly two thou
sand people starve to death every 
hour?

Do you care that thousands of 
people die every day without experi
encing the saving love of Christ?

Are you fully aware of the urgent 
need for more career missionaries 
who will plant their lives among lost 
people?

Are you caught in the web of buy
ing more and more material luxuries?

Are you indifferent to poverty in 
areas of your .community? Have you 
made an attempt personally to help 
meet human needs at any time other 
than Thanksgiving or Christmas?

Could you perhaps help emphasize 
“vocational stewardship” in your 
church, encouraging people to explore 
ways of sharing their vocational skills 

and talents at home or abroad for 
short periods of time to help meet 
special needs?

3. The near edge and the far edge 
of this great problem of hunger, pov
erty, and disease meet in the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering. Every 
penny of it goes directly to foreign 
missions fields. Some of it will be 
used in ministering to human and 
spiritual needs through medical work, 
social work, agriculture,- vocational 
schools, and other ways.

Christians who have more than 
enough food and material possessions 
cannot be a living testimony unless 
they share generously and gladly with 
a needy world. How does your own 
gift to the Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering compare with the amount of 
money you are spending this Christ
mas on presents and decorations? 
Does your gift represent personal sac
rifice as you attempt to take hold of 
the near edge of this great problem of 
physical and spiritual hunger and act 
upon it?
Suggestion for closing prayer, dedi
cating offering:

Lord, we are acutely aware that 
millions of people in our world are 
physically and spiritually hungry. We 
want to help. Please use our offering 
even as you did the loaves and fishes. 
May we go joyfully, bearing gifts of 
love, hope, and help and boldly tell 
that mere existence can become ful
ness of life through you.
Suggested Prayer Requests for Tuesday

Emergency Relief Funds

Pray for an effective Christian wit
ness through the use of emergency relief 
funds in Nigeria, Vietnam, and other 
crisis areas.

Medical Missions

Pray that medical missionaries will 
be found to staff the two Baptist hospi
tals in Nigeria which are crippled be
cause of lack of enough medical mis
sionaries.

Pray for Dr. Frances Greenway and 
her battle against malnutrition in Rho
desia through use of the filmstrip and 
rabbitries.

Pray for the staff of Korean doctors, 
together with the eleven Baptist mis- 

•kmariM at the Wallace Memorial B» 
ttot Hospital in Pusan, Korea. Pray fa 
the interns and residents who are tn*, 
ing there.

Pray for additional nurses to,My 
meet urgent needs in Thailand.

Pray for the community health pfa 
with its team ministry approach insti
tuted at the Baptist Medical Center, 
Ogbomosho, Nigeria.

Social Work Ministries

Pray for an effective pilot project in 
day care and in kindergarten to be set 
up in cooperation with a local church 
in Vietnam.

Pray for workshops to be held to 
train leaden of local churches in social 
ministries in Vietnam.

Pray that a career missionary social 
worker might be found for Vietnam.

Pray that an interim social minis
tries specialist will be found to give im
mediate assistance in Vietnam.

Pray for Mr. and Mn. Ade Akande, 
nationals who are directing the work 
and administration of the Baptist Wel
fare Center in Ire, Nigeria.

Pray for physical and spiritual 
strength for Edith Vaughn and the na
tional social workers at Friendship 
House in Brazil.

Pray for witnessing power for the 
Baptist welfare and health centers in 
Tongi and Miridpur, East Pakistan.

Pray that more Christians will volun
teer to use social work skills on the mis
sions field.

Pray that the Christians in Guyana 
who have received training in social 
work techniques through the Baptist 
training program will be effective wit
nesses.

Agricultural and Vocational 
Ministries

Pray for the Christian witness of the 
community development program in 
the Menz-Gishe District of Ethiopia.

Pray for these requests from agricul
tural missionary Douglas Knapp in 
Tanzania: that more land will become 
available for demonstration and experi
mental work, that a journeyman agri
culturist will be found to replace Mr. 
Knapp when he goes on furlough in the 
summer of 1971, and that funds will 
become available for an irrigation ditch 
to bring water from a mountain spring 
to the Makwale Demonstration Farm 
and other farm* in the surrounding area.

GOD’S WORD FOR MY WORLD 
(Luke 15:11-13, 17-18; Rom. 14:13, 
19; 1 Tim. 4:12; Acts 4:31)

“O earth, earth, earth, hear the 
word of the Lord” (Jer. 22:29).

“Jesus wtnt on to say: ‘There was 
a man who had two sons. The younger 
one said to his father, “Father, give 
me now my share of the property.” 
So the father divided the property 
between his two sons. After a few 
days the younger son sold his part of 
the property and left home with the 
money. He went to a country far 
away, where he wasted his money in 
reckless living. ... At last he came 
to his senses and said, “. . . I will get 
up and go to my Father and say, 
'Father, I have sinned against God 
and against you”’ (Luke 15:11-13, 
17-18 TEV).

Lord, 1 tremble to think of all the 
restless, rebellious young people of 
today!

"So then, let us stop judging one 
another. Instead, this is what you 
should decide: not to do anything 
that would make your brother 
stumble, or fall into sin. So then, we 
must always aim at those things that 
bring peace, and that help strengthen 
one another" (Rom. 14:13,19 TEV).

Can it be, Lord, that my own hy
pocrisy—my greed, my selfishness, 
my lack of loving and compassionate 
concern—stand in some young per
son's way? Help me shed these shoes 
of sophistication, humbly kneel, and 
rededicate myself to the task of reach
ing out in love to the younger gen
eration.

“Do not let anyone look down on

C^OyFULLY Qo... BOLDLY TELL

That youthful rebellion can 
become Christian maturity!

you because you are young, but be 
an example for the believers, in your 
speech, your conduct, your love, faith, 
and purity” (1 Tim. 4:12 TEV).

Yes, Lord, I know that there are 
many fine young people in our world 
today and that those who are floun
dering can find purpose and direc
tion in thee. But Lord, there seem to 
be so many rebellious ones and so few 
stable, maturing ones. Where and how 
do I begin to reach them?

“When they finished praying, the 
place where they were meeting was 
shaken. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak God’s 
message with boldness” (Acts 4:31 
TEV).

Yes, Lord, I must pray. Then, in 
the power of thy Spirit 1 shall reach 
out to young people, not condescend
ingly, not dutifully, hut with encour
agement and love—boldly declaring: 
Youthful rebellion can become Chris
tian maturity.

CALL TO PRAYER

SUGGESTED MUSIC: "Here Is My
Life," page 40.
“Here Is My Life” was the theme 

song of Mission 70, a meeting in At
lanta, Georgia, December 1969 in 
which young adults of the Southern 
Baptist Convention explored the pos
sibilities of the missions vocation. 
(Play the plastic recording of this 
song. Ask members to listen to the 
commitment of young voices.)

THE FAR EDGE
“Today’s young people will either

WEDNESDAY

help us save the world or preside over 
its destruction,” stated evangelist 
Billy Graham.

“I have come to the conclusion that 
students are very much the same the 
world over. The student unrest here 
seems similar to that in other coun
tries,” writes a missionary in South 
America.

“A leading Baptist church in Tokyo 
had to cancel its fall evangelistic cam
paign when a radical element of its 
youth threatened to barricade the 
the church. This group had demanded 
that the church take its stand on some. 
of the political issues of the day.| 
When the church refused, violence 
was threatened.

Other Baptist churches in Japan 
have encountered serious problems of 
a similar nature. Mission schools have 
been the scene of bitter struggle and 
boycott by the extremist elements in 
their student body—usually a small 
minority.

It is imperative that missions wit
ness be extended to young people 
throughout the world. Student work, 
Baptist schools and colleges, and the 
journeyman program involve Southern 
Baptists with the dynamics of both 
the struggles and assets of youth.

Witnessing Through Student Work
“The majority of students who 

come to the new student center here 
in Manila are not Christians and need 
to be brought to Christ," writes mis
sionary Bill Wakefield. “Most of them 
are open to the presentation of the 
gospel.

“Any student can obtain a ‘priv
ilege card’ to use the center facilities
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by just filling out an information card. 
Those who want to become members, 
however, must be interviewed by one 
of the staff members. This interview 
gives the missionary an opportunity 
to tell the student about Jesus Christ. 
During the first two months after the 
opening in October 1969, forty-eight 
students made professions of faith 
through these interviews.

“In order to teach these and bring 
them to baptism, there are six Bible 
classes which meet once a week. We 
need your prayers in this difficult task 
of bringing the new Christians to ask 
for baptism and church membership, 
for their Catholic culture makes it ex
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tremely hard for them to make this 
decision.

“The University Baptist Chapel 
meets in the center on Sundays and 
is sponsored by the local association 
and by the center.”

“In 1962 Baptists bought a choice 
piece of property at the entrance to 
the new Federal University campus in 
Recife, Brazil,” states missionary 
Mattie Lou Bible. “During the inter
vening years we have consistently re
quested money for a student center to 
be built on that strategic piece of 
property, but the overall needs of the 
Brazilian Mission have been so great 
that there has not been enough money 

available for it. Meanwhile, we lose 
opportunities every day that passes to 
witness to thousands of students at the 
University who could be contacted 
through such a center.”

“In the past year about thirty-five 
young people have made decisions of 
commitment to Christ, and we have 
had opportunities to speak with hun
dreds of others," wrote missionary 
journeyman Perry Bassett who as
sisted missionary Bill Wagner with 
youth work in Austria.

“My major responsibility was in 
our youth center. We attempted to 
meet youth on an informal and casual 
level—in the ebntext of table tennis, 

minature football, music. Initially, 
we did not confront them with the 
Baptist church as such but rather 
with the person of Christ, trying to 
lead them into thinking for them
selves in this matter. After a de
cision for Christ had been made, we 
led the young person further—into 
the Baptist church where possible. 
The greatest portion of our work was 
with teenagers of the sixteen- through 
nineteen-year-old variety."

Witnessing Throwgh Journeymen
Sixty-two young men and women 

who were commissioned in August 
1969 as missionary journeymen are 
now in twenty-nine countries working 
alongside career missionaries for two 
years in thirteen vocations.

Clark Scanlon, Caribbean field rep
resentative tells of one of these jour
neymen.

“Yvonne Helton is a twenty-two- 
year-old missionary journeyman to 
the Dominican Republic. An attrac
tive blonde, her work is to minister to 
University students.

“Since the civil war in 1965 and 
the landing of US Marines, there 
has been a great deal of anti- 
Americanism.

“Yvonne is probably the only 
American taking classes in the Uni
versity of Santo Domingo. Students 
on campus have variously asked her if 
she works for the government or the 
Central Intelligence Agency. They are 
greatly surprised when she says that 
she is a Baptist journeyman mission
ary who has as her purpose ‘to share 
Christ with young people and to 
bring them to know the joy of be
longing to Christ.’

“She has made a great many 
friends. One day her class was seeing 
a film produced by the United States 
Information Agency. A group of left
ist students rushed into the class 
shouting Communist slogans. Then 
they spotted Yvonne and began to 
shout 'Yankee no.’ But friends among 
her classmates gathered around her 
to protect her and shouted, ‘Yankee 
no; Yvonne si.'

“She had made a place of friend
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ship among those who had come to 
know her. Journeymen throughout 
the area are building bridges of friend
ship in Christ's name that would be 
difficult for a mature adult to make.”

Bettie Bailey is a missionary jour
neyman at the Baptist hospital in 
Mbeya, Tanzania. She gives the fol
lowing account of some of her experi
ences.

“About forty miles from Mbeya is 
the Rungwe District, one of the most 
flourishing evangelistic areas I know. 
Would you believe 140 churches have 
opened there in the last 10 years? 
These people are so hungry, so recep
tive to the gospel message. A fellow 
journeyman once baptized 63 in one 
service.

“Christmas was a reminder of the 
reason for my presence in this mob 
of black faces. It is strange how quick
ly one becomes color-blind and sees 
only the ’peopleness’ of other folks.

“I’ll never fully understand why the 
Lord chose to allow me such an op
portunity, such an adventure, and at 
times such a heartache. I’ll never be 
the same person my old friends knew. 
How could I, after seeing how the 
other side of the world lives!"

Witnessing Through Schools and 
Colleges

Several Baptist churches and con
ventions sponsor general educational 
institutions in East Asia. In recent 
years the Foreign Mission Board has 
not initiated such institutions through 
its Missions but has offered encour
agement and help to national Baptist 
efforts. Baptist secondary schools in 
East Asia have nearly 8,000 students 
and Baptist colleges more than 10,000 
students. As Baptists experience 
growth in East Asia during the years 
ahead, the schools will be looked to 
increasingly as the sources for trained 
Christian leadership.

“Government is rapidly controlling 
and taking over the task of education 
in all West African countries," writes 
John E. Mills, missionary serving in 
the Ivory Coast, “but instead of Bap
tist schools we now have wide op
portunity to teach the Bible in 

government schools. Necessary ad
justments in changing from denom
inational schools to work in other 
ways with students and youth ought 
to be an object of prayer. This may 
well be some of the most influential 
work done in the future.”

Southern Baptists cooperated in 
maintaining in South America 472 
schools which enrolled over 44,600 
students. They include kindergartens, 
elementary schools, secondary 
schools, colleges, women’s training 
schools, and theological schools.

Witnessing Ttewsgh
Our Concern for the MK’s

“The missionary child lives in a 
‘third culture’, one that is neither 
American nor national but unto him
self,” says Dr. Franklin T. Fowler, 
medical consultant for the Foreign 
Mission Board.

There is continuing need for prayer
ful concern for the children of mis
sionaries. Perhaps MKs represent the 
most vulnerable spot for foreign 
missionaries. Physical and emotional 
needs of their children often make it 
impossible for dedicated career mis-j 
sionaries to remain on the missions' 
field.

Several recommendations were 
made at a recent interdenominational 
conference concerning missionary 
children and are being studied by the 
Foreign Mission Board. The sugges
tions included: appointing a staff per
son on each board who would be 
directly responsible for family health, 
counseling, and evaluating mission
aries and their children; providing 
better information for older children 
on how to intelligently defend Amer
ican culture; offering retreats for mis
sionary children entering college to 
help them overcome difficulties re
lated to their initial period of adjust
ment to the American culture; 
arranging for the child to stay with 
his family even through his teens by 
accepting the schools of the host 
country as a primary source of educa
tion.

Fowler said that already Southern 
Baptists are doing a certain amount
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of evaluating of missionary children, 
working with them at orientation, and 
inviting them to conferences at Glo- 
rieta and Ridgecrest

Intelligent awareness of the prob
lems children of missionaries encoun
ter should lead to prayer for their 
spiritual, physical, and emotional well
being.

THE NEAR EDGE
“The most ... the average Chris

tian can hope to do is to take hold of 
the near edge of a great problem and 
act at some cost to himself’ (Colin 
Morris).

You have viewed the far edge of 
the problem of student unrest and 
revolt You are now better informed 
about intensive ways of witnessing to 
young people around the world. There 
is a near edge, too, where this prob
lem touches you. Your own personal 
near edge is inevitably joined to the 
far edge which missionaries and na
tional Christians are experiencing.

1. You have reached out and 
touched the far edge through inter
cessory prayer. You can continue to 
pray for those needs of which you 
have become aware.

2. Your own attitudes and actions 
here are linked together with the min
istry of missionaries there.

Consider your general attitude to
ward young people today. Do you 
condemn them as a group or try to 
see them as individuals? Do you avoid 
contact with them or attempt to under
stand them and to communicate with 
them?

Consider the young people of your 
church. Are there enough competent, 
enthusiastic leaders for them in all 
areas? Pray for those leaders. Does 
your church minister effectively to 
college students? Do you know a 
least one high school or college stu 
dent by name in your church for 
whom you could pray even occasion
ally? Are there missions volunteers 
in your church for whom you should 
be praying? Do you know a college 
student who might possibly be in
terested in learning about the journey
man program?
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Consider your neighborhood. Are 
there young people nearby who are 
not active Christians? Pray that you 
will make an effort to reach out to 
them with encouragement and Chris
tian love.

Consider your family relationships 
involving young people. Are you en
couraging your children, grandchil
dren, nephews, nieces to seek God’s 
calling in their lives.

