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On the wall in Nguyen Van Dang's living room Is a 
poster that says "Happy are those who dream 
dreams and are ready to pay the price to make 
them come true.'"

The Dang family’s dream was freedom, and 
they're paying the price right now. They are refu
gees from Vietnam living in Falls Church. Virginia 
Helping to pick up the tab for their freedom are 
the concerned members of a Southern Baptist 
church.

Tom and Barbara Lowe, members of Columbia 
Baptist Church of Falls Church, were part of a com
mittee formed in 1974 to help in sponsoring a 
Uganda refugee family

We previously had sponsored a Cuban family, 
and that experience had worked out nicely says 
Lowe a pharmaceutical salesman When South 
Vietnam fell at the end of April 1975, the church 
was ready to act

The Lowes contacted the Home Mission Board 
through their association (Mt Vernon) office, vol
unteered to sponsor a family, and asked what was 
involved

One Wednesday Ector Hamrick, our associa
tions director of Christian Social Ministries, called 
and said our family would be arriving that night, 
said Barbara Lowe a medical technician 'We 
knew only that there would be a mother a father 
two sons and a granddaughter

They had expected more time for final prepara
tions but that night at the worship service, a tem
porary home was volunteered We got up an 
impromptu greeting party, a bouquet of flowers 
and borrowed an airline office at the airport, says 
Mrs Lowe

They didn t know if anyone in the family could 
speak English I saw a girl in line at the airport 
who looked Vietnamese She spoke English, and I 
asked for help in communicating with the family we 
were to meet says Mrs Lowe When I told her 
their family name, she exclaimed. That s my fa
ther '

The young woman, her sister and her oldest 
chnd had been brought out of Guam by another 
American and were being sponsored by a family 
•n the area Dang had asked for this area because 
he knew his family members were here He had 
phoned his daughter about their arrival "It was 
Quite a reunion, says Mrs Lowe

Trom their arrival June 9 until an apartment was 
secu'ed the family stayed with church members

We divided up the committee to find a |ob 
hous'ng furniture linens kitchen items We gave 
the 'amiiy an old-fashioned pounding said Mrs 
Lowe

Dang had worked in Vietnam for the Agency for 
International Development as a budget and finance 
specialist He had even written an accounting book 
in Vietnamese. But he refused the first offer of a 
part-time clerical job “We found out later that he 
believed sponsorship would be over once he got 
a job He was afraid we would drop him," said 
Mr Lowe

Dang's seventeen-year-old son, Kiet, would have 
finished high school in June if he had not left Viet
nam He is attending high school in America one 
more year in order to increase his English pro
ficiency

Dang, his wife, Noniem, and their sons. Chanh 
and Kiet. are attending Sunday School at Columbia 
Baptist Church "I imagine they're attending out of 
politeness, said Mrs Lowe "We visited their 
home and saw a paperback New Testament folded 
back as if he'd been reading it,” she said

Dang was one of Vietnam's many nominal Bud
dhists. as was Binh Nguyen, twenty-one, another 
of the thousands of refugees who fled before the 
invasion of South Vietnam in late April Binh s wife, 
Khoa, gave birth to their baby at Camp Pendleton 
That made their son, John, an American citizen. 
The child was named after John Zorack, an Ameri
can colonel for whom Binh had worked as an inter
preter eight years ago

As a refugee In America, Binh has one advan
tage over many of the other refugees He s lived 
here before Zorack had brought him to Spring
field. Virginia in 1969 He stayed with Zorack’sa 
family and attended high school here for two andl 
a half years

Binh has been even further Americanized John 
Goodwin, the pastor of Groveton Baptist. Blnh's 
sponsoring church, loaned Binh his car Binh had 
it only a week when it was stolen from in front of 
his apartment

Bmh s family s sponsorship came as a result of 
a Baptist family's volunteering to keep them In 
their home on a temporary basis By the time the 
family arrived in Groveton, the church had voted 
to sponsor them

Carl and Virginia Hess had responded to a sur
vey sent them by an ad hoc committee which was 
checking out resources in the event of a Southeast 
Asia evacuation

Ector Hamrick was a part of the Baptist com
mittee of metropolitan Washington for refugee re
lief which was pulled together in early April by a 
group of concerned Baptists

We sent out questionnaires to leaders in two 
hundred churches, said Hamrick The question
naire requested information about the availability
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PHOTO. PAGE 2—one of Deng a granddaughters feeda ig, 
cream to a young friend.

TOP LEFT Binh and Khoa Nguyen

LOWER LEFT Nguyen Van Dang In hie apartment

of help from families. Churches reproduced the 
questionnaires and sent them to their members m 
bulletins. "We got eight hundred back in the first 
ten days,' said Hamrick. Families checked whether 
they were willing to allow a refugee family to live 
with them for a time; to teach English; to be foetv 
parents; or to provide other services to refugees

By mid-July. the ad hoc committee had beer 
instrumental in resettling more than two hundred 
and fifty refugees with twenty-five churches and 
as many individuals as sponsors

Nine churches in Hamrick’s association became 
sponsors of Vietnamese families One was the fam
ily of Binh's brother-in-law.

Jerry and Trula Duane of Vienna Baptist Church 
volunteered, as did the Hesses, to keep a family 
in their home They were two of about thirty-five 
people in the church—e mission action group- 
who responded to the questionnaire.

Vienna pastor Larry Matthews, whose churtt 
conducts fellowship parlies for refugees in the 
area, said When Ector Hamrick called to tell us 
a family was coming, we turned to the whole con
gregation to invite more people into the mistier 
action group and to begin a fund We raised almost 
$1,000 for Son and his family "

Son and Xuan Nguyen and their children Vi, Ty 
and Thu came to the Washington area because his 
brother-in-law. Binh Nguyen, was sponsored there 
Son even got Binh's old job as a warehousemr 
for a company that sells institutional wholesale 
groceries Binh had quit the job. but returned the 
next day to tell the president of the company why 
he had quit He felt the lifting was too heavy for 
him Impressed by his candor, the president dis 
covered Binh had been mess supervisor In 
gon s US embassy and he gave him a job as boo* 
keeper Binh recommended his wife's brother fof 
the job he had vacated

Binh became something of a local celebrity 
When he and his family came to the area. Ecto 
Hamrick called a local station which televised the’ 
arrival Later, when Son came. Binh returned to 
the airport to be televised again at the reunion. Al 
the annual meeting of the American Baptis' 
Churches in Atlantic City, New Jersey, Binh spo** 
before 5,000 people about his escape from Vietnsf 
and his impressions of America

"I can see why sponsors sometimes throw UC 
their hands, said Virginia Hess "I threw up mtf*

TOP RIGHT Son and Xuan Nguyen with their children (I. to r.) 
VI, Thu. and Ty

LOWER RIGHT Dang at a social held by Columbia Baptlat 
Church in honor of hit family's coming to the area.

when Binh quit his job. And I wanted to America
nize their baby. They were feeding him every time 
he opened his mouth. In America we’re used to 
regular feeding times "

When Binh was first looking for work, Virginia 
saw that he was circling barlending jobs in the 
want ads He had done some of that in Vietnam 
"I suggested that since Baptists sponsor him. It 
might not be a good idea to tend bar," said Mrs 
Hess When he asked why. I had a good chance 
to explain about Christianity and the examples we 
try to set "

Binh and his family attend Sunday School and 
worship services every week at Groveton Church. 

It isn't that we've been brainwashed, said Binh 
We really don't know what our religion will be.

but I feel we need one to set the principles for our 
lives

The influence of loving concern from Baptist 
families can help set those principles Even now, 
nearly a year after they left their homes, many Viet
namese refugees are still homeless, awaiting spon
sorships

The gratitude of the families already being spon
sored is exemplified in the note from Xuan Nguyen 
to the Vienna Baptist congregation which was re> 
printed in the church's newsletter

Since the day we have arrived and received 
your sponsorship we have been given so much 
help from you. both spiritually and materially, 
which has recreated hope in our lives and has 
given us a good opportunity for the new future " 
She added "I hope we ll be given the opportunity 
to love you in return "

SPONSORS FOR REFUGEES ARE STILL NEEDED 
I’ your church is willing to sponsor a refugee fam- 
'•y it should (1) vote to sponsor a family, decide the 
size family it could handle, and check housing and 
iob opportunities, and (2) write your state Bap
tist convention's refugee coordinator, or Office of 
immigration and Refugee Service at the Home 
Mission Board (1350 Spring Street NW. Atlanta 
GA 30309)

Prospective sponsors need to realize that the 
Vietnamese want to be on their own They do not 
*ant to be dependent, they want jobs At first, 
however they will be totally dependent They will 
rteed help m getting food and clothing and in 
'earning English They will need help in becoming 
self-sufficient in America □
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Where is woman's place?
Consider a traditional answer, expressed in a song

called "Tradition,"* from Fiddler on the Roof:
"Who, day and night.
Must scramble for a living.
Feed a wife and children.
Say his daily prayers?
And who has the right, 
As master of the house.
To have the final word at home?"
The answer to that one is: "The Papa Then we 

are asked:
"Who must know the way to make 
a proper home.
A quiet home, a kosher home?
Who must raise a family and run the home.
So Papa's free to read the Holy Book?
If you need any coaching, the answer for that one 

is: "The Mama Next question:
"And who does Mama teach 
To mend and tend and fix. 
Preparing me to marry 
Whoever Papa picks?"
Another obvious answer: "The daughters."
Tevye the dairyman tells us that all of this is 

tradition. And "without our traditions, our lives 
would be as shaky as—as a fiddler on the roof

Fiddler on the Roof is set in Russia just before the 
Revolution. This was a transitional time for everyone 
in Russia—especially the Jews. In the story we see

Wenuws 
Place 
LAWRENCE E. WEBB
director editorial department, WMU, SBC

the shattering of various traditions, personified is 
one man's family The first of Tevye's five daughter! 
persuades him to approve her choice of a husband 
without the aid of the ghetto matchmaker. A second 
daughter simply tells her father of her marriajr 
plans The third daughter crushes her father by mar 
rying outside the faith

Vi e. too. are living in an age of transition In atw 
age of transition, we see traditions swept aside

"Tradition is a good word
Tradition is a bad word

Paul admonished the Thessalonian Christians tc 
stand firm and hold to the traditions which yw 

were taught by us (2 T heas 2 15) He commended 
the Corinthians "because you remember me tr 
everything and maintain the traditions even as I 
have delivered them to you ( I Cor I I :2 RSV)

On the other hand. Jesus had harsh words forth* 
religionists of his day He quoted Isaiah: "This pee 
pie honors me with their lipa, but their heart is f«r 
from me; in vain do they worship me. teaching* 
doctrines the precepts of men Then he said. 
leave the commandment of God. and hold fast th* 
tradition of men" (Mark 7 8 RSV)

Tradition means "what is transmitted. <” 
what is handed down from age to age

Let us seek to find a word from God. to distin 
guish the commandment of God from the tradition 
of men What biblical principles concern woman i 
place in the world ?

Let us begin with a controversial verse from Paul 
in I Corinthians 14:34: The women should keep 
silence in the churches. For they are not permitted 
to speak, but should be subordinate, as even the 
law says" (RSV).

What does Paul mean when he instructs women 
to keep silence in the church? Obviously if we took 
that passage at face value, there would be no 
Woman's Missionary Union. Many Southern Baptist 
churches would long ago have passed from existence, 
because noble women have been the mainstays. Mis
sions work abroad and at home would be greatly 
curtailed if all women were removed from the ranks 
of missionaries.

We need look no further than that same letter of 
I Corinthians to discover that Paul doesn't mean this 
quite as it sounds. In the early verses of chapter I I. 
Paul pronounces yet another prohibition for women 
But in the process, he gives room for women to 
pray and preach Notice in verse 4 that men are not 
to pray or prophesy (preach) with their heads cov
ered By contrast, women must have their heads cov
ered when they pray or preach.

Paul upheld many traditions of his times Corinth 
was a pagan city, a sinful and sensual city Prostitutes 
in Corinth did not wear veils. These women gave 
considerable attention to their coiffures. Paul says in 
verse 6 that a woman without a veil might as well 
shave her head. This was part of the punishment for 
Jewish women convicted of adultery A woman with
out a veil was shameless But Paul seems to take^it 
for granted here that women will pray and prophesy 
But they will do so in modest attire

Radic libbers can really take off after Paul in these 
opening verses of chapter I I He says in verse 3 that 
God is the head of Christ. Christ is the head of man. 
and man is the head of woman

Again. Paul upheld many traditions of his times 
Paul was a devout Jew of the first Christian century 
An ancient prayer a Jewish man would pray ex
pressed thanks to God on three counts- that he was 
not a Gentile, that he was not a woman, that he was 
not an ignorant man

In verses I I and 12 (RSV) Paul says, "woman 
'• not independent of man nor man of woman He 
goes back to Genesis 2 and says, "woman was made 
from man But he goes full circle by saying, "so 
man is now born of woman That sort of levels 
things out

There are different outlooks in different books 
of the Bible and even within one book, as we have 
wen here

A religious group has sort of a motto that says, 
speak where the Bible speaks and are silent 

*here the Bible is silent

It's easy for us to fall into the same trap. "1 know 
what the Bible says (or doesn't say), and if you 
don t use the same holy language I use, you aren't 
biblically sound."

You don't make Baptists with a theological cookie 
cutter. We don't tell each other what we must be
lieve in order to be Baptists.

Do you recall the struggle William Carey had with 
his fellow Baptists in England when God stirred his 
heart to go to the missions field? Carey gave an 
impassioned appeal for missions and was told, in 
essence, "Young man, sit down. If God decides 
to save the heathen, he won't need your help." His
tory has shown WilliaM Carey was faithful to the 
commandment of God. while his critics clung to the 
traditions of men.

Or. consider our attitudes toward people of other 
races. Probably in no other area have we so taken 
the precepts of men and sought to elevate them to 
the status of divine commandments.

In West Texas where I grew up, we had relation
ships between Anglo and Spanish-speaking to deal 
with, as well as the black-white issue. Marvin 
Burgess was pastor of the W'asteHa Baptist Church 
near Roscoe, an area that drew many Mexican people 
during the annual cotton harvest Pastor Burgess 
became concerned that there was no effort to meet 
the spiritual needs of these temporary residents. So 
he led the church to see the need for a preaching 
service in Spanish on Sunday afternoons, and he en
listed a Mexican American preacher. Victor Ortix, 
to lead this ministry I must have been eleven or 
twelve years old when this was happening, ahd I 
called Victor Ortiz "Brother" as readily as I did 
Marvin Burgess, our Anglo pastor. One day I was 
in the home of a friend who was about my age. His 
mother heard him refer to the Mexican minister as 
"Brother Ortiz She corrected him. insisting. "Ortix 
is not my brother I thought Ortix was my brother. 
I still think Ortiz is my brother.

Fourteen miles or so from Wastella in the county 
seat town of Sweetwater. I had another interracial 
encounter which made a more profound mark on me 
than I realized at the time. James worked at a de
partment store as deliveryman and janitor. I don't 
remember James's last name because--- since he was
black—his last name didn't much matter to white 
folks I would see James almost every Saturday as 
I came to town to watch Gene Autry or Johnny 
Mack Brown in a western movie for eleven cents. I 
saw James more often when my family moved into 
Sweetwater

Though we did not know each other well, we 
related affirmatively as man and boy. In this case. 
I was the boy. although the black was usually called 
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"boy" rc<ardleM of age. Yean later when 1 was in 
college or seminary and the trips to Sweetwater be
came leas frequent. James told me of another boy 
who had hung around on Saturdays waiting for the 
matinee movie. The boy became bold enough one 
day to reach out and touch James’s hand. He drew 
his hand away from the elderly black hand, stared at 
his own hand, and said with surprise, "Momma said 
it would rub off on me."

When 1 think of statements like. "Ortiz is not my 
brother ’ and "Momma said it would rub off on me." 
then I am driven to the statement from our Lord: 
" 'In vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines 
the precepts of men.* You leave the commandment 
of God and hold fast the tradition of men."

What has all this to do with a consideration of 
what the Bible says about a woman's place? A great 
deal, actually. What the Bible talks about in several 
places is freedom or liberty for persons. As to the 
Equal Rights Amendment and ordination and other 
current woman-relatecf questions, there's no way 
Baptist women could reach a concensus. Shades of 
thought range from the radic-libber to the woman 
who takes her bubble bath at four o clock so she can 
be truly fascinating when her owner comes home.

Our WMU Watchword for the year is Paul s 
assertion from 2 Corinthians 3:17. "Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty." While we obviously 
can t get together on all the applications and rami
fications of what this liberty and freedom should 
mean for women. 1 pray we can agree freedom is for 
women as well as for men. The basic point I'm con
cerned about is summed up in the title of a book 
that came out last year: Christian Freedom for 
Women* and Other Human Beings. The book has 
chapters by four human beings, two women: Sara 
Frances Anders and Vera Mace, and two other 
human beings: David Mace and Harry Hollis. Jr

But most women, even today, function in hoo* 
situations, with home responsibilities consuming vary, 
ing percentages of their time and energies.

Is it a truism to say the home is a crucial elemaat 
in society > If so. then let me be banal. Let me betrib 
as I express a deep concern for the future of the 
home. As the home goes, so goes the nation—and 
the world. I am married to a seminary graduate sad 
a sometime public school teacher. Pansy has net 
taught for pay since our boys were born because 
feel deeply that we should exercise our stewardship 
of parenthood and not turn our sons over to a day
care center during the crucial preschool years. Now, 
responsibilities in the home should be shared, in
cluding washing dishes, changing the baby's bottom, 
and spending time with the children. The only thing 
I can think of in parental responsibility which cnuM 
not be shared is the biological necessity that du 
mother give birth to the child. But in our case, wt 
concluded that Pansy was the parent who should 
devote full time to child rearing. Sons, father, and 
house would long since have been reduced to rubbit 
if I had tried to be the parent at home. We consider 
our sons as a trust from God. No one else in tha 
world would—or should—feel the measure of re
sponsibility we feel for their spiritual, social, intel
lectual and economic well-being More parents need 
to weigh their responsibility for their children's total 
development through the home.

As Christians, we dare not try to "put people ia 
their place e need to proclaim liberty through
out ail the earth, setting people free to find the place 
God wants each to fill

*T”*£'T'2N copyright t 1974 THE NEW VORK TIMES MUSIC CORSO 
ration (Sunbegm Division) All rights rgsgrvsitJ Rgpnntgd t>» RSf 
mission of Ths New '’o'i Times Music Corporation 

rsv VALENTINE, nmtlv. secretary, 
(hrletlaa Life Cnaialw. Seathera Bap
tist Caaveatlaa

Thia la a flaw la lave, la raee relatle—, 
Mintages kava feaag time ta haggle, time 
■a haraagae, aag time te hate. Bvea la 
ebarebes there haa heea wMeapreag mla- 
aederstaaglag ef what It meaaa te be 
Chrtstlaa la raee retalleaa. The eeaaee- 
llaa het area Jaallee aag leve aa three 
relate te raee haa efiea heea pervelved 
dimly aag glatartegly. Per Chrlatlaaa 
rhalleageg by a werlg ef weeg la raee re- 
lalleaa. hewever. thia la a Haw te lave.

The Wise Maa haa 
■aid that “ta every- 
thlag there la a sea- 
■aa. aag a time te 
every parpsae eager 
the heai ea ... a time 
la lave, aag a time te 
hate” (Eeel. Sil3). 
Far Chrlatlaaa, hat
lag raelal preJaglee 
sad rartam Itself la a 
■aprraateral resalt 
•I havlag eame late 
right relalleashlp 
alth Gag threagb re- 
peataaee aag faith la 
him threagb lean 
Christ. There la as 
•law whea hatlag the 
"Il ef raelam la aat 
■pprepriale. Levlag 
hath vletlma aag per- 
petralera a 
la alaa a saperaalaral 
“■all ef the Chris- 
Uaa'a lave far Gag; 
aag there la aa Haw whea lave far all races 
•ad greaplaga ef hamaa belays la aat ap- 
peaprlale.

