


Near Eastern woman 
In the world
Which God loves 
Searches for a Way.
A woman, a world, a Way.

A new Way:
Ready to fashion
For a while
The attire of another 
Until she finds
The flair of her own new robe.

Adding, assimilating, 
Emerging, becoming, 
Removing the veil of years 
To step lighter 
In the world.

Near Eastern woman
Before a world of possibilities 
Rising from her knees
At the crossroads of the world

Near Eastern Woman

Searches for a Way__
A path defined.

She looks to the West
And then to the East, wondering, 
What is her special garment?
What will bring identity 
To the nakedness 
Of an uncovered face?

A larger identity 
A Way to make 
A unique contribution 
Bringing meaning to her 
In the world which God loves. 
Choosing?
Yesterday, to choose 
Was never necessary.

To go back to yesterday 
Might ease the discomfort 
Of choosing from so much 
And standing for so long

At the place 
Where the worlds meet.

No, only forward!
Searching for a Way 
Through all the maze 
Of possibilities, and for One 
Who might guide, 
A rudder through the rivers of

relativity.

0 woman of the Near East, 
We walk at your side. 
Your search is ours, 
For we all stand veiled 
By yesterday, and in the pam

of removal
Move on to Tomorrow.

Jeannine (Mrs. J. Conrad) 
Willmon

Missionary in Lebanon
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Women of the 
Baptist World
Elizabeth F. (Mrs. James) Smith, Baptist repre­
sentative in Ashkelon, Israel, presents five women 
who are “making vital contributions as believers in 
this land.” These Baptist women live in a variety 
of settings and represent the variety of cultures that

“Today we believers must be stronger than ever be­
fore." Basmeh Souti emphasized her statement with 
a swift motion of her rolling pin on little balls of 
dough spread over the kitchen table in her Acre 
borne.

“My children ask me questions about my faith. 
They are puzzled by what they hear in schoBVand 
need 'proof' that God lives,” Basmeh continued.

I listened as this Arab woman, a pastor's wife and 
mother of five children ages seven to seventeen, 
talked while she flattened each ball, filled it with a 
spicy spinach mixture, pinched it into a neat tri­
angle, and placed it on a baking sheet. When the 
sheet was covered, her pretty sixteen-year-old daugh­
ter Leila put it into the oven. Soon the fragrant 
aroma of the tasty Arab delicacy, iftir, filled the 
large, high-ceilinged room of the old stone house 
built by the Turks over a century ago.

From the window I could see the ancient ramparts 
built around Acre in Crusader times. Readers of the 
New Testament know this Mediterranean port as 
Ptolemais. Many nations have tried to seize this 
city. Baameh's seventeen-year-old son Johnny often 
fishes on the shore near the place where Napoleon 
tried unsuccessfully to enter in 1799. The Egyptians, 
the Turks, and the British have ruled Acre. Now it 
is part of the State of Israel.

Today the Arab population of Acre or Acco (the 
Hebrew name) continues to live in the Old City 
while the expanding Jewish population lives mainly 
in apartment complexes outside the old walls. 
Basmeh and her husband Edward have lived here 

since 1960 when the Association of Baptist Churches 
asked them to move there and develop the church 
work.

"Acre's environment is not good,” Basmeh said 
with concern. “There is wide use of drugs by young 
people here in the Old City. I need to be constantly 
aware of where my children are and with whom they 
spend their time.”

Basmeh's words brought me back from my his­
torical reverie to present-day realities. Were not 
her words the same ones Christian women around 
the world utter as they contemplate the'Mangere 
their children face h.

By now, mother and daughter were finishing lunch 
preparations and had placed on the table a large 
bowl of tabbuli, a salad made of cracked wheat, mint, 
parsley, and lemon juice. Basmeh's husband had 
come in from the Baptist Bookstore which he man-, 
ages in the heart of the Old City near the large 
mosque. The family gathered at the table in the hos­
pitable Arab manner to share their meal with my 
husband and me, their old friends from the days 
when we all lived in Nazareth. I

During the meal, we recalled common experiences 
in Baptist work in Nazareth. Edward spoke of his 
work as pastor of the Acre Baptist Church. Con­
stant shifts in population keep the church from grow­
ing numerically, he said. Men receive better jobs 
elsewhere and move their families.

Basmeh's eyes sparkled as she talked of the large 
Sunday School groups she teaches each week in 
Acre and in Kfur Smeha, a nearby village. Muslim 
and Greek Orthodox children attend.

"Sometimes people ask us if we are obliged to go 
to the village to teach in order to get money from 
the Baptists," Basmeh noted. "We tell them, ‘No, 
we do it freely and gladly because we want all people 
to know our Lord.’"

Both Basmeh and Edward commented on the 
changing attitudes of people toward church atten­
dance. “They don't seem to feel it is a necessary part 
of their lives. People think they find satisfaction 
through work and through collecting earthly goods. 
They watch television instead of attending worship 
services. We must plan home visitation around 
work and TV schedules!” Basmeh exclaimed.

By now the half-empty platters of iftir, raw vege­
tables, and hobis (bread), and the bowls of tabbuli 
had been replaced.with plates of fresh fruit. Con­
versation turned to education, which is stressed in 
the Souti household. Although a busy pastor arid 
bookstore manager, Edward is studying Old Testa­
ment and Judaism five days a week at Haifa Uni­
versity. He has studied at the Christian Service 
Training Center in Haifa founded by Baptists and 
completed the three-year certificate course in the
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Baptist Theological Seminary in Switzerland. Baa* 
meh is a substitute teacher for grades 1 to 3 in a 
public school near their home. She feels that teach­
ing not only helps the family budget but also keeps 
her in contact with her children’s away-from-home 
world. She helps Ayoub. 14. Sila. 9%. or Yousef. 
7%, with homework in the evenings as she prepares 
lesson plans or works on a play or special program 
for Sunday School.

We drank the little cups of thick sweet Turkish 
coffee which signal the end of a meal or a visit, 
thanked the Soutis, and said good-by. As we walked 
through the narrow, cobblestone lanes to our car I 
reflected: as Basmeh teaches in her home, in the 
church, and in the public school her desire is to 
present the gospel story to as many children of Acre 
as possible.

RACHEL OF
KIRYAT MALACHI

As you travel through Israel’s shefela, the long 
fertile plain stretching between the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Judean Hills, you come to Reem Cross­
roads. Located at this important junction is a small 
village, Mashmi’a-Shalom—“announcer of peace.’* 
This is one of the names of the Messiah in the 
prophecy of Isaiah: “How beautiful upon the moun­
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace (mashmi’a shalom), . . . that 
publisheth salvation (Isa. 52:7).

At Reem Crossroads several highways branch out 
in various directions: north to Tel Aviv and Jaffa, 
east to Jerusalem, west to Ashkelon, and south to 
Beersheba. If you turn east towards the Judean 
foothills leading to Jerusalem, you soon come to a 
small town called Kiryat Malachi, “Town of My 
Angel.** It was founded in 1952 by Los Angeles 
Jews to help the young State of Israel care for the 
great influx of immigrants. Perhaps typical of most 
of the new settlements, it is populated by Jews from 

many nations: Romania, Morocco, Persia, Argw 
tins, Russia, Tunisia, and other countries. Picture 
the variety and contrasts of physical types, lan­
guages, food, dress, and cultural ideals. Some Hvt 
decades behind their neighbors, yet all are unital 
in their desire to establish a strong nation and to 
live in peace within her boundaries.

Among the first settlers in Kiryat Malachi wars 
Rachel and her family. They came to Israel in 1952 
along with a large number of other Jews from Iran 
(Persia). Rachel was born in Teheran and received 
her education in Christian schools there. Later aha 
became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as her 
Messiah and taught in a Presbyterian school before 
her marriage to a Jewish merchant. After she im­
migrated to Israel Rachel began to teach Bible to 
a group of women and girls who also had come 
from Iran. She used the Persian language since 
these women had not yet learned Hebrew, the na­
tional language. In fact, most of them could not 
read or write any language; they learned by rote 
as Rachel read and explained. As time went by, 
however, the younger girls were required to attend 
school and learn Hebrew. They then wanted their 
own Bibles.

A well-meaning Christian friend sent Rachel a bos 
of Bibles in Hebrew which contained both the OH 
and New Testaments. Rachel’s husband, who is not 
a believer, found these Bibles before she had a chance 
to distribute them. In fear of the local rabbi, her 
husband burned the books. Nevertheless, Rachel 
continued to teach from her one Persian Bible, using 
both the Testaments.

Several years ago I met Rachel through a worker 
of another evangelical Protestant group. The worker 
wanted my family to have fellowship with Rachel’s. 
Rachel joined the Bible study class held weekly in 
our home in Ashkelon. We visited in her small 
apartment, met her husband and two sons, and ad­
mired pictures of the family of her married daughter.

One Easter season, believers from over Israel 
gathered in Jerusalem for a special service. Rachel 
attended with us. She was thrilled to sit in a large 
auditorium with Arab and Jewish believers from 
many villages, towns, and cities, and with tourists 
from several countries. A Congolese choir sang in 
their own tongue the “Hallelujah Chorus’’ from 
Handel’s Messiah.

As we left Jerusalem and descended the Judean 
hills to the shefela plain, Rachel said, “That’s what 
I want for my town of Kiryat Malachi: to accept 
my Jesus as their Messiah and shout ’Hallelujah.’"

Day by day Rachel quietly and patiently give* 
out the “good tidings’’ to the women and girl* 
around her. This Persian Jewish woman is a mash- 
mi’a-shalom, a publisher of peace.

RHADIA SHURROSH OF 
CENTRAL ISRAEL

Speak out! This advice comes from a young Arab 
woman, small in physical sice but gigantic in her 
desire to solve any social problem, to clear up any 
religious misunderstanding, and to stand firm on 
her Christian principles.

Rhadia Shurrosh’s whole life centers on these aims. 
She is a social worker, the coordinator of an Arab- 
Jewish team which conducts a rehabilitation pro­
gram for the disabled in a rural Muslim Arab area 
in central Israel. She works with a medical doctor, 
occupational and physical therapists, a vocational 
counselor, and special consultants. “These co­
workers respect my religious feelings which I ex­
press mainly through my attitude and through my 
concern for the welfare of the whole person with 
whom I am dealing,** Rhadia explains. "I try to give 
hope to the disabled as they strive for social as well 
as physical recovery.”

An active member of the Detach Tikvah Church 
at Baptist Village, Rhadia serves on the pastoral 
committee and is a co-teacher of the junior high 
Bible class. For the Association of Baptist Churches 
in Israel she is coordinator of women’s work, a post 
•he has held for two years. Recently over 100 women 
from the Baptist churches and centers in Israel at­
tended a nationwide conference under her leader­
ship.

On a broader level, Rhadia serves in an advisory 
capacity in an Anglican Youth Club in a nearby 
town. She travels there weekly to help with this 
program which is open to all Christian youth in the 
area.

Rhadia makes no distinction between her secular 
work and her church work. “God wants us to use 
everything we have for him, so that our whole life 
« dedicated to his service,” she says. “When I am 
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helping my recently widowed stepmother, or coun­
seling with a young cripple, or directing a women's 
rally, or sitting in a meeting of the associations! 
council, I am serving my Lord. I am convinced that 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ must give our­
selves to others in service dedicated to him. This is 
the way to show we love him.”

Soon after Rhadia's birth in Nazareth in 1944, her 
mother died. Her father, a Baptist, took her to live 
in the George W. Truett Children’s Home. In 1955 
Baptists moved the home to the Sharon Plain hear 
Petach Tikvah, and Rhadia and eighteen other chil­
dren moved with it to that rich agricultural area. 
She attended the Baptist school and graduated in 
1963. She did further study in Jerusalem while work­
ing in the library at Baptist House and in a public 
bookshop.

With the help of an American Presbyterian couple 
she met in Jerusalem, Rhadia went to the United < 
States in 1966 to attend Iowa Wesleyan College. 
Alice Shurrosh (as she was called in the US) gradu­
ated in 1970 and went on to Michigan State Univer­
sity, from which she received the master of social | 
work degree in 1972. Her good academic record' 
(including membership in a national honor society 
and listing in Who’s Who in American Colleges end 
Universities) and her vast experience in social work 
helped her get a job quickly upon her return to 
Israel.

Rhadia chose social work as a career because 
she felt she could use it to help Israel’s Arab minor­
ity improve their status and at the same time give 
expression to her deep desire to serve God.

“I realized that the Christian church is like a 
community or society," she says. "My observatibns 
of Christians, however, led me to feel that the 
church was trying to detach itself from the real 
world." She feels that Arabs in Israel will improve 
their self-image as they learn to express their Chris­
tian beliefs in practical daily living.

Another of Rhadia’s hopes is to “educate young 
women believers that one aspect of maturing as a 
Christian is to take part in the outreach of the 
church."

By word and by example, Rhadia encourages be­
lievers to “speak out” their convictions and to take 
action. Last summer, because of Rhadia's direct 
appeal to a Baptist church, twenty-one Arab children 
from impoverished homes were able to enjoy the 
camping program at Baptist Village. The church 
not only paid for the camp experience for these 
children but also set up an annual budget for such 
use. Rhadia hopes the idea will spread throughoi^ 
the association.

Rhadia Shurrosh is a little woman but a Christian 
giant!
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The attractive young woman swiveled her chair in 
front of her typewriter table to face me as I entered 
the office. Yes, she would be glad to talk to me 
about her belief in Jesus Christ as Messiah and 
about her life as a "completed Jew."

Shulamit lives in the city of Jerusalem, the city 
held sacred by three major religions: Judaism, Chris­
tianity, and Islam.

She spoke earnestly and frankly as she answered 
my questions. From her early childhood in New 
York, Shulamit had learned of Israel from her Jewish 
parents. They supported the Zionist cause and in­
stilled in their daughter a desire to see the land 
where Jews could live as a nation after centuries in 
the Diaspora (settlements of Jews outside Pales­
tine).

After completing her studies in a New York col­
lege, Shulamit worked in market research in England 
for three years. Before she returned home she de­
cided she would spend a year in Israel working in a 
kibbutz (a collective farm or settlement) and learn­
ing Hebrew. In Israel she met young Jews from 
many nations. “The majority of them seem to be 
running away from something," Shulamit recalled. 
“Only one had direction in his life.”

She learned that this young man, Arieh, was a 
believer in Jesus Christ as Messiah and Lord of his 
life. He was from Peru where his parents were 
Wycliffe Bible Translators. Shulamit and Arieh be­
gan reading the Bible together. Previously, Shulamit 
had read only the Old Testament as part of Jewish 
literature. “I started to see the truth of what Arieh 
taught about Christ, and I believed," Shulamit ex­
plained. Later she and Arieh became engaged. She 
returned to New York to tell her parents about her 
new faith and about her engagement to a Gentile. 
They were angry on both counts. They did have to 
admit they saw a difference in her life. When the 
parents finally agreed to meet Arieh several months 
later they were impressed that he was “conscientious 
and sincere,” but they did not approve the marriage.

Shulamit and Arieh were married in two cere­
monies—civil and church. Her parents refused to 

attend either ceremony but they did allow the newly 
marrieds to stay in their home a month before they 
returned to Israel to live. Arieh is now a student in 
physics and mathematics at Hebrew University. 
Shulamit had little trouble getting a job as a secre­
tary.

“I am growing as a Christian," Shulamit said. “I 
have within me a strong desire to please the Lord 
and do what he wants me to do."

As a new immigrant to Israel and as a “Hebrew 
Christian" (as Jewish believers in Jesus Christ are 
known in Israel), Shulamit has special problems but 
also special opportunities. "As a believer I must 
prove myself with Jews, and sometimes I face an­
tagonism from them. I must walk softly and witness 
with my life more than with my words." Shulamit 
feels it is important for her to know a person well 
before she gives verbal witness of her beliefs.

The young couple worships with a small group 
in a house-church. Such groups of eighteen to 
twenty believers are springing up in Israel; they do 
not replace the organized churches but supplement 
them. “I think it best for me not to worship in an 
all-Jewish group. It is not honoring to the Lord to 
be exclusive,” she explained. “Our group is small, 
and we feel close enough to minister to each other. 
We share problems and pray together in little groups 
of three or four.” When she and Arieh feel the need 
for in-depth Bible study, they do attend one of the 
established churches.

Shulamit hopes many Jews in Israel will hear and 
respond to the gospel message. She cautions be­
lievers, however, to “be willing to accept the Lord’s 
timing. This doesn't seem to be the time. Just be 
a presence—love one another; this communicates to 
people around you. Hope. Pray. God will give the 
increase in his time.”

“I don’t go around saying, 'I'm a Christian.’ I J* 
try to live it before the people I meet.” This is the 

way Mitchiko Oekawa sums up her witness in Jeru­
salem where she has been living for three years while 
her husband Herokazu studies at Hebrew Univer­
sity.

This dainty Japanese woman learned this philos­
ophy of practical Christianity from observing a 
Catholic priest who lived near her Buddhist family 
in Tokyo during her childhood.

“Actually, I first loved this Canadian priest; then 
I learned to love his faith and his Lord,” Mitchiko 
explains. The priest’s gentle manner and friendly 
attitude finally convinced her family that it could 
not be harmful if Mitchiko studied English conver­
sation at the nearby Catholic school. Later she 
bought a Bible and studied it with the priest.

“Gradually I became a believer and was baptized 
as a Catholic," she says.

Eight years ago, while still a student of industrial 
design in college, Mitchiko married Herokazu, a 
Baptist. “My husband helped me see the difference 
between Catholics and Baptists. Now I know Bap­
tists are freer and closer to the New Testament.”

Mitchiko is perhaps typical of thousands of in­
ternational women who are living temporarily in 
Israel today. They come to study, to work, or to 
provide a home for their husbands who have a spe­
cial assignment in the country. Mitchiko has set up 
a home for her husband and their two children: 
Yoshinori, a boy of seven, and Maho, a girl of thir­
teen months. They live in a small apartment at 
Baptist House in the heart of Jerusalem. The couple 
serve as caretakers for the Baptist building The 
Oekawas enter into all the activities of the Baptist 

congregation which meets in the chapel next doos 
to Baptist House.

Her husband studies Hebrew and plans to teach 
it in a university when he gets Me PhD degree and 
they return to Japan. At present he io getting prac­
tical experience by teaching the Japanese language 
to two classes at the university and by tearWng 
Bible in Hebrew to Japanese and Korean children 
who attend the West Jerusalem Baptist Church each 
week.

When she first came to live in the “Holy City," 
Mitchiko could not believe everyone was not a Chris­
tian. She was lonely; the language barrier shut her 
out. Later the Ogawas found friends among other 
Japanese students in Jerusalem; a Japanese woman 
believer helped Mitchiko make the necessary adjust­
ments from the Far East to the Middle East way 
of life. She now knows where to purchase all the 
ingredients for the famous Japanese tea ceremony 
whenever she wants to entertain in the old-world' 
way. She gets great pleasure from her skills ia 
ikebana and makes the flower arrangements for the 
church worship services each week. “I feel it is mja 
gift to the Lord," she says simply.

As Mitchiko has contacts with her Israeli neigh­
bors around Baptist House, with the parents of chil­
dren in the school her son attends, and with those 
who worship with the Baptist congregation, she 
gives testimony in her quiet way of what it means 
to be “like Christ.” Her service for the Lord in the 
church, her wholesome family life in an environment 
so different from her native Japan, her love for 
people—all witness of her Christianity.
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If you Reglect your love to your 
neighbor, in voir you profess your 
love of God."

TWELVE PARTICIPANTS of a 
world evangelism conference were 
seated in a restaurant. The meal 
consisted of a generous portion of 
rice topped with succulent chicken 
and gravy.

A frail Vietnamese pastor im­
mediately bowed his head to give 
thanks to God despite the 3,000 
noisy people in the room. His quiet 
prayer ended in uncontrollable 
tears. A Brazilian student beside 
him put his arm around the pastor 
to comfort him.

"I cannot eat!" the pastor ex­
plained. The week before, he said, 
he stood in line for spoonfuls of 
rice for persons too old or sick to 
leave their homes. Many of these 
were dying from hunger. He could 
not imagine that plate full of food 
all for himself.

The meal became a "banquet 
of love" because of compassion. A 
psychiatrist has stated that com­
passion is the most healing of all 
human emotions. The world has 

undergone many transformations 
because of compassion: slavery 
was abolished; child labor was 
ended; missionaries have intro­
duced Jesus Christ to many people 
throughout the world.

But the amazing thing about 
compassion is what it can do for 
the person who feels it.

A white-haired mountain 
woman living in a tiny isolated 
cabin was asked how she kept 
from being lonesome. "Oh," she 
said, "if that feeling starts to come 
on in the summertime, I take a 
bunch of flowers to some shut-in. 
And if it's winter, I just go out and 
feed the birds!" An act of com­
passion was her instinctive anti­
dote for loneliness.

Arthur Gordon in A Touch of 
Wonder* suggests three qualities, 
latent in all of us, that give us the 
capacity to share another's suf­
fering. Jesus demonstrated these 
qualities.

