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lam free — freeto be human
and Christian,
Free to love God and self
and others,
Free to show my love by
serving others.
Free to fulfil
the true nature of a human
being
made free by Jesus,
who showed me freedom in
action and who made me
free by his action.
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[ am free to become
Christlike.
But thatis a growth process
— a learning process.
And it takes deliberate
effort.

Jesus said, "Take my yoke
and put it on you,
and learn . . "
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A yohe is nol 4 huden.

Itis the wneans by which an animai is
attached Lo his buiden,

The yoke is there 10 make the
burden rasy 1o carry

)i | take the yoke — the discplined
treedom ol Jesus —-
1 can |earn and grow.

(1) learn and giow. { become
increasingly lree,

Irge 10 gt involved i homan
relationships.

to love a child wh:o is vot related Lo
e

to care about an old peisao 1o
whom | have no duty.

(0 doa small kindness oy o peison
who cannot (epay.

1o make a hle-changing decisian la
help a tolal stianger,

10 commil prayer life to an
unbelieving world.

10 commil money 10 lake Lhe gospel
wheie | cannot go.

Bul I can reluse Lo warn. refuse lo
grow.
I can plead nol capable -
nol capable ol learming -
becguse I never did wellin schaool,
bercause ['ve had such limited
expenence,
hecouse I'm too old 1o starl
learning now,
because I'm a woman.
) can ash God to excuse me.
10 use sormeane youngen or beller
educated
— 1 samneont called ta that sod of
thing.

But l will not ask 1o be excused Irom
fearming

1 will learn — *

withoul unudity over what | may
discover aboul e,

without fear of failing

without anger al discavering

Lhe truth is not what | thought It
was,
wilhout retreat when my growing
world becomes tao big lo have
me at its center,

) will learn —

with the deep breath of discovering
a mountainlop.

with joy at the way ail things fit
together,

with assurance that there 13 a ploce
tor me,

and that ) am capabie of fllling that
place,

with conviction that theve Is no evil
in wroth,

with anticipatian af what God is
leading me to.

Learning is a way of life, a proceas
thal takes a lifetime.

But sometimes | ieel the need lo
qive it my special attention,

(o hold It up to the Bght

and see if I'm uslng It far 20 It
worth,

to discuss il with a fiend who
shares my determination to grow.

So. | will da just that,

[ will set some goals for mysell.

I witi jnin with otber wamen who
share my concem.

1 will stretch my Inner belng.

Butlwll] also enlarge my window on
the warld,

my understanding of the global
implicatians of loday's news,

my grasp af the context in which
Chrisbans work te change the
world,

To Know, to Grow
WMU Facus Week theme, Fi

1y masatery of the phitosapl
puldes them.

1 will atruggle t6 understa
hat It's like for a mlaston
unplug her lke
— her ondy e —
fram her American orle
and plug It Into another
hat 13 like to enter an atieg
environment
and have to 'etin, “Haw ‘
do,” 3
and “How much are the

beiore ahe con eam, “I
tell you what Gad can
you.”

hat [t's llke never ta hawe

anyone say,

confront ane another,
hat It's like to have that
confiontation In “Christ
America as well as In 2
countsy.

will read and think snd d
ufll question and probe.
wll share my quest with

will do all of these things
and sssurance —

because | am who ) sm
d God Is who he k.

ke my yoke and pul
and leam . .
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Tim Nicholas

Sheryl Sims noticed that the
only thing one first-grader in her
yroup would draw was the out-
line ol his hand At Bible school
the buy was supposed 10 be illus-
frating memory verses.

“He said he could not do any
thing.” said Sheryl. wha gave
the buy encouragemeni for sev-
eral days. lle hnally drew a tree,
a flower. and his mather and la-
ther

Sheryl is spending two years
in Albuquerque. New Mexica,
working at a Baptist neighbor-
hood center. She is a US-2er —
0 3 lwo-year home nissians as-
signment

“When | was in college.” she
said, "l was always preparing ko
something
) wanted 1o use my talents |

would see ads on television ask-
ing us ta help people  be a big
brother. help the needy.’

S0 after graduation from Col-
orado Siate University, this pe-
tite. brown-haired woman of
(wenty-three 100k a temporary
job as a US-2er helping peuple.

College graduates are ap
pointed 16 US-2 by the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board -
usually putting special talenis to
work, Sheryl speaks Spamsh in
this center in a predomimantly
Spanish-speaking neighbor
hood

She loves children  ond is
sureovnded by them daily. |
really love to 1alk to kids. espe-
cially first- through third-
graders who are really nnxed up
inside.” she said

On the stafl of the Baplist
Neighborhood Ceater, directed

by Frauk Thomas. Sheryl hay
varied duties. She keeps the
books at the center. She teachy
prano and started work on a .
eracy program al the center
after attending a sixteen-hour
workshop.

She assists volunteer Gary
Shepherd with a full-fledged
drama program at the center |
just do the piddling stufl ™' She
warks with kids (fifth grade
through high schoul} building
sets, sewing cosiumes, making
hght projections. And she
spends a “lot ol 1ime picking up
and taking kids home”

The drama group perorms
regululy at the center and in
schools. This paslt year they pe
formed Franklin's Shocking
Maouse Tale at Glatieta “"The
hadest thing was to make
maouse ears — for seventeen
mice” she recalled.

She helieves the kids “have

own in sel-esteera” as a result
Jihe drama prograim. And they
ave bequn (0 Open up more
ath her. “Especially the teen-
ged girls. They feel ihat 10 any-
ody else. their problems are
just dumb problems’ — like
heu boyfriends leave them.
Eomeiimes (hey do not really
weed su answer.” When one girl
xplained 10 Shieryl thal she had
aol been 10 Sunday School a1
he cenler because she had not
been baptized. Shery! was able
to explain the Baptist way o
dmoy things

“I1 i great 10 have someony
with hes versatility,” said direc-
1or Thomas. Bot the renter al-
most did not bave Sheryl

She did not get a US-2 op-
pointment when she applied 10
the Home Mission Board for it
Stie was named as an alivrnate

"
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A first [ was really disap-
pointed.” she said. “I thoughi
Well. the Lord blew that one,

"1 had been one of those kids
who was supposed tu be perfect
— working at a church, getting
straight A's. When 1 didu’t get
the appoiniment, | thought my
life was crumbling

“L bad been under a lat of
pressure betore yradvation and
was wondering what to do. | gt
inlo a counseling group and
worked things oul My pastor
stuck by me | have had 1o deal
with the pressure. Now | wauld
consider going 1o connseling
as a vareer,” she said

By the endolher schoolterm.
she wos asked il she would still
be interested in going 10 Al
bhuquergue  the first appointee
had cancelled "I bad thrown
my allernate letter away ™

Sheryl majored w journalism
at college. 1 had planned to
teach journalism and English,
bul my sc hool changed the pro-
agram reguimng (wive as much
English in nrder (0 be certified:
50 | dropped Fnglish and beqan
picking up psychnlogy and soci-
olagy.’ she said. I wish ) had
gofen more

“As | look back (this sounds
hke a cliche). | can see Gad has
been preparing me for some-
thing | use my public relatoas
(raimng 1n dealing with
specialized audiences Part ol
my job 1510 see what communily
agencies offer and to use my re
poning techniques ™

In considering her [uture,
Sheryl daes nol want to gu (o
semminary just ko the sake of go-
inq
1 hke workmq with people.
not at a desk 1ike the work here
at the center  with different
races and wath youth. she said

Bring single does not hothey
her 1 don't have any conflicts
1015 funny, though. with my
friends getting marvied or send-
ing baby mciures Sometimes 1

wounder if | am missing soe-
thing

“UInthe other hand,” she con-
tinned. 'l am having so maay
changes ininy life - yrowth —
perhaps it is herter 1 do nod have
somebudy else involved ™

When she is away from the
center. Sheryl sometimes ploays
cands with Frank Thomas and
bis wife. Nancy She goes 1o an
oce sl haskethall gaime
witl the yaung people. "1 see so
mdny people at the tenter That
samelinws when T am home all
alone Lreally enjoy 11" she said.

Sheryl's philosophy has heen
developing during her first year
at the center “Once a drunk
came in asking lor lood and as |
heated some for him, he told me
he had been s psychologist and
an anisl. | hegan wondering
abont my place m all of this
whal Jcanyive Lam working all
af 1his ont now

T was i a bit ol a culture
shock when | flivst came.” she
sind Tl saw thaeen- or
fourteen-year-ald pregnant airls
and alcabolic husbands beating
thewr wives.

"1 hnew these conditions
existed bot it ook me a while 1o
understand how | el abouwr ™

Her stint «m US-2 is helping
Sheryl Sims with hee plans for
her future. Pven the sinall things
about her life have been mflu
enced by the bectic like ol the
center {somenne stule her
purse bbum the center donng a
telephone interview for 1his
stony) ldon't know i ) conld be
a member ol a church where |
conld not work m the o
iy around it she sail

She is probably right. Il any-
one is nvolved i the com-
munity. it will be Sheryl

Mi Nichalas i asson
Hapust Recurd. Misae
(isT page
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What Can You Do If the
Chiidren Don‘t “Tum Out"?

| talked o lew daye ago with g
parent who cried as she talked
of her daughter. She ioves the
girl. In her estimation [ond In
that of most who know her) the
has done all she could to help
her child becoms o happy,
contributing member of socl-
oly.

For the mojority of the girl's
elghteen years (at leost the first
tourtean or liteen) If seemed 03
though she were the “ideal"
daughter leading the “igeal"
Iife. Sh® wos happy. Her lamity

4§ was happy. Nothing hinted ihat

) a drastic cponge was coming.
Bul it came and It come thun-
derously.

Communication ilnes are
down now between parents

4

and child. The daughter wllinot
agree 10 ¢ounseling. Oid lits
pohems hove been discorged
for new ones that are forelgn
and fightening to two siunned
parents. Atfection for har par-
ents seems {or removed from
the doughier.

As her mother said. "I connot
begin to Qlve you all the signs
of danger we have tried to
deal with. It Is simply true to soy
that evarything (s wrong.”

Seme psopld would orgus
that for such disaster to occur
thers must have been fquit.
Perhaps. Perhops not. But so
mony parents and so rmony
sons and doughters are pro-
nounced ot fguit by themsalves
ond by Interasted spectaton,
with the resull usuglly being
more poin ond no more heal-
Ing. The foct Is that o present

e onm we lays. When the
nuhes do not work, stop push-
9. That is hard simply be-
pouse If the push (s g last resort
ond we stap pushing. we have
psigned ouBelves 1S no con-
e aclion ence the pushing
gone,

Thot leads ¢ & second
ought. If you €Onnot push a
chllgd toward safety or pull him
oward you with love, then walt.
That's tough. It Is an even
ongser. more gnawlng wait 1o
ot for a los! ¢hild te retumn
an to walt for @ night's vigll
pver sickness ta end, Bul Just as
ere are times when nothing
an be done beyond walting
br g fever 1o braak, there are
mes when we must walt tor a
person to act Walting with
hopa Is all there Is fo do.

And with the hope, walt also

Ith iove. NG matter haw much
you may hate an actlon or @
pottem or an gppearance, da
ot let @ son or daughter feel
ot Is the equivalent of hating
him. Love the parson. You may
ol aven feel It is wise to say it
tepeatedly. Byt ahow (ove al-
ays. It may seem ignored. it
oimast never Is, H there comes
¢ time when a paron wants iq
retum "home" it can only be
daone If the gamble ls bocked
by the strong bellefthat love Is
are walting tother than con-
Jemnation.

Then If you have ceased
pushing, you are waiting and
j¥ou love. what kaeps ripp!ng
ache trom dashing you apost?
Several things,

Do not blame yaursei. We
would reel )i 60 untalr of God to
flay the "child" that ied ond
dld not reach @ goat. Perhaps
Ite Iihle one did nol even cre-
ot the hindrance. We know a
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Carol Tomlinson

situgtion exists. Biaming wha
post s not lkely to be rede!
tive.

| am nota counsgjor. | am|
one person who hurs with
hurt of o mother and het ch
And | thought of the numbe|
modifled coples ofthis ang
thatlhove seen Somethoug
came to me ¢s | pendel
whot | wished ) had scld
quickly #nough or wise
enough.

I think ! would like lo ha
sald some of these things 10
mother. Though they may sel
hQrg, they ore notas haid -
nearly a8 hord — os the ex
ence she has now,

First, there comes o po
when “pushing” does just wl
it Implles. It pushes peop
away. It )s so easy lorusto p
those we love. We do It D

God who has encugh lovs to
make broken things whote, not
a God who continues to baat
and pulvetize the hurt. Accept
that love from him, ond then do
not do to youise!t what you
would feel it unloving ot God to
do 1o another af his ¢hildren.
Lite 1s a QIft tor living. Living
A10ps when salf-condemnation
anters.

Andhen? Live.Find g life you
<¢an live. Find a coniribution
ihat (s yours 1o make and make
It.¥ou have glfts thaineed tc be
shored. Share them You may
nothave beenableiclive allte
forsomeocnes you loved, nomat-
ter how persistent your effor!
But you can richly, tully live to
share your life with others.

That does nat Imply shutting
out the source of your anguish,
it may, howaver, provide time
for ¢ two-way hecling. The
c¢hild may be somewhat
relleved of the Quilt which he
Gimost sutely teals for yaur sor-
row. That, In tum, mgy reduce
the naed to fight back, and
may promota healing. But It It
doses not lead 10 ¢ healthler
relationship, It has al lsast rac-
ognized™dhe worth af your
unlque Jife and acknowi-
sdged your wish t0 share it.
That Is Importont.

Christions have a medel - a
God who does not push himselt
on us, a God who walls with
mountainlike patience, a God
who ¢an be disappointed In o
thing we do and [ove us none-
thelass. @ God wha does not
reviie himselt forthe emors af his
chllgren, a God who (while
walting and Joving) continues
to move among others who
also need his Qifts.

Then, | would |ike 1o have
tald one more thing — with my
heart and my ayes and my
waords. | wouid like to have said,
| llke you. | ke you because
you aore ot afrald 1o love -
avan at the risk of belng hurt. |
like you because you are not

afrald to odmif belng human. |
llke you becausa you knew the
vaius of [Ite. | like you because
your ¢courage has taught me
something.”"

Those would have bean jrue
words. | would like to have sald
them to her. | wouid like to think
her ward says these things o
hernow and then. | suspect she
neadsia hearihem. Herdaugh-
terneeds the samekind cflove.
1o tesl afrgid Is bad. To feal
clone I$ worse We connot al-
ways tackie the tear (4t ihcse
we know. We can almost al-
ways help with the [onelinass. It
we willl.

Father -

When there is a road to walk.

g9 by my slde.

when thete is o road to walk

and the socks are many,

sof my syes maore an tha horl-
zon thon on the Air.

when thete Is a raad fo walk

and tha rocks gre many

and | have no shoes for the
wolking,

help me ynderstond

how healling follows

vleeding and palin.

Help me know. Father,

that the road

was given for walking

and not for racks and poln -

and that because It s so.

llte. not death. Is the goal

whan | tearto wolk.

give me a star.

When | (Glter,

brace me.

When | would tum back

stand In my way.

when | rysh foward
the end of the walking.

show me the toily

But neverthelass. Lord,

don't let me ascape the pres-
ence of iha road.

the reality ofthe naedto walk it,

and the knowledgs thal

haiting is petritication £ -~
and deaih . "‘g \
<

»

and ruin.
Aman

-
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A1 the close ot World War Il some veterans relurned home to discaver
thatt hauses lhey wanied to rani for their tamilies had signe which read:
No Children Allowad. Having merved iheir country eacriticially, the
velerans were diemayed. Somecne sven wrote a aong o protest this
praciice. Concarning the kingdom of heaven. however. Josus putup a
ditterent sign: Only Children Allowed. He said that unleas we hava the
qualiliea characlerislic al children, we cannot snier the kingdom of
heaven,

Thia teaching ol Jesur gives us guidance for right relotions beiween
the races. In children, we aee the openness, truet. and dependence
esseniial 1o righi race relctiona. At their besl. children are noi
precccupied with rank and sialue They show us the way to loving
acceptance.

How can we bacome like liltle children? Jesus sayr we musal turn.
The New Teslameni word used for 'turn” means te change or be
converled. There is absolulely no chance thal we can become like
children on our own initiative or in our own sirength. We cannot be
reborn by ourselves. We can only turn and become like children as we
enter into a relationship 10 God through Jegus Chrisl.