There la a time ta reeegelre that the 
raelal crisis la eel ever aag that the raelal 
rrehleai la aat ever gelag la be aelveg. art 
really aelveg. la ear klag ef werlg. Never- 
•heless, far every Cbriatlaa. thia la a lime 
•• late.

Thia la a Haw te remlag earaelvea that 
raee la aat the praMem: raee la simply a 
laet. Name peeple are while, eame are 
N*ek, seme are brewa. It la raelam. the 
Saetriae that aee raee la eeageallally sa

perter while all ethers are nagsaltaBj1 
laterter, that la the preMem. Baeism la a 
ale agalaat Gag; aag It la a ala agalaat ha- 
maalty, mage la Gag’s lamge. la the face 
el racism eat yet eeagaersg, It la a tlam 
te lave.

Thia la a tlaae te remlag earselves that 
ehaages la aeelety, like ehaages la hamaa 
Uvea, are hard te brlag sheet. Na eheap 
grace eaa effect Importaat ehaage. Bely 
the easily leve ef Gag la Christ eaa eaaMe 
Cbristlaas tegay te brtag gag, erger ta 
the slafal glaerger that characterises the 
earreat raelal sltaallea. Thia la a Haw te 
lave.

Baev Kelatleaa Saagay, Febeaary S, 
■ STS, la a apeelal re—lager that thia la a 
Haw la leve. Os thia gay lei aa affirm the 
iaelasl,eaeaa ef the geapel. let aa eem- 
maaleate the aagerstaaglag that the 
greaag at the feel ef the era— la weta- 
greasly level, let aa preelalm ear eaa-
tieties that la letas Christ. Gag haa 
brekea gawa the glvlglag wall af heatlllty 
belweea these whe were eaee far apart bet 
wha are belag breagbt legelher threegh 
the aaertflelal brlggewerk ef Jesaa Christ.
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AN APPROPRIATE SAINT for 
Baptist women (should they decide 
to choose one) just might be St 
Valentine Valentine's Day, a 
time of showing love, was named 
for two Christian martyrs, though 
the customs of the day have noth
ing to do with the lives of these 
men

Remember your school days 
and the butterflies you hod as you 
started for school on Valentine's 
Day3 Who would give me a valen
tine? How many will I get3 Will a 
special person bring me one3 The 
bittersweet memories run ram
pant

Times have changed, though 
My children are instructed to bring 
to school a signed valentine for 
each child tn their class No names 
Little excitement involved No 
surprises No "special'' one valen
tine Everyone gets one from 
everyone else

More and more often we're la
beled by numbers and ZIP codes 
One woman was identified by an
other in a grocery store as "the 

green Volkswagen " We have lost 
the art of learning names A per
son's name is the sweetest and 
most important sound in any lan
guage Good salesmen, pastors, 
politicians know it's crucial to re
member names

Baptist Women should know 
the importance of names in their 
efforts to "bridge the gap" be
tween Christ and people who need 
him And enlisting other women 
could be greatly enhanced by ef
forts to remember names

Here are hints
• Take an interest in the per 

son Show that you really want to 
remember the name Concentrate 
on the name and the person, then 
make a point of repeating the 
name during and after the con 
versation.

• Identify the person by an out 
standing physical characteristic A 
long nose, dimples, arched eye
brows, anything will do But you 
must link the name to a face

• Get the name right and re
peat it Ask the person to repeat 

his or her name Rather than 
offending, this is flattering Then 
use the name before you port, if 
it's natural

• Make some kind of associa
tion, mental or visual Maybe you 
know someone el$e by the sane 
first name, picture the two people 
together Form an acrostic with 
the name Ruth Deni sone—ReOH 
her hair is red, Ann Parker—ALP 
if she is very toll Use jingles, 
puns, rhymes, birthplaces Mrs 
Alexander needs suspenders Prac
tice will make this kind of associa
tion an easy tool for remembering 
names

• Review the name and who’ 
you know Visualize the person 
after you part Write it down ino

name notebook

You'll be amazed at your mem
ory—and how it affects your reki 
tionships with others

IF I CAN'T be near the one I Io**- 
I'll love the one I'm near 

just kepokting some unique 
<that show love in action.

windowsill garden in a nurs
ing home has become a lasting gift. 
A family in Minnesota "adopted" 
an elderly womarw^n a nursing 
home who had no close family. 
When the family started their own 
tomatoes from seed they potted a 
cherry tomato, staked it, and took 
it to the nursing home Everyone 
in the nursing home kept stopping 
by to see how the tomatoes were 
doing, providing much-needed at
tention for their friend The family 
has now potted some peas and 
will deliver that pot as soon as the 
plants are tall enough to stake

Try this for someone you and 
your family are ministering to Or 
use it as a means to find someone

Second A very alive and well 
bunch of Baptist Women who 
meet of night tried a unique twist 
to their ministry to the women in a 
rehabilitation home The women 
m the home were invited to a Bap
tist Women general meeting and 
supper Each guest was greeted 
and befrtended by one Baptist 
Women member It's hard to say 
who was blessed more, the Baptist 
Women or their guests

Third The president of this 
same group planned a vacation 
trip to an African country Con
tact with a missionary revealed the 
need for medical supplies and 
dresses for children in an orphan- 
nge The Baptist Women organi
zation responded to the needs 
how this president managed to 
take the trip with so few personal 
belongings will always be a mys
tery Her luggage was bursting 
*rth supplies that government 
regulations had made difficult to 
receive by mail

This kind of ministry requires 
loresight, careful planning, and 
on awareness mode keen through 
'revolvement in Baptist Women ac
tivities

HOME OR JOB: Is having both 
better3 An extensive survey by a 

women's magazine reports that 
married women in both positions, 
at home or working, are almost 
unanimously happy with their lot

The greatest disadvantage to 
working, according to the report, 
is that husbands do no more to 
help with the work in the home 
than when the wives were not 
working The chief difficulty for 
the wife staying at home is less 
financial freedom and a smaller 
social circle

Overwhelmingly, both groups 
agreed that women with young 
children should be in the home

"/ THINK A WOMAN'S PLACE 
is in the home And she should 
stay there after she gets home 
from work "

A VALENTINE FOR A TEEN
AGED daughter would be beauti 
ful inscribed with these words that 
Sam Levenson penned to his 
daughter, Emily These are beauty 
hints, given when she started to 
date

For attractive lips, speak words 
of kindness

For lovely eyes, seek out the 
good in people

For a slim figure, share your 
food with the hungry

For beautiful hair, let a child 
run his finders through it once a 
day

For poise, walk with the knowl
edge that you will never walk 
alone

One of these days some guy just 
might say. "Gee, baby, you're 
beautiful " He might even want 
to marry you *

MY DAO concluded a sermon on 
the Christian home with a soul- 
searchmg story from Bishop 
Charles Slattery of France

A new pastor called at a certain 
cottage When the husband came 
home from work, his wife said, 
"The new pastor called today " 

Husband, "What did he say3"

"Oh," she answered, "Does 
Christ live here3 And I didn't 
know what to say "

His face flushed, and he said, 
"Why didn't you tell him we were 
respectable people?"

"Well," she replied, "I might 
have said that, only that isn't what 
he asked me."

"Then why," continued the 
husband, "didn't you tell him that 
we read our Bible and say our 
prayers3"

Again the wife said, "But he 
didn't ask me that."

"Why," continued the hus
band, "didn't you say that you 
were always at church?"

"He didn't ask that either. He 
askedbnly, Does Christ live here?"

The man and woman pondered 
this question for many days. Little 
by little their lives were changed; 
little by little they grew to expect 
Christ, not dead, but gloriously 
alive

And some way, they knew not 
how, through great love and 
through a willingness to be sur
prised by the mystery of His ra
diance, they knew him He did 
indeed live there'

I LISTENED AS SHE spoke of los
ing a television ministry—-from 
lock of missions giving

Tears welled up in my eyes as her 
voice broke with emotion

Then leaving the sanctuary for the 
comforts of home,

My concern shifted so easily to the 
color for a new sofa

And how soon I could order the 
new push-button phones

Oh, God' Why don't we care'

MY LOVE IS POUND to earth by
man's twisted ideals of beauty. 

Dear Lord, unloose these bonds
and let me love as Jesus did 

when he reached out and touched
the leper

Amen
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Woman of the
JocLAM AM4M

■Whw Istortod to reed theNOw 
Testament," Elena Sanchez re- 
eefc. “I found out We truth of Vie

Meat her In the concrete can
yons ot Well Street where she per- 
uctpows in transactions tnat tTrect

lord." Her Mue eyoa sfwrkta as 
she shares Vw good news. "Since 
I wes seven years dd, I was looking 
for the reel Sod. IWwn Grand- 
father died, Vie maaSM for him 
cost much money." Somehow, this 
didn’t seem right to young Elena

Baptist Church. "We thou^rt any
one who waa not a Catholic was a 
heretic." TN, presented profatanw 
when ho (pronounced eewo) pro
posed to Elena. "My mother didn’t 
wont me to marry a Protestant," 
she remembers. The temgy prieet 
came to persuade Bern nut to 
marry ho.

Young Sanchez ezplalned to 
Elena that, following their rrw-

life was a ball for Elene In Ha
vana Her father was on ordUtoct. 
Her mother was a chaperone, ac
companying the tosnags girt and 
her escort to party after party. 
Often the social dubs danced until 
four or six In the morning alto 
Mama was there!

From her days to parochial 
school, Elena planned to become a 
teacher. She attended Vw Univer
sity of Havana for two yean.

rieua ana m
Then she went to work to ttw 

office of a young accountant who 
am also an eligible twchator. Out 
Iw Sanchez wee a Bapttat, an

the world's economy. Follow her 
onto the IRT P7 subway that be 
comes an etovoM train near her 
hemo In New York City’s borough 
of Queens. Got ooquaintod with 
her family to Mr second-floor 
apartment. Squeeze Into their 
small car wMh about nine Girts In 
Action forthe trip *> Mr Brooklyn 
meeting- »MnwRh Senadur

tag to the factory taught, "making 
my Uta mtoerebte," ae Etone n- 
members It. So she prayed: "Oh 
God, now de for me the tost tMng * 
And Vw next morning the difficult 
a^reSMtMaMe at^^A reaiBbu adldipwip ww wnn kvh on-
iWRihi. "She almost hugged me.

Into the YWCA 
On Losington Avenue In Manhat
tan. living atone, she was afraid, 
cried a lot, couldn’t Stoep "Thon 

wet twe cncHTwr person 
by my UM Don’t bo afraid.’"

Airport (Idlewild, as It was known 
then) Is one of the largest and 
busiest air terminals In the world. 
Dana says, '1 was ready to sit on 
the Boor and start screaming and 
crying.” Then some friends ap-

LABBMM TMCMB
For throe months Elene did net 

hear from too bock In cube. *1 
aahad God to tot me know about 
my husband. and wMMn an hour 
and a hod the phone rang. Mb 
secretary oaltad to report he would

tlon. "Oh God," she preyed, "I 
don't went to go through this."

Elana says, “I found out the 
truth of the lord from reeding my 
Bible end seeing the way Ivo wes| 
behoving.- living atom In Now 
York, Etona found a now Ute and 
a naw retotionehip with the lord 
Jesus Christ

tlon of Now York) wnendaO Vw kt- 
vitotlon tar comndtmant to Christ 
at Vw dose of Vw service, but toe



wouldn’t let Elene respond. He 
thought she wasn’t ready. The next 
week Elena stepped forward during 
the singing of the hymn of Invita
tion. She was trusting Christ and 
requesting believer's baptism and 
church membership. Later her 
husband’s brother, Jost Sanchez, 
came to be pastor of the church.

In 1964 Ivo and Elena helped 
organize Ebenezer Baptist Church 
In Queens. The church still does 
not have a building of Its own, but 
rents facilities of St. Matthews 
Lutheran Church of the Deaf In 
Elmhurst. Their pastor, Eliseo 
Toirae, recently led the church to 
begin a new Spanish ministry on 
Long Island in cooperation with 
Brentwood Baptist Chapel.
. At Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
pena is director of the Sunday 
School which has an enrolment of 
forty. She orders Sunday School 
literature from the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House in El Paso, 
Texas. She is also bus driver, 
picking up pupils in a fourteen- 
passenger van. And she is church 
librarian. The church library is in 
Elena’s closet and "behind the 
couch" in their apartment.

Beyond her church, Elena is an 
active member of the Missions 
Committee of Metropolitan New 
York Baptist Association. She goes 
to WMU Conference at Ridgecrest 
Baptist Conference Center to get 
new ideas for her work with Bap
tist Women, GAs, and Mission 
Friends back at home in New York.

The Elmhurst community, where 
the Sanchez family lives, was for
merly a neighborhood of Irish, 
Italian, and Jewish people. Now 
it is a Hispanic area of some one 
hundred thousand residents from 
ail over Latin America. Stores 
along Roosevelt Avenue advertise 
their wares in Spanish and English. 
There is even a Chinese Cuban 
restaurant as evidence that not all 
the Cuban refugees are Spanish. 
Nearby are distinctive Dominican, 
Ecuadorian, and Colombian sec
tions.

Elena and Ivo and their daugh
ter, Maria, live in a six-story apart
ment building. Ivo says there were 
just two Cuban families in the 
building when they moved there in 
1962. Now 75 percent of the 200 
families in the building are Cuban. 
Maria, a fifth-grader, has lived in 
this apartment building all her life. 
She enjoys playing the piano and 
playing with her fashion model 
dolls.

A CARLOAD OF GAs
On Tuesday evenings Maria and 

her mother gather a carload of 
young friends and drive to Iglesia 
Bautista de Calvario (Calvary Bap
tist Church) In Brooklyn. The 
Ebenezer and Calvary women 
jointly sponsor Girls in Action. 
Elena, Maria Isabel Chavez, and 
Joseph Ina Dias are leaders of the 
program.

The Girls in Action ministry is 
touching many lives for Christ. 
Recently a ten-year-old girl came 
to the GA meeting crying. Her 
brother had been killed while in
volved in a gang. The girl’s mother 
Is on drugs. Someone had invited 
the girl to find out about a new 
style of living.

The GA leaders use Aware, the 
English-language leader publica
tion, and the girls read Discovery 
in English. But they speak Spanish 
during their GA sessions. Maria is 
pianist for the GAs. She likes to 
study about missionaries, their 
jobs and needs. Recently Maria 
gave her life to Jesus She hopes 
to be baptized "somewhere" (for 
her church does not have a build
ing or a baptistry) soon.

MEANWHILE DOWN ON 
WALL STREET

Elena is a clerk for Wood. 
Walker and Company, a Wall Street 
stock brokerage house. In this 
position of trust, she handles large 
amounts of securities and money. 
She commutes to and from her job 
by subway.

Even her co-workers at tht 
brokerage house are aware ttws 
something special about Elena 
They save empty rolls from thet 
computer paper for Elena’s GAs to 
use for crafts around Christmas 
time. She witnesses to them about 
her faith In Jesus Christ.

Husband Ivo Is a caseworker far 
the Department of Social Services 
of the City of New York. In his job 
he deals with persons in all MnA 
of need—"gypsies, drug addicts 
alcoholics, people released fror 
mental hospitals.” From his ac
counting background In Cuba, ho 
volunteers financial services to Ns 
church. He Is a deacon, presidsrt 
of the finance committee, andi 
former Sunday School teacher 
Sanchez has preached on a num
ber of occasions.

Ivo and Elena became American 
citizens in 1967. Now he expresses 
a deep concern for his adoptee 
land: "I love this country. I be
lieve New York is a city that needs 
the gospel more than any other 
city in the world. New York is lite 
a jungle of sin. It can be changed 
only with the Lord’s blessing .. 
giving all the people in New York 
the Bible . . . putting Jesus Christ 
in the heart of every New Yorker.’’

LOOKING AHEAD
And what are their plans for the 

future? "We hope we can do some
thing to win others for Jesus." Iw 
has the opportunity to take r 
early retirement in 1978. He and 
Elena read in The Commission 
about the need for volunteers who 
could serve without salary In mis
sions work.

Maria is taking piano and study
ing Spanish so the entire family 
can serve wherever needed.

The Sanchez goal is "to retire 
and serve the Lord wherever he 
sends us." Meanwhile Elena h 
praying, "Lord, show us the next 
step."

"Don’t be afraid, Elena ..." God 
surely has more surprises in store 
for you and yours!

CLYDE ATKINS, 

pastor emeritus, Eutaw Place

Baptist Ctawh, 

Baltimore, Maryland

I met Annie Armstrong on Christ
mas Day. 1929. Knowing that my 
wife was in the hospital after the 
birth of our first child. Miss Arm
strong invited me to have Christmas 
dinner with her. It was a delightful 
occasion, a time to be treasured as 
long as memory lasts. That visit was 
the beginning of a warm friendship 
which lasted for nine years.

She was almost eighty years of 
age. I was twenty-six. 1 sat enthralled 
in the presence of this gracious and 
peat lady. She knew that one week 
later I was to take up my duties as 
assistant pastor of Eutaw Place Bap
tist Church, the church of which she 
was a charter member and a faithful 
member as long as she lived. I felt 
perfectly at home in her presence, 
though 1 stood in awe of the great
ness ot her accomplishments. 1 
sensed that in spite of my youth and 
inexperience I would have her full 
«nd complete cooperation in all that 
I undertook to do for our Lord 
through the ministry of the church.

When dinner was completed. Miss 
Annie turned to me and said. "Your 
place is at the hospital with your 
wife and baby, so I will excuse 
you now. But I have one request 
to make before you leave.” I thought 
perhaps she was going to ask about 
the work of the church, but she 
s*»d. “Will you and Mrs. Atkins 
pve me the privilege of giving the 
carriage for your baby boy?" I was 
thrilled, and Mrs. Atkins was thrilled 
•hen I told her.

Miss Annie had in mind a two- 
wheel Indian papoose-style carriage 
*° that we could pull our son to the 
‘trtetcar and from the streetcar to 
the church (We didn’t have an auto- 
■nobile then.) She had seen Indian 
®other$ bring their children to 
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church this way. Mn. Atkins visited 
many stores but could not find such 
a carriage in Baltimore, so Miss 
Annie approved her purchase of a 
regular four-wheel carriage. Our son, 
Joseph Thomas, rode in the baby 
carriage given by Miss Annie. Not 
only was she interested in him and 
our two daughters, bom in 1933 and 
1938, she was also interested in other 
children. She always had a container 
of hard candy on hand when chil
dren visited her.

Miss Annie was tall, stately, and 
erect even in old age. She wore floor
length dresses, and as she moved 
she gave the impression of royalty.

Until the last three years of her 
life when she was confined to her 
apartment. Miss Annie attended the 
morning and evening worship ser
vices and the Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting. She was active in 
Sunday School—teaching a class of 
elderly women—and in Women’s 
Missionary Society. She was usually 
present in the mothers' meeing which 
she had started in her own church, 
in two other churches, and in a mis
sion. Many mothers received their 
greatest help and inspiration during 
the week from these meetings led by 
Miss Annie. A highlight of each 
year was the free Christmas dinner 
and programfaahich she planned and 
at which she presided.

Even during the three years when 
she was unable to leave her apart
ment, her mind was alert. She kept 
several books and magazines near 
her. Usually they were open and 
she was reading.

I visited Miss Annie quite often, 
at least once a month, when she was 
not able to be present in the ser
vices.

Having known Miss Annie as I 
did, I say that she like Abel "being 
dead yet speaketh" (Heb. 11:4), and 
her message to Woman’s Missionary 
Union and to the Southern Baptist 
Convention is “Go forward in the 
service of the Lord."
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The past end the future ere wrapped op m this peer's 
bicentennial celebration, ond each of us has a piece io 
it. Here ore ideos to help poo celebrate io poor own 
special wop. Adapt the WMU bicentennial logo (opposite 
pope) for note cards, invitations, place cards, and calen
dars. Try the ideas on poor own, or pet topether with 
other Baptist women, sharing the tools and materials, 
for a bicentennial party.

