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Wing Sung, a medical intern from Macau was regular in 
attendance at the conversational English classes held at First 
Baptist Church. He especially enjoyed the Bible lessons. 
Feeling that Wing Sung might be ready to talk of Christianity, 
the instructor asked him if his family were Buddhist.

"Yes, they are. But I do not share their religion. It seems 
only superstitions and traditions. I cannot follow a thing I do 
not understand. If I ever follow a religion it will be because 
the other followers are good men. I will watch, evaluate, and 
follow the best."

What would be the best way for the instructor to follow­
up on this conversation?

Because Wing Sung is discerning and cautious, he will do 
just as he has said. To push him would bo to alienate him. 
He will continue to listen to the Bible study and watch the 
instructor. Prayer and patience will be needed as the in­
structor continues to live his concept of Christ’s love.

For practical help in learning to share your faith through 
mission action, read the new WMU self-study booklet Faith 
Sharing in Mission Action. See WMU order form, page 48, 
for further information.
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Britt E. Towery, Jr.

Since Hong Kong BeptMa do not hew • protenlonal radio 
and televltlon studio, I am constantly going beck and forth to 
the leading stations. Televlalon stations an not all glamour. The 
dsy-to-dsy grind takes a lot out of everybody. Thia holds true 
even tor Asia where a brack-nock pace Is thought to be unusual. 
"Pity the man who tries to hurry the East" has long been a 
saying of Western-oriented people. That may have been the 
case once, but In the bustling Hong Kong of today It Is only a 
myth.

The television Industry In Hong Kong Is only In Its second 
decade. Youth are making names for themselves. Of the many 
friends I've made while In the communications field, Tammy 
is one of the finest. In her early twenties, Tammy found a job In 
this melee of activity called television.

Tammy grew up on the Island of Hong Kong not unlike mil­
lions of other young Chinese girls. She came from an average 
home that put first things first. And education Is a very Im­
portant first In Hong Kong. Being a British colony, Hong Kong 
requires the English language in all schools. Job possibilities 
come In ratio to English proficiency, even though the colony of 
over four million people is over 98 percent Chinese in back­
ground, language, and life-style.

The Island of Hong Kong Is mostly one massive rock on which 
some of Asia’s tallest skyscrapers are perched. Near Tammy’s 
home in North Point there are more skyscrapers per foot than 
anywhere in Asia. The Island is a beautiful combination of 
mountains and sea. It Is about ten miles long and some thirty 
square miles in area. The massive highway that runs past Tam­
my’s apartment building circles the island and offers vistas 
seldom found anywhere for sheer beauty and excitement.

The colony of Hong Kong is more than just the Island that 
is called Hong Kong. Much of the colony is on the mainland of 
China, a seven-minute ferry ride from Hong Kong Island. There 
on the mainland side Is the city of Kowloon. Kowloon has most 
of the industry and population of the colony. The television 
and radio stations are in Kowloon, just one block and a small 
foothill from the Hong Kong Baptist College campus.

Tammy lives in Victoria, the central area of the island that Is 
the capital. No one uses that name, though. Hong Kong is 
called "the island” or "Hong Kong side” and Kowloon is spoken 
of as “the Kowloon side” in daily conversation. To go to work 
each day Tammy catches the electric tram to the ferry con­
course and takes the seven-minute ferry ride to the Kowloon 
side. If time permits, she takes the bus for the three-and-a-half- 
mile ride to the studio. Taxis are plentiful and cheap by Amer­
ican standards, but not so cheap on the salary of a production 
assistant in the Hong Kong television industry.

The bus carries her up the million dollar strip known as 
Nathan Road. From her double-decked bus, the banyan trees 
that line the thoroughfare are always a welcome sight. Hong 
Kong is a concrete jungle and every tree Is a visual feast. The 
trees give color and beauty to an otherwise drab, jam-packed 
city of tenements, shops, factories, and skyscrapers.

M,
TOWERY, 

I'M A
CHRISTIAN

NOW!
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One day I took a group of stu­
dents from Baylor University and 
Howard Payne College to the studio 
to perform on a locally televised 
variety program. These American 
singers made an immediate impres­
sion on Tammy. She had met many 
talented personalities, but it was 
not the talent that impressed her. 
She had met many Americans, y* 
dents and tourists, but Americans 
are not too impressive to the Chi­
nese in Hong Kong. It was the 
spirit that was different. The spirit 
of these college kids impressed 
Tammy. Between takes she began 
to find out more about that differ­
ence and that spirit. After a couple 
of afternoons of taping the show 
and long talks over cokes, coffee, 
and tea, a new dimension was tak-

I ing shape in Tammy's life.
' A week or so later, I was in the 
studio discussing a new concept 
of religious broadcasting with the 
director of news production when 
Tammy came running over to us. 
Since she had always seemed out­
going and friendly, her greeting did 
not surprise me. But this time the 
joy seemed deeper I’ll never forget 
her first words that day: "Mr. Tow­
ery, I’m a Christian now!"

She had a copy of Good News for 
Modern Man in her hand and the 
presence and power of the living 
Lord in her heart. The Christian 
dimension of life forming in this vi­
brant, dynamic personality was a 
sight to see. It was all taking place 
because some kids from another 
world, culture, and language took 
time to share what they knew of 
Jesus Christ with her

Mr Towery is a Southern Baptist mis 
sionary to Hong Kong



THE CBBWFH 
OF ONE 

STUBENT
Nils Richardson

IT SURELY IS
DIFFICULT TO LIVE 

OUT THE CHRISTIAN
LIFE. TOM WAS

FINDING OUT HOW 
DIFFICULT IT IS FOR

A COLLEGE STUDENT
TO REALLY BE A

CHRISTIAN. |
■'m certainly 

glad you called again about this 
house church meeting," Tom ex­
claimed. "Thank you so much for 
coming down to the college to pick 
me up. The worship really gave me 
a lift."

Tom was a clean-cut, handsome 
sophomore in Timothy Dwight Col­
lege of Yale University. (Yale di­
vides the undergraduate school into 
residential colleges to provide small 
college living in a university set­
ting.)

When I first met Tom, he was 
rather cool and distant. After eating 
with me in the dining hall of his 
college a few times, however, he 
began to share his needs and con­
cerns. Though he had been brought 
up in a Southern Baptist church in 
the Southwest, he had avoided all 
church activities during his fresh­
man year. This avoidance had been 
due partially to a rebellious asser­

tion of independence and, partially, 
to the tremendous study demands at 
Yale. Now Tom was feeling a deep 
need for Christian fellowship. He 
had decided to make time to be with 
fellow Christians. He wanted to be 
a part of a close group of believers 
with whom he could worship, study, 
and share.

Tom began coming to an informal 
worship that met in my apartment 
each Monday evening. He found in 
this group the fellowship, support, 
and strength he had been seeking. 
As Tom shared his faith in worship 
and study in our living room, he 
found his discipleship growing. 
Prayer strengthened his abilities to 
be Christlike on the campus.

Tom attended two weekend re­
treats that fall as he continued to 
grow and share. While we drove to 
the mountains of New England, he 
told me about his parents and two 
younger brothers in New Mexico. 
His parents had always taken the 
children to the Baptist church where 
they were active. He had begun to 
treasure his background as he strug­
gled to grow in his Christian life

"I'm finding it difficult to bring 
my faith of yesterday up to today. 
The questions that face me in New 
Haven, Connecticut, and in Yale 
University are different from those 
I faced in the past. I feel guilty about 
having neglected my life in Christ 
all last year," Tom confessed

We talked about his present sit­
uation during our drive, discussing 

his ideas and feelings. I offered 
some suggestions about experienc­
ing Christ daily.

Tom had been trying his best to 
be a disciple. He was finding out 
just how difficult it Is for a college 
student to really be Christian. The 
academic pressures of weekly tests 
and papers began to bear down. 
Competition was unbelievable. Tom 
was tremendously disappointed 
when he missed an "honors" in one 
of his major courses.

The long hours In the library 
studying until the wee hours of the 
morning began to wear him down. 
His peers began to tease him un­
mercifully for going to the church 
activities two or three times a week 
Tom usually came to our meetings 
with Jim, another Baptist student. 
The verbal abuse of fellow students 
began to distress the two boys. They 
wanted to be liked by the other stu­
dents. The temptations were great. 
It was only Tom’s continued growth 
in Christ that prevented his break­
ing.

Tom found an increasing sense 
of direction for his life. The great 
desire he had to give himself In 
service to God and his fellowman 
helped him weather many storms.

Majoring in sociology, Tom 
wanted to be a teacher and coun­
selor. He wanted to be a Christian 
influence on his students. In this 
way he felt that he could be a good 
steward of his talents and educa­
tion.

One cold, snowy day in February, 
Tom phoned "May I see you this 
evening?" he asked in a troubled 
voice.

I hadn't seen Tom 

in about two weeks; the pressure 
and responsibility of final papers 
and exams had been on all the stu­
dents He was obviously distressed 
Had the academic rigor and pres­
sure from peers been too much? 
1 wondered. Whatever it was, Tom 

could not face It immediately upon 
his arrival at my apartment. He 
talked of papers and exams, the 
church, final grades, and campus 
activities.

Suddenly he blurted, "Everybody 
smokes pot!"

I came to the edge of my chair. 
I indicated that I was listening— 
concerned.

Tom continued, telling of mari­
juana smoking on the campus. In 
a very animated fashion, he told of 
its epidemic proportions. He ex­
plained how easy it was to purchase 
a "joint." He delineated the many 
ways that fellow students put pres­
sures on those who had not smoked 
"grass" at least once.

“Pot is replacing alcohol as a 
sociable way to relax and relieve 
the pressure," Tom said. He said It 
was also the way to be "cool" or 
“with it.” He added that all the stu­
dents he knew had tried it at least 
once; that some of his classmates 
used it regularly

His shoulders drooped; he low­
ered his head. "I experimented once 
during finals; that's why I haven't 
been around church. I am sorry. I 
am ashamed." He was penitent 
He cried. He told of the pressure 
he had experienced

How exhausted he was!
He spoke of the stress of being 

peculiar or different He told of the 
arguments his friends used They 
reminded him that pot wasn't addic­
tive; that it wasn't as bad as al­
cohol on the body; that it didn’t 
leave a hangover, and that some 
scientists used it Tom had given 
in and was now repenting He was 
forgiven by Christ through prayer 
I told him that I certainly forgave 
htm and wanted him back in our 
work I told him how encouraged 
I was with his growth over the last 
few months After further counsel­
ing and prayer. Tom expressed re­
lief He wasn’t going to let this lapse 
hold him down We recalled Peter's 
denial of Christ; how he had ac­
cepted forgiveness and had gone 
on to serve Tom pulled through

A
/W few weeks later, 

in conversation around the dinner 
table at his college, Tom suggested 
a ministering possibility. "Several 
students here have desires and 
needs similar to mine," he offered. 
"We could have a discussion time 
some evenings! On Wednesdays 
most are back at their rooms by 
UOOP.M."

Tom spoke of how the groups for 
worship and discussion had helped 
him. He said that his friends had 
noticed, and that now some of them 
would like to have such a Christian 
group in their college. Some of the 
hecklers were now responding to 
his witness. We talked about how 
to begin. |

Tom arranged for a room. Wei 
began meeting each Wednesday 
night for an hour or two. We ex­
amined the doubts and questions 
of the students who attended. We 
counseled. We discussed problems; 
sought Christian resolutions. The 
Christian students who attended 
strengthened their faith and wit­
ness The non-Christians received 
accepting friendship and a witness 
to the gospel of Christ.

Bom grew and be­
gan to fulfil his desire to minister, 
to serve, while still in college. He 
brought many students to our 
Wednesday evening rap sessions 
Tom became an outstanding wit­
ness through his life and work. He 
served on several important com­
mittees in the university He repre­
sented himself, Baptists, and Christ 
very well in all his roles He became 
a cornerstone of our church minis­
tries in New Haven, he participated 
energetically and sacrifically until 
he left the area upon graduation 
(with honors) last year.

Mr Richardson is a home missionary
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CAN ANYTHING
GOOD COME
FROM
NEW YORK?

Melvin Hawthorne

Toke Mitsu was twenty- 
four and had had her share 
of guilt, ambition, culture 
shock, wealth, regret, and 
rearing Rearing had a 
special meaning for Toke 
since her parents spoke 
little English and related 
best to the old life The old 
life made a new life rather 
difficult for Toke as she 
encountered new mores in 
New York. Her old life in­
volved a patriarchal family 
to which she willingly sub­
mitted. There was much 
security for Toke as long 
as she gained her identity 
from the expectations of 
her parents.

The Mitsu family had it 
made in New York City— 
no easy feat for a non- 
English-speaking genteel 

family. Shipping and a 
thriving tourist business 
provided them with more 
than their share of New 
York comforts Having set­
tled some years ago in the 
residential borough of 
Queens, the family en­
gaged in the experience of 
alternately encountering 
and trying to escape the 
confusion of American cul­
ture.

Her father provided 
Toke with everything — 
well, almost everything 
Her destiny still remained 
in his hands Mr Mitsu 
was an ideal Japanese fa­
ther showering love and 
comfort at the right mo­
ments, but maintaining 
the custom of controlling 
his children Mr Mitsu 
saw to it that Toke's reli­
gion was JJuddhist. her 

clothes conservative, and 
her husband chosen by the 
family matchmaker.

Even with the conscious 
effort to maintain a foreign 
culture in a new world, 
there were cracks in the 
wall. For Toke there were 
excitement-filled trips into 
Manhattan. She came to 
shop, to be entertained, 
to look up, to look down, to 
look away. A new world 
touched her and she 
became curiously and dan­
gerously bold.

Bouncing Into Manhat­
tan on the Queens Boule­
vard bus was a weekly pil­
grimage. Her eyes caught 
every strange sight and 
she became enamored 
with the vibrations of the 
city and her new friends at 
the Nippon Club. She be­
came fascinated with hear­
ing, seeing, and feeling 
the pulse of the city

Perhaps adventure was 
the motivation for accept­
ing the unusual invitation 
of a friend at the Nippon 
Club following the tea cere­
mony class. “A Christmas 
Eve television program is 
being planned at my 
church," the friend said. 
“I would like for you to 
come with me."

"I like to go. My father 
I will ask," Toke re­
sponded.

The television cameras 
focused repeatedly on the 
four Japanese women sit­
ting together. They were 
pretty and camera-worthy 
in their kimonos. After an 
exact sixty minutes of 
trios, choirs, preaching, 
praying, and bright lights, 
Toke seemed to be the 
same dependent person 
she had been taught to be. 
No one detected the light 
that began to burn within 
her

The night of excitement 
ended with the disman- 
timg of the cameras, the 
dousing of the lights, and 
the lowering of the props. 
No one could know the 
tragedy and triumph which 
ay ahead for the petite 
Japanese girl stepping 

over the bulky television 
cables.

Just another exposure 
to a piece of American 
culture—or was it? “I do 
not know why I am calling 
you," she said on the 
phone a month later. "My 
friend is Obayashi of your 
church. We attended the 
Christmas Eve service. Is 
there anything I can do for 
the church?" she ended 
In a high, soft voice. Ob­
viously her prepared 
speech had been read as 
her English became bro­
ken and less intelligible. 
"Would happy be to help. 
I plenty of time have."

Not fully understanding 
what she meant, I invited 
her to come to the office. 
In the meantime, I con­
tacted the church’s Japa­
nese minister and learned 
that Toke was a student 
at New York University 
and older than her voice 
sounded.

Two eager people faced 
each other the following 
Thursday. Toke was eager 
to be involved, and I was 
eager to involve her in 
the outreach ministries of 
the church. Reluctantly, I 
realized that she was a 
long way from tackling the 
city through community 
activities. She suggested 
office duties, but re­
minded me that her typing 
ability was nil. Mailing, 
telephoning, and filing 
seemed to be her inter­
ests So every Tuesday and 
Thursday, telephone call­
ers were greeted by an 
unusually high voice say­
ing, "Manhattan Baptist 
Church " Occasionally, she 
grabbed the phone too 
quickly and the caller 
would hear "moshi moshi" 
(Japanese hello).

After a month of tele­
phoning. Toke entered a 
language program the 
church conducted for 
United Nations employees 
Pupils used the Bible as 
the class textbook and un­
derlined unknown words 
and phrases. The Bible 

was an object of curiosity 
for Toke as she bom­
barded her leader with 
hundreds of questions. 
"Was baptism done with 
water or wine? How does 
one fish for men? What is 
leprosy? How does one 
wash sins?" Bible study 
became an obsession with 
her, but she balked at join­
ing the Sunday educa­
tional program of the 
church. Through hours of 
Bible discussion, I was im­
pressed by her insistence 
that the Bible was a guide 
for her life. This serious 
approach to the Bible 
called forth a radically dif­
ferent person.

"What did Jesus mean,” 
she would ask, "when he 
said that anyone who puts 
his love for father or 
mother above his love for 
me does not deserve to be 
mine?" She was captured 
by the idea that a Chris­
tian’s first allegiance was 
to God and not to one's 
family. Knowing the grow­
ing pains at home, I leaped 
into her thinking with plat­
itudes about honoring 
father and mother. She 
never heard my frail at­
tempts to soften the im­
pact of Jesus' blunt words

The inevitable threat to 
her family submissiveness 
occurred when the match­
maker was contacted 
Since Toke was twenty- 
four. the family decided 
that she should be mar­
ried. A matchmaker was 
commissioned to arrange 
for the correct mate.

Toke fell into despair 
“What if he not a Christ?" 
she cried "What if he is a 
Christ7” she continued, 
realizing that the latter 
would be unacceptable to 
her parents A Christ was 
an interesting synonym 
for Christian in her devel­
oping English Her term 
gave me penetrating in­
sight into her concept of 
being a Christian This was 
the first of many messages 
she would plant in my life 

Of course, Toke wanted 
to marry and she accepted 

the services of the miteh- 
maker. This arrangement 
was not the problerp for 
her that It was for my 
Western mind. The only 
way to please her parents 
was to accept the match­
maker's choice. The match­
maker's choice would not 
be a Christian. Toke was 
too old to be sheltered by 
her parents, but too shel­
tered to deal with her 
problems.

The depression and ex- 
haustlon continued for 
two months as the doctors 
came and went. Her deli­
cate hands leafed through 
the curled pages of her 
Bible Jesus' life became 
personal to her as she 
identified with his suffer­
ing, agony, and hope. 
Gradually strength began 
to return in her tiny body. 
Months passed. A quiet j 
confidence was noticeable' 
in Toke on the rainy day 
that she returned to 
church. Her problems were 
the same—even more con­
fusing to me—but she was 
not the same

Without elaboration, she 
stated that a public affir­
mation of her discipleship 
would be forthcoming. "I 
wish to thank you for this 
opportunity." she began 
her statement to the 
church "Since the Christ­
mas Eve service, I have 
been warmed by your 
friendship There was 
more, but my mind was 
remembering other years 
of Toke's struggle, de­
spair, and final victory.

She has gone to a new 
home in Japan to be mar­
ried to a man she barely 
knows In this new world 
she faces new problems. 
But the promise that will 
sustain her is as old as 
A D and B C " I am 
with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world "

Mr Hawthorne, a Home Mis 
non Board appointee, is cur­
rently on study leave from his 
assignment as minister of Man­
hattan Baptist Church
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Marjorie Jones

Years before Ida de Freitas was bom in the state 
of Piaui, her parents were the first converts In 
their small town of Florlana. Erik Nelson, the 
pioneer missionary In Equatorial Brazil, came and 
preached in that town. Ida's parents, an older sister, 
and an aunt were converted and baptized by 
missionary Nelson. The day of baptism, the town 
was in mourning. Bells tolled all day long. 
Neighbors and relatives did everything they could 
to hinder the baptismal service. When Nelson talked 
with the couple about a place to have services and 
someone to preach, they volunteered their large 
living room and Mr. Freitas agreed to direct 
the worship services.