Empathy—the ability to "walk 
in the moccasins" of the sufferer

Courage—necessary to trans­
late caring into action

Habit of helping

We can train ourselves to re­
spond to other people's needs, not 
so much by rigid self-discipline 
but by making the small effort: 
go the second mile; see someone 
in trouble and help if you con; 
take a fair share of civic and ser­
vice opportunities. Almost without 
knowing it, you will push yourself 
off center stage And helping will 
become a way of life.

BE SURI TO SHARI YOUR TUR­
KEY! It's so easy to add a place 
or two at the Thanksgiving table. 
For whom? That's easy, too! An 
elderly couple with no family 
nearby. A child from a detention 
center. An international student. 
A missionary son or daughter from 
a local college. An international 
family. A widow or widower or any 
single person away from family. A 
next-door neighbor who needs at­
tention.

Take a plate to someone who 
must work on Thanksgiving Day 
a service station attendant, a clerk 
in the pharmacy, a watchman or 
janitor You won't need to look 

far.

"H you're endowed with any sig- 
nificont energies or talent, you 
may as well resign yourself to the 
fact that throughout life you will 
be carrying coattail riders who will 
try to exploit you. But instead of 
fuming and fretting about this 
you'd better thank God for the 
qualities that attract the parasites, 
and not waste time trying to shake 
them off."*

A REGULAR WALK to a neigh­
borhood drugstore for on ice­
cream cone is One of my few 
memories of preschool days. 
"Poppy" thoroughly enjoyed this 
walk too. He included his de­
lighted granddaughters in some­
thing he wanted to do.

God commissioned parents to 
love their children as well as to 
discipline and teach them. It's 
easy to buy and give when money 
is available. But adding to the pile 
of toys does not communicate 
love; the practice may merely en­
courage a child to grow up with on 
inordinate attachment to posses­
sions.

Joining in your children's activi­
ties on occasion is good. But 
naturally including the young ones 
in our activities creates the strong­
est bond of love. For example:

Dad purchases an extra ticket 
to the football game.

Dad requests help in solving his 
crossword puzzle.

Mom invites her teen-ager to 
go out to lunch on Saturday, or 
takes her along to select a wed- 
d*ng gift.

We cannot express our love 
without spending time at it. This 
means more than squeezing in 
fifteen minutes each day at 5 P.M. 
It means regularly and naturally 
including a child in activities that 
are meaningful to both of you.

This "theology" works well on 
°dults, too. Try it.

’A Touch of Wondw by Arthur Gordon;
1974; $4.95 through Baptitt Book

MY MOM INVfNTfO an elegant 
left-over turkey recipe.

Roll five or six generous bite- 
sized pieces of cooked turkey in 
a slice of very thin-sliced spiced 
beef. Wrap this bundle with a strip 
of bacon.

Make 10-12 rolls
Place meat and rolls in a shal­

low baking dish and cover with a 
mixture of two cans cream of 
mushroom soup and one cup sour 
cream. Bake at 325 degrees for 
one to two hours. Serve on a bed 
of rice.

SHE WAS GIVING away tickets 
to everyone who looked as if they 
wanted them.

The PTA festival provided 
booths for children to burst bal­
loons, "go fishing," and fourteen 
other gimmicks—if they had tick­
ets (ten cents each). Leigh was 
given twenty tickets for the after­
noon and was having a ball giving 
them away.

Her mother watched from her 
work post in the refreshment 
booth, wishing she could warn 
Leigh that at the rate she was go­
ing, she wouldn't win any prizes 
for herself.

Luckily, Leigh's mother was too 
busy to stop her. As she reflected 
she remembered reading that the 
friendship of the young is the best 
kind of all: they aren't afraid to 
give themselves away. And they 
con often offer warmth and friend­
ship with a sincerity adults can't 
give; because, as one gets older, 
one begins to weigh what one 
gives.

God, don't let us impose our 
adult selfishness and reservations 
on the young ones whose lives we 
mold.

IS IT WORTH ITT Erin sullenly 
climbed in the back seat of the 
car, her lips puckered in a pout. 
Silence all the way home. Mar­
garet, her best friend, was bub­
bling with chatter beside me in the 
front seat

When Margaret left the car at 
her front door, Erin almost bunt 
to express her anger. Margaret 
was NOT supposed to ride in the 
front seat of our car! That was 
Erin's privilege. Margaret never 
let her ride in the front seat when 
Mrs. Duncan was driving. It wasn't 
fair! What's more, she wasn't 
going to play with Margaret all 
afternoon!

My ten-minute lecture followed. 
Is a three-minute ride in the front 
siat of the car worth a whole 
afternoon with no playmate? To 
Erin's seven-year-old mind It was.

Two days later I returned a 
poorly repaired bicycle to a shop. 
I was brimming over with the in­
justice of charges made for an 
additional repair, and my tongue- 
lashing left the young clerk shak­
ing his head as he loaded the 
dismantled bike bock in the car. 
I took the bike to another shop 
and righteously repeated the 
tongue lashing to anyone who 
would listen.

Before dark that day the ques­
tion boomeranged: Was it worth 
it? What did grievous words ac­
complish? Pride in a glib tongue? 
The repair done without charge? 
No; I paid for it at the shop next 
door. A clerk learned a lessdn? 
No; he was carrying out company 
policy Peace of mind? No; my 
stomach was churning and my 
hands trembled when I left the 
bike shop. Had anything been ac­
complished? Nothing. If it had, 
mine would have been a seven­
year-old mind.

And the final question came 
home to me: Could Christ have 
been seen in that situation? There 
is no way he could have worked 
through me after that.

Oh, God, forgive our grievous 
words.

You told us over and over 
to watch our tongues. ,
Help us repair our damages 
So your life can again be ours. 
Amen Q
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When the Six Day War of 1967 
began on the fifth of June, both 
Virginia Cobb and her missionary 
colleague Nancie Wingo were at 
home in the Muslim quarter of 
Beirut, Lebanon.

All that day radios had blared. 
Feelings had run high, and by the 
next afternoon Americans had 
received the message: "Come im­
mediately to the American Uni­
versity for processing Come now. 
Bring blankets. Bring food for 
twenty-four hours."

Virginia and Nancie responded 
reluctantly

"Where are you going^" one 
neighbor called from her balcony 
as they left the building, suitcases 
in hand

"Inshullah Tirjiauna, God will­
ing, you will return," another 
called

"Allah Mykum God go with 
you "

"Virginia, isn't it amazing how 
wonderful people can be to you 
personally, even when they feel 
your country is helping their 
enemy ?

A few weeks after the war, the 
first few return visas were granted 
to businessmen; and, next, to 
Virginia along with two fellow mis­
sionaries whose husbands had not 
left Beirut One of these men met 
Virginia with the news that her 
apartment had been looted Things 
were m disarray, gone were winter 
clothes, linens, dishes, a green 
rug, the coffee table Messages 
were scribbled on the walls "Long 
live Abdel Nasser" and "Death 
to the spies of imperialism " As 
•I on second thought, a line had 
been drawn through the latter 
statement The record player and 
o typewriter had been dropped at 
the door and on them was a note 
of apology in beautiful Arabic 
script We beg your pardon We 
thought you were engaged in 
political work against the Arab, 
but we noticed from books and 
letters that are present that you 
ore engaged in religious matters 
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and not in the political matters. 
Therefore, we beg that you will 
forgive us." The note was signed, 
"Ikhwatukum, your brethren "

"It's good this happened," Vir­
ginia wrote to Nancie who had 
gone to the States for a brief visit. 
"It shows they accept and respect 
a person who is concerned with 
religion—even if it's not theirs. 
Now whoever it was knows us in 
that capacity."

Much to the consternation of 
her colleagues, Virginia moved 
back into her apartment The 
neighbors came to express regret 
and concern "Forty houses around 
a man's house contain his neigh­
bors," insists an Islamic tradition

Virginia received her neighbors 
gladly The landlady The couple 
upstairs, with their baby The 
people in the ground-floor apart­
ment The boys in the electrical 
shop The mother of the family 
downstairs

"And Nancie," she wrote, "I 
borrowed two plates from you, and 
the ironing board."

IN /^PARTICULAR WAY Vir­
ginia Cobb lived for her neighbors 
in the Muslim quarter in hopes 
that by openness to them, she 
might have the opportunity to talk 
about Jesus. She lived also for the 
people who came into the book­
store and reading room she di­
rected at the Baptist publications 
office down the street a block and 
across the corner from her apart­
ment Older children came first, 
to know if they could borrow 
books Then high school and uni­
versity students And mothers who 
first read what their children took 
home, but later came themselves 
wanting books on child care, and 
to talk about religion

One woman in particular talked 
about God "God is the creator," 
Virginia explained "Very great, 
yes, always present But in his love 
there is a new relationship God 
says 'come near ' " The two women 
talked more than once

"But I never knew there were 
any Christians who believe what 
you do about a personal God."

This woman who had not talked 
with many Christians, nor at­
tended a meeting of any Christian 
congregation, kept returning to 
borrow other books and to talk. 
The people in the bookstore heard 
that she defended Christians to 
her neighbors.

Another visitor to the publica­
tions office reported that the 
bookstore and reading room had 
changed the whole neighborhood.

"We don't hear so much quar­
reling and cursing on the street," 
one boy said "People are coming 
from blocks away just to read your 
books," he explained.

After some months, Virginia 
was able to report to the publi­
cation committee of the Arab 
Baptist Mission (organization of 
Southern Baptist missionaries) that 
150 books had been borrowed in 
a single week

"The neighbors now are fast 
friends," she continued, "and the 
staff is convinced that showing 
Christ's love to Muslims is not 
only possible but a great joy."

Later, talking with Nancie, Vir­
ginia commented again on the 
changes they were seeing in the 
neighborhood

"The young people, Nancie, are 
saying, 'this is our reading room ' "

LOOK AGAIN at that pronoun 
"our " Its use is perhaps the best 
clue to the gift of belonging

"Our room," the Basta youth 
said, meaning that frequenting 
the Baptist reading room as they 
did, they and other neighborhood 
people felt at home there. But 
consider these problems: Leba­
nese nationals relating to a for­
eigner, Arabic-speaking local 
people conversing with an English- 
speaking outsider; Muslim youth 
attracted by the work of a Chris­
tian missionary

What brought them together?
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THE GIFT OF BELONGING IS PERSONAL IN THE DELIBERATE SENSE IN WHICH BEING A MISSIONARY IS THE OUTWARD 

EXPRESSION OF AN INNER CALLING. THIS GIFT IS FROM GOD AND THIS GIFT IS FOR OTHERS, A CONCEPT LIVED OUT 

IN THE BRIEF SPAN OF YEARS MISSIONARY VIRGINIA COBB, A GEORGIAN AND A SOUTHERN BAPTIST, GAVE TO THE 

MIDDLE EAST.

What encouraged the interface 
across linguistic, cultural, religious 
barriers?

Love? God's love?
Actually, it was a person bear­

ing this love. A person bore a 
witness by her whole life-style. 
For love is a matter of the heart, 
and inseparable from the driving 
force—the source—of a person's 
being.

With Virginia Cobb bearing this 
love, the young people in the Basta 
sensed in the Baptist reading room 
a depth of concern new in their 
experience. Here were persons 
who cared for them so deeply that 
it showed in the welcome extended, 
in the patience &ith which their 
questions were received and re­
sponded to, in the respect ac­
corded their views. In a word, the 
Basta youth found acceptance.

Plus a serendipity: hearing their 
beautiful Arabic language used 
skilfully by a foreigner.

To pass the time of day or 
locate a book title—many for­
eigners could do that. But in the 
Baptist reading room there was 
more: conversation; dialogue; 
sharing of aspirations, fears, un­
certainties, doubts, hopes, dreams, 
and goals.

IN THE CHRISTIAN PILGRIM­
AGE, one of the important lessons 
of discipleship is to accept the role 
of a witness, each in the place of 
his or her daily life. Another is to 
discover and use one's own gifts. 
Because of the diversity of per­
sonal circumstances, different 
people find fulfilment in different 
pursuits and people are led dif­
ferent ways in the stewardship of 
the gospel.

Being a missionary is, in this 
sense, the gift of belonging. It is 

a fulfilment, an incarnation min­
istry, a specific function in Chris­
tian proclamation which makes 
strenuous demands on the person 
called to undertake it. The mas­
tery of a second language is a 
lifelong discipline which goes far 
beyond the skills needed to hag­
gle in a marketplace or make 
routine inquiries. The emotional 
adjustment to a whole new set of 
social mores is an intense experi­
ence hard to overstate. The capa­
city to accept persons of another 
religion and to respect their views 
even in the process of finding ways 
to communicate the Christian 
message—who is equal to the 
task? Or who, contemplating this 
calling, can anticipate a measure 
of fulfilment apart from the en­
abling grace of God?

IN HER BRIEF (1952-1970) 
missionary career in the Middle 
East, Virginia Cobb learned Arabic 
as few other foreigners have done. 
Further, as director of Baptist pub­
lications for the Arab world, she 
was responsible for many books 
and quarterlies, for operating the 
bookstore and reading room in 
Beirut, and for conducting a cor­
respondence course for which ap­
proximately 8,000 persons had 
registered.

J. D. Hughey, secretary for 
Europe and the Middle East, 
pointed out at the time of her 
death, that Virginia and her asso­
ciates won the respect and friend­
ship of most of their neighbors. 
Only a few fanatical persons de­
manded that the Christian center 
in their neighborhood be removed 
—so vehemently that in 1968 Vir­
ginia and her colleagues heeded 
the request of Lebanon's Minister 
of Interior to move the library and 
reading room for the sake of peace 
in the Muslim quarter of the city.

But those who picked up the 
publication work where Virigirta 
left off quickly overcame the 
handicap of a change in location. 
Within a brief time, some 700 of 
those who hod had library cards in 
the reading room in the Basta were 
back borrowing books from the 
new location—so many that in its 
first month, missionary Emmett 
Barnes reported between 900 and 
1,000 young people, mostly Mus­
lim, borrowing books.

"Trying to evaluate our situa­
tion now and previously," Emmett 
said, "where we are now seems 
right and better for us at this time. 
However, we would not be reach­
ing the young people if it were not 
for the time spent in close prox­
imity to the people in the Muslim 
neighborhood."

The Baptist bookstore and read­
ing room in Beirut continue to 
reach young people and others 
with the good news of God's love 
demonstrated in Christ Jesus. Be­
cause God continues to call men 
and women to missionary service, 
and gives to each in a singulor 
way the gift of belonging. □

* The Gift of Belonging by Johnni Johnson 
(Broodman Press, 1975), $1.75. Avail- 
able through Baptist Book Stores.
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Offering Doubles 
in Nazareth

It was Christmas 1974 and time 
for the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering at Nazareth Baptist 
Church.

Dale Thorne (right, in photo), 
Baptist representative in Israel, 
was afraid that inflation would 
lower the offering and the 
church would not make its 
goal. But he hadn’t counted 
on the efforts of a deacon 
named George Lati.

The Israeli lira had just been 
devalued and new taxes im­
posed. The cost of all items 
shot up from 50 to 300 percent 
overnight. Lati was dejected, 
thinking that it would be im­
possible to expect a good of­
fering, especially anything like 
the three thousand lira col-
lected the year before.

In faith he began to dis­
tribute the envelopes not only 
to the students and staff of the 
Baptist school but also to any­
one he came across in the 
town. Money started to come 
in.

Gaza Nurses Honored
Members of the nursing school 
of the Gaza Baptist Hospital 
were recently recognized as 
outstanding nurses in the Gaza 
Strip. Bertha Jane Marshall, 
Southern Baptist director of 
the Baptist Hospital School of 
Nursing, presented the Red 
Crescent award, for outstand­
ing leadership and advance­
ment In the field of nursing, to 
Khadija el Shalfouth. Miss el 
Shalfouth, a Baptist Hospital 
graduate and staff nurse su­
pervisor, is from the Jabalia 
refugee camp of the Strip. 
Three other young women from 
government and United Na­
tions health installations In 
Gaza were also recognized.

By the middle of January 
sixty-six hundred lira (eleven 
hundred dollars) had been col­
lected. Another two thousand 
lira were collected simultane­
ously for a benevolent cause 
in Nazareth.

Thorne credits Lati with the 
work. He's even jokingly re­
named the offering the "Lati 
Moon Christmas Offering."

Pastor Fuad Sakhnini said, 
"For many years we have re­
ceived help from Baptists in 
America. Now we want to 
share so that we too can be a 
part of world evangelism."

Missionaries 
Scattered

Missionaries stationed in Viet­
nam before evacuation In April 
are now scattered throughout 
Asia and the United States.

Some have been reassigned 
to other countries. Stephen 
Brown, journeyman; Herman 
and Dottie Hayes; Peyton and 
Celia Moore; Joe and Gloria 
Turman are assigned to Indo­
nesia.

Transferred to the Philip­
pines are Robert and Priscilla 
Compher, Kenneth and Eliza­
beth Goad, and William and 
Audrey Roberson.

Before finding new places of 
service, the following mission­
aries aided evacuees on Guam 
and on military bases in the 
US: Earl and Sheridan Bengs, 
Gene and Priscilla Tunnell. 
Robert and Ida Davis, Lpwis 
and Antoinette Myers, James 
and Barbara Lassiter.

Several former missionary 
journeymen joined the refugee 
sponsorship efforts.

Also to be reassigned were 
James and Linda Bobo, James 
and Margaret Gayle, James 
and Paulette Kellum, Samuel 
and Marian Longbottom.

Samuel and Rachel James 
are serving at the Foreign Mis­
sion Board in Richmond, Vir- 
Qinia, where he is a research 
assistant to J. Winston Craw­
ley, overseas division director.

Puppets Tel 
Bible Stories

Marionette* (puppet*) are be­
ing u*ed to tell atorlea of Je*u* 
to the staff and patient* of the 
Gaza Baptlat Hoapltal. South­
ern Baptlit Kenneth R. Mulll- 
can Jr., with a group of local 
believer*, recently presented a 
serie* of five program* ualng 
marionette* In traditional Arab 
dree*, tape*, and fllmatrlp*.

Church Dedicated 
K in Beirut

The fifty-five-member Ras Bei­
rut Baptist Church (Lebanon) 
recently dedicated a new au­
ditorium with a seating capa­
city of four hundred. Mission­
aries were presented a plaque 
of appreciation for their help 
and for the financial support of 
Southern Baptists.

The new auditorium may 
seem a bit optimistic consider­
ing the size of the church, but 
640 people crowded into the 
building for the dedication ser­
vice. A few days after the dedi­
cation a banquet was held in 
honor of the missionaries in 
Lebanon.

Southern Baptists paid for 
about 70 percent of the cost of 
the auditorium and accom­
panying four-story education 
building. The church, located 

in a fashionable business dis­
trict, is financing the addition 
of eight stories to the building 
and will rent them for office 
space. A contractor, who Is a 
member of the church, Is do­
ing the entire building project 
without personal profit.

At the banquet, pastor and 
businessman Philip Zacca 
said, "We thank God for every 
missionary man or woman who 
has helped In spreading the 
gospel of love and grace In our 
land.”

Aha Hunt Takes 
new Kue

Alma Hunt, recently retired 
WMU executive secretary, Is 
serving overseas one year as 
special consultant on woman’s 
work for the Foreign Mission 
Board.

"Miss Hunt is greatly be­
loved by missionaries and na­
tional Christians," says Baker 
J. Cauthen, of the Foreign Mis­
sion Board. "Her visits to 
missions fields will bring much 
encouragement and help."

At the invitation of Baptist . 
conventions and Missions (or­
ganizations of Southern Baptist 
missionaries) she is helping 
strengthen woman's work, 
especially In the area of mis­
sions education. She will also ’. 
meet with women missionaries 
to discuss the role of women ' 
in missions.
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Combine the following elements in 
a small container Arabs. Oil. Israeli 
Jews.

Stir well, alternating suspicion 
with generous quantities of outright 
distrust.

Spice liberally with struggle be­
tween global powers.

Then add a portion of Christian 
missions.

Now, with this strange mixture 
before you, consider what it must be 
like to live and work as a US Bap­
tist with Arabs in Lebanon, Jordan, 
and Gaza; or with both Arabs and 
Jews in Israel.

A look at the scale on a map of 
the Middle East reminds us that we 
are thinking about a very small area. 
So keep in mind that our representa­
tives there are never far from what­
ever happens in any one of these 
nations.

“I’d be scared to death,” you say.
“How do they go on working 

when the future is so uncertain?” 
you wonder.

Amazingly, they don’t act as if 
they’re scared to death.

"If things quieted down over here, 
then I think we’d really feel tense,” 
notes Dwight Baker. He has spent 
many years in the Middle East.

“Most of us are accustomed to 
the daily clashes reported over radio 
and in the press. Warnings and 
threats come as daily fare. It’s a 
normal way of life for us.”