Consider the larger community. Are 
there international students in your 
area? Have you invited any of them 
into your home for a meal and Chris
tian fellowship? Has your church 
explored the possible ministry of 
teaching English to wives of foreign 
students?

3. The near edge and the far edge 
of this great problem of student un
rest and revolt meet in the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering. A part of 
that which you give through it is 
channeled directly into witnessing to 
high school and college students 
around the world. Are you giving that 
which costs you little or nothing, or 
are you giv ng with at least some de
gree of personal sacrifice?
Suggested closing prayer for dedica
ting offering:

Father, we want to reach out in 
Christian love to young people around 
the world, realizing that our invest
ment in them is vital. Please use our 
offering to help them hear of Christ’s 
love and to respond with growing 
Christian maturity.

Suggested Prayer Requests for Wednes
day

Pray for the journeyman who will 
assist Mattie Lou Bible in student work 
in Brazil.

Pray that money will become avail
able to build a student center on the 
strategic piece of property at the en
trance to the new Federal Universtiy 
campus in Brazil.

Pray for the youth who attend the 
Monday night youth programs in Togo. 
West Africa.

Pray for President Lam Chi Fung, 
the faculty and staff of Hong Kong 
Baptist College, that the school’s Chris- 

<*“ vMbm alfht to ma aon A, 
tive.

Pray for Mrs. Earl Williams and fa 
young people in her literacy class at 
Camp Four village in Liberia.

Pray for the MKa (missionary cfa- 
dren) at the Baptist dormitory in To
kyo, Japan, and for Mr. and Mn. 
Floyd Mayberry, dormitory parents.

Pray for Marylu Moore, director, sad 
the staff and children at the O. B. 
Taylor Orphanage in Rome.

Pray for the Christian witness of 
Yvonne Helton, journeyman in the 
Dominican Republic.

Pray that more students will hear 
and respond to Christian witnessing 
through student centers around the 
world.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will be free 
to move students to complete commit
ment and baptism after accepting Christ

Pray that more funds will become 
available to help operate the expanding 
work of the new student center in 
Manila.

Pray for the students and faculty of 
the Baptist high schools at Jos and 
Enugu, Nigeria.

Pray for the students and faculty of 
the two Baptist high schools in Kenya 
located at Nyeri and Mombasa.

Pray for the students and faculty of 
the Sanyati Baptist Secondary School 
in Rhodesia.

Pray for a continued impact of 
Mission 70 in the lives of Baptist young 
people who attended last Christmas.

Pray for the elementary and second
ary students attending Ricks Institute 
near Monrovia, Liberia.

Pray for the outreach of the student 
program in Mexico City as it tries to 
reach more students this year in Bible 
study, camps, and special programs.

Pray for the Christian witness of the 
Baptist sponsored servicemen's center at 
Nonsan, Korea.

Pray for Japanese students attending 
Baptist schools and colleges in Japan.

Pray for missionary Bill Wagner in 
his witness through the Baptist Youth 
Center in Salzburg, Austria.

Pray for Mr. and Mrs. Fred Young, 
missionary journeymen in Nairobi. Ken
ya, as they witness through African 
youth work.

Pray by name for missions volunteers 
and ministerial students from your home 
church. «

fey FULLY QO... BOLDLY TELL

That hostility can become 
acceptance and Christian love!

GOD’S WORD FOR MY WORLD 
(John 17:20-21, 4:5-7, 9, 13-14; 
Matt. 5:44, 46-47; Eph. 5:2; Acta 
4:31)

“O earth, earth, earth, hear the 
word of the Lord" (Jer. 22:29).

“I do not pray only for them, but 
also for those who believe in me be
cause of their message. I pray that 
they may all be one. O Father! May 
they be one in us, just as you are in 
me and I am in you. May they be 
one, so that the world will believe 
that you sent me” (John 17:20-21 
TEV).

You are the common denomina
tor, Lord, for all the world's unlike 
fractions! Only as we are changed 
into Christians through personal faith 
in thee, can we be added together to 
become a whole!

“He came to a town in Samaria 
named Sychar . . . and Jesus, tired 
out by the trip, sat down by the well. 
... A Samaritan woman came to 
draw some water, and Jesus said to 
her, ‘Give me a drink of water.’. . . 
The Samaritan woman answered, 
‘You are a Jew and I am a Samari
tan—how can you ask me for a 
drink?’ (For Jews will not use the 
same dishes that Samaritans use.) 
Jesus answered: ‘Whosoever drinks 
this water will get thirsty again; but 
whoever drinks the water that I will 
give him will never be thirsty again. 
For the water that I will give him 
will become in him a spring which 
will provide him with living water, 
and give him eternal life’ ” (John 4: 
5-7,9, 13-14 TEV).

You showed us the way through 
Samaria, Lord. Guide me, please, in 

my own Samaritan encounters with 
Jewish people, Negroes, Indians, 
Mexicans, the poor, and the socially 
undesirable. Save me from pretend
ing they are not there. Let me neither 
detour around them nor run from 
them.

"Love your enemies, and pray for 
those who mistreat you. . . . Why 
should you expect God to reward 
you, if you love only the people who 
love you? Even the tax collectors do 
that! And if you speak only to your 
friends, have you done anything out 
of the ordinary? Even the pagans do 
that!" (Matt. 5:44,46-47 TEV). 
“Your life must be controlled by 
love, just as Christ loved us and gave 
his life for us” (Eph. 5:2 TEV).

But, Lord, you know that it is not 
easy to let my life be controlled by 
Christian love toward all people. How 
can 1 possibly do it?

"When they finished praying, the 
place where they were meeting was 
shaken. They were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
God's message with boldness” (Acts 
4:31 TEV).

Yes, Lord, I must pray, and in 
the crucible of thy love, you can help 
me deal with my own hostilities. Then 
as 1 walk humbly with thee through 
earth's Samarias, I can truly say, 
"Hostility can become acceptance 
and Christian love."

CALL TO PRAYER

HYMN: “In Christ There Is No East 
or West” (Baptist Hymnal. 
No. 443)

THE FAR EDGE
“Man's relations with his fellow

THURSDAY

man cannot today be considered a 
sectional problem—or even a na
tional one. It involves mankind all 
over the world, and in our time 
looms as the great frontier in the 
forward advance of the human race” 
(Frank Stanton, "The Roots of Preju
dice,” Senior Scholastic, January 11, 
1968, p. 6).

“Soinetimes,” writes a missionary 
in the Middle East, “I get the im
pression that people at home think 
we work in some special world un
touched by the moral issues, the 
political struggles, the fears and 
hatreds of this tumultuous century. I 
assure you that we do not." I

The fact that hostile, angry feel
ings exist throughout the* world be
tween certain ethnic groups, races, 
and social classes must be dealt with 
honestly within the Christian con
text. Hostility can become accept
ance and Christian love through 
Christ.

Examination of the far edge of 
missions will show how Christ’s heal
ing love can resolve differences be
tween groups of people.

Europe and the Middle East
Marcelle Nasrallah, the pretty and 

vivacious secretary in the Baptist 
publications office in Lebanon, was 
opposed to the late Virginia Cobb’s 
decision to move the department 
office into the Muslim community 
and open a reading room and book 
store. “I was scared," she said. “I 
thought the people would be ugly to 
us because we are Christian and they 
are Muslim.”

Virginia Cobb replied; “I’m tired 
of being on the border of their com-
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munity. .1 want to go inside. We’re 
not going in to preach; we’re going 
in to love them.”

So they opened the new center. 
Gradually children began to come in 
and read. Mothers followed, then the 
young people, and then the university 
students. Some of the young men 
said. “This is culturally the best 
thing that anyone has done in our 
community."

Then persecution began to come, 
not because the Baptists were inside, 
but because they were successful. 
Troublemakers threw gasoline against 
the door and it ignited. The people 
of the community rallied to help put 
out the fire. A rock was thrown 
through a window with a note threat
ening the lives of those who worked 
in the reading room. The young men 
of the community took turns sitting 
with the employees in their offices 
and walking them home in the after
noon. A delegation went to a gov
ernment ministry and appealed for 
protection, saying, “We have received 
nothing but love from these people.” 
The young secretary realized then 
that their love had not only been 
received but also was being returned.

It was a period of extreme politi
cal unrest, however, and the govern
ment official told Miss Cobb, “The 
smallest incident could trigger an ex
plosion and cause bloodshed through
out the country.”

With great pain Miss Cobb took 
down the sign and locked the door 
with the people of the community 
begging them to stay.

Later under the leadership of mis
sionary Emmett Barnes, the center 
was moved to a Christian community 
within walking distance of the old 
library. Former patrons began to 
use it and to bring other friends.

When Virginia Cobb died January 
25 of this year, the news spread 
through the streets of Beirut. “What 
a loss!” the people said. Several 
men came to the center and wept. 
Wide-eyed children said, “I will go 
tell my mother that she went to be 
with Jesus.”

Most amazingly, though, some of 

them overcame their own deep preju
dice to come inside a Christian 
church for the first time in their lives 
in order to attend a memorial service 
for the lady who came “inside” to 
help them.

South America
“In Brazil the social and economic 

differences are greater than the racial 
differences,” comments Mattie Lou 
Bible. “I am a member of the largest 
and most influential Baptist church 
in Recife, a large city of over a mil
lion. In it we have people of all 
social classes, economic levels, and 
races. A non-Christian in attendance 
at the church was amazed by this 
fact and commented that this could 
happen only in an evangelical church. 
Within the church there are no dis
tinctions—they are truly all one in 
Christ.”

East Asia
“You will recall,” writes mis

sionary Sam Choy, “that Korea was 
under Japanese domination for some 
thirty-five years. During this time 
the people suffered much, and a num
ber of Christian leaders who were 
outspoken about freedom and liberty 
were imprisoned and persecuted.

“Some time ago, a Japanese Bap
tist leader spoke in one of our 
churches. In his opening remarks he 
spoke on behalf of the Japanese peo
ple and apologized for the way in 
which the Koreans were treated. It 
was just a simple statement, and yet 
it meant so very much to all who 
were listening and from that moment 
on there was warm empathy between 
them.”

Southeast Asia
“In the pioneer missions area 

where we work there is a church of 
some 150 members of 14 different 
ethnic groups,” reports Mrs. C. H. 
Morris. “Many of these are indigen
ous tribespeople of Malaysia, Indo
nesia, and Burma who are employed 
in the local timber industries.

“You are probably aware of the 
racial problems in Malaysia between 
Chinese and Malays. The tensions 
that exist between these two groups 

continue to be felt in our dally
However, among our Christians then 
are many evidences that oneness ta 
Christ can indeed break down the 
divisions. One example is the con
cern of the local church members for 
the Murut work in the Kalabakan 
jungle. Chinese, Indians, Filipinos, 
Indonesians, and Burmese members 
of the local congregation provided 
the material and labor for the church 
building erected by the Muruts.”

Aware that the mulattoes, those 
of mixed race, were not socially 
accepted by either white or black 
groups in Rhodesia, the Marvin L. 
Garretts reached out to them with 
compassion.

In an effort to make contact with 
the many young people whose pri
mary interest was hot-rod cars and 
who would not come near a church 
as such, Mr. Garrett bought an old 
car which he called the “Hoodlum 
Wagon.” Seeing him at work on it 
in his yard, the young people grad
ually stopped by to use his tools to 
work on their own cars. Against the 
backdrop of loud soul music played 
on the record player and gobs of 
grease, the missionaries won the 
friendship and confidence of the 
young people and witnessed to them 
about Christ. Mrs. Garrett taught 
the girls piano lessons.

At last a little Baptist church was 
built for them. Some forty young 
people, ages seventeen to twenty-five, 
comprise the group.

“The greatest hostility here is 
tribal,” writes missionary John E. 
Mills, field representative in West 
Africa. “The African's loyalty to his 
tribe still far outweighs that to his 
nation. The most recent proof of the 
difference Christ makes was in a 
meeting of clergymen (Ibos) who 
left the self-proclaimed ‘Biafra,’ even 
before the end of the war, to meet 
clergymen from Nigeria (mostly 
Yorubas). The war ended just as 
they met. There was a very moving 
scene of reconciliation between two 
Baptists who had been strong in their 
support of the opposing sides in the 
war.” *

the near edge
“The most... the average Chris

tian can hope to do is to take hold 
of the near edge of a great problem 
and act at some cost to himself’ 
(Colin Morris).

You have viewed the far edge of 
the problem of hostile feelings among 
groups of people in other countries. 
There is a near edge too where the 
issue touches. Your own personal 
near edge is inevitably joined to the 
far edge which missionaries and na
tional Christians are experiencing.

1. You have reached out and 
touched the far edge through inter
cessory prayer. You must continue 
to pray for those needs of which you 
are now aware.

2. Your own attitudes and actions 
here are linked together with the 
ministry of missionaries there.

Do you have feelings of distrust 
and hostility toward some ethnic 
group or race of people? Do you 
condemn them as a group, or are 
you seeking to understand them as 
persons? Do you truly feel that they 
need to know Christ as their Saviour 
as much as you do? What are you 
doing personally to relate to them?

Do you find yourself associating 
only with people of your own social 
and economic status? In the last 
week, have you tried to make Chris
tian contact with anyone of a differ
ent social status? Did you do so with 
a condescending attitude, or did you 
reach out in Christian love?

Is your own attitude toward some 
ethnic group or race of people here 
at home a help or a hindrance to 
those missionaries who are trying to 
witness to that particular group in 
another country? A Baptist mission
ary was eating lunch in a hotel in 
Barbados with a cultured, educated 
West Indian man. He said, “Unless 
Christians in the United States can 
resolve their racial problems, soon no 
one will hear them in the West 
Indies.”

3. The near edge and the far edge 
of this global problem of prejudice 
also meet in the Lottie Moon Christ
mas Offering. Every penny of it 

goes directly to the foreign missions 
fields, sharing the love of Christ with 
many races of people and with many 
ethnic, social, and economic groups. 
Are you giving that which costs you 
little or nothing, or are you giving 
with at least some degree of per
sonal sacrifice?

Suggested closing prayer for dedi
cating offering:

Heavenly Father, we pray that you 
will transform our offering into 
bridges of Christian love which can 
span distance and difference. Help 
us to joyfully go and boldly tell that 
hostility can become acceptance and 
Christian love.

Suggested Prayer Requests for Thurs- 
d*y

Pray for the continued Christian wit
ness of RA and GA work in Liberia.

Pray that Christian witness will help 
resolve hostile feelings between the In
dian minority and the Africans in Tan
zania.

Pray that Christian witness in Ni
geria can help in resolving hostile feel
ings between the Ibos, Hausas, and 
Yorubas.

Pray for a warm Christian relation
ship between missionaries and nationals.

Pray for a feeling of Christian unity 
and love among all the missionaries in 
each local Mission.

Pray for better Christian relationships 
between whites and blacks here in 
America.

Pray for a healing Christian relation
ship with the Indians here in America.

Pray for a spirit of Christian love to
ward Jewish people in your community 
and city.

Pray for a warm Christian relation
ship with Mexican-Americans.

Pray for a healing relationship be
tween Muslims and Hindus in Pakistan 
and India.

Pray that Christian witness and love 
will heal differences among ethnic 
groups in Indonesia.

Pray for Christian healing of angry, 
hostile feelings between Arabs and Jews 
in the Middle East.

Pray for the Christian witness of mis

sionaries and journeymen in the mid* 
of sometimes hostile feelings of anti- 
Americanism in the Dominican Re
public.

Thank God for the Christian fellow
ship experienced in Korea through Mrs. 
Hino's visit from Japan. Pray for con
tinued healing of relationships between 
Koreans and Japanese.

Pray for the continued Christian wit
ness of Baptists in Sabah, Malaysia, that 
they might help resolve tensions that 
exist between Chinese and Malays.

Thank God for the encouraging spirit 
of unity and fellowship which is de
veloping in the Korean Baptist Conven
tion.

Pray that the conflict in Guyana be
tween those of African, East Indian, and 
Oriental backgrounds will be healed. 
Pray especially for the Baptist young 
people as they witness within this con
text.

Pray that Baptist churches in Brazil 
will continue to reach people of all 
economic and social levels.

Pray that Christian witness in India 
can help in resolving differences within 
the caste system which, though out
lawed, continues there to sotne extent.

Pray for a healing relationship be
tween those who were at war in Nigeria.