Later, when another baby girl was born (the 
ninth of ten children) she was named for the wife 
of Erik Nelson, Ida Nelson. Little Ida made her first 
missionary trip into the interior of the state of 
Piaui with her parents and missionaries A. J. and 
Lulu Terry when she was only one month old. The 
city officials met them at the outskirts of the 
city and told them they could neither preach nor 
enter the city, even though the Freitas family 
had relatives living there. So, the little caravan 
camped on the banks of the river under the trees and 
prayed. The next day they returned to Floriana. 
Today there is a strong Baptist church in that town.

Ida’s father died when Ida was five years old. 
Her widowed mother sewed to make a living for the 
family. Schooling was expensive, but little Ida 
learned early that the student who made the 
highest grades in the class would receive a 
scholarship for the next year. Ida decided to be 
that student.

Each year she received her scholarship, going 
through high school and the university. She tutored 
other students and made enough money to buy 
school uniforms. Books were a problem, but Ida 
either did all her studying In the library or borrowed 
books and copied her lessons. Finishing her 
teacher-training course, she was first in the class.

Ida's mother was a Christian who loved and 
admired the missionaries Her home, though humble, 
was large and always open to missionaries and 
pastors She wanted her ten children to make a 
good impression on the visitors Whenever she 
heard that a missionary was to visit them, she called 
her children together and gave them a strong 
lecture on good manners. Then she spanked each 
one of them in advance and promised a harder 
spanking if she caught anyone misbehaving. All of 
those children, now adults, laugh and recall the 
days of the missionary spankings One voiced 
the sentiment of all, "You know, we always looked

TOfwara to tnose visits ot ttw pastors or missionanas 
in spite of the spankings. We, too, loved 
the missionaries.”

One day, after Mother Freitas was quite old and 
living with Ida in the city of Tereslna, Mrs. Lula 
Terry returned to Brazil to visit. Mrs. Freitas 
called one of her sons and said, “My son, Dona Lula 
is in town and Is coming to visit us. You must 
come over.” The son replied, "Thank goodness." 
When the mother asked why he responded thus, 
he replied, "Mama, this is the first time Dona Lula 
has come to.our house that you didn't spank me 
before she got here, and threaten to spank me 
afterwards, too."

As years passed, Ida, having married and moved 
to the city of Tereslna, needed to work to support- 
herself and a son. She felt, however, that God 
was calling her to do missions work. She visited 
missions fields in Interior Brazil and has always had 
a deep love for home missions. She volunteered 
to do home mission work, but due to her health 
the Brazilian Baptist Home Mission Board could not 
appoint her. After she received the news that 
she could not be appointed, she received an 
invitation to work in the literature department of 
the Brazilian WMU in Rio de Janeiro. She accepted, 
taking her son with her when she moved from the 
north. Later, she returned to her home state, Piaui, 
to teach. Later she worked in the department 
of education there.

Later she worked in the Institute Nacional de 
PrevidCncia Social—a civil service agency handling 
such concerns as welfare, social service, social 
security, and socialized medicine. Eventually, 
she was appointed by the federal government as 
the state superintendent of the INPS, an important 
and difficult position. Besides being the first and 
only woman, she was the first Baptist ever to 
hold this appointment in the nation. So 
well organized was her work that her state, a poor 
one, received special citations for its organization 
under her leadership She was appointed by the 
federal government as the state representative 
of the Federal Aid Board.

Ida never let her work prevent or hinder her work 
in her church A writer, she has written for all the 
Brazilian Baptist publications including the 
Jornal Batista (the Brazilian Baptist weekly 
newspaper). She has prepared WMU literature 
and devotional materials. She writes a series 
of messages for Baptist radio programs broadcast 
by the youth in Piaui each Sunday morning. Ask 
any Brazilian in a Baptist church if he knows 
Ida de Freitas and he may say, "Personally, no, 
but I know her through her writing."

Ida has held the position of recording secretary
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of the national WMU of Brazil for two terms. 
Today she is vice-president. She also is 
president of the WMU of Piaui.

Ida is proud of her doctor son—an ear, nose, and 
throat specialist, as well as an accomplished 
musician. Recently moving to Brasilia, Brazil’s 
fast-growing, new capital, Dr. Albano had no 
problem adapting to his new work or the new city.

A missionary from Rio de Janeiro who knew 
Dr. Albano when he and his mother lived in Rio de 
Janeiro visited the Memorial Baptist Church in 
Brasilia recently. As she looked at the order 
of service, she saw that Dr. Albano Freitas was to 
sing a solo during the worship time. But as the 
music began, the handsome young doctor was 
playing the violin. Dr. Albano had already found 
his place in the hearts of the people and his place in 
a Baptist church. The missionary writing to 
Dona Ida said, "When your son began to play the 
violin, and later when he sang with that marvelous 
voice, I thought of those days in Rio de Janeiro 
when you worked for the WMU and your 12-year-old 
son played his violin in the churches there What 
God can do with and for a dedicated servant 
when that life is turned over to him!" Ida beamed 
as she read that letter, for one more prayer 
had been answered

Because of a heart attack, Ida took a medical 
retirement from her government work in 1971. She 
continued to be active in church, state, and 
national work. When missionaries leave to go on 
furlough, it is Dona Ida that they go to for help 
and many times for replacement They know they 
can depend on her to continue the work in an 
efficient manner.

In an article about Dona Ida in the Jornal Batista, 
a writer described her as, "a monument of faith 
and of testimony." The writer continued, "She 
is one of the most cultured and most illustrious 
Baptist women in Brazil. Her victories and her 
influence are, for us, a reason for rejoicing."

In 1949, Dona Ida wrote an article for ROYAL 
SERVICE telling of her dreams and her needs. At 
that time she was working for the WMU in the 
literature department. She wrote, "The faith of my 
mother during the years of struggle was an 
inspiration to me. I give thanks to God for all who 
helped me during the dark years. I pray that I 
may be able to rear my son in the fear of the Lord 
and that he will be used in Christian service with 
his musical talents consecrated to God." Through 
the years, God has blessed, protected, and used 
this outstanding Baptist woman She has been able 
to see the fulfilment of the dreams she wrote 
about in that article.

Last month, Dona Ida's six-year-old granddaughter, 
Ana Cada, visited her Ana Carla learned a song 
with her cousins in Teresina As she sang that song, 
her grandmother Ida smiled and said, "You know 
she is driving me wild with that same song, but 
there is a lot of truth in what she is singing I 
well know." And the granddaughter continued 
to sing, "How beautiful it is, how beautiful it 
is to praise the Lord Brothers, let us all sing 
together: How beautiful it is to praise the Lord "

Miss Jones is a missionary to Brazil

EDGAR BENALLY 
Navaho Leader

Ted Trent
Edgar Benally is an Indian, but he is a very spe­

cial kind of Indian. He is a Christian. Not only is 
he a Christian, but his Christian life shines brightly 
through him and through his family for anyone and 
everyone to notice, no matter what the opposition.

Edgar was born at Round Rock, Arizona, in 1920 
With only a trading post and one school, Round 
Rock is at the foot Of a mountain area where many 
Indian families have their summer homes and take 
their sheep and cattle for water and better grazing 
Seventeen miles from Many Farms, Round Rock is 
more than one hundred miles from the nearest town

In 1946, Edgar and his wife, Ruth, moved to Mo­
renci, Arizona, where he worked in the copper mine 
During the next few years four sons were born to 
them. Bruce, Arthur, and Victor were born in Mo­
renci, and Vincent was born while they were on 
vacation at Round Rock. The family moved back to 
Round Rock in 1959

Edgar dreamed of providing adequately for him­
self and his family in every way. All of the children 
except Victor were baptized into the Catholic church 
at an early age

When we began our work in Arizona, we lived at 

Many Farms and drove 16 miles to Chinle on Sun­
days for services. The four Benally boys went with 
us every Sunday.

The boys liked our Vacation Bible School and were 
responsive to the message and call of Jesus. They 
each accepted our Lord as personal Saviour and 
each came as a candidate for baptism Since the 
Many Farms Lake was undesirable for baptism, we 
asked for the use of the baptistry of the nearest 
Baptist church, 80 miles away. Edgar and Ruth 
attended that service but remained aloof and In­
different The four boys continued to be faithful 
to all the church services and were always anxious 
for their parents to come to church. They exerted 
a strong influence on their parents. From the day 
that the boys first came to that Vacation Bible School 
under a brush arbor, an impression was being made 
on Edgar and Ruth.

After a while, however, the older son, Bruce, 
stopped attending church. One day when the boys 
and their cousins were swimming in the Many Farms 
Lake, Bruce swam out too far Having overtaxed his 
strength, he sank helplessly beneath the water. The 
other boys were too tired to help him. By the time 
help came, it was too late to save him.
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Mr. Trent is a home missionary in
Arizona. *
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swers to their many, many ques­
tions, they professed Christ as 
Saviour during a revival at Many 
Farms. They did not take a public 
stand until six months later, after 
talking with a Navajo evangelist who 
better understood their confusion. 
Since their baptism, they have be­
come strong witnesses for Christ.

Edgar has a job with plant man­
agement for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs at Many Farms. At work he 
has had many opportunities to wit­
ness about his Christian faith. He 
has been asked to give the devo­
tional messages for Christmas pro­
grams both at work and at chapter 
meetings. Many times he has been 
asked to lead in prayer to open 
chapter meetings. He has given his 
testimony at many camp meetings 
throughout the area. He serves as 
interpreter at our services and is 
also a lay preacher in our Baptist 
mission.

Edgar’s life is a strong testimony 
among his people. It is his desire 
to see more of his people come to 
know the Lord. Since he has be­
come a Christian he has had two 
serious operations. These have 
brought about much persecution 
from his people who have told him 
he should not have left their medi­
cine man and the Navajo way. These 
experiences have strengthened Ed­
gar’s faith in the Lord.

Edgar and his family worship, 
read the Scriptures, and pray to­
gether as a family at their family 
devotional periods. Each member 
of the family has grown in faith and 
service to the Lord. The boys have 
led in devotional studies at the 
Navajo prayer services.

Mr. Benally has also shown his 
love for his Lord and his church by 
donating his time to work on the, 
physical properties of the building 
and grounds of the mission.



/ >uce is always among the 
first church people a new missionary meets in Gaza 
Stories of the incredible persecution she has suf­
fered because of her faith are the first tales experi­
enced missionaries tell newcomers.

Alice was born in the Old City section of Jeru­
salem to devout parents who rose early for daily 
family prayers. The children were given every op­
portunity to learn and study the Word of God. Itin­
erant Bible women traveling from house to house 
were welcomed in their home. It was from one of 
these that Alice first learned what she must do to 
be saved. In Jerusalem schools she had the only 
formal education she would receive.

Her family fled the city, moving down the coast 
to Jaffa (old Joppa) and later to Gaza during the 
1948 Arab-Israeli conflict. It was at this time that 
the family became a segment of the enormous 
refugee population. After the death of both her 

parents, In grief she came one day to visit the Bap­
tise services in the small chapel on the hospital 
compound. When she tells about It now, she speaks 
of the peace that came. Missionary nurses gathered 
her into a prayer fellowship and demonstrated the 
love of Christ in their witness and acceptance of her. 
Alice became the Baptist’s first baptized believer 
in Gaza.

Alice and I became friends In a formal kind of 
way as I came to know more of her story. She al­
ways spoke to me with a warm handshake and a 
winsome, toothless smile. She wore the same dress 
too many days at a time not to be noticed. Later I 
learned that this was for time and convenience 
sake; she lived in a small room without reasonable 
facilities for care of her clothes or other small pos­
sessions. She cooked on a one-burner, camp-like 
gas stove and brought her water from outside. She 
had a bed, a table—little else.

Everybody in Gaza knows Sitt Alice. A first grade 
teacher, she goes early and stays late because the 
refugee children have nothing to do and no place 
to go. She uses up scraps of cloth, picture cards, 
magazines, and cartons faster than I can provide 
them. She watches my wastebaskets for something 
I have inadvertantly thrown away that she might 
use—old envelopes, empty spools, broken strands 
of beads, stubby crayons, or small pieces of foil 
that have been washed and re-used until nearly all 
the shine is gone. These turn up later in pieces of 
art work, treasured by her children for their bleak 
homes. 

In the markets of Gaza, she is known and greeted 
as a close and familiar friend by Muslim bread 
bakers or fruit cart pushers. There have been times 
when I’ve met some of these unlikely friends of hers 
and she explains, "Oh, don’t you remember, this is 
the man who sold me the mangos for you and asked 
me to sell him a Bible.” I knew very well that her 
tracts and Bibles were ever present in her market 
basket Always when she came back with groceries, 
she had managed to sell at a small price or had 
given away every one she had. It became a difficult 
task to keep her in enough Arabic materials for her 
witnessing expeditions to the market.

More than once some stranger has stood at my 
door asking for the woman who prays for people. 
They would be looking for Alice who had prayed 
beside the bed of a sick child, or had quietly slipped 
into the vegetable stall and prayed with a distraught 
woman. Out of all the maze of sad, discouraged, 
desperate faces, she has a second sense of deci­
phering the special need and meeting it on the level 
that is most appropriate and appealing.

When the church celebrated New Year's Eve ser­
vices in our home, Alice helped with the prepara-

tions and then disappeared. I kept watching for her 
as the house began to overflow with guests. About 
midway in the program, Alice made a sort of tri­
umphant entry. She was accompanied by a strange 
family of six children In graduated sizes from three 
to fifteen, none of whom I recognized. They were 
polished, shined, bathed, and brushed, but not a 
little baffled with the goings-on. I managed a Bible 
and hymnbook for the older ones, whispering a warm 
Arabic welcome. Alice held the little one on her 
ample lap. During refreshment time, I noticed sev­
eral people urging extra sweets upon them. When 
Alice returned the next day, she told me that the 
parents of these children had been having trouble. 
She had simply taken the children under her wing 
until peace was restored at home. Her feeling of 
freedom to use our house for such a purpose gave 
me a warm, happy New Year feeling.

As my friendship with Alice developed, she 
translated for me, brought fresh artichokes in sea­
son, and came into my kitchen to teach me how to 
prepare Arabic delicacies. Have you ever made or 
eaten pickled lemons? Not bad with a leg of lamb 
roast. They are pickled in brine and stored in large 
crocks in every kitchen.

How about date preserves filled with almonds? 
With a four-inch-long carpenter’s nail the seed is 
carefully punched out of a ripe date and replaced 
with a blanched almond. Then the dates are dropped 
carefully into a sugar syrup, heavily seasoned with 
cinnamon, and cooked slowly to thicken the syrup 
leaving each date intact. Delicious!

I had never seen such careful, detailed processing 
as went into stuffed grape leaves, cabbage leaves, 
squash, carrots, potatoes, tomatoes—everything 
cooked can be stuffed, it seems. Hommus—a dip 
made from chick-peas, lemon juice, and caminos 
—was our favorite recipe; especially when Alice 
brought a fresh, flat loaf of Arabic bread to eat with it.

If I had unexpected guests and needed extra 
help, Alice would always appear declaring, "The 
Lord looks after you! He sent me to help you today." 
I could never deny that!

For the longest time, I didn’t know much about 
Alice's family. To be without close family ties is a 
tragedy in Gaza. I learned that her family felt dis­
graced when she changed religions They were not 
a little ashamed of her for taking up an alien church 
affiliation True, others had become Baptists, but 
they had managed to leave Gaza and the stigma 
of taking a foreign faith.

We missed her in services at the church one 
week Upon inquiry among her teacher friends, we 
heard that she had become suddenly ill and had 
been rushed to one of the government hospitals. 
There we found her in a crowded, little ward where 

two patients were often pushed Into a single bed. 
Food was brought In for patients by their families. 
Alice’s dry bread and oranges were In the same 
plastic shopping bag with her change of clothing 
and New Testament beside her low cot. Feverish 
from a kidney infection, her face actually glowed 
with surprised gratitude to see us there. The two 
women nearest her bed kept speaking urgently to 
her in Arabic. Presently, Alice took a New Testament 
from under her pillow and was obviously finishing 
the plan of salvation for these women who had never 
heard the story of Jesus.

To Alice, personal appearance was secondary to 
the business of looking after her special witnessing 
interests. I was not alone in a campaign to encourage 
some attention to her hair, the purchase of a new 
dress, or visits to the dentist. A haircut, new‘per­
manent, or a shampoo was only a means of making 
me feel useful, and Alice indulged me in this harm­
less diversion. Getting her to the dressmaker with 
a piece of material was another matter. Summer 
fabric for the hot weather was finally made and 
ready to wear in winter more than a year later. Shad 
allowed me the privilege of being a substitute sisterj 
and she was one to me. Occasionally, she would 
ask my opinion about the suitability of a color, style, 
or type of fabric she should buy. As often as not, 
the piece would go to someone else who didn't have 
a dress. Any used clothing I could spare passed to 
the needy through Alice's plastic basket

Alice is a product of the mysticism of the East. 
She has dreams and visions of unusual clarity. Some­
times she is guided to things she should do, people 
she should visit, and articles long lost Strange? To 
the Western mind, yes, but the Eastern mystic con­
siders it a normal life experience. "Doesn't God still 
speak in dreams and visions?” she asked me once

She also seems to have a goodly portion of the 
gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor 12). and a generous supply 
of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) Missionaries 
and nationals alike have been known to ask for her 
special prayers and prophecy concerning matters of
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personal concern. We soon became prayer partners. 
She would pray in Arabic, in English, and at times 
of quiet ecstacy in melodious words I didn't recog­
nize at all. Occasionally, she would sing softly in 
praise to God.

When we finished sessions like this, she would 
smile a saintly, toothless smile. Words were not 
necessary to explain anything that had happened. 
Some days she would pray that I would receive the 
fulness of the Spirit for that day. This sometimes 
caused me to react and resist. But before we finished 

spraying I knew that I needed th^Tjprayer for that day 
and thanked God for it.

Then there was the day she was brought to the 
hospital with a severely sprained ankle. By the time 
I got out to the women’s ward, she had arranged 
herself on pillows and was reading aloud to the 
patients near her. She passed the New Testament 
across to one of the women and said to me, “I’ll 
need a good many more Bibles while I’m here. 
Could you bring me a hymnbook, also, when you 
come back?"

Within a few days it was announced that Alice 
would need several weeks off her ankle to allow it 
to heal. We moved her into our house, and thus 
began a ministry I could get carried away with in 
behalf of Alice. She sat in a large, overstuffed chair 
with an ottoman for her injured ankle. She was 
given several lessons in how to walk on crutches. 
These were fruitless. She tried. But with every ef­
fort she seemed to be nearer the catastrophe of 
breaking the uninjured leg. So the effort was aban­
doned. In a search to give her something useful to 
do, I found a started afghan which I had given up 
on years before. She was overjoyed; and before my 
very eyes a beautiful work of art emerged. I was 
kept busy haunting the wool shops for colors to 
blend, from palest pinks to deep maroon. What she 
developed from my poor beginning was one of the 
most useful surprises of my life. She had outdone 
me again, for her three weeks in our house had 
produced an heirloom.

Alice is quite a prolific needle-wielder. When we 
were ready to come to the States for furlough, she 
brought a package too big to pack into our over­
stuffed suitcases. “Better to unwrap it and put things 
into small corners," she suggested. She had made 
booties for our grandbaby in graduated sizes from 
birth to a year, but in threes instead of pairs. Dis­
concerted, I asked, “Why threes?" It was simple 
when she explained, “The baby always loses one 
of a kind, like gloves."

Alice joined our Monday night prayer group, 
which was already international—Dutch nurses, 
American doctors and nurses, and Arab Palestinian 
hospital employees. It was a great boost to our 
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sagging spirits to rehash what the Lord had dona 
the previous week. Alice shared her fruitless search 
for an acceptable apartment. The next wook a Muslim 
woman came to the hospital sewing rooms asking 
for Alice. She left word, “Tell Alice I'm saving an 
apartment for her.” Word flies In Gaza and this good 
news reached her at school on Monday. By the time 
she arrived at our prayer group, everybody was 
praising the Lord for her new house. Sure enough, 
it wasn’t a house but a good-sized apartment with 
a living room big enough for meetings as she had 
prayed, and in a good location. Arrangements were 
made to paint and repair the house. Week after week 
the prayer group praised the Lord for painting com­
pleted, plumbing repaired, curtains finished, and 
electricity checked out. Now for the actual moving 
in and the sharing of pieces of furniture from several 
households. Alice moved most of her things on a 
donkey cart. The gifts were delivered in our microbus.