But even though most of the time 
these men and women just go on 
about their work—in schools, hos­
pitals, offices, and at home—na­
tional tensions do affect them. 
Several Southern Baptist representa­
tives in the Middle East tell what

to pop."

Tla Mm ot CMBct

“When open conflict is brew^" 
Frances (Mrs. Wayne) Fuller st 
Lebanon says, “the threat of evace 
ation hangs over our heads. Thb 
means a lot of extra work for « 
all. What will happen to Baptta 
work when we must leave? Who 
will take over? What must be M 
accessible to those who remain, aad 
what mutt be locked up? Who will 
be responsible? So many decision

“Of course, emergency system 
have been worked out well ahead 
of time. We have detailed plans lor 
action in case of emergency. But 
under such serious circumstances 
putting them into effect is no casual 
process.”

And what about the families? 
Says Mrs. Fuller, mother of five: “If 
you have to leave, you don’t want 
to leave dirty clothes in the hamper. 
You can’t leave food in the re­
frigerator. There are suitcases to be 
packed, and for how long you don’t 
know. With a big family, that’s no 
minor project.

“Then you must think of whit 
must be done in case you are al­
lowed to remain. Staple food and 
supplies must be secured. Have you 
thought of everything? Do you haw 
enough for the ‘duration*? Every­
thing is going around in your head 
at once. I have to admit, it puts as 
under a strain.”

Then there are the children. Sis­
year-old Cynthia Fuller said once, 
as her family prepared to evacuate. 
“My heart is broken in the middle 
if I can’t live in Jordan!” (At that 
time the Fullers were serving i» 
Jordan.)

On more than one occasion, faai 
lies in Jordan have been separated 
for weeks at a time. Several mother 
were cooped up with their small 
ones in inexpensive hotels, first ® 
one city then another. It was "* 
very difficult, unsteady time for to 
one said.

At one time four wives rented 
apartments and lived for an entire 
school year away from their hus­
bands. The men were able to make 
short visits only once a month.

Southern Baptist representatives 
in the Middle East who have lived 
through several all-out wars remind 
us that these times have been the 
exception rather than the rule. But 
wartime experiences are not easily 
forgotten.

They recall curfews when no one 
was allowed outside the house. No 
one was permitted to go to work, 
to the market, to the drugstore. All 
shops were closed. All work stopped.

Church services were cancelled. 
Visitation and group activities halted. 
The pastors tried to keep in touch 
with members, to pray with them, 
to encourage them to maintain their 
faith in God and be faithful in pri­
vate worship.

"After three days,” one woman 
recalls, "when we were ‘climbing 
the walls’ and running out of fresh 
food, the curfew was lifted for an 
hour in the morning and an hour in 
the afternoon.

"As tensions lessened, the curfew 
was lifted for daylight hours only, 
and people opened up their shops 
again. But at the sound of shooting, 
the men rushed home, lest they be 
stranded in the business district 
away from their wives and children.

“During times of open conflict, 
the work of every day had to gd on. 
Dishes had to be washed, clothes 
laundered (and dried indoors), chil­
dren taken care of. Our youngsters 
played under a table in the hallway, 
away from open windows and the 
dangers of falling glass.”

It is a big order for missionary 
mothers to help the children handle 
their fears. "Ours were so frightened 
back at the beginning of the 1967 
war-" a mother remembers. "I cast 
about for something to get their 
minds off their fears and finally 
came up with an idea: ‘Let’s make 

cream!’ And so we sat on the 
back steps turning the ice cream 

freezer as planes started flying over­
head.”
Ftotwar Name

Describing the aftermath of war, 
Elizabeth (Mrs. James) Smith of 
Israel spoke of nightly curfews, the 
constant presence of military per­
sonnel, border checks, lack of tele­
phone contact with friends, and 
almost daily tragedies resulting from 
terrorist activities.

She spoke, too, of “border cross­
ings—often slowed up at night while 
we waited for a convoy to form be­
hind a weapons carrier, its strong 
searchlight swinging from side to 
side, seeking out persons who might 
be hidden in the citrus groves wait­
ing to hurl hand grenades.

“We were under tension for 
months since we lived in both Gaza 
and Israel at the same time. The 
Foreign Mission Board assigned us 
as liaison between the two Baptist 
Missions.”

These families have experienced 
some close calls. One woman re­
counts a trip to a neighboring city, 
where a friend insisted that she stop 
by for a piece of birthday cake be­
fore *i"8 home. That half-hour 
delay saved her from driving into 
gunfire on the way home. Another 
recounts the dangers to the children 
traveling to and from school, some­
times missing crossfire by only a 
few minutes.

The twelve-year-old son of Wayne 
and Frances Fuller took his favorite 
bicycle route around town one day, 
only to pedal right into a huge anti- 
American demonstration. There was 
a mob of several thousand, with 
their banners waving. An armored 
vehicle rumbled about trying to 
break it up. The boy realized it was 
too late to turn back, so he just 
calmly rode right into the crowd.

"There’s an American kid!” he 
heard someone say in Arabic. And 
then the demonstrators laughed.

“Instead of hostility,” his mother 
said, “there was only laughter. After 
all, he was just a little boy. Most of 
us feel the Lebanese are good at 

heart, not really violent people. We 
don’t believe they are likely to take 
out their frustrations on us, not un­
less they get very, very excited. It 
could happen, but so far none of us 
have been hurt.”

---- 1 -- «M<-------  mewnn qi vkmcskc

But these Christians can never 
forget some tragic incidents:

the angry mob which attacked the 
Baptist hospital in Jordan, setting 
fire to property taken from the 
building

the fire bomb thrown against the 
door of the reading room and library 
in a Muslim neighborhood of Leba­
non (which was one of the factors 
that resulted in its closing)

the wave of anti-missions activity 
in Jerusalem stirred up by zealots 
among the Orthodox Jewish com­
munity.

and, most tragic of all, the un­
timely death of missionary nurse 
Mavis Pate who was shot as she 
traveled along a Gaza road in 1972.

Only too fresh in Baptist minds 
and hearts is the tragic injury to the 
Florida Baptist teen-ager who had 
to undergo amputation of a leg after 
a hand grenade was thrown at a tour 
bus in which she was riding.

Violence is always a source of 
tension when one is so close to it. 
But Southern Baptist representatives 
in the Middle East are strong, stable 
individuals whose ability to cope has 
been strengthened by years of train­
ing and experience, by thorough 
orientation to the rigors of life in 
alien lands, and by their steadfast 
faith in God.

Pkchtag to to Help
Like Christians everywhere, in 

times of crisis Baptists pitch in and 
help. They donate blood, fill sand­
bags, deliver medicine. At one time 
our representatives in Israel trans­
ported mentally retarded children 
from an institution under fire. *

After the tragic episode in which 
a number of people were killed By 
terrorists at Lod Airport, several 
Baptist congregations began a 
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shuttle service to enable families and 
friends to visit the injured in hos­
pitals.

Following the Yom Kippur War, 
US and Israeli believers did what 
they could to help both Arabs and 
Jews. One Baptist woman gave 
refuge to a Muslim mother who be­
came hysterical during an air raid 
and could not care for herself or her 
infant.

One Baptist used his car as an 
ambulance; another used his to 
bring goods from warehouses to 
local grocery stores. Another be­
came a substitute dad to the neigh­
borhood kids whose fathers were
called into military duty.

As open conflict ceases, the 
American Baptists listen to those 
who are depressed. They weep with 

(those who are bereaved. Their teen­
agers suffer along with their young 
friends in their losses. This ministry

kiMOurrhE, 
STATE (EaOERS

Helen Sinclair is Illinois WMU di­
rector (executive secretary), with 
her office in Springfield. She says:

“A good leader is not bom—she 
is trained. Recognizing this fact, my 
associate Evelyn Tully, volunteer 
consultants, and I seek to train 
WMU leaders in Illinois Baptist 
churches.

“As I sit in busy airports, bus, and 
Amtrak stations, I am constantly 
aware of the differences in attitudes 

of burden-bearing, of course, puts 
added stress on a family.

And all the while, they go on with 
the slow work of “bridge-building.” 
“Much of our work is bridge­
building,” they explain.

Briigi Wag In the MMdte Eart
Most people do not realize how 

closely Arabs and Jews live together 
in Israel. No matter what happens, 
people are going to be working to­
gether the next day in shops and 
offices. And they are all sick of 
hatred and destruction, observers 
say.

But Arabs and Jews tend to dis­
trust one another. “It is very diffi­
cult in Israel to have a congregation 
of Arab Christians and Hebrew 
Christians,” says Dr. Baker. “We 
tried it for six or seven years in 
Haifa [HIGH-fah]. But leaders in 
the church became suspicious of one

and customs of people. What ap­
peals to one person does not catch 
the interest of another. Therefore, 
church leaders must learn to be flex­
ible in their approaches. I believe 
that Woman’s Missionary Union, 
adjusting its organizational structure 
to fit individual situations, can meet 
the needs of all churches.

“My hobby is reading. My cur­
rent special interest is teaching a 
Bible class in a high-rise apartment

another and finally, I’m sorry toi^, 
the church had to suspend its 
ties until we could find a way to 
work through the problems.

“So at this point we have no lap. 
tist church in this city. We an 
cooperating, however, with the otter 
Christian bodies in a joint Sunday 
School endeavor.

“Christians are so few, it is just too 
difficult and lonely to go it aloae. 
We find great strength in working 
together with other Christian bodies. 
We study the Bible, not church doc­
trine, and we are not having to sacri­
fice our Baptist identity.”

Seeking to build good will be­
tween Arabs and Jews, James and 
Elizabeth Smith do a great deal of 
entertaining in their home (as do 
many other American couples). Over 
a cup of coffee an Arab teacher 
talks with a Jewish teacher, a banker 
to a banker, a nurse to a nurse.

Alberta Gilpin has been Missouri 
WMU executive secretary since July 
1, 1973. She says:

“One of my special concerns is to 
get to know people as persons. I an 
convinced we will not do effective 
leader and member training until 
we know people and help them to 
recognize their worth and talents 
Good leader-member training is 
helping participants to recognize 
their strengths and weaknesses.

“As a conference leader, I find it 
exciting to share with a conferee 
ideas about being a leader and then, 
a year later, to see her again and 
take note of the growth that hss 
taken place.

“My hobbies include playing the 
piano, visiting with old friends and 
making new ones, crocheting, and 
reading. A special love is teaching 
preschool children.”

Slowly each sees the other, not as 
the “enemy,” but as a human being.

As often as fluctuating political 
tensions permit, a group of Muslims, 
Christians, and Jews meet in the 
Smith home for what they call “The 
Fellowship.” They discuss topics of 
mutual interest and plan activities 
designed for culture-sharing: Hebrew 
and Arabic classes, musical pro­
grams, and art and craft exhibits.

Combating postwar inflation, 
Elizabeth Smith says she strives for 
“the simplicity of the Israelis when 
they entertain—maximum stimula­
ting conversation and minimum re­
freshments."

Another cultural tension very real 
to Baptist representatives in Israel 
is the feeling of the Israeli Jew to­
ward the “foreign” Christian. To 
the Jew the terms “missionary” and 
“church” are dirty words.

Says Mrs. Smith: “They remem­
ber the Crusades, the Inquisition, 
the Russian pogroms, the Nazis.

“They speak of the decades of 
‘missionary’ effort to buy converts 
from Judaism. They remind us of 
the rivalry, oftentimes enmity, they 
have seen in certain Christian groups.

“They recall friends arid acquaint­
ances who have become ’show Jews’ 
as church members brag about a 
convert.”

So missionaries in Israel call 
themselves Baptist representatives 
and seek to improve the Christian 
image.

Likewise, the Muslim-Christian 
conflict concerns Southern Baptists 
who attempt to minister to Arabs.

The Muslim who declares his 
faith in Jesus Christ is, in fact, in a 
dangerous position. A teen-ager, for 
instance, was threatened with mur­
der if she continued to attend a 
girls’ meeting at a Jordanian church.

A Muslim young man who ac­
cepted Christ was so rejected and 
persecuted by his family that he has 
tried to turn back to Islam.

Missionaries puzzle over what to 
do for converted Muslims whose 
lives are literally in danger because 
of their faith.

From Israel, Dr. Baker speaks: 
“We are not sitting back, watching 
and waiting to see what happens 
politically. Of course, all of us long 
and pray for peace, but we cannot 
afford to sit around and wait for it. 
If we said, ‘Let’s don’t do that be­
cause there may be war next year,’ 
we wouldn’t get anything accom­
plished.

"Right now we are working on 
plans to carry us through the end of 
the century. Inevitably, they’ll be 
changed several times. But it’s good 
to take the long look, to try to get 
our goals in mind.

“There may be peace; there may 
be another war or two. We cannot 
know; we cannot say. These things 
are only in God’s mind and knowl­
edge. So we work on, making our 
plans as though there will be no end 
until the Lord himself returns."

Missionaries to Jordan face the 
future with a similar steadfast hope. 
They are calling for reinforcements 
to come prepared to stay a lifetime 
—“not a lot of missionaries, just a 
few choice ones who will stay put."

Ony^our-year term is not enough 
time for one to be able to communi­
cate effectively in the Arabic lan­
guage. One missionary who has been 
in the Arab world since 1961 ad­
mits that communication in daily 
affairs still has complications for 
him. He feels it is impossible to get 
an understanding of the culture in 
less than ten years; and unless one 
speaks the language and understands 
the culture, it is impossible to be 
an effective missionary.

Successful Christian ministries in 
the Arab world depend on sensitive 
understandings of the Eastern mind 
and culture. And there are just no 
short-cuts to such understandings.

Missionaries in Jordan have 
worked primarily with Eastern Or­
thodox and Roman Catholic Arabs. 
Now they are eager to reach out in 
witness to the 90 percent Muslim 
population. They are undaunted by 
the fact that the work of witness to 
Muslims is difficult and discour­

aging. Until Islam is no longer state 
controlled and becomes officially 
tolerant of Christianity, Baptist work 
will continue to be done a little at a 
time: a word here, an example there, 
one to one.

A look at recent developments in 
that nation indicates their confi­
dence: in 1974 Baptists in Jordan 
dedicated a new hospital building 
in Ajloun [AZZ’h-loon], organized 

the first Baptist church in Amman 
[am-MAN], and opened an elemen­
tary school in Amman.

From Lebanon, also, come words 
of optimism. “Five years ago some 
missionaries here thought there 
would be no place for us in the 
Arab world by now. But here we' 
are, and there is much optimism 
that we will, all spend the rest of our 
lives in Lebanon.

"Our situation depends a great 
deal on the political relationship be­
tween the country from which we 
come and the country in which we 
live.”

We Believe . . .
Picturing the faith of dedicated 

Baptists in the Middle East, Mrs. 
Fuller recalls an experience follow­
ing two weeks of violence in Leba­
non:

“It was so dangerous that no one 
could be out of doors. When it was 
finally over I walked to my office, 
drinking in the fresh air. It was 
beautiful just to be outside again.

“And then I came to a street 
where some small trees—Persian 
lilacs, we call them—grew. When 
the fighting had started, they had 
not flowered. But sometime during 
all that bloodshed, they burst into 
bloom.

“And here, waiting for me, were 
those purple blossoms. I was 
touched. It occurred to me that even 
while men were killing each other 
on those gray streets beneath thort 
very trees, God just went ahead with 
his work, quietly recreating the earth.

“A small thing,” Frances Fuller 
added thoughtfully, “but the sort of
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reminder that comes to you in time 
of trouble.... So we don’t complain
too much."

AIM FOR STUDY
I This study is designed to give 
members an accurate “feel” of how 
missionaries live and work in the 
midst of the political and cultural 
tensions of the Middle East.

BEFORE THE MEETING, 
DO THIS

Get the “feel” yourself by read­
ing the content material.

Prepare written assignments in the 
following format:

Baptist Women Meeting 
(date)

Subject: Middle East
Our Aim: To learn how Southern 
Baptist missionaries feel about 
being in the midst of the tensions 
of the Middle East
Your Question (write here one of 

the following):
1. Describe the problems mis­

sionary families face in times of 
open conflict (“The Strains of Con­
flict").

2. What circumstances create 
postwar nerves? (“Postwar Nerves”)

3. Review some of the violent 
incidents Baptists in the Middle East 
can never forget. (“Memories of 
Violence”)

4. In what ways do our Baptist 
representatives aid both Jews and 
Arabs in times of crisis? (“Pitching 
in to Help”)

5. How do missionaries seek to 
build healthy relationships between 

persons of differing cultures and re­
ligions in the Middle East? (“Bridge­
building in the Middle East")

6. What is the prevailing attitude 
about the future of Baptist work in 
Israel and the Arab nations? If pos­
sible, tape Dwight Baker's com­
ments, using a male reader, and play 
this as part of your answer. (“What, 
Then, of the Future?”)

Prepare to introduce the study, 
using introductory paragraphs, and 
conclude it with the story in "We 
Believe . .

For a focal point, secure a map 
of the Middle East and superimpose 
paper-doll families to represent mis­
sionaries. (For a map, check your 
church library; or write for map 
“Southern Baptist Missions in the 
Middle East," free from Foreign 
Mission Board Literature, P. O. Box 
6597, Richmond, VA 23230.)

IN THE MEETING, DO THIS
Set the scene with the introduc­

tion.
Ask question 1. Then invite mem­

bers who have experienced a flood, 
tornado, or other major crisis to 
make comparisons.

Ask questions 2-6 and let mem­
bers answer.

Tell the Persian lilac story.
Spend a few minutes in spon­

taneous reaction to the presentation.
Conclude with prayer for Middle 

East missionaries.

ANOTHER WAY TO DO IT
Present the study in “Today 

Show” format. Ask four creative 
members to be “on the show": one 
as reporter-interviewer, the others to 
represent Dwight Baker, Elizabeth 
Smith, and Frances Fuller. Open 
the "show" with a newscast, using 
current news from the Middle East.

SOMETHING TO DO BECAUSE 
YOU STUDIED

Urge members to pray for mis­
sionaries in the Middle East as they 
read and listen to daily news from 
that area and to watch for the names 
of these missionaries as they daily 
use the prayer calendar.

CALL TO PRAYER
Display a medicine bottle. Quote 

Proverbs 17:22. Note that while 
missionaries face many crises, most 
of their time is spent in the ordinary 
rounds of daily living. Pray that 
each missionary whose name a 
found on today’s prayer calendar 
(see pp. 42-48) will enjoy many mo­
ments of laughter and pure happi­
ness in the year ahead.

PREVIEW THE WEEK 
OF PRAYER

Announce the theme for the Week 
of Prayer for Foreign Missions (Nov. 
30-Dcc. 7): Redeemed—Rejoice... 
Proclaim. Use the back cover of thn 
issue of Royal Service to prompt 
interest of women in participating in 
all activities of the week, including 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
Provide specific information about 
times and places of meetings. Q
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Woman
Katharine Bryan

A large billboard had been hastily erected in the front 
yard of a quiet suburban home. It was a birthday sur­
prise for the wife and mother in the family. The mes­
sage was clear for all to read who would pass by that 
day: “Jane is 40 today! Happy Birthday!”

The bumper stickers had been prepared well in ad­
vance and most residents of the small town had them 
in place when “the day” arrived. Their message was 
‘Betty J. is 50!"

Jane (to Jane) is an ordinary woman! Betty J. (to 
Betty J.) is an ordinary woman! Having a birthday 
did not begin life nor did it end it.

Jane and Betty J. join thousand of others whose lives 
are ordinary in the sense that days consist of car pools, 
household maintenance (dishes, laundry, meals), and 
household crises (broken dishwashers, tragic death of 
goldfish, lost car keys, only one telephone line). Other 
ordinary" women add to the above daily routine 

careers outside the home.

Somehow, with selections from some or all of these 
facts, we can put together the beginning of a profile 
of a woman in a Baptist church who needs to be a 
vital part of Baptist Women 1975-and in the future.

(Complete this profile with finishing touches based 
on your own experience or observations of the forty- 
to fifty-year-old woman. What are other characteristics 
of this age level?)

The woman in her middle years is no ordinary 
woman! “Extraordinary" more adequately describes 
this woman whose involvement we desire in Baptist 
Women.

Look harder at her:
She is unable to stand on her bead—it would mess up 
her hair.

BUT, made responsible for a significant event, she 
will lead others to stand on their heads to do a good 
job for the “team."

She is unable to park an eight-foot car in a six-foot 
parallel parking place.

BUT she can pack eight people in the car to make 
sure they get to an event she feels is worthwhile.

She hardly has time to arrange an average twenty-four- 
hour day into her schedule.

BUT she arranges time, family events, and life pri­
orities into time segments that an average computer 
would refuse to accept.

She hardly considers herself a gourmet cook.
BUT her family, who may be missing for hours, 
turns up at mealtime; and her “covered dish" on 
special occasions at the church is the first to be 
emptied.

She considers herself always busy and sometimes 
harried. She values her time.

BUT things that matter to her quickly become 
priority.

She likes to do things.
BUT she resents those who design her schedule to 
include wasted hours.