Racizm is o sin al idolatry. It puts race in the place ol God. li stressen
the auperiority of one race over al) athers. To get rid ol our racism. we
muet lurn and be converled.

Race Helations Sunday is o specia) day on the Southern Bapiist
Convenlion's denominational calendar. It ie one day especially sel
aside 10 symbolize the need lor loving relalionships between all races
on every day. Il is  day which symbolizes the hope thai something can
be done about raciem through the Holy Spirit's power that comee from
God through jesue Chrisgl.

The goad newa trom [esus ia that we can get rid ol our raciam. We can
bacome like children again. We can have tellowship and joy and
peace and life with people ol all racea Through leaus Chria). we can
turn and enter the kingdam of heaven where only those wha are like
little children are allowed.

Di Hallia ve Duectac of Family and Special Maial Concerns Chriaan Lite Commiasion
Southern Baptisr Canvention

Harry N. Hollis. Jr.

(Matthew 18:3bRS

Observe Race Relations Sunda
February 13,19

M; Commission of the Southern Baptist Conver.tio




tme”
How often e ‘these words? And how
have we & 7 ‘How many guilt feelings
Wave had @ bl able to do ¥ all. And how
h guilt jod on others when they have
no to-@
Wha ket
onihed
nd trying 0 & f
e merely a8 ayetsm for messuring every-
Ing rom d 5 juet thivty ninuies from here)
o tacks {| Rave twe ot nl irealeg to do) 10 leisure (1
e a (wo-waah vacakien). i % s only & meanure-
erd. why dosa tha lach af ilme give vs 50 much
ouble? Bacaust whaa we hopa 10 accomplish too
sny tasks, tisms cotban ixs be a 100l it becomen o
yrani becauss B Fmafdtures anteality.
As | began ie stidy what it means 1o be God's
woman in tadey’s wedd, God showed me that he has
beinted ma iromt the tyvaany of time. As » rebom
woman | am to oydar my priosities from » sense of
divine comejesion ta all tiust | do.
Gad's promine is “My God shall supply all your need
according o (ke tiches In glery in Christ Jesus” (Pl
4:19). And thist Incladios all the time 1 nxed. Time for
work. rest, recrantien.
The ald axcspe of “alt hae mose tims thao § do”
flls away as we rualise thet the clock gom around
ance every twalva Boms for aach of us. The dillerence
then I« not Jn the amaount of tiene each of us has, but s
how we choose to apend K. LN
Taking Ged st his wasd — that he will supply my
need — | musd ackneededge that rey tine comves Fom
his supply just ue dursly 08 my teoney, my talent, my
file come feom hims. | swa his stewardehip of my
minulen and sy daye. ) mnst approach all thinge
which requive my tiass with the question: la this how
God wanta me 10 wsa thia misste? This day? This
M? » L
To his prowsies, G ndds hia disective: “'Make the
best possible wam s yea time™ (Col. 4:3 Phillips).*
The proper ushibd Giaals tiene royuires mee to go back
fa the firet question raised in this sectay — Who am I?
EVlaabeth Elliotasys it more succinctly when abe tiles
8 chapter, “Not Wia Am 1? bt Whees Am 17 Yes,
oace | kmow I have definad the boundariea
within which 1 enake my chsbose. And 1 am constantly
calied upon to dechia haat | will specid this minwte and
the next one. Rumastedid. § sswet chooss between the
Bt sl the et
In making choless hatwsss $he good and the beat,
1o acuigning gusesiiien, wu nasd ta ask the following

Questions
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1. 1o this tawk o trigy necessasy? Amm | delng it owt of
habit rether than hecuuse i weside delug?

2 [s Giare & better ar » Rister way? Can It be
combined with something slse?

3. Can i b done ou welll, ov bettur, by someonr cloe?
Instand of doing lor the chibiren, caa | teach them to
do & for themesives? | vhould.

4. Can It be postpomad? Maks sure & fe postponed
b of prtorily, aat pr

5. De | have a oengs of divina porsralesion in doing
1t2 l wot, why am | dolwg &2 This yesstion alone will
fes me from many time-suting ebligetions.

H is ot saough te maks cholces, amign priothics,
and thes aasusse that they will somshow get done. |
must plun how best to carry owt wry cholcss.

3

Flonsing
W you fall to plam, ywu plan to lall.” ic an oft-quoted
um in 4 ciscles. 1 think it applies
qually to the Ch y datuip of her
timme, Planning. ba all phases of Bife — kom homework
10 hebbies — Is the hey.

Just a0 a clock is divided into srconds, minutes, sad
howre, ot planning must be divided jmto three time
phases — loag-range, irtermediste, and short-range.
By knowing what 4o comieg up Ia the hture. we can
pace ourselves sad be spared many nasty surprises
and ssbarrassieg lapess of memory.

To Hlusivate: My aummer Includas camping, co
pasy, Scoutiag, trovel, chvrch acilvities, wock, gar-
dening. aad writing commiments.

1 Hat may lang -range dates and obligations on a large
calendar. | check owt wy responeibility in ench of the
activities (e.g., clothing, ixavel sivangaments, tetanus
ahote, ressarch materisle for tay writing) and make a
note of when sod whers | muet have it done.

My tmiarmediste plana cover o shoder time span
and becowss moce apecilic. In the mosth of June 1
mugt dowble up on writing assignments becawee July's
activities sllow oo tisse for them. Yet owi theve in the
future | now | have » deadiine. | begin to schedule
sewing and shoppiag expediions for camp clothes.

Shert-rtange plans cover the current week and
taclude doctors’ sppeistments, ripening vegetables.
bifle to pay, letters to write, lawndry, and those ilems
frach the Intermadiste-rangs plan that have now
moved class ensugh (0 be dexit with,

Do | omrry oil this arpund Is my haad? Abeolutely
not. Inermediste-range plane | write down by
catagorite such as chrch, gerdaning. vacation,
writing, Scomts, etc. Then [ nestl enly conayh thie lst
plus oy bnamieipgs of iha regtine thinga (choir ks
atwsys qu Tinaduny wight, #¢c.] to meke up my calen-
dar ot the wesk. Ax long-range plase movs closer,
they beosma interm eflats aad @ naw set of loug-Tange
pluns liggims to arm.







Wando Botkin

Jom having a terrible time with my weeds. They would not
dore invade my ne ghbor's yord, so they are definitely
mine My nelghbor's gross con easlly be traced to oll the
bluebloods of the gross fomily It sometimes couses me
to think that old saying 1s true - the one about the grass
being greener on the other side of the fence

Weeds are not reclly 50 bod. Just by belng there, they
provide me with some badly needed exercdse Rnd they
are so dependoble | con olways count on them to keep
popping up oll over the place Besides. they are persis:
tent. When the going gets o little rough. temperatures are
dimbing, no rain In sight, | can stlillook for those weeds to
outlost others Fom the plant world

Perhops we oimost get to thinking thot we are the
weeds of humonity Thenwe conlearn alesson from plont
hfe There ore things we can provide just by being there It
is 0 good tLime to start a study group

You have moved recently ond you do not know any-
one Itis a good hime to stort o study group Pray obout it
The Lord hos the supply before we discover the need

You hove decided to stop working away from home.
ond you have bime for some new interests Start o mission
study group

Your life 1s chonging though you still live in the some
house Your children are growing up ond ore no longer
iunning oround screaming ten out af every twelve waking
hours You have more quiet time It 1s a good time to start
o study group

Whotever your aircumstonce 1tis a good time to start o
study group Maybe you hove o speafic type of group 1
mind You hove been eager for further and deeper Bible
study A group con help you ochieve this goal Perhops
vou want to keep up with the mission fields. ond you
would like to be in o current MISSIONS Qroup At lost you
con read ond reod ond recd — then you moy be most
nterested in a Round Table group

An earliet suggestion wos that you have o coffee with
some friends to discuss this possibliity of new study

groups. You may just set a time to discuss possibllities
and post it on a community bulletin board orrunanadina
local paper You might also call several churches in your
area angd osk them if you could publicze your meeting in
their ¢hurch bulletin or newsletter

Study the matenal in AOVAL S€AVICE for eoch of these
types of groups to get some 1deas for your group meeat-
ing.

Start now Be persistent It will not be long before your
group members willbe like the weeds They will be back
time aftertime, ond they wilt thave better whenthe going
gets rough

You do not have to be the group leoder. As you meet to
make plans. you may decide that one person should be
leader for three months ond then onother member will
have G turn You may prefer thot one person be leadet
and choose assistant leoders in the oreas you fee! she
will need help Whatever leadership system you de
velop. it must fit the needs of your group If your group
meels weekly or biweekly, interest in study will be
heightened, its continuity strengthened and regulanty
attendonce will be increased

Your group (an encompass women from severol
churches. You may Fing It advantageous to relote to the
Baptist Women orgonization in on~ of the churches rep
resented in your grou@'s membership In this way, you
con keep in touch with the ongoing Boptist Women pro-
grom fAny one of the group members cauld volunteer of
be selected os the representative ta the Baprist Women
officers cauncil

Inthe next feoture Inthis ser es, we will look ot each of
the three types of mission study groups mentioned
Bible study group. current missions group. and Round
Table group You may neverhove had a chance to belong
to one of them

Study Study Study A shact word thet can mean much

But { must get back to those weeds You know. | just
looked over the fence agoin The grass doesnt look so
green next door. after all
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Nine-year-old Adam loves Angie, 4 lively bionde 7
mention of her name makes his dark eyes sparkie 4
his grin broaden. In December he tucked away g
of tus Chnistmas money 5o that in February e cg
buy Angie & box of Valenhne candy

Today Adam went shopping for the candy He
compared sizes, colors, ribbons. Finally he chose
plam red box decorated with a lovers” silhouette
Shopping for the candy was fun for Adam ard my
with a bit af fnendly banter between us, But we

shared silence dunng the drive from tre store to tiy

Studdard home. The silence disquised sennus

thoughts: Adam quietly rehedrsed a pretty speech |

rehedrsed how 1o have a preper attitude abouty

fact that my youngest was untying another knat inpy

apron string.

The car stopped and Adam stepped out He
straightened the straps on his white averslls ard
patted in place a strand of unruly hair Then with m
body vent shightly farward and the candy ¢lutches
beh.ind bim, he canticently walked toward the e
door | shed g tear cr two

No feeangeverreplacesthe tenderness of firstlow
Its ke a key which turns in the subconscious and
shghtly apens the aocor tc maturnity in a childike wa
we begin to teel incomplete

What do you assaciate with your frst lgve ? A peaty
folded note passed secretly up the row? An
ambitious tallplgyer SINgling you out with the
promise, ‘This home run s tor you™ A sparkiing
diamand " from a penny bubble gum machine?

Where does love g0°

vaientines Day 1n a callege dormitory is a
bittersweet expenence February s the manth awe
weighed by *re pound S0 Sara was surprised to
receve A heavy package marked Cardy! Handk
withcare!” A lovers spat had supposedly diminishes

tre we ght of ove between Fer and Brooks. News
about the size of the package spread through the
dormitary Friends gathered to share in the
excitement of Brooks obvious forgivingoverture S
peelectatitre lastbit at wrappir g paper, openedth
cartor, and ufted out the heart-shaped box We
Jaspen! The box tell apart in =er hanas. Brooks, wir
.a99ed knife strokes, had shiced the heart in bwo -
SYmbo! zing & broken Feart

Where does love 90?

On four consecutive days phone calls revealed the
dissolutian of tour marr gges. The couples acted od
vanations or the came theme of a sad marfiage
Charade  We stuck it out for the chddren's sake Now
they are qone

We were hinancially dependent on each othef

Nowe we dissolved & husiness, also

We do not lave each otrer any more

One tiend sobbed a story of SUSPNCION, SArCAsM,
seifishnessthat suflocated her marnage. With pathedt

wony 1IN her voice, she sighed, "February is a
pmltularly sad memith to end 2 marriage. He always

remembered to give me 3 box of candy Maybe this
month he will serve the divarce papers in 3 Valentine

box

Wwhat happens between that fiest innocent
cantaingr lilled with caramels and creams and the
gmpty heart-shaped shell of a lost love?

Once love filled your prism 50 completely that it
purst in @ brght heam ta surround a very special
someone Together you dreamed of a happy home
Lcve left Today unstable, iInsecure teelings il a cold,
brittle prism

Do you remember diagraming sertences? The
rethad pictures sentence structure. By a diagram we
seadily identify the objects of the verb love For
example. | love Dad, | love tacos, | lcve Amands;
llove God, llove poetry. Of course, the degree of love
vares, but the one word love encompasses al' things,
all p aces, al' peaple — even God Placed amang
many loves is the special tove reserved for a marriage
Fow is 1t chifferent?

The Greek language uses three words to descnoe
three aspects of love For our present prism
conversation, Willam Mulme’s ideas kelp us apply
gros, phina, andd agape to a marnage relatianshp

Erasjisyromantic; eros|syselhish; erog|isisexual Eros,
important -n courtship and marnage, Is the prysical
expression of love. It pravides the romantic
almosphere i1 & home. In many instances eros is the
first atzraction between two people

Eros|is\emotional. Emotians Nuctuate A marnage
based orly on feelings will shift as ematons ebb and
flow Oecisions made on the eros level arg based on
the desires of the moment

Eraslisidencate. L is easly offended Setbacks
squelzh it into indifference

Ercs|needs|adventuse Marnage 13 ot 3 cally seral
of exutement Routire days dismay eros

Philia|shargsjinterasts.

Philialis+friendly.

Philiajinvolves intellect.
Pulaenables rarniage partners to be good fuends.

Thougkrful, nelptyl — philia makes vesng tngether
pleasant

Agape|invalves will.

Agape| isysacrificing.

Agape| syself-giving

Agape 15 similar to Chnsts love lor us. It wills to love
even when we do nat feel like it. Agape  enables ane
[0 13xe the other for better or for warse

These thiee lrvels of love intectwine 1n a happy
marr age How? Unaccompanied by philia and agape,
105 may completely cease When 2ros disappaints,
49ape forgives Philia enab'es partners ta te shaning
Inends even in the abserce al agventure Philia
deepens eros Philia makes decisions in the best
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Interest of all concerned. Together philia and agape
add discipline and loyalty to a marriage. Eros, philia,
and agape combine to warm a prism.

Where does love go — lave left in the frustration of
trying to make ¢ach day more adventurous then the
day betore? love left in the need for more than a
live-in friend? love left In the humanness of a sellish
moment?

Today we bend thrcugh aur prisms some specific
requests

Pray that a couple who needs profess onal
counsehng will admit the need anc seek help

Pray that a troubled woman will 35k the adwvice of a
fnend wha 15 makng daily adequate ad ustments to
budget, health, career, gersanality confhcts,

fray that awoman who mdy 0e considering a crutch
— pilis, alcahol, an affair — will seek othe« solutiansto
her problems.

Shif: the prayer beam's direction ~“Adam, why da
you love Anqie?” mMama, she 1s the most beautiful qirl
in the whole school.’

First Iove presents one oppoftumty far matkers ta
teach adifficult lesson physical attraction andlove are
not eaval "Agam, Anqi2 plays kick ball well, doesn't
she?

Yessur, she kicks home eune!
“You are 3 lucky DOy 1o have & pretty tnend who is
fun to be with.

An ded s tucked Into a young mind With prayer,
quidance, discipine — demonstrated love — 2ras,
philia, agape will emerge intertwined to earich his hife

Human nature has not changed SINce we were
youngsters. We learned about love, couttship, and
marnage from both desirable and undesicable
sources, remembet? Cur children seek a source far
sex equcatar. 8Benc through your prsmr a prayer that
children will hnd it 1n the hame Shyness ociahibitions
protipit some mothers trom teachiag theit chilgren
Pray that the strang cesire o INsure hes cnild’s correct
Chnstian nstruction wii avetcome reticence

Wwhere does love go? far many couples eras, philia,
and agape camphmenting, supporting, balancing
— create an ntimate oneness. And a place to share
the aneness hame

Carvings, sculptures, and pantings of Egyptian
pharaahs and therr queens show their apparent
attection for eact other Inrespanse to Myinquiry, our
quide affirmed that the artists accurately parntrayed
ancient Egyptian family life. Painting to a statue of
pharaat embracing his queen, the guide said,
“Eqyptian history records that this pharaah
demanstrated, not anly prowass as a nationalleader,
but also devotion as a family man This pharach —
with love, respect, admirgtion — always referred ta
his wife as Hame. ”

When eros, philia, and agape interewine, a Christian
woman will create a hame Anc she will be "Hame .