Upon our first formal visit, we had a special 
prayer to set aside this small apartment for the 
Lord's use. Then we were served tea. As we sipped, 
Alice made her first request for furniture, "Do you 
think I could have a low table and benches for my 
Sunday School?" The children in the neighborhood 
had already been told that on Fridays (Muslim Sun­
day) when all schools were out, they could come to 
her house to sing and have stories about Jesus.

It had long been Alice’s heart’s desire to have 
the church meeting at her house. Now she had 
room, so the monthly meeting of the Gaza Baptist 
Church was held in her small apartment. She outdid 
herself, and most of us, in preparation for this event.

Chairs were borrowed from her Muslim neighbor. 
The Sunday School table was covered with a linen 
cloth from a missionary home. The room was wall- 
to-wall people by the time our small membership 
arrived. For Alice it was a crowning achievement. 
She made a motion in the business session that the 
church always meet with her, but her generous 
offer was referred to the custom of meeting in each 
member’s home by rotation. Observing the Lord’s 
Supper that night was the most meaningful hour In 
my Christian life.

Mrs. Roy McGIamery is a missionary associate as­
signed to Gaza.

Pick a 
Mission 
Action 
Project

Carol Tomlinson

Ministry is exciting. It’s worth 
the time of both Baptist Women 
members and prospects. Consider 
the following projects your orga­
nization might use to reach out In 
ministry. Consider the suggestions 
carefully. Select the one or ones 
that will have the greatest impact 
upon an area of need in your com­
munity. Involve prospects In the 
opportunity to serve, to share, and 
to grow.

Adopt a School
In this country, a frightening 

number of youngsters who attend 
school with regularity cannot read, 
cannot perform simple mathemati­
cal tasks, and do not have an aware­
ness of the society in which they 
live. Blame cannot always be placed 
on the teacher. Most teachers grow 
weary day after day of attempting 
to positively influence the children 
they teach. It is nearly impossible 
to give each child what he must 
have to learn, when he is one of 30 
to 40 children in a room. Nor can 
blame be placed on the child. Chil­
dren are eager learners by nature. 
But for the young with learning 
problems, learning is blocked by 
inability to put things into words and 
few moments alone with teachers

The blame cannot always be 
placed on the shoulders of admin­
istrators either. There are so many 
students with so many needs; and 
there is so little space, so little 
money, so little equipment, that it 
is possible to stretch "trying” to 
its limits.

Children frustrated in learning 
become truants, drug abusers, de­
linquents, welfare recipients, poor 
employees, and weak parents. What 
would it take to make effective 
learning a reality for all school-aged 
children?

Consider this mission action 
project: adopt a school Select a 
school which is lacking in supplies, 
community support, or space Be­

gin with your knowledge of the edu­
cational situation In the city or 
county In which you live. Talk with 
the superintendent of schools to 
obtain the names of schools or 
programs within schools where help 
from the community would be bene­
ficial. Talk with the principal of the 
school selected and arrange meet­
ings with teachers who would bene­
fit from your support.

You might be able to provide a 
more pleasant learning atmosphere 
by painting rooms, making curtains, 
making carpets for special areas of 
the room from carpet samples, and 
collecting or making equipipent 
which Is not available because of 
limited funds.

Some women might serve as 
volunteer aides for specified hours. 
Aides might tutor students with 
specific learning stumbling blocks 
to help them overcome their prob­
lems. They might prepare materials 
designed by the teacher for student 
use, thus freeing the teacher for 
closer work with the students. They 
might assist in telephoning parents 
of absentees. They might agree to 
man the sickroom If nursing ser­
vices are not available to the school.

Your organization might sponsor 
a career day at a junior or senior 
high school The services of men 
and women in your congregation 
who are outstanding in various 
types of work might be utilized for 
seminars with the students looking 
forward to occupational goals.

Many teachers would find assis­
tance with the time-consuming work 
of making interest centers and 
learning centers a valuable tlme- 
releaser Some schools would profit 
immeasurably from donations of 
teen-age paperbacks, magazines, 
and even comic books for remedial 
reading programs.

On a broader scale, your orga­
nization might sponsor a field trip 
or series of field trips for a specific 
class in a school to enable them to 
have experiences which are invalu­
able to learning but which, with­
out your help, could not be planned.
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The possibilities for service at a 
school in your area are as unlimited 
as your creativity and the needs of 
the children. There may be no 
greater realization of the spirit of 
Christ than a Christian hand out­
stretched to youth saying, “I care 
that you become what it is in you 
to be."

Swap-A-Place Weekends
If you live in the city or the 

suburbs, some of the children or 
teenagers in your church might 
never have seen cows up close, rid­
den a horse, or seen the food they 
eat before it comes out of a can. 
And if you live in a rural area, 
youngsters in your church may 
never have been in a traffic jam, 
to the theater, to a major league 
ball game, or to an art gallery.

If you live in a rural area (or 
city), plan a visit to a nearby city 
(or rural area) for the youth of 
your community. Plan experiences 
designed to broaden their aware­
ness of the world and turn their 
dreams in new directions. You might 
want the visitors to be adopted 
singly or in small groups by fam­
ilies in the church. In this case, you 
might plan one or two representa­
tive activities for the entire group 
and allow the families to plan others 
for their guests independently of 
the group. A county fair, canning, 
grooming horses, milking cows, ob­
serving modern farm equipment, 
camping outdoors, or a barbeque 
might be a new experience for city 
youths which would enable them to 
understand some of their school 
reading material better and give 
them a new awareness of a kind of 
living which has much to offer.

Trips to the theater, shopping in 
metropolitan areas, eating in large 
restaurants, visiting museums and 
zoos, and even crossing busy streets 
can be eye-openers for youngsters 
whose orientation is limited to the 
rural areas.

Many children involved in the ex­
change would also find the seeds 

of a friendship with a family that 
could provide significant Christian 
support during the years of growing 
up.

School for the Elderly
With the rising number of elderly 

men and women in our society, 
there has been little provision made 
for their happiness and fulfilment. 
Consider a mission action project 
which would provide significance to 
being alive for some of the elderly 
in your community. Plan a two- 
week school for the elderly in your 
community. Carried to its fulfilment, 
this project could grow into a regu­
lar ministry with special provisions 
for attenders on Sunday.

Publicize the availability of the 
senior citizens school widely in your 
community, "[here will be handi­
capped elderly who would profit 
from attendance for whom transpor­
tation will be needed. Many younger 
couples with elderly parents sharing 
their home would be eager for such 
a service. Many aged men and 
women live alone in lonely settings 
and would regain lost meaning to 
life.

Classes in art, music, handi­
crafts, woodworking, community 
services, and government might be 
held depending on the interest of 
the students and the resources of 
the church. Of special interest might 
be classes in reading and writing. 
Many of the elderly would profit 
from instruction in literature and 
discussions of pleasure reading with 
age-mates. They might also find 
profit from instruction in creative 
writing. On the other hand, there 
will be some who have never 
learned reading and writing, and 
who would find joy in tackling these 
skills. There is also a large group 
of handicapped elderly who have 
lost reading and/or writing skills as 
a result of paralysis or strokes. They 
could benefit from regaining these 
lost skills through therapy directed 
by lay people after consultation with 
physicians.

In conjunction with the school, 
outings could be planned to grocery 
stores to do otherwise difficult shop­
ping; to shopping centers to make 
necessary purchases; to pharmacies 
to have prescriptions filled; and to 
medical appointments without the 
burden of a bus ride or the expense 
of a cab. Likewise, trips to movie 
and concert matinees could become 
a reality. Museums and other ex­
hibits would then be within the 
reach of the elderly.

Such a program for the elderly 
would offer unimaginable relief and 
fulfilment for many presently empty 
lives. At the same time, the church 
would find these lives, and the many 
varied experiences that have built 
them, a very enriching addition to 
the fellowship of the church.

Community Awareness 
Workshop

Often in our history we Baptists 
have been so intent on separation of 
church and state, that we have ig­
nored our role as responsible shap­
ers of government.

Select a number of relevant is­
sues on the governmental scene in 
your community, the state in which 
you live, or the nation. Hold a series 
of awareness workshops to educate 
the members of your church and 
other interested citizens in your 
area concerning these issues.

You might wish to select some 
issues on the state scene, others on 
the local, and still others on the na­
tional front. Hold one workshop (as 
a minimum) on each issue. Invite 
responsible spokesmen for various 
sides of the issue, stressing the 
need for open-mindedness on the 
part of those attending the work­
shop for new viewpoints expressed. 
Allow time for dialogue among au­
dience members—including vari­
ous interpretations of the Christian 
role in the issue.

For each workshop, have pre­
pared for the participants a list of 
those law-makers and decision-mak­
ers to whom the participants can 

make opinions and feelings known.
Stress continually the fact that 

there is not nearly the need for una­
nimity of feeling or opinion as there 
is the need for awareness of the al­
ternatives that are ours In govern­
ment today.

Some topics of interest might be: 
welfare laws, taxation, capital pun­
ishment, allocation of funds for 
schools, environmental protection 
laws, and drug laws. It Is quite 
conceivable that the series of work­
shops could lead to additional mis­
sion action projects or churchwide 
projects in areas of special con­
cern.

Emergent/Youth Shelter
In many communities there is 

no provision for youth awaiting trial 
or placement in a state-maintained 
orphanage other than the local jail. 
Thus, it is not at all uncommon to 
find young children or teen-agers, 
whose only crime is running away 
from a miserable home, awaiting 
processing in a jail cell with crim­
inals whose lives are more deeply 
embeded in crime and who are far 
older than the children placed with 
them. Juvenile laws are in desper­
ate need of revision. The machinery 
of change moves exceptionally 
slowly in this area. Until the 
changes occur, children with a real 
chance for a good life are having 
that chance removed from them.

Social workers with such youth 
and juvenile judges are painfully 
aware of the problem of housing 
youths whose offenses are very 
minor Most of these workers with 
youth would be grateful for rehabili­
tative assistance from a responsible 
group such as a church.

Consider having professional 
workers with juvenile offenders in 
minor crimes (one such crime is 
running away from home) hold train- 
ng sessions with families in your 

group (or the church). These fami­
nes would be trained to provide 
emergency homes for youths whose 
only other recourse for shelter 

would be an unmerited jail cell.
Such families would need to be 

carefully selected. Working with 
threatened, frightened youths takes 
patient understanding and a way 
with kids. But such families exist 
in every church. Such troubled 
youths in need of short-term homes 
do also. Work with the authorities in 
your area to establish a file of fami­
lies who ate ready to share their 
homes with needy youths when the 
judge calls. This is a tremendously 
preventive ministry which involves 
the willingness of a family to share 
their home for a few days at a time

Tape a Library
Tape recorders have become eas­

ily accessible in all segments of our 
society. Their potential for useful­
ness is unlimited. Consider having 
your organization purchase a fleet 
of cassette recorders and recording 
a library of tapes to be used by the 
mission action groups in your church 
to meet various needs In the com­
munity.

Small children who must lead 
confined lives because of illness or 
handicap would profit greatly from 
taped stories carried to them 
weekly. They enjoy operating the 
recorder and would find an extended 
world through the presentation of 
carefully chosen, well read chil­
dren’s stories on tape.

Though talking books are avail­
able in many communities, in other 
places they are difficult to obtain, 
or unobtainable in titles desired 
Consider the possibility of taping 
good adult books for the elderly and 
those who for various reasons can­
not read for themselves

The reborder could be utilized for 
the taping of a series of English 
conversation lessons These could 
be taken for intervals to non-English- 
speaking persons in the community, 
giving them a chance to obtain 
needed practice under convenient, 
yet controlled, circumstances

Many churches already utilize re­
corders for the purpose of recording 

sermons to distribute among shut- 
ins who are unable to attend the 
worship services. A similar idea is 
the taping of musical selections at 
choir practice, during a worship 
service, at a special program—or 
even having capable soloists in the 
church record a tape of favorite 
solos. Many who do not respond to 
the gospel when it is preached can 
be reached through the ministry of 
music. A portion of the musical 
tapes might include popular secular 
selections as well as sacred music.

Dare To Do Big Things
The projects suggested vary in 

scope. Your organization may wish 
to select more than one project to 
maximally utilize the talents and 
time of members and to give pros­
pects the opportunity to choose a 
project in line with their interests. 
Do not limit yourself to small 
thoughts. Whatever project you se­
lect. train carefully for its success, 
be aware of special challenges it 
might offer, be ready to meet them 
and learn from them, and be open 
to the very real possibility that if 
you are willing to stretch with it, a 
modest beginning can expand to en­
compass many lives and a scope 
you might not presently dream of 
through a mission action group.

Mrs David Tomlinson Is a public school 
teacher and homemaker living in Arling 
ton. Virginia
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L DIMENSIONS IN 
' MEMBERSHIP I

Laura Armstrong

further stated that the women tf 
1888 recognized the fundamental 
importance of missionary education 
for youth.

On many occasions In other ad­
dresses, she spoke of the necessity 
for prayer support of missions. She 
believed fervently In the weeks of 
prayer, special offerings, and the 
Cooperative Program as channels 
of support: and In the Importance 
of sending young, new missionaries 
into all parts of the world.

In the spring of 1926, long be­
fore Mrs. Armstrong became presi­
dent of WMU, she was appointed 
chairman of a special committee on 
tithing. In addition to producing the 
Tithing Record Card, the tlthers

pin and seel, the committee also 
M*md «• Mm of wtat totor b*- 
c*m» MwiMMti (tactomatlon Can- 
Ms tor young pMgto-

Mrs. Armstrong wm ow mindful 
of th* primary purpo** of Woman’s 
Missionary Union—the promotion 
of the missions Interests of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. In 
her first presidential m*iMge to the 
WMU In 1934, she said, “Whether 
It be enlistment efforts, meetings, 
programs, mission study, steward­
ship teaching, training of youth, 
local missions as expressed In per­
sonal service, each activity has as 
Its sole motive the ultimate promo­
tion of missions.'’

Because Mrs. Armstrong was a

wtonon wWi ototon, tow otod on 
wonwn to work m th*y hod nomr 
workod botorn. Sho rocognM th* 
potonttof of women working through 
th* orgonlution of Woman* Mis­
sionary Union. Knowing what hod 
transpired from Its baginning In 
1888, ah* wot optlmtottc tor Ito fu­
ture. She encouraged woman to 
pledge anew their allegiance to th* 
cause of mission* and to renew 
their vow to go forward, trusting 
that the lord would guide their en­
deavors.

What Mrs. Armstrong did during 
her lifetime continues to be tat In 
the lite of WMU and in the whole 
cause of missions for which the or­
ganization exists.

June Whitlow

Mrs. F. W. Armstrong served as 
president of Woman’s Missionary 
Union, Auxiliary to Southern Bap­
tist Convention, from 1933 until her 
death in 1945. Her term of service 
spanned some crisis years—from 
the depression through World War 
II. During those years she made sev­
eral contributions that were not only 
significant to Woman’s Missionary 
Union of her day, but also are sig­
nificant to Woman's Missionary 
Union today.

Mrs. Armstrong was especially 
gifted as a leader. In addition to 
serving as president of Missouri 
Woman’s Missionary Union, she was 
a member of the Executive Commit­
tee of the Missouri Baptist General 
Association. The first woman named 
for membership on the Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive Com­
mittee, she was elected to that com­
mittee for eighteen consecutive 
years. She also held membership on 
the Executive Committee of the 
Baptist World Alliance. ,

Those who worked with Mrs. 
Armstrong recognized her keen 
mind—a mind that could carry in 
sequence all the details of a report. 

She possessed a great dedl of legal 
knowledge, much of which she prob­
ably learned from her husband, 
Judge Armstrong. WMU is also in­
debted to Judge Armstrong for his 
wise counsel during the years in 
which his wife served as president.

The location of the WMU Training 
School in a congested area in Louis­
ville was one of the major problems 
which confronted Mrs. Armstrong. 
The choice of the suburban site 
which it occupied until its merger 
with the Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary was a perfect solu­
tion. She was a patient woman who 
was willing to study problems and 
propositions no matter how difficult 
they were.

As the daughter of a Baptist 
preacher, Laura Armstrong learned 
early the values of friendliness and 
cooperation. Through her contact 
with people the world over, she 
learned the true meaning of fellow­
ship. It was Mrs. Armstrong who sug­
gested the designation of $10,000 
of the Golden Jubilee offering to 
National Baptist women’s work to 
be used for institutes in Negro 
colleges and churches. She was in­
terested in providing opportunities 

for white and black women to meet 
together to discuss better methods 
of promoting missions. Mrs. Arm­
strong was confident that this was 
a step toward Christian biracial re­
lationships.

Shortly before her death, Mrs. 
Armstrong went to Washington as 
a member of the Relief Committee 
of the Baptist World Alliance to plan 
ways to help Baptists in Europe. 
She had long been packing boxes 
and writing articles to encourage 
women of the Southern baptist Con­
vention to help the European Bap­
tists who were in need.

Mrs. Armstrong was a firm be­
liever in mission support. In her 
Golden Jubilee message to the 
Woman’s Missionary Union she ad­
monished women to go forward in 
prayer, go forward In tithes and of­
ferings, go forward In the mission­
ary education of young people. She 
reminded them that the WMU was 
founded on prayer. She also re­
minded them that the purpose 
expressed in 1888 "to aid in collect­
ing funds for missionary purposes, 
to be disbursed by the Boards of 
the Southern Baptist Convention” 
was still their abiding purpose. She

COMMENTARY 
ON MEMBERSHIP

In 1945, when Miss Kathleen 
Mallory wrote of the death of Mrs. 
F. W. Armstrong, she said, "her life 
was truly a worthy work for God's 
glory.” Mrs. Armstrong’s life ex­
hibited member skills as well as 
those skills which equipped her for 
the work she did as a great WMU 
leader.

When reading about the life of 
Laura Armstrong, one is genuinely 
impressed with such descriptive 
characteristics as: warm personal­
ity, delightful sense of humor, 
Christian hospitality, remarkably 
consecrated life, friendliness, 
charm, poise, and graciousness.

She displayed member skills 
needed by Baptist women as she 
impressed new members with the 
value of expressing their opinions. 

She urged them not to permit their 
newness to keep them from sharing 
their ideas. She once said, "We are 
constantly refreshed by new things. 
Your new approach may prove a 
great and genuine blessing ... In 
love and understanding, with open 
minds, we shall listen one to an­
other.”

In her president’s message of 
1937, she said: “This is the prepara­
tion year for the Golden Jubilee of 
Woman's Missionary Union. Back 
of it, underlying It, motivating it 
is that greatest of all causes, Chris­
tian missions. The reason for the 
existence of this organization, the 
secret of its marvelous growth, the 
victories it records, its very achieve­
ment—all these are because it 
holds central and supreme this holy

Margaret Bruce

cause. We have a heritage of noble 
lives, nobly lived, of ideals and ac­
tivities that are a credit to us;'we 
have a heritage of dedicated youth, 
of missionary sharing of denomina­
tional co-operation. But more com­
pelling than all these is the cause 
itself. There is none other Name 
given under heaven or among men 
whereby men must be saved. The 
heritage of a NAME, powerful, vic­
torious, triumphant; the heritage 
of a promise, unchanging and eter­
nal! This Is the greatest heritage of 
this missionary organization, this its 
greatest incentive."