She has a keen mind.
BUT she wants to be challenged with vital and rele­
vant information.

She cares about others.
BUT she looks for worthwhile channels of expres­
sion of concern.

She honestly desires personal growth.
BUT she wants stimulation and measurable goals to 
make this growth happen.
An ordinary woman-between the ages of forty and 

fifty? No such woman exists. She is extraordinary.
The qualities that make her extraordinary are tho«<? 

which we in Baptist Women must seek from her. And 
the needs which she expresses are the very ingredient* 
which a Baptist Women organization offers.

Let’s enlist these strategic women. □
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Leaden How do missionaries in the school had been moved there due to
Philippines tell others about Jesus? 
Today we have a tape recording of 
a news program which may help to 
answer that question.

Announcer: Good morning (or eve­
ning). In the news today is a story of 
the use of mass media to present the 
gospel to 40 million people of the 
Philippines.

The 7,100 islands of this land 
form a country about the size of 
Florida and Georgia combined. 
Eighty-seven different dialects are 
spoken.

With so scattered an area, sources 
report that radio, television, and 
the printed word are heavily used 
to spread the gospel.

Southern Baptists officially en­
tered the Philippines in 1950, al­
though missionaries had lived there 
since 1948. The Chinese language

war in China.
Radio became popular in the 

Philippines in the late fifties with the 
influx of Japanese transistor radios. 
While all Filipinos do not have ra­
dios, many have access to radios 
through group gatherings. To the 
Filipinos, radio holds a position 
similar to that in the United States 
forty years ago.

Early in his days in the Philip­
pines, missionary Howard Olive 
sought to present the gospel via ra­
dio. In one year, the program spread 
to fifteen stations.

In 1963, the impetus of the New 
Life Movement evangelistic crusade 
changed things. The entire country 
was saturated with “spot announce­
ments” to acquaint Filipinos with 
the crusade. American evangelists 
told of their warm reception due to 
the radio-TV coverage.

After the crusade, missionatiai 
decided to continue the use of mail 
media.

And now to Reporter „ 
who is on the scene at a broadcast­
ing studio.

Reporter It We in Manila are hen 
in the studio with missionaries How­
ard Olive and J. O. Terry. I’d like 
to ask Mr. Olive: What kind of 
broadcasting did you do after the 
crusade?

Olive: I wanted a good choir made 
up entirely of Filipinos, a Filipino 
announcer, and a Filipino preacher.

For more than a year RAs and 
GAs from every state in the US 
wrote to me to tell me they wen 
praying for us to have a Filipino an­
nouncer and preacher for our Bap­
tist Hour.

Today the speaker for the weekly 
programs is Fred de Leon, pastor of 
Paco Baptist Church in Manila. 
Tagalog [tah-GAH-log], the na­
tional language, is used. Only Fili- 
oinos appear on the program.

De Leon presents the Bible mes­
sage clearly. His skill makes the 
program popular with non-Baptists.

Paul Laconilao, the announcer, is 
a well-known professional broad­
caster in the Philippines. In fact, he 
has quite a following of fans.

In planning the radio programs 
we make every effort to cooperate 
with pastors and churches. Two- 
way benefits result. As they visit 
pastors can introduce themselves 
this way: "Hello, I am calling as a 
representative of the Baptist Hour." 
The trust and good will built through 
the programs has opened many 
doors for Baptist witness.

Reporter 1: What about television in 
the Philippines?

Terry: Some call it a rich mans 
pleasure, but many Filipinos watch 
television in public places. One can 
hardly find a place where the Bap­
tist Hour is not a familiar name 
Manila has over one-third of the 
TV sets in the country, though it 
has only one-tenth of the population 

Today the Baptist Hour is video­
taped in the studios of Channel 13 
in Manila. It is aired weekly there 
and over six provincial stations that 
cover most of the islands.

We prepare four or five programs 
at a time. An unusual time slot is 
used for taping: between ten o’clock 
in the evening and five o’clock the 
next morning! Cast members (who 
work during the day) prefer this 
schedule to making four trips to tape 
a month’s programs.

In a taping session, we achieve 
variety by changing the set and cos­
tumes for choir and speakers. We 
do shows one, three, and five first. 
After a few simple changes, shows 
two and four for the month are 
taped.

All shows use much music. The 
Baptist Hour choir has made its own 
impact. It has performed on the tele­
vision programs since 1969. The 
choir gives performances in 
churches, schools, and public areas. 
A quartet within the choir sings of­
ten at evangelistic meetings.

The group performs a music wit­
ness through its concerts. The choir 
presents the gospel and provides 
good public relations for the pro­
gram and for Baptists. Cantatas 
have been translated into Tagalog.

Literature is distributed during 
public performances to reinforce the 
message. People can enrol in the 
Bible Correspondence Course after 
a concert.

Olive: We feel that while it is good 
to be able to proclaim the good news 
to a vast audience, it would be bet­
ter to communicate the gospel, 
which is more than proclamation. 
Communication involves interaction, 
a willingness to take the people's re­
sponse into account.

Our chances of doing something 
effective are much greater when we 
conceive of the process in terms of 
communication. Messages are brief 
and something that listeners can 
grasp and react to.

Reporter 1: Isn't television pretty 
expensive?

Twyi Baptistt; buy air time. The TV 
program this year costs around 
$50,000. Though the costs are high, 
the results justify the expense. Up 
to one-fourth of the nation's tele­
vision viewing audience, or some 2 
million people, view the program.

Our work in mass media was be­
gun as a “seed-sowing operation,’’ 
but it has grown toward a more di­
rect evangelistic thrust. New Chris­
tians need to mature in faith, be 
baptized, and become active in 
churches. Missionaries hope for 
more personal contact with people 
who take Bible Correspondence 
Courses.

Two types of mail response are 
sought through the television pro­
gram. Each week we give viewers 
information about the Bible Corres­
pondence Course. Occasionally we 
offer a special piece of literature to 
all who write. The attractive book­
let The Man You Cannot Ignore 
presented Bible verses about Jesus. 
It also invited people to enrol in 
the Bible Correspondence Course. 
The impact of printed materials, 
along with the Baptist Hour, lasts 
far beyond program time.

Ann^bncer: For more news on the 
Bible Correspondence Course, we 
switch you to Reporter 
at the Baptist Center in Manila.

Reporter It We are here at the hub 
of communications, where the Bible 
Correspondence Course originates. 
With me is Marjorie (Mrs. Howard) 
Olive.

Mrs. Olive, I understand that 
over fifty thousand people have in­
dicated they want to know more 
about God's Word, and that two 
thousand write a month! That’s 
some response to the course, isn’t it?

Mrs. Olive: Our greatest thrill of 
these past twelve years has come 
from response to the Bible Corres­
pondence Course. It has grown from 
12,000 enrollees in 1971 to more 
than 50,000. The opportunities for 

visitation, witnessing, Christian nur­
turing, home Bible studies, and 
church planting are limitless.

In Cabanatuan [cah-BAH-nah- 
too-ahn]. Pastor Prado selected 
ninety names from the list of corres­
pondence course students sent out 
by our office and visited sixty of 
these homes. For the first time as 
a pastor, he was welcomed in every 
home as he presented himself as a 
representative of the Baptist Hour. 
As a result whole families have been 
led to the Lord.

A medical doctor who graduated 
from our Bible Correspondence 
Course used the lessons to teach the 
Bible on Sunday afternoon in his 
free medical clinic for indigents. 
Another man studied the lessons 
with his wife and then became a 
Bible teacher in the Catholic church 
to which he belonged.

Reporter 2: Sources here indicate 
that the course is offered in English 
and Filipino dialects, though Eng­
lish and Tagalog are most frequently 
requested. Up to 300 new enrol­
ments may arrive in a single day! 
Many hundreds of lessons in pro­
gress are received daily. A staff of 
seven Filipinos processes the daily 
mail.

A children's Bible course of 
twelve lessons is being offered now; 
adult materials proved to be too dif­
ficult for children.

Adults who complete the adult 
course may take a post-graduate 
scries called “Christ Is Lord." The 
course, based on the Southern Bap­
tist WIN (Witness Involvement 
Now) materials, relates to growing 
in a Christian faith and witness.-

People write to say what a thrill 
it is to get mail and to know that 
someone cares for them—-even if it 
is to send a mass-produced lesson. 
All answer sheets that are sent, in 
get personal attention by one of the 
many graders. ,

Few non-Christians are able to 
complete the entire forty-nine-lesson 
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series without answering for them* 
selves the question: What will you 
do with Jesus?

Correspondence course staff and 
missionaries conduct many home 
Bible studies on request from stu­
dents living in the Manila area. 
Additional professions of faith are 
being registered along with oppor­
tunities to organize new churches.

One student wrote: “I am very 
thankful for studying this course. My 
parents are interested in reading the 
Word of God, but they have never 
seen a Bible. Every Sunday morning 
they are listening to the Baptist Hour 
and are happy."

Announcer: Reporter 
is waiting at the Baptist Center in 
Manila with missionary Robert 
Stanley.

Reporter 3: Publication work in the 
Philippines takes place here. A book 
store serves as an outlet for mate­
rials produced in the Center as well 
as for supplies and church books. 
Baptists now have an offset press 
on which they print items such as 
Vacation Bible School books.

After looking around the Center, 
Mr. Stanley, I have some questions. 
How do you produce materials for 
so many dialects?

Stanley: Materials are first prepared 
in English and then translated into 
five other dialects. Since many Fili­
pinos speak English, the greatest 
demand is for materials in English. 
We produce Sunday School and 
Training Union materials, for ex­
ample. We stay ahead of schedule to 
allow time for translators to do their 
work.

We continue to subsidize the lit­
erature expenses rather heavily in 
order to keep prices within the reach 
of the people.

Mary Lucile Saunders, a mission­
ary for over thirty-five years, car­
ries a big load of the publication 
work. With her retirement close at 
hand, we will need a curriculum 

writer. We are asking Southern Bap­
tists to pray that the Lord will sup­
ply the right person for this work.

Reporter 3: It looks like Baptists in 
the Philippines are planning for the 
future.

Stanley: Baptists have set a goal of 
3,000 churches with 100,000 mem­
bers by 1982. Now there are about 
366 churches and chapels with 
nearly 20,000 members. With the 
Lord's help, we hope to establish 
hundreds of small house churches 
in the years ahead—groups that will 
meet in homes of members or in 
stores, schools, or wherever space 
may be available.

We have come to feel that needed 
growth will not come as long as we 
are confined to providing land and 
a building for every church that is 
started.

Churches are growing and many 
people are being reached with the 
gospel through mass media in the 
Philippines.

Announcer: Thank you, reporters. 
And that's the story of Baptist com­
munications in the Philippines.

AIM
After this study members should 

be able to describe at least two ways 
mass media in the Philippines com­
municate the gospel.

BEFORE THE MEETING. DO 
THIS

Make a mock television set from 
a large cardboard box. Place it on 
a table or desk so that speakers can 
be seen “head and shoulders only" 
from the TV set as they present 
their reports.

Borrow a microphone or make a 
cardboard mockup of a microphone.

Make signs to place at the scene 
WWMU (for the station call letters). 
On the Air, Broadcasting through 
the Philippines, Telling the Good 
News. Place these signs around the 
room.

Ask one person to be the an­
nouncer for the program. Ask others 
to be Mr. Olive, Mrs. Olive, Mr. 
Terry, Mr. Stanley, and three re­
porters.

Ask a creative person to write 
some commercials about Royal 
Service and other Baptist Women 
materials. (For ideas see the past 
few issues of Royal Service: Octo­

ber, inside back cover; September, 
back cover, inside back cover, p. 
39.) Insert these “spots” in the TV 
programs as desired.

DURING THE MEETING. DO 
THIS

Group the women around the 
room so they can view the TV set. 
Follow the script on pages 24 and 
25.

SOMETHING TO DO BECAUSE 
YOU STUDIED

1. Consider helping a WMU or 
a Sunday School that has too little 
money to purchase literature. Con­
tact your state WMU office for pos­
sible needs. Many new or small 
chapels cannot afford all the litera­
ture they need.

2. Find ways and places in your 
community to distribute tracts or 
other evangelistic literature.

3. Assist as needed if your youth 
choir attempts some music evange­
lism in the community. Help train 
the young people in witnessing.

4. Make a poster for church dis­
play showing Baptist radio and TV 
programs available in your com­
munity. List time and station. En­
courage friends to tune in these 
programs.

CALL TO PRAYER
Ask members to tell their favorite 

Scripture verses on prayer. Ask for 
volunteers to mention specific 

prayer requests based on the presen­
tation of mass media missions in the 
Philippines. Call for sentence 
prayers.

Read the names of missionaries 
on today’s calendar of prayer (see 
pp. 42-48). Ask women to pray 
silently for the persons mentioned 

and for the work the missionaries 
represent—challenges, needs, diffi­
culties.

PREVIEW THE WEEK
OF PRAYFR

Announce the theme for the Week 
of Prayer for Foreign Missions (Nov.

30-Dec. 7), Redeemed—Rejoice... 
Proclaim. Use the back cover of this 
issue of Royal Service to prompt 
interest of women in participating in 
all activities of the week, including 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
Provide specific information about 
times and places of meetings. □
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You may have seen the bumper 
sticker which says, “In case of 
rapture, this automobile will self- 
destruct.” This bit of theology-on- 
the-run is an example of the current 
renewed interest in the end of the 
world.

The study of last things (escha­
tology [ess-kah-TOL-oh-gee]) runs 
in cycles of interest, at least par­
tially related to the general sense of 
hope—or lack of it—in society at 
large.

When pessimism permeates the 
realm of daily living, there seems to 
be an upswing in interest in how 
God is going to get us out of the 
existing situation, a feeling that only 
God can help us. A prominent 
evangelist has asserted that only 
divine intervention can call our na­
tion and the world back from the 
brink of destruction.

We will study the passage in 1 
Thessalonians 4, one passage on 
which the rapture concept is based. 
This is one of two major sections in 
the letters to the Thessalonians deal­
ing with the Lord’s return. We will 
also look at scattered references to 
the subject throughout the two let­
ters. Our main concern all year will 
be to discover the missions implica­
tions of passages we study.

Our Lord’s return is dealt with in 
many places in the New Testament. 
But Southern Baptists differ in their 
interpretation of what the Bible says 
and what it means. It’s not as simple 
as those would make it who say, 
“The Bible says what it means 
and means what it says.” Honest, 
competent Christian scholars take 
different positions regarding end-of- 
the-world passages.

In a dormitory bull session, dfe 
agreement over eschatology reached 
a fevered pitch. One ministerial 
student wrote off all who disagreed 
with him by saying, “If you don't 
believe it this way, you cant be 
evangelistic—you have no reason 
to be concerned about the salvation 
of the lost.” A random survey of 
Southern Baptists, however, would 
reveal compassionate witnesses for 
Christ on different sides of this com­
plicated question.

Tteee Early References (1 These 
1:9-10; 2:19-20; 3:12-13)

We hear many references to the 
Second Coming of Christ. Though 
the expression “Second Coming” is 
not in the Bible, the concept is 
valid.

Christ’s triumphal return is a 
major concern in 1 and 2 Thessa­
lonians, the two letters which Paul 
the missionary wrote to the young 
church he had founded.

Paul builds toward a fuller state­
ment about Christ’s coming by three 
shorter references in the early sec­
tions of 1 Thessalonians. First, he 
commends the young Christians for 
turning from paganism to serve the 
living and true God (1:9-10) in con­
trast to dead, false gods of the 
pagans.

They served God as they waited 
for Christ’s return. Later, a problem 
may have developed: some Chris­
tians decided that, since the Lord 
was due back any day, there was no 
need to be involved in such mun­
dane activities as working for a liv­
ing. Some see Paul’s admonition in 
2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 as directed 
toward those who had quit serving 
and were just waiting for Christ to 
come back (“If any would not work, 
neither should he eat”).

Those who serve faithfully need 
not fear God's wrath which also is 
coming. The word for wrath in this 
letter suggests an abiding judgment 
against evil, not a sudden burst of 
anger.

Heavy emphasis is sometimes laid 
on the judgment and wrath of God 

ia connection with Christ’s coming. 
Paul deals with God's wrath in his 
first mention here and a’so in the 
early verses of the second letter. But 
by contrast, his second reference 
here (2:19-20) is one of joy and 
victory. Perhaps Paul deliberately 
pointed to the somber aspects of the 
return for those not ready to meet 
Christ, in contrast with the Chris­
tian’s cause for rejoicing at the 
thought of the Lord's return.

The third reference to Christ’s 
coming is a prayer, a threefold bene­
diction (3:12-13). He asks that the 
Christian love they share with each 
other and for others may make them 
strong-hearted, righteous, and holy 
or dedicated. We can infer that these 
character traits will be completed 
when Christ copies back; but in the 
meantime, Christians should be on 
the way toward maturity in these 
areas.

A Word of Coafort (1 Thess 4:13- 
18)

We can gain knowledge from an 
isolated Scripture verse, but we 
should seek to understand any verse 
or passage in relation to its larger 
setting or context.

In this passage, Paul discusses the 
return of Christ as part of his mes­
sage of comfort to bereaved Chris­
tians at Thessalonica. Some in the 
church had died, and their fellow 
Christians were uncertain about 
what would happen to the dead 
when the Lord came back. •

Paul expressed concern that the 
Thessalonians not remain in igno­
rance "concerning them which are 
asleep" (v. 13). This is not "soul 
sleep," with the dead person lying 
dormant in the grave to await the 
resurrection. In another place, Paul 
asserted that to be absent from the 
body was to be present with the 
Lord (2 Cor. 5:8). Jesus assured the 
penitent thief on the cross that they 
would be together in paradise that 
day (Luke 23:43). Sleep is used fre­
quently in the New Testament to 
refer to death (see 1 Cor. 7:39; 15:6; 
John 11:11-12).
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The passage does not condemn 
grief, but it does teach that Chris­
tians should not grieve to the point 
of despair when a loved one dies. We 
should not be crushed by hopeless­
ness over the death of a family mem­
ber or dear friend as people are 
who have no hope for eternal life.

Paul’s reason for hope was his 
faith in the resurrected Lord. His 
assurance that Jesus rose from the 
dead convinced him that Christians 
who have died will also be raised 
from the dead. Christ will bring the 
faithful dead with him when he 
comes to take us to heaven. Paul 
says the living Christians will be 
caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air (1 Thess. 4:17).

Many connect this passage with 
one of Jesus’ teachings in the Gos­
pels (Matt. 24:40-42; Luke 17:34- 
36). Jesus gives a graphic picture 
of separation: two will be working 
in the field, two others will be grind­
ing grain, two others will be in bed. 
In each situation, one will be taken 
and the other will be left. No men­
tion is made of what happens either 
to those who are taken or those who 
remain.

Some see the Gospel message as 
supporting the rapture concept, with 
the ones taken going to heaven, 
while those who are left continue 
earthly pursuits for a time. Another 
view is that Jesus' words simply 
illustrate the drastic separation that 
will occur in the judgment.

Rapture theologians connect 
Paul’s statement about being caught 
up in the air with Jesus' statement 
about separation. These passages 
are combined with Revelation 20- 
21, and these inferences are drawn: 
Christ will take the church out of 
the world, a period of tribulation 
will follow, and then Christ will 
come back to reign on earth for a 
thousand years.

Connecting various Bible pas­
sages and drawing inferences from 
them is a valid means of Bible inter­
pretation. But we should distinguish 
between the direct teaching of a pas­
sage or passages and inferences we 

make in light of our own thinking 
and preferences.

“We Who Are Alive" (1 Thess. 4: 
13-5:11)

When is Christ coming back? No 
one on earth knows. Jesus indicated 
while he was on earth that even he 
did not know (Mark 13:32). Only 
God the Father knew.

Many who consider themselves 
“Bible-believing Christians” seem to 
glide over this statement. They seem 
to know more than Jesus and try to 

Mell when the world will end, basing 
their estimates on elaborate calcu­
lations, often relating Bible passages 
to current political crises. A radio 
evangelist frequently refers to Jesus 
as “the soon-coming Saviour.” <

Some actually set dates for 
Christ’s return. One fairly recent 
example was in connection with the 
anticipated orbit of the corned 
Kohoutek within close range of the 
earth. Some felt the comet would 
collide with the earth and destroy 
our planet.

Others, with a bit more wisdom, 
resist the temptation to set specific 
dates. But they still insist that Christ 
airpost certainly will return in their 
lifetime.

People who expect to live to see 
Christ come back are in honorable 
company. Paul believed Jesus would 
come back in his lifetime. In 1 
Thessalonians 4:17, he refers to him­
self and others as “we which are 
alive and remain” when Jesus comes 
to raise the dead. The same idea is 
in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52: “We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed." J. B. Phillips renders 
verse 52 as, “We who are still alive 
shall suddenly be utterly changed.”