13




| read,

‘ l Did you haow thot Congress is considering o bill to
authornize the government ro take your ¢hildien awoy

fram yau if you ore not domng o good jab recnng them?
The bill is known o3 the Child and Family Services Rct
(HR 2066 0nd S 628) The Charter of Children's Aights 1s
becoming part of the Aet following are three of the
several itgms proposed in the Chadter Cong |

Phoro by Wokowr:

investigate, actl

Rosemary Brevard

lreedom to moke complaints about teachers, pareat
and others withaut feor of reprisals

Wnte your ARepresentative ond Senatorl Act quickiyty
stop the possage of this billi

STOP! Dont act quickiyl Please don't lobby your o

Record. poge 44138 1. Children have the nght to
pratection from ony excessve cloims made on them by
their porents (The meaning of “excessive dalm' was
questioned €rample If the mother or father asked the
child ro take the garbage out and the child daesn t want
to. the porgnts have no aght to nsist upen it ) 2 Children
hove the nght to freedom From religious or politicol
ndoctinatiga (This means porents cauld not 1asist oa
children attending church or Sunday School. It nlso means
the porent could be reported to avthonties for erpress.
ing tumselt & his own home befoie his own children
regarding pohties ond religlon.] 3 Chlldren sholl have the
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g an until you hove hrst checked the truthfulnessd
the information you have just 1ead Just because te
wfotmation s ptinted n o mogozine (of ngwspaope! o
chutch bulletin or mimgographed flier) and Just because
the quotation s from the Congressional Aecord. you
tonact assume that you are reading “the straight dops ™

Many well-mecang Chnstian atizens do more ho
than good alter they read o believoble but misi¢adi
ond inflommotory article Immediately they write tha
<ongfessrnon ond, often. ask others to wnte {or sigf
petitions} too They omit the crucial step betwes
reading about o government propasal and acting far o
agolast It. This ¢ryclal step Is Investigotion — chechliny

lparents — particularly those parents who are

ot the focts, Omitting It often results | action which ok
past Is wosted and ot worst domages the credibility of
tha churches In the gmolitical arsna

for exomple._things wers not quite as they cppecred in
e first two paragrophs This materlal was part of & Aler
nttled “Aearing Childesn by the Government or by
porants?” which recelved wide circulation among the
sligious commuaity The fller wos full of Inaccurote and
sleoding statemants. The Riers generated fMoads of
oll to tongressional offices In opposition to tha Child
ond Family Services Act from aroused citizens who
eglected to chack the facts before writing,

Whot would Investigation have shown? HA 29658 and §
508 did exist. They proposed to help both children ond
king ot

(raady di d. Thus, Cheistlan ¢ltizens who falled to |
chech their facts gave official Washington @ picture of the.
aligious community as palitically powerful but qullible,
corelass, and Imesponsible in the use of that power

What would hove been 0 more responsible course of
action for you If you were concerned by the fAles “"Raaring
Children by the Governmant of by Porents?”

Investigotel

Your letter to your congressman, lastead of dencun-
Ing the bills In question. should have requestad coples of
them ond a complete Congressional Record <itation {(a
page number Is obviously not anough). You could then
hove studied the primary source matenols for yoursalf.

Your study of the Congressional Aecord would hove

cannat, for a vaslety of reasons, adequotely care tor thalr
hlidren Jduting warking haurs. Thay provided for the
followlng: full-time ot part-time chlid.core progroms.
netore and after school as well as summer programs:
sducatlon and consultotion for parents: prenotal medical
cate for mothers who connot offord It to help protect the
unborn: food and nutritlonol services for poor ¢hlidren.
ireatment of medical and psychologlcal problems of
children if their patents requested such treatment: ond
elp fo1 children with handicops or specia! leornlng
disabllities
The Chitd and Family Services Act. Instead aof taking
hild cearing awoy from porents, cleorly stated that “chilg
ond family service programs must bulld upon ond
rengihen the role af the tamily and must be pravided on
o volwitory basis only to <hiidren whose parents or legal
guardlans request such services, with o view toword
offaring famllles the options thay belleve are most
[approptiote for their particulor needs ™
Whot about ¢l the scory things in the fllers? They were
not in the bills. The Child and fomily Sanvces fct
ontolned no 'Charter of Children's Rights” and no one
proposed adding It In fact. the act speafically prohibited
any proctice which would “Iaftinge vpon or usurp the
mocal and legal rights and responsibilities of parents or
quardians with respact to the moral, mental. gmotioaal,
Physical, or other devalopment of thelr children ™
But 1sa’'t there o “Chorter of Children's Rights” and
080t It o the Congressional Record an page 441387
™ ‘Chorter of Children's Aights” was developed yeors
090 by the unofficlol Bdtish Advisory Ceater of €ducation
hut wos never even senously proposed In €nglond.
Senalor Carl Curtis {R-Nab ) reod o portion of this British
grovp's proposal into the Congressional Record la @
Senote debate on another child sefvices bill on Decem:
ber £ 1071 The texe is found on poge 44138 of the
fecord tor 1971, However. that matario) wos not a port of
the 1971 bill ond wos ot port of HA 2966 or of S 826
Someone dredged It out of the 1971 Congressionol
fecord and printed It in flers as "proof ' that the Chilg
and Family Servicas Rct would destroy famlly life

The food of mall effectively killed HA £966 ond S 629,
Bt ot o high price Leglslotors were astounded at the
wild charges mode ogainst the bills in the letters.
Unfortunately. durlng the some periad the FCC and NASA
ware inyndated twith thoysoads of wosted letters o Joy
Ml of equolly Inaccurate charges ogalast @ petition
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led that the quotation in the Aler wos out of dote
ond was not a part of proposed legisiation at any time.
(For future Investigations, remember that o ¢itatlon from
the Congressianal Racoed only lndicates thot the moterial
I5 printed In the Record tis not necessarily trua, becovse
the Constitution guarontees a cangrassman the tight te
say anything he plecses on the oo, true or not. withaut
legal llability. Also, material In the Record does not
aecessarly pertain to anythlng happening In Congress, ;
because Q congressman moy have printed In the Record 1
anything he wishes — aewspaper articles, high scheol |
thames, latters from constituents, Thets is no 1equire-
ment that this materlal be foctual, either Tharatore, the
Congressional Record Is o valuoble tool only if you
carelully sort out the relloble Infarmatian such o texts of
blils ond recorded actians of Congress.)

Anathar responsible but quicker cowrse of octlon would
have been to write or call your congressman. your Baptist
state popel. of the Baptist Jolnt {ommittee on Public
Aftairs In W gton.® not to the doc ts but
to ask whethes the ¢harges you have reod ore factuol.
Since the onswer would hove been no. this opproach
would have required you to decide whether the fller of
the office you contacted wos more religble.

Investigation should pieceds, nol reploce. action.
Thetefore, your Investigotion should have generated o
Ietter ko your congrassmon based oa fact 0nd your own
polltical convictiaas. Youwr ketter could have supported the
bllls because you had declded that familles nesd the
propased sefvices and that the federcl government
should meet the famllles neads. On the other hand, your
letter could have opposed the bills for one or more of
these (€0s0Ns. tao oIpensive: they establish another
Woshington bureaucracy: they ralse poteatial church:
state peoblems If churches were cllowed to contvact to
provide the child-cote services and then lndoctrinated the
children: or you do not belleve the role of the federal
government Is to meet such naeds. €ither woy you wavld
hove exerclsed your Christlan citizeashlp witheut domog:
ing the credibllity of church pesple

As you read your paper, your mall. your church bulletin
- Investigote befote you ot Surely If on Issue motl-
vates you to exprass an opinlan, it (5 worth some time
and affort to check the facts And da not be ongny If
friends Insist on cheching Facts you shore with them.
€ncourage them Insteadl

*Boptist Joint Committam on Public Affairs, 200 Marylond Ave. NE.
wWashingten. DC RODDE
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Eduardo Peol

LAWRENCE WEBB

The stinge« came as they were
getling ready Jor the aHering One
of the ministers said, "If you are not
a Christian, we do not wanlt you 1o
give. First, we wanl you (0 give
yoursell to Christin faith. Ater that.
we || talk money

Down 1o the oftertory, it sounded
like a typical Southern Baptisl ser-
vice in Alabama or Texas. Well, it
didn't have the Texas o Alabama
drawls. But the ordes of worship
was familiar

Whegn the minisler said these
strange words, | looked around. |
was al the largest Southern Baplist
chureh in Calitorria

On my left was my kiend Danny
Sanchez of the Home Mission
Boards Language Missions De-
partment. | had known him for some
lime
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On my night was a newer fnend.
Eugene Wolle, whom | had met for
the firsl ime Friday might as he and
his wite greeted ma at thg Los
Angsles airpon. The Wolles direct
Spanish work for the Los Angeles
area.

Othets in the len o'clock congre-
gation were unknown to me. | was
altending a reguiar service of the
First Chinese Baplist Church of Los
Angeles where Ihe minisiers and
most of the members are Chinese
Another service in Chingse would
follow at elaven

Sunday Schoo! atlendance runs
a thousand or more. about Ihe
same as my home church back in
Birmingham. And they were cau-
lioning some people not 10 give'

Danny explained 1o me that olher
church groups in downiown Los
Angeles had saught to collecl
monay trom Chinesa merchants
who were nol Chnstians — sart ol 3

Home Mission Board Photos

cultural or civic duty for the gagg
ihe Chinese community, 7
Southern Baplist church, gy
Timothy Lin. wanted to put

perspactive as a withess to vigiy
Qur next slop was at anch
Chinese ¢hurch whete Mendars
spoken. The firgt church was
tonese, the other major dinkey
Chinpse Americans.
With the lure ol an auihy,
Chinese meal at1he Mandarin b
tist Church 81 neon, we ate
through the aleven o'clock 4
even though the only words
derstood wera those spoken
Eugene, Danny, and ms. |
sicod the food. (There 1 a
ship meal sach Sunday, preps
on a rotation schedule by
bers.) | urdersiood the fellowsy
shared by Mandarin-speaking
English-speaking members
had preaching at ten and Sum
Scheol at eleven. | also undersa
a stereotype had been shatin
when a Chinese youlh reluss
cup of hol tea, explaining, " wu|
tather have coffee
These were two ot five lang
churches | vigited thal Sun
aboul & year ago as pad d
weekend under Gene Wolle'y s
ance. On Saturday, Sunday. 8
Monday, we visited with (eadend
eighl different language grow
Spanish, Romanian, Arabi¢, P
sian. Korgan. Fihpino, and
Chinese dialects
Each visil witk: Southern Bapi
from alher ethni¢ backgrounda
an experience to savor Most
figeling as we pressed on to all
the man trom WMU™ 10 see "0
more example of home misslons
LA
unquestionably. the most
worship service was Sunday
noon with 8 Romanian congrey
ton. The language barrier was\s
real here as slsewhera. Buf the
hours passed quickly Thesen
ugees from Easlern Europe o
municated their love for Che
through their prayers and i
songs. There was a |ol of mus
with several ditferent people I#
ing Ihe thoir Several solos
small ensambles, and an orches
ware featurad. Hare were pod
with leadership ability who, I
pastor Petru Popovici, had |

pmmunist appression and relo-
pted In “the land of he free.”
Leaders of the stale language
issions 1eam jolned us Sunday
erncon. E. J. (Jack) Combs
oads the language program for
glilornia. Theo Painaik, 3 naliva ol
dia. is Combs' associate.

Each of the five visiting Baptist
aders had a chance 10 speak to
«Romanlan brothess and sisters.
r. Popovici summed Up our re-
\arks after each ol us hnished,
piher 1han interpreling sentence
sentence as the Chingse pasior
ad done | shared our WMU
aichword for 1975-76 as | spoke a
ord of grealing and encourage-
ont "Where ihe Spirit of 1he Lord
), there 15 reedom™ (2 Cor. 317
EV]. The message of that verse
# hard al me as | realized mem-
bots of this cangregation had fled
heit nalive land, many leaving
lose telatives behind in a syslem
het smothers polilical treedom. Mr.
Popovici. who was forced to quil
preaching when he lived in
Romania, regularly tapes mes-
pages ol spinfual freedom which
pre beamed by radio into Easlern
FUr0pe.

Wa had begun the day by visiting
% he pastor and his wife al the
sndann Baphist Chinese mission
ear & junior college campus. We
endad Ihe day with a sumptuous
gal n the home of a Russian
pastor, Alexander Kuzichey. and
his family Again we were reminded
o) the need for faithful prayer for
Ihose behind the Iron Cunain.
Homa and foreign missions
w1 in the work of Elias Assi
AH-see]. A native of Jerusalem,
Mr Assi works among those who
share his native Arabic language.
He lives in Bakerstield, bul was in
Los Angeles on Satlurday.

Farm workers from Yemen are in
be Jartile San Joaquin |san WAW-
aen | Valley on two- of three-year
onlracts with owners ot large
arms. Many of these men leave
halr familas in their underde-
eloped homeland and live in dor-
milenes or barracks an the tarms
Mr Assi gains 3 ready hearing as
he speaks the same language as
the Yaman: larm workers. He helps
them learn English and takes them
10 get immigration papers, drivers’
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licenses, and olhar neaded liems.
When they discover he has no fi-
nancial angle and is really nter-
ested In them, he is accepiled.
Though most are from Muslim
backgrounds. the Yememis ara re-
ceptive ta the Chnstian witness of
Mr. Agsi as their friend Several
have accapied Christ as Lord.

Because Christian migslans in
Yemaen i imilad almosi exclusvely
10 medical work, the fervent prayer
is that these Christian larm workers
will telurn home as effactive wil-
nesses.

Fermin Whittaker from Panama
has led an unusual ministfy in the
LA suburb ot Pico Rivera al Primera
Iglesia Bautista (First Baplisi
Chur¢h) Me has been called on
requenily by police, school offi-
cials, and judges to counse! pecple
in trouble. Teen-age alcoholics,
dope pushers, and "wetbacks™ (il-
legal enfrants from Mexico) have
come to Chrisl,

As Gene Wolle and | sal in the
study. Mr Whittaker had a call from
a woman who was mowving 10 a gily
in Maxico which had no Baptist
work. She wanted ihe Pico Rivera
church to start a migsion in her new
hometown.

Mr Whitlaker was tacing a dec1-
sion about Baptist work in yet
anolher city — Frasno. He talked
with us about an inviation to be-
come church growth consultant for
ethnic churtches lor California
Southern Baplists.

The invitation (which he (ater
accepted) sesmed a natural. (n six
years or o, he baplized 80 percenl

of ihe preaent membership. Sun-
day School attendance had grown
to thres hundred and fifty. Acteens.
with litty members, was tha largest
WMU organization.
hundred and twenty church families
include fourteen nationalilies, with
20 parcent speaking onty Spanish,
50 percent only English. ang 30

The one

percent bilingual. His sermons al-
lemated back and farth, a few san-
tencesin Spanish, a few in English.

In LA, ( alao meil Eduardo Peol. a
Baptist prescher in 1he Philippines
belore coming to California; and
Pabilo Lin, pasior of Sawtelle
Boujevard (Mandarin) Mission,
which expects 10 be self-supparling
very soon,

In nearby Long Beach Harbor
Assacialion, | (alked with James
Forraal, director of associational
misgions. The association has
thirly-seven ¢hurches, sixiesn of
them pradominanily black (prob-
ably the highest percenlage of
black churches in an SBC associa-
tion). The moderaior and the
Brothethood direcior are black pas-
tors, elected becsuse of thelr
leadarship abliity, not because of
their race. Samoan, Korean, and
Spanish work are sponsofad by
churches in ihe association

For ysars | have heard about,
read about, wrlitan about,
about. prayed for, and givan 10
home misslons. But the three days
in LA gave home missions a new
dimension for me as | saw home
migslonaries in 1heir natural
habitat,
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Acteens with shiaipg fagq

marched down the alsles. By
from all Afty of the United Stay
and eighty-two foreign country
cascaded in glarious colors (™
them.,

"0 Zion, haste . .. ta tell §
world . . ' sang the congregatia
Four coupies, newly mppointed
the Foreign Mission Board and4
Home Mission Board of the Sog
ern Baptist Canvention, rea
the platdorm

Then as we sang “‘Give of Iy
sans 1o besr the message glorie

" my heart caught. Passingm
a1 that moment wes 2 apeciy
Acteen — my daughter. Shew
cerrying the blue and green an
spangled flag of Brazil. Our emi
met and she glanced impishiy 3|
her flag. | knew she was thinkin
“"How sbout this! On with |he im
ily tradition. This l¢ 1the Bagby Iy
and wouldn't Aunt Thelmak
thrilled that ) have i “Am
Thelma™ is Mrs. Albert Bagby. ol
of those fantastic Bagbys wh
ploneered Southern Baptisi s
sions work in Brazil. She is Aunin
dackie not by blood-tle. but b
love-tie.