Because the name of Jesus Christ 
must be proclaimed every day, Bap­
tist Women members must continue 
to accept the responsibilities of 
membership.
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Drama Starter
Characters: Wanda, Jean, and 

Louise
(Enter Wanda)

Wanda: I have never been so 
lonely in my whole life. Why do I 
feel so depressed? I’ve got a wonder­
ful husband who loves me and pro­
vides everything for me. God has 
given us a healthy, handsome son. 
But I just can’t seem to make friends. 
The girls in my neighborhood seem 
to be nice, and I’d like to get to 
know them, but I just freeze when 
I’m around them. I guess I just don’t 
know how to make friends! (Moves 
slowly to back of platform.) 
(Enter Jean)

Jean: You know, Wanda is about 
the strangest girl I know. She has 
everything in the world a person 
could want, and yet she leaves me 
cold. She’s selfish, unfriendly—and 
has the best-looking clothes of any­
body in town. When I meet her in 
the supermarket, as I do occasionally, 
I’m glad when the conversation is 
over. Here I work my fingers to the 
bone with three children. Why, I 
hear her husband often brings her 
meals in bed! (Disgustedly moves to 
back of platform with her back to 
Wanda.)
(Enter Louise)

Louise: I’m worried about Wanda. 
The other day, as we worked to­

Women
Developing Sensitivity to Persons

Monte McMahan Clendinning

gether on a project, 1 sensed she was 
somewhat depressed. I never have 
felt particularly drawn to her, but I'm 
concerned about her. She doesn't 
seem to have many friends. I wonder 
if she has needs God could use ine 
to help meet. I don’t know whether 
she is a Christian or not. I’ll invite 
her over for coffee and try to get to 
know her better. (Walks to back of 
platform, faces Wanda.)

Persons with Needs
Which of these women was sensi­

tive to Wanda’s needs? One of them 
followed the example of Jesus (read 
Matthew 9:36).

Missionaries also follow the ex­
ample of Jesus. They try to discover 
the needs of individuals with whom 
they come in contact and show them 
how Christ can help meet those needs. 
Sometimes this happens through 
their actions. Missionaries attempt to 
develop a sensitivity to persons, try­
ing to see them through the eyes of 
Jesus, as they seek ways to share 
their faith.

One of the areas where mission­
aries are developing sensitivity is in 
Panama. Located between Central 
and South America, this region—a 
bit smaller than South Carolina— 
has been the scene of Baptist work 
through the Home Mission Board 
since 1905.

Off the Atlantic coast to the east 
are some 450 islands which form the 
San Blas (SAHN BLAHS) Islands. 
An association of churches in these 
islands is one of six in the Panama 
Baptist Convention. What are the 
needs of these island people for mis­
sionary work?

Education
Approximately 25,000 Indians, 

speaking the Cuna (KOO-na) lan­
guage, live on the fifty inhabited is­
lands. Their primitive mode of life 
reminds one of pre-historic days.

For centuries ignorance has been 
rampant. However, today education 
has come to the islands largely through 
the influence of Dr. and Mrs. Lonnie 
Iglesias and Peter Miller, Sr. Iglesias 
and Miller were won to Christ after 
study in the United States. They re­
turned to the islands and developed 
an alphabet for the Cuna language. 
Through the efforts of Wycliffe trans­
lators and the American Bible So­
ciety, many books in this language 
are available today. Dr. Iglesias is 
dead, but Mr. Miller continues to 
translate the Bible and other books. 
"The problem is,” Mr. Miller says, 
“to make the Word of God very 
simple so that the people can under­
stand.” Because of his translations of 
songs and hymns, all the San Blas 
churches now use a-Cun a songbook.

Mr. Mite is cumiiy devMophg • 
dictionary.

^InWSS work in tirt Sm BIm Is­

lands was placed under the direction 
of the Home Mbaion Board The 
Board recognized the great need tor 
medical work in the islands. Orga­
nized medicine did not begin until 
1964 when Dr. Rowland Icke visited 
the island of Ailigandi (ah-lee-gahn- 
DEE). With scanty equipment. Dr. 
Icke performed an appendectomy 
with only a kitchen table for an op­
erating table. Upon his return to Bal­
boa, Dr. Icke shared with his pastor 
his own concern that a hospital be 
built on the island. The pastor, Wil­
liam Beeby, of the First Baptist 
Church of Balboa Heights helped to 
secure money for construction and 
directed the building of the hospital 
now called the Marvel Iglesias Clinic.

At the same time, God was pre­
paring a young doctor, Dr. Daniel 
Gruver, to be a missionary to the In­
dians of this area. Dr. Gruver is now 
the director of this 70-bed clinic.

In the early days, many babies bom 
with a cleft lip were killed by moth­
ers who purposely neglected them. 
Dr. Gruver is able to perform sur­
gery to correct cleft lip conditions. 
By foot over the mountains and by 
boat along the river, increasingly 
large numbers of Cunas have come 
to the hospital. Sometimes the doc­
tor sees as many as 200 patients a 
day suffering from such diseases as 
malaria, leprosy, tuberculosis, and 
measles. Dr. Gruver’s program of vac­
cinating the islanders against measles 
was so successful that the Panamanian 
government asked him to help vac­
cinate the entire population of the 
country.

In addition, the missionary doctor 
cares for the dental needs of the 
islanders. According to Gruver’s esti­
mate, he has extracted over 10,000 
teeth in the last five years. Baptist 
dentists from the United States have 
paid their own expenses to the is­
lands to spend their vacations help­
ing with dental problems.

As the Indtam comm Io the hoe-

pfal «n». eMataa pomaa* daily 
A chaplain t>"» devotional moufn 
■ad talk* with patient*. Chmtian 
literature it provided. Deciaiom for
vnrni nave resulted.

Realizing that large numbers of 
individuals fear coming to the hos­
pital, Dr. Gruver has gone out to 
many of their villages. Often he has 
held combination medical clinics and 
revivals, enhancing the latter with ac­
cordion and flannelgraph presenta­
tions. Response to this dual ministry 
has been overwhelming.

Nutrition
Perhaps ode of the most exciting 

ventures on the island is the establish­
ment of a child-feeding center which 
grew out of the widespread need for 
prpper diet. Dr. Gruver directs this 
center with the cooperation of the 
island residents and their chiefs.

Dr. Carter Dobbs, a dentist from 
Calhotm City, Mississippi, who has 
recently returned from a second vaca­
tion service in the islands, comments 
on the center: “Three times a day 
over 200 children are served nutri­
tious foods, prepared by volunteers 
under the supervision of Gladys Riv- 
eria, the pastor’s daughter. The in­
creased health and vitality of the 
children is very obvious, especially 
when they are compared with the 
children of other islands.”

Increased knowledge of nutrition 
has suggested a greater need for grow­
ing food. On land given by the In­
dians, Dr. Gruver established a farm 
for the hospital. The farm teaches 
the people what they could be doing 
for themselves. Dr. Gruver and his 
staff grubbed out stumps and roots 
by hand so that the farm is now pro­
ducing vegetables for the hospital.

Concerned Helpers
In 1971 Dr. Gruver was recognized 

by the Minister of Health and the 

Panamanian government as Outstand­
ing Doctor of the Year. How could 
one missionary doctor accomplish so 

much? Helping him b a but 
dedicated, staff compnerd of netire*- 
als and none Naomi Page. Having 
worked In the hospital for five weeks 
one summer, Mbs Page returned in 
1968 as a US-2 worker. Now Ae b 
a regular missionary. When she real­
ized someone needed to know how to 
give anesthetics, she voluntarily went 
to Panama to secure additional train­
ing.

In addition to the regular staff, 
numbers of professional Baptist men 
have responded in vacation service. 
This growing number includes doc­
tors, dentists, and specialists in. agri­
culture and engineering.

Three years ago, a cotiple from the 
States installed the island’s first wa­
ter system. Now, not only does the 
hospital have running water, but also 
180 families have running water in. 
their homes. I

Religion
The Indians of the San Blas Is­

lands are responding to Christ. For 
many, such a decision is difficult. 
They have had their own Earth 
Mother religion for centuries. Some 
have questioned worship of the God 
of white men since in their -early 
history Indians were mistreated and 
almost exterminated by white ex­
plorers.

Yet the Cunas need a personal ex­
perience with God through Jesus 
Christ. Some place their confidence 
in medicine men who maintain that 
evil spirits can be driven away when 
one places under his hammock a large 
basket filled with metal bolts, wood, 
bones, and wooden idols.

Approximately 1,000 Baptists in 
the churches of the San Blas Islands 
are evidence of what can happen 
when God has individuals who are 
sensitive to the needs of persons.

Other Tribes with Needs
On the mainland of Panama, sensi­

tivity toward other primitive people 
is developing. In the Darien Province, 
near the Colombian border, live the 
colorful Choco (Cho-KO) Indians. 
The Pan-American Highway stops be-
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fan k rntta dm taiiNd, 
area. Panamanian preachers some- 
tones spend at many Os two to three 
weeks on short preaching missions to 
these Indians. There are some Chris­
tians among the Chocos; but because 
they are a migrant tribe, church de­
velopment is difficult. The Chocos 
have no written language. Work must 

j be done in Spanish. Baptists have be- 
' gun bringing outstanding Choco ffy’-

men into the seminary near Panama 
City in order to give them intensive 
training. They then return to help 
their own people.

Baptists have also begun to reach 
out to another primitive tribe in the 
Bocas del Toro Province. These In­
dians, known as Guaymi (Y-mee), 
have many of the same characteristics 
and needs as do the Chocos. They, 
too, are migrant; they live in isolated 
areas; and they, too, have no written 
language. Baptists are discovering 
leaders among these Indians and are 

them in leadership skills.
Someday the great Pan-American 

Highway will be completed. These 
totaled, interior areas will be opened 
to civilization. Progress will come. 
Christ will be communicated through 
the lives of Christians who have de- 

sensitivity to the needs of

©
Planning the 
Baptist Women 
Meeting

Hymn: “Hark, the Voice of Jesus 
Calling” (Baptist Hymnal, No. 440)

Scripture: John 15:12-27

Cai to Prayer: Clip pictures from 
magazines showing several kinds of 
needs that persons around the world 
have. Display t£ese pictures and lead 

women to identify possible needs. 
Explain that the needs identified are 
the obvious needs, the needs that can 
be seen at first glance. Ask members 

to specula* on poeaMa Ism obvious 
needs in the lives of the people por- 
trayeo. Kcmura manoan umk wwa* 
sknaries who share their faith must 
be sensitive to both the obvious and 
the disguised needs of persons. Ask 
one member to lead a prayer for the 
missionaries listed on the calendar of 
prayer, requesting that they be sensi­
tive to the persons they meet.

Organizatfou Plans
1. Ask the mission action chair­

man to introduce the mission action 
projects available for member par­
ticipation in April. Lead members 
and prospects to sign up for projects.

2. Preview the Baptist Women 
meeting for May. Display a poster 
on which is lettered the question, 
Who will live in the 51st state? Ask 
members to suggest answers. Then 
invite members to the next Baptist 
Women meeting to visit Puerto Rico, 
the US territory that may be a future 
candidate for statehood.

Study Session
1. Understanding the Aim

With this session we begin a series 
of three studies designed to explore 
principles of faith sharing:
Session 1—Developing a Sensitivity 

to Persons
Session 2—Seeing Life from the 

Other Side
Session 3—Relying on the Holy 

Spirit
Today’s session focuses attention 

on the faith sharing of missionaries 
in Panama. As we examine the ways 
these missionaries share their faith, 
we will see that such sharing grows 
out of their sensitivity to the needs 
of the Panamanians.

As a result of today’s study, mem­
bers should be able to increase their 
effectiveness in witnessing as they 
develop greater sensitivity to the 
needs of others.

2. Choosing Learning Methods
(1) Listening Teams—Ask six 

members to be ready to relate content 
material according to topics. Follow­
ing the drama.starter, divide members 

into two groups. Adir^toi* 
Ibtoc for Midi of people la »-— 
Ask group two to Ibiea for ways uto- 
sionaries helped to meet thorn reads. 
Reports win bo given at the dost of 
the session.

(2) Question-answer Panel—Fo*. 
lowing the drama starter, lead mem- 
bers to answer three questions: Which 
of these women was sensitive to 
Wanda's needs? How did she show 
it? What did she plan to do?

Begin study by introducing the 
topic of today's session in relation to 
the unit's study.

Ask six members, seated infor­
mally before the group, to share lesson 
content as if they were professionals 
who had returned from vacation ser­
vice in Panama.

3. Using Learning Aids
(1) Prepare a poster to be used 

for three months that relates monthly 
studies to the general theme, faith 
sharing.

(2) Order these free materials 
from the Home Mission Board, 1350 
Spring Street, N.W., Atlanta, Georgia 
30309: pamphlet, “Panama, Cross­
roads of the World’’; map of home 
missions fields.

Display the pamphlet and the map 
during the study session, marking the 
areas discussed with a felt-tip pen.

4. Evaluating the Study
Allow time for the two listening 

teams to report. If teams are not 
used, lead women to recall the needs 
mentioned and the ways missionaries 
helped to meet these needs, often 
opening doors to share Christ. In­
clude the needs that result from 
ignorance, illness, malnutrition, super­
stition, and isolation.

5. Planning for Follow-through
Distribute 3 by 5 cards and pen­

cils. Ask each member to write the 
name of one non-Christian she is 
working with in mission action. Ask 
her to list as many needs as possible 
of this individual.

Introduce the 16-page booklet, 
Faith Sharing in Mission Action

(see WMU order form, p. 4S). When 
you haw explained toe purpose of 
the booklet (page 1 of toe booklet), 
distribute these to members to take

Mme for tadipoafsnt study. (V 
foto are mi avalabta to purchase 
a copy of tote booklet for each mem­
ber, encourage women to buy their

own copies. You may wish to Mw 
a quantity on hand for sale.)

Mn. Pat Cltndianing it« homemaker from 
Atlanta, Georgia.

ARE YOU LOOKING...
for specific answers to the questions you have about sharing your 
faith through mission action? Read the situation described below, 
answer the question that follows, and compare your answer with 
the analysis given.

Situation
Mrs. Wayland has delivered clothes and secured a tutor for the ten-year- 

old Thomas son. Today she dropped by to be sure the Thomas baby was 
better. Mr. Thomas, an alcoholic, was now in a treatment center. "Mrs. Way- 
land, why are you doing so much for us? There's no way we can ever pay 
yod back," Mrs. Thomas greeted her tearfully. The response was easy. "Be­
cause I love you with a love given to me by Jesus Christ. Do you know who 
Jesus Is, Mrs. Thomas?"

Was this a good opportunity to talk of Jesus? Explain.

Analysis
Yus. Such openings are frequent in mission action activities. The mission 

action participant must bo prepared to answer openly and clearly. How far 
sM con go will depend on the response sho is given. She must bo sensitive 
to embarrassment, courteous listening, and gonuino interest

This is an example of the kind of concrete practical situation 
explored in the individual study guide Faith Sharing in Mission 
Action. Order your copy today. See WMU order form, page 48, 
for further instructions.
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Current Missions Groups
Missions and Language Problems

Session I: While They Learn
Sunnye Dykes Jones

Mirror Meditation
Lord, can’t you make it a little 

easier? I know you called us to serve 
as missionaries in this distant land, 
but language study is so hard. We’ve 
been in language school for months 
and seem to be making so little 
progress.

Oh, yes, I can say a few words of 
greeting, and even recognize enough 
Words in the paper to understand 
some of what I read, but I can’t really 
communicate.

I strain every nerve in my body, 
listening to conversations. Everyone 
talks so fast. They blur their syllables 
and run their words together. Then 
when they turn to me for response 
to what they've said, I stand dumb­
founded. I know I appear ignorant 
and slow. It's as though I’ve been 
stripped naked of all previous train­
ing, degrees, and experience.

I suppose this language difficulty 
is a blow to my personality. I feel 
threatened on every hand. The mo­
ment I step out our front door, the 
new language punctures my hearing, 
reminding me of the strangeness of 
this my new life. As I sit in church, 

I can’t understand what is being said. 
Buying a personal item in a depart­

ment store becomes a majdr under­
taking.

Even when I try to speak, I’m never 
quite sure whether or not I’m getting 
through to someone. The strain of 
it, the constant concentration, makes 
me feel tired all the time.

There are days when I want to 
run and hide. Yes, hide with some 
familiar place or thing or smell.

Today, Lord, there are many 
doubts. Can’t you make it a little 
easier?

Trauma and Transition
Acquiring the new lahgUage is 

frighteningly personal. No matter how 
much sympathy one receives froth 
teacher or classmates, learning to 

speak the new language is something 
everyone must do for himself. Loom­
ing like a giant specter in the mind 
of the missionary is the knowledge 
that, if he does not learn the language, 
he will be limited in his effectiveness.

Trauma, fear, frustration, and em­
barrassment accompany the transition 
from one tongue to another. These 
are naturally a part of the language 
switch. All the traditional and psy­
chological cues or props for com­
munication are gone. Many times a 

wife will have greater aptitude in lan­
guage learning than the husband. 
Children often assimilate the lan­
guage and customs more quickly than 
do the parents.

Family adjustments to a new cli­
mate, accompanying illnesses, new 
babies, and financial difficulties all 
add to personal frustration. Previous 
accomplishments seem to fade in con­
frontation with failure to communi­
cate in the foreign language. Some­
times, resulting frustration demands 
reprisal. So the language student 
strikes out at family, classmates, 
teacher, or even the school. Even­
tually, the language-learning process 
tests the flexibility of most students.

Dr. Grayson Tennison, missionary 
to Portugal, says, “ ‘Oh to become a 
child again’ might be poetic, but as 
an adult who must become a child 
again in learning to talk in another 
language, the experience is far from 
pleasant.

“First there is the problem of the 
ear. Strange and unfamiliar sounds 
play havoc with the tone patterns and 
syllable structures to which one has 
grown accustomed. Then there is the 
problem of the tongue; it seems thick 
and uncontrollable as one tries to 

manipulate the fine twtot* end delicate 
flip* these foreign sounds demand. 
To hear a two- or three-year-oid na­
tive child glide along with fluency, 
when you go into contortions to pro­
duce a poor imitation of what he has 
said, requires a special degree of 
grace to endure. Language study is 
the deflating experience of hearing no 
a million times amid the struggle to 
imitate sounds. ‘No, not that way! 
Repeat after me,’ the teacher says 
with what must be a feeling of real 
disgust at the slowness of her pupil.”

How, then, does this seemingly 
inept pupil learn to tell the old, old 
story in the new tongue with success?

Language Orientation
Many foreign missionaries today 

have a head start in language study 
because of the introduction to lin­
guistics they receive as a part of the 
12-week orientation provided by the 
Foreign Mission Board. Here, the 
missionary is confronted with the 
structural differences between lan­
guages. He is led to produce a variety 
of sounds and tonal inflections. Pri­
marily, he is made aware of his speech 
mechanism; and is thus prepared for 
later study in tys target language.

Formal Language Schools
Foreign Missions. For some of 

the world’s dominant languages, well- 
developed programs of language study 
are available. For instance, foreign 
missionaries of several denominations, 
including Southern Baptists, headed 
for Spanish-language countries of 
Latin America study at the Spanish 
Language Institute (Institute de Len- 
gua Espanola) in San Jose, Costa 
Rica.

The institute functions on a tri­
mester system with three four-month 
instructional periods a year. Upon 
entering, students are given a modem 
language aptitude test and placed in 

a group working on their level. Teach­
ing in all courses is done in Spanish 
by an exclusively Latin American 
faculty.

Since most of the textbook mate­
rials are also produced on tape, the
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tape recorder becomes a primary 
learning device. A language lab to 
also available for the student’s use.

Formal language study often fol­
lows a rigid schedule and seldom 
leaves time for other activities. Fam­
ily time, recreation, and church lead­
ership positions frequently must wait 
until language school is completed. 
Added to these factors, students in 
language school often feel tremendous 
pressure to keep up with their class­
mates.

Home Missions. Home mission­
aries appointed to work with Spanish­
speaking people may study at the 
Mexican Baptist Bible Institute in San 
Antonio, Texas. According to the 
president, Dr. H. B. Ramsour, nearly 
sixty of the students who have been 
enrolled in the language school have 
been appointees of the Home Mission 
Board.