Paul’s discussion of Christ's re­
turn continues into 1 Thessalonians
5. This is an example of how chap­
ter and verse divisions were made 
arbitrarily and sometimes artificially 
long after the New Testament 'yas 
written. Paul did not write chapters 
and verses; he wrote letters. These 
divisions were added for our con­
venience in study more than 1,000
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yean after the Bible was completed.
The end-time discussion continues 

through 1 Thessalonians 5:11. In 
verse 10, Paul leaves open the pos­
sibility that Christ might not return 
right away. “Whether we wake or 
sleep, we should live together with 
him [Christ]."

The Apostle frequently uses word 
plays, taking various shades of 
meaning for one word and applying 
them in a discussion. We see this in 
chapters 4-5 with sleep. He begins 
by using the word to mean death 
(1 Thess. 4:13-14). After his words 
of reassurance that the dead will 
share in Christ's return, his use of 
sleep changes.

Comparing the unexpectedness of 
Christ’s return to the invasion by a 
thief in the night (1 Thess. 5:2), Paul 

warns Christians not to go to sleep 
(1 Thess. 5:6-7). The figure of the 
thief in the night also triggers his 
thoughts about contrasts between 
night and day. Christians belong to 
the day, not the night. Sleep and 
drunkenness occur at night. Chris­
tians should be awake and sober 
(1 Thess. 5:5-8).

Paul’s main concern with the 
Lord’s return is consolation, not a 
calendar. Three times in the fourth 
and fifth chapters he gives comfort. 
He assures Christians that they can 
have hope in the face of death (1 
Thess. 4:13-14). He asserts that the 
resurrection should be a source of 
comfort (1 Thess. 4:18). Then, he 
makes practical applications about 
being watchful for the return and 
again says this is cause for comfort 
(1 Thess. 5:11).

The Second Letter (2 Thess. 2:1-12)
Our Lord’s return is a complex 

issue, and we should not feel bad if 
we do not get all our questions an­
swered in one brief study session 
concerning it. Paul apparently did 
not cover the subject to everyone’s 
satisfaction in one letter. He deals 
further with the issue in 2 Thessa­
lonians.

Someone was spreading the false 
teaching that Christ had already 

come back (2 Thess. 2:2). Paul was 
seeking to combat this heresy for 
two reasons: it was not true, and he 
was supposedly the source of this 
teaching. Apparently, a letter had 
been circulated claiming to be from 
Paul, stating that the day of the Lord 
had already come.

At this point Paul begins his dis­
cussion of a figure known as the 
“man of sin.” He suggests that the 
Lord’s rctupi will not be something 
that happens quietly or casually. It 
will be quite evident.

This man of sin is the embodi­
ment of evil. He proclaims himself 
as God and will take his seat in the 
temple of God (2 Thess. 2:4). This 
man is someone Paul has earlier dis­
cussed with the Thessalonians, per­
haps simply by word of mouth while 
he was in Thessalonica (2 Thess. 
2:5).

A restraining force keeps the man 
of sin from unleashing his power for 
a time. When this restraint is re­
moved, the man of sin will be re­
vealed. And Jesus will slay him with 
the breath of his mouth (2 Thess. 
2:6-8). The lawless one (another 
name for the man of sin) will have 
the power of Satan and will be able 
to do “pretended signs and wonders” 
(2 Thess. 2:9 RSV) which will de­
ceive many people into following 
him.

As we try to understand this pas­
sage. it may not be surprising that 
one commentary called it “undoubt­
edly one of the most difficult pas­
sages in the whole New Testament."

Some interpret the man of sin his­
torically, an actual person in Paul’s 
day, with the Roman Empire as 
possibly the restraining force which 
was keeping the rebellious man from 
venting his wrath against the church.

Others believe the passage relates 
to the generation alive at the end of 
the age. Following the tendency to 
assert that theirs is the last genera­
tion, some have identified world 
leaders such as Adolf Hitler or 
Joseph Stalin as the man of sin. This 

interpretation presents obvious prob, 
lems when a specific person so id» 
tified dies and passes off the scent 
and the world continues withont 
Christ’s return.

Another approach is to see vw- 
ious historical figures as men of 
sin, with the ultimate man of sin still 
to come at the end of history. Un 
term antichrist is not used in this 
passage, but some identify the nun 
of sin with the antichrist. First John 
2:18 indicates the existence of many 
antichrists, as well as the antichrist.

If we identify the man of sin 
primarily as someone in our own 
generation, we should ask what 
meaning this would have held for 
the original readers. Paul wrote with 
the assumption that his readers knew 
what he was talking about. It must 
have had some meaning for the 
Christians in Thessalonica.

Whatever interpretation we give 
to the passage, we should be able to 
love and appreciate fellow Chris­
tians who see different meanings in 
it.

What Does It Mean for Mteatoas?
Eschatology, the doctrine of last 

things, is the “last word" concerning 
all major Christian teachings.

Concerning God, eschatology tells 
us he is Lord of all and will at the 
last day exercise lordship over all his 
creation. In that day, the kingdoms 
of this world will become the king­
dom of our God and of his Christ. 
And he shall reign forever and ever. 
(See Rev. 11:15)

Eschatology says of the human 
race: “Since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die. 
even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive" (1 Cor. 15:21-22). “For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so. through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have 
fallen asleep" (1 Thess. 4:14 RSV).

Eschatology says of salvation, 
“Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men. 

whereby we must be saved" (Acts 
4:12).

Regarding sin and judgment, es­
chatology says Christ will divide 
sinners from the righteous, “as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats" (Matt. 25:32 RSV).

What, then, is the relationship of 
eschatology to missions?

Eschatology joins a solemn word 
of judgment to a joyous word of love 
and forgiveness for all who will ac­
cept. Eschatology and missions are 
joined in the prophetic word from 
Amos: “Prepare to meet thy God" 
(Amos 4:12).

The challenge of missions is to 
call all people to repentance and 
faith: Be ready to meet God, whether 
in life or in death. Details surround­
ing the Lord's return are not as sig­
nificant as the call to be ready to 
meet him.

Many generations have lived and 
died since Jesus walked on earth. 
In every generation since he left, 
there have been those who stead­
fastly believed they would live to see 
him “come in like manner." Yet, the 
Lord has not returned. In every 
generation, our ancestors have gone 
into eternity either prepared or un­
prepared. The Lord may return in 
our lifetime, or the earth may con­
tinue for many more generations.

We do have the sure word of God 
that “whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life" 
(John 3:16 RSV). This is our mis­
sions message.

AIM
At the end of the session, each 

woman should be able to discuss the 

importance of the Lord’s return as 
a part of the missions message.

BEFORE THE MEETING
From one-volume Bible diction­

aries or the Encyclopedia of South­
ern Baptists (check your church 
library) find brief articles on such 
subjects as "Eschatology,” “Millen­
nium,” and “Millenarianism." As­
sign one or more of these articles 
to members of the group who will 
be ready to share this information 
in the meeting.

IN THE MEETING
Choose one or more of these 

study approaches.
Listening Teams
Assign small groups or individuals 

to listen for answers to these ques­
tions as the study material is dis­
cussed. Call for reports from the 
listening teams at the end of the 
session:

1. What problems in Thessalonica 
apparently prompted Paul to write 
about the Lord’s return? (Death of 
some Christians; some had quit 
work and were waiting for the end 
of the world.)

2>What excesses should we avoid 
in interpreting the return of Christ? 
(Setting dates; judging those who 
disagree with us; assuming he will 
not come back.)

3. Explain why there should be 
room for differences of interpreta­
tion concerning details of the end of 
the world.

4. What is the relation between 
missions and the doctrine of “last 
things"?

Reading Reports
Members may report on articles 

they read concerning eschatology, 
as suggested under “Before the 
Meeting.” Reports should be as ob­
jective as possible as different view­
points are examined. Ask group 
members to point out aspects they 
had not previously thought of.

Thought Question
Conclude the discussion period 

by asking this question: From the 
missions standpoint, which is more 
important—to help people get ready 

to meet Christ or to be able to ex­
plain the details of his return?

CALL TO PRAYER
Point out that the basic task of 

every missionary is to call people to 
be ready to meet God m life or in 
death. This is the heart of missions 
and eschatology.

Write the name and type of work 
of each missionary (see pp. 42-48) 
on slips of paper to distribute to 
members, or write the information 

1 on the chalkboard. Ask individuals 

to tell ways each missionary's task 
might relate to eschatology.

PREVIEW THE
WEEK OF PRAYER

Announce the theme for the Week 
of Prayer for Foreign Missions (Nov. 
30-Dec. 7): Redeemed—Rejoice .,. 
Proclaim. Use the back cover of this 
issue of Royal Service to prompt < 
interest of women in participating in 
all activities of the week, including 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
Provide specific information about 
times and places of meetings. □

BOOK FORECAST 
Continued from p. 33

Christian Deviations by Horton 
Davies (Westminster Press 1973) 
$2.75 paper

Books for February

B O O K. (Beliefs of Other Kinds) 
(Home Mission Board 1975) 
S1.00"

My Name Is Asher Lev by Chaim 
Potok (Fawcett 1972) $1.50 
paper

Jesus Was a Jew by Arnold Fruch- 
tenbaum (Broadman 1974) $2.95 
paper

How Did a Fat, Balding Middle- 
i aged Jew like You Become a 

Jesus Freak? by Zola Levitt and 
Dr. D. McGann (Tyndale House 
1974)11.45 paper

'Available through Baptist Book 
Stores. Be sure to check early Wjth 
your bookstore in case the books must 
be ordered. *
••B O O K, will be used throughout the 
threc-month period, January-March. 
Confronting Popular Cults will be used 
in January and March.
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Thanksgiving means friendly greet­
ings, bountiful meals, happy re­
unions.

But consider: Police or soldiers, 
rapidly knocking on the door, could 
shatter your dreams and sever ties 
with family, friends, church, the 
Bible! Incredulously you answer, 
This could not happen. We are safe 
in America, the land of the free. 
But it happened in Holland! The 
Thanksgiving season and the “spirit 
of ’76” form a vivid backdrop for 
our study of the drama of two Dutch 
women, Corrie ten Boom and Jo­
hanna Dobschiner.

Books to Read and Study

The Hiding Place by Corrie ten 
Boom with John and Elizabeth Sher­
rill (Fleming H. Revell Co. 1974) 
$1.50 (paper)*

Two places co-star in the drama 
of Corrie ten Boom: the Beje 

[bay-yay] and the concentration 
camp. The Beje, a peculiarly built 
old house with a personality all its 
own, was home to the ten Boom 
family. The atrocious Nazi extermi­
nation camps felt the influence of 
the ten Boom home as Corrie and 
Betsie made sanctuaries of their 
cells.

The ten Boom home became a 
haven for persecuted Jews. The war 
interrupted the uneventful life-style 
of the ten Booms. The Beje, out­
fitted with hidden buzzers, radio, 
and secret room, became a head­
quarters for Holland’s underground.

Arrested for hiding Jews, Corrie 
and Betsie were interned in German 
concentration camps. The Scriptures 
furnished strength to overcome the 
daily oppressions. Each camp of­
fered opportunities to share Christ’s 
Ipve with inmates and guards. Ter­
rifying circumstances and cruel 

people only served to illuminate flu 
eternal truth that nothing can styi- 
rate us from God's love.

Tramp for the Lord by Corrie tea 
Boom with Jamie Buckingham 
(Christian Literature Crusade and 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 1974) 
$5.95*

Corrie ten Boom’s faith in Jem 
Christ was bom and nurtured witta 
a close family circle. It was tried 
and strengthened in Nazi concen­
tration camps. Now her faith is pro­
claimed in a worldwide ministry. 
Corrie felt that her life was spared 
for a purpose: to tell people every­
where that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Tramp for the Lord is an inspira­
tional travelogue of her ministry. 
From America to Africa she sum­
mons congregations to yield to the 
Holy Spirit and to allow the Scrip­
tures to meet every need in life. In 
prisons and refugee camps she offers 
encouragement to the hopeless. 
Corrie ten Boom’s people-centered 
stories about forgiveness, security, 
and happiness challenge the reader 
to “view life from God’s point of 
view.”

Selected to Live by Johanna Ruth 
Dobschiner (Fleming H. Revell Co. 
1973) $5.95*

The Dobschiner family were Or­
thodox Jews who lived in Germany 
during the rise of Nazism. Fleeing 
to Holland for safety delayed their 
inevitable arrest.

The book describes how the Ger­
man invasion disrupted normal 
family life: the rules, regulations, 
and midnight raids made life almost 
unbearable. The family lived in con­
stant fear of arrest and separation.

When the soldiers finally arrested 
the Dobschiners, Johanna was 
miraculously spared. She eluded the 
enemy for several months. When 
her mental and physical strength be­
gan to wane, she went underground. 
Until the end of the war, she was 
shifted from attic to attic in homes 
of the sympathetic Dutch.

In one of the hiding places she 
opened a New Testament for the 
first time. She understood that Jesus 
Christ fulfilled the prophecies of the 
Old Testament, and she accepted 
him as her Saviour.

BEFORE THE MEETING.
DO THIS

1. Make a cornucopia (horn of 
plenty). On slips of paper spilling 
out of the opening, write the follow­
ing expressions of thanksgiving from 
The Hiding Place and Tramp for the 
Lord: Memories, page 21 HP; Hap­
piness. page 37 HP and chapter 21 
TL; Love, pages 47. 50. 58, 88 HP; 
Activity and Abilities, pages 141,144 
HP and chapter 31 TL; Sky, pages 
134. 139 HP; Colors, page 143 HP. 
pages 27, 28, 165 TL; Discomfort, 
pages 188-190 HP; Forgiveness, 
page 165 HP and chapter 7, page 
172. chapter 33 TL; Joy, pages 78- 
84 TL: Bible, pages 136. 175-178, 
180 HP

2. Display an open Bible.

IN THE MEETING.
DO THIS

1 Invite members to select slips 
of paper from the cornucopia and 
to list orally the expressions of 
gratitude (don’t look up the page 
references yet). Say: Many of the 
expressions of gratitude are unusual. 
In order to understand their signifi­
cance. discuss:

ways the German occupation 
changed the life of the Dutch people 
(chap. 5, The Hiding Place)

life in the underground (chaps. 7 
and 8. The Hiding Place: chaps. 10- 
12, Selected to Live)

life in the concentration camps 
(chaps 10-13, The Hiding Place).

2. Ask members to pass the slips 
of paper to women who have read 
The Hiding Place and Tramp for the 
Lord. Ask these women to look up 
or recall the passages indicated. (Ar­
range for “Bible” to be last; see no. 
3 below.) Discuss: How do these 
expressions of gratitude relate to the 
story? How do they relate to life 
today?

3. Call attention to the open 
Bible. Say: Last month our study 
showed how the Bible transformed 
jungle Indians from headhunters to 
peacemakers. This month we con­
tinue an emphasis on the importance 
of the Scriptures. Many miles sepa­
rate the jungles of Ecuador from the 
country of Holland. Nevertheless, 
the same Bible revealed the Messiah 
to a Jewish woman. The same Bible, 
offering strength for daily living, 
sustained Corrie ten Boom.

Using facts from chapter 13. 
Selected to Live, explain Johanna’s 
apprehension and conversion. Also 
share her first testimony to Jewish 
friends (pp. 176-179).

Discuss some of the Scripture pas­
sages that provided a “hiding place’’ 
for Carrie.

SOMETHING TO DO 
BECAUSE YOU STUDIED

If a knock on your door tomorrow 
meant persecution or confiscation of 
your Bible, how much of the Bible 
would your memory retain? As 
follow-through to this study, cove­
na. • together as group members to 
memorize whole passages of the 
Scriptures. This should be a long­
term project. Decide in your group 
how to do it: a verse a day? a pas­
sage a week? Encourage each other. 
When you meet in casual encoun­
ters, share the passages you are 
learning.

To launch this project, form a 
circle. Ask each member to share 
a Scripture passage that has helped 
her through a crisis. Thank God 
for a free country where we can 
form this circle without fear of 
harrassment.

ANOTHER WAY TO DO IT
Encourage each member to read 

all three of the books in order to 
have a background for this study.

Send members this message: “Our 
church property has been confis­
cated. Our meeting will be (date 
and time) at (place). Come in quietly 
one at a time. Do not bring Bibles. 
Remember we are being watched.” 
Use your creativity to simulate 
secretiveness. For example, make 
plans to pretend to be in an attic. 

’Arrange for the meeting to look like 
a sewing bee. To be effective, the 
session must be conducted from 
memory. Sing quietly hymns of 
praise. Have a time of affirmation: 
each member expresses gratitude 
for a particular strength in another 
member. ,Ask the women to quote 
Bible passages that have special 
meaning for them. Ask for examples 
of answered prayer.

PREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYER
Announce the theme for the Week 

of Prayer for Foreign Missions (Nov. 
30-Dec. 7): Redeemed—Rejoice . .. 
Proclaim. Use the back cover of this 
issue of Royal Service to prompt 
interest of women in participating in 
all activities of the week, including 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
Provide specific information about 
times and places of meetings. □ 

rbOOh (OMh

Books for December

Blessings Unlimited by George W.
Weber (Fleming H. Revell Co. 
1974) $2.95 paper

Let God Love You by Lloyd John 
Ogilvie (Word Books 1974) $4.95

To Kiss the Joy by Robert A. Raines 
(Word Books 1973) $5.95

Books for January

B O O K. (Beliefs of Other Kinds) 
(Home Mission Board 1975) , 
$1.00**

Confronting Popular Cults by M. 
Thomas Starkes (Broadman 1972) 
$1.95 paper* •

[Continued on p. 31]
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Recently I went to a prayer group 
meeting in an angry, resentful mood. 
I was mad at God. He was not an­
swering my prayers although I had 
called on him time after time.

On the way to the meeting, I de­
cided I would tell the group that 1 
was tired of praying, tired of ex­
pecting God to answer prayer. But 
before I had a chance to vent my 
anger, others in the group began 
voicing thanksgivings and telling of 
answered prayers. As they did, my 
anger melted; I never told them of 
my distress. Their thanksgivings re­
assured me that God was answering 
prayer and eventually he would an­
swer mine.

Do either you or your prayer 
group need similar reassurance? 
Maybe some words of thanksgiving 
will help. Here are some from mis­
sionaries serving in Ghana.

Expressions of Thanksgiving
“Without prayer,” says Ann (Mrs. 

Douglas) Bryant, "we would neither 
have been sent to Ghana nor would 
we be able to stay. On the day the 
Foreign Mission Board was to de­
cide if we should be appointed. Mel 
Torstrick of the Personnel Depart­
ment called to say that the doctor 
who had given us our physicals 
recommended that I have a kidney 
biopsy. The Board wanted me to 
have the biopsy and to receive medi­
cal clearance. The call was a blow 
to us because our appointment pro­
cedures had gone so smoothly.

“A doctor in Atlanta was able to 
get me into the hospital that very 
day with the biopsy scheduled for 
the next morning. I called a good 
friend, our WMU director, to tell 
her where we were going, packed 
our clothes, and left.

"Later I learned that my WMV 
director friend had started our Bap. 
tist Women’s prayer chain. Those 
prayers upheld us. The biopsy 
showed nothing significant; and we 
went to Richmond ten days later for 
the December appointment—the last 
chance of getting in the 1972 spring 
orientation session.

“We depend on the prayers of 
dedicated Christians in the Staff, 
It is wonderful to receive a letter in 
the mail from a stranger who says, 
‘Our family (or GA, RA, Baptist 
Women group) has adopted you. We 
will pray for you every day.’ Abo, 
many friends and loved ones pray 
for us daily, and we depend on them.

“We depend on prayer for per­
sonal safety. Last year, several of 
the Ghana missionaries were on fur­
lough. The rest of us did a double 
amount of work. Doug served as 
field evangelist for two associations, 
located in opposite directions. With 
such a busy schedule, Doug was on 
the road every weekend; but the 
Lord kept him safe and gave him the 
strength he needed.

“One answered prayer that stands 
out was a doctor for our hospital at 
Nalerigu [nah-LAIR-eh-goo]. When 
we arrived in Ghana in July 1972, 
we learned that the hospital might 
have to close the following year be­
cause only one doctor would be left 
to carry on the work. It would be 
impossible for him to do all the work 
in a hospital of its size. We began 
to pray and wrote several friends 
and Baptist Women groups about 
the need. Many wrote that they were 
praying. In just a few months we 
learned that Dr. and Mrs. Walter 
Moore would be joining us. They 
had served for many years in Nigeria 
but had returned to the States. At 
the very time we needed them, they 
felt God's leading them to the mis­
sions field again. When they con­
tacted the Foreign Mission Board 
and were told of Ghana’s urgent 
need, they responded in answer to 
the prayers.”