“Give of thy sons give of e
daughters . . . | realized thel Gol
was saying. “"She is mine, wo
know "

"Oh, ves. Father. ) know shex

yours Thank you. Fathes. thi
Jackie knows you have a mimiat
— somewhere — for her Thak
you for dedicaied women who bt
fourteen years have been gulding]
her in missions education. Thas
you for women who have beat
minding the huture "'
Who's minding the future? Whot
teaching your sans and daughtes
your grandchildren? Somebod |
must (ell them God has & misslol
for them

Mission Frienda Laadar
I'm minding the future. | !"“
Mission Friends leader here I
Church. (Nome o4

years
planned for them We use Start
{show a copy). Start Is our own
specisl magazine. l¢ gives detailed
activitles for teaching missions to
boys and girls

ecagnite all ather Misslon Friends
aders In your churck.) We are

»usy praviding misslans education
ot pte-schoolers. We help children

nderstand that God loves people
|} over the world
Pteschoolers two years old and

younger ase In Mission Ftiends
while thelr mathers are In Baptist
Wamen ar Baptist Young Women
meetings (If yau do not hove a
Misalon Friends argonizotion for
this age group. preaent the needs.
Show haw many Rew membera
thia could mean for Baptiat Women
ond Baptlst Young Women. )

Preschoalers three through five
have weekly sessions

it really daes
‘start”’ misslons educatlan for

children. (Share something the
children have studied during the
past month,)

God has used the sang “Jesus
Loves the Little Children™ 10 touch

the hears of children everywhere

Mary Ann Chandier, a Southern
Baptist missionary in the African
cauniry of Malawi, was touched by

that song. When Mary Ann was @

preschoaler, she was a Sunbeam
Surbeams, of course. were
"pre-histaric” Mission Friends
Mary Ann claims her love affair
with missions began during thase
Sunbeamdays. “And, what’snottq
love?” she asked. Sunbesms
meant singing “Jesus Loves the
Little Children of the World™ and
e3ling Ice cream'

Carolyn Weatherford, executive
director of Woman's Missianary
Union, temembers singing that
songin Sunbeams toa. In fact, Miss
Weatherford says that she
remembers  distinetly  the
difflerence betweea singing “'Jesus
Loves Me¢™' in Sunday Schoal and
"Jesus Loves the Little Children™
i Sunbeams.
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Miss Weathertard adds thar ber
Sunbeam Jeader did a goad jab of
helping her understand that nat all
chlldren knew 1hat Jesus laves
them, and that she should teli
them 1hat he does. This canviction
led her ta start digging hee way ta
China after studylng her first
forelgn missions book, Whirligigs
in Ching. After all, she reasoned.
China is on the other side of the
world snd many had never heard of
Jesus. Samebady, some way. had
to tell them.

Many who are busy about the
business of sharing 1he good news
credit missions arganizations for
that invol ni. A Sunb in
Clearwater, Florida heard his
leader, Mrs. Paul McCardle, Sr..
tell the stary of David Livingsiane.
Litile did she realize that one day
that little boy. Frank Baker, would
himsell go to Africa to share the
gospel. His destination was
2ambis in whose soil rests the
heart of his very first misslanary
hero. David Livingstone.

Perhaps you, today, are thinking
Hack 10 the beginning days of yaur
missions involvement. Somebody
cared about your future. Thank
God fotr 1that person, ar those
persons Let us pray for the
missions education in aur own
¢hutch. Anather Mary Ann
Chandler or Carolyn Weatherford
or Frank Baker may be in our
keeping

{Ask someone fo pray for
Misaton Friends leadera.]

Girle |n Action Leader

I'm minding the future. | am 2

Girls In Action leader here at

Church. {Nome and
recagnize oll other GA leadera In
yaur church.] Qur responsibility is
missions education for girls In
grades ane through six.

We think the Girls in Action song
says alat about what we do in GAs.
so we'd like for you 10 sing it with
us

{Lead the wamen in ainging
“'Glrle in Action'' ar houve someone
else iead. Muaic Ja available at the
Baptist Boak Store: 1e¢ **Planning
the Meeting.”)

In Girls in Action we study about
missions. We learn whait the Bible
says about missians. we study the
history of missions. and we learn
what hame misslonaries and
foreign missianaries do today.

Exciting learning experlences
are planned weekly for the girls.
We use excellent materlal. (Hold
up coples of Aware end Discovery.)
Aware is a quarterly magazine for
GA leaders. 1 provides siep-by-
step procedures for every meeting.
Diacovery s the manthly
magazine for girls and leaders It
contains materls) related 10 the
study unit for the manth — &ories,

ters. and games. Helpa kot glris

photo features. purzies, mags, let-




pPlist W

" working on Mi
. — an Individue) achievement plan
% — are included. All this and the
4 missionary prayer cslendar too are
~ in Discovery.

¢ Do girls like Discovery? Well.

= Just read these comments fiom

~ letters 10 (he edinor. Ive Jewel

§ Tucker

% From Texas: *') love Dincovery.
I'm glad you think enough of us 1o

> editor 1his book "'

From South Carclina: ") thank
s you very much for what you are
E doing. Some people would not care
i 10 have the Job."

From Georgia: "'Somelimes |
ish Discovery had a iittle more
stufl | guessthat youwork hard on
5 it, though™
© A suggestion from Virginia:

“Discovery has tho much mission
emphasis."

On the other hand. a word of
| apprecistion from Kansas: “You
. really work hard for God and | just

know there’s a place prepared dor
3 you.”

. A Calilornia GA thinks Mrs,

" Tucker has made “‘that place™ al.

. ready. The address on her letter
reads:

Discovery

God N Twentieth St,

Birmingham. Alabama.

The postman musl believe, (no.

The letter was delivered!
Cne more letter — the editor’s
favorite — from North Carolina:
£ "Our GA gtoupihinks Discovery is
| magnificent. grand. wonderful and
& glofious."”
‘!' Yes. as one GA said. "Discovery
i is groovy and is helping us learn
4 about missions’’
ﬂ. Another way 1hat gitls learn
:\,-i aboul missions is through Mis-
M sions Adventures, the {ndividual
achievement plan. The girl works
on Missions Adventures at home.
Periodic recognlition services are
planned lor gitls who 1ake pan in
Missions Adventures.

GAs have the apportunity 1o

show God's [ove by participating in

sction and helping per-

A et

Leades

sons who have special needs.
fSkare a recent missfon oction
project.)

Qur GA song talks about "'pray-
ing. giving money so the world may
kanow of Jesus' love.” In GAs we
practice what we sing. We pray for
missionaries and we give money to
missions causes,

Going is a result of missions
involvement in Girls in Aclion.
Lynn Davis is a missionary nusse in
Kisumu |key-SO0-mool. Kenya.
She travels 10 different villages
carrying medicines with her as she
goes. In the villages she holds
clinics for young children. The

children recelve medicine If (hey
are sick, or shots to prevent vasi-
ous diseases,

The trip (o Afica began when
Lynp was a GA “The idea ol being
a medical missionary came to me
while | was 1)) 2 GA. |n GAs we
studied about different lands and
diffetent people The Lord began 1o
speall 10 me about the needs ol
these people and how ) could help
them.”

Somebody in Geotgia was mind-
ing the future when she 1aught GA
Lynn Davis | may be teaching a
Lynn Davis myself. That's exciting!

We need your prayers Llef us
pray now for women who work with
Girls in Action in our church.
fHave someone lead in prayer )

I'm minding the future. ! am
Acteens  leader

other Acteens leoders in yg
church.) Missions education k

people drift sway from the church.
This is the age g1oup thar s harg.
est 10 work with. Leaders an
sometimes difficult’to find Mg
churches just give up on Acleem.

However. | believe 1hat we cen
not neglect missions education g
gitls who are in gqrades sevey
through twelve. In our church w
really believe it when we sing tw

Arteens song, "This Is Qur Day”
Perhaps you have not heard our
song Sing It with us now.{Leadth
singing of “'This }s Qur Day” &/
hque someone else lead it Set
“'Planning the Meeting.”)
“Missions should be our (ask™ i
a phrase from the Acteens song
In-depth mission study is part i]
thattack Using our own magazin
Accent (show a copy}. Acteen
themselves with help trom |
leaders plan and present migslod
study sessions each week. Th
year already we have studied abow
India, Grenada. Panama, and J*
pan. |
This spring we are studylny
about home missions We are look:
ing forward to a study unit on (h

rst misslonary. Pl

] have severnl coples of Accent
nat ) will pass around for you to
e We want youto see the quality
{ the material we are using each
anth {Pass oround coplea of Ac-
ent.)

Acteens have an Individual
chlevement plan called Swudiact
itls can treach four levels af
chievement: Queen, Queen with
Scepter. Queen Regeni. Queen
Regentin Service. plus 8 fikth level,
Service Alde. (If you can share on
dcteen’s teatimony about
rudiact. do 30 how.)

“Our God has put us here. shar-
inghislove " Those words fram ihe
Acleen song mean misslon action
and ditect evangelism. Acteens
love the definition of missian ac.
tion that says it is lave in action
Acteens are uniquely fited 10 carry
Christian love Into places of need
They ¢can witness and minister to
persons of special needs. What a
thnlling experience itis tosee a girl
came 1a the realization that God
<an use and 15 actually ysing her ta
share his love.

A missionary now serving in Al-
tica recalls, " As a leen-ager. [ was
involued 1n what was then called
community missions la a little

sauth Alshama tawn. God showed
me that | could meet needs. Some-
how | knew right then | could meet
human needs anywhere he wanied
me to go. 1 promised him that |
wauld. And now | am.””

"lsn't it great that we can give?”
continues the Acteens song. We do
learn to give. We suppart missians
through prayer. We glve to the
mission offerings. Some gitls re-
spond ta God's call 1a missian
service.

At an Intermediate GA camp
ithe forerunner of Acteens camp)
Wana Ann Fort answered yes to
God's plan for her life This plan
eventually led het and her husband
(they are bath doctors) to begin
medical work in Rhodesia.

Acteens also means state meel:
ings. national canferences, prayer
retreats. SMAY (Summer Misslans
Activitles far Youth) projects. But
mostly Acteens is giving teen-aged
girls an opporiunity ta find God's
will for their Hves.

Listen to alerter from an Acteens
member in Sauth Caralina:

“A friend asked me to go to
Acteens. | hated gaing to church
and church meetings, but | went
just to satisfy my frlend

"The Acteens leader didn’t

e o—

strike me a¢ belng a real Christian.
§ didn’t care much for her.

“What kept me going to those
meetings, | Just don't know. That
leader criticized me and the athees
in everything we did. and | Just
hated her for It. But then.  guess |
didn't have much lave in my heart
for anyone.

“Last April after aur study ses-
sion. my leader started 1alking
about an article in Accent. It was i
called ‘Where Are You Going. My
Pretty Maid?" It introduced the
study material about the lave of
God. God started talking to me. | \

realjzed that he had been uslng my
Acteens leader all that time 10 say
things 1 needed to hear. | ashed

God to come into my heart. |
prayed, right then. that he would
make something usetul out of my
life.

“l{ would have never happened
withaut an Acteens leader wha
cared shaul us 1een-aged girls.

“Fd ike to 1el]l the whaole watld
that | thank you. Mrs. Stewart, and
that T love yau with all my hean ™

What the world needs now ig
more Mrs. Stewarts to help min.
the future'

Let us pray now for the Acteens
leaders in our church. {Ask same-
ane ta lead In thiz prayer.)




the Meeting

QUESTION: Who's minding 1he
hoture? Who's educnting 1he chil-
dren and youth in missions in our
church?

PLAN 1
The silmplest way 1o conduct this
is to p the |
just as it nppears on pages 18-21,
amitting the directions in paren-
theses.

Be sure. though, to include 1he
prayer periods suggested abter
each age-level organizaiion is
presented. Also. it should not be
too difficult to secure and share the
intormalion about she children’s
and yuulh organizations in your
church

CALL TO PRAYER

Make small paper diapess aul of
white papes. Write the names af
the day’s prayer calendar mission-
aries. one (0 a diaper. Pin with tiny
sakety pins. As you pass them out.
say: Someone made a change in
the lile ol the missionary whose
name you see on the paper diaper.
Someone helped him or her 10 find
God's will tor his life. A “hiture-
minder” helped make this mis-
sionary possible.

PLAN 2

H your chuech has Mission
Frieads. Girls in Action, and Ac.
leens organizations, ask ithe direc-
17 o1 a leader representing each of
the groups to be prepared 1o
present the appropriaie material
bom pages 18-21, #llowing the
added suggestions in parentheses.
Or. in her gwn words. each ran el
what she considers the purpose of
her arganizalion and what i( 1s
doing. In addition. she can present
specilic prayer needs 1o the Raprist
Women.

It yaur church lacks one ar mose
of these arganizations. ask your
assaviational WMU 1o help present
the organization. I that is impos-
sible, ash‘ a Baptisti Women
member who Is the mother {or

d her) nl a3 Mi Friends
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prospect — or a GA or Acteens
prospert

Present the needs lor these mis.
aione arganizations In such a way
that leaders will volunteer at the
meeting. That would be s success-
ful Baptist Womea 9!

with Glrle n Action {require
women) Ovder these and 1
them. Conslider performing oge|
both of the plays at the mee
Qr, have & play-1eading at
meeling. Later you may cg

The format will he:

1. Study leaders present the In-
troduciion.

2. Mission Fiiends leader {or
associational Mission Friends di-

P lag the playis}ta the
church.

SOMETHING TO DO BECA
YOU STUDIED
il you lack any of the m
izt start i1, or them ||

tector or Baptist W ber)
presents Mission Friends.

3. Girls in Action leader {or
anuther woman) preseats Girls in
Aclion.

4. Acteens leader (or another
woman) presents Acleens.

Each segment shuunld end in
prayer You may ask someone (0
lead in prayes beforehand or at the
meeling

If your church has no children's
or youth organizations, enlist the
help of the associational WMLJ
council This is the ideal 1ime 10
pramnte the organizatians and 10
begin them.

Have available the following
materials:"Steps in Beginning an
Acteens Organization'"'

“Steps in Heginning » Gurls in
Action Organization™"

“"Steps in Beginning a Mission
Friends (rganization™’

Membes Enlistinent Folder {avail-
able for vach age level)

“Mission Friends fer Your Child"™
Magarine subscniption blanks'
WMU ocder form’

Copiesnteach althese magazines

Start. Aware, Discovery, Ac-
cent’

Acleens Sang. “This Is Qur Day™
GA song, “Girls in Actian’"*

PLAN 3

Two new plays related to the
Minding the Future emphasis ase
available; The Future Depends on
It and With ar Eye on Tomorrow.?
The first deals with Mission
Friends and Acteens {requires 6
women. five-ycar-nld child, and
Iwa teen-aqge girls); 1the second

your need s expansion, do 4
Prayer support may be the g
need.

This is a goud 1ime to exg
appreciation to lesders of chid
and youth. How abaut a sp
certlficate. a single rose. ot an
love you™ Valentine?

PYHREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYD
FOR HOME MISSIONS

Share informaiion about
theme for the week of prayer (seen
21) and the merting times.

Tree Mo siate WMU affir
‘Auallable

AL 15203 Price S4an and Awaore. $3!

Diaconery. $3 00 per yeor. singk capy
cenie: Accent, $4 00 per veas. sloghe og
45 cenis Faor subscripilons ovielde
US. add $) 50 Pleage encloss irmicians
Subscrigions accepied lor one o
years: Alabhama subacribeic 3dd 1
26kary sales 1ar

“Available thiough Heapiist Baok St
[s¢¢ nrder tasm p 48|

m;_‘d ission Board ph«

|Ha

Muary Bates Foster

In RuascHvilie, Arkansas, Jack L.
Clack tallis dailly with employees of
Valmac Induatrles, Inc. He vislis
workers and the(r families who are
critically W in hospltals, performs
weddings and funerals, and makes
himaelf available for crisls calls,
He i1 an industrial chaplain.

Patlents and their families who
come to Mayo Clinic in Rachesier.
Minnesoia for medical consulta-
tion often need help with their
Anxigus feelings. practical prob-
lems ofbeing away fram home for a
long period, and spirlwal ques-
tione. B. J. Williamson helps
winlater to these needs. He is o

heopital chaplsin.