Pray for the Baptist churches in Spain 
as they deal with the problem' of having 
to register with the government.

Pray for a continued climate of lib
erty and status for Baptists in Latin 
America.

Thank God that there has been no 
case of unprovoked persecution of evan
gelicals in Colombia in the past four 
yean.

Pray for Baptists in Ghana during the 
mass exodus of Nigerians due to the 
enforcement of the residence law. Since 
most of the Baptists in Ghana were 
Yorubas from Nigeria, church life has 
been affected. Pray for a resolving of 
general ill feelings of native Ghanaians 
toward the Nigerians.

Pray for the ministry of the newly 
organized Haifa (Israel) Baptist Church 
as it conducts services in Hebrew, 
Arabic, and English under the leader
ship of Missionary Dwight L. Baker.

Pray for our Baptist missionaries and 
Christian nationals throughout Israel.

Pray for Baptist missionaries and 
Christian nationals in Lebanon in the 
midst of the Arab-Israeli crisis.
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FRIDAY

GOD’S WORD FOR MY WORLD 
(Mark 16:14-15; Acts 13:47; Acts 
4:31; Matt. 21:22)
“O earth, earth, earth, hear the word 
of the Lord” (Jer. 22:29).

“Last of all, Jesus appeared to the 
eleven disciples as they were eating. 
... He said to them: ‘Go to the whole 
world and preach the gospel to all 
mankind”’ (Mark 16:14-15 TEV).

“For this is the commandment that 
the Lord has given us: *1 have set you 
to be a light for the Gentiles, to be 
the way of salvation for the whole 
world’ ” (Acts 13:47 TEV).

The whole world, Father? I feel 
so helpless faced with such a tre
mendous task. Where and how do I 
begin?

“When they finished praying the 
place where they were meeting was 
shaken. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak God’s 
message with boldness” (Acts 4:31 
TEV).-

Yes, Lord, I see that I must pray. 
You have given u$ the provision of 
intercessory prayer!

“For this reason I tell you: When 
you pray and ask for something, be
lieve that you have received it, and 
everything will be given you” (Mark 
11:24 TEV). “If you believe, you 
will receive whatever you ask for in 
prayer” (Matt. 21:22 TEV).

CALL TO PRAYER

HYMN: “O God, We Pray for All 
Mankind” (Baptist Hymnal, 
No. 456)

: LY QO... BOLDLY TELL

That prayers for world reconciliation 
' may be translated into reality!

THE FAR EDGE
(Use the plastic record containing 

interviews with area secretaries R. 
Keith Parks, Frank K. Means, James 
D. Belote, Charles W. Bryan, J. D. 
Hughey, and H. C. Goemer to focus 
attention on the world missions scene. 
Invite women to visit an imaginary 
prayer meeting conducted by the wives 
of these men. Explain that a form of 
conversational prayer will be used. 
Introduce the women who will be 
seated in a semicircle around a table 
at the front. Cards with name and 
area should be used to identify each 
woman.)

The prayer meeting is structured 
around these divisions:

1. Claiming God’s promise in Mat
thew 18:19-20

2. Thanksgiving for God’s leader
ship in the past

3. Praying for current crisis situa
tions such as Arab-Israeli tensions, 
Vietnam war, Nigerian peace

4. Praying for urgent needs from 
the missions fields

5. Praying for continuing needs 
from the missions fields

6. Praying for needs related to 
world issues of nationalism, inflation, 
materialism, ignorance, paganism, and 
other issues

7. Praying about closed doors to 
missions

8. Praying about new doors that 
could open in the near future

9. Praying for the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit and deepened spiritual 
lives for all involved in missions

latrodactions:
Mrs. Baker J. Cauthen, wife of execu

tive secretary of the Foreign Mis
sion Board

Mrs. James D. Belote, wife of the sec
retary for East Asia

Mrs. Charles W. Bryan, wife of the 
secretary for Middle America and 
the Caribbean

Mrs. H. Cornell Goemer, wife of the 
secretary for Africa

Mrs. John D. Hughey, wife of the sec
retary for Europe and the Middle 
East

Mrs. Frank K. Means, wife of the sec
retary for South America

Mrs. R. Keith Parks, wife of the sec
retary for Southeast Asia
Mrs. Cauthen (read aloud Matt. 

18:19-20): Our Heavenly Father, 
we’re aware of your presence, for we 
claim your promise now. Help us 
pray in one accord for the spiritual 
needs of our world. We want first, 
though, to say thank you for the many 
evidences of your blessings and help.

Mrs. Goerner: Yes, Lord, thank 
you that Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Pike 
have begun work in Luanda, Angola, 
as fraternal representatives.

Mrs. Hughey: Thank you for the 
publication, Father, of Mark’s Gospel 
in modem Hebrew by Dr. Robert 
Lindsey in Israel.

Mrs. Means: Thank you for the 
successful television workshops for 
training missionaries and nationals. 
Thank you for the leadership of Alan 
Compton, radio-TV representative for 
Latin America.

Mrs. Parks: Lord Jesus, thank you 
that permission has been granted to 
enter Sarawak, Malaysia. We pray 
that you will guide the Bot$ Evanses 

as they seek effective way* to work 
there.

Mrs. Bryan: Thank you that the 
mission in Jalapa, Guatemala is grow
ing in number* and in spiritual depth 
under the leadership of lay pastor 
Roberto Martinez. Thank you for his 
Christian witness as a potter in his 
home workshop. Thank you for the 
thirteen people baptized there last 
year.

Mrs. Belote: Thank you, Lord, 
for your guidance and help in the 
Asian crusades earlier this year.

Mrs. Cauthen: We’re filled with 
gratitude, Father, for this anniversary 
year—125 years of ministry in Christ’s 
name, beginning in China and Africa 
and now in more than 70 countries. 
Thank you for the leading of the Holy 
Spirit during those years.

Mrs. Means: We thank you, God, 
for lives and homes made new through 
the Crusade of the Americas, for 
young lives committed to your will 
through it, for deepened fellowship 
within churches because of it. We 
thank you that Baptists are now more 
appreciated in South America because 
they are better known.

Mrs. Hughey: Thank you, Lord, 
that there is now a hospital thriving 
and serving in Yemen after over 1,300 
years when no Christian missionary 
has been permitted to reside there.

Mrs. Belote: Thank you for the 
strategic role of Japanese Baptists in 
the Baptist World Alliance meeting 
in Toyko.

Mrs. Goerner: Thank you for the 
good news, Father, of the first four 
Baptist converts in Francistown, Bots
wana, through the witness of Mr. and 
Mrs. Marvin Reynolds.

Mrs. Bryan : We praise you. Lord 
Jesus, for the joy of seeing the en
gineer make a profession of faith after 
the radio broadcast in Guyana.

Mrs. Parks: We’re grateful for 
your leadership, Father, through years 
of red tape in finally securing permis
sion for the building of a hospital in 
Bukittinggi on the island of Sumatra 
in Indonesia.

Mrs. Cauthen: We’re aware, Fa
ther, of the leading of thy Spirit in 

providing a continuing flow of volun
teer* to serve abroad—both as career 
missionaries and associates and jour
neymen. For them we are grateful.

Mrs. Belote: Thank you for the 
many visitation teams from missions 
and churches who faithfully continue 
to witness person-to-person in East 
Asia.

Mrs. Bryan: Thank you for the 
team of Baptist dentists who gave 
their vacation time, paid their own 
way, and bought their own drugs to 
carry on the dental care project in 
Guyana. Thank you for the aware
ness of thy love manifested through 
their work of compassion and through 
members of the churches and mis
sions who assisted in carrying out 
this work.

Mrs. Goerner: Lord, thank you 
for Mr. and Mrs. Charles Whitson 
who felt led to volunteer for service 
in Windhoek, South West Africa. We 
recall those three years of waiting for 
someone to volunteer after the Board 
voted to answer the request from the 
congregation in Windhoek for a pas
tor. Thank you that the church has 
doubled in size since their arrival.

Mrs. Parks: Thank you, God, for 
the mass responsiveness of several 
countries in Southeast Asia, especially 
Indonesia which is probably more re
sponsive to the gospel now than any 
other Muslim country.

Mrs. Means: As we think of the 
world’s hungry people, we are espe
cially grateful for the generous gifts of 
thoroughbred animals and equipment 
for agricultural projects in Chone, 
Ecuador.

Mrs. Cauthen : Your Word teaches 
us, Father, that we are to pray for all 
men, for kings and all that are in 
authority. At this time we bring our 
world to you with its crisis situations.

Mrs. Goerner: We’re grateful. 
Lord, that the Nigerian civil war has 
ended. Please heal the hurt that has 
been experienced. We pray that the 
national leaders will work within your 
will to restore unity and peace.

Mrs. Hughey: We’re deeply con
cerned, Father, about the Arab-Israeli 
crisis. We earnestly pray that these 

tension* and provocation* might be 
resolved. We pray for the leader* of 
both sides. Grant them wisdom, self- 
control, and a consciousness of thee.

Mrs. Parks: Vietnam is on our 
hearts, Lord. How we pray for thy 
leadership in bringing about peace. 
Guide those in authority to work co
operatively with thee in ways that are 
within your will.

Mrs. Belote: We pray for the 
Okinawans, Heavenly Father, a* they 
make a political transition with the 
reversion of the Ryukyu Islands to 
Japan. As American fund* are with
drawn from the islands, we pray thy 
continued leadership in helping them 
develop a new economy. Help them 
resolve the problems involved in this 
transition and grant special wisdom 
and opportunity to the national Chris
tians there.

Mrs. Goerner: We pray for the 
Ghana Baptist Convention that they 
will be able to meet the crisis caused 
by the departure of hundreds of Yoru
bas going back to Nigeria because of 
the alien laws. We remember that 
many of the churches in Ghana were 
started by and among Yoruba traders.

Mrs. Cauthen: We’re acutely con
scious, Lord, of many urgent needs 
on missions fields around the world. 
We lift them up to you now for your 
guidance and help in meeting them.

Mrs. Means: Yes, Father, we want 
to pray that funds will be found to 
buy new equipment to replace and 
update machinery of the Baptist Pub
lishing House in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.

Mrs. Parks: We pray that a quali
fied social worker will be led to volun
teer to help in Vietnam.

Mrs. Means: We pray that you 
will lead medical personnel to volun
teer for Colombia and nurses to 
volunteer for Colombia and Paraguay 
to staff existing programs.

Mrs. Goerner : Too, Lord, we pray 
for more doctors and nurses for hos
pitals in Nigeria

Mrs. Hughey: Please hel^ provide 
missionary and Indian personnel for 
the clinic in India and other doctors 
and nurses for medical projects
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throughout the Middle East
Mas. Belote: I pray earnestly, 

Father, for those students in Japan 
whose unrest and agitation are detri
mental to kingdom's work. I pray that 
the Holy Spirit might reach out to 
them and reorient their purpose and 
direction spiritually.

Mrs. Cauthen: There are con
tinuing needs, too, Father, on every 
missions field. We pray for rygss com
munications development—that na- 

htional Christian talent be raised up to 
’produce TV and radio programs that 

will be appealing, Christian, and rele
vant

Mrs. Bryan: Father, you’re al
ready aware that we desperately need 
field missionary volunteers who will 
literally know how to start churches 
from scratch—who will believe in the 
nationals and will give them places of 
responsibility from the beginning. Stir 
the hearts of pastors here in the States 
to volunteer for overseas missions ap
pointment.

Mrs. Hughey: We pray for a con
tinuing spirit of evangelistic crusade 
in Spain. We pray for Spanish Baptist 
churches, especially in relation to the 
new laws of church registration with 
the government

Mrs. Means: We pray for progress 
toward self-support in existing mis
sions programs in South America, 
thus making new programs possible. 
Please stir an awareness of steward
ship obligations both in the South 
American churches and in the United 
States.

Mrs. Parks: I lift up to you per
sonally, Father, the children of mis
sionaries in Southeast Asia. I pray 
especially for their adjustment in 
dormitories for high school students 
and for those in college. During these 
periods of separation, strengthen their 
spiritual convictions; reinforce their 
Christian character; grant them deep 
awareness of thy love and care.

Mrs. Belote: There is an ever 
present need, Father, of harmony and 
oneness among the missionaries in 
each field of service. At this time I 
pray especially for those in Hong 
Kong and other East Asian countries.

Help them be of one accord with each 
other and with the local Christians as 
they reach out in love to the nationals.

Mrs. Goerner: We ask for guid
ance, Father, to proceed aright in the 
new developing Mission in Ethiopia. 
Be with the missionaries in the com
munity development program in the 
Menz-Gishe District as they witness 
through the handcraft school, agricul
tural projects, literacy and educa
tional projects. Above all, may all 
these efforts to help their material and 
economic life create a responsive atti
tude toward the gospel.

Mrs. Cauthen: We pray for the 
Muslim world, Lord, knowing full 
well the difficulties encountered in 
Christian witness. We pray somehow 
that you will intervene in removing 
legal barriers to witness. We pray for 
converts there who are experiencing 
great difficulty with family in order 
to be baptized.

Mrs. Hughey: I thank you, Lord, 
for the unselfish missionary service of 
Virginia Cobb in the area of publica
tions for the Arab world. I pray that 
you will lead in finding someone to 
take her place. Her life was at its 
peak of service, Father, at the time of 
her death. Please use her testimony 
to cause others to respond to the great 
needs of our world.

Mrs. Means: Father, I lift up to 
thee for spiritual undergirding the 
presidents of the Baptist conventions 
in South America, the executive sec
retaries of the conventions, and the 
seminary presidents.

Mrs. Bryan: I pray for Mr. and 
Mrs. Joel Estrado and Mr. and Mrs. 
Raphael Guzman, four graduates of 
the seminary in Mexico, as they now 
lead churches in the peninsula area of 
Mexico.

Mrs. Means: I ask your blessing, 
Father, on the theological institute 
soon to open in Venezuela. Guide 
those who are in charge and those 
students who will be trained.

Mrs. Belote: I pray, Lord, for 
intensive, individual, personal follow
up after these 1970 Asia-wide cru
sades. Grant an extra measure of 
wisdom and energy to missionary and 

national leaden that they might not 
kxe contact with those persons who 
responded during the crusades.

Mrs. Goerner: I pray for the agri- 
cultural program among rural Afri
cans as a means of showing that we 
care and as a Christian context for 
witnessing.

Mrs. Parks: We pray for a stream
lining of mission structure to utilize 
people and dollars to the maximum.

Mrs. Cauthen: You taught us in 
Luke 24:47 that repentance and for
giveness should be preached to all 
nations, our Father. There are still 
some countries on earth where no 
Christian missionary is permitted. 
Afghanistan and Tibet are two of 
those. We pray for them at this time 
and for stirrings of spiritual awareness 
there.

Mrs. Belote: We pray, too, Fa
ther, for mainland China whose doors 
are still closed. Please bless and guide 
faithful Christians there and if pos
sible give Christians another oppor
tunity to share the love of Christ with 
them.

Mrs. Hughey: We seek your will, 
Lord, in the problem facing Rev. and 
Mrs. Bill Hem and family, now on 
furlough. As you know, permission 
to reside in Egypt has been denied 
them. Please work through this situa
tion.

Mrs. Cauthen: There are-closed 
doors, Father; nevertheless, new 
doors keep opening. Help us declare 
glory among those nations.

Mrs. Parks: We rejoice, Lord 
Jesus, that Laos is officially a new 
missions field. How we pray for thy 
leading in every step that is taken to 
establish Baptist witness there.

Mrs. Goerner: We pray. Lord, for 
the new efforts in French-language 
West Africa: Senegal, Ivory Coast, 
Upper Volta, Dahomey, and Togo. 
We pray also for new efforts in Bots
wana, Angola, and South West 
Africa.

Mrs. Hughey: Father, we pray that 
our first missionary couple in Iran 
will find opportunity opening and free
dom to witness.

Mrs. Means: We thank you, God, 

for the new mission stations recently 
opened in Colombia. We seek thy 
guidance for those missionaries re- 
Mouible for opening new areas of 
other countries of South America 
where there is already Baptist work.

Mrs. Goerner: We pray, Father, 
for a relaxation of policies with refer
ence to visas for new missionaries, 
especially in Nigeria.