W

Missionaries Jim and Dottie 
Annis praise God for his watchful 
care. While they were all swimming 
in the ocean, huge waves and under­
tow knocked David (12) and Timmy 
(11) off their inner tube and swept 
them out into the ocean. Jim had 
to decide which of his two sons to 
help. “I went to David first,” he 
says, “and I pulled him to safety. 
When I started for Timmy, I was 
completely exhausted and could not 
keep my head above water. We had 
dedicated Timmy at birth, and then 
two years ago he made his own de­
cision to give himself to Jesus. I felt 
a wonderful peace and knew that 
everything was going to be OK. 
When I finally got my head above 
the water, a huge Ghanaian man was 
at Timmy’s side. When he and I 
finally got Timmy back to the beach, 
we all fell on our knees and thanked 
God for sparing our lives.”

ExprewdoM of Need
Answered prayer is not only re­

assuring, it also makes one eager for 
more prayers to be answered. Mis­
sionaries in Ghana are no exception. 
The biggest need for prayer in 
Ghana, they say, is for trained 
leaders in the churches. For fifty 
churches and numerous preaching 
stations, only twenty-two pastors are 
available. Until 1969 much of Bap­
tist work was with Nigerians who 
had made Ghana their home. They 
had requested help from Nigeria 
missionaries in 1947, prompting our 
first missionaries to enter Ghana. 
Under government order in 1969, 
most of the Nigerians had to leave. 
Ninety percent of the Baptists dis­
appeared. Baptists have had to start 
all over, except that there are Bap­
tist church buildings all over the 
country, many standing idle or rented 
to other churches. To many Ghana­
ians they are Nigerian churches, and 
the missionaries have had to try to 
help them overcome that feeling.

Ghanaian churches must have 
trained Ghanaian leaders if they arc 
to grow A new program of semi­
nary extension classes began in seven 

centers last March. They are con­
veniently located to enable men to 
continue at their jobs while being 
trained as pastors. Prayer is vitally 
needed for this first year, a time of 
learning for the missionaries who 
teach as well as for those who attend 
the classes.

“It is important that we find the 
best ways of training these potential 
pastors," says Ann Bryant. “We ask 
Baptist Women to pray that men will 
respond to God’s call to preach. We 
need men who can reach the stu­
dents and people in the cities and 
men who will preach in the villages.

"Next year will be a year of evan­
gelistic crusades. Preachers from the 
United States will travel to Ghana 
to hold these meetings in the various 
regions where we have work. Bap­
tists are busy preparing for these 
crusades. Prayers are needed for 
them as they prepare, for those who 
preach, and for those who will at­
tend the meetings.”

BEFORE THE MEETING, 
DO THIS

Order maps of Africa and Europe 
(from Foreign Mission Board Litera­
ture, Box 6597, Richmond, VA 
23230). Hang the map of Africa at 
the front of the meeting room near 
the one of South America used last 
month. Save the map of Europe for 
your next meeting.

If you made footprints from black 
construction paper as suggested last 
month, take four of them and some 
masking tape with you to the meet­
ing.

IN THE MEETING. DO THIS
Recall last month’s study when 

we decided to tramp prayerfully 

around the world. (Place footprints 
leading from Venezuela to Ghana.) 
Review last month’s illustration of 
Corrie ten Boom as she tramped for 
the Lord, and the concept of the 
body of Christ.

The focus of this meeting is on 
that part of the body of Christ re­
siding in Ghana. Ghanaian Baptists 
have much for which to be thankful. 
The spirit of thankfulness is some­
thing we Southern Baptists share 
with Ghana’s Baptists. Giving thanks 

an important part of prayer. .
Ask someone to read aloud 1 

Thessalonians 5:18; Philippians 4:6; 
and Colossians 4:2.

Ask someone to share “Expres­
sions of Thanksgiving” from page 
34.

Lead a period of conversational 
prayer of thanksgiving only.' Begin 
by expressing the thanksgiving of 
the missionaries in Ghana. Then 
say something like this: “Heavenly 
Father, we would now like to voice 
our own thanks to you.” Members 
should take turns, thanking God for 
one item at a time.

Following the period of thanks­
giving, ask a member to share “Ex­
pressions of Need” (p. 35). Ask 
three people to pray, one at a time, 
for these needs while the others pray 
silently.

Call on one member to read aloud 
the names and types and places of 
service of the missionaries on to­
day’s prayer calendar (see pp. 42- 
48), pausing between each name to 
allow members to pray silently, ex­
pressing thanksgiving for the life and 
work of each.

PREVIEW THE
WEEK OF PRAYER

Announce the theme for the Week 
of Prayer for Foreign Missions (Nov. 
30-Dec. 7): Redeemed—Rejoice ... 
Proclaim. Use the back cover of this 
issue of Royal Service to prompt 
interest of women in participating in 
all activities of the week, including 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
Provide specific information about 
times and places of meetings. □
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When a young person plans the 
courses he will take in high school 
or college, he is faced with choosing 
several required courses and some 
optional or elective ones. For ex­
ample, in some high schools, each 
student must take four years of En­
glish. This is required of him if he is 
to graduate. On the other hand, he 
may choose to take or not to take 
photography or other electives.

When we set priorities in our 
Christian lives, some things are elec­
tive, but others are required. One of 
the requirements is that we witness. 
Witnessing is not optional; it is com­
pulsory. Not every Christian is com­
manded to preach or teach or heal, 
but every Christian is commanded 
to witness.

The Christian is a witness. To a 
lost world, everything a Christian 
does or says is a testimony about 

Jesus. For several weeks I went to 
a graduate seminar at a college near 
my home. I enjoyed the seminar, 
and had a good time with others in 
the class. One girl, foreign-bom and 
unfamiliar with English, became my 
special friend. I helped her with her 
studies, and often received help and 
insight from her. Our discussions 
before and after class were often 
joined by other students, frequently 
with questions, and together we 
worked on the answers. One day, a 
young man who had been observing 
the group, but not really partici­
pating in it, said to me, “Are you 
a Christian?” When I told him yes, 
he said, “I thought so. Only a Chris­
tian would be willing to share as you 
have done.”

I felt good about the incident, 
until I realized that 1 should have 
been doing much more. I should 

have been sharing my Saviow « 
well as my knowledge about the Mb- 
ject matter.

The Christian is a witness. Thm 
is no way to keep from affecting th 
cause of Christ when you bear Mi 
name. Our responsibility is am. 
some and challenging. Fortunately, 
we do not have to carry the respon­
sibility alone. The Christ in us will 
be his own witness if we will 
our lives surrendered to him.

In some of the Baptist churches 
in Ecuador, a person must give evi­
dence of his salvation by winni^ 
another to Christ, before he can be­
come a member of the church. 
Ecuadorian churches usually do not 
receive for membership person 
younger than fifteen or sixteen. One 
Sunday morning, during a service io 
Calvary Baptist Church in Guaya­
quil [gwah-yah-KEELl, Ecuador, a 
child of six or seven presented him­
self as a candidate for baptism. The 
pastor and people were skeptical as 
the boy told that he had asked Jesus 
to save him, and that Jesus had 
come to live in his heart. They de­
cided to tell the boy to wait several 
years before he was baptized. The 
boy was disappointed, but he ac­
cepted the decision of the church.

The next Sunday he was hack. 
He brought his older brother. Dur­
ing the week, the boy had explained 
to the older brother how to be saved, 
and the older brother had accepted 
Christ. A week later, the boy 
brought his kindergarten teacher. 
She had observed a difference in the 
life of the boy, and had asked him 
about it. He had witnessed to her 
and won her. She later won her hus­
band and three children.

Within two months, this little boy 
had led six people to the Lord. The 
church decided to reconsider. The 
boy had shown evidence of being • 
Christian. He was accepted as a 
candidate for baptism.

Do you remember how you feh 
when you accepted Christ? Was 
your first impulse to tell everybody? 
What happened to that first love? 
Why is the clear command of Christ

io witness not the deepest desire of 
our hearts?

There is much in the Bible that I 
do not fully understand. I trust the 
Holy Spirit to reveal meanings to me 
in his own good time. But the clear 
command of Christ to witness is not 
hard to understand. It is plain, sim­
ple, straightforward. Jesus has com­
manded us to witness. He has given 
us no choice in the matter. In every 
Gospel, in the Epistles, in Revela­
tion, in fact, in many places in the 
New Testament, you find the clear 
command of Christ. “Go, tell.” “Go 
and disciple.” "Go, be witnesses." 
There can be no mistake. Christ has 
commanded us to witness.

You probably joined a mission ac­
tion group because you are con­
cerned for people. You want to 
express that concern in loving action. 
Perhaps you feel you can best wit­
ness through your actions. And, of 
course, we do witness by means of 
loving actions. But the time comes 
when the witness must be direct, 
when the testimony must take on 
words, when the clear command of 
Christ must be obeyed, and we must 
“Go, tell.”

Let us look at just a few of the 
passages in which Jesus commands 
his people to witness. (Most of these 
verses are familiar. Read them from 
present-day translations.)

Matthew 28:18-20
Mark 16:15
Luke 24:46-48
John 20:21
Acts 1:8

IN-SERVICE TRAINING AIM
As a result of this session, each 

Member should be able to cite one 

of Jesus' commands to witness, and 
to decide on a witnessing approach 
to one person she knows.

HOW TO DO IT
Ask a woman to tell the story of 

the Ecuadorian boy.
Challenge members to continue 

learning a verse each week to use in 
witnessing. Read the verses sug­
gested in the article, and ask each 
woman to choose one of them each 
week to commit to memory.

Look again at the poster made 
last month that gives an overview of 
the year’s topics. Remind the 
women that we are talking now 
about the why of witnessing in mis­
sion action. Ask someone to recall 
the reason (the why) studied last 
month. The theme of study this 
month is the clear command of 
Christ. Ask if anyone can share an­
other passage in the New Testament 
where the command of Christ to wit­
ness is recorded.

Ask: What does it mean to make 
the Lord our master and Lord as 
well as our Saviour? What difference 
should it make in our lives to obey 
the cQiftqiands of our Lord?

Give each woman paper and pen­
cil and ask her to write the name of 
at least one person to whom she 
should give a spoken witness dur­
ing this month. Now. ask her to 
write down what she should say to 
this person. (Allow a few minutes 
for this.)

Direct a quiet time of commit­
ment. Ask each woman to commit 
herself, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, to take this witness to this 
person this month. Remind the 
women that when the Holy Spirit 
leads us to witness, he goes before 
us to prepare the way.

CALL TO PRAYER
Ask each woman to pray for her­

self and for the others in the group, 
that as they have committed them­
selves to witnessing in a concrete 
way this month, they will be able to 
do so in the strength of the Holy 
Spirit.

Thank God for those who have 
obeyed the clear command of Christ 
by going as missionaries. Read the 
names of missionaries cm the prayer 
calendar today (see pp. 42-48). 
Thank God for each of them, calling 
individuals by name.

Suggest: Think of the missionary 
effort as being a cooperative effort. 
In your mind, join hands with every 
missionary around the world, as we 
witness together. Commit the witness 
to the Lord.

PREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYER
Announce the theme for the Week 

of Prayer for Foreign Missions 
(Nov. 30-Dec. 7): Redeemed—Re­
joice . . . Proclaim. Use the back ( 
cover of this issue of Royal Service . 
to prompt interest of women in par­
ticipating in all activities of the 
week, including the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. Provide specific 
information about times and places 
of meetings. Q

|Week of Prayer for Foreign Mis-, 
i sions, November 30-December 7: , 
i Redeemed—Rejoice . . . Pro-, 
i claim
'Current Missions Group: '
' Mass Communications—Uruguay 1

iBible Study Group: J
i Faith Alone (Galatians) I

|Round Table Group: ,
God, a Soul, and a Moment. See ( 
Book Forecast, page 33.

Prayer Group: 
Italy

iMission Action Group:
I Why Witness? Concern and Love
) Compel Us
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//Guides for a Prayer Retreat\\

A Clean 
Heart, 
O God

Kathy Underwood, assistant 
/^editor, Royal Service S'

Prayer of Adoration
"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you” 

(James 4:8).
Read Psalm 51:10-15 to begin a praise session. 

Ask participants to share their favorite Bible passages 
of praise.

When everyone who wants to has shared in praise, 
stand together in a circle with arms linked. Say: 
Let’s spend three minutes (or decide on an appro­
priate time) in meditation and prayer. Remember 
God is here, speaking. Take time to realize his pres­
ence and listen.

While still in a circle sing these words (repeating 
them), " I will praise thee . . .” to the tune "Alleluia," 
No. 422, Baptist Hymnal, 1975 edition.

"Giving thanks always for all things unto God and 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ* 
(Eph. 5:20).

Divide into groups of three or four. Give each 
group these instructions: Read in unison Philipp^ 
4:4-7. Share with each other special reasons lor 
thanksgiving. Think in specifics. Include God’s an­
swers to prayer—both positive and negative. Pray 
sentence prayers of thanksgiving. Each member 
may pray more than once, but give thanks for one 
blessing at a time.

Still in the small groups, join hands. Pray for the 
one on your right, then on your left. Thank God for 
some quality in that person or for something she has 
done.

Think of one joyful event on a missions field which 
you have recently read or heard about. Thank God 
for the people involved.

Lead all the group in singing together "I will thank 
thee . . ." to the "Alleluia" tune.

Prayer of Confession
"Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a 

right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10).
Say: Many of us have prayed "empty” prayers. 

Perhaps we do this because we need personal re­
newal. James said, “Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss” (James 4:3). Our lives must be attuned 
to God to receive his power. Without him we can 
do nothing.

Ask each person to meditate on her relationship 
with God. Is it what she wants it to be? Is it what 
God wants it to be? What sins block that right rela­
tionship? Read Galatians 2:20 and Galatians 5:22-25.

Continue: Pray silently, confessing your sins to 
God. Accept his forgiveness and ask the Holy Spirit 
to control your life. Close the prayer by leading the 
group to repeat Psalm 51:10 in unison.

Distribute pencils and paper. Ask the group to 
write the sins they confessed to the Lord. Encourage 
each person to be honest. No one but God will see 
this list. Provide a place where the papers can be 
burned. Ask each person to come and burn her con­
fessions. Call attention to the symbolism: God has 
forgiven our sins and he wants them forgotten.

Ask one person to lead in prayer as others pray 
in “one accord," thanking God for each renewedi 
spirit.

Begin singing "I will love thee .. .” to the "Alleluia" 
tune. Others will join in the chorus.

Prayer of Intercession
“God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in 

ceasing to pray for you” (1 Sam 12:23).
Say: With a clean heart, we can begin our prayers 

of Intercession. The bicentennial year we are ap­
proaching makes this an especially appropriate time 
to pray for moral and spiritual renewal in our nation. 
John D. Rockefeller III has said: "If this were a com­
fortable and sedate period in our history, the bicen­
tennial could merely be called a celebration, a 
national birthday party. But this is a time of severe 
stress and uncertainty about the future. It Is a time 
for patriotism ... a time not for a birthday party, 
but for a rebirth.’’

Study Psalm 85. How does this Psalm apply 
to us today? What truths does it share?

Ask each woman to recall a recent US news event. 
Then ask volunteers to mention prayer requests re­
lated to the events. Each request should demonstrate 
a desire for national revival. Allow time for discus­
sion. Consider our country’s spiritual condition 200 
years ago, today, and in the future.

Choose from the following numbered suggestions 
(you may not be able to use all of them):

1. Pray for our leaders in government. First 
Timothy 2:1-2 admonishes us to intercede and to 
give thanks for our leaders. These men and women 
vitally need God's guidance and strength as they 
direct the nation. Attach streamers on a map to 
designate your city, your state’s capital, and Wash­
ington, D.C. Ask persons to come forward, hold their 
streamers; and pray for your mayor, governor, con­
gressman, and the President. Call each leader by 
name. Read Proverbs 3:5-6 and pray that the promise 
might be experienced in their lives.

2. Pray that Christians will be good citizen^Our 
society will not change until individuals change, and 
prayer changes people. Divide into small groups. 
Each member will compile a list of persons she is 
concerned about and share it with the other mem­
bers in the group if she wishes. Pray silently for 
these persons.

3. Pray for the work of Woman’s Missionary Union 
in your church. Before the meeting find out what 
specific goals your WMU and Baptist Women have 
for the year; they may be related to the two em­
phases, TIME (Training in Missions Education) and 
a tempo (Baptist Young Women), as well as to the 
bicentennial. Make a list of prayer requests related 
to these goals.

Give these requests to each small-group leader 
and ask her to lead her group in prayer.

4. Pray for your church and its role in the com­
munity.

On poster board or butcher paper, draw a rough 
sketch of your community. Using one color, mark 
points or areas where either mission action or an­
other missions effort is already being conducted. In 
another color, mark areas where you know of needs 
that are not being met.

Ask the group to discuss the following: What is 
your church doing? What else can be done? Set 
some faith-sized goals to share with the church.

Close the discussion with prayer. Each person will 
pray quietly but audibly—all at the same time.

5. Pray for a US city. We can strengthen our 
nation by linking its large cities together In prayer.

Before the meeting, choose several large cities 
other than your own. Secure city maps, if possible, 
and write information on index cards about Baptist 
churches and missions points in that area. You can 
look through ROYAL SERVICE, Contempo* Home 
Missions magazine** and Mission Vacation Atlas*1'* 
for help. Write the director of associational missions 
of that city for prater needs.

At the meeting, ask women to choose a city they 
would like to pray for. Encourage them to look for 
more information about the city and its spiritual 
needs; for the name of at least one home missionary 
in that city.

Tape strips of paper together to form a chain as 
members pray in turn for cities.

Prayer of Dedication
"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 

availeth much” (James 5:16).
Give everyone a stiff piece of paper to make a 

bookmark prayer list. Or, order ahead of time and 
distribute the Baptist Women prayer bookmark (see 
order form, p. 48). Ask the women to look up James 
5:16 and write that reference across the top of the 
paper. Suggest that women write a special prayer 
request for each day of the week.

Lead the group in a litany as a prayer of dedica­
tion. (Make copies of the following and distribute 
to each person.)

Leader: For a heart cleansed and
filled with the Holy Spirit,

All: We beseech thee, Lord Jesus.
Leader: For a life constant in prayer,

praising and thanking our Father,
All: We dedicate ourselves to thee,

0 God.
Leader: For such a love of our fellow 

human beings that we plead on their behalf, 
All: We ask thee, Lord.
Leader: For all people to bow before thee 

and live for thy glory,
All: 0 God, we pray. Amen.
As a closing sing "I will serve thee . . to the 

tune "Alleluia.”

•Check your church library, or borrow a copy from a BYW 
member. •
•’Check your church library.
•••Free copy available from Home Mission Board Literature 
Service. 1350 Spring Street, NW, Atlanta, GA 30309.
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Forecaster is a guide to help Baptist Women officers know what to do and how to do it.

Agenda for November
Officers Council Meeting

Use Baptist Women Officer Plan Book1 to record 
plans.

• Take TIME for officers

• Take TIME for members

• Plan prayer retreat

• Plan homebound activity

• Complete plans for Foreign Mission Graded Series
study

• Plan Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions, including
promotion of Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

• Plan individual mission action training

• Plan mission action project as follow-through to
study

• Coordinate plans of groups

Baptist Women’s
Day of Prayer

Monday, November 3, groups of Baptist women 
around the world meet to pray and bring an offering. 
The offering given on Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer 
provides a basic source of support for the Baptist World 
Alliance Women’s Department.

The Baptist Women president has the planning re­
sponsibility for this day’s observance in Baptist Women. 
Guides for the meeting are found in Dimension, Octo­
ber-December.2 (Additional copies of the helps are 
available free from the state WMU office.)

Plans for the meeting might include: meeting with 
the BYW in your church; inviting all women of the 
church to the meeting; or meeting just as a Baptist 
Women organization.

Play Cooperation
Encourage church families to buy Cooperation: The 

Cooperative Program Game1 and play it often. Familia 
who play the game will learn about the Cooperative 
Program and have fun at the same time. They will make 
discoveries related to funding of state Baptist conven­
tion causes and to ministries of the Southern Baptist 
Convention through all its agencies.

TIME for Officers
1. As an officers council, do the training activity on 

page 23. Discuss the skills in relation to the work of 
each officer.

2. First Chronicles 28:20 tells of David's admonition 
to his son about building the Temple. Read the verse: 
“Be strong and courageous and get to work. Don’t be 
frightened by the size of the task, for the Lord my God 
is with you; he will not forsake you. He will see to it 
that everything is finished correctly" (The Living Bi­
ble).* Discuss the implications of the verse for leaden 
in Baptist Women.

TIME for Members
Allow five minutes in the general meeting for one 

person to lead in the member training activity, page 23. 
Follow the instructions on that page.

Individual Mission Action 
Training

Mission action chairman, plan a campaign to get 
every member to read the following books: Persons, 
Not Things: Principles of Mission Action; How to Use 
Community Resources in Mission Action; Special Skills 
for Mission Action 41; and Special Skills for Mission 
Action 42: Witnessing Through Mission Action.1 En­
courage each member to buy the books for herself, if 
possible.

If you have a Baptist Women newsletter, use space 
once a quarter to tell about these books. Reprint in the 

‘Used by permission, Tyndale House Publishers. 

newsletter a case study from one of the books. Suggest 
that members read the book to find information to for­
mulate an answer.