"The course of study is an inten­
sive, accelerated one. Students have 
five hours of class work per day, five 
days a week for nine months. Besides 
the class work they are given two or 
three hours of homework per day 
and are required to spend as much 
time as possible in a Spanish-speaking 
environment. This environment is 
provided by the faculty and students 
of the institute during the week and 
by Spanish-speaking churches on 
Sunday,” adds Dr. Ramsour.

The home missionary, like the for­
eign missionary, has in most cases 
served as a pastor or leader in some 
religious vocation. He has occupied 
places of administrative responsibility, 
often with a great deal of indepen­
dence and personal freedom, and sud­
denly finds himself placed in an en­
tirely new environment with many 
liberties restricted or altered.

Frequently, living conditions have 
to be adjusted because many students 
have to return to a salary scale much 
lower than that to which they have 
become accustomed

"To be able to overcome much of 
the frustration that the language prob­
lem presents depends a great deal on 
the personal motivation, previous 
preparation, proper orientation, and 

the uninhibited purticiputkm of the 
individual” says Dr. Ramsour.

Home missionary Martha DeGuire 
relates, “If any one thing would have 
made me resign my appointment by 
the Home Mission Board, it would 
have been language school. That was 
one of the most difficult periods in 
my whole life."

Single TuMds
For most of the lesser-known lan­

guages of the world, materials for 
learning the language are inadequate 
or non-existent; and teachers or tutors 
are often untrained and inexperienced.

One of the first problems confront­
ing a new missionary upon arrival in 
a country where there is no formal 
language school is setting up a lan­
guage-learning situation. Mrs. J. M. 
Terry, missionary to Laos, recal 
"When my husband and I first beg 
studying the Lao language we had 
use our home. This was far from 
ideal, because other household ac­
tivities had to go on. Although we had 
a maid to care for our children when 
we studied, the situation proved less 
than ideal. The Lao are very good 
with children, but tend to be per­
missive. They could not understand 
any reason why our children could 
not play right in the middle of our 
study.”

Finding a qualified teacher proved 
to be a major problem for Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Burkwall, missionaries to 
Zambia. The Burkwalls are the first 
Southern Baptist missionaries to study 
the Lunda language. Even more dif­
ficult than locating a tutor was the 
task of locating a lesson guide. Using 
a Swahili book prepared by the US 
government for the Peace Corps, 
they chose appropriate lessons, re­
arranged them to suit their needs, and 
then had their helper translate them 
into Lunda. Fay relates, “Would 
you believe that there arc over twenty 
ways to say this and that in the 
Lunda language!”

She tells that during their informal 
sessions they learned a lot about the 
customs and cultures—circumcision 
rites, diviners, witchcraft, chiefs and
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tribal relationship*, eating habits, 
gestures and their meanings, wort of 
men and women, and the Landa 
view of God.

Some of the tension and frustra­
tion that accompanies language study 
often has its effect on the members 
of the family. Mrs. Isam E. Ballen­
ger, missionary living in Germany 
caught up in a struggle with the Ger­
man language, had special appmeta- 
tion for the conversation she over­
heard between her son and his 
four-year-old sister. The two were in 
a serious discussion of death.

“You need not be afraid to die,” 
declared John Stewart, “for when 
you die you just go to live with 
God.”

Beth was silent for a moment. 
Then out of the depths of her own 
experience she responded, “I do hope 
that God speaks English.”

The God of the Lunda, the Lao, 
and the Puerto Rican speaks the lan­
guage of love. The burden for pray­
ing for these caught up in the 
personal struggle to gain language 
skills in order to share this mar­
velous love story is our task.

Planning the 
Current Missions 
Group Meeting

Study Session
1. Understanding the Aim

This month begins a three-session 
unit on missions and language prob­
lems. At the conclusion of this unit, 
members should be better prepared 
to pray with understanding of the 
situations in which a missionary finds 
himself during language study, the 
embarrassments of miscommunication, 
and the life commitment to language 
learning.

This study focuses on the mis­
sionary in language study. At the 
conclusion, members should be con­
scious of the necessity, methods, frus­
trations, and often, humiliation of 
language study. Increased awareness 

should enable members to pray with 
greater compassion and understand­
ing and enable members to identify 
with the missionary Io the point of 
being willing to endure some of the 
discomforts and inconveniences serv­
ing God often imposes in her own 
community.
2. Choosing Learning Methods

(1) As a thought provoker, use 
the opening meditation as a mono­
logue. Seat an individual with head 
bent in meditation before a table. 
For a special effect, shine a small 
spotlight on the figure in such a 
way as to cast the shadow of the bent 
figure on the wall. To establish a 
reflective mood, ask a pianist to play 
softly the hymn, “I Need Thee Every 
Hour” (Baptist Hymnal, No. 334).

Request members to read the study 
material before the meeting. Divide 
the group into buzz groups to dis­
cuss the following topics:

• What are some of the circum­
stances or situations that contribute 
to the trauma and transition of the 
language switch? (Trauma and Tran­
sition)

• What are some of the ways a 
foreign missionary is prepared to 
learn a new language? (Language 
Orientation)

• Discuss two ways mentioned in 
the study material by which mission­
ary appointees may study the lan­
guage. Give some of the advantages 
and disadvantages of both. (See For­
mal Language Schools and Single 
Tutorials)

(2) As an alternate plan, establish 
a situation in which a new mission­
ary informally discusses with several 
veteran missionaries questions she 
has concerning language study. Ques­
tions the missionary may ask:

• My husband and I have been 
called to a Spanish-speaking country 
in South America. Our first concern 
now will be to learn the language. 
What are some of the problems we 
can expect to face?

• Does a missionary get any ad­
vance help in making the language 
switch?

• I understand we will be studying

Sprotob ta Cm Mm. Watt w . 
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• Suppou the corny <• wkk* I' 
was assigned had no formal language 
school?

(3) If there are farioo^hg mb- 
sionaries in your area, with a cassette 
tape recorder interview them con­
cerning the necessity, methods, prob­
lems, and frustrations of learning a 
new language and culture. Condude 
the study session with the question. 
What new insights have you gained 
on language study from this study?
3. Using Learning Aids

(1) Arrange for a spotlight and 
table to be used in the meditation.

(2) Prepare a poster with John 
3:16 written in Spanish: “Porque 
de tai manera amd Dios al mundo, 
quc ha dado d su Hijo unigtnito, 
para que todo aqucl que en 61 cree, 
no se pierda, mas tenga vida etema." 
(S. Juan 3:16)
4. Evaluating the Study

Ask members to take this self-test: 
Because of this study experience 

do you better understand the condi­
tions and circumstances of mission­
aries in language study ... are you 
better prepared to pray?

If God should call you upon re­
tirement or during a vacation period 
to serve in the Christian Service 
Corps or as a missionary associate, 
would you be willing to change your 
location and life-style?

Because God loves you just as you 
are, are you willing to love and accept 
others just as they are?
5. Planning for Follow-through

Consider one of the following:
• Become acquainted with an in­

dividual who speaks another lan­
guage

• Begin a ministry to internation­

als.
• Make a literacy survey.
• Make a survey of deaf individ­

uals in preparation for beginning a 

deaf ministry.
Mrs. Bullard Jones Is a homemaker from 

Morgan City. Louisiana.

Bible Study Groups
The Way of the Cross

Passage for Study: Mark 8:31 to 
9:50

The Diadphs Are Prepared
The climax of Jesus' mission to 

save the world was his atoning death 
and resurrection. To those who be­
held his crucifixion, however, it 
looked like defeat. The possibility 
of his rising from the dead was so 
incredible it was not anticipated.

Long before these events, the Lord 
had begun to prepare his disciples 
to understand them when they did oc­
cur. Without a clear insight into their 
meaning, the redeeming gospel Chris­
tians are commissioned to proclaim 
to all the world simply cannot be 
grasped. To us who have experienced 
the power of the cross and the empty 
tomb, it is hard to realize what utterly 
new and perplexing ideas these were 
to those who walked the dusty roads 
of Galilee with Jesus. For a long 
time, they simply could not compre­
hend.

No wonder Peter rebuked Jesus for 
saying he would be murdered by the 
leaders of Judaism. Peter had just 
affirmed his belief that Jesus was 
the Christ. To Jews that meant he 
would become a king like David, rul­
ing the nations of the earth from 
his throne in Jerusalem. With such 
political and materialistic expecta­

Tucker N. Callaway

tions the disciples could only look 
upon his execution as a denial of 
his Christhood.

If it was so difficult for those who 
shared his incarnation ministry to 
see past material values in the 
spiritual promise of his death and 
resurrection, it is not surprising that 
people with religious backgrounds of 
Buddhism, Hinduism, or animism 
should be slow to lay hold upon the 
saving significance of his death and 
resurrection. Missionaries to persons 
of other faiths must, like Jesus, pa­
tiently teach these two centralities 
until with the Holy Spirit's help the 
light of understanding dawns.

The Cructflxioa Message
The essential meaning of Calvary 

is found in Gethsemane. There Jesus 
prayed, “Not my will, but thine, be 
done.” The measure of love is what 
one is willing to give for his beloved. 
Jesus loved God supremely; there­
fore, he was willing to surrender 
everything to him. Although his own 
human desire was to go on living, 
he freely chose to drink the cup of 
death because the Father willed it.

In Jesus' act of ultimate obedience 
we see revealed what our own lives 
are all about. Sin is wilful disobedi­
ence to God; to be saved from sin 
means to be brought into a life 
of harmonious submission to him. 
The process of salvation is that of 

being recreated by the Holy Spirit's 
power into the image of the per­
fectly obedient one, Jesus himselL 
When we truly pray the Gethsemane 
prayer, the self-denying. God-affirm­
ing things we do as a consequence 
are our Golgotha. To take up our 
cross and follow Jesus means pre­
cisely this.

As 1 write, my wife and I are 
just back from interviews at the 
Foreign Mission Board during which 
we made the decision to take a teach­
ing job in Liberia. That decision had 
behind it many days of praying the 
Gethsemane prayer. We are now liv­
ing in a pleasant suburb of San 
Francisco, California. We have no 
personal desire to leave this ideal 
climate and stimulating center of 
cosmopolitan culture for the heat, 
the insects, or the primitive living 
conditions of a small town in tropical 
Africa. But, with the Holy Spirit’s 
help, we have prayed that God will 
put to death our selfish desires in 
order that his purpose may be ful­
filled in us. In our case, taking up 
the cross will mean giving ourselves 
to the work in Liberia. Knowing we 
could stay, we go. One way or 
another, all who are called to the 
world mission of Christ must to some 
degree lose their own lives for his 
sake.

The wonderful thing is this: when­
ever self-death is freely and lovingly
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practiced, God creates from it new 
life. The seed which f^lBs into the 
ground and submits to the'dissdution 
of its own individuality germinates 
new plants.

For the Jews of Jesus* day there 
were no greater prophets of God than 
Moses and Elijah. When Peteruw 
his Lord in the presence of these 

two majestic figures, his conviction 
that Jesus was as great as they was 
confirmed. His suggestion to build 
three booths, one for each, implied 
these men were one of a kind to be 
treated equally.

The voice from heaven set things 
straight: "This is my beloved Son: 
hear him." Jesus was not merely 
another great religious leader; he 
was the only son of God. The perfect 
revelation of God’s will was in him 
alone. As Jesus said, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father . . ." 
"No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” The religion of Moses and 
Elijah was legalistic: their emphasis 
had been upon man’s efforts to 
achieve worthiness to receive salvation 
by obeying the law. Jesus reversed 
this by revealing that salvation and 
good works are possible only when 
man gives up his own self-centered 
striving and relies completely upon 
God’s power. We are saved by grace, 
through faith, unto good works.

One of the greatest barriers to 
accepting Christ encountered by for­
eign missionaries is the belief held 
by people of many other religious 
traditions that all faiths are essen­
tially the same, merely alternative 
paths to the peak of the same moun­
tain. The voice of God on the Mount 
of Transfiguration indicates once and 
for all the error of this view. Jesus 
is not a way, but the way. “There 
is none other name under heaven . . . 
whereby we must be saved.”

The Epileptic Healed Through Faith
Jesus was able to call forth in 

the sick a confidence opening them 
and their loved ones to the flow of 
celestial power which flushed out 

the demons and left the recipients 
cleansed and whole. When mission­
aries are filled with the Holy Spirit, 
they are enabled to engender a sim­
ilar trust and see similar results. When 
meeting needy ones whose faith is 
diluted with doubt, the God-inspired 
certainty of the missionary in the 
availability of the transforming power 
will tilt the scales on the side of ef­
ficacious faith. Even in everyday 
affairs a person with great confidence 
can kindle confidence in those about 
him, enabling them to do things they 
had not thought possible. How much 
more, then, can this be done when 
the source of assurance is the Holy 
Spirit of Christ embodied in his pray­
ing servants. If the missionary himself 
is uncertain and empty he can be 
of no more help than were the dis­
ciples in their prayerless attempt to 
heal the epileptic.

True Greatness
How slow the disciples were to 

learn even the rudiments of the way 
of the cross. They were motivated 
by competitiveness, each wanting a 
position superior to that of others. 
No wonder they had been unable to 
mediate healing faith to the father 
who both believed and did not be­
lieve. The Holy Spirit’s power is love. 
Love is the longing to help others 
for their own sake with no desire for 
praise. The measure of a Christian's 
greatness is the degree to which his 
deeds are controlled by Christ’s spirit. 
“By their fruits ye shall know them." 
Surrender unto service is subordina­
tion of self-will to the divine will; 
hence, is the way of the cross. There 
is no other greatness.

Often on the missions field the 
language of Spirit-inspired service 
will be heard more clearly than 
speech. One of the first converts God 
gave me when I was a missionary 
in Japan came in response to my ef­
forts to help him learn English. At 
the time, 1 could say little more in 
Japanese than ohaiyo gozaimasu 
(good morning) and arigato gozai­
masu (thank you); his English was 
too limited to understand my explana- 

lion o< the ptoaotuiwxMiHtin*. 
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Who could want atty greater “great­
ness" dun to be used by Christ In 
such a way!

Dr. Callaway is currently serving as a 
missionary in Liberia.

Planning the 
Bible Study 
Group Meeting

Rachel Merrill

Study Scarfou
1. Understanding the Aim

For several months our study of 
Mark has shown us how Jesus taught 
his disciples to minister by being 
their example in word and deed. In 
this study he begins to prepare them 
for the difficult time of his death and 
resurrection. After study of this ma­
terial, we should have an understand­
ing of the truths Jesus presented his 
disciples and an understanding of the 
difficulty they had in comprehending 
these truths.

2. Choosing Learning Methods
Since issues covered in Mark 8:31 

to 9:13 are best understood in re­
lationship to Jewish tradition, make 
assignments in advance. For Mark 
8:31-38 have one member research 
the Jewish beliefs about the Messiah. 
In her report to the group she should 
relate these beliefs, showing how 
Jesus’ actions differed from those 
traditionally expected. Lead the group 
in a discussion of the difficulties this 

situation presented to the disciples.

Another member should rmimcfa 
the background of Mrt 9:1-13, es­
pecially considering the rriationdhip 
of Elijah to the coming flt the Mee- 
siah. Present this materiel, e^hsrii- 
ing the idea that Jem was pottewtiy 
teaching even though the diedgiee 
could not yet understand. Emphasise 
how the transfiguration showed God’s 
approval of Jesus and his teachings. 
Then use the Bible study comments 
on the preceding page to illustrate 
how all these verses relate to the 
Christian mission today.

To study Mark 9:14-29, compare 
this healing incident to those recently 
studied. Point out how the element 
of faith was lacking in the disciples. 
After his anguish in verse 19, how 
did Jesus respond to the situation? 
Use the Bible study comments of the 
preceding page to discuss the role 
of faith in the effectiveness of mis­
sions today.

For a study of Mark 9:30-50, list 
on posters or chalkboard the truths 
taught by Jesus in these verses. For 
example:

• Seek service over personal gain.
• Render service to those who need 

help.
• Realize God uses methods we 

may not understand.
• Kindness shown to Christians is 

rewarded.
• To sin is bad; to cause others to 

sin is worse.
• Christians are to be a purifying, 

preserving, and enriching influence.
Select a panel in advance, asking 

them to discuss how these truths op­
erate in our lives today.

3. Using Learning Aids
Bible study helps like William 

Barclay's The Daily Study Bible or 
a Bible encyclopedia are needed for 
background material on Jewish tradi­
tion. Posters or a chalkboard are 
needed to display the list of truths.

4 Evaluating the Study
Evaluate this study in light of your 

own experience.
For an understanding of the dis­

ciples’ problem, have each member 
search her life to find an instance 
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5. Planning for Follow-through
Prayerfully consider the truths 

Jesus taught in this study. Choose 
the one most difficult for you and 
resolve to work on it.

Pray for an increase in understand­
ing in your own life and in the lives 
of others.

Look for places of service with­
out thought about personal glory.

Study your church and determine 
whether leadership is synonymous 
with service or personal recognition.

Pray about any of your personal 
habits that might be a hindrance to 
others.

Related Activities
Call to Prayer. Choose several of 

the verses in the Scripture passage 
for study to be related to specific 

prayer requests for the missionaries 
listed on the calendar of prayer. Type 

a verse, a prayer request, and a mis­
sionary name on an index card for 
each member. In a period of silent 
prayer, ask members to pray for the 
assigned missionaries.

Preview Baptist Women Meeting. 
Invite members on a trip to Puerto 
Rico. From your local travel bureau 
obtain information on flights that 
your group might take. When you 
have relayed this information, tell 
members that a less expensive trip 
might be planned to the Baptist 
Women meeting in May to study 
Puerto Rico.

Mrs. Thomas Merrill is a homemaker 
from Birmingham, Alabama.
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SOb.Books for Missions 
tOS£L - Reading

What’s It Like to Live in 
| v Another Country?

Session 1: Living in Europe

Shirley Forsen

Aim: What conditions in Europe have 
influenced human rights and religious 
liberties?

Introduction
Where is the center of Roman 

Catholicism today? Where did Hitler 
and the Nazi regime primarily rule? 
In what continent, with no Com­
munist states before 1916, do one- 
half of the people live under 
Communist governments? The answer 
to all three questions is Europe.

What has been the effect of Cath­
olic, Nazi, and Communist power 
struggles on human rights and reli­
gious liberties? First of all, Catholicism 
became the religion of thousands of 
people in Europe. And as the religion 
became more and more traditional, 
people were given fewer and fewer 
choices to make in their churches. As 
infants, they were baptized into the 
church. As children, they were taught 
the Catholic dogmas which were de­
fined by the Council of Trent in 1563. 
These dogmas were to be promul­
gated by the pope and not to be 
annulled by any authority. They could 
be reinterpreted, but this was not done 
until 1950.

In France, the Nazi regime abol­
ished rights and religious liberties of 
Jews and certain Frenchmen. When 
the Nazis occupied France, laws were 

made against all “foreigners” living 
there, most of whom were Jewish. 
Every Jew had to have “Jew" 
stamped on his identification and food 
ration cards. All possessions could 
be taken from him. Then he could 
be interned in a horrible camp. Some 
exceptions were made as to who 
would be sent to these camps. But 
many times children, the sick, and 
the elderly waited in despicable bar­
racks, only to be piled high into 
trucks to be taken to a cremation 
oven.

There are some demands of Com­
munism to which there can be no 
resistance. First, the individual is 
important only for what he can do 
for the party. Second, the word of 
the party is the singular truth. Third, 
service to the party is the one stan­
dard for all behavior. The people be­
come puppets, ready to obey any 
order. This is their honored duty.

Books for Reading and Study
Hidden Rainbow by Christmas Carol 

Kauffman (Moody Press, 1963) 
$1.35*

God's Underground edited by Emile 
C. Fabre (The Bethany Press, 
1970) $3.95*

Behind the Wall by Robert E. A. Lee 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 
1964) $3.50*
Materials available free from For­

eign Mission Board Literature, P. O.