Mrs. Bryan: We pray, Lord Jesus, 
for Christian witness through Baptist 
missions work in Barbados. Guide 
Mr. and Mrs. Weldon E. Viertel in 
their efforts there.

Mrs. Belote: Though Red China 
is temporarily closed, Father, we 
thank you for making it possible to 
enter all other countries in the area. 
So we pray, rather than for new geo 
graphical entities, for higher “levels” 
of missions endeavor—increased em
phasis on TV and radio ministries, in
creased emphasis on training leaders, 
increased emphasis upon growing the 
indigenous church.

Mrs. Means: Likewise, Father, 
there are still many frontiers to cross 
in South America—religious indif
ference, economic barriers, social 
restraints, political divisions, and 
secularism.

Mrs. Parks: We pray about the 
possibility of Christian missions in 
Cambodia. We earnestly seek thy 
leadership in preparing a political cli
mate that is receptive to Christian 
overtures.

Mrs. Goerner: We pray that 
doors may open in Guinea, Chad, and 
Mozambique in Africa, making it pos
sible to send missionaries there.

Mrs. Cauthen: We’re conscious, 
Father, of the great spiritual needs of 
the world and the reality of the fact 
that there are not enough missionaries 
to go. So we pray earnestly for na
tional leaders to be called forth from 
among their own people and that we 
might assist them through prayer 
support.

Mrs. Goerner: We pray that mis
sionaries will be flexible and wise as 
to how best to serve in the rapid 
change of modem Africa.

Mrs. Parks: We pray earnestly for 

more sacrificial giving by all Baptists 
to make possible continued expan
sion of missions. We’re so aware of 
the problem of inflation—of the han
dicap of lack of funds to meet the 
many needs.

Mrs. Means: We pray, Lord, for 
the Holy Spirit’s power in Pentecostal 
proportions!

Mrs. Belote: And we pray, Fa
ther, for imaginative daring leadership 
in the discovery of new ways for new 
days!

Mrs. Bryan: We pray also, Fa
ther, for deepening of the spiritual 
lives of missionaries, nationals, and 
all our staff personnel with the For
eign Mission Board.

Mrs. Cauthen: Yes, Lord, we lift 
ourselves and our world up to thee 
under the magnifying glass of prayer. 
We pray for healing, strengthening, 
courage to be and to do what you en
vision for us. We pray in the name 
of Christ Jesus, our Saviour. Amen.

THE NEAR EDGE
(To be presented by someone repre

senting Mrs. Winston Crawley, wife 
of the director of the Overseas Divi
sion, Foreign Mission Board.)

I feel that we as Christians have 
several basic needs in regard to in
tercessory prayer for missions:

1. We need reinforced convictions 
about the purpose of God and need 
of man so that we don’t feel missions 
is something incidental but absolutely 
essential. Do we truly believe that 
everyone should have a chance to hear 
the gospel?

2. We need to be informed about 
missions work and missions needs. My 
husband and I both feel that one of 
the main things Southern Baptists 
need to know in order to pray intelli
gently is that missions is not some
thing we do for people of other lands 
but something we and Christians of 
other lands do together to evangelize 
those lands.

We need to understand our decen
tralized and indigenous plan of mis
sions work—the approach of letting 
Baptists of each country become 

uniquely themselves.
We need to understand the continu

ing need for long range depth involve
ment through career missionaries and 
the urgent need for more preacher 
missionaries.

3. We need to do more actual 
praying. How often we stop at the 
point of getting informed. Often our 
prayer meetings are just another meet
ing. I shall never forget an experi
ence in a prayer meeting in Prince 
Edward Road Baptist Church, Hong 
Kong. There was a fair amount of 
discussion of needs, but afterwards 
the people prayed. My knees wore 
out, and my back ached; but the 
prayers were offered.

We feel also that Southern Baptists 
should consider day to day human 
needs; for example, getting.along with 
each other; getting along with local 
Christians; overcoming frustration, 
discouragement, and preoccupation 
with petty personal concerns; solving 
vexing problems such as proper 
schools for missionary children; prop
erly identifying with the nation’s 
environment.

4. We need to underwrite our 
prayers with sacrificial giving in order 
to help God answer them. As for send
ing the goS| ;1 out beyond our borders 
where most have never heard the gos
pel message even once, our giving per 
member is less than the cost of mail
ing a letter—less than six cents per 
member per week. We need to give 
generously to the Lottie Moon Christ
mas Offering and help lead our church 
to more generous giving continuously 
through the Cooperative Program.

Each Christian meets the near edge 
of foreign missions through. deepen
ing of personal convictions about the 
absolute necessity of foreign missions; 
broader understanding about basic 
missions philosophy and current mis
sions needs; actually praying for 
those needs; and giving unselfishly to 
help answer those needs.

“The most ... the average Chris
tian can hope to do is to take hold of 
the near edge of a great problem and 
act at some cost to himself’ (Colin 
Morris).
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Louise Berge Winningham

Middle East Tensions
A Study of the Impact of History 

on Christian Missions

1VOT A DAY PASSES that the
’ trembled Middle East is not dis

cussed in the daily newspapers. Since 
missionaries do not operate in a politi
cal, cultural, or spiritual vacuum, con
ditions in the Middle East heighten 
difficulties in reaching a Muslim or 
Jew for Christ

The Middle East is populated main
ly by some 100 million Arabs, who 
are almost all Muslims, and almost 
three million Israelis, who are mostly 
Jewish. Less than eight million are 
even nominally Christian, and evan
gelicals number only a few thousand. 
The people are primarily Arab in cul
ture, language, customs, and religion.

At best the area is characterized as 
an uneasy truce. Hostility and sus
picion abound. The enmity has existed 
for many, many years between Arabs 
and Jews. Neither is satisfied with 
present national boundaries.

Mtotoouary DBeasma
The missionary who seeks to pre

sent Christ both to Muslim and Jew 
finds himself in a dilemma. He wants 
to be friendly with both without “tak
ing sides” in a controversy which has 
baffled the best minds of the twen
tieth century. But the very act of 
neutrality is taken by many to be rea
son for rejecting both missionary and 
message.

The modern nation of Israel is only 
twenty-two years old. Arabs do not 

recognize that such a nation exists. 
They have been in the area for four
teen centuries and consider it their 
homeland. The Jews lost it with the 
fall of Jerusalem in a.d. 70. But as 
Sherwood Wirt in March 1970 De
cision points out: “Who got there first, 
Jew or Arab? . . . God got there first. 
. . . Who owns the land? The Philis
tine charioteers thought they knew 
the answer to that one, and so did the 
Roman legionnaires, and the Turkish 
janissaries, and the British tommies 
and a few others. But the answer . . . 
is that God owns the land. It is His 
Land.”

Whatever the political implications, 
Christians can agree that the ultimate 
issue is not who owns the land, but 
who owns the people of all lands. The 
essential goal is that all men—Jewish, 
Arab, or of whatever persuasion— 
find Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
George Fry in Christianity Today 
wrote, “Christ, up to now the barrier 
between Christian, Jew, and Muslim, 
can become, by the grace of God, the 
bridge to oneness in the Gospel."

Barriers to Wburiug MuMum
Muslim areas of the world are 

among the least responsive to Chris
tian missions. There are many reasons 
for this. First, there is the cultural 
barrier. In a sense that is difficult for 
Westerners to understand, the Middle 
Easterner’s religion is also his nation
ality. Attempts to convert him are 

seen not only as an attack against his 
religion, but against his nationality as 
well. One who becomes a Christian 
appears traitorous to his countrymen. 
The idea of a personal faith is largely 
insignificant Though he may rarely 
participate in religious activities, he is 
fiercely loyal to the faith in which he 
was born. Though Christ was bom 
in the midst of this area, Muslims 
consider Christianity Western since 
missionaries are primarily Westerners.

Cities of the Middle East are often 
divided into different areas for Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims. And the 
psychological walls are very high be
tween areas. Family ties are strong 
and provide a community of meaning. 
Conformity is instilled from birth. A 
Muslim who becomes a Christian is 
cut off from family, friends, and often 
his job.

Second, there are strong political 
barriers. Since the politics, law, and 
religion are fused in Muslim coun
tries, it is unpatriotic to change from 
the Muslim religion. In several 
countries, proselytizing Muslims is 
forbidden. Furthermore, neutrality in 
political issues is considered as bad 
as opposition. Arabs feel that the 
West has been historically pitted 
against the Arab world and is today 
pro-Jewish. Because they fuse politics 
and religion, and think Americans 
and Christians synonymous, they feel 
any American or Christian is against 
them. *

Third, Islam to Christianity’s oldest 
(MXt to Jsditoto) sad MM successful 
ftKfcpcal corepetitar far ths hearts 
of men. Christianity bus tout ground 
to Islam since the seventh century. 
Today it remains the major missions 
rival. Islam’s very existence chal
kages Christianity since it is the only 
aajor world religion begun after 
Christianity. They think it superior, 
etoe it would not have been started.

Fourth, there to a peculiar spiritual 
barrier. Before missionaries can ade
quately witness, they have to know 
what the people consider the Christian 
message to be. In Islam, Christ is not 
rejected per se, but is so thoroughly 
reinterpreted that it amounts to a re
jection. Some have believed that Islam 
began as a perversion of Christianity. 
The Muslim feels he already knows 
about Christ He considers him a 
forerunner of Muhammed and not the 
supreme or final revelation. But the 
Bible teaches: “And in none other is 
there salvation: for neither is there 
any other name under heaven, that is 
given among men, wherein we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12 ASV). Also, the 
Muslim feels that his religion is su
perior to Christianity because the idea 
of one God is cardinal to him. He 
feels that the Christian’s concept of 
Jesus as the Son of God advocates 
multiple deity. Muslims have no con
cept of the new birth or of the indi
vidual’s responsibility before God. 
Yet their practice of religion often ex
ceeds that of many Christians. Having 
seen much superficial Christianity for 
centuries, they view it as meaningless. 
They see divisions, competitive seek
ing of status and power, lifeless tra
ditions, caste consciousness, pride, 
lack of social concern, absence of 
Christian love as indictments of Chris
tianity. These same things Muhammed 
saw in the sixth century and no doubt 
they were factors in the formation of 
Islamic religion.

Barriers to Winning Jews
Many of the same barriers which 

discourage Muslims from becoming 
Christians are also present with Jews.

Ttey too km «ro<« tunOy ttaa nd 
m OMtoriy hesitant to port from 
the faith al their family.

Jews atoo have psychological bar
riers. They feel that history records 
many events of ill treatment at the 
hands of so-called Christian countries. 
The Crusades, the Spanish Inquisi
tion, persecution from Russia and 
Germany all add up to Jews believing 
Christians are enemies. They feel 
modern Christians lack compassion 
for them.

Since the formation of Israel in 
1948, over a million exiles have en
tered its borders from all over the 
world. Social justice rather than re
ligion was the chief motive for Israel’s 
founding. They were stirred by the 
expression, “national home for the 
Jewish people,” and today there are 
over 2,500,000 Jews in Israel. When 
Southern Baptists began missions 
work in the 1920’s, about 100,000 
Jews were there.

War’s Effect on Mhrioaary Work
Already a most difficult area for 

Christian missions, the Middle East 
has had these difficulties compounded 
by war, sporadic fighting, tensions, 
and the uneasiness of unsettled con
ditions. The Six-Day War of 1967 
served to accentuate tensions, not only 
between Arab and Jew but also be
tween Christian missionaries and those 
to whom they witnessed. There was 
less trust of the missionaries, who 
were suspected as sympathizers with 
opposing forces. The separation of 
religions and political views is almost 
impossible for the people in the Mid
dle East Arabs felt that Christians 
were unpatriotic. Attempts to convert 
them were seen as attacks against 
their nationality. Thus it became 
harder for missionaries to make new 
friends. Mistrust of Westerners be
came stronger.

Second, there were effects within 
the Baptist churches. Some noted an 
attendance drop as the members faced 
ridicule from their countrymen. Meet
ings and visitation were sometimes 
cancelled or delayed due to air raids 
and curfews. Planning became almost 

impouribte. Schedule mirfetotiii 
clouded church activities. In short, 
tiie conflict had a distracting effect on 
religious matters.

On the positive side, though, there 
were unusual opportunities for help 
and service during times of tension 
and conflict. Local church members 
and missionaries alike took advantage 
of these opportunities to present Christ 
as the ultimate answer to man’s need. 
They showed genuine courage during 
the war itself. A surprising effect 
after the war of 1967 was a “run” on 
Arabic Bibles. The people were 
searching the Old Testament for light 
on the Middle East situation.

Ways to Minister
Christians in the Middle East face 

the realities of the situation in which 
they labor. Missionary work there is 
a lifelong struggle—with the Koran, 
Arabic, distrust, heat, sometimes 
sand, and always in the face of gov
ernment uncertainties. Christian love 
has to be expressed in decidedly prac
tical ways.

Christianity there is literally the 
“leaven in the lump” living in a hos
tile environment. It is a duplication 
of the first century environment when 
Christians were a small minority. Wit
nessing for Christ becomes primarily a 
person-to-person sharing of the good 
news with a friend. A patient living 
of the Christian life is seen as the crux 
of missions work. Making friends, 
serving, studying, using one’s home as 
a point of contact are some of the 
practical ways of witnessing. Time 
must be taken to make contacts and 
develop the rapport that to necessary 
to lead persons to Christian decision.

Missionaries today can hope for no 
more than to be tolerated by govern
ments much more interested in the 
service they can render than in the 
faith they want to share. Such ser
vices include education, medicine, and 
agriculture. t

One type of ministry which holds 
promise for missionary work is the 
use of the newspaper for religious ad
vertisements and for correspondence 
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Bible courses. This use of the printed 
word has given the greatest response 
of any type witness today. Over seven 
thousand are enrolled in correspond
ence courses.

What Can We Du?

Christians can apply themselves 
seriously to the task of bridging 
chasms of misunderstanding that have 
deepened in histpry. Where^Gere are 
opportunities for personal contact with 
those from the Middle East, a de
liberate cultivation of Christian friend
ship can begin. Americans fortunate 
enough to travel to the Holy Land can 
conscientiously seek to be Christian 
tourists reflecting Christ.

In contacts with those from the 
Middle East, Christians can develop 
the habit of listening as well as speak
ing Mrs. Roberta Dorr, missionary 
first in Gaza and now in Yemen, elo
quently points out this need in her 
poem:

In a Hurry
“Americans, cocky, sure you’re 

right.
Always in too big a hurry to sit 

with us long enough
To become friends.
We tried to know you
But you were always trying to give 

us something:
A Bible
Or money
Or even food,

Anything you would part with 
for our sakes

But your time.”

There is a constant need for a larger 
missionary staff. Pray for dedicated, 
patient, new laborers to work for a 
harvest in the land of Jesus' birth.

Above all, prayer is needed for the 
field. Pray for the national Christians 
laboring diligently. How they need 
prayer to live faithfully for Christ 
amid criticism, ridicule, and misun
derstanding! Prayer is needed for the 
missionaries struggling against almost 
overwhelming need and obstacles. 
Prayer is needed for peace in the area 
so Christ may be freely proclaimed

MEETING PLAN
Announcement of Baptist Women projects and plans
Preview of Baptist Women meeting plans for January

(see Forecaster, p. 56)
Group planning for next month
Study session (see p. 50)
Call to Prayar

PLANNING 
^7 LEARNING

1. Understanding the Aim
At the end of this unit, members 

should be able to list historical, 
religious, political, and cultural cir
cumstances that influence foreign mis
sions. Members should be able to 
explain the influence on missions of 
each circumstance listed. The study 
in October demonstrated the influ
ence of political situations on 
missions in Nigeria. Last month mem
bers examined the influence of a 
historical circumstance in Argentina. 
This month members will examine 
the difficult combination of prob
lems affecting missions in the Middle 
East.

2. Choosing Methods (choose one)
(1) Listening teams
Divide members into three listen

ing teams. While one person sum
marizes the study materia], team one 
will listen for problems and condi
tions which are essentially unique to 
the Middle East, team two will listen 
for problems and conditions in the 
Middle East which are shared by 
other missions fields, team three will 
listen for significant factors affecting 
missions work in the Middle East. 
After teams have had a few minutes 
to organize their findings, each 
should report to the group.