LINOLEUM BLOCK HINTING
Linoleum block printing, one of the simplest forms of 

printing, con easilp be utilised to create invitations and 
cords. Materials poo will need ore tracing paper, two 
small linoleum blocks, catting tools, a brayer (roller), 
red and bine water-base printer's ink, and white paper 
Yow can bop all of these at a crafts store.

Trace the bicentennial logo on a piece of tracing 
paper. Tara the paper over and retrace, backward, the 
red stripes onto one of the linoleum blocks Fut the 
tracing eside. Cot oat ell the white areas on the block. 
Take op poor tracing once more and trace the Hoe 
►gwore, backward, onto the second block Cut away all 
white areas. Yoe are now ready to print.

Sqweexe a small amount of ink onto o ceramic, wash
able surface and roll the brayer through the ink several 
times. Yow will notice it is picking up a lot of ink. If 
you are printing the red ink first, simply roll the brayer 
in the red ink and then on the striped block. When an 
even amount of ink is spread on the block, set aside the 
brayer Place the paper on the block with the design 
centered. Rub the paper with a smooth object (a spoon 
will be fine), then lift and set it aside to dry. Repeat the 
process, printing all the cords with the red ink first

While you are waiting for the prints to drp, wash all 
surfaces, the braper, and the block in running water.

When the red ink is completely dry, roll the blue ink 
onto the blue block and begin printing, being very care
ful to line up the blue and the red blocks.

When poo have finished printing the blue block, again 
wash all surfaces, braper, and Mock.

You now have cards you can use for notes, invitations, 
or place cards. When you ran out of the ones you've 
printed you can reprint pour cards for little or no cost 
and a lot of fun.

FELT BANNER
If you visit the WMU building in Birmingham (see in

side bock cover), on entering the lobby you will see a 
banner hanging above the stain It is the bicentennial

peeling the backing os you go If air bubbles porsbt. 
make a pinhole in each and rub down. Be certain ftat 
all edges are rubbed down.

You may want to buy matching red or blue pope 
plates and/or napkins and use the contact paper scraps 
and pipe cleaners to make flowers for a centerpiece 

Celebrate the Bicentennial 
with WHTU 
Marty Bibaa and Lix Jana* Hick*
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logo mode of felt—jest the thing to nee as on iri^R 
center for a meeting or for an attention getting bdafa 
board. Or, it could bong in the church library.

Here's how to make a bicentennial banner. Motethh 
you need ore H yard white felt, H yard blue felt, HfMf 
red felt, sharp scissors, white glue, cafe curtain red a 
wooden dowel 3B inches long, newspaper and mother hi 
pattern, tope measure or ruler, wire for hanging (if 
necessary), straight pins.

Assemble poor materials. Using the grid shown has, 
enlarge the pattern to 22 bp 36 inches Cut the whin 
felt to 22 by 36 and the blue to 12 bp 17. Cut the al 
felt into three strips 36 bp 3, throe strips 19 bp 3, ad 
one strip 19 by 2.

Cut the pattern apart and pin it to the felt. If pm 
can enlist several people to cut, it won't take long. Yw 
may even want to simplify the people-shapes to make Me 
cutting easier, the effect will bo the some.

When everything is cut out, spread glue on the beck 
of the red and blue felt (being coreful not to let it Mk 
through) and glue down one piece ot a time, begmehq 
with the blue field Let it dry Hot and weighted rik 
books. Cut five 6-by-2-iwch strips from the white Ml 
to form loops; and sew, glue, or staple both ends to At 
top of the banner These will slide over the rod.

If you prefer, instead of hanging the banner, glee a 
staple the felt onto heavy poster board, omitting Ih 
loops and rod.

FLACEMATS
Does your Baptist Women meet for lunch or dinner? 

Consider having a luncheon or dinner meeting wing 
these bicentennial plocemats.

Materials required for six placemats: 2 yardsuMh 
contact paper, 2 yards red contact paper, Vi yard Wet 
contact paper, scissors, newspaper or tracing paper eei 
pencil for pattern, ruler.

Enlarge the pattern to IB by 12 inches. Leaving Ih 
backing on, carefully cut the white contact paper in m 
IB by 12 rectangles. Rubber cement the pattern to M 
bock of the red and blue (be sure to reverse it) ond ad 
out, still with the backing on Loosen one end of M 
backing and press the red and blue pieces down sleri>
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This is a year for remembering. All Inspired by our origins, what

history.
Big scrapbooks with aoMto

across the nation bicentennial cele* 
brations are calling to remembrance 
the people, the events, the accom
plishments that make us proud of 
our American heritage.

Here and there families, too, are 
celebrating. Digging out faded 
photographs, pressed wedding 
flowers, old letters, and obituaries 
yellowed and falling apart with age, 
they are bringing together their 
family history.

Lest we as Baptist women forget, 
let us, too, reflect on our heritage— 
our heritage as American women in 
Christian missions.

What have Baptist women con
tributed to the spread of the gospel 
around the world? What cherished 
memories of our missions-related 
past have we to share with new
comers to our denomination and the 
children of our churches?

challenges do we face?
In your meeting this month you 

may choose to gather around a big 
table and make a scrapbook, putting 
into it mementoes gathered by mem
bers: old Royal Service issues and 
other missions magazines, photo
graphs of GA recognition services 
(which may include girls who have 
gone on to become missionaries), 
keepsakes from banquets and camps 
Of course you will include names, 
photographs, and possibly letters, of 
women who have gone from your 
church as missionaries. You may 
wish to add pictures of women mis
sionaries whose visits to your church 
have made a notable impact on your 
congregation

Be sure to include women of your 
church who have been outstanding 
leaders in missions education and 
outreach. Include, too, WMU

rowed memorabilia are avaiMba 
office supply houses. The scrap 
book might be displayed, pegs b/ 
page, in your church library wish. 
A collection of old Foreign M 
Home Mission Graded Series boob 
added to the display would oi 
forth other choice memories.

Or display your scrapbook in year 
church foyer. A Baptist Womb 
member in centennial dress oarid 
share with those who stop by to 
reminisce.

An opaque projector would Mb 
the presentation of some of yon 
collection possible to a large as- 
dience.

Instead of a scrapbook, you mn 
wish to put together a "living pktont 
book," with women in period cos
tume stepping from its pages. Yes 
may choose to use your IM*
Women meeting as a time for pit
pan ng the presentation for a spacial 
occasion when the entire chare* 
family can be present

Still another possibility is to 
choose to spend the meeting tune ■ 
reminiscing about American womb 
who have made missions history « 
home and foreign fields and in year 
state and local church as well. Than 
memories will go with you and. 
as you have opportunities, you ei 
want to share them with family 
neighbors, Sunday School ciaMk 
and the children of your church.

Some members may want to wen 
penod costumes to the meeting 
Someone will surely appear m ttncf 
hat and beads such as WMU-an 
wore to annual meetings in yean 
gone by

You may have members who 
would enjoy nothing more than 

planning and preparing the kind of 
refreshments your great-grand
mother might have served at her 
“mite society" meeting.

The session need not be a "pro
duction " But whatever form it 
takes, be creative and have fun.

Make it « time for remembering, 
with appreciation, how women in 
their varying roles have contributed 
to the history of modem missions; 
and a time for contemplating the 
future and the potential of today's 
woman in God's plan for getting 
the message out to all the world.

As study chairman, make it your 
personal aim that each woman will 
go away saying with the Psalmist, 
‘The lines are fallen unto me in 
pleasant places, yea, I have a goodly 
heritage" (Psalm 16:6).

Roles American women have as
sumed in modem missions history 
are suggested in the following topics:

"Missionary's Mother" 
"Missionary Mrs.” 
"Missionary Miss" 
"Missionary-at-Home."

Mother
The mother of a young medical 

missionary to China, maybe more 
than any other woman, was respon- 
uble for the beginnings of Woman's 
Missionary Union.

The date was 1855, just ten years 
after the organization of the South
ern Baptist Convention. The mis
sionary was Rosewell Graves, 
twenty-two-year-old son of a Balti
more physician. His destination was 
China

Young Dr Graves was fortunate 
m leaving behind a caring, praying 
mother In those watebed-for letters 
from faraway China he begged his 
mother. Pray for me and for the 
Chinese people Get other women 
to pray with you Remember “where 
fwo or three are gathered ...” 
He wrote also of the need to finance 
Chinese "Bible women" to work 
■mong women and girls

Ann Graves took her son's re
quest seriously. No longer was she 
m • position to prepare his favorite 
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foods, to warn him to "slow down, 
son, take care of yourself." But she 
could support, and support is really 
another word for love

Sharing his letters—how he was 
using his medical skills to enter the 
lives of Chinese who had never 
heard the name of Jesus Christ, and 
of the needs he saw wherever he 
looked—Mrs. Graves found intense 
interest on the part of other Chris
tian women. And so a Female Mis
sionary Prayer Meeting was begun. 
Yes, there were men who looked 
askance at women organizing them
selves even for the purpose of 
prayer But one pastor went on 
record as saying, “I have never 
known any harm to come from a 
group of people meeting together 
for prayer, not even a group of 
women!"

Some would say God surely led 
in the selection of the site for the 
Southern Baptist Convention of 
1868. Baltimore was chosen, and 
that’s where Ann Graves and her 
praying friends lived. Their missions 
organization was now more than 
thirteen years old.

Hearing of plans for the conven
tion, they came up with an inspired 
idea: why not ask all the women at
tending the Convention with their 
husbands to meet with than? This 
would be an ideal way of spreading 
word of the needs in China, and 
many would go home and get other 
women to organize for prayer.

This conference of women in 
1868— 108 yean ago—is considered 
the fint general meeting of Southern 
Baptist women in the interest of mis
sions. And a missionary's mother 
was largely responsible.

Mothen of the missionaries have 
a special “heart” for missions. Ann 
Graves was an organizer and put 
her talent to work, creating a net
work ol women organized to sup
port missions efforts.

A living picture of those words 
in "O Zion, Haste," she gave ha 
son “to bear the message glorious," 
gave of her wealth "to speed (him) 

on (his) way," and poured out (ha) 
“soul for (him) in pray’r victorious

There will always be a place in 
God's plan for missions-minded 
mothers. How right William J. Fallis 
was when he wrote: “However 
grand may be our plans, however 
generous may be our gifts, however 
broad may be our knowledge, we 
cannot evangelize the world without 
missionaries. Great plans for mis
sions advancement must include 
missionary enlistment. Tithes and 
offerings must be matched with the 
gifts of our sons and daughters. 
Along with mission study must go 
the acceptance of the opportunity 
to rear missionaries in one's own 
family."

Missionary Mrs.
In 1812 our young and rising 

nation was at war with Great Britain, 
a naval war over trade rights

But while the nation's statesmen 
were struggling with serious political 
problems, other citizens with a wait
ing world on their hearts were mov
ing out across the oceans with a 
message to give away

As Ann Hasseltme whispered the^— 
last "I do" in the ceremony uniting^! 
her in holy matrimony to Adoniram^H 

Judson, she did not anticipate a 
luxury honeymoon as some brides 
do. Rather, added to the usual 
mixed emotions most brides experi
ence was the knowledge that the 
very next day she would be depart
ing on a long journey by boat for the 
country of Burma, "on business for 
our King."

You know the story , how on the 
arduous four-month voyage she and 
her husband gave themselves to the 
study of the Scriptures and became 
convinced they were really Baptists, 
rather than Congregationalists in . 
their beliefs.

This missionary woman pioneered ' 
as one of the first two Baptist repre
sentatives from the United States to 
a foreign land.
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As is so often tree of those who 
make history, it was at great per
sonal sacrifice and deprivation. Ann 
knew illness, imprisonment, suffer
ing at first hand. Their first child, 
the first baby born of white parents 
in Burma, arrived with only its 
father in attendance at the birth. 
The precious little one lived only a 
brief eight months.

Ann herself died at thirty-six of 
an unconquerable fever. Burmese 
converts to Christianity wept as she 
was laid to rest beneath a hopia 
(hope) tree in Burma.

Ann Judson’s willingness to suffer 
for the cause of Christ; her intelli
gence, common sense, and patience; 
and her commitment have charac
terized thousands of wives who have 
been partners with their busbands in 
Baptist outreach.
' The early missionary women were 
highly honored among their con
temporaries. They were .not offi
cially appointed. They just went 
with their men. But they found op
portunities for service which only a 
woman could fulfil—places where 
only a woman could go, and persons 
to whom only a woman could ap
propriately minister.

They believed there is no end to 
the amount of good that can be done 
in the world if nobody cares who 
gets the credit!

Today missionary wives serve 
alongside their husbands, often hold
ing important offices in connection 
with their missions work. Many are 
highly trained and have left respon
sible church-related and secular 
positions to become missionaries.

Like married women in other 
walks of life, they manage their 
homes well and still find time to 
fulfil a variety of roles besides that 
of mothering and homemaking.

One of the first missionaries, Eliza 
Sexton Shuck, held church services 
for women and girls and established 
a school for girls in China. Her 
letters to Baptists back home re
questing “a young, single lady to 

cany on this work,” may have 
prompted the appointment of the 
first Baptist single woman mission
ary. “The time of a married lady is 
so uncertain and so much bur
dened,” she wrote.

So in 1849 Harriet Baker was ap
pointed, apparently at Mrs. Shuck's 
request, to open ah experimental 
school for girls in China. Because 
Miss Baker became ill and soon 
had to return to the States, the ex
periment failed- This slowed the 
movement to send single women as 
missionaries abroad, and nearly 
twenty-five years went by before an
other single woman was appointed.

History tells us that “unattached 
young women” continued to have a 
strong interest in missions careers, 
even during these years; and the 
Foreign Mission Board changed its 
policy in the early 1870s (scarcely 
more than one hundred years ago) 
and appointed two single women— 
Lula Whilden and Edmonia Moon. 
It was this Miss Moon who per
suaded her sister Lottie to join her, 
and so Lottie Moon was appointed 
in 1873.

We’ve come a long way the past 
hundred years. Then, the woman 
missionary worked with women and 
children, as unobtrusively as pos
sible. Today she may be a physician, 
teacher, editor, social worker, asso
ciations! missions director, or church 
extension specialist, among other 
things.

Rebekah Naylor, pert thirty-year- 
old, is a prime example of today's 
woman making missions history. A 
surgeon, and the first woman ever 
to complete her residency in surgery 
at Dallas’s Parkland Hospital, she 
serves in India. Her overseas mis
sions career began as a result of a 
call felt when she was a thirteen- 
year-old GA.

“For me the call to India is a 
great opportunity,” she says. “India 
is open for witness. We (MDs) have 
added responsibility since we are the 
only ones who can enter (India) 
right now.”

Rebekah works In the new rife 
bed hospital built by Southern 
tists in Bangalore. She serves eft 
other Americans as well as iMfa 
medical personnel.

As American women move fca 
jobs long classified “for men fe; 
the young women of our chunks 
will surely be putting more and non 
of their capabilities to work for God 
as career missionaries.

MMeaary-et-Heme
“The Lord has to keep sow of 

us at home!” Or so behaves Edwin 
Robinson, who served as a “mission 
motivator” of women and youth is 
Mississippi for nearly thirty-right 
years. Retired now, she is still od 
the go, spending a number of wuto 
each year working as acting eu» 
tive secretary of the New York 
Woman's Missionary Union.

Miss Ed, as she is best knows, 
says, “I'm not sure I could haw 
learned to talk to people in other lan
guages. No, I have never had nr 
feeling I should have been a an- 
sionary. I have often wondered if 
I had come in contact with misswn- 
aries when I was very young, V it 
might have been that I would how 
had such a feeling. But the Lord hw 
to keep some of us at home,” she 
adds in all seriousness.

It is impossible to measure fee 
ripple of influence generated by the 
leadership of this one woman who 
has given her life to the cause st 
missions.

“Scarcely a country in the wadi 
where Baptist breath is drawn hB 
escaped her impress. How am 
retire the reverberating energy Mb 
Ed has set into motion all over Bl 
world?” wrote Ewilda Fancher b 
her biography.

Not all women whom the Ltd 
keeps at home are as well-known ■ 
Mississippi’s Miss Ed, nor has thui 
influence been so obvious. B 
churches large and small all acre® 
the nation, women whose names !•* 
main unknown except in their bom* 
towns have assumed their persoad 

responsibility in carrying out the 
Great Commission.-Chey, too, have 
made missions history.

Albert McClellan tells of one such 
woman- “I’ve always been a Sun
beam," he says. “Our Sunbeam 
Band was led by a beautiful woman, 
Mrs W. E. Benson. She kept all 
of her things in a big bureau, we 
would call it, over next to the inside 
basement wall.

“The magic that came out of that 
cabinet was unending—pictures, 
crayons, patterns, everything imagin
able for children to work with. Al
ways she had an intriguing mission 
story; and often she brought into our 
meeting a missionary. It was there 
that I first met Blanche Groves, that 
beautiful missionary to China who 
has remained one of my ideals for 
all the years gone by."

That little Sunbeam grew up to 
become an influential leader in our 
denomination. Dr. McClellan, now 
associate executive secretary and 
director of program planning for the 
executive committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, has authored 
more than five hundred articles con
cerning denominational life and ten 

books—remember Look, Look, the 
Citiet and The Wett It

Not only have American women 
invested their sons, their lives, their 
time, and their influence in carrying 
out the Great Commission, they 
have invested their money as well.

Again, we have come a long way 
from the Female Cent Societies to 
which women brought their egg 
money. We’ve come a long way 
from the times of South Carolina’s 
Hephzibah Townsend, the pious, 
wealthy woman who caught a vision 
of the need but was thwarted in her 
desire to give financial support to 
missions. In those days the husband 
controlled the wealth of the family. 
Mrs. Townsend had a large inheri
tance from her mother, but her hus
band refused to consent to its use 
for missions.

Her only recourse was to earn 
money specifically for missions, so 
she had a large oven built and made 
bakery goods to sell to leading 
Charleston families.

Women from nearby plantations 
were inspired by her example; and, 
under Mrs. Townsend’s leadership, 
they banded together in the first

Female Mite Society in the South 
from which missions gifts are re-

Yes, we’ve come a long way from 
that $122.50 these women donated 
for work among the Catawba In
dians. The modem Baptist woman 
pulls out her checkbook and writes 
sizeable checks for missions, and 
our offerings have climbed into the 
millions!

Not only do women give, but they 
have motivated men to give. Take 
Beth Cooper, for example, the wife 
of Owen Cooper, past president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
When asked how his wife had helped 
him in fulfilling his role as deacon, 
Mr. Cooper mentioned the fact that 
she had led him to tithe, “certainly 
a worthy goal for every deacon."

He added, "She has encouraged 
me to greater missions involve
ment.”

Never underestimate the influence 
of a woman! Owen Cooper’s name 
will go down in missions history as 
an outstanding leader in the world
wide lay missions movement. He is 
chairman of the missions committee 
in a church which has assisted in
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establishing twenty-five missions and 
churches in the US and abroad. As 
member and chairman of the Mis
sissippi Pioneer Missions Commit
tee, he has played a vital role in the 
growth of Southern Baptist work in 
the West, particularly Montana.

The West Coast Laymen's Cru
sade, the Crusade of the Americas, 
the First World Conference of Bap
tist Men held in Hong Kong, the Pan 
American Union of Baptist Men— 
all bear the imprint of Owen 
Cooper's strong influence.

Vitally interested in world relief, 
he has been a prime mover in “Agri
missions,” tying into Foreign Mis
sion Board efforts with American 
planters' agricultural know-how and 
equipment to aid nations in feeding 
■’ eir starving multitudes.

Beth Cooper would be the last to 
ke credit, but Owen Ctoper be

lieves in giving credit where it is due, 
and he salutes his wife for her in
fluence and encouragement in his 
many involvements for the cause of 
Christ.