£ Leon Johnson, o director of
associationsl missians in Soulh
Carolina, became concesned
ot people in a near-by prison.
When the npportunity opened up,
he accepted the role of religlous
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coordinator on » volunteer basis,
He diacavered that most of the
prisooers had never known God's
kind of love. Mr. Johnson Is a cor-
vectional chaplain.

All thtee of these men — and
athers like them who serve as clvil-
ian chaplains — cshave an energeilc
intereat in and love far people.
Working through ihe Home Mis-
ston Board’s chaplaincy divislon
and a state Baptist conventinn, a

uthern Baptisi chaplain extends
the minisiries of churches inlo
industrles. hospitals. and carrec-
tianal institutians. He works in
areas whete local churches might
never go.

With his cnllege snd seminary
training and experience as a pas-
tor, the chaplain Is able 1n miniater
s counselor. preacher. comforter.
religious teacher, and kriend. He
enlists the help of other Bapiisis

rrent Missions Group

wha serve as volunieers and indi-
vidually irains them in their work.

Let us look mare clasely at three
areas ol the civilian chaplaincy
program.

Induetrinl Chaplalacy
Chaplain Jack L. Clack af Rus-
sellville, Arkansas says: “Vast
numbers ot Aroericans never come
ingide church buildings. so we
must minister 10 them where they
are — at work. As we demenstrate
our compasskon in ministering on
the Job. a0 daubt eur church build-
ings will become increasingly
important as poinis of minishy.
Valmac and | ave cammitted 10 this
‘I will shaw you my fatth
by my actions’ (James 2:18 TEV)."
Chaplain Clack's basic respon-
sibilittes lie in 1hree areas: pastoral
minlstry. counseling, and man-
agement fraining.

Since he minlsters on a one-lo-
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Current Missions Group

one basls, and Valmec spreads

Fotr thirty minutes the driver

geographically over several sintes, poured out his feclings ol resent-
Chaplain Clack finds it difficult 1o ment, hostllity. and general inabil-
coniact as many people as he ity to cope with the problem.
would like. Slowly, 1he tension in his face and

In counseling he often gives a voice subsided. The chaplain sal
direct Christian witness, Mos1 of and listened. but in so daing he
1hese sesslons Involve marltal and conveyed this sttitude: | care and
family problems. God cases about yay as a persan.

A large referral service under- Your trouble is of interest and con-
girds the counseling ministry. The cern to me. | want to help."

chaplaln contacts other agencies

the physical therapy tank al )
hospltal. Since his retyrn oy,
the church continues to nurtyre iy
Christian growth.

Williarson relies on the pray

The driver steod up to leave.

when employees need special help Clasping the chaplein’s hand
with alcohol or drug abuse. chil- firmiy, ke said. “Thank you. Chap-
dren who require 1esting or Jengthy lain. [ think | can make it now.”

therapy. legn! actlon, medical

check-ups. or other probiems. Hospital Cheplaincy

In 1he management iraining pan

Every day some ten thausand

of his work, Chaplain Clack pro- visitors enter the Mayo Clinic In
vides trmining appariunities for Rachester, Minnesota. Many hope
managers in self- iImprovement and for a cure for a terminal iilness;
in how (o better relate to employ- some face surgery 5i1ill olhers
res. acenmpany a family member wha

The chaplain is impnrtant 10 the is ill. Whatever the reasan. all
Induslty he serves hecause people euperience fense and sometimes
who are disiressed nver a problem critical sitvations away from
will no1 perform well on the job. hame,

Also. a lob can gel manatonous.
An employee can ferl baored and
lanely even while surrounded by
bundreds of fellow workers. Phys)-
cal tllness affecis performance,
100. an eslimated five hundred
thousand Americans suHer kom
diabetes unknowingly. Alcohalism
cotls (he naflan’s businesses and
indusiries between 10 und 15 bil-
lion dellars per year rnm lost time,
accident claltms, bad derislons,
wasted materials, and averall poor
work.

The chaplain's concern is 16 use
his professional skills plus auiside
tesources 10 successfully trear
those human hurts that require
special assistance. Snmetimes. all
the chaplain needs 0 do is listen,

m

B. ) Williamson serves as chap:

lain in rwo Rochester huspitals
supparted by 1he Mayo Clinic. His
ministry touches both the patients
and their families. He respands 10
requests for a Pratestant chaplain
and many times becames alert to
Baptist patients when their
hometown pastors notify him.

When one young man was iso

lated with a long-term illness.
Chaplain Williamson ofien visited
with him and his mother The
chaplain discovered that the pa-
flent had nrver made a profession
of faith but that the mother was a

ember of a Baptisi church.
During 1heir ralks, the yaung

patient expréssed many deep re-
sentments. Afer this release and
through the direct witness of 1he

Early one morning a trurk driver chaptain, the patient trusied
entered his rompany office filled Christ.

with anger. Knowing that he would

The mother's home church au-

be a likely candidate for an acci- thorized Willlamson in baptize the
dent it he drove a rig onto the new Christianinlaits membership
highway. he talked with the chap- As soon as the ynung man was
lain. medically able, he was baptized in

ppart of Southern Baptisy 4
letter he received from a friey
noted & specific inferceasgy
prayer lime. As Willlamson Jaoky
back at his schedule, he realies
that at the same hour a patien;
family had indicated n keen o
sitivity to the presence of 1he Lon
They too, had heen praying asthe
walted in the Minnesota hospitl

Wilson C. Deese works with the
Arkansas Baptist State Conver
tion in Little Rock where mog o
his time s apent tralning and &
13 ging fellow ministers ip (u
chaplaincy, He brings them to
gether for sharing sessions.

Deese writes, "My personal ool
is to learn all | can in this ares an
share what | learn with the volur
teers who perform this ministrys
thelr communities. It gives m
great joy fo see a minister gtowit
self-confidence in chaplaing
ministries.”

One af the problems Chaphi
Deese faces is lack of understand
ing on the part of peogle in the
medical professian. "'Though the
often do not understand the Impa:
tance ufthe chaplalincy, thelr sker
ticism may be justified by the
aciions of many minlsters whad
rot know how to minister in hospt
tals, Pastors, chaplains, ai
medics need ta listen to theit pr
rienis and ta each other” Dest
says

in a local hospital. Chaplan
Deese mel Marilyn. recoverin
from surgery and suHfering deprer
sion and loneliness She had 4
veioped emotinnal stress in thetm
years since an autn accident hd
claimed rthe life of her mother.

The chaplain listened to Man
lyn's story and conveyed 10 herth
concern of the church. He toid he
af the lave of Gad. Then Chaplad
Deese enhsted a young womanK

e R —————__ . _____— . -

befriend Marilyn, and the gospel
reached nat only Marilyn. but her
father, grandmother, and an aunt
a5 well.

A hospital chaplaln believes the
“patient is & persan for whom
Christ died; l want him 10 know 1.
The chaplain sees himself as a
willing helper on the healing team.

Corractional Chaplaincy

When F. Lean Johnson accepted
the duties of prisan chaplain he
was cager 10 gel started. On his
first viait he would share the eve-
ning meal at the prisoners' tahle.

He recalls: “'To my amazement, |
tound lhad reservations and Inhibi-
tlons in my kelings for the men. |
raught myself thinking, You fel-
lows are here hecause you deserve
ta be. This was a barrier ta aver-
come if | was ta reach them with
the message and meaning of God's
redeeming love. | praved that God
would help me 10 see them as
Christ would see them.”

Johnson studied the men, their
backgrounds, and their personal-
ities. He discoverad that the great
majarity of the prisaners had never
known God's kind nf love.

Wuuld these men ever have a
chance 10 know the gondness of
lite?> Wha is better eyuipped than
the Christian to convince them af

hape, trust, and fargiveness?

Johngon began ta see the pris-
oner, not as a vriminal but as an
Individual who cauld become &
mature, heppy person in Jesus
Christ. Because af his persanal
experlence. Johnson now leads
volunteer church groups fo move
tram thair prejudices Into effective
witness.

Johnsan serves a correctional
center with a capacity 10 house
ntnety-four men. Ahaut 80 perceni
are young men under thirty-five
years of age. Getling 1o know 1them
an a first-name basis opens the
atmasphere to good communica-
tion,

After a necessary orientation
period. church groups Jaln In plan-
ning the two-haur religious ses-
slons four imes each week. Since
1he prisoners respand well ta sing-
Ing. ane avening is devoted to fel-
lowship, sharing, and music.

Other aciivities include a wor-
ship service and Suaday School
lesson. The fourth, a Bihle study,
Luilds moral and ethical concepts
such as ""Love thy neighbor'

Johnsan counsels personally
with any who respondio the clalms
of Christ. [t takes courage on the
part of the prisoner 10 express his
faith in the midst of a prizon envl-
ronment. bul some witness with
hald confidence.

One thirty-year-ald man partici-
pated in the religlous activities and
heurd the claime of Christ on re-
peated accagians. He began to
think about what responding to
Gad's call would mean in hia life, |
both In the prison and on the “aut- [
clde.”” Fram the moment of his
vepentance and surrender, hia per-
sonalily and iacial expreesion
changed. His testimany has be-
come n source ol encauragement
to athers. H

Why should Southern Baptists |
cantinue to euppart the carvec-
tignal chaplaincy?

Natlanal statistics shout “‘re-
habllitaie the prisaner” to the
Christian. Nuring a typical one-
year periad, 204,349 people were
contined in federal and state pris-
ons. Of those teleased, 65 percent
will be arrested aqain tor addl-
tional crimes.

Na human life (s beyond the
coacern and compession of the
Chriatian witness. As the most
likely graup of peaple to be over-
lacked and dinregarded. prisaners
need to experience — through
Chrlstlan people — the love and
care God has for them.

Jesus said, “ ‘I was. . ingrisan
and you vislted me | tell you,
Indeed. whenever you did this for
nne of the {east Impariant of these
trothers of mine. you did it far
me!" * (Mart. 25:36, 40 TEV)

Planning the Meeting

AIM- At the ¢lose of this meeting.
¢ach member should be able to
explain how the civilian chaplain
bécomes an extension of a church’s
ministry In peaple away from
home

PLAN 1

Inttoduce the study 1opic and
divide members intn three small
gloups. Assign one of the thtee
¢vilian chaplain ministries 1o each
d1oup. Ask them Lo search far an
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answer to 1he questian: How does
the chaplain became an extensian
of a church’s minlstry 1o peaple
away from hame?

Allow ample time far members
to talk in groups ahout their an-
«wer. Reassemble, calling tor re-
parts fram each group

Summarize the reparts and
draw out con¢lusions hy asking:
What caa Baptlst women da to
assist in the chaplaincy ministry?
(See additianal suggesflans In

Follaw-Thraugh ta Study. belaw.)
Close with sentence prayers.

PLAN 2

Before the meetlng, make these
assignments ta individual mem-
bers:

1. Write a paraphease of
Matithew 25:31-46. {A paraphrase :
is a resiatement of a passage In
ane's awn words — retaining the ‘
original meaning but in a different
farm.)
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2. Ordes the leafiet "Chaplaincy
Ministries,” free from Home Mis-
sion Board Litesature. 1350 Spring
Si1.. N'¥, Atlanta. GA 30309 Read
the Jeaflet and prepate to mnswer
two questions: Whai are the cbjec-
tives of the Chaplains Commis-
sion? What are 1he qualifications
for the chaplaincy? (Seepp. 9-111n
the leaflei )

3. Prepare to present the content
material In ROYAL SERVICE. Three
women could do this.

4. Provide a copy of the following
work sheet fo1 each member.

True or talse?

L. The Chaplains Commission
seeks to recruit gualified chaplains
and grant to them denominational
endorsement. -

2. An ordained minister qualifies
(0 be & chaplain only i he has
twelve years' experience as a pas-
tor.

3. All chaplains are missionar-
ies

4. The chaplains ministry 15 an
exiension of the church.

5. A chaplain is only concetned
with group counseling.

Fill in the blanks:
1 A chaplain works in areas
where the local _
might never go.
2. Somelimes while counseling.
all a chaplain needs to do is

3 A chaplain relies on the
support of South-
e¢rn Baptists,

4. The min-
Istry is 1he first concern of the
hospital chaplain,

5. A correctional chaplain dis.
covered that most prisoners had
never known God's kind of

Underline 1he answers:

1. A chaplain regards ali people
85 being: (a) sick (b) criminals {c)
persons of value (d) busy

2. A chaplain must be o: {a)
doctor (b} minister {¢) teacher (d)
queard
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3. An indusirial chaplain
strengthens the work of: [a) 1he
local church snd its pastor (b) the
family doctor (c] the prisoner

4, The chaplain of a correctional
Institution {1 responsible for: {a)
entenalning the prisoner (b)
preaching in the local church (c)
training church volunteers

5. A hosplital chaplain responds
10 the call af: (a) people of all
denominations (b} only Southern
Bapiists ic) only those who are
critically 1l

Answers to work sheet:

Trueorfalse: 1 T2 FITAa T
5 F

Fill in blanks: 1. church. 2. lis-
(en. J. prayer. 4 healing. 5. love

Underline:1.¢,2.5,3.a.4.¢,5. 2

In (he meeting distribute work
sheets and ask members 10 lank
over the gquestions.

Read as a monologue the Scrip-
ture paraphrase.

As assignmenis are discussed,
ask members to hisien for answers
and mark thelr work sheets.

Check the answers and allow
time for discusslon.

PLAN 3

Invite & Baptist chaplain who
serves industry, hospitals. or cor.
rectianal institutions to discuss his
work with your group. Your pastor
ot the ditectot of missions for your
local association may be able to
help you with this information

Ask members 10 read the mate.
vial in ROYAL SERVICE betore 1he
meeting and make a lisl of ques-
tions lor the chaplam 10 answer
Discover rom him ways Bapiisi
women could assistin bis ministry.

If the chaplain cennot atiend
your meeting. arrange & persanal
Interview and recerd his message
on tape Gather llsts of questlans
from members before the Inter-
view: orgsnize the guestions ¢o
that the chaplain's answers can be
clear and meaninghul

FOLLOW.THROUGH TO STUDy
Check with a loesl chaplain e

fore planning projects.

1. Care for personal laundy

needs of hospital patients whoy
familles live out of town.
2. Provide Bible story and o

dren’s books for a day-care iy
sevving & local industry or b

ness. Or, offer transportation 1o
doctor's office for children who wy
sick and whose parents must worg,

3. Provide specinl-occasioq

cards (birthday. Christmas, vele
1ines) for prisoners 1o send to ther

famllles. Prepare tebeshmens i
the prisoner’s fellowship and son
service. Equip » room within ti
prison with magazines snd boal
for the prisoners to vead. Buyi
year's subscription to a magarm
to be sent to your local peison.

CALL TO PRAYER

Give each person the name ofs
missionary with a birthday rodm
{see pp 42.48). Each one ol them
missionaries in his own private
prayer life today will be prayiyg
specifically for his own persoml
needs. for his family's. for nea
Christians, iot people 1o whombe
is witnessing. We want thel
prayers to be our prayers laday.
Concentrate on (hat desire and
express it quietly and simply o
God now.

PREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYER
FOR HOME MISSIONS

Share information aboul Ih
theme for the week of prayer (seep
21) and 1he meeting himes.

‘ - -

Mo lite wés complicated hd

day Meyfald the first stone In
ha tawigl ol Babel' Yet ian-

numbeat In parentheses after
each language Indicales the
Aumber of listed countnes with
which the languoge can be
maichad.)