(2) Research and report
Ask three members to be prepared 

to report on (a) Arab history and 
culture, (b) Israeli history and cul
ture, (c) missions in the Middle East. 
Reports (a) and (b) can be researched 
from recent magazine articles and 
books available in the public library.

After these two reports are given, 
review the contrasts. Then introduce’ 
report (c) as the Southern Baptist 
answer to the problems of cultural 
contrast Report (c) may be re
searched from pamphlets free from 
the Foreign Mission Board, Literature 
Distribution, P.O. Box 6597, Rich
mond, Virginia 23230: “Star-Gleams 
Over Israel,” “Jordan: Land of 
Arches,” “Lebanon: Unrealized Po
tential,” “Yemen Looks Ahead."

(3) Work groups
Divide the group into subgroups. 

Distribute back copies of The Com
mission to each group. Ask the sub
groups to find examples of historical, 
religious, political, and cultural cir
cumstances that influence foreign 
missions. As work groups report, 
draw parallels between reports and 
the study material on the Middle 
East. Include reports on religious 
liberty laws, if members chose this
possibility for follow-through last 
month.

3. Using Learning AMs
Clip articles about countries where 

Southern Baptists have work from 
recent news magazines. Plan to have 
a different clipping for each member 
present. At the conclusion of study 
these may be used to evaluate learn
ing.

4. Evaluating the Study
Ask each woman to read the clip

ping given her. Then ask her to 
identify possible influence that the 
circumstance described has upon 
Southern Baptist missions.

5. Planning for Follow-through
Ask members to think of historical, 

religious, political, and cultural cir
cumstances affecting the work of 
their church. Discuss ways that the 
church can increase effectiveness in 
response to these circumstances.

MRU 
STUDY GROUP

W. Bryant Hicks

JESUS taught many things through 
the use of parables. In the fourth 

chapter of Mark, three parables 
related to seed and harvest throw sig
nificant light on the meaning of mis
sions for our day. In the introduction 
to these, Mark says that it was the 
custom of Jesus to teach in parables 
(v. 2). What this indicates is that 
Jesus adapted his method of com
munication to insure that his hearers 
would understand. He spoke not in 
abstractions, but in pictures that en
hanced the understanding of those 
who had faith.

Sensitivity in Communication
Every missionary sooner or later 

must develop this same sensitivity for 
effective communication. Proclama
tion of itself is not a sufficient focus. 
Every resource must be employed to 
insure that the message gets through 
to the understanding of the hearer. 
This is one reason why missions 
boards today are placing such a 
premium on language and cultural 
studies. The missionary needs to 
spend the major part of his first term 
concentrating on getting a firm hold 
on the language of the people. He 
must also soak up as much of the 
life of the community as possible. 
He watches with all eyes and listens 
with all ears, opening himself to all 
that goes on around him. The best
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Sowing and Reaping

Purposeful Missions

missionaries are those who finally 
come to know and understand the 
local language, customs, and history 
better than the nationals.

Especially in his early years, the 
missionary must spend far more time 
listening than he does speaking. Too 
many people understand language 
study as merely the acquiring of a 
tool to enable the missionary to 
speak. This is only part of it. Of 
first importance is the ability to hear 
what is being said by the nationals— 
not just the words alone, but also 
the varied inflections of the voice. 
These inflections often communicate 
more accurately what needs to be 
understood than do the words them
selves.

The effective witness, then, is first 
of all a good listener. He thus dis
covers the people’s fears, problems, 
and felt needs. When he has found 
these, he knows the starting place. 
Dr. Jacob Loewen tells of a con
ference in which he was asking some 
islanders to evaluate the work of 
missionaries who had labored among 
them. They expressed appreciation 
for these who had worked in their 
area. Then they added, "But they 
were always scratching where it didn’t 
itch. If they had just taken time to 
find out where we itch.” If we start 
at the point of need which they them

Passage for Study: Mark 4:26-29

selves feel, it is much more likely 
that the Holy Spirit can work through 
us to open them up to the greatest 
need of all men—a personal rela
tionship to Christ as Saviour and 
Lord.

Through Teaching
Mark not only said that Jesus 

taught his disciples, but also that he 
did this thoroughly (many things, 
v. 34). One secret of success in 
missions lies in how effective the 
missionary can prepare the local 
people for leadership by teaching 
them and training them—especially 
to be sowers (2 Tim. 2:2). He is 
doing his job best when he gradually 
moves into the background, letting 
the others take the public positions 
and pouring himself into them. But 
he must never cease being part of the 
group who sow. Or, to use another 
figure, he must be like the player
coach who trains and leads by par
ticipating in the action.

When the missionaries dominate 
the evangelistic outreach, its extent 
is dependent on them and their own 
personal resources; and, therefore, 
limited. The human base must be 
widened to include all of God’s 
family, with the entire people of God 
reaching out with the gospel. But 
though the missionary must not dom- 
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mate the evangelistic activity of the 
mission churches, he must never 
make the mistake of withdrawing 
from taking part in it He is, first, 
last, and always, an evangelist—re
gardless of what his professional 
activity is. He must be a sower of 
the word even if he is placed in an 
administrative position. If the local 
people ever see him stop sowing and 

; harvesting, they will beginjo lose 
| heart and conviction. Theywili fol

low what he does, rather than what 
he says. They know intuitively that 
if it is important to plant and reap 
at any time, it is important to do so 
at all times, regardless of the out
ward circumstances or one’s own 
personal situation (2 Tim. 4:2, 5).

Sowtag Widely
The parable of the soils suggests 

many lessons for missions. While 
not the main point of the parable, 
the importance of sowing widely in 
all types of soil is stressed. In fact, 
Christians often do not know what 
type of soil they are dealing with. 
The response cannot be predicted. 
For this reason, Christians must see 
to it that each tribe or nation has 
the opportunity to hear the gospel 
of Christ. They may accept the 
word with joy and respond whole
heartedly. But whether they do or 
not, they have the right to hear and 
know. Christians not only cannot 
predict the response, they also cannot 
produce the response. Nor are they 
accountable for the response. They 
are responsible for sowing.

Anticipating Harvest
It is obvious in these parables 

about sowing that the farmer was 
anticipating that there would be a 
harvest. He fulfilled all the func
tions that he kfiew would eventually 
lead to a good harvest. In missions 
work anywhere this same purpose
fulness must characterize those who 
sow the seed of the word. Ways 
must be sought to make the sowing 
more effective. Carelessness and lack 
of thoughtful planning cannot be ex
cused in the name of the Holy Spirit 

He expects man to do the very beat 
job he can—to offer the beat in plan 
and method. Earnest prayer must 
undergird the entire process. This 
mystery is still just that—how faith
ful prayer is used by God to bring 
the harvest. No one understands 
this, but missionaries around the 
world have experienced it That is 
why they constantly urge stateside 
Christians to pray for the people 
they work with. They know that the 
outcome depends in large measure 
on the faithfulness of God’s people 
in prayer. If the time ever came 
when they had to choose between 
offerings and prayers, they would 
unhesitatingly ask for prayers.

Potential in the Soil
The parable of the growing seed 

(Mark 4:26ff.) makes it clear that 
man does not determine the harvest. 
First of all, the potential is in the 
soil itself. There are times when 
even the most faithful sowing and 
cultivation do not produce harvest. 
The people are just not ready to 
respond. Ultimately, it is God who 
“gives the increase.” Man can plant 
and water, but it is God who causes 
the seed to take root (v. 6). This is 
wity it is so important to learn to 
depend on God as Holy Spirit and 
sow in hope. There was a time when 
some of us in the Philippines were 
unmindful of this. We labored as 
though we thought we could bring in 
the kingdom. Even so, fruit came, 
for the people were wonderfully open 
to the gospel. Far too often, however, 
we had inklings of a much greater 
possible response. And often we saw 
the fruit rot on the vine. Through a 
series of events, the Lord was able 
to show us how self-dependent we 
had become. These experiences broke 
our hearts and threw us upon the 
Lord. We really began to pray then, 
calling on God to work in his own 
way. It is impossible to describe 
adequately the marvelous way in 
which God as Holy Spirit began to 
cause fruit to develop. We con
stantly rejoiced over what we saw 
the Lord doing.

One dear tatam to be draw* 
from the penbiee about lowing b 
that reaping must be done whan ths 
harvest is ripe. This may seem too 
obvious to consider. ^Yet it is on 
of the most important principles of 
modern thought about missions. The 
parables make it plain that the re
sponse is going to be uneven. Since 
this is true, forces must be deployed 
in such fashion as to do the best job 
of harvesting the crop. This means 
that mobility must characterize mis
sionaries today. They will constantly 
be broadening the range of the sow
ing, always probing to find opening, 
joyfully moving into an area when 
the harvest presents itself.

Plainly such a concept as this also 
demands concentration of missionary 
force in areas of magnificent re
sponse. It will not do to locate mis
sionaries in equal proportion across 
the earth. Certain countries today 
offer a far greater response to the 
gospel than do others. This should 
be the signal to concentrate sending 
upon such responsive peoples. In all 
likelihood, this would cause even 
greater turning to Christ. The mani
fest power of God as Holy Spirit in 
such times of harvest tends to open 
up still others to the gospel. Occa
sionally in missions history, as great 
masses have begun a sweeping move
ment to Christ, concern for quality 
has caused some missionaries to want 
to slow things down in order to be 
sure that the people’s response is 
genuine and their understanding ade
quate. This is an important concern, 
but it must never put the brakes on 
response. The Holy Spirit must be 
trusted to work out the perfecting of 
these new disciples. All kinds of nur
turing of these converts must be 
planned; but this aspect of the work 
can be done through training na
tionals, just as can the sowing. Dis- 
cipling and perfecting must go on 
simultaneously.

Dedication to the Task
It is clear in these parables that 

the sower broadcast his seed upon 
all the land. This brings us to a 

heartbreaking reality ta our time— 
the continuing tragedy of unsown 
lands. Missionaries continually face 
this heartbreak, even in parts of this 
country. In 1959, while the new 
seminary building was being con
structed in Baguio, I had the joy of 
sharing in Bible study with more 
than two dozen construction workers. 
Many of them became followers of 
Christ Shortly after the conversion 
of a man named Pedro Villena, he 
disappeared for three weeks. We 
worried about him, but one day he 
showed up with a big grin on his 
face. He explained that the day after 
his open commitment to Christ he 
had gotten to thinking of his family 
and home village. He knew that 
they had never heard this wonderful 
good news. So he filled his satchel 
with tracts and spent three weeks 
going from thatched house to house 
telling his friends about what had 
happened to him. They insisted that 
he get the missionary to come visit 
them, so he told them I would be 
there on May 19.

On the afternoon of May 19, 
Pedro and I drove to his village, 
away back in the boondocks up 
against the mountains. When we 
arrived, it was pitch black. As we 
threaded our way through the village 
and came to the open space at the 
center, my headlights swept over 
the whole area. There, seated on the 
ground, was assembled nearly the 
entire village. Pedro read the parable 
of the prodigal son and I used it to 
tell them of the Father’s love for 
them. At the invitation, nearly a 
hundred people stepped out of the 
darkness into the light of the Cole
man lantern to sign their names, indi
cating their desire to follow Christ. 
We returned a month later and did 
the same thing. Seventy more added 
their names to the list. When we 
got ready to leave, they asked when 
we would come again. I explained 
that my family and I had to go on 
furlough. They looked horrified 
when I explained that this meant a 
year. Then one of them brightened 
and said, “Sir, if you can’t be here

MUTING RAN
CM to Prayer
Group planning led by loader
Preview of Baptist Women meeting plans for January (see Forecaster, p. 56)
Announcement of Baptist Women projects and plans
Study session (see p. 53)
Information and discussion of mission action projects
Prayer for mission action and other causes In the community

PLANNING
IF ARNING

1. Uniirat-itag the Ahn
At the end of the study, members 

should be able to relate the parable 
of the seed growing secretly to the 
progress of Christian missions.

X Learning Mathod
Introduce the study of the parable 

by asking each member to jot down 
all the meanings she finds in verses 
26-29.

Lead group members to compile 
a list of the concepts or meanings 
taught in the parable. List these on 
chalkboard or large sheets of white 
paper. Ask women to be prepared 
to summarize the concepts Dr. Hicks 
emphasizes (each subhead in the 
study material represents a concept 
so that these might be added to the 
list).

Ask women to form two-member 
work groups. Assign each pair of 
members one of the short articles 
found on pages 6-19 of this issue of 
Royal Service. Using their own 
copies of the magazine, ask them 
first to review the article. Ask them 
to find as many of the principles of 
growth enumerated by the group as 
possible in the article. Call for re
ports.

3. Using Learning Aids
Some simple device is needed to 

record responses of the group while 
enumerating the teachings of the 

then will you send us another mis
sionary of our own?” As I think of 
several million Southern Baptist young 
people and young adults who are in 

parable. Leaden of groups meettag 
in the educational apace of the 
church may use the chalkboard. 
Leaden of groups meeting in homes 
may use a felt-tipped pen on poster 
board or a sheet of newsprint taped 
to a solid surface with masking tape.

4. Evaluating the Study
Read the following description of 

a mission situation to the group. Ask 
members to relate the parable under 
discussion to the mission situation.

A piece of land was given to the 
Mission of Zambia by an African 
chief in an area where several Bap
tist churches have been started re
cently. The Mission has requested 
the Foreign Mission Board to seek 
agricultural workers to help develop 
the land. In addition, a young 
woman who can develop a program 
of church welfare work, a music 
specialist who can stimulate the use 
of indigenous hymns, and a dentist 
to conduct mobile clinics in rural 
villages are also needed.

5. Planning for Follow-Through
The secret of life and growth ex

pressed in this parable has strong 
implications for mission support.- The 
potential for growth exists in the soil. 
The process of growth is the special 
providence of God. Lead the group 
to realize that the greatest partici
pation they can have in wqrld mis
sions is at the point of prayer that 
God will work in his own way. 
Using a prepared list of prayer re
quests based on the feature articles 
in this magazine, close with a season 
of prayer.

good health, 1 wish each of them 
would face that question for himself. 
For these people without the gospel, 
the urgency is overwhelming.
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(6)

( fl IHl MEI

(4)

(5)

use.

The Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions, November 
29-December 6, and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
are the most important happenings in Baptist Women 
organizations this month. Here are some of your respon
sibilities in regard to the week of prayer.

1. Assist the mission support chairman in planning a 
five-day observance and in making plans for the promo
tion of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

2. Lead the officers council in scheduling the week 
of prayer periods. Is there a need for early morning 
prayer breakfasts, morning, noon, afternoon, and eve
ning meetings? Make the week of prayer observances 
available (time-wise) to every member.

See that all week of prayer materials are ready for 
The following are available according to state plan-
(1)
(2)
(3)

poster announcements
program covers (25 for 600, 100 for $2.00’) 
prayer folder, for individual use, which can be 
used as an invitation
family prayer guide
plastic record of hymn. Scriptures, and supple
mentary materials
offering envelopes

Encourage Baptist Women members to participate 
in all congregational observances of the week of prayer 
and plans for reaching the church goal for the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering (the conventionwide goal is 
$16,000,000).

5. See Dimension for suggestions of how to correlate 
Baptist Women plans with churchwide plans.

Leader Training
The first quarter of the 1970-71 WMU year will have 

passed by January 1, Does each member of the officers 
council hold New Church Study Course credit for read
ing or studying the Baptist Woman Leader Manual 
(750’)?

The Baptist Women Officer Plan Book ($1.25*) has 
space for recording credits received for studying the 
Leader Manual, Understanding Adults ($1.252), and 

Guiding Adults ($1.252), also for reading the following 
sections of the current WMU Year Book (400*): WMU in 
a Church and Baptist Women.

Encourage every Baptist Women officer to use the 
Baptist Women Officer Plan Book ($1.25’). It will be 
an incentive to do careful planning. The Plan Book con
tains these very helpful pages: Directory, Dates and Meet
ings, Member Roll and Information Sheet, Prospective 
Member List, Attendance Record Officers Council Meet
ings, Plan Sheets for Officers Council Meetings, Plan 
Sheet for WMU Focus Week (February 14-20), Plan 
Sheet for Enlistment, Leader Training Information, Plan 
Sheets for General Meetings, Plan Sheets for Study 
Projects, Plan Sheets for Support (Praying and Giving) 
Projects, Plan Sheets for Mission Study Group, Plan 
Sheets for Mission Prayer Group, Plan Sheets for Mission 
Action Group.