< •' >

Box 6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230:
Map of Europe
Leaflet, “Baptists in Germany: 

Breaking through Walls”

Hidden Rainbow is a true story 
told by the Olesh family to the au­
thor. This family had lived in Yugo­
slavia in the early 1900’s, but had 
come later to America. Their hidden 
rainbow, God’s providence and care, 
arched from Yugoslavia to the United 
States.

John and Anna Olesh were a young 
Catholic couple. Being poor vege­
table farmers like the others in their 
community, they worked hard to sup­
port themselves.

One evening an unexpected visitor, 
an evangelical missionary, came to 
their house. They became uneasy by 
his presence in their home and his 
offer to give them a New Testament.

The missionary’s words from the 
Bible kept going through Anna’s 
mind. She wanted to talk more with 

the missionary. Taking a New Testa­
ment secretly, she and John read it 
and decided to accept Christ in faith, 
no matter what the cost.

The remainder of the book recounts 
the antagonism of the community, the 

problems brought by war and poverty, 
and the Lord’s guidance through the 

trials the young couple faced.
God's Underground is a book of 

true accounts written by moral M»- 
ben of CIMADE, a group of Praweh 
Protectants who risked (Mr Im to 
help both French and Jewish people 
in prison camp.

Most of these people had done 
absolutely nothing to make the gov­
ernment suspicions of them, but the 
treatment they received was inhuman. 
Many of them starved to death, and 
more would have if it had not been 
for CIMADE. A bar of soap was a 
rarity; and prisoners fought over the 
lid of a tin can to heat a little bit of 
food over a fire. Late at night people 
were jerked out of bed to be taken 
to their deaths.

CIMADE members did whatever 
they could to let these people know 
that someone cared about them. They 
hunted and begged for food, held 
religious services, and worked into 
the wee hours in the morning. Often 
they volunteered to ride in the trucks 
with the condemned as far as they 
could go. Ways were planned to get 
prisoners to Switzerland. In doing 
these things some were arrested and 
condemned to die.

The third book, Behind the Wall, 
is documented with actual observa­
tions of the author when he traveled 
throughout Germany.

The main character, Werner Hirn, 
is a young businessman in West Ger­
many who decides to date a girl in 
East Germany. He is a nominal 
church member, and she is a very 
devoted member of the Communist 
party. When Lise decides she wants 
to leave the party, she confesses to 
Werner her desire to escape.

On Werner’s second trip to see 
Lise, the authorities suspect him of 
being a spy. He is stripped, searched, 
and interrogated. Not finding any 
evidence, they permit him to enter 
East Germany again. He not only 
wants to see Lise, but he also plans 
to talk with a daughter of his West 
German neighbor. He has informa­
tion about a plan for her escape 
with her children.

Frau Spier, the neighbor’s daughter, 
is the wife of a former doctor. He 
had stayed to work in the hospitals 

b>8—» to may other doctors bad 
left, but h« dtod of a brain tumor. 
Frau Spier had lost all hope of ever 
eeeiag her loved ones again and lived 
in constant fear of the authorities. 
Because the children did not want 
anything to do with the youth Com­
munist organizations, they were ridi­
culed at school and given special work 
assignments that kept them up late 
at night. They were also refused fur­
ther education in the higher schools.

The women, full of faith, decided 
to go through with plans to escape, 
realizing the limited possibilities of 
success.

Approaches io Study
These books lend themselves to 

impersonations. For Hidden Rainbow, 
one member might pretend she is 
Anna Olesh and tell her life story. 
She should emphasize the influence 
of Catholicism. Or several members 
might like to act out some of the 
dramatic scenes in the book. Chap­
ters might be assigned to members 
for dramatization. Costumes and 
properties would add to the effec­
tiveness of the presentation.

Before the presentation, ask the 
group to listen for ways that Anna’s 
life was affected by Catholicism. After 
the presentation, list and discuss how 
family members were affected spiri­
tually, socially, and economically.

Discuss Baptist progress in Cath­
olic countries in Europe. For informa­
tion see “Know Your Baptist Mis­
sions ’73” (available after March 15, 
free upon request from Foreign Mis­
sion Board Literature, P. O. Box 
6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230) 
and the 1972 adult Graded series 
book, Europe ... A Mission Field? 
(available from Baptist Book Store) 
by J. D. Hughey.

To present God’s Underground, a 
number of members could act as if 
they were members of CIMADE and 
were writing letters to the editor of 
the book.

After the presentation, discuss the 
laws made primarily against the Jews. 
What human rights and religious 
liberties were violated?

DtocuM the Mlowtag quntillw 
from the book: “To be the people of 
God is decidedly not to have a (heller 
out of reach and a resting place here 
on earth in groan pastures. It is to 
advance into the midst of pate and 
injustice, hands and heart dirty, and 
voluntarily in communion with those 
who are oppressed.”

Discuss what progress Baptists 
have made in France and other Prot­
estant countries in Europe. For in­
formation see “Know Your Baptist 
Missions ’73” and Europe ... A 
Mission Field?

To present Behind the Wall, two 
women might impersonate Lise and 
Frau Spier. They could tell their 
stories, emphasizing the effect of 
Communism on their lives.

Before the presentation, ask the 
group to list demands on individuals! 
made by Communism. Discuss how' 

rights and liberties are violated.
Discuss the progress made by Bap­

tists in European Communist coun­
tries. For information see “Know 
Your Baptist Missions ’73” and Eu­
rope ... A Mission Field?

Related Activities
Call to Prayer. Distribute map 

outlines of the world (see WMU or­
der form, page 48). Ask members 
to write the names of missionaries on 
the prayer calendar in the appropriate 
countries. Then, lead members in 
sentence prayers for the missionaries 
listed.

Preview Baptist Women Meeting. 
Members studying the book Isle of 
Enchantment next month will be par­
ticularly interested in the Baptist 
Women meeting for May. Isle of En­
chantment is a collection of stories 
about typical Puerto Ricans. The 
Baptist Women meeting will also em­
phasize Puerto Rico. Members will 
learn the importance of seeing life 
from the national's point of view. 
Encourage members to select Isle of 
Enchantment for reading and to at­
tend the Baptist Women meeting 
featuring Puerto Rico.

Miss Forsen is a public school teacher In 
Independence, Missouri.
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Prayer Groups
Trinidad

Gladys Weaver

Baptist work in Trinidad is car­
ried out by the Baptist Union of 
Trinidad and Tobago. British Baptists 
have led missionary efforts in Trini­
dad; Southern Baptists have coop­
erated with them since beginning 
work there in 1962.

The Trinidad Baptist Mission (or­
ganization of Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries in Trinidad) is responsible 
for the work of Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Trinidad and also for 
developing mission efforts on the 
other English-speaking eastern Carib­
bean islands. Antigua, where one 
Southern Baptist missionary family is 
now living, is an example of missions 
effort on another Caribbean island.

New TMogfcai Training Prop**
Beginning this year, a new program 

of national theological training will 
be started by the Baptist Union. Prior 
to this year, local preaching and pas­
toral training was carried out through 
the Trinidad Baptist Mission’s train­
ing institute, the St. Andrew's Pres­
byterian Theological College, and a 
preacher’s class in one association.

Because all three used different 
texts, methods, and approaches, there 
was no single required standard for 
preachers and pastors. Many of the 
men were unable to attend because 
of the distance, additional employ­
ment, or the educational requirements 

for entrance. The new system will 
make a standardized program of 
training available to almost all pas­
tors. One goal of the new program is 
to reach more of the church leaders 
in the country areas, where the major­
ity of Baptist churches are situated.

Under the new system, tutors, both 
Southern and British Baptist mission­
aries, will go out to the students, 
taking them the necessary texts and 
study guides. After explanation, the 
material will be left with the student 
for his own study. This is done in an 
effort to help the student to think, 
read, and study for himself and to 
develop his own abilities.

Students will be required to attend 
six general meetings a year for assess­
ment of previous work and assign­
ment of new work, to hold speech and 
sermon classes and do other prac­
tical work which can only be done in 
a group, and to provide fellowship 
and devotional help for students.

Funds to print the first study guides 
and to establish a library for use of 
the students are priority needs. A 
library is of utmost importance since 
the cost of reference books and text­
books makes it virtually impossible 
for the students to own them. Refer­
ence books will be housed in a cen­
tral place and taken to the students 
by the tutors.

Other Training Programs and 
Existing Wert

Another training program to be 
implemented as soon as possible is 
one to train nationals and missionary 
personnel of Trinidad and all the 
Caribbean in the fine points of radio 
and television work for development 
of a mass media ministry. A specialist 
in this field is being sought to head 
the training program.

Missionary Edward Laughridge 
presently serves as market representa­
tive for the Baptist radio and tele­
vision programs in Trinidad and the 
eastern Caribbean and serves as di­
rector of a Bible correspondence 
course for all the eastern Caribbean 
islands. Presently there are 2500 
enrolled in the course. •

A recording studio is being built 
in Port-of-Spain. As soon as it is 
completed, Mr. Laughridge will pro­
duce and direct local Baptist radio 

programs.
Other means of strengthening na­

tional Christians are crusades, evan­
gelism clinics, and conferences. Under 
the leadership of Reginal Hill, direc­
tor of evangelism for the Baptist 
Union, simultaneous crusades were 
held in 36 churches and missions in 
March 1972. Forty-five evangelists 
and singers from the States assisted 

in these crusade*. la July 1972, ten- 
day city crusades were Md in Port- 
of-Spain and San Fernando, the two 
largest cities in Trinidad.

Missionary David Martin is serving 
as director of stewardship for the 
Baptist Union. He leads stewardship 
clinics in churches, at camps, and 
retreats. Mr*. David Martin serves as 
an instructor irt the religious instruc­
tion period in the public school*. The 

government allow* one hour per week 
for the children to have religious in­
struction. These hour* are open to 
anyone who will teach them.

Women’s work closely follows that 
of the British Baptist women’s orga­
nization, since the Baptist Missionary 
Society of London originally assisted 

in this work. Today a Baptist Mis­
sionary Society lady directs the work. 
Ties at home keep the women from 
participating fully. They, like many 
women, however, are beginning to 
seek their freedom from domestic 
ties.

Missionary wives, while seeking to 
maintain a home and see to family 
needs, still find time to serve in vari­
ous places of leadership in the local 
church.

r reparaoM rerfM
Understanding the need and value 

of intercessory prayer should be basic 
to every member of a prayer group. 
Before you begin the session on Trini­
dad, have the group read the section 
in the Prayer Group Guide, “Read 
About the Need for Intercessory 
Prayer,’’ pages 7-8 (see WMU order 
form, p. 48). Have the group answer 
silently the questions on page 8 and 
then together define intercessory 

prayer, using the material suggested 
on page 8.

T he Prayer Experience
The aim of this prayer experience 

is to gain insight into the mission 
work in Trinidad, to intercede by 
name for the missionaries who serve 
there, and to pray for answers to 
specific needs.

Prepare a montage of bright col­
ored pictures depicting the various 

aspect* of life in Trinidad. In the en­
ter of tim montage, place a picture 
to represent a national Christian Of 
Trinidad with a missionary beside him

Ask one woman to give some back­
ground information on the work in 
Trinidad (available in a pamphlet, 
“Trinidad A Tobago, Islands in the 
Sun,” free upon request from Foreign 
Mission Board Literature, P. O. Box 
6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230). 
Ask one or two women to sum up 
the current work in Trinidad and the 
need* of the work

At the conclusion, call on volun­
teers to list several specific prayer 
needs they heard. Explain that you 
will have a period of directed prayer 
in which a list of specific prayer 
needs will be given, with time between 
each for silent prayer. Encourage the 
women to pray believing that God 
will hear and answer, and close with 
a prayer of thanksgiving for what is 
being done in Trinidad.

As you pause today to pray for the 
missions work in Trinidad, pray by 
name for the missionaries serving 
there—Reginal and Mary Ellen Hill, 
Gayle and Sylvia Hogg, al) in San 
Fernando; Edward and Frances 
Laughridge, David and Sara Martin, 
and James and Barbara Spaulding, 
all in Port-of-Spain.

Pray that God will use these mis­
sionaries to strengthen and train the 
national Christians to assume places 
of leadership.

Pray that God will reveal his clear 
truth to the people of Trinidad, that 
they may be set free from confusion 
and fear.

Pray that the young people who are 
already Christians might remain faith­
ful and be challenged to witness to 
their friends.

Pray that as the new spirit of wom­
an’s liberation emerges, with it will 
come a new commitment to serve 
Christ faithfully. Also pray that the 
true liberation may be experienced 
as more Trinidadian women come to 
know sins forgiven and a new life in 
Christ.

Pray that the Christians of Trinidad 
will develop a concept of Christian 

stewardship of pnismlnu* to that 
the work there may program and 
develop.

Pray that there wiH be national 
pastor* called from among the Chris­
tian men, and that they win have the 
courage and stamina to continue their 
theological education in order to lend 
their own people more effectively.

Pray for the recording studio that 
it may be a means of great witness 
for Christ in the eastern Caribbean.

Pray that there might be a dearer 
and deeper understanding between 
the national Christians and the mis­
sionaries who seek to work with them.

Thank God for victories won in 
Trinidad in the midst of hostility and 
confusion.

Related Activities
Direct prayer group members to 

choose a time when all can pause 
daily during the next month to pray 
for the missionaries in Trinidad, call­
ing each by name and praying for the 
specific requests named in the ma­
terial.

Call to Prayer. Tie a length of 
gold ribbon around the middle of a 
globe. On slips of paper, write the 
name, area of work, and place of 
service of missionaries on the prayer 
calendar. As the slips of paper are 
read by individual members, pause 
for prayer and then attach the paper 
to the ribbon with pin or tape. Ex­
plain that as we intercede for mis­
sionaries, we encircle the globe with 
a golden cord of concern.

Preview Baptist Women Meeting. 
One of the greatest prayer needs of 
missionaries is the ability to see life 
through the eyes of the people with 
whom they seek to share their faith. 
Missionaries in Puerto Rico have 
learned that to share their faith ef­
fectively they must use structures 
which reflect Puerto Rican attitudes. 
Come to the Baptist Women meeting 
and see how missionaries seek to use 
Puerto Rican Christian leadership in 
outreach and worship situations.

Mrs. Billy Weaver is a homemaker from 
Navasota. Texas
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Mission Action Groups
Determining When Referral 

Is Necessary
Anne Davis and Betty Guthrie Dawson

Referral is an enabling process 
through which persons with defined 
needs are made aware of and helped 
to utilize professional resources with­
in the community.

In determining how your group 
will use the process of referral, define 
the specific types of helping which 
your mission action group is deeply 
committed to and is able to provide 
in a consistent, goal-directed manner. 
Next, review the knowledge your 
group has of your community and 
its recognized needs. This knowledge 
should be matched with an aware­
ness of the resources within your mis­
sion action group, your church, and 
your church community.

Once you know the needs and the 
internal resources available, the points 
at which the two complement each 
other should be the specific types of 
service your mission action group will 
render. Having defined these priori­
ties will serve as a criterion by which 

your group can assess all requests 
for help. This assessment will deter­
mine which requests can be handled 
by your group and which require 
referral.

Some requests for help will ob­
viously fall outside of your service 
priorities and resources. For example, 
the need of a family for long-term 

income maintenance will likely be 
beyond the financial capabilities of 
one church. In such a case, it is read­
ily apparent that outside help is neces­
sary. Other requests for help will not 
be so easily categorized. In many 
cases it is only after significant in­
volvement over a period of time that 
the helper becomes aware of the 
severity or complexity of a problem 
which demands more resources and 
expertise than is available in the 
group.

There are several red flags which 
are indicators that referral is needed. 
Often a member must rely upon feel­
ings—if she feels frustrated, helpless, 
at the ‘‘end of her rope,” the flags 
are waving.

There is yet another aspect of 
referrals that needs to be discussed. 
Often in referrals the person making 
the referral maintains a simultaneous 
and complementary helping relation­
ship after the referral is made. In the 
instance of an aged person who needs 
skilled nursing care, the mission ac­
tion group may continue to visit the 
aged person, taking care of such 
items as letter-writing, brief outings, 
and errands. This service must be an 
integrated part of the agency’s total 
plan for the aged individual, and this 
type of relationship should be worked 

out with agency personnel. The agen­
cy possesses, by virtue of community 
sanction and for legal actions, special 
knowledge and special skills which 
give them a different kind of author­
ity and responsibility than that usually 
assigned to a voluntary helper.

Because society is complex, no 
consideration of the process of help­
ing dare omit recognition of the legal 
implications inherent in many situa­
tions encountered in attempts to help 
people. These legal implications are 
obvious in areas of drug abuse, juve­
nile delinquency, and prisoner re­
habilitation. Less obvious implications 
exist in the area of working with 
minors. A fifteen-year-old girl runs 
away from home and appears on the 
doorstep of a church member who 
has known her through a church 
activity. The girl states that her fa­
ther is drinking heavily and she is 
afraid to go home. She wants to stay 
overnight and refuses to let the 
church member contact her parents. 
If the girl is allowed to stay and the 
parents or juvenile authorities are not 
contacted, the well-meaning helper 
can be legally charged, in most states, 
with contributing to the delinquency 
of a minor.

Another nebulous area has to do 
with the law regarding the aged. An 

older person is discovered ttvtag atone 
with no family. This peraou is unable 
to adequately care for himself. More 
trying to secure any type of care for 
this individual outside his home, the 
helper should find out her state laws 
regarding protective services for the 
aged.

The helping process is both pro­
foundly complex and ordinarily sim­
ple. It calls for love, compassion, 
mercy, and hard realism—a combina­
tion characteristic of Jesus.

Exercise I
Many mission action groups will 

have already taken an in-church sur­
vey of their resources. If this has not 
been done, have the women plan a 
short questionnaire to collect the 
names, addresses, phone numbers, and 
areas of expertise of those members 
in the church with special training or 
experience (for example, lawyers, 
doctors, teachers, social workers, etc.). 
This information will provide human 
resources to call upon when referral 
is needed.

Exercise II
Invite a lawyer, a social worker, 

a health department official, and a 

Do you ever wonder about the best 
way to share your faith with the persons 
to whom you minister?

Tai^^ring iq, 
l\lissioii ^ctioq,

is designed to help you wonder.

Faith Sharing in Mission Action is available from 
WMU only. Use the WMU order form, page 48, 
to order your copy today.

P*Mcr to form a panel. Ask tMs puswl 
to address itself to the question of 
determining when referral is neces­
sary. Ask each group member to be 
prepared to share a specific instance 
out of her own mission action experi­
ence in which she felt a referral might 
have been appropriate. The panel 
may react to these life situations.

Exercise III
Spend the mission action group 

meeting in a sharing time in which 
members exchange experiences re­
lated to past referrals. Include in this 
discussion both positive and negative 
experiences. Try to determine why 
experiences were positive or negative.

Secondly, ask members to restate 
those things they have decided to do. 
Then ask them to outline the prob­
lems they may encounter, showing 
the possibilities of referral.

End the meeting with a discussion 
of the theological basis for the refer­
ral process.

Related Activities
Call to Prayer. Tie a length of 

gold ribbon around the middle of a 

globe. On slips of paper, write die 
name, area of work, and place of 
service of missionaries on the prayer 
calendar. As the slips of paper we 
read by individual members, pause 
for prayer and then attach the paper 
to the ribbon with pin or tape. Ex­
plain that as we intercede for mis­
sionaries, we encircle the globe with 
a golden cord of concern.

Preview Baptist Women Meeting. 
One of the greatest prayer needs of 
missionaries is the ability to see life 
through the eyes of the people with 
whom they seek to share their faith. 
Missionaries in Puerto Rico have 
learned that to share their faith ef­
fectively they must use structures 
which reflect Puerto Rican attitudes. 
Come to the Baptist Women meeting 
and see how missionaries seek to use 
Puerto Rican Christian leadership in . 
outreach and worship situations.