There are thousands of similar 
stories behind men who have be
come vitally interested in world mis
sions. Indeed, the millions gathered

in the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer
ing and the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering, not to mention gifts 
through the Cooperative Program, 
would be sizeably reduced if South
ern Baptist men did not participate.

The main thing is to get the job 
done. It doesn’t matter who gets 
the credit.

And So—Tomorrow!

As you complete your scrapbook 
of missions memories, remember 
that “the best of a book is not the 
thought which it contains, but the 
thought which it suggests.”

Does there continue to be a need 
for women in roles similar to those 
filled by the women whose contribu
tions have made missions history?

What qualities have these women 
brought to the missions task?

With the current emphasis on 
woman's potential, will new roles 
develop?

As you complete your scrapbook 
of missions memories, be sure to 
leave some blank pages at the close 
for the history yet to be written as 
Southern Baptist women move for
ward into the future.

Cai to Prayer
Quoting Thomas Jefferson, Atas 

Hunt wrote during those histoy 
making yean when she 
executive secretary of Woaiaa’i 
Missionary Union. SBC: “I like fa 
dream of the future better than ta 
history of the past.”

Pray that missionaries listed h 
Call to Prayer today (see pp. 42-41) 
will dream new dreams of their to 
ture in missions as they turn owr i 
page of their lives to begin a baste 
new year.

ANOTHER WAY TO DO IT
Study History of Woman's Ata 

sionary Union* by Alma Heit 
Follow study suggestions in ta 
Teaching Guide* • and use the tee 
picture sheets—Sheet, History d 
Woman's Missionary Union** ate 
Supplementary sheet. History d 
Woman’s Missionary Union.••

PREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYER
Using the information from Pie

view on page 31, begin to beta 
anticipation in members for tte 
Week of Prayer for Home Missioat. 
March 7-14.

•Available through Baptist Book SMe. 
Price: $1.95 paper; $3.25 doth 
••See order form, page 48

Church to “open the window and tot 
in a little fresh air.” This gathering 
was called the Second Vatican Coun
cil. Our study considers how some 
of the developments since Vatican 
Council II influence the religious life 
of Catholics.

St. Peter's is halfway around the 
world from the Catholic cathedral 
in your city or chapel in your town. 
Nevertheless, the decisions issued 
from Rome affect the Catholics in 
your community. This study should 
help us be more understanding of 
our Catholic neighbors.

BEFORE THE MEETING, 
DO THIS

1. Secure slides of St. Peter’s 
Basilica from friends who have 
toured Rome.

2. Encourage each member to 
study the material under “Before 
and After Vatican Council IF in 
order to participate in a discussion.

3. Investigate the possibility of a 
joint study session with a Parish 
Guild or Altar Society in your com
munity. Or, invite one Catholic 
friend to summarize the information 
in the study material.

4. Write the words "Before” and 
"After” at the top of a poster board.

ite “We’re Glad You’re Dm" HI
Contempo—for young women, ages 18-29

How many young women have joined your churct 
in the last three months? In the last year? What 
have you done to make them feel part of “the family"? 
Give each new young woman church member a gW 
subscription to Contempo ($3.00 a year). The weak 
after she joins your church, go see her, tell her about 
the magazine that will be coming to her home, Irwta 
her and her children to participate in the WMU or
ganizations. And the magazine, when it arrives ead> 
month, will remind her that you’re there, that you 
care.

tnxn WMU’ 600 North 20th Strat, Birmingham. M 
35203. Write clearly name and address of person to whsr 
subscription will go Indicate that your order is a gift (Incb* 
your name as giver). An attractive card announcing yourpk 
yb* railed from WMU. Payment must accompany orw 
Subscriptions accepted for one year only. Alabama ete 
scribon add necessary sales tax____________________

St. Peter's Basilica, the spiritual 
home on earth for Roman Catholi
cism, must be experienced to be 
appreciated. The Basilica is more 
than a dome-crowned, cross-shaped 
building representing the architec
toral and artistic genius of Michel
angelo, Raphael, and Bernini. It is 
a visual history of Roman Catholi-
cum

To an uninformed Baptist, the 
symbolism of the building, shrouded 
in mystery, borders on superstition. 
A bronze statue of Peter dominates 
• section of the nave. Indelibly 
etched in my memory is a line of 
quietly weeping pilgrims waiting to 
kiss the statue's foot.

The magnificent pomp of St. 
Peter's has been reproduced to a 
!«ser degree in cathedrals all over 
tbe world. Occasional glimpses
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through the doors have revealed 
rituals as splendid as the structures. 
Consequently, myths and miscon
ceptions about Catholic beliefs have 
circulated among non-Catholics.

The Catholic faith is founded on 
Jesus' response to Peter’s confession 
of faith: "Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church”
(Man. 16:18) Catholics believe that 
Peter became the first bishop of the 
Roman Church. He passed his au
thority to his successors. From this 
beginning developed a complicated 
hierarchy of popes, bishops, and 
priests.

Not far from Peter's vault, in a 
subterranean grotto of the Vaticaq, 
is the tomb of Pope John XXIH 
Pope John felt that Catholics needed 
a revival. In September 1962 he 
called together representatives of the

IN THE MEETING, DO THIS I
1. Create an atmosphere for this’ 

study by giving five minutes or less 
to the slide presentation.

2. Enter into the prayer experi
ence (see "Prayertime," below) for 
an unprejudiced study.

3. Using ideas from the introduc
tion, explain the purpose of the 
study.

4. Call on group members to help 
you list on the poster changes in 
Catholicism since Vatican Council 
II.

5. From the follow-through sug
gestions decide how your group can 
encourage Baptist-Catholic dialogue.

6. Preview the Week of Prayer 
for Home Missions. Using the in
formation from Preview on page 31, 
begin to build anticipation in mem
bers for the Week of Prayer for 
Home Missions, March 7-14.

21



PRAYERTIME
Baptists and Catholics have 

viewed each other through preju
diced eyes. The majority of Baptists 
define a Catholic as M a person who 
cannot.” He cannot miss Mass, get 
a divorce, practice birth control. If 
this is your attitude, ask the Lord to 
open your mind to the facts.

Catholics, in general, see Baptists 
as great givers, but anti-intellectual 
and anti-ecumenical, hypocritical on 
the alcohol issue, and unconcerned 
about race and poverty. If you have 
sensed an “anti” attitude from Cath
olic acquaintances, spend a few mo
ments in self-evaluation. Ask the 
Lord to make you a better example 
of his love.

l Many Southern Baptist mission- 
' arics live in predominantly Catholic 

areas. In Africa Catholic and Bap
tist missionaries alike are .adjusting 
to some of the same changes in mis
sions approach. Pray that the mis
sionaries will present Christ, and not 
factions. Catholics in Latin America 
“stress religious liberty free from 
politics and economics.” Pray for 
this attitude to prevail so that our 
missionaries can openly preach the 
gospel.

BEFORE AND AFTER 
VATICAN COUNCIL H

An ecumenical council may be 
called by a pope to discuss the state 
of the Catholic Church. Twenty-one 
councils have convened since 325 
a.d. One of the most significant was 
the Council of Trent (twenty-five 
sessions between 1545 and 1563). 
The conclusions reached about the
ology, sacraments, discipline, and 
the adoption of the Latin Bible 
served the church for the next 400 
years.

Vatican Council I met in 1870. 
The main decree of this Council 
concerned papal infallibility. Papal 
infallibility does not mean the pope 
is incapable of sin or error. It does 
mean that “the pope, as the suc
cessor to Christ, cannot teach falsely 
when, in a most sacred and solemn 
manner, he enunciates a truth to the
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entire church concerning Christian 
faith and morality.” Since 1870 the 
pope has exercised his authority in
fallibly only once: in 1950 Pope Pius 
XII decreed the dogma of the bodily 
assumption of the Virgin Mary into 
heaven.

Ninety-two years after Vatican I, 
Pope John opened the first session 
of Vatican Council II with 2,860 
bishops attending. Whereas earlier 
councils were called in times of crisis 
to denounce heretics, or to refine 
doctrine, Pope John’s theme was a 
“new Pentecost.” He challenged the 
bishops to allow the Holy Spirit to 
renew their ancient institutions and 
to discover love for people of all 
religions or no religion.

The Council announced sixteen 
documents, none of which changed 
the dogma* of the church. Some of 
these unchanging dogmas are truths 
Catholics and Baptists hold in com
mon: God as a Person. Creator, Re
deemer. and Judge, expressing 
himself in the Trinity; Jesus, our 
Saviour; the present reign and final 
coming of Christ; the inspiration of 
the Scriptures; the sinful state of 
man1; and the sacredness of marriage

The changes brought about by 
Vatican Council II took place in 
doctrine: what the church ought to 
be and do. We will examine seven 
of the sixteen documents.

THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE CHURCH

To the Catholic this was the most 
significant section. Before Vatican 
Council II, the Roman Church was 
identified with the kingdom of God 
itself; this inability to recognize the 
validity of other churches was called 
triumphalism. Vatican Council II 
rejected triumphalism, and now the 
Roman Church seeks to be a servant 
church defined in Biblical terms (1 
Peter 1:23; 2:9-10; John 3:5-6). 
The “common priesthood of be
lievers” elevates the laity more 
nearly alongside church officials 
Each Christian receives the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit and each has a call
ing to service. A new concept of 

corespouribOity b modtfyteg fa 
absolute power of the Roman 8b 
and the Curia (admiabtrafcate fa 
Vatican). Thb implies that fa 
bishops win share more of the ai 
thority in church government. Afa 
the bishops should “regard fa 
priests as sons and friends.” Abatfy 
many bishops have mrnaragfa fa 
priests in their dioceses io bm 
senates to serve as a sounding bosnl 
for concerns.

THE CONSTITUTION
ON THE SACRED LITURGY

Lirurgy refers to a form of war
ship. The Mass is the Cadhfr 
worship service. Before Vaticm 
Council II: The Mass was unifam 
same language, same rituab, seat 
effect. The priest “said Mam** h 
Latin at the rear altar while the wor
shipers remained silent. There wu 
little Scripture reading or preadKag

Now Catholics are admonished to 
make their attitudes match Rs 
words. The priests are required to 
teach the congregation not only to 
observe the worship, but also to 
understand the meaning. Tb 
changes simplify the Mass and em
phasize active participation of tb 
people. A layman now reads is 
English from The New America 
Bible, a modern translation by 
American Catholic scholars. Thisi 
a significant step. Since the prwst 
listens to the Scriptures with fa 
people, he becomes a “hearer sod 
a doer of the word" as well m s 
“herald of the word." If a Cathsfc 
attends Mass daily for three yem. 
he will hear the entire New Tests- 
ment. Psalms, most of the propk» 
and much of the Old Testament 
Preaching now is an essential taskd 
the priest. The altar has been pushed 
to the front and the priests face tb 
people. Gospel songs, hymns, asd 
guitar music complement the choir 
and organ music.

To a Catholic, the Euchariit

•Dogma is revealed truth defined 
cially by the pope or a council wW* 
must be believed by the faithful 
pain of loss of salvation.

(Lord’s Supper) bdfra heart of hb 
religion. A few changes have taken 
place in the celebration. One inno
vation is the exchange of the “sign 
of peace.” After the words, “This is 
my body . . . This is my Blood” and 
the communion, the priest says, 
“Let us offer each other the sign of 
peace." He shakes hands with the 
by reader and the people greet each 
other with, “May the peace of Christ 
be with you.” This restores a close
ness of the community of worshipers.

Some other rules about com
munion have been opened up. cer
tain by persons, including women, 
may distribute the bread to large 
numbers at Mass. The time of fast
ing before Mass has been reduced to 
an hour (with no limitation for the 
sick and the aged).

Catholics believe that by conse
cration at Holy Mass, the bread and 
wine become the body and blood 
of Christ. The emphasis of the New 
Catechism, however, stresses that 
Christ, who is still present in the 
Eucharist, is also present in the 
Word and the Holy Spirit.

• 1
Adrianne Bonham« I
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Adjustments have abo been made 
in the other sacraments—baptism, 
penance, marriage. Catholics be
lieve that baptism removes original 
sin and is necessary to salvation. It 
is now being linked more closely 
with personal faith.

The sacrament of penance con
sists of repentance for sin, confes
sion to a priest, and absolution of 
sin At confession a Catholic must 
list the kind and number of his sins 
to a priest. He must differentiate 
between mortal sins and venial sins. 
Mortal sins like getting seriously 
drunk, missing Mass without a good 
reason, stealing something expen
sive, cause a person to lose grace. 
Venial sins are less serious but can 
lead to mortal sins. These include 
lies which harm no one. stealing 
something cheap, and gossip Now 
there is more concern about sins 
which art “violations of justice and 
love.” In the past confession was 
made in a confessional box; some 
priests now are trying “conversa
tional confession" in which the two 
sit facing each other.

Marriage abo b a sacrament for 
Catholics. Previously, in mixed mar
riages, the non-Catholic party signed 
a pledge to rear all children as 
Catholics and not to interfere with 
the spouse’s religion. The ceremony 
took place in the Catholic Church. 
As a result of Vatican Council II, 
Catholics have relaxed requirements 
for interfaith marriages. With proper 
dispensation by the local bishop, the 
ceremony can take place in the 
Protestant church. Now only the 
Catholic party makes a premarital 
pledge to baptize and rear children 
as Catholics. The non-Catholic b 
asked to give evidence of the date 
and place of his or her baptism

nil CONSTITUTION
ON DIVINE REVELATION

Catholics have always accepted 
the Scriptures sis God’s Word. After 
the Protestant Reformation, how
ever, the Church developed a cau
tious attitude about interpreting the 
Bible. Many people would not read 
the Bible privately because private 
interpretation was considered a

How do you create a setting in 
which witness is natural? One way 
is to have a Bible study/ discussion. 
Leading CoH— Dialogue is a 
guide for just such a study. It uses 
the Gospel of Mark as a field for 
discussion of personal beliefs and 
application of Christian truths to 
daily life.

Make the leap. Order a copy 
today. 30 cents. See WMU order 
form, page 48.
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Protestant belief. The Council 
rhengrri this, atremu« the impor
tance of the Bible in the church and 
individual life. Emphaeta to on per
sonal and devotional study of the 
Bible. Three-day retreats for indi
viduals or groups provide intensive 
Bible study.

THE DECREE ON ECUMENISM
For centuries a spirit of divisive

ness existed between Catholic* and 
non-Catholics. Protestants were 
called heretics, meaning “pickers 
and choosers of the Christian truth." 
Pope John XXIII replaced “here
tics" with “separated brethren."

The new decree honored Pope 
John's attitude and did not mention 
"heretic.” It also recognized that 
Protestant churches are Christian, 
^stholks may join non-Catholics in

In other ways also the spirit of 
distrust is breaking down: "Catholic 

| Please tell us Please tell us Please tell us Please I 
j how you react to this month’s plans for Baptist Women 
I meeting (pp. 18-22) or current missions group (pp.
I 23-27). Mainly, tell us how you feel about the format, 
! or arrangement, of materials: are the helps in easy-to- 
I follow order?

Help us by completing the questionnaire below and 
j mailing your response to Laurella Owens, 600 North 

I 20th Street, Birmingham, AL 35203.
1. Read each of the following paragraphs Check

I EACH ONE that expresses your feelings.
I a. Although I was a bit startled at first I kept read-
• ing until I got the whole picture; and we planned a
I good meeting using the suggestions 

b. What’s the point in changing? I like the way 
j things were.

i c. I’m just not used to a different arrangement of

in placement of study procedures and content, as long } 

as the sections are clearly marked and the helps are | 
easy to follow. _______

g. If you’re going to change the placement of pro- |
cedurcs and content, OK. Just stick with one way of I 
doing it. Too much variation confuses. _______

h. None of my exact feelings are expressed here, to t
I am attaching a sheet of paper describing my reactions I 
and advice. _______

2. Please give us this information about yourself. | 
Are you (check one):

mission study chairman in your Baptist Women ’ 

organization
current missions group leader
other officer
member_______

ing than it would have if all the planning helps had been 
at the end like they always are----------

d. As far as I’m concerned, I’d like to see the plan
ning helps at the beginning—clearly marked, and the 
content material next—also clearly marked. 

e. I didn’t read all the material early enough. If we
planned ahead as we should, this format would be 
fine._______

Indicate the approximate membership of your church: • 
under 100__ ; between 100-300_____ ; between j

300-500_____; 500-1,000_____ ; over 1,000.------ - I
What is the membership of your Baptist Women | 

organization (approximate if you do not know | 
exactly)?-------------------; or group---------------------- •

(no. members) (no. members) t
Thanks for your help in improving mission study j 

materials.

universities hire noo-Catholk pro
lemon and coordinale courses with 
nearby Protestant seminaries. Inter
denominational groups work to
gether to relieve social needs in the 
cities. Catholics and Baptists wort 
together in CORA (Commission on 
Religion in Appalachia Inc ).

THE DECLARATION
ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Even though the Roman Catholic 
Church still claims to be the only 
true faith, this section endorsed re
ligious freedom for all people.

THE DECREE ON THE 
APPROPRIATE RENEWAL 
OF THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

Nuns, covered by black serge, 
used to live in secluded convents 
Most of them taught in schools or 
served in hospitals. Their modem 
dress is similar to that of other 
professional women. Teachers, liv

ing in apartments near their scha^ 
demonstrate concern for the 
borhoods. Nuns serve as sm 
workers and supervisors in stats Uti 
city welfare programs. TheyparUti- 
pate in slum projects. Many cs» 
munities of nuns are emphatitiq 
the development of the indiviAM. 
This experimentation and cheap 
exemplifies the spirit of Vstica 
Council II.

THE DECREE ON THE 
APOSTOLATE OF THE LAITY

In times past, the function of bj 
people in the Catholic Church wn 
to support the church’s hierarchy 
and obey their authority. As a nutil 
of the Vatican Council II, the lehy 
may participate in the life and am- 
sion of the Church. The deem 
spoke of the “priesthood of At 
laity.” Lay people have caught At 
vision of building bridges betwea 
God and humanity in offices, homu,

ROYAL SERVICE Staff 

oa beaches, and iiyecreation cen
ters. Lay people now share to some 
extent in the policies and decisions 
of the Church. Married men, or
dained as deacons, perform all 
priestly functions except presiding 
over the Eucharist, anointing the 
rick, and forgiving sins.

CALL FOR ENCOUNTER
A new openness came with the 

vast, sweeping changes in the Cath
olic Church Many Catholics look 
forward to conversations with Bap
tists about our differing beliefs.

What should be our attitude to
ward one who "is not a prospect" 
for our church? Fray for guidance 
as you choose from the following 
suggestions. In all of these encoun
ters. remember that kindness and 
clarity are better witnesses than 
argument or condemnation.

1. Plan a Good Neighbor Day. 
Invite a local priest and his parish 
to participate in a typical evening 
worship service of your church. If 
possible, schedule a baptismal ser
vice.

Sydney Portis, WMU dteoder, 
Colorado Baptist General Com 
vention, Solts about TIME: 
Training is the hub of the wheel 
of missions education. Without 
training the wheel will not func
tion properly and missions educa
tion will not be accomplished

TIME (Training in Missions 
Education) provides Woman’s 
Missionary Union a wonderful 
opportunity to zero in on this 
important and vital aspect of mis
sions involvement. In Colorado, 
through the TIME emphasis, we 
are attempting to strengthen, 
build, and grow WMU organiza
tions in local churches.

My home is in Denver. My 
favorite leisure activities include 
stamp collecting, traveling, and 
learning about the many wild

2. Conduct a Catholic-Baptist 
town meeting. Without trying to re
solve issues, lay people and ministers 
share their beliefs and practice*

3. Attend a regional or state 
leadership conference. Your state 
Baptist convention’s department of 
interfaith witness will share infor
mation about there meetings.