WMU Council, Baptist Women Council
Duties of the WMU council and of the Baptist Women 

council are given in the Baptist Women Leader Manual 
(750’), pages 115-117. If there is only one Baptist 
Women organization in your church, you are a member 
of the WMU council. If there is more than one Baptist 
Women organization, you are a member of the Baptist 
Women council instead of the WMU council.

You will want to study the duties of the council on 
which you serve. It is most important that you accept 
your responsibility for one or the other of these councils. 
The planning, coordinating, and evaluating done by these 
groups significantly influences the kind of Baptist Women 
work done in a church.

Are you satisfied with the kind of involvement Baptist 
Women members are experiencing in the study and 
activity opportunities which your organization offers?

You may want to evaluate the effectiveness of your 
planning and promotion if there are still those who are 
not participating. *

1. Are the activitiea publicized with come-oo freeh- 
ness?

2. Do you assume too much? Every member may not 
read her mail or see the church bulletin. A direct 
contact is often necessary to get the message out.

3. Do you plan carefully for each activity? Making 
it a meaningful study, mission action, praying or 
giving experience?

4. Are you time conscious? Women are busy and have 
just so much time to allow for each activity.

5. Do you keep purposes and objectives in proper 
perspective as you plan and conduct Baptist Women 
activities?

6. Is your work motivated by love for Christ, organi
zational loyalty, or self-seeking? Love for Christ 
causes the Christian woman to respond to worth
while activities.

Baptist Women chairmen experience satisfaction when 
they make plans and coordinate them in ways which 
cause women to respond enthusiastically.

Stedy Chairman

Mission Study Project
The suggested book for study during January-February 

1971 is The Diakonic Task by Walter Delamarter (7502). 
Some of the plans to be made will include:

Choosing the time and place
Selecting a teacher
Ordering the books (7502 each)
Ordering the Teaching Guide (350’ each)
Ordering the Home Mission Board resource booklet, 

Concepts in Christian Social Ministries (free8)
Publicizing the study
Arranging the room.
Some resources which may be used with this study are: 

Mission Action Group Guides ($1.00* each; see page 34, 
WMU Year Book 1970-71, 400'. for list of these twelve 
group guides); Mission Action Projects Guide for Baptist 
Women and Baptist Young Women ($1.00*).

Mission Study Groups
As you confer with mission study group leaders, re

mind them of the necessity for having an aim for each 
meeting. Each mission study group meeting should also 
be evaluated and plans made for future improvement. 
When study group leaders recognize the potential which 
mission study has for mission support and mission action 
they will work and pray with greater commitment.

Sharing Resources
One of the advantages of a close relationship between 

mission study chairman and study group leaders is the 
opportunity provided for sharing study resources. The 
wise study chairman will search the local library for cur
rent magazines and books she can suggest to her study 
leaders.

MMm AcBmCMmb

The Near Edge
The Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions, November 

29-December 6 points up each day the near edge of 
individual responsibility and opportunity in the world 
missions task. Read carefully the information on pages 
31-49 and decide with the mission support chairman how 
you will implement the suggestions for ministry and wit
ness in your community this month. What will you lead 
Baptist Women members to do about: “church dropouts,*' 
your city, poverty in areas of your community, college 
students, international students, racial groups?

Here are some possibilities for mission action projects 
during the month of December:

1. Collect blankets, quilts, and spreads to distribute 
to families who do not have warm bedding.

2. Prepare a food basket. Include staple items such 
as meat, potatoes, rice, milk, margarine, flour, 
meal, cooking oil; include some extras such as 
marshmallows, hot chocolate mix, candy, and fruit.

3. Plan an evening’s program for internationals to 
interpret and examine the meaning of Christmas.

Geography of Mission Action
Mission action projects are usually conducted in the 

area near the church, although some projects may extend 
well beyond the local community. There are no rigid 
geographical boundaries to mission action. Wherever 
there is a need of which members are aware and they 
have the resources for meeting the need, it becomes a 
challenge to them.

Christmas time is a sharing time. Sharing with the 
economically disadvantaged during this season offers an 
excellent opportunity for ministry and witness in Christ’s 
name.

Mission Support Chairman

Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions
Was the week of November 29-December 6 an out

standing missions week in your church? Did your church 
meet its goal for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering? 
There are many questions you will ask as you lead the 
officers council in evaluating the observance of the Week 
of Prayer for Foreign Missions and the promotion of the 

offering.
Was the material in Royal Service adequate in helping 

Baptist Women members pray for overseas missions? 
Your evaluation of the resources provided for the observ
ance would be helpful in planning materials for future 
weeks of prayer. Send evaluations to: Editor, Baptist 
Women Materials. Woman’s Missionary Union, 600 
North Twentieth Street, Birmingham, Alabama 35203. 
Did you find the announcement posters helpful? the 
program covers? Were you able to use the suggestions 
given in November Forecaster for interest centers? How 
did you visually show progress toward the attainment of 
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the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering goal in your church? 
What suggestions do you have for improving the materials 
for the weeks of prayer?

Using Prayer Group Resources
As mission support chairman you have the responsi

bility of assisting prayer group leaders with their work. 
One way to help them is by encouraging them to use the 
Prayer Group Guide (S1.001). The guide suggests ways 
of varying the prayer group meetings and provides re
sources for carrying on the ^jgturk of the group. Take 
time to study the Prayer Group Guide (S1.001) and dis
cuss it with prayer group leaders.

No doubt you have reminded these leaders of their 
responsibility for using the calendar of prayer at group 
meetings and of helping members form the habit of using 
it in their homes each day.

The Family Missions Guide ($1.00’) is another help
ful resource for all Baptist Women members. It suggests 
mission prayer, mission study, and mission action projects 
for the family.

GttOL P LEADENS
Preview General Organization Plans for January

The study topic for January is Indian-Americans, 
Search for a Continuing Culture. This is a very timely 
subject and one in which all Baptist Women members 
should be greatly interested.

Ask someone to make an Indian headband with a 
feather in it, beat on a drum, and give the following 
information:

Don’t miss Indian study at 
Next Baptist Women meeting 
(Give date and place)
You will be much wiser when
you learn about five centers of Indian- 
American population in our country— 
You will also learn about Home Mission 
Board ministry in each of these 
places and how my people are learning 
about the Jesus way ....

Related Activities of Missions Groups
One way to keep group meetings vital and interesting 

is to keep members involved in making group plans and 
carrying out the plans which they help make. Pages 110- 
112 in the Baptist Women Leader Manual (7501) give 
planning charts which list the primary and related activi
ties for which members are responsible. Be sure to lead 
members in planning for the use of the calendar of 
prayer, mission action projects, enlistment activities, and 
other phases of the work which require careful planning.

Current missions groups will be studying Middle East 
tensions this month. This study will include the impact 
which history has had on Christian missions. You will 
want to watch carefully the accounts of happenings in 
this area of the world. At the present time newspapers, 
TV, and current magazines are filled with the Arab- 
Israeli situation. What is the effect of this conflict on 
Baptist work in the Middle East?

This is a very appropriate subject for December. Plan 
carefully for this study session. You may want to con
sider using the article, “Baptist Center, Petah Tiqva, 
Israel," page 8, as a supplement to the study material, 
pages 50-52.

Bible study groups will be considering the missionary 
implications or meanings of the parable in Mark 4:26-29 
during the month of December.

Round Table groups may want to focus their study 
during this month on one of the books related to the 
Middle East ferment. These are:

Time Bomb in the Middle East, Yehoshafat Harkabi, 
Elizabeth Monroe, Fayez A. Sayegh, John CoVentry 
Smith, paper $1.35*

Israel on the Seventh Day, Ruth Gruber, $6.50*
A Beggar in Jerusalem, Elie Wiesel, $5.95*
A Short History of the Middle East, George E. Kirk, 

$3.50*
The Arab Awakening, George Antonius, $2.99*
The Evasive Peace, John H. Davis, $7.00*
Israel, Miracle in the Desert, Terence Prittie, $1.45*

Mission Action Group Leader

Evaluating Mission Action Group Meetings
You may want to use the following evaluation of your 

mission action group meeting. This one was used by 
Ruby Jones, Baptist Women director of Georgia.

Yes Partly No 
Adequate preparation made prior

to the meeting ____ ________ ___
Good physical arrangements pro

vided ____ ________ ___
Members became comfortable

with each other through intro
duction and other means. ___  ________ ___

A clear statement of the purpose
and goal of the “action” was
offered ____ ________ ___

Members were helped to express
themselves during discussion
and in making plans ____ ________ ___

Discussion was kept focused on
the “action” under considera
tion ____ ________ ___

Summaries of group thinking 
were given so group had a 
feeling of progress being made __w _____ ___

DtaMtoo by a» rw tea
to aa «d«qu«« mbcMob ____ ________ ____

Agenda included related acthritiw ____ ________ ____
Planning for the next meeting

was encouraged ------ ------------ ------
Pach group member (including

leader) was of equal status ____ _______  ____

Prayer Group Leader
The following agenda for a mission prayer group meet

ing was used by Mrs. Douglas Hills, Baptist Women 
director in South Carolina. You may want to consider 
using it with your group.

Agenda for Mteafou Prayer Group Meeting

Date----------------------------------------
Item

Create atmosphere of prayer
Greet and welcome members

and visitors
Focus attention on prayer* •• 
Use Call to Prayer*** 
Describe prayer method(s) to 

be used after presentation 
of prayer needs and make 
assignments

Study and discuss missions 
information to increase 
knowledge of prayer needs

Interpret prayer requests 
from mission study and 
mission action groups

Report prayer requests re
lated to personal, church, 
and/or community needs

Engage in intercessory prayer
Encourage intercessory 

prayer between group 
meetings

Preview general meeting 
study topic for coming 
month

Plan, report on, and/or en
list participation in mis
sion action project

Announce forthcoming
WMU plans and projects 

Present plans for contacting 
absentees and prospects

Conclude the meeting

Time* Assignment
Before meeting
1 minute

5 minutes
10 minutes
2 minutes

10 minutes

2 minutes

2 miniltes

15 minutes
2 minutes

2 minutes

5 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes

60 minutes

•Approximate time allocations
••The group leader may choose to do this all the time because of 
information she has through participation in the Baptist Women 
officers council.
•••Scripture portions may be used. The selection does not have 
to be the one listed in Call to Prayer.

OEFICEISS
COL.XCIL
Suaaated Afroda for Dacaaber

Plan
for study of the book, The Diakonic Task (75<»)
for mission action project
for enlistment of prospects

Coordinate
coordinate mission study and mission action projects 

with regular work of Baptist Women
coordinate missions group work with work of Baptist

Women organization
Evaluate

hear officers reports
hear summary report of missions group work
evaluate Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions and

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
evaluate October-December work of Baptist Women, 

using achievement guide

phomotioxal
U 17 I HE

Promotional Feature
Plan an enlistment game. Down the side of pieces of 

paper write the word Enlistment, one letter on top of 
the other as shown below. Ask each member to write 
a word or words beginning with the letters in the word 
enlistment which describe ways which can be used to 
enlist prospects. The following gives an idea of how 
someone’s paper may look:

Enthusiastic members
New church member efforts
Look for prospects
Interesting meetings
Social occasions
Trained leaders
Meaningful activities
Enlistment visitation
Notes to prospects
Transportation provided

Sources of Materials Listed in Forecaster.
'Available from Woman's Missionary Union. 600 North Twentieth 
Street. Birmingham. Alabama 35203, or Baptist Book Store.
^Available from Baptist Book Store only.
3 A vailable from Home Mission Board, 1350 Spring Street, N.W., 

Atlanta, Georgia 30309.
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1 TUESDAY Read Proverbs 2:1-9.
When a Southern Baptist missionary sta

tioned in Ghana made visits to Togo in 
1958, he found about six Baptist congre- 
etions. The plea of the church at Lomd 

resident missionaries in Togo was an
swered by the Foreign Mission Board in 
1964. A few years later, missionaries bap
tized the first converts to result from 
French-language Baptist work in Togo. In 
1969 a training program wos begun for 
young men desiring to become Baptist pas
tors.

Eley Cruz,' worker among Spanish, New 
York

Mrs. France* C. Davis, weekday ministries, 
Georgia

L. E. Johns, worker among Indians, Arizona 
Miguel A. Lopes, worker among Spanish, 

Puerto Rico
Mrs. Arthur A. Moore, worker among In

dians. Washington
Abides More, worker among Spanish, Texas 
Sidney Pistons, worker among Spanish, 

Texas
Cm Rodrigues, worker among Spanish, 

Texas
Marvin Southard, Baptist center, North 

Carolina
Mrs. Ted Trent, worker among Indians, 

Arizona
George Cos, preaching ministry, Japan 
Mrs. C. E. Hervey, home and church work. 

South Brazil
Mrs. C. R. Owens, home and church work, 

Kenya
Mrs. W. R. Rowland, home and church 

work, Yemen
Joo Snyder, social work, Kenya 
Marvin Fitts, furlough, Peru 
Mrs. M. G. Pruitt, furlough, Togo 
Howard Teel, furlough, Pakistan.

2 WEDNESDAY Read Proverbs 8:1-11.
Southern Baptist missionaries began work 

in Ecuador in 1950. The first Baptist 
churches, officially recognized as such in 
1954, were two small congregations who 
for many years had been independent but

Missionaries are listed on their birthdays. 
Addresses in DIRECTORY OF MISSION-

Mission Board, P. 0. Ros 097, Richmond, 
Virginie 22230, or in HOME MISSION 
BOARD PERSONNEL DIRECTORY, frae 

had held Baptist beliefs and used Baptist 
literature. At present, gratifying progress 
is being made in the development of on 
agricultural project.
Mrs. Joe L. Buckner, worker among deaf, 

Kentucky
Aurelio Gutierrez, worker among Spanish, 

Texas
Edger Ables, preaching ministry, Ecuador
Mrs. M. M. Alexander, home ond church 

work, Argentina
Mrs. C. B. Clark, home and church work, 

Venezuela
Mrs. W. L. Duvall, educational work, Ni

geria
Mrs. W. E. Matheny, home and church 

work, Peru
Donald Redmon, preaching ministry, Costa 

Rica
Gordon Reese, business administration, 

Chile
Roy Wyatt, educational work, Colombia.

3 THURSDAY Read Proverbs 8:32-36.
Located in the Atlantic Ocean, eost of 

the North Carolina coast, Bermuda is a 
British colony made up of 360 small 
islands. In early 1966, the Foreign Mission 
Board sent o couple to Bermuda to work 
with a Baptist church of American ser
vice people stationed there The church, 
located in Devonshire, has a membership 
which is interracial ond includes o large 
number of Bermudians who have accepted 
Christ in recent years A weekly television 
ministry is proving to be effective in reach
ing people.
Paul S. Cuevas, worker among Spanish, 

Texas
Marsha Ann Eichenberg, weekday minis

tries, Alabama
Leroy Albright, preaching ministry, Zambia 
Robert Harris, preaching ministry, Bermu

da
Lawton Jolly, preaching ministry, Costa 

Rica
Koy Maroney, home and church work, 

Ghana
Wayne Sorrells, preaching ministry, North 

Brazil.

4 FRIDAY Read Proverbs 16:1-9.
The work of Southern Baptist mission

aries in Okinawa is primarily with English- 
language congregations composed largely 
of US military ond civilian personnel. Mis
sionaries also give assistance to Japanese- 
language churches on the island. Congre

gations cooperate In the evangelistic ef
forts and outreach of the Okinawa Baptist 
Association. The first English-language 
church wos organized in 1959, and the 
first Southern Baptist missionaries were 
transferred from Japan to Okinawa In 
1960. Missionaries and notional pastors 
are projecting evangelistic efforts Into the 
Ryukyu outer islands. In 1969 a new 
Baptist assembly grounds was made ready 
for use near Naha, the capital city.

Pedro Lopez, worker among Spanish, Texas 
Thornes Jones, business administration, 

Kenya
Mrs. J. E. Schoeler, home and church 

work, Okinawa
Weldon Viartai, educational work, Bar

bados
Mrs. C. W. Applewhite, furlough, Indo

nesia
Mrs. W. D. Bender, educational work, Ni

geria
Erling Valerius, furlough. Equatorial Brazil 
Lydia Earl Groena, retired, China, Hawaii, 

Malaysia.