Secure at least one copy of each book for each mis­
sion action group. Ask group leaders to circulate the 
books to group members. Or provide several copies and 
let members check books in and out before the general 
meeting. Provide books to be checked out to individuals 
you enlist to help with organizational mission action 
projects. If members want to keep the books they read, 
they may pay for replacements.

Foreign Mission 
Graded Series Study

Are you ready for study of Sick and Ye Visited Me,* 
the adult book in the Foreign Mission Graded Series?

This may be a churchwide study. If so, urge Baptist 
Women members to participate according to church 
plans. If the book is studied in Baptist Women, the 
mission study chairman is responsible for planning the 
study.

Some things to remember:
—Publicize the meeting.
—Provide books for members to read.
—Provide the teacher with all necessary materials, in­

cluding the Teaching Guide?
—Provide for children.
—Contact each member; encourage her to be present 

and to bring an unenlisted friend.
—Provide homebound members copies of the^book. 
—Encourage each member to buy a copy of the book.

Prayer Retreat
Use the guides on page 38 for a Baptist Women 

prayer retreat. Follow the general suggestions on pages 
42-48 of Missions Prayer Guide1 for making plans for 
the retreat.

What needs to be done? 1. Choose a time to meet. 
2. Decide on a place to meet. 3. Determine a major 
emphasis. 4. Plan a tentative schedule. 5. Delegate re­
sponsibilities. 6. Promote the retreat. 7. Provide for 
children if necessary. 8. Evaluate the retreat.

Enlistment
Make a list of former members and currently inac­

tive members of Baptist Women. Order copies of the 
enlistment article “Confessions of a MAD Woman.”5 
Mail one to each of these persons. Include a schedule of 
Baptist Women activities in the mailing. Follow up the 
mailing with a visit.

Weei of Prayer for
Foreign Missions <Nov r>

Mission support chairman, plan Baptist Women ac­
tivities using the suggestions in December Royal Ser­
vice’ for a five-day observance. Encourage members 
to participate as individuals and with their families as 
well as in organization meetings.

The theme for the Week of Prayer is “Redeemed— 
Rejoice . . Proclaim.” The Scripture passages include 
Psalm 107:2; 1 Peter 1:8; Luke 4:18-19. The hymn to 
be used is “Redeemed” (Baptist Hymnal).

Suggestions for the iveek include:
• Use the theme poster4 for publicity and an interest 

center.
• Send cards or letters to all women of the church 

giving a schedule of Baptist Women activities for the 
week. If possible, send also the “Daily Prayer Guide 
for Use at Home”4 to all women over twenty-nine in 
the church. Check with your WMU director for per­
mission to distribute these.

• Support churchwide activities which may include 
missions banquet, prayer meeting, dramatizations and 
plays, missions emphases directed by pastor, family 
prayer observance in the home, missions fair.

• Use a variety of meeting times to attract more 
women. Have you thought of these? Prayer breakfast. 
Informal luncheon. Neighborhood groups. Morning 
coffee. Drop-in after work. Established group meetings 
(study, prayer, and mission action).

• Encourage individual participation, possibly 
through prayer partners or taped messages carried to 
those unable to attend.

• Encourage individual and family participation ih 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering: (1) Set personal 
goals by choosing a tangible measuring device (exam­
ple: an amount equal to what the family pays for utility 
bills for one month). (2) Refer to allocations in Decem­
ber Royal Service. (3) Distribute offering envelopes4 
in one of the publicity mail outs or in November group 
meetings.

’See WMU order form, p 48.
"From Woman's Missionary Union. 600 N. 20th St., Birming­
ham, AL 33203. Annual aubacription only. Pleas* enclose re­
mittance. Alabama subscribers add necessary sales tax. Dimen-. 
non, $2.50 per year, single copy 70 cents; for subscription 
outside the US, add 50 cents for postage and handling. ROYAL, 
SERVICE, $3.00 per year, single copy 35 cents; for aubacription 
outside the US, add $1.00 for postage and handling.
"Available through Baptist Book Stores.
‘Available from your state WMU office according to state plan. 
‘Available ONLY from Woman’s Missionary Union (see address 
above). Enlistment reprints 10 for 25/. Please remit by check ’ 
or money order adding the following handling charges: on orders 
of $2.00 or less. 35/; on orders of $2.01 to $5.00, 50/; over • 
$5.00, 75/. Alabama customers add necessary sales tax.
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_____ Martha (Mrs. Donald W.) Robinson. Rock Hill. South Carolina .

1 Saturday Geneste 33:1-11
Operating in an area described as 

“75 miles of people with a population 
of over 10 million," Lionel Chaddick 
serves over 200 Baptist churches in 
the Los Angeles area. “My work con­
sists of family and individual coun­
seling, crisis ministry, and referral 
service. There are not enough Christian 
counselors, doctors, and psychologists 
to meet these needs. Pray that I will 
be an effective Christian minister­
counselor."
Mrs. Abel Becerra, Spanish, New 

Mexico
Lionel G. Chaddick, youth and family 

services director, California
Oscar Hill, retired. New Mexico 
Sandra Patricia HOI, Baptist center.

Virginia
Larry J. Pattenon, pastor. California 
Mrs. Ray Allan Pollock, associational 

services, Indiana
Mrs. Antonio T. Ramos, Spanish.

Florida
Mrs. Nelson E. Russell, associational 

services, Ohio
Mrs. Roger W. Cole, home and church. 

South Brazil
Elizabeth Gray, retired, China, Malay­

sia
Shirley Jackson, secretary. South Brazil 
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Mrs. David J. Jacobson, home and 
church. Costa Rica

Helen Ruth Masters, nurse. Nigeria 
Mrs. Dottson L. Milk, home and

church. Jamaica
Daniel H. Rupp, preaching. Colombia 
(Meta Snell, religious education. Chile

2 Sunday Psalm 4
Based in Manila. Philippines. James 

O. Terry. Jr., Southern Baptist radio­
TV representative for Asia, serves 
eleven Asian countries in their tele­
vision and radio ministries. “One of 
the most exciting aspects of the work 
has been film production in Thailand. 
Three films have been completed in 
Thai using Bible themes in modern 
Thai situations. Give thanks to God 
for the response we are getting to var­
ious radio, film, and correspondence 
course ministries." (For more about 
Mr. Terry, see pp. 24-26.)
Anthony Ahaev, church extension, 

California
Ricardo Hernandez, Spanish. Texas 
Paul Ray Seal. Jr., Eskimo. Alaska 
Eliseo Toirac, Spanish. New York 
Aileen WUHams. center director, Ari­

zona
Mrs. Meredith E. Wyatt, church exten­

sion. California

church, Colombia
Mrs. R. Paul M*m,' *

church, Equatorial Brazil

Southeast Asia
PMri Todd, retired, China,

3 Monday Gemeto 37:1-4
“Alcoholism occurs frequently u 

the reservation,” writes Margaret (Mn. 
John W.) Blake. She and her hub* 
minister to Indians on the Ute Raur- 
vation in northeastern Utah. “Ths b- 
dians face great discourageaMk; 
many are tempted to commit write. 
They face a high unemployment rate, 
and many have marital probtom. 
Our prayer is for salvation ia hi 
hearts of the Ute Indiana. We pray sb 
for Christian Indian leaders and ■ 
Indian preacher."
David Beal, weekday ministry director, 

Georgia
Mrs. John W. Blake, Indian, Utri 
Clyde Eugene Lake, 9r„ director ri

associational missions, California 
Jesus Perales, Spanish, Texas 
Burley E. Coder, preaching. Ftort

Brazil
Mrs. Stanley. Crabb, Jr., home aid 

church. Italy
L. Wayne Frederick, preaching, Gu* 

deloupe
Glen L. GromiWIer, education. Philip­

pines
Mrs. George H. Kottmar, social wort.

Colombia
Alan P. Neely, education, Colombia 
Mrs. Garland M. ThrekeM, home and

church. Ethiopia
Ben W. Tomlinson, preaching, Taiwan 
Mrs. Weldon E. Viertel, Baptist Spefr

ish Publishing House. El Paso, Tew 
Mrs. Rudolph M. Wood, home and

church. Belgium

4 Tuesday Geneste 37:5-11
Weekday ministries at Fulton Ave­

nue Baptist Church. Baltimore, Mary­
land. began in 1963 with after-scho^ 
clubs, a Teen-Time Club, and a Moth­
er's Crafts and Bible Study Groop 
"Please pray for our youth.” writes 
Beryl Flanagan. "We are planting the 
seed, but there is no one in their homes 
to water or to help them to grow. 
pray that God will give the increase 
And we want to reach the parents of 
the children. The adults are alwap 
the hardest to reach for Christ."

Mrs. PbMp Aaron, Spanish, California 
Edna Beryl Fteasugna, weekday min­

istry director, Maryland
Eddie Joe Henson, mountain, West 

Virginia
Robert den Swearingen, US-2, resort, 

Illinois
Mrs. CMatoa M. Ashley, home and 

church, South Brazil
Samuel R. Cannata, Jr.,’ doctor, 

Ethiopia
Betty Jo Craig. social work, Nigeria 
Mrs. E. Wesley Miller, home and

church, Europe/Middle East
J. Ulman Moes,* preaching, Mexico 
Robert H. Sherer, preaching. Japan

5 Wednesday Genesis 37.12-1R
Cuban refugees are scattered 

throughout the country, but the great­
est concentration is in Florida. Pray 
for Thelma (Mrs. Miguel A., Jr.) Cal- 
leiro and her husband in Miami as they 
attempt to meet the spiritual needs of 
their people and to encourage a better 
understanding between Anglos and 
Cubans.
Mrs. C. C. Bradshaw, retired, Texas 
Mrs. Miguel A. Calleiro. Jr., Spanish.

Florida
Mrs. Tommy Louis FeweR, Christian 

social ministries. North Carolina
Mrs. Albert Joaquin. Spanish. Illinois 
Myrtle Salters, retired. Georgia
Mooes A. Valdes, Spanish, North Caro­

lina
Kent W. Briyeat, music, Argentina 
Mrs. Donald A. Crane, home and

church, Malaysia
Mrs. Joha H. McTyre, music, Chile 
Mrs. A. P. Pierson. retired. Mexico.

El Paso
Mrs. WiH J. Roberts. home and church, 

Kenya
James M. Watson, English-language.

Spain (
Mrs. James D. Watts, home and 

church, Italy

4 Thursday Genesis 37:19-24
John McTyre writes: “I believe God 

« calling me to work in the section of 
Santiago where most of the people live 
and where none of our missionaries 
are working. After furlough I will re­
turn to visitation evangelism in this 
section. Please pray for us in this 
change and great new responsibility." 
Mrs. Joshua Grijalva, Spanish. Texas 
Mrs. Durward B. Jones, Jr., Christian 

aocial ministries director. North 
Carolina

Mrs. Troies Linthicum. Spanish. New
Mexico

Frances Hammett,* nurse, Tanzania
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Reglnal A. HIW,* preaching, Trinidad 
Mrs. John Lake, retired, China, Hawaii 
Charles P. Long, English-language,

Belgium
John H. McTyre, preaching, Chile

7 Friday Generis 37:25-21
What is it like to be a missionary 

journeyman? Margaret Mashburn’s 
chief responsibility in Los Teques, 
Venezuela, is teaching missionaries' 
children; but she also assists the career 
missionaries in other ways and serves 
in numerous capacities at a local Bap­
tist church. “I am constantly learning 
new things about myself and the world, 
growing spiritually, helping in large 
and small matters, sharing with others 
the knowledge I have gained, loving 
and being friends."
Mrs. Juan T. Aguilar, Spanish, Texas 
Thomas Donald Davidson, Sr., direc­

tor of associational missions, Ohio
Mrs. Eulalio D. Guerrero, Spanish.

Texas
Jack Lee Heath, director of associa­

tional missions, Kansas
William Gerald Locke, director of as­

sociational missions, Kansas
William R. McLin, interfaith witness, 

California
R. D. Thomas. National Baptist. Loui­

siana
R. T. Buckley, preaching, Bangladesh 
■ eland J. Harper, business administra­

tion, Paraguay
Mrs. F King. home and church. 

South Brazil
Margaret Mashburn, journeyman, edu­

cation. Venezuela
Georgia Mae Ogburn,* women's work. 

Chile
Mrs. Howard D. Olive, home and 

church. Philippines
Teresa Sanders, journeyman, secretary.

Kenya
Mrs. Van W. Williams, home and 

church. India

R Saturday Genette 37:29-36
"Spain is a predominantly Roman 

Catholic country," relates Betty (Mrs. 
Thomas L.. Jr.) Law. “We Baptists 
hardly make a ripple; but in cities 
where Spanish Baptist churches are 
located, their impact and influence is 
much larger than would be thought 
possible by such a relatively small 
group."
Mrs. Sherman Bridgman, associational 

services. Illinois
Verlene Fanner, National Baptist, 

Oklahoma
Mrs. Ober Guzman, Spanish. Florida 
Mrs. Glenn T. Harada, Christian social 

ministries. Hawaii

Mrs. Thomas Edwin URy, Christian 
social ministries, Louisiana

Mrs. Jack T. Merritt, Christian social 
ministries, New Mexico

Mrs. T. W. Talkington, retired, Mis­
sissippi

Mrs. William H. Berry, retired, Brazil
Mrs. Samuel Choy,* home and church, 

Korea
Mrs. Hany B. Garvin, home and 

church, Uganda
Mrs. Wayne L. Hasenmyer, home and 

church. Japan
Mrs. Ralph W. Hollaway, home and 

church, Japan
Mrs. Dale G. Hooper, home and 

church, Kenya
Mrs. Thomas L. Law, home and 

church, Spain
Mrs. Russell L. Locke,* home and 

church, Nigeria
Paul A. Rhoads, student work, Korea

9 Sunday Psalm 37:1-11
Mrs. Homer Grimmett, a home 

missionary to the Indians in Oklahoma, 
retired nearly twenty-three ago. She 
remained active in church work until 
her husband became ill eight years agoi 
Pray that God will bless Mrs. Grim-’ 
rnett with good health and that , she 
will continue to grow as a "child of 
God."
G. Donald Brent, director of associa­

tional missions. New Mexico
Mrs. Francisco Garrido, Spanish, 

Texas
Mrs. Homer C. Grimmett, retired, 

Oklahoma
William Osborne, director of associa­

tional missions. Illinois
Mrs. Steven P. Hicks, home and

church. Mexico
Mrs. George Oakes,* home and 

church. South Brazil
Teresa Strength, journeyman, music. 

South Brazil
Mrs. Jon D. Tillinghast, home and 

church. Yemen
Sammy G. Turner, preaching. Kenya

10 Monday Genesis 39:1-6
“Chilean WMU work is organized 

much as it is in the United States. 
Basic activities include prayer and 
Bible and mission study. We observe 
four seasons of prayer each year." 
Pray for Laura Frances Snow, general 
secretary of the young people's organi­
zation. as she plans with Chilean lead­
ers in GA and RA work. •
Horace E. Fisher, Spanish, New

Mexico
Andres Viera, Spanish, New Mexico
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Mn. Tauy G. Lrtham, home and 
church, Philippines

Mm F. McCoy,* doctor, Nigeria
Laura Frances Snow, women’s work, 

Chile

11 Tuesday Genoato 41tl-B
Southern Baptist work in New 

Hampshire, as in all New England 
states, is still young. Seventeen years 
ago Southern Baptist servicemen from 
New Mexico transferred to an air base 
at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Find­
ing no Southern Baptist church, they 
organized one themselves. The church 
was later sponsored by a church in 
New York City. Pray for the work of 
Helen (Mrs. William T.) Jenkins and 
her husband as they encourage the 
growth of more churdies in this area. 
Fred Chestnut, National Baptist, Ala­

bama
Mrs. WBMam T. Jenkins, church ex­

tension, New Hampshire
Ernesto Augustin Lopez, retired, Puerto

Rico *
Pedro C. Pared, Spanish, Florida 
Mrs. Ruben Pena, Spanish, Texas 
Larry Alien Pumpeiy, US-2, church

extension, Ohio
Salvador Sanchez, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Joe Paul Turner, associational

services, Delaware
Elim Valerio, Spanish, Texas
Harold T. Cummins,* preaching,

Kenya
Muemer S. Harvey,* education, Hong 

Kong
D. Edwin Pinkston, preaching. Ivory 

Coast
Mrs. J. Wendell Powers, home and 

church, Taiwan
Mn. Ray G. Register, Jr., home and 

church, Israel
Alma Rohm, education, Nigeria
D. F. Stamps, retired, China, Hawaii 
Mn. Leo E. Waldrop, home and

church, Surinam
Robert A. WHUams,* music, Honduras

12 Wednesday Genesis 41:25-37
A great host of people in East Africa 

suffer from malaria, parasitic diseases, 
anemia, tropical ulcers, or protein de­
ficiency diseases. Dr. Hal Boone. 
Kenya, ministers to the people through 
mobile clinics and static church-related 
clinics. “Ask the Lord to fill me to 
overflowing with his life, power, and 
compassion. And please pray for more 
doctors!”
L. T. Whitelocke, National Baptist, 

Virginia
Hal B. Boone, doctor, Kenya

Mn. Norman L. Coad, home and 
church. Upper Volta

Emam Cooke, education, Lebanon
Mn. Oriynn R. Evans, home and 

church, Liberia
Mn. WMam A. Hickman, Jr., secre­

tary, Paraguay
Marion A. Mobley, preaching, Japan 
Mel R. Hunk, preaching, Argentina 
Mn. ABeu N. Stickney, home and 

church, Kenya
Richard Sammrrai, journeyman, re­

ligious education, Colombia
Freddie Walker, preaching, Kenya

13 Thursday Genesis 41:37-44
Christine and William Graves serve 

in the Caribbean (be is field represen­
tative for that area), where at least 
five new fields have opened up to 
Southern Baptist missionaries in the 
past eighteen months. Pray for Dr. and 
Mrs. Graves as they try to keep in 
touch with the missionaries in the Ca­
ribbean, encouraging and helping 
them.
Jan Elizabeth Cox, weekday ministry 

director, Pennsylvania
Mrs. Miguel DeLana, Spanish, Texas 
B. J. Diet, Jr., pastor, Alaska 
Sarah Garcia, kindergarten, Texas 
Pablo Lovers, Spanish, Texas
Mrs. C. Ballard White, Indian. South

Dakota
Otha Winningham, Rochester. Minne­

sota
Mn. Roy W. Brent. home and church.

Kenya
Mn. Charles E. Buckner, home and 

church. Indonesia
Mn. James E. Foster, home and 

church, Spain
Mn. William W. Graves, home and 

church, Caribbean
Don C. Jones, administration, Korea 
Earl R. Martin, education. Madagascar 
John A. Poe, preaching. Mozambique 
Janies M. Young, JrH doctor, Yemen

14 Friday Geneste 41:53-57
“If only I could read the Bible for 

myself’ is the plea of many non­
readers. Literacy missions not only 
teaches people to read, but also offers 
opportunities for personal witness. In 
addition, through literacy missions, 
people of other language groups learn 
to speak and read English. Pray for 
Lillian (Mrs. John R.) Isaacs as she 
imparts these priceless gifts to others 
in Tallahassee, Florida.
Basilio Esquivel, Spanish, Texas
John Hopkina, Christian social minis­

tries. Kansas

Mn. John R. laama, to, an
Florida 'W

AM Joagata, Spanish, Ulinoh 
Mn. WBBam L. Kanfmaa, CMr.

social ministries, Kentucky 
Hmm> L. PMRpa. retired, LgdL 
Mn. MaMna Roberto, retired, Qtb

home
Jennie Alderman, retired, China, Tu 

wan
Roger W. Brabuk, preaching, Tto

Norman N. Burnet, ID, prtadteg
Greece

Curtis L. Dixon, preaching, Angola 
Mn. Rirhard D. Evans, home nd

church, India
Mn. James L. Garrett,* home and 

church, Equatorial Brazil
Leroy B. Hogue,* education, Tahnn 
CBnt rimbreogh, music. South Brad 
Mn. J. Donald Mmon,* home nd

church, Zambia
Mrs. Michael R. Norfleet, home nd 

church, Taiwan
Mn. John W. Shepard, Jr., mink.

Japan

15 Saturday Generic 42:1-12
In 1971 the Vincenzo Coacci faaSy 

began a mission to Italian-speaUai 
people in Providence, Rhode Island. 
They distributed a bilingual leaflet 
which grew to be a newspaper. Hair 
best way of reaching people was i 
radio broadcast, “The Voice of Italy,” 
heard by over 100,000 people. But the 
broadcasts have been discontinued to 
cause of lack of funds. Letizia Coacci 
writes, “Our special need is to resum 
our broadcasts."
Mrs. Vincenzo E. Coacci, Italics.