4. Plan a day-long or weekend 
retreat for Baptist and Catholic 
couples to study the Scriptures.

Use the following passages in wit
nessing to Roman Catholics: John 
14:6; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:8-18; 
Titus 3:5; 2 Corinthians 2:16; 1 
John 1:9; Luke 19:10; Acts 13:39, 
Mark 1:14-15; Hebrews 7:25; 2 
Timothy 2:1-7; 2 Corinthians 5:11.

5. Invite Catholic neighbors to a 
home Bible study. Use the study 
guide, Interlaith Prayer and Bible 
Study, free from the Home Mission 
Board (1350Spring St. NW. Atlanta, 
GA 30309). Or use The Imitation 
of Christ by Thomas k Kernpis 
$2.95, available through Baptist 
Book Stores

6. Invite Catholics to musk pre
sentations at your church, mission

flowers which grow in abundance 
here in Colorado. There activities 
are enhanced as I travel over 
Colorado in my work and as mis
sionaries I have come to know 
bring the world to me.

Clesma (Mrs. Ray) Stepbena, Bap- 
tire Women dbveter, Cslsraii
WMU, soya:
I feel that my first responsibility 

action or Christian social ministries 
conferences, literacy and recreation 
workshops.

The suggested activities require 
the cooperation of many people. In 
the meantime, how can one woman 
initiate a friendly conversation with 
a Catholic acquaintance? First, oom- 
mit your graciousness to the Lord. 
Second, knock on the door of your 
Catholic neighbor and explain your 
interest in her religion. Ask how she 
feels about the recent changes in her 
Church, what changes she has no
ticed in the Mass, in communion, 
■nd in the involvement of lay per
sons. Her answers may reveal a 
need to know Christ as Saviour. 
Using the Scriptures listed under 4 
above, share your testimony. Or, 
your visit may introduce you to a 
new Christian friend who chooses to 
follow Christ in a different style of 
service.

Warrta’s ForrtcaipT: I am in
debted to Mary Dombroski for some 
of the information and much of the 
incentive for this study. Mary is a 
serene, sensitive Christian. Mary is 
a Cathoik and she is my friend.

as Baptist Women director is to 
create enthusiasm and excitement 
in the work of Baptist Women. 
No one can be effectively trained 
unless she believes in the tasks for 
winch she is being trained. At 
the same time, there’s no way to 
keep her from taking advantage 
of all the training she can get if 
she is totally sold Training is 
vital! God’s business is the most 
important in the world and we 
must do it as effectively as pos
sible.

I’m involved in all aspects of 
the small church which my hus
band pastors. He also works for 
the government in the alcohol and 
drug abuse program. We live on 
a one-acre “ranch” and have 
horses, chickens, dogs, cats, and 
a big garden every year.
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choice.
la narrower focus, predestinate

Has God decreed that some will be 
eternally saved and that others will 
be eternally damned? This is one 
view of what is meant by “predesti
nation.”

Or will God finally bring all hu
manity to himself? This is the view 
known as “universalism.”

Predestination and universalism 
are difficult to harmonize with Chris
tian missions. Yet some serious in
terpreters see these concepts in 
Romans 8-11 which we will examine 
in this study session.

A Many-Faceted Word:

Does the Bible teach predestina
tion? Yes. Forms of the word are 
in the Bible, including Romans 8:29- 
30. However, it has various interpre
tations.

Some take predestination to mean 
the entire course of life is set before 
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a person is bom and the events of 
life are inevitable. We move on a 
predetermined course, experience 
what has been planned for us. and 
die at the appointed time.

People who see predestination in 
this way may argue, for example, 
that there is no need to protect 
yourself from lightning because “if 
it's your time to go. there's nothing 
you can do to stop it. If it’s not your 
time, the lightning can’t harm you.”

Such a view is not Christian pre
destination but secular fatalism 
British playwright Tom Stoppard 
has summed up this view as his two 
central characters compare life to 
an ocean voyage: “We can move 
. . . change directions, rattle about, 
but our movement is contained with
in a larger one that carries us along 
as inexorably as the wind and the 
current.”

Some see God determining bete 
the world began that certain prni 
would go to heaven and others to 
ML

Predestination in Romans 8 m 
be seen in the context of God’s low. 
“In everything God works for good 
with those who love him, who sr 
called according to his purpose” 
(v. 28 RSV). God can work in every
thing for the good because he knows 
all about us. This does not mess 
everything that happens to Chris
tians is good or is for the best 
But God can work for good in every
thing In his foreknowledge, he de
termined in advance (predestined) 
that we would be made like Jem 
(v. 29). To this end. he called as, 
gave us right standing with God 
(justified us) and let us share is 
his glory (v. 30). The remainder of 
the chapter is an anthem, declaring 
God’s love as the sustaining fora 
in all the predicaments of life (rr.
31-39).

It it interesting that the refer
ences to predestination here arc all 
positive. This passage has to do with 
those who love God (v. 28) sad 
those whom God loves (especially 
35. 37. 39). Negative predestination 
—or double-edged predestination— 
is not expressed here. It may be a 
logical inference But it is only in
ference Predestination to damnatioa 
is not expressed here

As Paul continues this line of 
thought in chapter 9. he returns to 
the theme of earlier chapters whkk 
we looked at last month: true chil
dren of Abraham are such because 
of God’s promise, not because of 
biological inheritance (v. 8).

He argues that God is free io 
have mercy and compassion on 
whomever he wishes (w. 15-1® 
Paul seems to move toward a nega
tive predestination as he refen to

hardening Pharaoh’s heart 
(n. 17-18). But he refuses to de
velop that line of reasoning, turning 
instead to questionfWised by Isaiah. 
The Old Testament prophet chal
lenged the propriety of a piece of 
pottery's asking the potter why it was 
made as it was (Isa. 29:16; 45:9). 
This seems to be Paul’s way of say
ing, "Don’t ask questions about the 
negative implications of predestina
tion. They can't be answered.”

The discussion of predestination 
continues into chapter 11. There 
Paul’s final word on the subject is 
missions-oriented. The Lord has 
chosen the Gentiles as an example 
to the Jews. Paul hopes to provoke 
the Jews to jealousy as they see 
themselves displaced as the chosen 
race (w. 13-14). Gentiles are not to 
feel superior because God has 
called them (v. 20). Rather, they 
should recognize their responsibility 
to the Jews, since they now occupy 
a favored position once filled by 
physical Israel (v. 31).

Double-edged predestination is 
not in harmony with the major wit
ness of the New Testament. Two 
passages may remind us of God's 
concern for all people. (Read 2 Peter 
3-9 and John 3:16.)

Aa AB-ludmive Word: 
Vaivenalhm

In Romans, the verses some take 
to teach universal salvation are 
11:25-27. Here, Paul asserts a hard
ening has come on Israel "until the 
full number of the Gentiles come 
in, and so all Israel will be saved” 
(RSV)

Earlier in the chapter. Paul dis
cusses the stumbling of Israel and 
how a remnant has remained faithful 
to God (v. 5). He asks in verse 11 
if Israel's stumbling means that they 
have fallen. He answers no. Their 
Mumbling has brought salvation to 
the Gentiles, which, in turn, can pro- 
*oke Israel to jealousy which can 
kad to their salvation. Paul hopes 
for and refers to the full inclusion

Israel in God’s blessings.
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What does Paul mean in verse 26 
when he says, “and so all Israel 
shall be saved”? This has been a 
troublesome question for centuries. 
One interpreter has said, “if we had 
only chapter II on which to base 
our answer, we could hardly avoid 
interpreting Paul as intending to pro
claim an unqualified universalism.”

The verses following 26 can also 
be interpreted as looking to the uni
versal salvation of the Jews, if not 
for the whole of humanity. In verses 
26-27, Paul quotes from the latter 
chapters of Isaiah the prediction that 
the Deliverer will come from Zion 
and banish ungodliness among the 
descendants of Jacob, establishing 
his covenant and taking away their 
sins (Isa. 59:20-21).

To his Gentile readers Paul the 
Jew writes that the people of Israel 
have become enemies of God for the 
sake of the Gentiles. But God still 
loves the Jews for the sake of their 
forefathers (v. 28). This is because 
"the gifts and the call of God are 
irrevocable” (v. 29 RSV). God made 
a covenant, first with Abraham (Gen. 
12:2-3), and renewed it many times 
with Abraham and his descendants. 
Paul can be understood to say that 
the promise of blessing and salvation 
cannot be revoked The biological 
sons of Abcaham will not be cast 
aside

Israel and the Gentiles are insep
arably linked. The disobedience of 
Israel opened the way for the Gen
tiles to come to God Now the Gen
tiles have experienced God's mercy, 
in order that Israel may again know 
this mercy (w. 30-31). All mankind 
(Jew and Gentile) has been con
signed to disobedience so God may 
now have mercy on all (v. 32).

Yes, this one passage is seen by 
some as ground for affirming salva
tion for all the Jews, if not for all 
mankind S<»me orthodox Christians 
reject the concept that everyone on 
earth will finally be reconciled to 
God, but believe the Jewish people 
still hold a special place with God 
and will finally be saved

But the interpretation that all the 
Jews or all humanity will be saved 
does not stand up when we consider 
the letter of Romans as a whole, or 
when wc look at the total ministry 
of Paul.

Even the preceding paragraph in 
chapter 11 leaves a serious hole in 
the argument for universal salvation. 
Verses 17-24 use the metaphor of 
wild olive branches being grafted 
into a tree which has lost some 
branches. In this figure, Israel is the 
broken branches, and Gentiles are 
the newly grafted branches. Gentiles 
are warned that they can be cut off 
if they become boastful about their 
position (w. 18-22). In a passage 
which supposedly advocates univer
sal salvation, Paul warns the Gentiles 
that they should not take their place 
in the kingdom for granted.

Then Paul considers the branches 
which were broken off. Is there hope 
for Israel? Yes. if they do not con
tinue in their unbelief, they can be 
grafted back into the tree. The pas
sage strongly implies they will not 
continue in unbelief. But the argu
ment for universalism is weakened 
as Paul leaves open the possibility 
that they couU continue in unbelief.

Stronger argument against all Is-i 
reel's being saved is seen in Paul’s' 

cry of concern on behalf of his 
"kinsmen by race” (9:2-3 RSV). Paul 
has “great sorrow and unceasing 
anguish” over his Jewish brethren 
who have rejected the claims of 
Christ. As he considers their refusal 
of God's revelation, he could wish 
himself “accursed and cut off from 
Christ” for their sakes. That is, if it 
would bring them to Christ, he 
would be willing to give up his own 
salvation. Again in 10:1, he tells of 
the deep desire that obsesses him: 
that all Israel should be saved. This 
is hardly the language of one who to 
sure God is finally going to save 
everyone.

Paul’s total experience as a mis
sionary is probably the strongest 
argument against universalism as 
pan of his belief or teaching. He 
suffered abuse at the hands of pagans 



and of his own countrymen because 
he dared preach Christ. Some indi
cation of his suffering for Christ b 
seen in 2 Corinthians 11:23-27. 
These experiences may be reflected 
in the Roman letter, as he gives 
assurance of God’s love in the midst 
of hardship (8:35-39). Why would 
he put his life in jeopardy time after 
time if he believed God would even
tually bring everyone to salvation?

A Ward of RespeaaMity: Mlariaai
A precious stone has beauty, even 

if it is unmounted. Put in an appro
priate setting, its beauty and value 
increase. Similarly, a great Bible pas
sage may impress us when we hear it 
by itself. But if we see it in its proper 
setting, it will mean even more.

The tenth chapter of Romans is 
k great missions passage J>y itself. 
When we read it in the context of 
Paul’s missions concern for his own 
people, our understanding and ap
preciation will increase.

An expression of prayer and de
sire on behalf of his fellow country
men opens this chapter. His prayer 
and heart's desire is “that they may 
be saved” (10:1 RSV) Like Paul 
himself, before his Damascus Road 
experience, his racial kinsmen were 
zealous for God; but it was a zeal 
without knowledge (10:2). Ignorant 
of God’s righteousness, they had 
sought to establish their own righ
teousness through the Law (10:3). 
But Christ is the end or fulfilment 
of the Law. Righteousness, or right 
standing, comes through faith in 
him, not through keeping the Law 
(MM).

If we depend on God to make us 
righteous, we know we can do noth
ing to answer ponderous questions 
about the incarnation (to bring Christ 
down from heaven, v. 6) or the 
resurrection (to bring Christ up 
from the abyss, v. 7). The way of 
righteousness is as near as our lips 
and our hearts (v. 8). Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection personalized 
what the prophets had said for years. 
These Old Testament truths were on 
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the lipa and in the hearts of Jews of 
the first Christian century.

Verses 9-10 contain a direct, 
simple statement of what it takes to 
be a Christian. Being a Christian is 
no simple matter. It involves the 
totality of a person. But the process 
of becoming a Christian can be sim
ply stated. This central truth is ac
tually stated twice in these verses: 
if we confess Jesui to be Lord of 
our lives and believe deep within us 
that God raised him from the dead, 
we will be saved.

There are no exceptions. Isaiah 
had said hundreds of years before, 
“No one who believes in him will be 
put to shame” (v. 11 RSV). Again, 
Jesus is the personal embodiment of 
this promise from Isaiah 28:16.

There are no distinctions. Paul re
turns to the emphasis of the early 
paragraphs of his letter (Rom 
1:14-16). Jew and Gentile alike are 
beneficiaries of the riches of salva
tion which Jesus Christ the Lord 
gives to all who call on him (10:12). 
Paul then cites another Old Testa
ment prophecy which makes the 
same assertion (Joel 2:32). The way 
is open, then, for anyone who claims 
God’s promise.

This leaves us with a warm, com
fortable glow inside. And Paul may 
have anticipated that response on 
our parts For he does not let us 
rest comfortably. Verses 14-15 jar 
us from our complacency to remind 
us that many have not called on 
God in faith because they have 
never heard the Christian message 
As we ponder salvation's being avail
able to everyone who calls on Christ, 
Paul asks us a series of questions

How will people call on someone 
for help if they don’t believe in him?

How will they believe in someone 
they have never heard about?

How are they ever going to hear 
the gospel unless someone preaches 
to them?

How will anyone go preach to 
these people unless God sends him 
out?

These are probtag quaetiamfo 
sensitive people. It is highly 
that anyone would request Mpha 
someone he did not trust—on dtar 
the human or the divine plane. At 
for believing in someone we’ve na 
heard of—no way.

Perhaps this seems to be aa ab- 
vious line of questioning. But fa 
questions demand answers. la mr 
day, as in Paul’s, countless pcegk 
will never hear the name of Jois, 
Preachers are needed, now as ttas 
to proclaim the name of Jesus.

The Foreign Mission Board’s pri
mary need in overseas personnd a 
for people to do general evangetafr 
work. Specialists are needed in mag- 
cine, agriculture, education, ata 
business administration. But the an
tral need is for those who make 8k 
direct evangelistic witness. “Hea 
shall they hear without a preacher*"

“And how shall they preach, ts- 
cept they be sent?” The sending tan 
implies the preachers are sent frau 
God. The word sent is from the word 
apostle, which literally means “our 
sent forth." Paul may have been in
flecting on his own apostleship ■ 
a missionary. Though there is no 
suggestion of Mission boards and 
mission offerings in the word MM, 
we have the responsibility to hdp 
financially with sending those who® 
God has commissioned to •prtad 
the gospel of peace, and bring gfod 
tidings of good things” (v. 15).

Not all have heard, and not al 
believe who hear (v. 16). But Pad 
returns to his earlier assertion con
cerning a general revelation to al 
people (1:19-20). He cites Panto 
19:4 which indicates that the heavens 
themselves have witnessed of God 
“ ‘Their voice has gone out to aH the 
earth, and their words to the ends 
of the world’ ” (Rom. 10:18 RSV).

Paul quotes Isaiah 65:1 as evi
dence of God's initiative in missk* 
“ ‘I have been found by those who 
did not seek me, I have shown ay- 
self to those who did not ask fa 
me "’ (Rom 10:20 RSV) Gotfi 
patience is seen as the prophet adds 

-•AH day long I have held out my 
toads to a disobedient and contrary 
people’“(tab 10:21).

God himself set the example of 
love and patience which undergirds 
effective missions wort.

LAWRENCE AND PANSY WEBB

AIM
By the end of the session, mem- 

ben should have written out their 
understanding of predestination, uni
versalism. and missions responsi
bility in the light of Romans 8-11.

BEFORE THE MEETING,
DO THIS

Provide paper and pencils for 
each member to use during the study 
session Also secure posterboard, or 
newsprint with felt pen, or chalk
board with chalk, for your use as 
study leader

If you plan to use the alternate 
approach, make reading assignments 
as suggested under “Another Way 
to Do It ”

DURING THE MEETING, 
DO THIS

Discusj and search.—Write the 
•ord Predestination on the poster
board or chalkboard. Make two 
columns under the word, one titled 
"Positive," the other "Negative.”

Ask members to write down what 
they think of when they bear the 
•ord Record their answers under 
the appropriate subhead ("positive" 
or "negative”).
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Direct them to Romma 8:28-39. 
Ask them to point out positive aa- 
pacta of predestination there. Then 
ask for negative aspects from the 
passage. (Thera are none here.)

Now, ask them to write their new 
understanding of predestination in 
light of this passage

Paraphrase —In small groups, or 
individually, members should read 
Romans 11:25-32 and paraphrase 
(write in their own words) what Paul 
seems to be saying. Point out that 
this section by itself may seem in
consistent with Paul's overall mis
sions emphasis.

Discuss and read aloud—M\ex 
the entire group has had opportunity 
to discuss these verses (including 
their uncertainty about apparent 
meanings), have members read aloud 
verses in the larger context which 
are positively missionary: 9:1-3; 
10:1. Point out the urgency of study
ing the Bible in its larger setting, 
rather than simply reading isolated 
verses or short segments.

Pead and write.—Members 
should now write their understand
ing of how people become Christians 
as Paul explains this in Romans 
10:9-10.

ANOTHER WAY TO DO IT
Make advanced assignments to 

two members who will study the 
topics of predestination and univer
salism, using books on Baptist doc
trine from the church library. After 
they report, lead the group to discuss 
negative predestination and univer
salism as inadequate concepts which 
arc not consistent with the missions 
message of the Bible.

CALL TO PRAYER
Prepare hearts from red construc

tion paper with the name, location, 
and type of service of a missionary 
on each. (See Call to Prayer, pp 
42-48, for today.) Point out that 
just as Valentine’s Day is a time of 
saying, “I love you," so missions is 
God’s way of saying, “I love you ” 
As members read names of mission
aries, each should tell a special way 

the missionary can say, “God loves 
you,” through his or her nriminaary 
assignment. Pray for each mission
ary to experience God’s love afresh 
today.

PREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYER 
FOR HOME MISSIONS

Using the information from Pro- 
view, below, begin to build an
ticipation in members for the Week 
of Prayer for Home Missions, March 
7-14.

j'Erciiieiii]
{march study-action
ITLANS

{wwk M Trayw ter Hmm Mto-
I *M
► A New Birth of Freedom
’ Daily observances highlight fa- 
I miliar national symbols and point 
) us to the even more vital spiritual 
I truths which home missionii 
j shares. *

• Current Mtasfons Group 
j Three Religious Ways 
[ The third in a aeries of inter-' 

) faith witness studies focuses on, 
) the Worldwide Church of Godi 
I (Armstrongism), Mormonism,1 
' and the Unity School of Chris-' 

i tianity. (

Hbto Study Group
i A Missions-Minded Church (1
i Corinthians)

, Rauai Table Group
i Abundant Lite (Eastern Re

ligions) (See book forecast on
; P 33)

1 Prayer Group 
1 Baptist Centers

1 Miaatou Aetna Group
J The How of Witnessing in Mis-( 
( sion Action—Using the Bible 
I (Part 1) i
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of ultimate anguish and ‘ ■iMr

tenbaum (Broadman Pram 1975)

Jewishness as a motivating fores h 
life much as we profess Christ tab

“All the Jewish people are one body 
and one soul, he believed. If one 
part of the body hurts, the entire 
body hurts—and the entire body 
must come to the help of the part 
that hurts."