5 SATURDAY Read James 3:13-18.
In 1963 some Americans, sent to Lux

embourg on business, organized "English- 
longuage worship services ond a Sunday 
School. The following year a Southern Bap
tist missionary couple joined them. As the 
American community in Luxembourg di
minished and that in Belgium increased, 
the missionaries devoted more ond more 
of their time to Belgium. The latter part 
of 1967, they moved to that country to 
work with an English-language congrega
tion ond to increase their participation in 
the life of the Belgian Baptist churches 
An English-language Baptist church has 
been formed in Costeau, ond another Is 
developing in Brussels.
Mrs. Julio Aidape, worker among Spanish, 

Texas
Beverly J. Hemmack, Christian social min

istries, Florida
Manuel Ries, worker among Spanish, Texas 
H. Deyne Robertson, pastoral missionary, 

New Mexico
Mrs. L. E. Sounders, worker among Span

ish, New Mexico
Burien Singleton, Baptist center, Tennessee 
Mrs. M. J. Bradshaw, home and church 

work, Japan
Mrs. E. E. Hastey, home and church work, 

Mexico
Harvey Newland, preaching ministry, Peru 

•iMga Puwie*. Engllsh-teriOURfP work, BM- 
ChSuawileo, fl»W rapre*antative, Carlb- 

jjSTliitoHoad, educational work, Tol- 

wJaqt White, educational work, Hong
Kona

HaHak WHIto, furlough, Thailand.

g SUNDAY Reed Geaeete 22:1-12.
The westernmost land of Africa, Senegal, 

It an Independent republic within the 
French community. After language study In 
France, Southam Baptist missionaries ar
rived In Dakar in September 1969 to add 
their witness for Christ In this vast and

Humberto Cruz, worker among Spanish,
Florida

Mrs. Juan Macle*, worker among Spanish,
Michigan

Mn. James E. Mermen, metropolitan mis
sions, Illinois

Samuel G. Simpson, pioneer missions. New 
York

Mrs. R. V. Co koto, home and church 
work, Japan

Bobby Compton, educational work, Colom
bia

Mn. R. F. Rkketsee, educational work,
Philippines

Mn. F. I. Runyen, home and church work, 
Dovwl&wll, radto-TV ministry, Chile

Corel Leigh Humphries, furlough, Nigeria.

7 MONDAY Read Genesis 35:1-12.
In Ruschlikon, Switzerland, near Zurich, 

is the Baptist Center, designed to serve 
Baptist life in all of Europe. An interna
tional Baptist theological seminary, 
founded ond supported by the Foreign 
Mission Board, opened in 1949. The board 
of trustees includes representatives of 
Baptists in several European countries. In 
addition to the seminary, the Baptist Cen
ter ot Ruschlikon includes international 
conferences, a radio-recording studio, and 
the press service of the European Baptist 
Federation.
Mrs. Eley Cruz, worker among Spanish, 

New York
Mn. Teny Jejole, worker among Indians, 

New Mexico
Mrs. W. L. Lanier, Baptist center, Georgia 
Mn. Billy Weds, weekday ministries, Wash

ington
Mn. R. W. Fields, home and church work, 

Israel
Rue Scott, preaching ministry, Malawi 
Keith Shelton, preaching ministry, Peru 
Mn. T. E. Sommerkamp, home and church 

work, Switzerland
Mn. W. E. Sorrells, home ond church work, 

North Brazil
Mn. $. D. Sprinkle, home ond church 

work, Costa Rica
Wilson Donohoe, furlough, Colombia 
Paul Rogozin, retired, Californio.

• TUESDAY Read Deuteronomy 4:32-
40.
Baptists and other evangelicals in Spain 

faced serious denials of religious freedom 
through the years, but in 1966 o new con
stitution guaranteed religious liberty. The 
laws implementing the constitutional guar
antee of freedom leave much to be desired. 
Still, this is a time of unprecedented op
portunity for evangelism ond church de- 

veiopmont. Southern Baptist missionaries 
work within the framework of the Spanish 
Baptist Union. In 1970, Spanish Baptists 
are celebrating their centennial, with spe
cial emphasis on evangelism.

Mary Angela RaMeow, US-2, Georgia 
Euelee Evelyn Themes, US-2, Rhode Island

land
Mrs. C. W. Whitten, home ond church 

work, Spain
Mrs. 0. W. Brady, furlough. Guyana.

9 WEDNESDAY Read 1 Kings 18:20-39.
Invitations from the German Baptist 

Union and some English-language Baptist 
congregations in Germany led the Foreign 
Mission Board to send personnel In 1961. 
Our missionaries work among English- 
speaking people and serve as the Board's 
fraternal representatives to German Bap
tists, who have over 550 churches (East 
ond West) with about 94,000 members.
Mn. WINIem J. Austin, rural-urban mis

sions, Colorado
Jack Duke, mountain missionary, Colorado 
L Ray McKinney, superintendent of mis

sions, New Mexico
Mn. Theo Potnaik, worker among interna

tionals, California
Donald Rhymes, Christian social ministries, 

Georgia
Mn. J. R. Stegsdill, worker among Indians, 

Oklahoma
Mn. Saletlal Vera, worker among Spanish, 

Texas
Mn. J. G. Conley, home and church work, 

Kenya
Robert Fricke, educational work, Mexico 
James Teel, press relations, Argentina 
R. W. Terry, English-language work, Ger

many
Mn. J. W. Trimble, home and church 

work, Lebanon
Mn. J. E. Troop, home and church work. 

North Brazil
Jernes Wilson, preaching ministry. Equa

torial Brazil
Mn. R. $. Burney, furlough, Nigeria
Mn. B. R. Frazier, furlough. South Brazil 
Mn. R. J. Hell, furlough, Nigeria 
Mn. A. C. Muller, retired, Mexico

10 THURSDAY Read Isaiah 53
In 1850 Southern Baptists mode Nigeria 

their second foreign missions field. The 
Nigerian Baptist Convention was organized 
in 1914 In 1960 the Convention appointed 
its first foreign missionaries, two couples 
to Sierra Leone. In 1969 the Woman s Mis
sionary Union of Nigeria celebrated the 
fiftieth anniversary of its organization. 
Baptists hove been engaged in o ministry 
of relief occasioned by civil wor In the 
country.
Meek Diez, worker among Spanish Texas 
Moxie S. Garden, worker among National

Baptists, South Carolina
Mr*. Gary K. Holbrook, pastoral mission

ary, Illinois
Ck.H.. WU...I US-2. N.»

Hampshire , - ..
Jeeopb Herrington, educational work, South

Brazil

w^irum ruviiming nouse, ci rO*o, lexal
Sandra Helmut, secretarial work, Colom

bia
Kenneth Hubbard, preaching ministry,

Konya
Mr*. P. H. MMor, home and churth work, 

Nigeria

Mr*. Antonie Martinez, retired, Virginia

11 FRIDAY Read Matthew 3:13-17.
Southern Baptist* entered the country 

of Jordon in 1952 when an Independent 
British doctor, who faced retirement, turned 
over his hospital to the Foreign Mission 
Board. A combination of educational, medi
cal, and evangelistic work I* carried on. 
Recent tensions in the Middle East have 
placed difficulty on missionaries assigned 
to Jordon.

James E. Fernet, superintendent of mis
sions, California

Mr*. Edward Genzeles, worker among Span
ish, Texas

Samuel David Herbeeen, weekday minis
tries, Alabama

Mr*. D. M. Carroll, home and church work, 
Jamaica

William Dunn, radlo-TV ministry, Lebanon 
Mr*. R. M. Headrick, home and church 

work, Argentina
William Ichter, music ministry, South Bra

zil
Benjamin Lawton, educational work, Italy 
August Levetren, doctor. Jordon
Hugo Parkman, business administration, 

Philippines
Mr*. J. P. Smyth, home ond churcl, work, 

North Brazil
Stockwell Sean, furlough, Singapore
Fanny Sterns, furlough, Thailand 
S. M. Taylor, retired, Arizona 
Mexcy White, retired, Brazil.

12 SATURDAY Read John 12:20-32.
Though numerous missionary societies 

from the United States and Great Britain 
have been supporting workers in Peru for 
generations, Southern Baptist missionaries 
did not go there until 1950. The Peruvian 
Evangelical Baptist Convention wo* or
ganized in 1966. The Peruvian government 
is now developing a "forest" or "mar
ginal" highway in the interior of the coun
try. A committee of missionaries has 
surveyed the route ond is acquiring stra
tegic properties for future missions expan
sion.
Mr*. Genu* Crenshaw, worker among In

dians, Florida
Jay Donnelley, superintendent of missions, 

Michigan
Mn. C. L. Hanshew, Jr., rural-urban mis

sions, South Carolina
Richard Re* Lindsay, superintendent of 

missions, Nebraska
James L. Mellette, worker among interna

tionals, California
Dienitie Ortiz, worker among Spanish, 

Texas , . ,
Mn. Eugene Welle, worker among Spanish, 

California
Gene Lege, educational work, Nigeria
Mn. H. K. Middleton, educational work,

Chile , . .
Mn. G. M. Swicegood, home and church 

work. North Brazil
Theme* Watson, furlough, Peru
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Vona AguBhwd, retired, Louisiana 
Meg. F. C. Rowtend, ratlrad, Texas.

nlzed In 1947. San Joee to the home of a ttet mtoNonartee arrived In Vgrwuaia. The 
first-class language school for evangelical Venezuelan Baptist Convention wag or- 
Christtan workers. The Baptists of Cotta ganized In 1951. Baptist churches hero

11 WH0AY Mad Isaiah
The island of Taiwon, sometimes called 

Formosa, is about 100 miles off the south
east coast of China. It became the seat 
of operations of the Nationalist govern
ment of the Republic of China when the 
mainland was overrun by communism. 
Even in the midst of political and military 
crises, Taiwan has been very responsive 

, to the gospel. Baptists In Taiwan are giv
ing increasing emphasis to student work 

‘ and radio-television evangelism. In 1969 
they launched a series of weekly psdflFbms 
over a new Chinese television station in 
Taipei.

Rico have been greatly Hesiod by the and in Colombia formerly constitutsd a 

unity should contribute toward advance noted in Southern Baptist work in Vene^ 
in the 70's. zuela would be accelerated if the mtotion-

Reul Gousules, worker among Spanish,
Florida ___ Mn. Pedro ArremMde, worker among

LuVoru A. Inxor, pioneer missions, Nevada Spanlih Texas
*; rnlM‘onor>' Thames l^ea. worker among Spontoh, Now

(National Baptists), Louisiana Mexico
Lada Manaa. work*. among SponUh, Mn. Haa Otel*. wofkar among Spanish 

Texas Texas
’• AMH 1. Mn. w«k.r among Span-

Washington jj^ Georgia
Mia Caapa., pmachlng mlntatry. Cana CaMsaHaa Ma Cla.ial. (petal week, Spath 

R,c° Brazil

Kenneth Hoover, worker among Spanish, 
Texas

Herbert Barker, radio-TV ministry, Tai
wan

Mrs. J. B. Brasington, home and church 
work, Spanish South America

Beanie Mae Moore, religious education, Ni
geria

Dea Roberts, religious education, Gaza
WMIem Wester, preaching ministry, 

Malawi
Anae WeHermen, preaching ministry.

**•"*•■ Fleurooy, preaching ministry, lugeoe Klrnler, preaching ministry, Vene-
South Brazil zuela

Mrs. T. L. Lewis, home and church work, Moore, business administration
Equatorial Brazil Ghana

Um MitchoN, business administration. In- Mn. J. L. Rebtasoo, home and church 
oonesia work Equatorial Brazil

Gene FfclJWpe, preaching ministry, Rhodesia MexiiU VesguM, retired, Florida
Mrs. J. G. $tonM, home and church work, Mn. F. A. Morgen, retired, Brazil.

Uganda
Lewis Smith, furlough, Hong Kong.

IF SATURDAY Read Malachi 3:1-5.
16 WEDNESDAY Read Micah 4:1-7. . 50mpr?,< T*?'1* ’T™

Southern Baptists opened work In hundred .stands (about thirty Inhabited) in
South Brazil

Mrs. G. W. Pinkston, furlough, Indonesia.

14 MONDAY Reod Isaiah 11:1-10.
Southern Baptist missionaries who came 

to Rhodesia in 1950 have worked almost 
entirely with African people. They entered 
the newly formed Sonyati Reserve with a 
program of church development and 
schools. The Baptist Convention of Central 
Africa was organized in 1963. During 
1969 progress was made toward the con
struction of a new word at the Sanyati 
hospital. Plans are under way for produc
ing audio-visuals, using Africans as char
acters.

IMdaTlM2 Vh o .^at>7l. dtata Ftatkta and
In th. capital city pl Kampala thorn ha. nor,h °< Cuba. Soutfom Soph.t mtatan. 
bwn an oncnorapmg t.tponm ta wack In »"“• wh° '»5I. ar. lecatad on
a.ml ..ongohttc cantor.. Th. BM. Wafa «bnd(. Th. mlutono.ta. or.
school ot Mbol. groduoM It. first stu- c«»wMv.ly with th.
ttents in the fall of IMP. They complatad a.l'tlng Baptist organisation*, churches, 
a course of 24 teeeks extending oxer a ,0
two-year period strengthen Baptist witness in the Bahamas.

Daniel Etoem, Christian social ministries, Jemei Beck, Baptist center, Georgia
Texas Edd L. Brown, superintendent of missions,

A. G. Hemrick, worker among Indians, California
New Mexico Mn. R. R. Martinez, worker among Span-

Mr». C. G. Carlin, dormitory parent, Ghana '*h, Texas
Mrs. A. R. Haylock, home and church Heyward Adami, preaching ministry, Ni- 

work, Dominican Republic geria
William Smith, preaching ministry. South Dellos Bateman, religious education, Kenya

Mrs. Jorge Cordova, worker among Span
ish, Texas

Mrs. Herald Cunningham, pioneer mis
sions, West Virginia

Mrs. Adem Espurvoe, worker among Span
ish, Texas

Mrs. S. L. Faulksnberry, Baptist center, 
Virginia

Mrs. Rey J. Ferguson, pioneer missions, 
Idaho

Joy Allen, home and church work, Guyana
Joel T. Land, military personnel, New Jer

sey
Mrs. J. P. Cole, educational work, Liberia
Mrs. W. H. Grey, home and church work, 

Mexico
Mrs. G. S. Lezuk, home and church work, 

Venezuela
Gerald McNeely, educational work, Spain
Mrs. F. W. Petterson, publication work, 

Spanish America
Thomas Stephens, preaching ministry, In

donesia
Rendell Thetford, English-language work, 

Guam
Roy Bell, furlough, Rhodesia.

Brgzil Bradley Brown, preaching ministry, Liberia
Mrs. G. W. Carroll, furlough, Uganda Mrs. B. E. Coder, home and church work,
Mrs. J. A. Tumblin, retired, Brazil. North Brazil

Edward Gordon, preaching ministry, Philip- 
"“d Mi“h k^sta*H.oatey, pmochlng mlntefsy, Ba-

Southern Baptist missionaries began homos
s!n! G"om iLj.’f'u ■>—"'» ■ (ducotlonol ««k, Domini-

English-language Baptist churches and their con Reoublic
mission, pragrom. Mamfly on. mi.slonory Ch.1U< , ,Q,k K
coop, bflion o m,n,s ry » Ck.rtm Shlstey, peaching ministry. An
struction workers on the island. Though aentina
'"■"Wlls'ls opportunity among th. p«.mo. furlough, Domlnlcon Republic
nent population is limited and missionary M ■ c n,„,iineeds ore few, there is on open door of re,ired' 8,01,1
witness here for teachers, under govern- 
ment contract, who or. <tedlcot«f Chris. 20 SUHOAY Read John 1:1-I4.
lons‘ Southern Baptists' first approach In the

Paul Elledge, superintendent of missions. Philippines was made to the Chinese
Kansas minority in 1948 by relocated China mis

Ruben V. Hemandex, worker among Span- sionaries Events in 1969 included a signifi-
ish, Texas cont conference on moss communications,

Mrs. H. V. Devto, home and church work, held in Manila and sponsored by Baptist
Brazil missionaries of seven Asian countries.