Miss Davis is assistant professor of social 
work education at the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary Mrs. Dawson is a 
psychiatric social worker at the Tennessee 
Psychiatric Hospital and Institute.
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Margaret Bruce

Midyear
Progress Report

Six months of the 1972-73 WMU year are over 
and the Baptist Women midyear progress report is 
due. By April 1 your report should be given to the 
Baptist Women director or to the WMU director if 
there is no Baptist Women director.

The midyear report blank will be found on page 
9 of the Baptist Women Record and Report Book.* 
Other helpful materials in making your report are 
the Baptist Women Group Record and Report Book,* 
the Baptist Women Officer Plan Book,* and the 
WMU Year Book 1972-73.* Check the annual plan­
ning sheets in the WMU Year Book which you used 
last fall. How well have your plans been carried out?

What is your evaluation of the first six months

of work in your Baptist Women organization? You 
may want to consider using these questions as your 
officers council checks on the achievement guide:

1. Have Baptist Women study sessions been In­
teresting □ dull □ informative □ challenging □?

2. What was the response to the mission study 
projects: Europe—A Mission Field? good □ fair
□ poor □; No Man Goes Alone good □ fair □ 
poor □?

3. Has member participation in mission action 
been good □ fair □ poor □?

4. Was member involvement in weeks of prayer 
for foreign missions good □ □ fair □ poor q? 
home missions good □ fair □ poor □?

5. Has member participation In Each One Bring 
One, Cultivate One been good □ fair □ poor □?

6. Has attendance at meetings been (organiza­
tion) good □ fair □ poor □? (group) good □ 
fair □ poor □?

7. Has leader training participation been good
□ fair □ poor Q?

8. Which recognition do we expect to achieve 
by September 30 merit □ advanced □ dis­
tinguished □?

April 15 has been designated by our denomination as Co­
operative Program Dey. This special emphasis Is an effort to 
inform Southern Baptists of their cooperation In providing the 
financial resources necessary to fulfil Christs command to 
go Into all the world and make disciples.

What should Cooperative Program Day mean to your Bap­
tist Women organization? It can be an opportunity to com­
municate the relationship of the Cooperative Program to 
missions advance.

Talk with Sunday School workers about the possibility of 
having a Cooperative Program presentation. The Cooperative 
Program play I'd Give Anything* could be used.

Prayer 
Retreat 
1972-73

The Prayer Retreat 1972-73 pamphlet* points up the 
1972-73 WMU emphases—enlistment and enlargement 
and witnessing through mission action.

The pamphlet suggests a five-fold purpose for 1972-73 
prayer retreats: (1) to deepen understanding of the 
meaning of a person's involvement in missions; (2) to 
realize a deeper motive than enrolment in an organiza­
tion as a basis for helping another to join in mission 
study, mission action, missions praying and giving; (3) 
to recognize that witnessing is an integral part of mission 
action; (4) to see that we may need to plan with deliberate 
intent to witness naturally through mission action; (5) 
to pray believing that God can use us effectively in mis­
sions causes as we put ourselves in the mainstream of 
his purposes for all men.

The prayer retreat pamphlet is a must for the person(s) 
responsible for planning a prayer retreat. It suggests a 
theme, various schedules, follow-through, and resources 
for songs, Bible study, discussion groups, and prayer.

Faith Sharing
in Mission Action

As follow-through to the Baptist Women study 
during April, May, and June there is a curriculum 
supplement called Faith Sharing in Mission Action.1 
The purpose of the booklet is to extend the learning 
begun in these meetings and to relate that learning 
to actual witnessing through mission action. It will 
be helpful If each member can have her own book­
let. These should be ordered In time to give them 
out at the April meeting.

The material in the booklet is divided into three 
sections and each section deals with a concept 
taught in the corresponding Baptist Women study 
material. The first section (April’s study topic) is 
entitled "Developing Sensitivity to Persons." The con­
cept is stated, then various mission action situa­
tions are given and members are asked to write 
out their response to each situation. After this ex­
ercise, the member compares her responses to the 
analyses given In the booklet. The situations and 
the analyses are designed to stimulate thought The 
second section of the booklet relates to the May 
study topic "Seeing Life from the Other Side" and 
the third section to the June study topic "Relying 
on the Holy Spirit."

The booklet will help members share their faith 
as they engage in mission action.

Other materials which will help with faith sharing 
in mission action are: Persons, Not Things: Prin­
ciples of Mission Action,* mission action group 
guides,* and Mission Action Projects Guide for Bap­
tist Women and Baptist Young Women*

Begin a three-rrpnth 
campaign for ROYAL SER­
VICE subscriptions in your 
missions groups. Chal­
lenge groups to encourage 
each group member to sub­
scribe to and read ROYAL 
SERVICE. In July, plan to 
recognize at the Baptist
Women meeting the mis­
sions group gaining the
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An enlistment tea is one way of culminating the 
"Each One Bring One, Cultivate One” plan. Jhe 
following ideas may help new members and pros­
pects become more aware of Baptist Women mem­
ber responsibilities.

this m "Showers Bring Flowers” g*
showers of good things Baptist Women hes Io gHer 
members. Hove someone report on the articto 
peering In ROYAL SERVICE eeeh month, Dimonstare 
in Membership.

Decorations—Use the phrase "April Showers 
Bring May Flowers” on colorful placards placed 
around the room. You may want to hang gaily dec­
orated umbrellas from the ceiling and on the walls. 
Display Baptist Women activities on the umbrellas. 
These may include the Baptist Women Member 
Handbook Study-Party, the study of Europe—A Mis­
sion Field?, the Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions 
and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, the study 
of No Man Goes Alone, the Week of Prayer for 
Home Missions and the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering, and WMU Focus Week activities. On the 
serving table have little Japanese umbrellas mixed 
with spring flowers.

Food and favors—Serve your favorite punch and 
cupcakes or cookies, mints, and nuts. For favors 
use small Japanese umbrellas with small Baptist 
Women seals* attached to the handles.

Music—Use background music such as: "Sing­
ing in the Rain” and "April in Paris."

Entertainment—Have new members tell some­
thing they have learned about Baptist Women from 
the cultivation plan. You may want to designate

Officers Council
What is planning? Planning for Baptist Women 

Is the process of determining actions necessary for 
accomplishing the organization's purposes and goals. 
Planning is answering such questions as What? 
When? Who? How?

The two kinds of planning to be done In Baptist 
Women are annual and regular planning. Look at 
your WMU Year Book 1972-73,* pages 35-46, and 
review the plans you made in annual planning 
How effectively have the plans been carried out 
during the past six months?

It is now time for the officers council to plan 
in detail the work to be done In April. Here art 
items to include in your agenda for your regular 
planning for April:

• April organization meeting
• Mission action to be conducted
• Prayer retreat
• Enlistment activities (tea or other social oc­

casion)
• Baptist Women Achievement Guide
• Report to Baptist Women organization
• Call to Prayer
• Reports of officers
• Reports from Baptist Women council or WMU 

council

‘Order from Baptist Book Store or WMU. See WMU 
order form, page 48
'Available from Woman's Missionary Union only.

Hermione Jackson

Have you ever won­
dered what it would be 
like to live in Lebanon? 
Appalachia? Portugal? 
Oregon or Washington?

Wonder no more!
The May issue of 

ROYAL SERVICE will 
take you on an arm­
chair journey to each of 
these places. You'll 
meet new people and 
learn what Baptists are 
doing.

1 Sunday John 10:7-18
For ten years, Herbert D. Billings has 

served in Guatemala. In addition to his 
work in general evangelism, he is treasurer 
of the Mission, director of the Baptist Book 
Store, and teacher of New Testament in 
the Guatemalan Baptist Theological In­
stitute. He requests prayer for the young 
people that he is training for church-related 
vocations and for responsibilities in the 
book store operations. He also requests 
prayer for himself os he tries to moke God's 
word live for the leaders of the future in 
Guatemala.
Herold T. Gruver, Spanish, Puerto Rico 
Mrs. Hervey L. Hallman, National Baptist,

Texas
Mr*. Jernes Hute, Indian, New Mexico 
Donald E. Otwell, deaf, Florida
Mrs. Jernes A. Reid, church extension, Ne­

vada
Mn. Robert B. Rodrigues, Spanish, Texas 
Robert G. Thampcen, Christian social min­

istries, Alabama
Mn. Frank VeneMe, Indian, Oklahoma 
Mn. Larry G. Wilkerson, Spanish, Puerto

Rico
Herbert D. Billings, business administration, 

Guatemala
William J. Demon, religious education, 

South Brazil
J Woyne Fuller, education, Lebanon 
Mn. John M. Wilkes, home ond church,

Mary Fea, education, Nigeria 
Reber* W. Garrett, doctor, Rhodesia 
Mn. Rsdney R. Irby, home and church,

Chile
0. MeKhmey, J*., music, Hong Kong 

re. Kenneth R. MuNicen, home c
church Gaza

re. I. Richard Steal, home and chur 
Mexico

Rath Vendorbwrg, nurse, Indonesia

2 Monday John 8:1-12
In Pearsall, Texos, Raul Ortiz ministers 

•° Spamsh-speaking people. He is one of 
690 persons who serve the largest foreign 
language group in the United States. Pray 
for him and for others who minister in 
small out-of-the-way places. Pray that they 
will be kept from discouragement and that 
they might feel themselves a port of a 
larger body of laborers.
Daniel N. Castro, Spanish, Texas 
Mario Hernandes, Spanish, Californio 
S- L. Isaacs, retired. Oklahoma 
Kenneth Newman, pastor, Hawaii 
Roul Ortiz, Spanish, Texas
Mrs. Jimmy 0. Sanchez, Spanish, Texos 
Mrs. John A. Abernathy, retired, Chino,

Philippines, Korea
Mrs. James 0. Brandon, home and church. 

South Brazil
Mrs Lamar Jackson is a homemaktr in 
B-rmmgham, Alabama.

3 Tuesday John 1:11-27
Robert H. Brindle has served as pastor 

in South Burlington, Vermont, for six years. 
His prayer requests are that God may grant 
a fruitful ministry among the area's 7,000 
college students; that the mobile library­
book store to the rural ond mountain vil­
lages will be on effective witness; and that 
a church-type program in the Springfield 
area will reach the unenlisted. Out of a 
population of 12,000 persons, fewer than 
2,000 attend any church.
Robert M. BrMdfc, pastor, Vermont 
Mr*. Joo Tarr**, Spanish, Texos 
Julien C. Bridge*,* student work, Mexico 
Mr*. Everett R. Barnette, home and church,

Senegal
Raymond V. Lindholm, education, Ethiopia 
Milton A. Lite*, music, Taiwan
Mr*. I. Carter Morgan, home and church.

Hong Kong
George Oak**, preaching. South Brazil 
Roy F. Starmer, publication, Italy 
Chorlton D. Whitton,* English-language, 

South West Africa

4 Wednesday John 1:44-51
Loss of homes was one of many prob­

lems facing refugees of Bangladesh Tom 
and Gloria Thurman feel that building 
houses was a vital contribution to life in 
Bangladesh A thousand hove been erected 
The Mission furnished roofs and frames 
while families assumed the responsibility 
for the walls Pray that these will be homes 
where Christ's love dwells
Mr*. Carlo* C. Cobot, Jr., Spanish, Wiscon 

sin
Iseias Galarza, Spanish. Arizona 
Mr*. Donate Ruiz, retired. Texas 
Mock Ivon Taylor, student work, Mossa 

chusetts
Mn. Zach J. Deel, Jr., home ond church, 

Colombia
Colvin L. Fez, preaching, Philippines

Mn. Kenneth D. Gian, home and church, 
Philippines

Donald R. Nel**, preaching, Japan 
Wilburn C. Hoglen, English-language, Vene­

zuela
Mn. Richard L. Look,* home ond church, 

Hong Kong j
Sherrod S. Stover, retired, Brazil f 
Mn. Thoma* I. Thurman,* home and

church, Bangladesh

5 Thursday John 2:1-11
Liberia is the only country in the world 

where the First Lady serves os national 
WMU president Missionary nurse ond 
homemaker, Mrs Lawrence P. Hardy re­
quests special prayers for Mrs. William 
Tolbert in her varied WMU and state re­
sponsibilities. Pray also for Dr. Tolbert as 
he leads Liberia and extends his witness 
throughout the African world. Mrs. Hardy's 
activities include holding clinic at the pas­
tor's training center, teaching first aid at 
national RA encampments, ond serving two 
doys a week at the Liberian maternity cen­
ter The nurses and midwives ot the c*nter 
deliver over 400 babies per month.
Rufus Ray Cantrall, Indian, North Carolina 
Mrs. Geriel DeOliveir*, Spanish, California 
Cam Viacant, Polish, Illinois 
M. Dele Gene,* preaching, Tanzania 
Mrs. Lewrence P. Nerdy, home ond church,

Liberia
Reymend L. Kalb,* education, North Brazil 
H. Cecil MeCennell, education, Chile 
Deugles G. Rieger, preaching, Laos 
Teddy I. Savage,* preaching, Zambia 
Mrs. Sem T. Uptan, home and church, Ma­

lawi
Mrs. Gen* O. Wilsen, home ond church. 

South Brazil

Missionaries are listed on their birthdays. 
An asterisk (*) indicates missionaries on 
furlough Addresses of missionaries are 
listed in Directory of Missionary Person­
nel, free from Foreign Mission Board 
Literature, P.O. Box 6597, Richmond, 
Virginia 23230, or in Home Mission 
Board Personnel Directory, free from 
Home Mission Board, 1350 Spring Street, 
N.W , Atlanta. Georgia 30309.
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Californio

New Mexico

Kansas
Mrs. Petre PepevW, Romanian, California

in the classroom, but as we work with the 
wives and_ families of seminary students."

For 10 won, Mn. ). faoklk, UM

HUSBANDS
COME

Hutbonds come to WMU summer conferences, too. Why not 
bring yours this year. While you are in methods conferences, he 
can attend a Brotherhood methods conference, hear a missionary 
speaker, or think a new thought in the relaxed atmosphere of 
the conference grounds. He'll enjoy the morning Bible studies 
and the evening worship services. Shore your summer WMU ex­
perience with your husband this year.

WMU Summer Conftrtnce at Gloriete
July 26-Auf ugt 1

WMU Summer Conference ot Ridgecrest
August 9-15

Write:
Reservations
Glorieta Baptist Conference Center
Glorieto, New Mexico 87535

or
Reservations
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center
Ridgecrest, North Carolina 28770

Okinawa

----------  Baptist Span­
ish Publishing House, El Paso, Texas

1 tetwdey John 3:26-36
Appointed In 1953, Dr. Kathleen Jones 

pioneered the Southern Baptist witness in 
Indonesia. She discovered that medical 
work in Kediri opened the doors for the 
preaching of the gospel. Her prayer re­
quests for more missionary doctors hove 
been answered. Five have been appointed 
for Indonesia. These appointments have 
mode the growth of medical work In Suma­
tra possible. Pray for Dr. Winfield Apple­
white and nurse Everley Hayes os they 
begin work in this strong Muslim area. 
Pray also for two additional missionary 
nurses.
Mrs. Leuise F. Brent, Spanish, Texas 
AbeHe Dieedede, Spanish, Texas 
Yeung Glover, National Baptist, Florida 
Denial Gonwa, Spanish, California 
Mrs. Melees Padilla, Spanish, Texas 
J Milan S. Pickens, youth and family services, 

Louisiana
Mrs. Jose G. Ramires, Spanish, Texas 
Santee Remes, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. H. B. Romeoor, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. H. D. Stein, retired, Florida 
Erm. Floyd,* education, Indonesia 
James I. Giles,* education, Colombia 
Kathleen Jones, doctor, Indonesia 
Mrs. M. Manrice Marrow, home and 

church, Tanzania
Mrs. David L. Martin, home and church, 

Trinidad
Zobodae V. Moes, radio-TV, Zambia

I Sunday John 4 4-29
Dr C. Penrose St. Amont is the new 

president of the Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland. He writes: 
"My prayer requests are in behalf of the 
students, faculty, and staff and for the 
wisdom and strength we need to carry out 
the purposes of Ruschlikon. These pur­
poses involve the best scholarship directed 
toward providing Baptist leadership in the 
churches, schools, and the denomination, 
especially in Europe but olso In many other 
places in the world."

donesia

Okinawa

Philippines

Uruguay

South Brazil 

land
Petricie Steuksbwry, education, Ecuador

9 M.edey John 4:31-42
Appointed os international student work­

ers, W Roy Fewell and his wife, Sheila, 
devote their "full interest to the more than 
100,000 students in the city of Paris." 
They hove established a coffee bar in the 
basement of the Eglise Baptiste Evanglique. 
Since most of the students come ot the 
invitation of young people in the church, 
the conversation often turns to the mean­
ing of Christ in today's turbulent world. 
Proy that more will hear and respond to 
the good news.
Jernes C. Allises, Spanish, Texas 
Themes Beird, Baptist Center, Virginia 
Mrs. Denial Bande, Spanish, Texas 
Edward R. Devie, Notional Baptist, Georgia 
Mrs. Gilbert Dies, Spanish, Texas 
Juan Pawlwk, Slavic, California
Jamas W. Pruett, center director, Georgia 
Remire C. Rivero, Spanish, Texas 
Jesse A. Sabie, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Cephas Weep, Chinese, Texas 
Mrs. Lloyd H. Atkinson, home and church,

Chile
W. Rey Fewell, student work, France
Mrs. Roy L. Lyon,* home and church, Vene­

zuela
Weyne E. Maness, preaching, Philippines 
Mrs. Mell R. Plunk, home and church,

Argentina
Mrs. John A. Poe, home ond church. South 

Brazil
P°“l W■ Stouffer, education. South Brazil

10 Tuesday John 5:36-47
Mrs J Daniel Luper was appointed 25 

years ago for service in Brazil Especially 
gifted os on artist, she hos illustrated a 
mission study book and drawn pions and 
facades for several churches She requests 
prayer for fellow teachers in the seminary

MOVING?
If you aro moving toon ploaso 

lot ROYAL SERVICE know ot least 
five weeks before changing your 
addrots.

dnistries, Texas
Ortta, Spanish, Texas

• L Santos, Spanish, Colorado
. KeameA R. Bragg.* home and church.

gentino

Mexico
C. Rey Frye, English-languoge, Malaysia
I. Donato Hale, preaching, Spain

Equatorial Brazil

Argentina
C. Dennis Treat, preaching, Uruguay
Morris J. Wright, Jr., preaching, Japan

11 Wednesday John 6:1-13
Faye Tunmire hos served as both o home 

ond foreign missionary. After two years 
with the Rachel Sims Mission in New Or­
leans, she was appointed for the Philip­
pines in 1956. Most of her service has been 
with Southern Baptist College, located ot 
M'long. Daily Bible classes ond religious 
focus weeks furnish opportunities to witness 
to non-Christion students. During one 
focus week, 296 accepted Christ Pray that 
these will remain faithful. Also, pray for 
other single missionaries who serve on 
foreign fields
Virgil Clerk, superintendent of missions,

Indiana
Manuel Percies, Spanish, Texas 
Jeee Rodrigues, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Abrebem Wright, retired, Illinois 
Mrs. Chester S. Codwelleder, Jr., home and 

church, Guatemala
Mrs. Bobby D. Evens, home and church, 

Malaysia
Russell L, Locke, preaching, Nigeria 
Howard D. McCamey, retired, Nigeria 
Mrs. William L. Morgen,* home and

church. South Brazil
Mrs. Everett L Persews, Jr., home and 

church, Ecuador
Feys Tunmire, education, Philippines
Mrs. Henry S. Whitlew, home and church, 

Mexico

NEW ADONESS.

To subscribe or extend present subscription, chock box and fill In name 
and address.
Mail tot f?oya/ Service

600 North Twentieth Street Birmingham. Alabama 35203

□ Price. U.S0 per year.