Are we as Southern Baptists sur
prised to find another people with 
such a sense of God-given mission? 
The words above are from a modem 
novel by Chaim Potok [HIGH’m 
poh-TOK), a Jewish rabbi.

My Name Is Asher Lev by Chaim
Potok (Fawcett 1972) $1.50 
paper*
My Name Is Asher Lev is the 

story of a boy from an Orthodox 
family of Jews in New York City 
during the forties and fifties. Both 
sides of the boy’s family have served 
God for several generations; and his 
parents are establishing Hebrew 
schools in Europe and America, as 
well as helping Jews escape from 

Stalin's Russia. Their mission in life 
is to relieve the suffering of their 
people.

Their only child Asher is bom 
with a gift for art. As strict Jews, 
the Levs view art at its worst as 
breaking the commandment against 
graven images and at its best as 
foolishness and a waste of time. 
Asher’s father believes the gift will 
separate Asher from the Torah (the 
body of divine knowledge and law 
found in the Jewish scriptures and 
oral tradition) and his people.

This story shows the struggle of 
a boy with two loves from very sep
arate worlds and his attempt to rec
oncile them. At the climax of the 
story, rather than reconciling the 
two worlds he loves, Asher alienates 
himself from family and community 
when he paints the shocking work 
of a crucifix. Asher creates the paint
ing “because there was no aesthetic

respect, and love for God’s fra

This book is quite scholarly ad 
not recommended for the canl 
reader. The author, a Christian Jse. 
deals with Jewish opinion of ta 
Messiah through the centuries. 
Fruehtenbaum shows how Jesus d 
Nazareth fulfils the Jewish expects 
tions of a Messiah. The closing ctep 
ter is a thrilling testimony to Bt 
power of Christ in the lives of ow 
forty Jews from varying walks d 
life. From their testimonies we os 
learn new ways to witness to tte 
Jew whose life is unfulfilled by At 
living presence of his God.

How Did a Fat. Balding. Middle- 
Aged Jew Like You Become t 
Jesus Freak' by Zola Levitt and 
Dr. D. McGann (Tyndale 1974) 
$1.45 paper*
This delightful, easy-to-read book 

is written with a surprising slant A 
Christian Jew (Baptist) witnesses to 
a rich, baptized, unchurched Gentfle 
This is a true story written in tenet 
form Zola Levitt writes more fron 
his own Christian experience this 
from an intellectual point of view.

Dr McGann answers with bitia| 
skepticism It is a joy to see the Hd* 
Spirit at work, transforming boB 
lives.

ships with Jews rarely become 
mate enough for us to m 
relationship to God as a barii hi

BEFORE THE MEETING
Ask each member to read at least 

one of the recommended books. Ask 
everyone to read the chapter "The 
Jewish People and the Baptist Wit
ness" by Jase Jones in B.O.O.K. 
(recommended last month).

Ask one member to be prepared 
to present the basic story of Asher 
Lev with emphasis on the religious 
culture of his home and community.

Ask another member of prepare a 
short presentation of the story in 
How Did a . . . Jesus Freak?

Locate a recording of Fiddler on 
the Roof.

On butcher paper write Ephe
sians 2:14 (Good News for Modern 
Man is especially clear). Tape the 
piece of paper at the front of the 
room so that it may be easily seen 
and read.

Prepare the visual aids as sug
gested under Call to Prayer.

IN THE MEETING
Begin by asking. What is a Jew?
Have the recording of Fiddler on 

the Roof playing as members arrive. 
(See BOOK . pp 64-65 )

Discuss the problems of inter
marriage and assimilation as pre
sented in B.O.O.K (p. 65). Replay 
“Tradition" from the Fiddler re
cording; ask women to listen closely 
to the words.

Discuss Zionism (B.O.O.K., p. 
65) and its meaning to Jews. Then 
ask the group to listen closely to 
' Anetevka’’ from Fiddler. Ask how 
it must feel to be without a nation or 
unwelcome in the country where you 
kve

Play “Sabbath Prayer’’ to lead into 
a discussion of My Name Is Asher 
Lev
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Call on the woman who b pre
pared to do io to present the story 
of Asher Lev. Ask if the women are 
having similar struggles with teen
agers in their homes who art torn 
between church and family and a 
conflicting tray of life. Do any of 
them remember a personal conflict 
between their love for God and an
other love?

Discuss the fear Jews have that 
conversion to Christianity might 
break cultural and family ties.

Read Ephesians 2:11-12. Talk 
about the difficulty in witnessing to 
Jews who do not feel empty because 
they have a covenant, a God, and a 
hope.

Discuss: In what ways have our 
prejudices hurt our witness to Jews? 
Are we willing to live in neighbor
hoods with Jews? Do we tell or laugh 
at jokes about Jews?

FOLLOW-THROUGH
Since Passover will be celebrated 

soon (April 15), plan to send Pass- 
over cards to Jewish neighbors

As a group, attend a service at 
a synagogue near you. Be sure to 
make arrangements in advance with 
the rabbi.'

Invite Jewish friends to visit your 
church if your choir plans to present 
the Easter portions of Handel’s 
Messiah

Begin a discussion with a Jewish 
friend by asking. What are your 
beliefs about the Messiah? Then 
listen!

CALL TO PRAYER
Cut crosses out of construction 

paper; then draw a Star of David 
in the center of each cross. Make 
one of these for each member Write 
on the back the name of a mission
ary listed in Call to Prayer (see pp 
42-48) Tell members this is a visual 
reminder of the need for Christians 
and Jews to meet as brothers and 

sister*.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will lead 

us to be able honestly to say we be
lieve and live Ephesians 2:14.

Pray that God will lead each 
member to an open encounter with 

a Jew In your community and an 
opportunity to witness.

Thank God for the influence of 
Jews in your life: the writers of and 
personalities in the Scriptures.

Pray for missionaries with birth
days today, that prejudices and bar
riers in witnessing in their lives will 
be removed.

PREVIEW THE
WEEK OF PRAYER

Using the information from Pre
view pn page 31, begin to build an
ticipation in members for the Week 
of Prayer for Home Missions, 
March 7-14.

boohW-
BOOKS FOR MARCH
The Reluctant Witness by Ken

neth Chafin (Broadman 
1975) $4.50*

Confronting Popular Cults by 
M Thomas Starkes and 
B OO K (Beliefs of Other 
Kinds). (These books were 
recommended in January)

BOOKS FOR APRIL
Unfinished Business in China 

by Mary Ellen Hawk Saun
ders (Baptist Press Hong 
Kong 1972) $3.25*

Exodus to a Hidden Valley by 
Eugene Morse (Reader's 
Digest Press 1974) $8.95*

BOOKS FOR MAY
Kidnapped by Karl and Debbie 

Dortzbach (Harper and 
Row 1975) $5.95*

African Diary by Helmut Thie- 
licke (Word Books 1974) 
$695*

•Available through Baptist Book 
Stores Be sure to check early in 
case these have to be ordered.

IS



Coming around a curve on state 
route 33 in central Oklahoma, one 
is surprised to see a handful of 
tall brick buildings appear among the 
fields and pastures. The buildings 
house Langston University, a state- 
supported school whose enrolment 
of thirteen hundred is mostly blacks.

If seeing a university on the hori
zon is a surprise, seeing a Baptist 
Student Union center on the main 
street of Langston, right across from 
the post office, is an even greater 
surprise. One just doesn't expect to 
see a BSU center in a town of five 
hundred people.

In Langston, we find Verlene 
Farmer carrying on a vital ministry 
supported by both National and 
Southern Baptists. It’s a cooperative 
venture.

Miss Farmer, tell us, please, about 
your work with Langston students.

34

I'm the Baptist Student Union 
director, and I teach two courses in 
religion on campus. I have students 
from many different backgrounds 
They are trying to find out "who 
they are" and to decide if what they 
were taught as children still holds 
true.

I spend most of my time trying to 
get them to see that Christ really is 
the answer to everything. One girl 
said. “Before Miss Farmer came. 
BSU was something like a social 
organization. But one day she came 
and introduced Jesus and told us 
who he was and what he can do for 
us.” So that's what I do. I try to 
introduce people to Jesus, not push 
him off on somebody

We have fifteen faithful students 
who come regularly to the center. 
About fifty come for the various ser
vices during the week. We have 

midweek prayer service on Wetta*. 
day—lunch together, a speaker, 
sharing of requests, and circle prayer. 
On Monday night we have a Mb 
study which I teach. We have up
pers on Thursday night. VesRB 
may be either a speaker or singm. 
Aside from these activities, we haw 
retreats and student conventions.

How were you trained for Bit 
work?

I attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, and Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in Louisville, Ken
tucky.

1 was a missionary near Mon
rovia, Liberia, with the National 
Baptist Convention, LISA, Incor
porated. That was before Southern 
Baptists were sending Negro mis
sionaries.

IF hat led you to student work?
I lost my health as a missionary 

and was sent home to Oklahoma. 
My trouble was toxic hepatitis 
caused from antimalarial drug com
plications. My liver was almost de
stroyed. I was referred to a fine 
Southern Baptist doctor who showed 
me how to eat and told me to go 
home and rest. God miraculously 
healed my body, but the doctor ad
vised me not to return to the foreign 
missions field.

I was somewhat at a loss, then, 
as to what to do. I tried being a 
Christian education director, but 
that wasn't what the Lord had fa 
me

In 1970 I went to Falls Creek 
Assembly in Oklahoma as camp 
missionary for the National Baptist 
camp (That was before National 
and Southern Baptists were going to 
meetings together.)

The BSU director at Langston 
had just resigned. All of the directors 
had been male. The National Bap
tist WMU executive secretary, who 
was also at Falls Creek, asked me 
about being director That same 
summer, one of the faculty members 
at Langston asked me about it. too. 
I hesitated because I felt I couldn’t 
relate to college students.

When Southern Baptists of Okla
homa contacted me about the posi
tion, I then felt certain this was what 
God was leading me to do. I made 
application with the Home Minion 
Board which pays a large portion of 
my salary.

The work has been a real chal
lenge I still say I can't work with 
college students. I felt more secure 
when 1 went to Africa than when I 
stepped on Langston's campus.

What answers to prayers have you 
experienced in your work?

Last summer one of our students, 
Bernard Warren, was selected by the 
state BSU to go with nineteen other 
students behind the Iron Curtain. 
The tour of Russia. East Germany, 
Hungary . Poland, and Bulgaria was 
directed by Benton Williams of 
Southern Baptists' National Student 
Ministries. The students lived in 
the homes of the people, sang in 
churches and town halls, and shared 
their faith in Christ in a personal 
way. Bernard, our president, was 
the only black chosen to go. That 
was an answer to prayer!

When I came to Ijmgston, the 
students weren’t concerned about 
missions Our missions offering was 
very small The students couldn't 
see what they could do for missions 
because they've been the objects of 
missions for too long. They were 
tired of iet's-help-the-poor-colored 
people attitude

Two years ago a student from 
here went as a missionary to Liberia. 
Since her going and since Bernard's 
going, our students have been more 
concerned about missions. Last 
spring we raised more summer mis
sions offering than we ever raised 
before

What kind of problems are you 
proving about now?

Summer missionaries and summer 
missions money I'm concerned that 
•e have more National Baptist stu
dents to go out as summer missions 
•orkers There are never enough 
blacks to go out as summer mtssion- 
•nes under the Home Mission 
board But I don’t want my students
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just to go; I want them to be dedi
cated to the task.

One of the long-range things I 
pray about is that the students who 
participate in summer missions will 
go into full-time religious work and 
some will go to foreign fields. The 
need for blacks on foreign fields is 
great.

What are the prayer needs of 
National Baptists as a whole?

The needs of National Baptists 
are the same as those of other Bap
tists. 1 view us as neither National 
Baptists nor Southern Baptists. I see 
us as the body of Christ, united for 
fellowship and for action in mis
sions. What we all need to do is to 
practice what we believe.

BEFORE THE MEETING
Cut pictures of blacks and whites 

working or worshiping together from 
old Home Missions and Royal Ser
vice magazines. Print “National 
Baptists" on a placard next to the 
map of the United States used last 
month. Tape four footprints (as sug
gested in October’s meeting) leading 
from Puerto Rico to the pictures.

Ask two members to be prepared 
to simulate the interview with Miss 
Farmer.

Prepare the visual aid for Call to 
Prayer (see below).

IN THE MEETING
1. Introduce the session by re

lating it to the tramping-prayerfully- 
around-the-world theme.

2. Divide members into two 
groups. Ask group 1 to list prayer 
needs. Ask group 2 to list ways in 
which Miss Farmer’s life has been 
touched by Southern Baptists From 

this lint, members will see the co
operative work of Southern and Na
tional Baptists.

3. Conduct the interview.
4. Ask for listening reports.
5. Ask group 1 to pray in one 

area of the room for the listed needs. 
In another area of the room, ask 
group 2 to pray with thanksgiving 
for the cooperative efforts of South
ern and National Baptists.

6. Exchange lists and have both 
groups pray again.

CALL TO PRAYER
Draw the outline of a human body 

on a large posterboard. Glue scraps 
of flannel to the back. Cut the poster 
into pieces as if making a puzzle. 
Write the name of a missionary from 
the prayer calendar (see pp. 42-48) 
on each piece. Give a piece to each 
member. Ask each member to pray 
for the missionary named on her 
piece as she places it cm a flannel 
board.

After the body is complete, read 
Ephesians 4:16 from The New Testa
ment in Today's English Version.

SOMETHING TO DO BECAUSE 
YOU PRAYED

If you live in an area where Na
tional Baptists are located, have a 
second prayer group meeting with. 
National Baptist women as your 
guests. Provide opportunities for 
both black women and white women 
to share needs of their churches. 
Have a season of prayer for all the 
needs expressed.

PREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYER
Using the information from Pre

view on page 31, begin to build an
ticipation in members for the Week 
of Prayer for Home Missions, March 
7-14.



You may not be a great Bible stu
dent. You may not understand all 
the great theological truths. You may 
not have much educational prepara
tion. But you have one excellent tool 
to use in witnessing. You have some
thing that no one else has, and that 
is your own personal testimony.

As you witness to others, they 
may ask questions you cannot an
swer. Don’t be afraid to say, “I don’t 
know." But there is one thing you 
do know, and it is something you 
can share—and that is what Jesus 
has done for you.

There are many reasons for using 
your testimony. First, as we have 
mentioned, it is unique. No one else 
can say exactly what you can say. 
It is personal. It happened to you. 
which makes it real to the person 
you are talking to. Then, other peo
ple can relate to your testimony.

They can think. If it happened to 
her, it can happen to me.

Let's look at some people in the 
Bible who gave their personal testi
monies. Andrew listened to Jesus 
Then he went and got his brother. 
His testimony was direct, to the 
point, eloquent. ‘‘We have found the 
.. . Christ” (John 1:41). Maybe your 
testimony to your friend could be 
something as simple as that. ‘‘I have 
found the answer.” “I have found a 
Saviour.” “I have found the secret 
of life." Andrew was saying all these 
things when he said, “We have found 
the Christ."

The woman at the well talked with 
Jesus, and he revealed himself to 
her. Her heart was changed. She 
could hardly wait to share the good 
news. She left her waterpot and ran 
back to the village to give her testi
mony. She said, "Come, see a man, 

which told ma aUfttag. that 
did: is not this the Christ?” (J* 
4J9).

The Bible says that many taitatf 
on Jesus became of the words of fa 
woman. Yet her testimony waafe. 
pie. "Come see a man." Corid m 
say this to thow who need Jma? 
"Come we a man who showed tot 
what a sinner I was." "Come m. 
man who changed my life.” "Cfau 
see a man who gave me a reaaoafa 
living.” Every Christian can rian 
this kind of testimony.

One of my favorite stories in fa 
Bible is the story of the man tan 
blind. I love the way John 9 prink 
a word picture of a poor, uneds* 
catcd, blind beggar who came rite 
his own because of what Jesus fal 
for him. Read the whole story to set 
the circumstances of the man’s testi
mony. He was being questioned by 
the religious authorities. By evtry 
right, he should have been scared to 
death He did not know the anew 
to all the theological questions time 
authorities kept asking him. Bui he 
was certain of one thing, and he w 
not afraid to testify to it. "One ttag 
I know, that, whereas I was bitad. 
now I see” (John 9:25).

This man was thrown out of At 
Temple because of his testimony, 
but it had a powerful influence ea 
those who heard it. Maybe year 
testimony could be like his. “1 tari 
to be sad. but now I am happy " "1 
used to be lost, but I’m not lost my 
more ” “I did not have a reason to 
live, now I do.” If Jesus has changri 
your life, then you have a testimony 
like that of the blind man.

The personal testimony of tte 
apostle Paul is recorded seven! 
times in the book of Acts. Each 
time, Paul gave the details of the 
story about how he was saved.

Read Luke’s account of Pari1* 
conversion in Acts 9:1-18, and com
part it with what Paul himself srid 
about his conversion in Acts 22: 
1-21 or Acts 26; 4-20. Paul made 
his testimony come alive with per
sonal details. At the same time, he 
never strayed from the point. We 

caa learn from him how to make 
our testimony more effective.

As you think through your own 
personal testimony, include at least 
four basic points. First, tell some
thing of what your life was like be
fore you became a Christian This 
does not have to be a long recital of 
your former sins. But you do need 
to share the fact that you have not 
always been saved, that there was a 
time when you were without Jesus.

Second, share how you came to 
realize you were lost. What opened 
your eyes to the fact that you needed 
to be saved? What did the Holy 
Spirit use to work conviction in your 
Me?

Third, tell about what happened 
to you in your salvation experience. 
Be careful not to use words or 
phrases that have no meaning for 
people who have not been to church 
all their lives. Try to put your ex
perience into everyday language. 
Share the excitement, the joy, the 
relief, the peace—whatever the Holy 
Spirit did in your heart when you 
accepted Jesus as your own per
sonal Saviour.

Last, and perhaps more important 
than any of the others, tell what 
Jesus is doing in your life right now. 
Too many times, a testimony be
comes a "yesterday” type of thing. 
It must seem to people around us 
that Jesus quit doing anything for us 
after he saved us. But. of course, 
that is not true. The best part of my 
salvation experience is the "now” 
part. Jesus lives in me right now. He 
changes my life now. He is real and 
wonderful and forgiving and loving 
and helping now. Something of this 
newness of the Christian experience 
thould be in your testimony.

Several Scripture verses seem to 
*ay to us that we should share our 
personal testimony I have listed 
three here, you can find many 
others

“Let the redeemed of the Lord 
to” (Psalm 107:2).

‘‘Return to thine own house, and 
»hew how great things God hath 
<*we unto thee” (Luke 8 39)
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“Be ready always to give an an
swer to every man that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is in you” 
(1 Peter 3:15).

Sharing your testimony can be a 
risky thing to do. It involves you in 
the life of another. But it can be 
wonderfully rewarding. Jesus has 
done wonderful things for you. Tell 
others about them.

IN-SERVICE TRAINING AIM
Before the end of the meeting, 

each woman will be able to (I) write 
out a personal testimony, (2) prac
tice giving her testimony to another 
person, and (3) resolve to share her 
testimony with at least one person.

HOW Ta'S© IT
Look again at the chart for the 

year. Point out the section we are 
now studying—the how of witness
ing in mission action.

Tell members that today we focus 
on sharing a personal testimony. 
Ahead of time, ask four women to 
be ready to relate the four Bible 
stories mentioned in the article 
(Andrew, the woman at the well, the 
man bom blind, Paul). Let each 
woman tell the story assigned to her. 
Ask those women present to try to 
see something of themselves in each 
of the four stories.

Now, put the following outline on 
the chalkboard or a large sheet of 
butcher paper

1. How my life was before
2. How 1 realized I was lost
3. What happened to me when I 

was saved
4 What Jesus is doing for me 

right now.