James Gibran, business administration. East , , _
Africa Julio Aldapo. worker among Spanish, Texas

Mrs. C. W. Oliver, home and church work, *’*’•' BoP,ist cen,er- New Mexico
Italy Gerow Carr, worker among Spanish,

15 THURSDAY Read Isaiah 61.
The first Southern Baptist missionaries 

to Costa Rica were sent by the Home Mis
sion Board. Work was transferred to the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1949. The Bap
tist Convention of Costa Rica was orgo-

Mrs. R. L Thetford, home and church —
work, Guam. D- Crabb, worker among Spanish, Texas

Mrs. Daniel Gomex, worker among Spanish, 
California

18 FRIDAY Read Jeremiah 33:14-21. Glynn Breeden, doctor, Colombia
A self-supporting Baptist church was Mrs. Mangat Herrin, home and church 

already in existence when Southern Bap- work, Guyana

'•AM^tonol'wwt? ’■X

nJ^S. A. MaHaaV, Kama *4 chwmte 
Wttk,_S^ain i ■ ii rti In II’ mlntefrv In.

0*1*1®®®®* PTOQCning laiRswaa y, JO 
iSi Pbtag*. prooching ministry, ThuL 
ffffir- Thormen, prooching ministry, 

j. Vf^TrfenMe, prooching ministry, Lob-

I. Bugby. mtlmd. Brasil

11 MONDAY Reod Luke 1:26-38.
Baptist work in what is now Israel was 

begun in 1911 by o Syrian. Southern Bap
tists accepted responsibility for Palestine 
In 1921, and during most of the time 
ilnce 1923 missionaries hove been there. 
Beginning in Naxareth, Baptist work spread 
to Jerusalem and other towns and villages. 
Israel has the largest number of Southern 
Baptist missionaries of any country In 
Europe and the Middle East. They and also 
.. . '_ i. Ir, IomaIIa pum4

expected in the future.

Mrs. Deris L. Becker, worker among Span
ish, Texas

Mrs. Jernes L Gebhart, worker among 
Spanish, Texas

Bene Wltora, weekday ministries, Alabama
Mrs. T. I. Bryant, home and church work. 

South Brazil
Mn. J. L. Barwham, home and church 

work, Israel
Chester CodweHedor, educational work, 

Guatemala
Anne Cowen, educational work, Jordan
Leto Hert, nurse, Chile
Mrs. I. C. Hert, home and church work, 

Nigeria
France! Herten, religious education, Japan
Mrs. J. G. Morris, home and church work, 

Thailand
Loe Nichols, preaching ministry, Korea
Robert Parham, preaching ministry, Ni

geria
Mrs. J. C. Sendersow, home and church 

work, Trinidad
Mrs. J. I. Mahaffey, furlough, Thailand.

22 TUESDAY Read Luke 1:46-55.
The Baptist Spanish Publishing House 

is located In El Paso, Texas, on the very 
border of Latin America proper. It is the 
only Southern Baptist foreign missions In
stitution permanently located in the United 
States; yet its influence is felt in more 
countries than any other missions institu
tion In the world. Goods are shipped regu
larly and in quantity to more than forty 
countries where Spanish is spoken. There 
are exciting prospects for an accelerated 
program of literature distribution for the 
1970's.

Mervin Berry, worker among Spanish, Il
linois

Maxwell Johnsen, worker among National 
Baptists, Maryland

Bwrtt PaMer, pioneer missions, Pennsyl
vania

Herman V. Martines, worker among Span
ish, Texas

Mrs. Devid Torres, worker among Spanish, 
Florida

Hermon Woeton, superintendent of mis-

ttet Spontoh Publishing House, El Paso,

Ms*. J. V. Heine, home and church work, 
Korea

Hoary Ishwsiaoberg, preaching ministry, 
Spain

Boa Wetonokof, educational work, Colom
bia

Mn. MuMe Swofnom, retired. Louisiana 
Mn. R. L. Carlisle, retired, Uruguay 
Jahn Rlffey, retired, Brazil.

23 WBDNUDAY Reod Luke 1:68-79.
The first of our missionary representa

tives arrived in France in i960 to aid 
English-language churches among Ameri
can military families. The turn of political 
events In 1966 led to the withdrawal of 
American forces and, consequently, the 
closing of oil but one of the English- 
language churches. This church, in Paris, 
has about sixty members. At the request 
of the French Baptist Federation, Southern 
Baptist missionaries are continuing to serve 
In that country. They are helping French 
Baptists to acquire church property, to give 
radio broadcasts, and to extend their evan
gelistic outreach.

Mn. Frank Alense, worker among Spanish, 
Texas

WeMen I. Berwett, superintendent of mis
sions, New Mexico

Mn. Fraede Hereto, Boptist center, Ken-

Herold P. HM, language missions, Oregon 
Jernes Devid Fite, study leave, Georgia 
Berten P. Purvis, US-2, Florida
W. D. Sharp. pastoral missions, West Vir-

Deneld Longford, doctor, Hong Kong
Hol Loe, English-language work, France
WMIem Matheny, preaching ministry, Peru
Mn. R. N. Meeh, home and church work,

Philippines
Movie Pete, nurse, Gaza
Donald Turner, preaching ministry, North

Brazil
Mn. J. C. Willman, educational work, Le

banon
Mn. M. L. Garrett, furlough, Rhodesia
Mn. D. W. McNoall, furlough, Equatorial

Brazil.

24 THURSDAY Read Matthew 1:18-25.
The Foreign Mission Board entered Gaza 

to take over a hospital which hod been 
operated by the Church Missionary Society 
of England for about a hundred years, but 
which they could no longer maintain. 
There is no other evangelical witness in this 
overwhelmingly Muslim area. Since the 
summer of 1967 the hospital has been 
busier than ever. In 1969 the missionaries 
opened a literature and study center, pro
viding an added means of witness and ser
vice in Gaza.
Mrs. Joee Beltran, worker among Spanish, 

Texas , . .
Mergerite Iglesias, worker among Spanish, 

Texas , ...
Jee 0. Jehwe, worker among Spanish,

Texas -. . .
Mrs. Themes Lowe, worker among Chinese, 

California
Ctaademiro Meriettini, worker among

Portuguese* California
Mn. BtoMfd Nente. m

Lebanon
Rey Rogen, preaching ministry, Indonesia
Jerald Staler, furlough, Nigeria
Manual Oereie, retired, Texas.

28 FRIDAY Rood Luke 2:1-20.
The Foreign Mission Board assists the 

Italian Baptist Union through financial 
support and personnel. Recent reorganiza
tions have resulted In greater responsi
bility of Italian Baptists for their churches 
and institutions. New developments in Italy 
include a linguistic school In connection 
with the seminary, a course for kindergar
ten teachers In the training school, and 
weekly radio broadcasts.

Spanish, Texas
Voided DeUve, worker among Spanish,

Dee Bitaery, preaching ministry. Guyana
Jedsea Blele, publication work, Boptist

Spanish Publishing House, El Paso, 
Texas

Charlotte Hervey, medical work, Thailand
Mrs. R. A. HoWieM, home and church 

work, Italy
Mrs. R. I. Johnsen, educational work, 

North Brazil
Tom McMillen, educational work, Ton-

Roymeud Shetoon, student work, Thailand
Mrs. R. R. Stewart, home and church work,

Thailand
Daniel Roy, furlough, Korea
Mrs. A. W. Hencock, retired, Oklahoma.

26 SATURDAY Reod Matthew 2:1-12.
A Southern Baptist missionary couple 

went to Iron in 1968 to study Farsi, the 
main language of the country, and to 
try to arrange to stay there for missionary 
service. A good relationship has been es
tablished with the Presbyterian student 
center in Teheran, and the amazing op
portunity has come to teach English to 
Muslim theological students ’In the Uni
versity of Teheran. The future of our mis
sions program in Iran Is yet to be decided. 

John W. Hugheten, pastor-director, Massa
chusetts . , , iMrs. J. C. Abell, home and church work, 
Nigeria , . ,

Mrs. G. W. Braswell, student work, Iran 
Antonie Cenzeaeri, educational work,

Bahamas
Delo Carter, agricultural work, North Bro-

Mrs. 0. I. Garner, home and church work, 
Malawi

Valdo Long, nurse, Tanzania
James Welker, religious education, Rho

desia •„
Jernes Wootton, educational work, Korea 
Zech Deel, furlough, Colombia 
Jerry Goeltney, furlough, Nigeria.

27 SUNDAY Reod Psalm 71:16-24.
Organized Baptist life in Portugal 

started os early as 1888. A new eP°SjV^*_ 
gon in 1908 when Brazilian Baptists began 
work there The foreign mission boards of 
the Brazilian Baptist Convention and tne
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Portuguese Baptist Convention requested 
Southern Baptists to help them in their ef
forts of witness in Portugal, and in 1959 
our Foreign Mission Board sent its first 
fraternal representatives to this nation. 
Recently, Portuguese Baptists have begun 
radio broadcasts and opened a seminary. 
Having acquired a campsite, they are de
veloping a program of camps and con
ferences.

Rufus S. Corbin, worker among National 
Baptists, Oklahoma

Herald W. Wilcox, Christian social min
istries, Virginia

Mark Alexeoder, preaching ministry, Ar
gentina X"*

Curtis Askew, preaching ministry, Japan 
Ruth Ford, nurse, Indonesia
Ferrell Runyon, preaching ministry, Senegal 
Greyeea Tennison, preaching ministry, 

Portugal
Pomelo Veal, educational work, Mexico 
Mrs. R. H. WeH, home and church work, 

Mexico
Jernes Moseley, furlough, Nigeria.

28 MONDAY Read Psalm 43.
Early in 1968, the Foreign Mission Board 

sent personnel to Botswana when a mis
sionary couple began language study in 
Froncistown. With the arrival of a mis
sionary dentist and his wife in early 1970, 
a dental clinic was established In Froncis
town.

Richard Brogan, worker among National 
Baptists, Mississippi

Mrs. Heriberto Benavides, worker among 
Spanish, Texas

Mrs. Jerry St. John, worker among deaf, 
Mississippi

Vella Jane Burch, educational work, Hong
Kong

Yvonne Helton, student work, Dominican 
Republic

Monget Herrin, religious education, Guy
ana

James Hollis, preaching ministry, Hong 
Kong

Mrs. J. D. Smith, home and church work, 
Indonesia

Mrs. J. R. West, home and church work, 
Venezuela

Mrs. S. L. Goldfinch, furlough, Costa Rica
J. B. Silva, retired, Cuba

29 TUESDAY Read Romans 12:9-21.
Leadership training, both for laymen 

and ministers, is of imperative concern to 
Brazilian Baptists. The churches are being 
encouraged to pay for properties ond build
ings by means of loans from church build
ing loan funds provided in part by the 
Foreign Mission Board. The executive board 
of the Brazilian Baptist Convention now 
has a Brazilian as executive secretary.

Mrs. Herbert R. Luster, mountain mission
ary, Colorado

Mrs. Jernes R. Warren, rural-urban mis
sions, Californio

Mrs. H. R. Hencock, home and church 
work, Korea

Mrs. Clint Kimbrough, home ond church 
work, South Brazil

Mrs. H. L. Nowlend, home and church 
work, Peru

Ass* Swenson, publication work. Baptist 
Spanish Publishing House, El Paso, Texos 

Mrs. H. R. Tucker, home and church work, 
Venezuela

Earl Williams, preaching ministry, Liberia

[Conrinwed from p. 27]
Small groups combining adult and 

youth members should be assigned 
to explore specific opinions, making 
sure that all groups are represented 
fairly. Later the small groups will report 
to all. (Some useful information can be 
obtained from the Central Committee 
for Conscientious Objection, 2016 Wal
nut Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103.)

The Executive Committee of the 
SBC, 460 James Robertson Parkway, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219, cooperates 
with conscientious objectors by register
ing them and by writing local draft 
boards upon request. It will be recalled 
that in 1940 the SBC passed a resolution

fMOVING SOMEWHERE?”

• Moving to a new address? Royal Ser- 
i vice would like to know about it, so we 
J can keep your magazine coming to you
• every month.
■ Paste the address label from the back 
J cover of Royal Service in the space pro-
• vided. Fill in your new address and mail

! ROYAL SERVICE
: 600 North Twentieth Street
! Birmingham, Alabama 35203
i Allow five weeks for change of address.
■ (If label is not available, be sure to 
i send your old address, including ZIP 
J Code.)

Mrs. J. G. Partain, furlough, Tanzania 
Marian Phillips, furlough, Nigeria

30 WEDNESDAY Read Romans 15:1-13.
The country of Malaysia came into being 

in 1963. Slightly larger than New Mexico 
in total land area, it includes the states of 
Molaya, Sarawak, ond Sabah (formerly 
North Borneo). This new federation is an 
independent nation within the British Com
monwealth. In Malaysia the races ond 
nations of Asia meet. The people speak 
Malay, also Chinese and Indian dialects 
Religions include Buddhism, Islam, Hindu
ism, and animism. Southern Baptist work 
began here in 1950-51 when missionaries 
were closed out of Chino

Mrs. Jack L Duke, rural-urban missions, 
Colorado

George Hook, worker among Indians, Ari
zona

Glenn Inglehoart, d i rec tor—work among 
nonevongelicals. Northeast area

Mn. Harley D. Shield, worker among Eski
mos, Alaska

Mrs. J. L. Deal, home ond church work, 
Malaysia

Mn. C. L. Dixon, home ond church work, 
South Brazil

Mary Sue Mouth, secretary, Indonesia 

recognising the divergaoca of 
among its membership and » 
liberty of conacience. Thia was not 
fected by the 1969 resolution. (A r»L 
tration card, containing the resolution, 
may be obtained upon request from the 
Executive Committee.)

Following the gathering of informa
tion, the group may wish to have a time 
of prayer and sharing in which young 
people and adults discuss their feelings 
Then, perhaps, the group will want 
to give specific aid to its young men 
who feel compelled to register con
scientious objection. It may also wish 
to pledge its love and support for young 
men entering and already in the mili
tary.

Attach Label Here i

Name_____________________ _!
(please print) §

Address_____________________ .;
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ZIP Cods__________________ _|
I

Joe Poe, publication work, Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House, El Paso, Texos

Eve Sanden, retired, Nigeria

31 THURSDAY Hebrews 6:9-20.
Full independence for Vietnam came in 

1954 The land is divided into two sepa
rate entities: the Communist Peoples Re
public of Vietnam to the north with a 
capitol at Honoi, ond the non-Communl«t 
Republic of Vietnam, known os South 
Vietnam, with a capital at Saigon. In late 
1969 a special observance marked the 
tenth anniversary of Baptist witness in 
South Vietnam Vietnamese Baptists, as
sisted by the missionaries, ore seeking to 
alleviate the suffering of the war refugees 
in their country.

Jose Corree, worker among Spanish, New 
Jersey

Cery Harden, superintendent of missions, 
Ohio

Mrs. Hershel H. Henkel, rural-urban mis
sions, Arizona

Jice Allen, educational work, Liberia 
Bennie Griffin, business administration,

Nigeria
Welter McNeely, preaching ministry, South 

Brazil
V. C. Cuellar, retire^ Texas
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Dean. Pagb&t,
December is a very significant month in Southern Baptist 

churches as attention is focused on foreign missions. During this 
time of concentration on foreign missions, a church's influence can 
be extended around the world. The elements of study, prayer, and 
giving are combined in a dynamic thrust which can elevate a 
church's level of missions concern for months to come.

Knowing that all church members are not enlisted in Woman's 
Missionary Union and Brotherhood organizations magnifies our 
responsibility to conduct churchwide missions activities. In so doing 
we depend heavily upon you as pastor to provide opportunities 
when the entire church can study about missions, pray for missions, 
and give to missions

In our new administration magazine Dimension, we give num
erous suggestions tor churches to use during the Week of Prayer 
for Foreign Missions There arc far more activities than one church 
can utilize, but with your help, the WMU council will choose only 
those activities which will be meaningful to the people in your 
church

We want to thank you for your interest in missions Wc pray that 
you will be able to lead members of your church to be concerned 
for the whole world and that their commitment to the Great Com
mission can find expression as we celebrate the birth of our l.ord 
Jesus Christ.

Sincerely.

WMU Staff