Answers. 1.11.2 rv.y. 1 3 k;
4hh 5.q:¢6.1.7.¢cc.8.p.qQ.dd.
Pnn10.b.e,k 0.0 2.6C. M kK,
Issi11. 1, m, s bb, 11,12 d.11;13.
99.14. 115 16 u17. wi18.x:19.
§5:20 b 21. q.dd. 22 o0; 23
kk.2d4.0.g @a,|:25.hh:26 n
21 kk;28.¢,h, I.], n, @4, gg. hh,
mm. 29 w, pp: 30 1; 3. 00, 32
qqQ. 33 H
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German {2)
Guaroni (1)
Hausa (1)
Habraw (1]
Japonesa (1]
Klkuyu 1]
Kotaan (1)
Luganda (1]
Malagasy (1]
Malay {2)
Mandatin (1)
Ndebele (1]
Portuguess (4)
Quechugo (1}
Quichl (1)
$hono (1)
Spanish (9]
Swohi (2)
Tagaiog (1)
Talwonese (1)
Thal (1)
Yoruba (1)

COUNTRIES

a Angola

b Anliguo

c.  Argenting

d  Austrio

a. Bahamas

1 Bongladesh
g PBrazll

h  Chlie

. Celembia

] Dominlcan Republic
k. Ethlepio

\ France

m. Guodeloupe
n Guatemala
6 Guyona

p  Hong Kong
qQ Indonesia

1. Israal

$ Ivary Coasl
1 Jamalca

u  Jopan

v Jordan

w. Kenya

x Karea

y. Lebanon

F4 {Iberla

aa Mocoo

bb. Madogascar
cc Malawl

dd. Malaysla
86 Maxico

ft.  Nigetla

gq Paraguay
hh. Pery

1. Phllippines
|l. Porugal
kk. Rhodesla
Il.  South Wesl Attica
mm. $pain

nn. Sunngm
0o. lalwan

pp ‘onzania
qq Tholland

. Togo

s5. ugandg

L Yemen
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Did uﬁ e vec
the werds stampad on th- oD~
velope: “Urgemt -~ Raply Re-
quasted”’? Uswelly the specldl
notios tume out to be aetiing recm
thas a promoticas) glesasich.
But occasionally she words re-
mind the receiver of e invitation
. variooked, an ohligation overdus,
or & deadiine ummet, Ju such cases

- "-vhly"ul.nlllnh-

.dnhlnuu. ha 2aid sharply,
" “Asyowe who starts to plow and
then koepe looking back Ja of no
wne for the Kingdom of God” {Luke
9:62 TEV).

Im thia month's study we
examine the nature of this Lmpere-
tive an tt Iy reflecied In four of
Joeus’ parables.

the words “"urgent — reply re- Radical Newnesa of the King-
Questad!”’ tuke om &a impernthe dom (Matt. h116-17)
natute. Eltoa Trosblood wrgues that the
Such an Impergiive charac- best way todey ta axplain the twin
ned Jesus' 2 nsounceusant of his parahles of the new paich on the
lsgdom. The Futher® di old  and the new wine in
tonal of his weyward old wineskiifa s (o tranalate the
sona declares the opxamass of the 1anching Into u parable about an-
gospel (recall laat memth's study), thiothcs. Whan you have & sevare
bt we Mt never Joavgthe lmpres- Ulness a small dose of panicillln

tion thut ihe Father Ja n passfve
Bgure who does not cars wheth

lml-mrdllmlhhg You have 10

or not his sons cosss home. The
seriousness of the gueped ks poder-
lined by the alder san's refysal to
come Inic the howss and hiy con-
sequent nel-exile.

desus wae seriows abowt his
ciaim on all who heard hia call.
“Follbw me"” wan s command
which made no allowmnce for a
wavering responss. la e wan who
wonld delay disciplesiip by dervi-
ous politeness (“firml 404 me go and
bury my father”), Jemm anwwered
plainly, “Let the domd buxy thetr
owm dead. You go apd prasch the

Inlgter a ive dowe 10
kaock out the viroa. So
tha change which Christ called hia

inllowers ta make muat be a radl-
cal change.

These two vignettes are set in a
shuation which gave them great
Impact. Jesus wan eating with tax
collactora and sinners. Boih
groups were conzidered by the
stricy, tradition-observing Pha-
risees ta be unfit for kriendahip or
sacial compacionship. After all,
isn't ane known by the company
one Lespn? Tax collectors, of
course, were defbled persona be-

Urgent —
Requested!

L. D. Johnson

P by

28

——

camse they smgocisted with g
Romen Gentiles and. even
collected customs feeq foy
Romsn governmant. Sinnerg
those Jews who, for whaig
caune, fuiled 1o cbeerve the o
monisl law.

Not anly was Jesus b
criticlzed by the Pharisees for
socia) contacts, Matthew repg
but he was also questianed »
hia Bilure to instruct his dise
to fast regularly. Fasting ama
the Jews wan not » heavy burd
according to tha Law. One
required to fast only aneday ayy
the Day of Atonement. Bt
Pharisses had made It a test
devotion, fasting at leagt one
sach weak, many of them
two days a week. The jolio
dohn the Baptist had

as to creale 3 worze sltuatian
an existed when the garment
ad a hole in it. When next washud,
he garment would be torn woree
han it was betore patching by the
hrinking snd tearing away of the
patch.

The kingdom is not n patch: It is
new garment. Jesus surely did
ot despise his religlous heritage,
vt revered it. He had not come, he
once declared, 1o do away with
e Law of Moges and the ieach-
ngs of 1he prophets ... but o
make their 1eachings come true!”
Matt. 5:17 TEV). But to fullil! the
urpose of his Father he could nat
“patch up" the religinus system
hat had emerged amang God's
hosen people. Something mare
adical than reform was called for
was 8 new beginning with Gad.

similar practice. he essence of the kingdom was
debus’ reply to the crié of repalr of the old garment of
about ineting wae that his disd ghtecusness by works but claim-

ware eajoying a thma of rejoich
was lika a wedding fonst, ha
(Matt. 9:18), The weddi
tivitiay went on for an antire
the bride nhd groom being il
by all the tamily and friends
far and near. Wha would be
thoughtless as to apoll the o
slon by talking abotri somellin
sad or marbid? Time enoughly
serous talk later an. Thia we
asla occaslon. [n other wardy!
kingdom has come and, as o
wedding icaat, it 1a time to
brate. Something new han

God'a giit of the new garment of
teovaness through faith.

The pla of the wineski

nakes the same poimt by waing
nother figure famillar in every
rst-century Jdewinh hawaahold.
Wine was kept in cantainers made
ol animal skins. Whem the wine
as [irst poured In altar belng
queezed fram the grapes It was, of
outse, unfermented. Ay tha |wice
ecame fermented It expanded,
tmanding some ragillancy from
wineskins. Byt as thase got

w they became dried and hard,

pened. "“Things as usual
Inappropriate reaponse to i ik mota vainsiabie to helon
irei by the expanding cantents of

newnesa.

That led Jesua to Ubestrad
newnesa by two simple par

The new patch ona the ol
ment was probably mors mend
ful ta people In times when
patched and patchad their ¢

e fermenting wina. A wise
ousehaldar puwt his aew wine in
nt which still had some Rexibil-
. Otherwioe thare might be a
pture in the winegkin, both skin
d wine baing lost.

Ad of the old ia

— — —_—— R

was fully aware ol the import of his
teaching “l did ot came to tuing
peace, but g sword” (Mart, 10:34
TEV). That sword would divide
families and househalds, for some
wauld embrace the kingdom while
others would cling to the old forme.

Thanks to Luke, we have a
camment of Jesus immediataly
tallowing the twin parables of the
paich and the wineskins which
suggests 1thai he expecied resls-

tance. "And no one wants new wine
atter drinklng old wine; for he aays,
‘The old wine is hetter’ ™ {Luke
5:39 TEV).

Samebody has said that the
“'seven last words™ of the church
are apt to be. ““We never did it 1his
way before.” Mosat of us resist
change, especially il we have been
comiortable with the status quo.

Think of some of the ways in
which the gonpel acts as unshrunk
cloth or new wine. requiring more
than ndaptation. Congider the de.
cislon 10 become a Cheistlan in the
first placa. A secondhand tradition
won't do. Ona can *']Join the
church” or “get baptized,” bul an
enconntar with the [ving Lord ls &
lifs- :hln‘Ing experience. The
rapid growth of Christi
emphasizing conversion rathar
than “Joining the church” may
refiect the bankruptcy of a Chris-
Hanity which has bacome an ok,
warnaut garment or a brittle
wineskin,

Look st the large number af ia-
novativa expressions which are
emarging on avery hand: the
"hause church” whare s smail
group mests In saaeone’s home;
the “‘church without walls' where
a graup daclines to own real estats
but to be the church In the world;
'M - i -_l ! e i.
which man Ilbd!l ozdination do

lar work as & maane of il

putting patches o
patches. $o Jesus' day t will
turned that sew cloth wa
shrunk. Thatefor, to sew o 5
new clath sa a pateh on
garmant shruak by masy w

posaible, for it la unable to mest
deronnda of the kingdom. Tha
wine of the gospel will burst
ald forme that have grown
d, brittle, and unylelding. Jasua
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ing their calling to minister. Soma
of thiz may be new wine bursting
the old wineakine ma it has hap-
pened bafora, such as in the Ref-

tion, the Wasley ival In

England. the frontler revivals in
America.

Perhaps you can s¢e other ways
in which the newness of the gospel
{6 hreaking thraugh in aur day. The
paint is thal we must be alert to the |
possibility that Gad Is breaking up ‘
some of the old forms which we
have identified with the nature of
his purpase. Gad is summoning his
people to respond 10 the needs of
this present age with the change-
less gaspel expressed in forms
which people of the space age
uaderstand.

Change is teasion-producing,
and rapid change heightens anxi-
¢ly beyond the tolerance level af
many. But rapid change is the
peculiar mark af aur time. Une has
two options — either to be “aut af
it ot learn to llye in I1. The
churches can scarcely afford ta be
“out of I" far the Lord is not. [} we
hope to minister in his name we
shall have to be preparad for the
bursting of some old wineskins in
soclely. in 1the chuech, and in aur-
selves.

Costlimass of the Kingdom

(Mast. 13:44.46)

If Gad's kingdom is charac-
terized by & vadical break with the
customary and the comlortable. it
iz also charactevized by caqiliness.
It requires tatal commitment.

As tha new cloth and the new
wine ura twia parables, o are the
paxables of the trensure in the fleld
and iha pearl of graat price. As In
thw fitst pale of parables, Jeaus
gives two Mwstrations of the <ame
principle. Bt in these 1wa he does
moce. Ha sbows us that peaple do
not all come nta the kingdom from
the same ditaction. Thia Is not to
eay that nse may believe anything
oma chosses and call it faith In
Christ. It ia {6 recognlee that we
can neither impoge aur farm aof
falth on anather nar accept
anather’s form of falth as the narm |
for us and nthers, '

See thia truth in the parables.
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The Hrat describes a farmer plow-
Ing a field and quite tedly

The irwth which binds both par-
ables together Ig that the kingdom

turning up a treasure buried in it.

s no pari-time proposttion. i costs

Quickly ¢ Ing the tr e, In
his joy he sells all that he hae and
buys the fleld (Matt. 13:44). With
all his hesrt he wanis it — a prire
he had not worked for, 8 bonsnza
for which he had not searched. But
he knows he has found something
of supreme worth and he has to
have it.

The other vignette is that of a
pearl merchant who finds one
pearl of sublime beauty and uhl-
mate value. Again, he “goes and
sells everything he has, and buys
he pearl” {Mate. 13:46 TEV). Un-
ike the plower of the field, the
pearl merchant's discovery was not
an sccidemt The plower wasn't
plowing for treasure buried in the
lield: but the merchant was a
dealer in pearls, always driven on
by 1he hope of finding the ultimate
In luster, size, and beauty. Some-
day he would find it. this pearl of
pearls. Then one day he did. and he
gladly cashed in everyihing he had
in order 10 possess it.

Peaple ““find” 1he kingdom in
their own uniqueness. some only in
1he depth of crisis, others oul of life
relatively unacquainted with grief.
Some come with a great burst of
emotion: others quietly, gently,
confidently, Some are over-

helmed by their experience, like
Saul of Tarsus knocked down and
blinded; others take 1he leap of
faith with little trauma, having
never seslously considered not
doing so.

To deny that people ¢ncounter
Christ in ways unfamiliasr to our-
selves is to limit him 40 our under-
standing. We simply do not know
all about how the Holy Spirit goes
about encaountering people People
have been confronted by the Divine
Stalker in all ways. from the plower
who just stumbled on the treasure
to 1he peart merchant who was an
earnest seeker never satisfied with
a mediocre pearl.
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everything. The plower musi sell
all to buy the field. The pear) mer-
chent must surrender oll lesser

will be given eternal INe" (My
19:29 TEV). A hundred to one .|
that 1s a handsome return on g
investment. Remember iy
nelther the farmer nor the pend
merchant was farced into i
t tion he made. Each ay

eagerly. Who wouldn't for men
tressure than he ever dreamy
isted? Wha ”"lﬂl'ﬂ'ni

pearls. All clutching of tr
squirreled away somewhere a¢
P i gainst misf has
10 cense if one hopestop the
All devotion ta

ap;‘roxlmme penrls of truth and
wisdom must be ylelded up as the
price of obtaining the supreme
pearl.

This |s the note often missing
from our presentstion of the gos-
pel. We fall to communicate the
cost of discipleship.

A verse in the Old Testament
puts this tiuth on the line: *“You will
seek me and find me: when you
seek me with all your heart, | will
be found by you. says the Lord . .
{dev. 29:13.19 RSV). Natice "with
al) your heart™” Anybody who has
ever said to another persen, 'l love
you with all my heant’’ knows what
that eupression means.

The restlessness of our age. the
new forms of Easiern religions, the
ceaseless search of the young for
meaning — all these indicale 1he
bankruptcy af much of our culture.
Peshaps the Divine Staller is after
us. Shall we play hide-and-seek
with him, seeking fo protect our
little treasures, our imitation
pearls? If w¢ meet him and own
him as Lord, what will it cost? How
will we have to change? What val-
ues will we have to abandon, and
what embrace? What behavios al-
ter? What character traits change?
What rupfured relatlonships mend
and which ones give up?

One other thing is spoken by
these two simple parables: the
kingdom Is worth far more than
anything It might cost. How often
Jesus spoke ofthis! "And every one
who has left houses oy bratheys or
sisters or father or mather or chil-
dred or fields for my sake, will
receive a hundred times more, and

timate pearl? The emphasis cf1i
gospel Is not on whet we give
but on what God gives. It Inoa
what we lose, but what we find.

Sharieg the Kingdom's 61

(Matt. 18:23.34)

What is God's grestesi gifi tow’
Surely 1t is his forglveness an
ascceptance. The supreme gift on
be restored as sons and daughte
by a Fatherly love which is neve
alienated by whatever rebellionw

storlan of the first century A.D.)
he tota!l annual amount of laxes
oliected by the Romen goveen-
nent from all Palestine wae elght
hundred talente. This dlave owed
welve and a helf times as much! In
bur money. ten thousand talente
ould be sbout 20 milllon dollass,
{idy sum for any private cltizen to
pwe. much less a slave who had no
Igius. not even to the shirt on his
hack. it would have been difficult
por Jesus’ llsleners 1o suppress
heir laughter.

The second touch of humor ls
he servani's response when told to
Ipay up: * ‘Be palient with me,’ he
begged. "and ) will pay you every-
hing!" " What incredibie gell!
[How could he ever pay a fraction of
such » deb1? It would be compara-
ble to my writing the President and
elling him not to worry about the
tional debs, that | myself would

have ¢ itted Inst It.

But such a gih cannot get i om
hands if they are tightly clenche
fists balled up by hostility, The
hardest thing for most of us to giw
up is reseotment agalnst othe
Forgiveness of others is an een
tial response of the one who kaow
himself ta be forgiven by God

Jesus had more 10 say about thi
than about heaven. "But I you d
not forgive others, then your Fr
ther in heaven will not forgive th
wrongs you have done”’ (Mat. &1
TEV). God cannot forgive the w
forgiving because forgiveaei
1akes two. I | stand cluiching
grievance in both hands how cM
God pul the gifi of his fovglvim
grace in them?

The parable of the unforgiving
servant makes this cruclal pokt
and does so with the hilariew
absurdity which Jesus sometime!
employed to make truth mematx
ble. A servant owed a king #!
thousand talents, which Is the i
absurdity. No slave could posabh
accumulate such a debt. To putdit
perspective. consider that {accent
ing 10 Jasephus, a famous Jewis

pay i1.

The third absardity in this story
lollows the king's act of cancelling
the debt. Relieved of his unpayable
obligation, the servant goes out
and seizes by the throat a fellow
servant who owes him a hundred
denarli {about twenty dollars, or
one-millionth of whar he himseli
had owed), saying viciously. “Pay
me!” Twenty dollars due, and 20
million dollars forgivent The poor
victim of such Inhuman callous-
ness makes the came plea for pa.
tience this despicable character
had made 1o the king. Bui ihe
ciediter has his debtor thrown intd
prison.

The parable’s climax follows
quickly. Learning of the servant's
heartlessnecs. the king revokes
cancellation of the debt and has
the ungrateful wretch sent {0 jail.

The context of the parable
makes its point even sharper.
[Jesus had been discussing with his
ditciples how 10 deal with broken
relationships. He put the inlt(ative
on the injured party. Let the one
wha needs to forgive canfront the
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one who needs forgiving and seck
reconciliation {(Matt. 18:15-17).