Ask each woman present to take 
about ten minutes to think through 
and write out a personal testimony, 
following the outline. It does not 
have to be long or involved. In fact, 
the simpler the better.

When all have finished thinking 
about and writing their testimonies, 
divide the group into teams of two. 
Ask each woman to share with her 
partner the testimony she has writ
ten In this way, every woman will 
tell her story to one friend, and will 
hear t|»e story of her friend.

When all have completed their 
sharing, call the group back to
gether. Spend some time in prayer, 
asking God to bless the testimony 
of each woman, and to help her to 
be able to share it naturally and 
effectively,

Remind women to learn at least 
one Bible verse every week, as they 
have been doing. Suggest that they 
choose this week from the verses 
that were mentioned in this session. 
Perhaps some of the women would 
like to share at this time the verses 
they have learned since the begin
ning of this study.

PRAYERTIME
Read the names of the mission

aries who have birthdays today (see 
pp. 42-48). Pray that God will bless | 
each one of them as they share their 
own personal testimonies in the 
place where God has put them.

As the women sit with bowed 
heads, ask that each one resolve to 
share the testimony she has written 
with at least one person before the 
next meeting of the group.

PREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYER
Using the information from Pre

view on page 31, begin to build an
ticipation in members for the Week 
of Prayer for Home Missions, March 
7-14.
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Let Every, 
Member^ 

Participate
Katharine Bryan, Baptist Women director,‘Texet

P»rttelp«tion In meetings end ac
tivities of Baptist Women can hap
pen In several ways.

What do we mean by "partici
pation”? Please participate In the 
following test (check one under 
each).

1. At the last Baptist Women 
k meeting or activity you were 
I asked to

' (a) stand on your head__
(b) pull up a chair__
(c) move down some so some
one else could sit on the same 
row__
2. In preparation for the meet
ing or activity you were asked

(a) constantly looking at your
watch to see If It had stopped 
(the watch, not the business 
session)__
(b) disagreeing with the sug
gestion for the date of the 
prayer retreat (you didn't care, 
but It gave you something to 
del
ta) counting the number of 
paper dips the president had 
attached to her notes for the 
session that day__
Your answers will not be graded; 

however, you can make some ob
servations from the ones you 
marked as describing your situa-

tlvitle*. Planning Is the word. Noe 
look at all of the other answers 
which you might have circled. M 
have one thing In common wty 
little planning Involved!

Some basic principles should 
assist us as we prepare for mem
bers to participate.

1. Consider all the possMe 
positive ways members can per- 
tlclpate. Some to consider: listen
ing (there’s an art to It!), praying 
as a part of the total group, re
spond i ng, sharing, singing, speak
ing.

2. Know members well enougi

Aline Fuselier

Forecaster is a guide to help Baptist Women officers know what to do and how to do It.

Agenda for February 
Officers Council Meeting

(a) to plan to come__
(b) to bring someone__
(c) to read the newspaper and
bring articles related to the 
area of study__
3. As you arrived at the meet
ing or activity, others had 
planned for your participation 
by
(a) giving you a slip of paper
with the name of a missionary 
on it (You did not know it was a 
missionary's name or what you 
were to do with It until later!)__
(b) asking you to read a section
of study material from ROYAL 
SERVICE when “your time 
came” (The section was num
ber 3 and it would follow num
ber 2!)__
(c) requesting that you play the
piano for the hymn which is not 
in the hymnal and which you 
have never heard__
4. During the business session 
you participated by

tion. If, under number 2 you 
marked (c), your mission study 
chairman or group leader had 
planned ahead to involve members 
in participation. If you followed 
through on the assignment, then 
you and the leader can be con
gratulated! If you marked (a) 
under number 3, your mission sup
port chairman, or prayer group 
leader perhaps, had planned to in
volve the members but did not 
plan thoroughly enough for the 
members to participate from the 
knowledge of plan. An effective 
observance of the calendar of 
prayer under these circumstances 
might only come about as an acci
dent. Planning with a bit more 
thoroughness would have en
hanced the effectiveness of the

to know how to motivate thak 
unique participation as persons.

3. Be willing for others to par
ticipate. As we plan for people to 
participate we must be willing to 
share with them what we have to 
mind as the overall purpose and 
then trust them to be a part of the 
total plan in their own way.

4. Recognize that members 
want to be led. Their very presence 
is participation at a basic level. 
They don’t have to be doing some
thing in movement or verbally to 
be participating. In wanting to be 
led, members wish to be involved 
at the point where impact will be 
felt as a result of participation. 
Participation is never the end re
sult but rather a means to an end

outcome.
A word should have leaped out 

of the page by this time. It Is the 
key to effective participation in 
Baptist Women meetings and ac-

5. Think through how, what, 
and when members participatt- 
What was the purpose? Is there I 
better way? If so, how can we find 
It?

Use the Baptist Women Officer Plan Book1 to record 
plans.
• Take TIME for members
• Take TIME for officers
• Plan for homebound members
• Complete plans for WMU Focus Week
• Complete plans for Home Mission Graded Series 

study
• Plan Week of Prayer for Home Missions
• Promote Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
• Plan for individual mission action training
• Continue promotion of Glorieta and Ridgecrest
• Plan regular Baptist Women activities:

Baptist Women meeting
Coordinate group plans x
Mission action project as follow-through to study

Individual Mission
Action Training

Mission action chairman: Plan ■ campaign to get 
each member to read one or more of the following 
books: Persons, Not Things: Principles of Mission 
Action; How to Use Community Resources in Mission 
Action; Special Skills for Mission Action #/; Special 
Skills for Mission Action P2: Witnessing Through Mis
sion Action.1

Encourage each member to buy the books for her
self if possible.

Promote the books through the Baptist Women news
letter or church bulletin. Once each quarter tell about 
one of the books. Print an open-end story, suggesting 
that members read the book to determine the solution.

Secure at least one copy of each book for each mis
sion action group. Ask group leaders to circulate the 

u _

copies. Or provide several copies and let members 
check them in and out before the general meeting.

Persons who participate in mission action projects 
should read the books. Make them available to these 
persons.

If a member wants to keep a book, let her pay for It. 
Replace the book in the organization set.

Home Mission Graded Series
Use a checklist to determine readiness for study of 

Tomorrow Starts Today,1 the adult book in the Home 
Mission Graded Series.

Have you:
--------encouraged Baptist Women to attend the church

wide study?
--------planned an attendance competition between 

Baptist Women and Baptist Young Women for 
churchwidc study?

-------- publicized the study through church bulletin, 
Baptist Women newsletter, Baptist Women meet
ing, personal contacts?

--------made provisions for children?
--------planned for Baptist Women to study the book, 

if no churchwide study is to be held?

TIME for Officers
1. Discuss the training feature, “Let Every Member 

Participate,” on page 38. Ask each officer to suggest a 
way a leader can get every member to participate in a 
specific activity.

2. Read Colossians 2:6-7 from The Living Bible and 
another translation. Discuss the implications of the 
passage for everyday living and for the guidance you 
need as an officer in Baptist Women.

3. Urge Baptist Women officers to participate in
your assodational Sunday School leadership training 
school, if one to to be held next month (March). The 
book to be studied by adult workers to Understanding 
Adults.9 Credit for this study applies toward a WMU 
Leadership Diploma (see “Earn a WMU Diploma,” 
p. 41). (More, next page.)
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TIME for Members
Allo* time in the general ■riling for one penoo to 

lend te a training activity baaed on the feature on page 
38. Art toe mb an to respond Io the qiieertms Which 
methode being used in our organisation encourage my 
participation? Which approaches discourage my par- 
ticipation?

Glorieta and Ridgecrest
"Cheaper by the dozen" may be true when arranging 

transportation and housing for women planning to go 
to Glorieta or Ridgecrest for WMU Conference (The 
dates this year are: Glorieta, July 10-16; Ridgecrest, 
August 7-13.) Take several can or vans and fill them 
with women. Plan to stay in an apartment or have at 
least four persons share a room, if this plan appeals 
to you. Otherwise choose private accommodations for 
living and air travel. ,

(For reservations write: Reservations, Glorieta Bap
tist Conference Center, Glorieta, NM 87 35 5; or Reserva
tions, Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center, Ridgecrest, 
NC 28770. Conference center fee for each WMU Con
ference is $15.00.)

WMU Focus Week
How ready are you for WMU Focus Week? If neces

sary, refer to the suggestions in January Forecaster.
Plans have been made in Baptist Women officers 

council meeting. Yes__ No___
Baptist Women participation in Vocal Focal has 

been planned. Yes__ No___
Plans have been made for a Baplrst Women enlist

ment luncheon (ask homebound members to write letters 
inviting prospects). Yes__ No___

Plans have been made for Women s Day in the 
Church. Yea__ No___

Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering

Mission support chairman: Use the information in 
the feature on the back cover of Royal Service8 this 
month to promote giving to the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering. Plan to use five minutes in the general 
meeting for this promotion.

The national goal for the offering is $9,500,000.

Week of Prayer for Home Missions, March 7-14, 1976.

WeeUOj
Home Missions

Mission support chairman: Lead in planning

The theme is A New Birth of Freedom. The Scrip
ture passage is Galatians 5:1 TEV.

Plan the five-day observance using suggestions to 
appear in March Royal Service. Read the materials
as soon as you receive the March issue.

Consider a variety of meeting plans: 
the entire Baptist Women membership together 
meetings of regular, established groups 
neighborhood groups 
mealtime meetings 
drop-ins—at the church building or in homes— after 

work.
Encourage Baptist Women members to participate 

in churchwide activities These include a "Spirit of 76 
Celebration," a family retreat on home missions, mis
sions tours, inviting ethnics and internationals into the 
home for Easter holidays (see p. 10, January Royal 
Service). For more about churchwide activities, see 
Dimension* January-February-March, page 19.

A packet of materials sent from your state WMU 
office to your WMU director includes the foDowta*

Sample of priced program cover
Sample of pneed hymnbook cover
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering envelope
Poster for Week of Prayer for Home Missions 
“Daily Prayer Guide for Use at Home." 
Priced materials you may order (see WMU order 

form, p. 48) include:
Hymnbook cover for Week of Prayer for Home 

Missions
Program cover for Week of Prayer for Home Mis

sions
Picture of Annie Armstrong 
Biographical leaflet on Annie Armstrong.

Earn a WMU Diploma
Develop your leader skills by working toward a 

WMU Leadership Diploma in the Church Study Course. 
Six credits («tudy of six counes) are required for this 
diploma: History of Woman's Mixekmary Unfon*; The 
Bible: God's Missionary Message to Man, Vol. 1 or 
Vol. J,1 or An Introduction to the BibU^ Baptist 
Women trader Marumi1; Understanding Adults*. Guid
ing Adults'; and one elective from several subject atom.

For more information on earning a WMU diploma 
we the leaflet "How to Earn a WMU Diploma. 1975- 
77.-

Enlistment
Order enough copies of the enlistment article "Want 

to Be Part of a Revolution?”8 Place one in each diaper 
bag in the younger preschooler department on Sunday 
morning Ask the Sunday School Department for older 
preschoolers to insert copies in the tenure reading piece 
that children take home.

Homebound
Ask homebound member, to write letters inviting 

prospects to the enlistment luncheon during focus week.

Along with the attractive plana lor the Baptist Women 
meeting offered on pagea 18-22, you may want to con- 
aider lheae ideal (by Brenda Poinsett of Kansas City. 
Mbsouri):

Acquaint Baptist Women member, with that mis
sions heritage and with ita leaden through a historical 
fashion show Have memben pose at leaden in the 
costumes of the day in which they served

A small stage or runway will be needed so the audience 
can tec the models The appearance of the models 
should be accompanied by soft but spirited background 

tannic. A narrator trill be needed to describe the clothes 
wont by the models and the historical events occulting 
in each leader's tenure. Pattern your narrative after 
thia sample.

At a tall dark-haired young woman walks onto run
way. the narrator says: "Wearing a dark grey, gored 
drees of Henrietta doth is Annie Armatrong of Balti
more, Maryland. Mias Armstrong la Woman’s Mission
ary Union's first executive secretary. The dress's tight- 
fitting basque b lopped with an inch-high collar. A 
piece of hemstitched linen edges the collar, setting off 
the beauty of her face and her large dart eyes.

“Miss Armstrong wean thia simple but chic frock 
while al heme with her mother and her sister Alice. 
Occasionally she wean thia dress to wort, but adorns 
it with a bat (model dons hat). Mbs Armstrong believes 
that a woman never appean in public without a hat.

“She even wean a hat as she pores over work and 
correspondence at 10 East Fayette Street. In this loca
tion, Miss Armstrong's ideas are energised Working 
without salary, she has organised woman’s missions 
wort, established a strong literature department, initialed 
wort among Indians, the Chinese, Negroes, and immi
grants, and created the Lotlie Moon Christmas Offer
ing. She intends to make the nation God's America. 
This tall, distinguished woman feels no sacrifice is too 
greet lor the cause of missions ”

A simple outline to follow in planning a historical 
fashion show b a description of the person and of the 
service of WMU personalities such ■ Annie Armstrong, 
executive secretary from lltt to 1906; Mrs Ann 
Graves who organized the first meeting of Baptist 
women for missions in conjunction with the Southern 
Baptist Convention in May 1861, Kathleen Mallory, 
executive secretary from 1912 Io 1948

Descriptions of the person and of the service of each 
leader can be found in Alma Hunt's History of Woman's 
Missionary Union (available through Baptist Book 

Stores).
For help in planning the costumes, check with your 

public library.

■AvsilaHs
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Texas

Louisiana

Utah
Misaionorws ora listed on thair birth-

Carolina

necticut

church, Nigeria

Atlonto, GA 30309
homa

sionories on furlough Addresses W 
mtssionories ore listed in Missionary

Board Literature, P 0 Bo« 6597, 
Richmond, VA 23230, or in Hams 
Mission Board Parwnnol Directory,

Tony Brewington is director of 
missions for Burnt Swamp Baptist 
Association, composed of forty-seven 
Indian churches in eastern North Caro
lina. Mr. Brewington writes. “Our 
urgent need is for young men to be 
led into the ministry and to commit 
themselves to serious training. We 
have an active and fruitful WMU but 
our Brotherhood has yet to mature. 
Pray for the laymen to feel strong 
convictions toward a spiritually ener
getic organization.”

Taiwan

Grace (Mr*. D. E.) Lactto, Nashua. New f

church, Indonesia

church. Spain

home

home

home

and

and

and
church, Switzerland

2 Monday Exodm 4:27-31
Elba (Mrs. William L.) Womack 

writes from Barbados: “My main 
purpose is to maintain a Christian 
home. I serve the Minion by helping 
with correspondence and helping the 
five churches with Sunday School and 
Vacation Bible Schools I am hostess 
for the hospitality apartment for our 
missionaries on local leave. Pray for 
our newly formed Baptist Assembly 
and for several churches needing 
buildings.”

missions. California

Illinois

Louisiana

national missions. Ohio

Ids btee Haya, women s wort. North

3 Tuesday Hebrews 1:M
Linda Clark lives in Clear, Alaska 

where her husband, James, pastors 
North Star Baptist Church. They also 
minister to the Indian villages of 
Venetie, Ft. Yukon, and Chalkyitsik 
Their special prayer request is for 
“native men to step out to follow 
Jesus and become leaders among their

Ricardo B. Alvares, retired, Texas 
Mr*. James L. Ctert, church extension.

Alaska
Btes M. GaraL Spanish, Texas 
Thomas Edwte UBy, Christian social 

ministries, Louisiana
Mr*. C. J. Smith, retired. Texas 
Viotot Stephana, Spanish. Texas 
Mn. Norman L. Harrs*,* home and 

church, Portugal
George H. KeRmar, doctor. Colombia 
Dera th sb Lam, religious education,

Japan
Mn. John E. I,arum are, home and 

church, Guatemala
Mn. Howard D. McCamey, retired, 

Nigeria
Mr*. Bill R. Peacock, home and 

church. Korea
Jarrett D. Rapa, preaching. Ma

laysia
LacBe Sana dees, publication, Philip-

Mrs. C. Frank Thomae, home and 
church. Upper Volta

bln. EmmuR Date MBsr, Christian
social ministries. Louisiana

Had Readme, Spanish. Maryland
Mn. J. Remse* Carey, home and 

church, Bermuda
Mn. Roy A. Fowtar, home and church. 

North Brazil
Harry J. Harper, 9r„ preaching, Co

lombia
Mn. J. E. Jortaon, retired, China,

Japan. Philippines
Mn. James H. Neteon,* home and

church. Ethiopia
Mn. Boyd A. (TNeai, home and 

church. North Brazil
James C. Riddteg, preaching. Peru

5 Thursday Exodus llrt-13
Radio and TV can take the good 

new* of Jesus into homes of people 
who might never hear the gospel in 
other ways Programs “on the air" 
are especially effective when they are 
produced in the cultural background 
and language of the listener. Pray for 
John M. Wilke*, who witnesses 
through radio and television in 
France.
Susan Dtee Griffin. US-2. Baptist 

center. Ohio
Hector llsritendti, Spanish, Texas 
Kills T. Iiabtes, pastor. New

Hampshire
Jimmy Mathto. Spanish. Texas
Mrs. James P. GBbert, home and 

church. Ecuador
Norman F. LyRe,a preaching. Israel 
Cecfl F. Rebervsa, retired, Nigeria 
Mrs. J. Msrpby Terry, home and 

church, Thailand
Ute Watson, retired. China, Hong 

Kong. Taiwan
Jehu M. WHms, radio-TV. France

HaadTbta Gerteir. retired, Nigeria 

Emogem Harris, religious education,

Jerry Hobbs, preaching. Thailand 
Reiji IIIriliabi, preaching. Japan

7 Saturday Eaadm 14tll-l«
The neod for oversee* social service 

missionaries b on the increase, as 
once-remote areas are becoming ur
banized. Efforts are being made to
supply these missionaries. Pray for 
Marilois Kirksey' who is engaged in 
social service missions in South
Brazil.
Mrs. WMam E. East, metropolitan 

missions, California
Guy R. Looter, Indian, Oklahoma 
Mrs. Paul Rogoria, retired, California 
ERto Tenser, metropolitan missions.

New York
Logan C. Atadp, religious education, 

Rhodesia
Georgs B. Brice, education. North 

Brazil
Mr*. Jimmie D. Heaton, home and 

church, Kenya
Mr*. John I. Jacobs, home and church. 