Pray especially that church members will 
not be so divided politically that they will

. Seates, Spanish’ Colorado 
VMeges, Baptist center, To:

■■P** DaMwHy, preaching, Uruguay 
n. J. FrenkNn MltebeN, home and church,
Chile

Mrs. Charles H. Morris,* home ond church, 
Malaysia

Peal C. Siebeamcnn, preaching, Dominican 
Republic 

13 FrMey John 6:41-58
As superintendent of missions for south­

central Colorado, Woyne Randolph travels 
about 3,000 miles per month serving 41 
churches and four missions. His assigned 
territory covers one-third of the state. In 
his orea ore more than one dozen towns of 
500 or more inhabitants without a church 
of ony kind. Proy that work will be started 
soon in these towns. Proy for churches 
recently begun at Colorado Springs, Creede, 
and Pueblo Proy for the home Bible study 
at Antonito
Pester G. Comoro, Spanish, California 
Mrs. Loreaso Cost Mo, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Neri Matutes, Spanish, Texas 
Weyue Randolph, superintendent of. mis­

sions, Colorado
Jeee H. teens, Spanish, Texas
Mrs. Peul A. BwrkweN, dorm parent, Zam­

bia
Glen D. Herrington,* preaching, Malaysia 
Betty Jene Hunt,* publication, Korea 
Mrs. Leslie G. Keyes, home ond church, 

Honduras
telly Kirk, medical, Yemen
Mrs. Arthur C. Rebinsen, home and church,

Taiwan
Mrs. Rey E. Savage, home and church. Ivory 

Coast
Thames Thurman, * business administration, 

Bangladesh
C. Edwin Turner, music, Okinawa 

14 Saturday John 7 37-53
Before she went to Rhodesia in 1959,
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Mrs. Carroll Wayne Shaw taught in the 
fields of art ond elementary education In 
Texas. Her teaching helped prepare her 
for her present work of writing Sunbeam 
materials. In the Salisbury area, she has 
responsibility for fourteen WMU groups.

Sanyoti Baptist School, is a member of one 
of her WMUs and director of Rhodesian 
GAs. Pray that others will be called out 
of the youth organizations to places of 
leadership.

Vermont
L. T. Hernandes, Spanish, Texas
Mrs. George A. Bawdier, Sr., retired,

tina
Rebta Creighton, education, Taiwan

Guatemala
home and

church, Rhodesia

Guatemala

Gerald W. Edwards is director of Chris­
tian social ministries for the Greater Boston 
area. One of his responsibilities is for the 
Chelseo Coffeehouse which has attracted 
500 young people. He helped implement 
Chelsea's first day-care center for 60 
Spanish-speaking preschoolers. Other min­
istries in the area include a food co-op, 
senior citizens shopping-counseling-social 
activities, ond regular church organizations 
ond services.
Teodasie M. Aguilar, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Alejandre Davila, Spanish, Arizona 
Bobby R. Duffer, pastor, Hawaii 
Gerald W. Edwards, weekdoy ministry, 

Massachusetts
Mrs. Bonifacio Guerra, Spanish, Texas

♦ornia

church, Liberia
Donald R. Kammerdiener, field representa­

tive, Spanish South America

Mrs. John H. Wikman, Jr., has come a 
long way from Camden, Arkansas. Her mis- 

of the world: Gaza, Israel, ond Bangalore, 
India. Although two pre-teen children oc­
cupy much of her time, she also serves os 
a nurse in the Baptist hospital in Bangalore 
where her husband is o surgeon The best 
approach to Indians is a demonstration in 
life ond spirit of the meaning of Christian 
compassion. Pray that such compassion 
moy be evident of Bangalore
Mrs. Mery Jean Duron, Spanish, Texas
Mrs. Floyd Lean Emmerling, Christian social 

ministries, Michigan
Andrew Foster, retired, Louisiana
Melvo Jane Lightsey, Christian social min­

istries, Iowa
M. L. McKay, Eskimo, Alaska
Mrs. Huron A. Polnec, Jr., Spanish, Idaho 
E. M. Treadwell, Spanish, New Mexico 
Decline Elliott, education, Colombia 
Jack William Kinnison, preoching, Laos

Bangladesh
Mrs. Claud R. Bumpus, home ond church. 

South Brazil

North Brazil
One-third of the population of Uruguay 

lives in the capital of Montevideo, a beou-

church, India 

17 Tueedey John 12:20-31
Howard L. Shoemake is a 6'5", 260- 

pound veteran of work in the Dominican 
Republic After serving in Colombia and

Mission Board's request to the city of Santo 
Domingo in 1962. Through contact with a 
licensed ham radio operator during the 
revolution of 1965, he was responsible for 
the delivery of seven tons of medicine and 
200 tons of rat poison. An American 
diplomat called him "the most influential 
foreigner in the Dominican Republic." 
Mrs. Roy Muncy, Indian, New Mexico 
Themes Howard Fests, mountain, Colorado

Louisiana
L. Dorrell Mellins,* doctor, Indonesia
Howard L. Shoemake, preaching, Dominican 

Republic
HoroW R. Woteon, agriculture, Philippines

Mrs. David W. King teaches in the Arab 
Baptist Theological Seminary just outside 
the city limits of Beirut, Lebanon. As the 
students graduate this spring, the proyer 
that is uppermost in the hearts of the mis­
sionaries is that they will return to serve 
among their own people. Many seek eco­
nomic advantages in other types of work.

Mrs. King requests special proyer for the 
pastors in small village churches who face 
discouraging circumstances.
Mrs. Fred Chestnut, National Baptist, Ala-

Peggie E. Harmon, Christian social minis­
tries, New Mexico

Cristobal Pana, Spanish, Texas
Kennedy Re ben. Baptist center. South Caro­

lina
J. Phillip Cola, education, Liberia

Lebanon
Mrs. James C. Shelly, Jr., home and church. 

Equatorial Brazil
Mrs. Rodney B. Wolford, home and church,

South Brazil

As vice-president of the linguistic high 
school in Turin, Italy, Virginia Wingo is 
interested in much more than her adminis­
trative responsibilities and the teaching of 
English She requests prayer that the mis­
sionaries, who are oil above 40, moy be 
able to communicate the gospel to those 
on the other side of both the generation gap 

revival among the students; ond that strong 
Christian teachers may be found to teach 
each subject
Edmeu Burgher, Czechoslovakian, Florida

CreMRcio Rodrigues, Spanish, Texas

Brazil

through college, at well « extgnMro sgcW 
welfare programs. In spite of this, H hs« 
land of unrest and terrorism, taele tap 
put their trust in the government instead of in God. Mrs. Jack Womack ettmv^

Mika Ahroroa, Spaniah* Texas

Uruguay

II SotuMey Jahn 19;3»~42

sionaries retired from Chino, Hawaii, Japan 
and Brazil. Thank God for their combined 
135 years of service. Thank God that we 
may have a part in providing financially 
for their retirement years. Ask what we 
may do as concerned individuals for retirees 

to Southern Baptist missionaries.

Mrs. L Edward Jehus, Indian, Arizona 
Jehu Fencewlu, Polish, Michigan 
Mooes Perales, Spanish, Texas 
Douglas Pringle, Spanish, Panama-Canal

Rudolph Remires, Spanish, Oklahoma 
Andree Rodrigues, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Carlos Romero, Spanish, Louisiana 

fomia
Denny M. Bollington, education, Kenya
Mrs. Victor Keen, retired, China, Man­

churia, Hawaii
Rose Meriewe, retired, China, Japan
Mrs. Peal S. Moody, home and church, 

Thailand
Mary Neel Morgan,* religious education, 

Japan
Mrs. Edward W. Nelson,* Baptist Spanish 

Publishing House, El Paso, Texas

John S. Oliver, education, Equatorial Brazil

Elisabeth WetkifM, retired, Japan

Robert E Hall has been superintendent

Ohio since I 958 An Alabama native. Hall 
went to Ohio in 1955 under the Home Mis­
sion Board Tentmoker program For a year 
ond a half, he worked as on engineer in 
Willoughby, Ohio, using his time to estab­
lish the Willoughby Baptist Church. When 
the church could support a full-time pastor, 
Holl accepted that responsibility ond pos­
tered the church until his HMB appoint­
ment in 1958
Robert E. Hell, superintendent of missions, 

Ohio
Ismael Negrta, retired, Florida 
A. Pucciorelli, retired, Florida 
John Tollison, superintendent of missions, , 

Delaware
Mrs. C. 5. Boatwright,* home and church, 

Japan
home and church.

Ghana

Philippines
Allen N. Stickney, student work, Kenya

A homemaker and mother of three small 
children. Mrs. Gayle A. Hogg has many 

responsibilities in Trinidad. Active in her 
church, she also teaches at the Baptist 
Girls Training Centre and serves os coordi­
nator for student summer missionaries. She 
asks Baptist women to join her in prayer

for church people tn understand the Chris­
tian's stewardship role. Stewardship is a 
new idea to many of their churches. Pray 
for the pastors who are trying to minister 
to two or three churches.
Mrs. Hooper Campbell, association^ ser­

vices, Californio
Ade FemoadM, Spanish, Georgia
F. Harold Hetaey, Indian, South Dakota 
Mrs. Horry W. HoNeed, Jr., Spanish, Florida 
Jorge A. Martines, Spanish, Louisiana 
Jorge T. Martines, Spanish, Florida 
Vernon Meeks, superintendent of missions,

New Mexico
Elisebetk Ann Wootton, Christian social 

ministries. North Carolina
Fred L. Hewkins, Jr., administration, South

Brazil
Mrs. Gayle A. Hogg, home and church, 

Trinidad
Morion F. Moorheed, business administra­

tion, Japan
Samuel G. Rankin, doctor, Hong Kong
J. Leslie Smith, preoching, Indonesia
Mrs. Ben H. Wolmeker, education, Colom­

bia
Mrs. Ernest A. Sibley, home ond church, 

Malawi

From Baptist Woman President No. 1
“I know this is a small matter, but I always 

ruin my fingernails opening the package con­
taining our thirty copies of ROYAL SERVICE. 
Do you have to tie the packages with wire?”

From Baptist Women President No. 2
“We have fifteen copies of ROYAL SERVICE 

sent to our current missions group loader. She 
has complained that the magazines come 
rolled up. Would it be possible for them to be 
packaged flat?”

Get Letters
Readers, we are delighted to know that your 

magazines have arrived. If they are in reasonably 
good condition we are overjoyed.

Our mailing policies have been hammered oot 
in long years of trial and error. We must comply 
with postal regulations. We must make each package 
able to withstand dumping, bouncing, pounding, 
tossing, and mauling by postal equipment. If a 
package breaks open, or if its appearance misleads 
postal workers, you will not receive your order

Here is what we think is safest, fastest, and 
most economical:

a single copy is mailed flat with the label on 
the magazine

2 to 19 copies to an address are rolled in a spe­
cial durable "snake” wrapper with the label 
on the wrapper

20 copies or more are wrapped in a brown paper 
bag and tied with wire

Having done our best in wrapping, we turn the 
magazines over to the post office From there to 
you. damage may occur, but it is beyond our control

We wish things were different We wish we could 
wrap to please each customer But with almost a 
million subscribers, you can imagine that prices 
would have to be drastically increased to accom 
modate special requests

14 Tuesday John 9:24-38
One of the new Independent countries of 

Africa, Togo is a neighbor of Ghana and 
was under French control until I960. Mor­
ris G. Pruit reports that the Muslim people 
are difficult to reach for Christ. Family 
pressures make it hard for them not only to 
become disciples but to remain faithful 
after they hove token a stand. He asks for

e, Spanish, Texas
y,* Baptist Spanish Publish- 
:l Paso, Texas

Equatorial Brazil
W. Carl Hunker, education, Taiwan

Tanzania
Lone Lair, retired, Nigeria
Merten T. Lineberger, Sr.,* preoching, Ar­

gentina
Merrit G. Fruit, preoching, Togo
Jerry G. Simen, preaching, Uganda
Blanche Simpson, retired, Brazil
Mrs. Eddie C. Smith, home ond church, 

Indonesia
Peul S. C. Smith, preaching, Jordan
Mrs. Jernes O. Terry, Jr.,* home and 

church, East-South East As io
Leo I. Waldrop, preaching, Surinam 

25 Wednesday John 11:25-45
From New York state, Robert C. Fling 

writes: "We have many needs, but the out­
standing need is for laborers. Due to the 

mobility of Southern Baptists who come into 
our area, we have difficulty keeping places 
of leadership filled. We have stated our 
prayer in these terms, 'Lord, send us the 
families whom you need In Westchester 
County to carry on your work.’ Pray that 
the Lord will bless our ministry to 35 Japa­
nese families."
Mrs. Antonie C. CaetlMe, Spanish, Texas 
Benjamin Duque, Spanish, Colorado
Robert C. Fltag, pastor-director, New York 
Jerry B. Graham, superintendent of mis­

sions, Maryland
Mrs. J. Allison Bonks, dorm parent, India 
Mrs. Richard N. Horn, home ond church, 

Japan
Mrs. Don C. Jones, home ond church, 

Korea
Michael J. Ledbetter, preaching, Mexico 
Mrs. Morion A. Mobley, home and church, 

Japan
Mrs. Donald J. Richards, home ond church, 

South Brazil 

26 Thursday John 13:1-17
Prayers were answered for revivals in 

Israel lost Moy. In Nozoreth on the first 
Sunday morning of a revival, 22 young 
people responded to an invitation; ond 131 
others hod come by the end of the week 
Romallah, East Jerusalem, ond Gaza re­
ported 40 professions Ray G. Register. Jr., 
requests prayers for these new Christians 
who need to grow spiritually. New believers 
courses hove been started, ond visitation 
assignments have been mode Also, pray
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for th* rww church development pions voted
on by the Mission.
Mn. RumuM Cbuudter, ossociotional ser­

vices, Californio
Delta* Idwerds, Indion, New Mexico
Mensa Jeon Hecam, Christion social min­

istries, Louisiana
Mrs. F. N. Menbbur*, retired, Texas
L. Gere W Fielder, education, Japan
Ruy G Regbtar, Jr., preaching, Israel 
Ibbie C. Smith, education, Indonesia 
Lebmee F. Webb, English-language, Singo-

17 Friday John 14:1-21 ■
Mrs. Hugh Franklin Miller serves with 

her husband in Akron, Ohio. Mr. Miller is 
superintendent of missions for the Greater 
Akron Area. A former elementary school­
teacher, Mrs. Miller is the mother of three 
children. Pray for Mrs. Miller as she assists 
work in the area surrounding Akron, Ohio, 
and os she cores for her family.
Wayne Bailey, Indian, California 
S**ti*g* Garcia II, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Hugh Freaklie MiHer, ossociotional

services, Ohio
Harmon Riee, Spanish, Texas
Mrs. Robert W, Crockett, home and church, 

Argentina

hour away to teach in a branch Sunday 
School meeting In a public park. At night, 
bock in Taichung, they distribute tracts 
and extend invitations to church meetings. 
Rawaid Owadbr, superintendent of mis­

sions, Californio
Mrs. Howard I. Gory, Sponish, Tokos
Loe Dweta fcegery, student work. West 

Virginia
Ariel Horaandee, Spanish, Florida
Mrs. Jesus Leal Hernandez, retired, Texas 
Mrs. Rites Valerio, Sponish, Texos
Mrs. Doug A. Bryant, home and church, 

Ghana
Lloyd W. Mann, student work, Dominican 

Republic
Lewie A. MMer,* English-language, Taiwan 
Mrs. Herold I. Renfrew, home and church, 

South Brazil

2B Saturday John 21:12-17
Lewis A. Miller works with young people 

in Taichung, a city in the central port of 
Taiwan. His students are Sunday School 
teachers and choir members in their 
churches on Sunday morning. In the after­
noon, they often ride buses to a city an

19 Sunday Matthew 5:1-12
Although the majority of New Mexico's 

52,000 Indians still live on ancestral 
grounds, missions work was done in the 
cities or in areas adjacent to the reserva­
tions until 30 years ago. Navajos seldom 
respond to highly organized churches, pre- 
fering small, home-type fellowships. In 
order to understand and meet the needs of 
these Indians, the HMB made Victor Kan- 
eubbe, a veteran Navajo pastor, director 
of the three-year course of study for Indian 
leadership of the Navajo Training Center 
Mrs. Themes Baird, Baptist center, Virginia 
Freak B. Burrees, superintendent of mis­

sions, Wisconsin
Victor Keaeubbe, Indian, New Mexico 
Marvin R. Ford, student work, Ecuador

Robert D. Heady, preochina, Japan 
Mrs. L. C. Queries, retired, Argentina 
DenMdJRIsbsrte, preaching. South BrazH 
Cetbryn SaaM, religious education, South

Brazil
S**W***’ bu*,n*“ administration, 

Miss Owls Vineyard, retired, Brazil

30 Monday Matthew 5:13-30
James P. Craigmyle went to Beirut, Leb­

anon, in 1970 to study the Arabic language 
before going to Yemen as on evangelist. 
There he joined early missionaries Dr. and 
Mrs. James Young and others In this one 
hundred percent Muslim land. Craigmyle is 
located in Toiz where medical missions had 
prepared the way. Pray that these mis­
sionaries will be able to show Christ's love 
and compassion to six million people who 
have never heard of him.
Mrs. Ivory Jernes, retired, Mississippi
Judith A. Lambeth, US-2, inner city minis­

tries, Indiana
Mrs. Kenneth W. Neibel, ossociotional ser­

vices, Illinois
Mrs. Truest Smith, National Baptist, Florida 
Mrs. Jock Rogers Smith, church extension,

Pennsylvania
Themes S. Adkins, business administration, 

Hong Kong
Jernes P. Qeigmyle, preaching, Yemen 
Roy A. Fowler, preaching, North Brazil 
Reymond D. Humphrey, business adminis­

tration, Zambia
Mrs. Corel A. Veotch, Sr., home and church, 

Bahamas
Gory D. Miller, preaching, Tanzania

WOMEN 
COME IN 
THREE 
KINDS:
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those who lead others forward, 
those who merely mark time, and 
those who hold others back. Saca- 
jawea led others forward An Indian 
woman, she led Lewis and Clark 
through the wilderness to the Pa­
cific coast and the discovery of 
Oregon country ri

Baptist Women who go to Portland 
for the WMU Annual Meeting share 
the heritage of Sacajawea and her 
kind Such Baptist Women are the 
kind who lead other worrten for­
ward in mission support Join them 
in Portland on June 10-11 And 
while you are there visit the statue 
of Sacajawea in Washington Park

Secure hotel reservations by writing 
the Portland Convention Bureau, 
824 Southwest 5th Avenue, Port 
land. Oregon 97204
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More and more churches are realizing the importance of 
sending their newly elected officers and leaders to a training 
conference at Glorieta or Ridgecrest. Many times churches 
provide financial assistance for elected leaders to attend such 
a conference It is proving to be a worthy investment in many 
areas

A special week, geared to the needs of WMU officers, lead­
ers, and members, is held at both conference centers.

During the week women will hear both home and foreign mis­
sionaries tell of the work they are doing in various areas of the 
world They will emphasize the importance of the prayer sup­
port as well as the financial support of members of the missions 
organizations in churches Their messages will set the tone for 
the 1973-74 WMU emphasis which is mission support

Methods conferences introducing the 1973-74 plans and ma­
terials will be conducted each morning Conference leaders 
who are actively involved in the work of the organization will be 
sharing their insights with the conferees

Afternoon features include the teaching techniques for the 
1973-74 adult foreign and home mission Graded series books, 
associational workshops, problem solving sessions, and "extras” 
for age-level leaders

Sunday at Glorieta will feature Dr Kenneth Chafin, pastor, 
South Main Baptist Church, Houston, Texas Sunday at Ridge­
crest lists Dr Jesse Fletcher, Foreign Mission Board, as main 
speaker Both are actively involved in mission support; Dr 
Chafin as a pastor leading his people to support world missions 
and Dr Fletcher in an administrative position relating to the 
support of foreign missions

There is no better way to gam inspiration, enthusiasm, and 
know-how for a WMU job than to be in attendance at a WMU 
conference The missions program m a church will receive 
untold benefits from even one person's attendance

Perhaps a word of encouragement from the pastor is all that 
WMU officer or leader needs in order to set her in motion 
toward Glorieta or Ridgecrest