Peter thought, There must be
more to this forgiveness business
than | suspected. So he asked,
“‘Lord, how many times can my
brother sin against me and | have
o forgive him? Seven times?' ™
(Mati. 18:21 TEV), Since seven
was the number for perfection,
Peter wae asking., “When Is
enough? When con ] siop forgiving
withoui being unislthhl 16 my
Chtistian responsibiliey?” Jesus’
answer, “‘sevenly fimes seven.”
means smply, there Is no limit ro
the responsibllity 10 borgive.

Al of us are under an unpayable
obligation. Piide alone prevents
our sdmitting it. To have our un-
payable debi cancelled and then
retuse forglveness 1o another who
hag incuried some paltry indebt-

d te us s to d ate that
we did nol 1ake our forglveness
serjaushy. If you won't forgive, you
aren't forgiven.

Teking the Kingdom Serionaly

{Mate. 22:1-14)

Jesus tack the kingdom of God
serlously. He gave his like for it. But
despite the importance which he
atiached to It, many treated it
lightly. This is the message of the
parable of the rejected invitationto
the wedding feasi and lts sequel,
that of the guest without the wed-
ding garment. In each the poini Is
made that ihe invitation to the
banquet must not be treated with
disdaln, contempd, or indifierence.,
The kingdom of God is an Impera-
1ive matter.

A king has invited his guesis to
come to his son's wedding feast, a
“cammand performance” calling
for more than polite regrets.

But “the Invited guesis paid na
attention and went about thelr
business: one went to his tarmy, the
other to hié stare’ (Matt, 22:5).
Others atiacked the messengers
and killed them. Luke handles the

rejection of the invitation by eaying
that “They all begen . . . to make
excuses’’ (Luke 14:18 TEV). The
excuses are transparent expres-
sions of contempt for the mvita-
tion.

In Matthew's version the king ie
angry and sende in his troops to
deqtroy the murderers of his mes-
sengera. One daes not trest the
king’s invitation with contempt.

Then he sends his servant out into |
the streets to invite the common |
people. The clear meaning is that

the leaders had velected the invita-

tion to least in God's kingdom.
Therefore, they are tejected and

the common people “‘who heard

him gladly” have come to the :
feast.

Luke adds a second dimension ta
the invitatlon. After the original
rejection by those Invited, the host
seads hls servants to bring in “the
poor, the crippled. the blind, and
the Jame”’ {Luke 14:21 TEV). Hav-
ing done this, the servants report
that “there is toom for more.”
Then they are told 10 "*go out to the
country roads and lanes™ {the Gen-
tile world), so theat the host's house
might be flled. The host mesns
business sbout his banquet,

Matthew ndds a belef companion

parable a1 the conclusion of the
stary aboutl the wedding feast.
When all the belatedly Invited
crowd gets to the feast the king
comes In and spots a man nol
clothed In the special wedding
garment which respect for the oc-
casion demanded. The king de-
mands an explanation, but the
derelict guest [¢ speechless. So the
king ha¢ him thrown out {Matt,
22:11-14).

Perhaps the king's behaviar ap-

pears petulant et

and i t.
Had he not invited this ragiag
crowd when the Invited elite would
not come? It must be remembered
that the parable is told to em-
phosize and ciarify a single point —
in this case that the kingdom is to
be taken serlously. Those who

3
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made light of the original invita-
tion and the guest who did not
respect the occasion enough to
wear the proper garment were
gullty of the same offense — mak-

ing light of the kingdom.

“Urgent — Reply Requested” is
stamped on the divine Invitation.
He won't compel us to accept, but
we choose our own consequences If

we do not. How serlously have
taken the Invitation to disc
ship? How urgently have g,
presented It to others who needyy
respond?

AIM FOR STUDY: At the close of
this study each member should be
able to state characteristics of the
kingdom of God and retell parables
1o illustrate them.

PLAN 1 .

Remind the group that this is the
second in a series of six studies of
esus’ parables. Ask a volunteer to
share what she wrote in her
notebook to help the rest of the
group review last month’s study.

Suggest that members use this
heading for this month’s page in
their notebooks: How seriously
must | take God’s inviiation to
discipleship?

As the group reads the passages
‘ of Scripture and Dr. Johnson's

comments, suggest they try to find
’ answers to that question.
(

CALL TO PRAYER
Say: Jesus’ command “Follow
me"’ left no room for “maybes” or
“sort ofs.”” We tend to believe that
missionaries probably understand
better than most Christlans the
seriousness of God's call to disci-
‘ pleship. Whether or not this is true,
we can thank God for the Influence
of these people who inspire us to
l stronger missions commitment.
l Ask the group to pray with thanks
as you read the list of missionares
‘ with birthdays today.

PREVIEW WEEK OF PRAYER
FOR HOME MISSIONS

Share information about the
theme of the week of prayer (see p.
21) and the meeting times.
l PLAN 2

Ahead of time enlist four mem-
bers to help lead. Assign to each

32

Planning the Meeting

person one of the following topics.
Procedures are suggested with
each topic. Suggest a time limit.

In the meeting: Introduce the
study by saying, Today we look st
Jesus’ command “Follow me" as It
s reflected in some parables.
Through these parables we see
distinct characterlstics of the
kingdom of God. Four members
will help us examine the message
of these parables (Introduce the
participants).

1. Radical Newness of the King-
dom. — Print the topic on poster
board or newsprint and display it
as you speak. Study Matthew
9:16-17 and the comments in
ROYAL SERVICE. Prepare an outline
of your presentation to help in
sharing the information with the
group. Find an old, laded garment.
Sew ontoe this garment a bright,
new patch. Use this in your expla-
nation of the first parable. Explain
the background of the parables
and thelr application to contem-
porary life.

2 Costliness of the Kingdom. —
Print this topic across a poster
board. From magazines cut out
pictures of costly items and glue
them to the poster. Place the
poster before the group as you
begin your presentation. Read
Matthew 13:44-46 and the related
material in ROYAL SERVICE. Be
ready to explain the twin parables
to the group. Point out that we
often fall to communicate the cost
of discipleship. But emphasize
that the prize of the kingdom is
worth far more than anything It
might cost.

3. Sharing the Kingdom's Gifts.
— Print this topic on several pages

— — e

of construction paper you hem
taped together. Tape it to the wal
Read Matthew 18:23-34 and thy
related comments in ROYAL Sig
VICE. Try acting out this parabl
Ask two or three others to helpy
the simple drama. Use conten
porary terms in the dialogm.
Explain the background of the
parable and comment on humy
suggested by the study writer,

4. Taking the Kingdom Sen
ously. — Usling a crayon or feii-ty
pen, print this toplc across the
classified ad section of a newsps
per. Tape it to the wall. Present the
background and substance of the
two parables. Ask the group i
identify the message of each
Suggest that members recall som
of the characteristics of the kisg
dom of God that you've studied
today. Review the parables relat
ing to these characterlstics.

Close with Call to Prayer and
Preview as suggested under Planl.

PLAN 3

Follow suggestlons as for Plaat,
omitting the visual aids but adding
these discussion questions:

1. In what ways does the gospd
still act as unshrunk cloth or nes
wine?

2. What are some ‘‘Imitatis
pearis’ that Christians sometime
want to hold back? If a persot
meets Christ, how will she have®
change?

3. What is the message for usb
1977 of the parable of the unforgl*
Ing servant?

Close with Call to Prayer ad
Preview as suggested in Plan L.
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uding am is what
all about. S0 what Is dWierent

k 1977 and Focus Wesk 1978,
Each persof keeps 8 record —
title -—ofﬂubﬂb(l)lumdl
d reports at the end of

Headathon to a desighated person.

During Focus Wesk 1978 the
thurch will recoguise ountstanding
Missions Readathon participants.
Your church may chooss to give
swards either by age levels or
across age levels for categorieslike
these: {1) person{s) who read the
most books; (2) all persons who
bave read at least three missions
periodicals aach sonth; {3) pes-
»on{s) subscribing 30 the most nle~
sions magasines. (Suggestions
sbout awards and ways to recog-
nize persotte appear fn January-
February-March Dimension.)

What can be read?

1. Any Graded Serles books
{caution: choose books published
within the past five years in order
to get information that ls reason-
ably up to date)

2. Missions psriodicals pub-
lished by Woman’s Missionary
Union, Brotherhood, Forelgn Mis-
sion Board, Home Mission Board:
Dimenslon, ROYAL SBERVACE, Con-
tempo, Accent, Aware, Discovery,
Start, Nuestro Tarea, Home Mis-
slorna, The Commisaion, Worild
Mission Journat, Probs, Crusader.

3. Books about Christian mis-
sions (see titles below)

4. Books about peaple and cul-
tures that provide lasights about
the possibilities and problems In
missions work (watch for sugges-
tions month by mosth in ROYAL

ADAL FF

8. l?oh on wpiritual e
ment (see titles su | §o
Round Table group, 'g‘ N

6. Books that provide help ia
direct evangelism (see tithea bilow)

7. Books that provide belp In
mission action (see titles below)

Books on Christian Misslons

The Human Touch: Crossing Bor-
riers in Notional Missions pho-
tographed by Don Rutledge;
written by Elaine Seicralg Fur-
low (Home Mission Board 1975)
$5.95. This book presents seven
home missionaries and the work
they do.

Seven Beginnings: the Human
Touch in Starting Churches pho-
tographed by Ken Touchton;
written by Walker Knighit (Home
Mission Board 1976) $5.95. The
story of the people involved in
the beginning of seven US
churches.

American Montage by Caleste
Loucks arid Everett Hullum
(Home Mission Board 1978)
$6.95. Third in the Human
Touch photo textbook serles,
this presents home missicaaries
among ethnic peoples of the US.

Thirty-One Bananc Leaves by
Winifred Kellersberger Vase
{John Knox 1975) $3.95.
Humorous, Informative, and in-
spirational glimpsas of African
Ide by a former “missionaries’
m’l

Sick and Ye Visited Me by Franklin
T. Fowler (Convention Press
1975) $1.45, Health-care minis-
tries in foreign missions (FMGS
book, 1975},

Tomorrow Starts Today by Arthur
B. Rutledge (Home Mission
Board 1975) $1.00. A look at
home missions in the conting
century (HMGS book, 1976).

Surgeon on Safarl by Paul R. Joc-
den (Hawthorn Books, Inc.
1976) $6.95. An orthopedic siz-
geon and his family give one year
of voluntesr service in & mission
hoepital in Africa.

SERVICE and in othur periodicals)

When Blood Filows, tha Hurt, A

fividuals in laara-
fon skills. Lively,

Use Community Re-
in Mission Action

m Jor Miasion Action
mu for Mission Action

‘Fmap M Guide
Guidebook for families to use in
mission action, mission study,

mission praylng and giving.
$1.78

Books on Dikect Evangelism

Love Leaves Ne Clioice by C. B..
Hogos {(Word 1976) $5.95. A new
book by the Home Minsion
Boaril's director of evangeltem,
who belleves that evangelism is
a matter of Isfa-ntyte rather then
programs — something that
svary Chiristlan should do as
paturally as breathing.

Share Your Faith: Perspectives on
Witnessing edited by Russeli T.
Hiit (Zondarvan 1975) 95 cents.

Praper and Evongeliam by Helen
S. Shosmaker (Word 1974)
$395

How to Give Away Your Falth by
Paul E. Little (InterVarsity Press
1974) $2.50. This book was the
firet Round Table Book Club ti-
the.

The Reluctant Witnhess by Kenneth
L. Chafin {Broadman 1974)
$4.5¢

“Faith Sharing in Mission Action”
— & booldet for individuais to
use in witaessing txmining. 30

cents




How €an { Find You, God? Ma)
innie Halmes iDoubleday 1975)
$5.95¢
Populas authos Marjorie Holmes

has enrouraged many womien in

their spiritual development  We
respond ro her personal touch, her
atiillity 1o identify with women's
eKxperiences.

How Can | Find You God? (s a
series of brief devotional selectians

qtovped around themes lLike
Pain, Nature.” “Prayer,”
Rirth. which point o1 some af

the pa!hs that helped Mr<. Holines
ind Gad again "' For example 1he
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first chapter, “"People,” puts us n
touch with the writer’s awn family
members and others whose infly-
ence helped put her in tauch with
God

The chapier oo “'Prayer™ in
cludes some appealing and prarti
cal hiots about praying that
Baptist women will find helpiu)
“I've discovered it helps to pray
alond ™ Ao appeioted 1ime
and place does belp In coming
togripswithGed”  "Make a list
of peaple 10 pray for “The
happiest prayers of all ar¢ when we
call down tilessings on npeople

“Blessing activatles my comps
sion '’ “The more ofien #
pray, the heher we get atin”

As 0 all baoks dealing wiih the
writer’s personal experience, the
t¢ader musl remind hersel( tha
even a good hook dnes not presenl
an “infallible”” word on every topk.
Alihough qenerally on 1argel frod
the evangelical Christian's poinio
view_all Mys, Holmes' experiences
In spintual growth sre not shared
by other serious Christians Keep
ing1hisin mind will help the reade
benefit from the besl in this book

es: A Womon's View of Misaion
Suppost. Aduanne Bonhnm
{Woman's Missionary Union
1974} $1 50°**

Does it make a diflerence when
oy pray that missionary Lester T
hitelock will be able 10 reach
tudenis in Richmond, Virginta?
Does your opinlon make a ditfer-
nce in how much money is avail
ble for the work ol Faye Pearson
Kavhsiung, Taiwan?

Does your giving allecy 1he
veryday life of Gale Saokord, mis-
ionaty in Lotonou, Heain (Wesi

Africa)?

Does the Girls in Action work m
your rhurch have anything 10 do
with the number of Southern Baj-
1381 missionaries there will be in
19997

Could God want you as a myis-
sionary?

Yes is the answer 1o all these
questions. All the questivny relare
to misslon support — praying, giv-
ing goiny. sending. And 1
support s the subject ol Yes. 2
bouk which every Bapiist wowman
should read

sion

Study ol Yes
I il most ol the women in your
gioup have mnat rrad Ves A
Woman’s View of Mission Support.
senionsly coosider studying the
boak 1 this session

A tearhing ginde®*{o1 Yeo offers
twenty-fwa study aclivities fram
which a2 group can choose. Secure
acopy ol the quide io plenty of limve
10 prepate in advance

2 Forthe Call (o Prayer. ash one
member each to 1ake one ol 1he
quesnons set in red lype on pages
24 29 al Yes (What is their farmuly
setting? How old are they. and how
long have they been missionaries?
What (ype al work de they do?
What is the religioovs setting
ateund them? What is the political
stuahon i (thea countries? Whar
» happening in Baptisi hfe where
ihey are”) Have on hand a copy ol
Missionary Atbum™* which pio
vdes mformanon about foreign
nissionaries’ ages. children. and
date of appouiniment. Answers 10

the Juunth question appeat in the
list al nissianaries (see pp 42-48
B RINAL SLRVILE] Answers 1o the
1emasning guestians will be harder
10 lind. biut memhbers of the graup
wha egularly read missions pen
odicals may be able to supply some
of these factis. Allow several min.

R{YYAL SERVICE « FFBRUARY 1977

Planning theﬂeeting

ules tu seasch for and share 1his
information among qroup mem-
bers. Then have a2 prayer periodd
introduced by reading the opening
parayraph on paye 29 of Ves.

Sivdy of How Can ! Find You.
God?

This alsn s a book maoy Baptist
women may want their own copies
of, since it can be read again and
again

Since the book deals with very
personal issues. ask each member
who has read even » portien ol the
book ta come 10 the mereting pre-
pared to share hyviefly a sectiun
which is weaningful to her

Take¢ time far an unhornied
peayertime, leading wamen 10
bring to God conceins suggested
by 1heir reading. Pray cooversa:
aanally — that is. pray inlamally
without aitention to a set vumber
olsenignces and losmal beginmings
and endings But wn this kind ol
prayer i is belpful ta pray abour
one subject at a time.

At the close ol 1he prayer peviad.
quote one ol Mrs Holmes™ dis
roveries in prayec: IU's impossible
10 pray lar sameone else without
being sirengihened yoursell” ipp
122-1231 Then pray by name for
ench missionary Listed on the
proyer calendar 10day

!
|

I you've lookinn for inspiralion
in an attractive lonmat, here itis 1l
you're Jooking dor importani facts
about our denominalion’s missions
hislory and the develvpment of
wamen's cantribution 10 that his-
tory, here they are.