Dominica
MarBoto Kbrhaey, social wort. South 

Brazil
Mrs. Tskahirn One. home and church.

church, Philippines

4 Wednesday Hebrews lil-t
One of four Southern Baptist mis

sionaries serving in Bermuda is 
Frances (Mn. Kenneth) Casey. Pray 
for her on her birthday as she sets a 
Christian example at home and church

Mn. Marvin O. Berry* Spanish, Illi
nois

Mn. Frank DiMaggio, retired, Louisi
ana

Jarvis Hear*, deaf. Tennessee
Evan F. Hatass*. director of assoc i-

•tional missions. Minnesota

4 Friday Eaadm ldrt-14
Reiji Hoshizaki does pioneer evan

gelism in Nagoya, Japan He says, 
“We have three churches, two mis
sions. and several witness places in 
the homes of Christians. Pray that 
we may start ten churches in the next 
ten yean. Pray that one of our mis
sions will be able to organize into a 
self-supporting church by the end of 
1976. Join members of our missions 
in prayer for the salvation of their 
families and the establishment of 
Christian homes."
Amos Loe, Chinese, Utah 
Durso Maciel, Spanish. Texas 
Rodolfo Viera, Spanish. New Mexico

1 Bunday Exodus »O-17
Language missions in the United 

States includes almost 1,000 mission
aries who work with over 75 million 
language-culture persons. Them mis
sionaries deliver some 73,000 messages 
yearly, and over 13,000 language 
persons make professions of faith. 
Pray especially for M 1 O'Neill who 
work* with the Spanish in Texas on
this his birthday.
Mr*. Jim Gray, center director. North 

Carolina
Mr*. Ram Hamm, Baptist center,

Arizona
Mrs. Murphy Lum, Chinese, California
M. E. (ThMR, Spanish. Team
Nonmm K. WsRoce, director of asso

ciations! missions, Maryland
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Angola

church. Israel

Michael Rector writes from Ohio 

ation through German Village Baptist 
Church. “We try to meet many social 

.and family problems through a con
sistent proclamation of the gospel 
pk>ng with personal counseling and 

guidance. Pray for young Christians, 
trying to change life-styles. The one 
great need of our church is facilities. 
We now operate out of a converted 
storefront along with an annex-house 
located a block away.”
Hebert led. Spanish, Pennsylvania

fomia

Florida
Mrs. ABteoa Heiman, Indian, Arizona
Mlrhnrl R. Rector, pastor-director, 

Ohio
Mrs. Thomas C. Nabors,* home and 

church, Gaza
Herbert W. Neely, preaching, Rho

desia
Mnry Swedmtomg. education, Japan 
Linda Tamasbbo, journeyman, secre

tary, Honduras 

IB Tneedny Exwdus 2*M
Jenifred Hester, RN, is supervisor 

of surgery at Clinic Bautista in Bar- 
ranquilla. Colombia. She teaches an 
aides’ class and leads in-service edu-
cation for the rest of the nursing staff 
“Pray for the clinics operating in dif
ferent churches. The clinics take 
medical help to the people of the 
city who need it most and aid the 
churches in finding people who are 
interested in becoming Christians." 
Mrs. Frank E. BaBuik, rural urban

missions. Michigan
James Harina Capps, Spanish. Utah
Mrs. Dale W. Crocs, metropolitan mis

sions. Illinois
Edward F. Hara am, retired. Cali

fornia
Vhvlaai tare. retired. Term

church. North Brazil

church, Taiwan

ligious education. Thailand 

ligion is my business, not hers," a 
man will say. Women missionaries 
in countries like Yemen face a unique 
witnessing challenge. Pray for Mil
dred (Mrs. Raymond) Odle

Mrs. Wlborn F. Footer, home and 
church, Korea

Mra. Stanley P. Howard, Jr., home and 
church, Japan

Charie* L. MHer,* preaching, Philip
pines

Sbela Miler, journeyman, education. 
North Brazil

Mrs. Rajmsnd L. Odte, home and 
church, Yemen

Mrs. Wade H. Smith, music, North 
Brazil

Craige A. Steele, religious education. 
South Brazil

R- Jay Stewart, publication, Kenya
Ruby Wheat, nurse. Korea 

11 Tbanday Freda, 11:11-1,
Ad, Young directs Chretien social 

minielriea for ail New Lnjlaod alalca 
She |> responsible for training persom 
in churches to minister to the com 
munnics promoting programs of 
CSM. and working personally with 
children and adults She write. "Pray 
for the people in New England who 
are blind, crippled, aging, retarded 
on alcohol or drugs, lor children who 
attend weekday activity.; for mothers 
of these children; and for me as I 
determine what God would have us

West Virginia
Mre. Hal B. Benue, home and cbwrt. 

Kenya
Mary Ju French, education. Nra
Mrs. Harvey O. Headrick, hooM est 

church. South Brazil
laama L. Kdhsm, JvM preaching, Ife 

laysia
Ruth RandnB, retired. Brazil

church. Singapore

home-type ministry in Israel. T>

homes of believers. Pray that Get 
will strengthen the Jewish Christen*

Mre. Jerry Baber, deaf. California 
Mm B. R. Ctnb'wm, retired, Tew 
Myee Artem MterbeB, weekday nritb- 

try director. Michigan
Mrs. DonaM T. Moore, Spufak 

Puerto Rico
Mrs. Dmdel Rodrlgwn, SpmMk 

Florida
Richard Vera, Spanish. Arizona 
Ctereere A. ABtese, radio-TV. Frmet 
WIHam A. Berkman, preaching, 7W 

land
Mrs. Theodore O. Cox, home Hi 

church, Japan
Mrs. George M. Fobe. Jr., home tai 

church. Ghana
Maa T. Fuse, business adminiatratiee.

Peru
Richard Morris, preaching, Taiwm 
Marcus C. Raed, preaching. Israel 
Dee C. Mar. preaching Ivmy

Coast
Mrs. Jimmie Spmm, home and church 

Uruguay
Mrs. S. Waywe Wheeler, home aM 

church. Honduras
>• Caawd WMmaa, education. Leto* 

non

14 Saturday Exodm 344-14
Paul and Kay Eaton, formerly rt 

Uganda, oversee an apiculture project

Atnyn, Tannate wWte Dongfas 

md Evelyn Knapp are on furlough. 
Mr. Eaton writes. “As foreign mis
nonaries we Hve as 0tets fa a coun
try not our own; atitt, we mat carry 
oa bnsteem transactions. We must 
meet government requirements differ
ent from ow Pray that Ood 
will give us patience with government 
official* and help us witness as we 
carry out necessary business. We ask 
your prayers as we aaek the Lord’s 
guidance as to where we should con
tinue our work as agricultural evan
gelists after July "
Mn. Ernest B. Atkteeaa. Spanish, 

Texas
Mrs. Larry D. Carter, National Bap

tist, Illinois
Gladys Fanner, Baptist center, Ala

bama
Mrs. Fell Oscar Garcia, Spanish.

Florida
WHtem L. Lanter, retired, Georgia 
George T. Lewis, retired. Tom 
Mktetel MamauBo IV, US-2, Spanish.

Washington
Mre. Paul R. Pequeue, Spanish, Texas 
Mre. Joel Bambis, Spanish, Texas 
Mre. John M. Carpenter, home and

church, Liberia
Fred D. Eaten, agriculture. Tanzania 
Keansth L Were, education. Indo

nesia
Denise Car in er, journeyman, secre

tary. Colombia
W. Alvfa Hatten, men/boy. South 

Brazil
Mbs. Richard H. HaBfapar, home and 

church. India
Mrs. Cteyten K. Hoist, home and 

church. North Brazil
Mre. John G. Magyar, home and 

church, Colombia
Ave NeB McWhorter, nurse, Gaza
Dan N. Sbarpiry, preaching. South 

Brazil

IS Sunday lit hr s wo 7*4-11
Martha Franks, a retired mission 

ary, lives in South Carolina. She 
writes. “Being a retired missionary is 
such fun'” Mita Franks is involved in 
plan* for building a Chnstian retire 
ment center. She also is active in lead
ing prayer retreats. She says, “I 
praise God for these two opportuni
ties of service, even though I am re
tired.”
Mrs. E. J. Cobb, retired, Arizona 
lobe T. Davis, director of associations!

missions, New York
Mrs. B. J. Dter, church extension,

Alaska

Jevtte Getea, kindergarten. Texas
M. C. Mo|kn, Spanish. Texas
Huron A. Pebmc, Jr., Spanish. Idaho 
luMK BudrigMC, Spanish. Texas 
Aguada tonrbis, Spanish. Texas 
Mre. Themm E. Sykes, church exten

sion, Arizona
DavM Adams, journeyman, education, 

Liberia
CBnten M. Asktey, preaching. South 

Brazil
Mre. Dzatel R. Cobb, home and 

church. Thailand
hkrs. Robert R* Camphor, home and 

church. Philippines
Martha Franks, retired. China, Taiwan
Karen Hopper, religious education, 

Philippines
OMve Lawton, retired, China, Taiwan 
WBBam E. McCaB, education, Togo 
Donate W. McNeUB,* preaching.

Equatorial Brazil
Dole Moore, social work, Nigeria
Mn. Hoke SmMh, Jr., music, Colombia

IB Monday Hebrews 7il»-2J
William O. Jones, now retired, has 

served for eleven years as dean of 
the Chattanooga Baptist Bible Center. 
He writes. "Pray that we might obtain 
sufficient funds to finish buying li
brary books and to pay for scholar
ships for those unable to pay.”
Mre. Fred L. Bard, church extension. 

New York
Mre. Joe DeLeon. Spanish. Arizona
Mre. Goaante Hernando Granpeea.

Spanish, Florida
WHtem OUomb, retired. Tennessee
Hereto B. Moaotem, director of asso

ciations! mmtons. Nebraska
Frank J. Baker,* radio-TV. Zambia 
Edward M. Bortfck, Jr, retired, China 
Treat C. Butter, educatton. Switzer-

church, Japan

church. Chile

.—iii,,^,1 enuren, nuuppmcB 

Kong

laatee FeeOre, ioureeyi

hta. Gar, K. BwaNard, home med 
church. Malawi

l7Ttesadny Hstoows B<7.1J 
In a nationwide evangelistic crusade
in Konya recently, some 15,000 da

te follow up on those derisions. Pray 
for Patsy (Mrs. Vernal R.) Weal as

church.
Rmd Rate CatoRsre, Spanish, Texas 
Brenda Area Fsritess, Christian social 

ministries director, Pennsylvania
Mrs. Boren L. Mgdoa, metropolitan 

missions. California
Mrs. J. David Waugh, church exten

sion. Vermont
mre. re. nunw ami

church, Liberi.
Mn. S»M C HB, hum u>d church. 

Thailand
O, tam, apiculture. Indanwia

W. Mmrt FMte, preaching. Ecuador 
Mn. IMtart L- Th^ar, home and

church. Colombia
Mn. loom C. Wpn. home and church, 

Colombia
■adMdna Wethau, mine, Matico 
hta. Vernal *. Weal.* home med

church, Kenya

II Wide file; LeeMew MM» S 
Kathle and Frank Thomae have re

cently compMad language echool med 
are beginning their work bi Upper 
Volta. Ho wrilee. “In a lead ravaged 
by drought. I wide Io chare 
people the living waler of leaue CbrM. 
Thu a one of the pooreu coemlriee 
of the world, aad lhe need far help 
in every form u critical. Web dig^ag 
u a vital minimry hare. Fray lor the 
■apfiaf Canter in Ouagadougou (WAH- 
gah-DOO-goo) and for lhe BMe cor- 
reepondeeece courwe." Both KaMe 
and Frank here birthdeye thle mootfe 
(hen wm Feb. J). Fray tor them.
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J. D. Batson writes, "We are be
ginning our second year of language 
study. Pray that we will learn w*// 
Brazilian Portuguese and thus be bet
ter equipped to communicate God's 
great love.” Mr. Batson works with 
twenty-five Baptist churches in music 
promotion and evangelism. The Bat
sons have seen ten young people ac
cept Jesus as Saviour this past year. 
Roy J. Fsrg—sa, director of associa- 

tional missions, Idaho
Mr*. John L. Isaac*, retired, Okla

homa
WeMoa D. Stevens, rural-urban mis

sions, Oklahoma
■U. D. Batssa, music. South Brazil 

B*a)aaria Bedford, preaching, Ar-
gentina

C. Ray Blnndel, JrM preaching, Tan
zania

Jewel Greer, education, Thailand 
Mary Jan* IlerHn, education, Japan 
TbonMs J. Kennedy, preaching.

East Africa
Wiliam W. MwihsB, field represen

tative, Near East/Northern Africa
James M. Philpot, agriculture, Mexico 
Paul E. Rowtea, preaching, Uruguay 
Clyde N. Roberts, preaching, Mexico 
Mrs. Toby R. Walter, home and

church. Argentina

M Friday Hebrews *23-2S
Almetia and John Cross lead these 

weekday ministries at Oakhurst Bap
tist Church, Decatur, Georgia: a nu
trition program for senior citizens, a 
nursing home ministry, counseling 
and referrals, a crisis pantry, a cloth
ing room, a benevolent fund for 
needy families, a well-baby clinic, and 
a summer day-camp program. “Our 
special prayer request is for volun
teers to work in a day-care program 
for persons sixty and over.” 
MBloa Bryaat, retired, Mississippi 
Mr*. John HL Cross, Christian social

ministries, Georgia
Mr*. Migwef Anpri Lopex. Spanish. 

Puerto Rico
Edward L. Capstan I, business ad

ministration. Colombia
WMam A. Cowley. education, Ni

geria
James P. Gflbsrt, preaching, Ecuador 
Jerry E. Jssergena, education, Hong

Kong
Betty Lirinir, medical. Nigeria
Chari** A. Ray, English-language.

Thailand

sociational missions, Kanam

laysia Florida

tional missions, Nebraska
tension. New York

church. Philippine* ington

ucation, India
Okinawa

church, Lebanon
cation, Philippines church. Japan

church, South Brazil
Singapore

church. Thailand

Uaamd SMe, retired, Washington 
H. Randal Brwdky, preaching. Indo-

through the International Fellowship 
House in Jacksonville. Mrs. Lawhon 
asks prayer for physical stamina, pa
tience, and wisdom.

North Carolina
Mrs. D. P. Appleby, retired, Brazil

Equatorial Brazil
EBb G. FsdbrifM, preaching. Zambia

church, Japan
Mrs. F. Gflbarf Rees," 

church. Mexico

VMa Cattpbsi, Baptist Spanish Pub
lishing House. El Paso, Texas

church. South Brazil 
serge A. Trotter,* preaching. In-

21 Saturday Hebrews 1B>1B4S
David and Arlene Creech l. 

Calvary Baptist Church, Caribou, 
Maine, located near Loring Air Force 
Base. Military families have been the 
backbone of the church but many 
civilians are now being reached. 
Through a literacy program, foreign-

Earned of God', kw while berii, 
t*ujhl to ipeik. mul. and writ, Enj- 
Inh. Pray for Arlene whoee birthday 
h today.
Mra. Mlrhaal D. Irowa. church ex

tension, Wisconsin

Mn. D.,M E. Crewb, church exten
sion. Maine

K. Medferd Hutson, pastor. Utah

tension. Kentucky

Ralph W. Murphy, Jr, US-2, church 
extension. South Carolina

Mr*. Richard Vera, Spanish, Arizona 
Lloyd Whyte, interfaith witness.

Florida
Mrs. WB*y B. Faw, home and church. 

Nigeria
Mr*. Horae* W. Fite, Jr„ education. 

South Brazil

South Brazil

and church. Guatemala

M. Mamie* Marrow,* preaching. 
Tanzania

South Brazil

M"- ■■ WahefMd.- horn,
and church. Southeast Asia

church. Mexico
WMtams, religious education.

North Brazil

22 Sunday Hebrew* 1*32-39
Lupe Delgado is in her twentieth 

year at a kindergarten teacher and 
missionary for Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Bay City. Texas. She 
—i.— ••• « 

•nd I am grateful for your prayers " 
Pray that Miss Delgado will have

cation. Chile

church, Taiwan

church, Tanzania
home art

church. Hong Kong

Gayle A. Hogg is pastor of Meet* 
Grande Baptist Church which is lo
cated in a heavily populated Hiada 
community in Port of Spam, Trial- 
dad. West Indies. The congregatiaa'i 
goal h to win at least twenty-fin 
people to the Lord in 1976. Mr. Hog 
requests prayer for God's leader^ 
in winning these people and for rw 
gel ism activities this spring.
Mrs. David T. Bunch, program i» 

piementation, Iowa

Washington, DC

churche* on weekend*. “Pray that •* 
will find the right place to begin on 
new work and pray for the political 
situation in Zambia Pray that ths 
doors will remain open to the Chris-

tist. North Carolina
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Lynn Sasser, religious education, CMB 

24 Tuesday l^vMass 1*16-22
Ellis and Ruby Fulbright, wk® 

arrived in Zambia a year ago, are study
ing the Bemba language in prspsn 
tion for working in the rural arstt

donesia
Deris Walter*, social work. Japan

25 Wednesday Hebrews 11:21-27
For health reasons, Charles and 

Bettye Lawhon returned to the 
States after ten years a* missionaries 
in the Philippine*. In 1970, they 
began work with the Filipino* in 
Jacksonville. Florida Today they work

S’® 
03 

Se><s?

church. Paraguay
Mrs. Tern D. GaRatt. home and 

church. Japan
Jan* Ude. retired. China
Robert L. Stanley, publication, Philip

pine*

Na

26 Thursday LevMces 2*22-26
Th* on* goal of th* Department of 

Cooperative Ministries with National 
Baptists, according to th* director 
Emmanuel McCall, is “to assist 
church**, association*.

She farms end fishes for relaxation. m
She believes "if you are a Christian, joy will express itself " W

She senses that "people are beginning to realize what ministry can 
mean to a church."

She relates easily, honestly, and compassionately with people.
She's Beverly Hammack, Christian Social Ministries area director 

for the Northeast.
Her story will appear In next month's ROYAL SERVICE. You can 

share the story with a friend by giving her a subscription to ROYAL 
SERVICE.

Use the order form below. Fill In the name and address of the per
son to whom the subscription will go; Indicate that your order is a gift; 
and include your name as giver. An attractive card announcing your 
gift will be mailed from WMU (Be *ure the person i* not already sub
scribing to ROYAL SERVICE.)
Order from Woman * Missionary Union. SOO North Twentieth Street. BkmtnfhMn. AL

Subscriptions sccepted for on* year only For *ubecriptlon outskts the US, add H OD 
for postage and handling Alabama subscriber* add necaeeary kale* tax

ister across racial lines.” Pray for the 
two National Baptist missionaries 
having birthdays today. They are R. 
B. Harris, Mississippi, and Willie 
(Mr*. Lao) William*. North Carolina 
R. B. Hanis, National Baptist, Mis

sissippi 

ministration, Taiwan 

lishing House, El Paso, Texas

27 Friday Hebrews 12 if-11
"There is much to learn of ths 

custom* of the people so as to know

46



cbwreh, Tanaarta

IprM-

WMV IMS-SB, to

•etlufl.

Woodrow WBmu’s birthplace ■ VA 2JM1. HmmBh applicatloi

a* r WMU presides*, says:

write. Charlotte (Mrs. Milton) Emit 
"Pray with us for a continued open 
door in Malawi and Africa, for more 
worker,, and for the continued apiri- 
>ual growth of Cf.ri.tian. in Malawi"

Mr, Irma Diawood directa the

Faralaglon. Naw Maiico. Ska

nal into the Navajo language. She eeeti

and church, Tanzania
reiving training at teachert and 
Preacher. Pray tor Mr. Dirwood 
and the Navajo. with whom the

Hawaii. Philippine,

lotnbia

Brazil

church. Malawi

church, Philippines

Mee. Irene tWaug, Indian. New 
Mexico

to pray for miaaionariae. Um fl*

and church, Nigeria
■•best N. NaA, mission administra

tion, Philippines

personnel who are not listed to CM 
to Prayer Fray alto for Betty 11*. 
Charlee) Alexander. Pent, whew 
birthday coma only once every kw 
years.

church, Guadeloupe
church, Peru

tnt» magazine but not

Civen for that item.
ORDER HMM FOR WMU MAWS 

Woman's AAhsionory Union 
600 North Twentieth Street 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

WMU, payment must 
accompany order Do Mt 
roguest billing. Moke 
check or money order 
payable to WMU. Cedi 923B2), Gewflia, Hewatt, RMs,
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Service, 13M Sprto* St., NW, At- 
tonta, GA 3B3t9). This attractive
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QUESTION: HOW DOES THE 
WORLD COME TO HOME

MISSIONS?
Anewers Every time a ship touches there at a US 
pert where Baptists minister te ships’ crews, ripples 
of international missions are likely te be set in 
motion.

Fat Palmers ef Mebile, Alabama, for example, 
recently received a pestcard from a woman in Brazil 
she’d never met The woman had accepted Christ 
through the witness of a soaman who had boon 
reached by the Mobile seamen's ministry in which 
Mrs, Palmero is active. And that man was only one 
of 1O.M0 who were reached in Mebile in eno year. 
And Mobile is only one of about tore dozen Baptist- 
sponsored ministries te ships' crews around the 
country.

it all begins to odd up when you think about the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for Heme Missions. 
The 1171 goal: M,500,880.

—Tim Nicholas, Homo Mission Board