Rhode Island
John W. Dowdy, Jr., Christian social 

ministries director.. Missouri
Mn. O. W. Efurd, Jr„ church sxtm 

sion, Hawaii
Mrs. Roland Lopez, Spanish, Texas 
Terrell L. Moore, pastor, Ohio 
Mrs. E. V. Rodrigues, retired. Team 
Lome E. Brown, doctor, Kenya 

14 Sunday James 4:1*4
When Emelle Brooks was appoirisd 

to Nigeria in 1947, she planned h 
serve as a nurse. Because of an eaau- 
gency at the Baptist Girls’ School • 
Abeokuta, she was asked to asm 
temporarily as a teacher. She to 
cepted the responsibility of teadwi 
girls, grades kindergarten through co*" 
lege, in the field of health. She is rill 
teaching! Pray for Miss Brooks • 
she teaches and guides Nigerian y<*N 
wome.i.

Mn. Maxie Garden, National Baptist, 
South Carolina

I. Oscar I umpkh, Christian social 
ministries director, Florida

Cencepdaa PadMa, Spanish, Cali­
fornia

Mrs. James H. Smite, Jr., Christian 
social ministries. New York

Emelt Brooks, education, Nigeria 
Mrs. J. Robert Bartit, home and

church, Argentina
Mrs. Writer E. Craighead, retired, 

Romania, Paraguay
Mrs. Max T. Furr, home and church, 

Peru
Helen Nixon, religious education, Ar­

gentina
Merilyn Pinson, social work. Upper 

Volta
Bertha Smith, retired. China, Taiwan 
Mn. David R. WaBace, home and

church, Kenya

17 Monday Genette 42: IB-25
A major difficulty for Alta Lee 

(Mrs. August) Lovegren is being sepa­
rated from a daughter in college in 
the United States and another daughter 
in high school in Lebanon. There is 
also the difficulty of communicating 
effectively in the Arabic language. 
Pray that Alta Lee Lovegren may find 
the Lord sufficient for her needs.
Donald K. FHHagim, church extension. 

New York
L. C. Jenkins, retired, South Carolina 
A. Barren Jones, Indian. Oklahoma 
Robert L. Caritele, retired, Uruguay 
Mrs. Finlay M. Graham, home and

church, Lebanon
Oliver H. Harper, doctor, Indonesia 
Mrs. Fred L, Hawkins, Jr., home and

church, South Brazil
Mn. S. Judson Lennon, home and 

church, Thailand
Mn. L. August Lovegren, home; and 

church. Jordan
Paul H. Miller, education, Nigeria 
Harold D. Wicks, education, Nigeria

11 Tsesday Genesis 43:1-10
“We praise the Lord for the memory 

of the fine faith of the Chinese," says 
Martha (Mrs. Greene W.) Strother, 
who served twenty-two years in China 
and Malaysia. “Our home was open 
to all. We had many wonderful ex­
periences as we saw the Lord's Spirit 
move in and through people." She 
“Ms. “Pray always for your mission­
aries. Our God is able and willing!" 
Edwin I. Armitage, youth and family

*ervices director. Ohio
Orville Griffin, director of associa­

tions! missions. Ohio
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Ueyd W. Juma, Indian, Oklahoma 
Gleaned lea Norris, pastor, Massachu­

setts
Michael Odtyxku, retired, New York
Mrs. David D. Sriudez. Filipino, Ha­

waii
Doyle L. BaBey, preaching, Argentina 
James D. Crane,* preaching, Mexico 
Jaases W. Hawkins, religious educa­

tion, South Brazil
WMtam T. Kent, doctor, Panama
Mrs. Edgar L. Morgan, retired, China 
Mrs. Earl Parker, retired, China. Korea
Mrs. Greene W. Strother, retired, 

China, Malaysia
H. Thomas Suttoa, maintenance, Co­

lombia
E- Harvey Walworth, preaching, Mex­

ico
John A. Witherspoon, preaching, Ar­

gentina
Carl F. YameB, Jr., preaching, Malay­

sia

19 Wednesday Geneste 43:11-14
The Mississippi Baptist Seminary in 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi was begun to 
meet the need for training black pas­
tors. Pray for A. T. Walker who 
retires today from service under the 
Home Mission Board as dean and pro­
motional secretary, but will continue 
to work under the Mississippi State 
Baptist Convention.

John and Connie Anthony and 
two-year-old daughter Allison 
are in the middle of their second 
year in Israel where Dr. Anthony 
directs Jerusalem House, the 
Baptist Student Center.

In ROYAL SERVICE'S June 
1975 feature on this family, 
Connie Anthony was incorrectly 
identified. Along with a brief up­
dating about this family's acti- 
vities, ROYAL SERVICE is happy 
to set the record straight.

bto. Thamm DaaaM Devito ia, 8r„ 
associational services, Ohio

S. E. Grinstead, retired, Tennessee
Mrs. Jackie H. McCtang, Baptist ou­

ter, Georgia
Mn. Andrew Viera, Spanish, Wash­

ington
A. T. Wrihar, National Baptist. Mis­

sissippi
Mn. Irvin H. Acne, education, Uru­

guay
Mn. Bobby B. Alan, home and 

church, Indonesia
Fred M. ABen, music, Zambia
Roy G. Davidson, Jr., radio-TV, Bots­

wana
^fn. H. Wanes Rice, home and 

church, Indonesia
Mn. Dan C. Routeisdge, home and

church, Ivory Coast
W. Eugene Rririe, doctor, Indonesia
Vado Waldron, retired, Argentina

M Thursday Geneste 43:24-31
Serving in the heart of the Mormon 

empire, Joe H. Music is pastor of Uni­
versity Baptist Church, Salt Lake City. 
Utah. The church provides various 
programs, including a youth center and 
courses of religious instruction. Prayj 
for God’s guidance for Mr. Music. 
Lee AaflB, retired, New Mexico 
Mn. Floyd A. CoBtas, associational

services, Michigan
Doarid Frank Dfltard, US-2, Christian 

social ministries, Alabama
David Fapurvoa, retired, Texas
WBBe Mae GBes, center director, Texas 
Mn. James Mark McAMteter, Chris­

tian social ministries, West Virginia 
Joe H. Marie, pastor-director, Utah 
SamBsi Quarles, journeyman, educa­

tion, Kenya
Mn. HBario VaMta, Spanish, Virginia 
Mn. R. H. FahveB, home and church,

Hong Kong
Mn. Wflaon R. Tatum, home and 

church, Lebanon
Mn. George R. Trotter,* home and 

church, Indonesia
James M. Watf, radio-TV. Taiwan

21 Friday Geneste 44:1*13
Mauriece and Gerald Doyle serve in 

Cuenca, in Southern Ecuador. “This 
area has been very closed to the gos­
pel, and the people arc pot interested 
in anything new. This is definitely the 
hardest place I have ever worked." 
Pray that God will inspire and en­
courage Mauriece Doyle during dis­
couraging momenta.
Mn. Marcos Castro, Spanish, Tcxai 
Mn. victor Emiubki, Indian. Ari-

zona
Mn. Max Mrioae, Indian, Oklahoma
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Mr*. Leery J. Puttereou, church exten­
sion, California

Mn. Venters RobteOu, retired, Texas 
Dwight L. Baker, education, Israel 
DwvM P. Daniel, radio-TV, Mexico 
Mrs. Gerald W. Doyte, education,

Ecuador
Dean T. HtagenM, Jr., doctor, Jordan 
L. Wayne Greaham,* business adminis­

tration. Philippines
W. David Hanns, doctor, Honduras 
Mrs. Frederick H. Horton, home and

church, Japan
David Mein, education. North Brazil 
H. Barry Mitchel,’ business adminis­

tration, North Brazil
Mrs. StockwcB B. Sean, home and 

church, Singapore
Mnrjorie Stephens, education, Nigeria

22 Saturday Genesto 44:14*23
Jesus and Blanca Martinez minister 

to Spanish-speaking people of nine dif­
ferent nationalities in Rochester, New 
York. Their chapel was recently con­
stituted as a church. Join them in 
prayer for a building ^vith facilities to 
meet their needs.
Daniel Banda, Spanish, Texas 
George B. Kendal, retired, California 
Mrs. C. J. Lawrence, Christian social

ministries, Alaska
Jesus Martinez. Spanish, New York 
Emmett Dale Miler, assistant center

director. Louisiana
Servando Morales, Spanish, Texas 
Avery Lee Sayer, weekday ministry

director, New York
Eliott Smith, director of associations! 

missions, California
Mrs. David Torres, Spanish, Florida 
J. Franklin Baugh, Jr., business admin­

istration. Tanzania
Kenneth W. Bowie, journeyman, stu­

dent work, Peru
Mrs. R. Don Mantooth, home and 

church, Israel
Betty McQueen, student work, Nigeria 
Mrs. Donald E. Smith/ home and

church, Nigeria

23 Sunday Genesto 44:24-34
Linda (Mrs. James R.) Barron, a 

missionary in Kumasi, Ghana, writes: 
“Only in the past year has the Lord 
granted me the gift to witness, pray, 
and read with understanding in the 
Twi language. 1 teach pastors’ wives 
at the seminary. Among the five 
women, only one understands English. 
I would appreciate your prayers for 
fluency in the Twi tongue.”
John Arnold, Jr., Spanish, California 
German BaBesteroo, Spanish, Texas 
Eugene L. Sloan, Spanish, Oklahoma

Mr*. Jaw R. Burros, home and 
church, Ghana

Fred T. Pihingirt, radio-TV, Taiwan
Mn. L. Laverne Gregs ry, home and 

church, Mexico
WHInm Skinner, doctor, Paraguay
Mr*. H. Ctoyas Stenma, home and 

church, Korea
Mn. E. S. Sweaaoa, retired, Argentina 

24 Monday Generis 45:1-4
“Eat when you can, work when you 

can, and pray that something will come 
along to tide you over winter,” is the 
philosophy of migrant agricultural 
workers. Among Southern Baptist mis­
sionary couples involved in migrant 
work are Augustine and Irene Salazar 
in California. Pray for Mrs. Salazar. 
Mn. Elm Gokmka, internationals,

New York
Leslie Gnu, retired, Oklahoma
Mrs. Thomas F. Henderson, Spanish, 

Texas
Mrs. Jesus Ries, retired, California 
Ella Rivas, Spanish, Texas
Mrs. Augustine Sala rar, migrant, Cali­

fornia
John G. Shannon, mountain, Cali­

fornia
Mrs. James H. Shope, church exten­

sion, Kansas
J. Wesley Brizendfaie, student work, 

Guam
Mrs. Bradlty D. Brown, home and 

church, Liberia
J. Kenneth Casey, religious education. 

Bermuda
Mrs. L. Steve DMmore,* music, Peru 
Mrs. Alex F. Garner, home and church,

Panama
Melba Hernandez, journeyman, secre­

tary, Mexico
I. Grundy Janes, Jr., education, Chile 
Mrs. Chester L. Todd, home and

church, Tanzania
Kenneth H. Watkins, preaching. Para­

guay 

25 Tuesday Genesto 45:4-15
Lois Glass retired October 1 after 

14 years of service in China, 6 yean 
in Japan, and 17 yean in Taiwan. She 
asks: “Pray that there will be a great 
revival in Taiwan. Also pray that God 
will be in complete control of my life 
and that I will find the place he wants 
me to serve in my retirement.” 
Merwyn Borders, church extension di­

rector, Vermont
Mrs. Herbert HBton Stomghter, asso­

ciations! services. West Virginia
WMe Mae Berry, nurse, Ghana 
Robert H. Causby, journeyman, educa­

tion, Liberia

ABort BL Dyuaa, Jr., education, Nj.

MwaH ». Fmto, piMChina. Soak
Brazil

Lute Gtasa, retired, Taiwan
V. Lynn Groce, agriculture. Ethiopia 
Mrs. Cart G. Lee, home and cherte.

Indonesia
Mrs. Gory D. Unebargsr, home aad 

church, Taiwan
George 8. Leenk, radio-TV, Venezwh 
JndMh Morgan, journeyman, educa­

tion, Equatorial Brazil
Calvin Y. Sarver, education, Ghana 
Gerald E. Schlriff, preaching, Rho­

desia
Mrs. Sammy G. Turner, home and 

church, Kenya

24 Widairday Genesto 45:24 te 467
Fred and Gale Sanford, the third 

missionary couple to be appointed to 
the country of Dahomey, will arrive in 
Cotonou in mid-December after a year 
of language study in Tours, France. In 
the midst of the frustrations of learn­
ing a new language and living in an­
other culture. Gale recalls her purpose 
for being there: “I remember God’s 
love and concern for mankind has led 
me here."
Mrs. JuMo A agates i, Spanish, Texas
Mrs. Marion F. Boyd, associations!

services, Michigan
Mrs. Guy L. Brndtey, associations] ser­

vices, California
Efrulm Horta, Spanish, Louisiana 
Mrs. Donald W. Knapp, church exten­

sion, Pennsylvania
Mrs. Padre C. Pared, Spanish, Florida 
Conredo Romero, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Maxlsno Vasguez, retired, Florids 
Ben Yelvtegton, Indian, New Mexico 
Mrs. Max N. Atexaauter, home and

church, Thailand
John S. Basham, journeyman, preach­

ing, Tanzania
Mrs. Gita L. Groadidter, home aad 

church. Philippines
Mrs. Jimmy M. Hssey, journeyman, 

education, Philippines
Marsha KeBer, journeyman, secretin 

Argentina
Mn. FrH H. Wirt, home nd 

church. Dahomey
Mrs. F. Joe Snyder, social work, Keny» 

27 Thursday Psalm 145:14-24
Patricia Ervin directs weekday ac­

tivities at the Savannah (Georgia) Bap­
tist Center. At the conclusion of * 
full Sunday program, interpretation of 
the evening service is provided for dwaf 
people, including some blacks. M» 
Ervin requests prayer for the yoeaf 
people. “Many have made profession 

of faith recently. Pray that they may 
stand true to Christ.”

James E. Akin, pastor. Utah
Yms Altman, Spanish, Texas
Mn. balm A. Bast, retired, Texas
CMfford B. Coleman, director of asso­

ciations! missions, Ohio
Minor Davidson, internationals, Mary­

land
Gerald C. Davis, preaching, Philip­

pines
PMricia Ervin, Baptist center, Georgia 
Thomas Irriag Weuig. director of asso­

ciations! missions, Nebraska

Hew cm I help them ail' 
Yesterday H was a small boy 

who from the quality of his 

clothes

I suspected wanted the money 

for candy

And then there was the old woman 

who I knew would only buy 

liquor with It

wants money as ho holds out his 

withered hand

I look at him and I am tom

He Is poorly drossod and hungry
Ho has seen hard times and many 

cold winton
The loss of the money would not 

hurt me

The old man

ROYAL SERVICE • NOVEMBER 1975

I had seen her huddled In the 

doorway of a bank 

her eyes closed in a dream world 

her liquor had created

But what of this old man 

What am I to do with him?

Is just to give money enough?

Will that take care of all problems 

Is that all I was sent here to do? 

or doos It merely take care of - 

my conscience? .
Is there something different I ' 

should do

or Is this all I can do?
Is there any way I can reach out 

and taka this old man s hand 

in mine?

Paul A. tfi&ls

Missionary In Korua

Birthday, November 8

Mn. CMm A. Antafto.. home and 
church, Lebanon

Mn. Charles L. Deeven, home and 
church, Ivory Coast

Jtau C. Dfltard, education, Kenya 
Sydney L. Goldfinch, Sr./ education

Costa Rica
WBHani Gopffarth, education, Philip­

pines
Richard L. Lusk, preaching. Philip­

pines
Bertha Jane Marshal, nurse. Gaza
F. Calvin Parker, administration. Japan
Mrs. Richard T. Ptampin. education.

South Brazil

WMIam L. Sergeant/ education, Korea 
WMam R. Swan, doctor, Philippines 
Miriam WiBto, education, Yemen

24 Friday Csltmlsai 3:12*17
Betty and J. Wallace Poor, commu­

nication specialists in Uruguay, follow 
up contacts made through Baptist radio 
and television programs. “We reach 
persons who write or call after listen­
ing to a program. We enrol them in 
Bible correspondence courses and visit
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them. Our greatest challenge is to bring 
these persons to the point of commit­
ment to Christ and to enlist them in 
a church. Pray that we will begin 
Bible study groups in the homes of the 
radio and TV listeners who live in 
high-rise apartments and in isolated 
parts of the capital city.”
George P. Gaskius, director of associa- 

tional missions, Colorado
Lucite Ladd, retired. Louisiana 
Gregorio Peres, Spanish. Texas 
Daniel Rodrigues, Spanish, Florida 
Mrs. ABeu Seward, Indian, Colorado 
Charite W. Fenner, education, Japan 
H. CWford Graham, publication, Ja­

maica
Mrs. T. W. Hughes, nurse. Nigeria 
Martha Moerisms, retired, Hawaii, Ma­

laysia, Singapore
Mrs. James C. Oliver, Jr., home and 

church, Colombia
Mrs. J. WaBace Poor, press, Uruguay
Mrs. Ray E. Shelton, home and church, 

Uruguay
ire. J. Mark Terry, home and church. 
Indonesia

Any item identified in 
this magazine but not 
listed here may be ob­
tained only from source 
given for that item.

SHIP TO.

Street___

City

Three of the names on today's birth­
day list are those of retired home mis­
sionaries. Pray that in their changing 
life situations these servants of the 
Lord will continue to find and respond 
to people around them who need to 
know the Saviour.
Mrs. A. F. Cabrera, Spanish. Texas 
Pedro G. Carraau, retired, California 
Paul A. Duke, retired. Alabama
Mrs. John Pancewicz, retired. Michi­

gan
Hal K. Jacks,* preaching. Indonesia 
Richard T. Ptempln, education. South

Brazil
Mrs. Freddie Walker, home and 

church, Kenya
Mrs. WilNaui S. Wester, home and 

church, Malawi

Serving in the Copperbclt region of 
Zambia. Dick Rader finds the average 
person is open and responsive to the 

ORDER FORM FOR WMU MATERIALS
Women's Missionary Union 
600 North Twentieth Street 

Birmingham. Alabama 35203 
O* Baptist Book Store

ORDERED BY.
Street.

s*

radio and TV work, teaches in I 
training programs, distributes fl 
and serves on six Mission Commit. 
"The urgency in Zambia is that or 
not know how long we will be free 
preach. There are strong negative I 
fluences in the country, although I 
president is a Christian."

Larry D. Carter, National Baptist, 
nois

LudBe E. Krrrigsa, Spanish. Flcrtf
Joel R Badris, Spanish, Texas
Jobs C. Abel, Jr„ doctor. Nigeria ■

Colombia
Mrs. GeraM H. Holl, Jr, home i 

church, Colombia
John D. Hopper, preaching. Austri
Clyde D. Meador, Jr., preaching, 

donesia
Dick A. Rader, preaching. Zambia >
Mrs. Hoyt M. Roberts, home 

church. Honduras
Betty Vaught, secretary, Hong K

When ordering from | 
WMU, poyment must 1 
occompony order Do not 1 
request billing. Moke 1 
check or money order 1 
payoble to WMU. Cosh i 
sent at customer's risk, j

Ill
1st 
,»*S

That Special
Lottie Moon Touch

Are you thinking of a friend you’ve 
considered inviting to join you in 
this year’s observance of the Week 
of Prayer for Foreign Missions— 
someone who knows next to nothing 
about Lottie Moon?

Have you ever explored with 
somcortv in your own family fasci­
nating facts about the the woman for 
whom the Christmas missions offer­
ing is named9

Would you like to do all your 
holiday note-writing "in the spirit of 
Christmas”?

Here are two items to help you 
apply the Lottie Moon touch:

“In the Spirit of Christmas” is a 

beautiful, colorfully illustrated book­
let on the life of Lottie Moon. Share 
it with a friend. Read it with a mem­
ber of your family. Use it for your 
own quiet Christmas-time reading. 
$1.00.

A Note Card Package—twelve 
cards with “Old China" photos and 
matching envelopes—will provide 
distinctiveness to all sorts of mes­
sages you send at Christmas time. 
One idea: invite Baptist women 
“dropouts" to your week of prayer 
observance. $1.00.

Both items are available from 
Woman's Missionary Union or Bap­
tist Book Stores (see p. 48).
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As you approach the Week of Prayer tor Foreign Missions (Nov. 30-Dec. 7, 
1975) SPEAK OUT as you give through the Lottie Moon Christmas Ottering

Has the Lord redeemed
you?

then speak out!
(Psalm 107 2 The Living Bible)'

YOU CAN ACT OUT LOVE for the ancient land of Yemen 
because $60.(XX) of the 1975 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
will provide operating expenses for the seventy-bed Baptist Hos­
pital in Jibla. Here seventy Yemenis and a dozen missionaries 
(James Young, MD. is in the photo) minister to people from every 
part of Yemen and from bordering countries. Their goal: to show 
the love of Christ to 6 million people who have never heard that 
God cares for them

Irxi bs Johnni Johnson Foreign Miwnon Hoard 
Foreign Mission Board photo by (.eraid Hartes 

Tied by pcrmtMton, Tindale House Publishers