This 15 the kind ol book thai
should be read and reread A
woman £an enioy it in individual
perusal and then share I with
others wn lamily and small-group
sefting. and ys¢ il as 3 tesoVICe in
Baptisi Women and church meet-
inys

Book Forecast

Books for Msrch

All We're Meoanr to Be by Letho
Scanzoni and Nancy Hasdesty
(Word 1974 54 95°

Ms Means Myself by Gladys tlum
{Zandesvan 1972) §1 95**

Images Women n Transition
campiled by Janice Grana {Ac-
t1on House 1976) $3.95°*

Books fnr April

Getting Through to the Wonderful
Yonu by Charlie W Shedd (Revell
1976) $4 95°

franscendeniol Meditation by
Gordon H Lewis {Regal 1975)
$145**

Boaka loy May

The Joy of isconcry n Bible
Study hy (Metta Wald (Augshure
197%5) §2.50°

The Rible. Gud s Missionary Mes-
suge to Man. Volame 2 by Galbert
L Guibn (WML 1974) $1 50

paper®”
U oynn are A TR ol Hound Tatile
Quiork € lb 13 squomip 1 a0 b 2 wenhert
von will got 1heae Woscaks putamatic slly

Nl ) The

(heep 43 Januany Hival
ugh Hap

fabhs ore alen availsbie (b
1t Boak Stuses

-+ aepilably through Baptist Bk Yores
R sute 10 check early 1o cosw these
must be urdered
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Baynor Yanoey

Gavnor Yancey is a special kand ot

person. As divecror of Cammunny

Minisines Inr Frankford Avenue

Baptist Church in Philadelphia,
she ministers 10 people of the
inner-city neyghborhoad surround.

| ingthe church Much of her workas
directed {nward helping the chil
dien of the community

Sossme Siveet

Fach weekday morning abaut
fiteen preschnal children come to
the chinrch As (hey play games
with the workery at Frankhrd Ave
nue Church. the children lrarn 1o
share and take turns Miss Yancey
says. "We try 10 reach them that
they can play together without
fussing and’fighting

Afier playtime. the children go
tn the 1elevision soom and wateh

e
» Gﬁ.l‘ Swadley

“Sesame Sireet T Afier 1he pro-
gqram the children are served milk
and caokies. Then Miss Yancey
and her helpers spend annther
torty-five minutes reinlarcing the
concept that was 1aught on 1he
program that day. Sometimes a
pollceman ot a fireman s inuited 10
come to talk (o the children Field
trips 10 & police statinn and a fire
station are taken Miss Yancey
says. “We Ity to give the rhildren
as many varied aclivities as pnssi-
ble ro show them hnw people in (he
communlity work tagether to make
it a bener place 1o live

Jerryis ane little hoy wha comes
to Sesame Street Only three years
old. he 1s alieady tesponding 11
what Miss Yancey calls “eity hie

- fighting in the sticers and not
knowing how to get alang wah

other children Afier derry
been attending the Sesame §p,
pragram for same time, the wy
ers were able to enroli hig (i,
older brothers and his mothe
Sunday Schoal and in wory
service. Jerry's mather hag by
comne invalved in the hame 8y
lellowship and comes 1o 4
Mother's Club, another week,
ministry af the church.

Bwckyard Bible Clabs

Backyard Bible ¢lubs in the ca
are really frani-pavement Bib
clubs' Few of the row houses hig
yards. so aclivities fake place o
the pavemenl in front of the
houses. The summertime Bitk
clubs and the neighborhoad recr
ation program involve many chd
dren. The clubs — featuring musc
Bible stories. refeshments,
arts and ctafis  keep the kidsd
the streets

Jackie v onv of the hoys wh
He ha
lound a ather-fiqure in ane gf
summer missionaries (studem
appointed by the Home Missin
Board to serve for ten weeks) an
he liangs around the churchal
day long He ashed David. "Wh
van't we pietend that you arem
daddy? ] don't have one, s0 wha
difference would 1 make?”

Jarhie is just ane of the childies
n the Hible clubs who is growin
up without a mather ar father. Lie
other hildren, they tespond ©
lave Ol course. the more easil
they respond. (he easier it 5K
share Jesus with them The ¢ht
dren’s responsiveness alsn make
it easier for the missionaries i
visit the homes of the childre

Parents are more likely ro welcomt
' Gaynar Yancey and her helpri
ints rheir homes when theit ch
dren itroduce them.

The nelghharhand 1ecreatic
programs are canducted in i
schoolyard and empty lots I
Aamazing, commenis Miss Yance
| "how many peaple stop and aske

cumes in the summers

hat we 272 doing and why we are
ing it. That apens the door fur us
o shaie what we are trying to dodn
preading the gospel”

swmer Lanch Program
Anuthet activily Gaynor Yancey
volves herself in Inr the children
2 summet Junch program. "We
ave limited ourselves to one
hundred 1n artendance.” she says.
“We could have maore. hut we want
o work efectively with these chil-
dren

Same ol the recieation centers
in the area also have lunch pro-
grams. but this one is unique in
shat 1t has a spititual emphasis
The children are 1aughl to pray
helore they eat and (o thank Gud
for thent faod They also discover
tha1 Bihle clubs, Neighborhood
Recreatian Programs. and Sunday
School are provided far them

“This program is just another of
the ways we are able 1o show the
priply 10 our community we are
mare than just 2 church that meels
or Sundays.” says Miss Yancey
“We hape we are shawing them we
¢are about them all the time and
nol Just as numbers ta be counted
on Sunday marning As a wesull ol
this caring, our relationship ulti-
malely becomes a family-type to-

E&I:I_I;ling the Meeting

Matvrial under vach subttle As
they present the inisrmatian and
the prayvr sequests. other mem

Ask ane member to summarize 1

bers will chuase specific concerns
they will pray abum

To hegin the prayer penad. paint
vut that Gaynor Yancey and ather
some of them on
tiday's rayer calendar well be
praving roday asking Goc
saetifically ro meet thewr awn per
senal nevds They will pray fur
peple 10 whom they are witness
ing. They wsll pray for new Chris-

nissenanes

fun

Tany Let us merqe our prayers
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getherness — we share in jays,
sorrows, problems ot all degrees
and varicties. And ultimately, we
share Christ.”

Prayer Requents rom Gaynor
Yancey

Church Grawth — ~An urgent
prayer request cancerns the
church-grouth part of our minis-
tey We reach many children m
Sunday School. hut our actual
membership is campaosed mostly
of peaple over seventy-four. The
senior adults are the backbone of
our church Without them we
would have na budgel because
they are the anly ones who tithe
Without them we wauld have very
few functioning commifiees. be
cause they are the ones whe serve
on the commitiees Withaut them
we would have very litde prayer
support

"My rancern, however, is what
will happen to our church unless
we begin to reach young adult
families whe are commirted to the
spieading of the gaspel by this
church. We do nat have one lamily
wha is 4 part of aur chureh 10 help
in leadership respeasibilities.
Please pray that we will be able
eftectively 10 share the gospel mes-
sage with young adults and

with theirs adding strength ta their
requests of the Lord

SOMETHING 10 DO BECAUSE
YOU PRAYED
1 Write (a0 Gaynar Yaacey &ll-
ing her yau are praying far her
as a qroup and as individuals She
will aat, af caurse. have fime (a
answer, but she will appreciate
knawing al your praver suppoes
Mis« Gaynar Yancey
thrector af Cammunmity Minis-
1ries
Frankfard
Church

Avenus Baptist

tamilies so that the places that our
senior adulls have filled will not be
leh vacani. We desperately need th
have new peaple in ow chutch who
will help spread the gqospel as «fe< -
tively as our senior adulls have
dane ™

Weekday Program. — "'A sec-
und prayer request 15 for aur weck-
day pragrain We (ouch approxi-
mately three hundied peaple
weekly, and the laborers  mast of
wham are volunteers fram subur
ban churches — are salew Please
pray that we will be aware of the
persons (0 whon we minister. that
we will confinue to be persun
centered and not prugram-
ventered Praythat oue lives will be
so hiled with the lave af Christ that
those who are in the activities will
sense this luve and know that it is
Chirist's luve 0 us that coables as
ta love thear'”

US-2 Helper A third prayer
concera is our US-2 person. By the
time Baptist women read this, he
will have been with us far hve
months | would like for people to
pray far him as he begins his wark
with us —— nat only far hiswork, but
also for him as he comes nlo a
differeat culture. lives alane, and
works in an entirely new area’”

Frankiard and Letterly Streety

Philadelphia. PA 19125

2. Comactthe directarota llead
Start ar day-care center far dhaad
vantaged children in yaar area
Ask how yanr graup can help {Yau
might ke able tu lead in Bible
games and stanes and sangs Yau
might be able 1a pravide refresh:
ments )
PREVIEW WEFK OF PRAYER
FOR HOMF MISSIONS

Share inlormation about the
thete far the week af prayer (see p.
21] and the meeting times




Mission Action Group

oy. Children fram poar families
niren lack sensory and moatar
(dmulation: they have Jittle
Lwareness af many things taken
or gtarted in middle-class homes
They have missed experiences llke
sing eating utensils; eating in a
estaurant; seeing & mavle: visiting
o200 lake. or park. They also tend
ta 1eveal impoverished vocah-
ulatles and have difficulty with
ahstract terms and cancepts. You
will find they have low reservoirs of
general informatlon. They may
never have heard of Mases. Paul.
David. ot even Jesus

Deptived children need to have
enperiences which broaden theit
concepls of ife and increase their
sell-esteem and general aware-
ness. Stonies can help avercome
some of the deficits in therr
background

Here ate sume painters lor goud
staryielling. adapted from Guiding
Preachoolers by Flarence Canner
Hearn {| Conveatiun Press 1969
$1 70 through Baptist Book
Stores)

Vi

1 Besurethatchildren are com-
fortable belore you begin telling
the story. Plan a relaxing activity
first. Let the children $11 on the
flacr for a tugl

2. Get the attention of the chil.
dren before beginning the story.
Laok diwtectly into their eyes.

3 Speak clearly. distinctly,
slowly, and 1n a normal voice. As
the action picks up, you may speak
a litde faster

4. "See’ the 101y unfold 1n yaur
own nend.

5. Stop pramptly aher the tense
part of the sto1y. Add na morals or
explanations

6. Shou a picture after you tell
the story Let the ¢hildren talk
ahaul the stary if 1they wish They
may want 1o act aul the siory ar
part of if They may enjoy creating
the people of the staryin paper and
paints, cloth. wand. ar clay (Il you
allow for these ¢Teative acuvities,
be¢ suse 10 provide the maierials.)

Fot good sources of staries.
cheek (for preschaalers| current

e ————————————————

issues af Start, the quarterly
magqazine far leaders of Mission
Friends.* and ifor first- through
sixth-graders) Aware, the quar-
terly magazine for leaders of Girls
in Action.® Also browse in your
church media centee {libraryl. The
following baoks are available
thraugh Baptist Boak Stores:

For alder children —

The Bible Story Book, Bethann
Van Ness (Broadman)] §5.25

Lirtte House In the Big Woods.
Lauta lngalls Wilder. and others in
the "Little Haouse™ senes iHarper
and Row) §1 50 each

For younger children —

Bibie Staries for Children. Mary
Alice Janes (Rand McNally] $4 95

As Jesus Grew. Shigeko Yano
{dudson) $4 95

Abraham: Man of Faith. Elsie
Rives (Braadman| $3 95

Joseph: The Foargiver, Jester
Summets {Braadman) $3 95

Paul: The Missionary, fva Jewel
Tucker {Broadman} §3 95

Warting for Cherries. Ann Himler
(Harper! $4 95

1 Open the meeting by asking
2ach member 10 11y Lo remember
ane of 1he first Bible verses she
leatned as a child Say Almost
every missianary [1sled an today’s
ptayer calendar (pp 42-48) will
Cume in ¢ontact directly or indi-
tectly with c¢hildren wha have
ptobatly never heard anything

Hearing & good story gives a child
| tood for his mind and delight lar hes
spitit. When a child is deprived of
luve and other good things. a story

children have never had this PXpE-

rience Lnok for the rhildren whi ‘
liwe in low-income areas nr i
childien ol migratory larmers or

A storytime activity will be mar
successful If the children are chos

in age older threes. lours. ant
' fives tngether. sixes. sevens. 4

puls laughter into his voice
brightness into his eyes, new pat.
terns into his tiving [t makes him
teel as he never felt before

Siories can project a child min
new places and situations — away
from the clamor. confusion, and
hard demands of the aduhts’ waild
he lives in

Reach some of the neglecied
children 1n youyr commuynity
through a regular storytime Many;

other 1raveling prople like fait em-
ployees

You can have a storviime in o
backyard. on a porch. 10 a carpnn.
Im a park. on a playground. in a
hasement playraom. at a « huseh m
school building. in a storefronr

Visil in the neighborhnod 1 in-
vite the children and ask rhe par.
entls” permission Publicize 1he
stotytime by word of mowth |f
necessaty. arrange fnr transpona.
hon

vights together Stories and acth
mes that will hold the interest @
nne age level will not appeal It
anather age level

Keep cach siorytelling group®
manageable size — no more than
fiheea children per group.

Tell Bible siories and ¢hild
“xperience slories {see suggestion
below). Remember that most o
the children you will reach lack
many of 1he background expes
enres that “church”™ children ev

fom the Bible Have a period al
silent prayer in which each group
member prays silently for ane mis-
sionary. asking that the Lord will
touch same yaung life through him
ther|

2 Give members copies of the
fnllov.lng list. Ask them to mark
the items that should be a part of a
mission aclion group meeting

Plan

Review a misslons boak

Share and evaluate
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Pray
Train far mare eflective service

Preview next Bapiist Wamen
meeling

After a minute at twa. ask for
answers Paint aut that anly ong of
the itemsinthe hist {bouk review| is
nat genetally a part af a mission
actian group meeting {althaugh
somelimes 3 book mught be re.
viewed as par1 of in.service train-
ing)

Lead in a discussion uf the defini-
tions of each of these activities
Use Baptist Women Manual **
page 15. as a resource for this.

Talk with membets aboul mak
ing these activities a part of graup
meetings — how often each will be
done. how lung each will take, who
will be respansible. e1c

Planning the Meeting

3 Ask someone to present the
cantent matenal on conducting a
storytime for children. Conslder
with membets the passibility of
adding this actwvity ta your
present, angaing wark Ilthis activ-
ity does nat relate direcily (o what
your graup is doing. considet the
possibility of need fac It In your
comenunity and whether another
graup in your Baptlst Women — or
the organization itsell — mught
wani taundertake such an activity

“(heder hom Waman's Mistionary Unlon.
600 N 20¢th St Birmingham. AL
35203 Price §3 50 per year. single capy
90 ¢ents. Pleane enclose semiitance Fot
subsctipiians outaide The US. agd 75
<entc lor postage snd handling Sub-
scrpilans accepledlar one at(wa years
Alsbema aubscribers 89d nwecesssty
18les tax

**Sqe order furm page 48




RAline Fusellas

 EIPE

Officers Council Meeting

{Record plans on Baptist Women/BYW Aecord.
Aeport. and Planning Forms')

Continue leader training Use the suggested
meditation

Check Baptist Women plans for WMU Focus Week

Check plans for Home Mission Groded Series
study

Plon Weeh of Proyet for Home Missions,

Plon to promote Missions Reodathon ond the
Grow a Knowbody ¢ompoign.

Caatinue highlighting Annie Armstrong €oster
Oftenng.

Cantinue promotion ot WMU C(onferences ot
Giorieta and Ridgecrest.

Moke plons to communicate with the postor

Plan o mission actian project, mission suppoOrt
activities. coordinate group plons

Condixt group training

Check progress on achievement Qquide

Read!

This I1s the month to begin pramoting Missions
Reodathon tsee p. 33). You hove been pushing the
Grow o Knowbody compaign {reod o WMU
magazine). So. ask Boptist Women to bnng ROvAL
SEAVICE? to the meeting. Pian a woy for each womon
to use the magazine in the meeting €ncourage each
member to go home ond read features in the
magaozine and call o fnend to share nformation.
impressions, ond prayer concerms

] Glve o subscription blank? to each person in the
meeting Ask members to subscabe for nends

Urge each membet aiso to provide the fiegad with o
list of Boptist Women meeting times and places,
invite the friend to each meetng. and make ar
tangements for her getting to the meeting

A Sense of Spring

Use this checklist to determineg your readinegss fora
study of the Home Mission Graded Series book A
Sense of Spring* by €verett Hullum

Plan a Boptist Women study if o churchunde
study is not held ar if too few Baptist Women attend
the chyrchwide study,

40

sions (25 for $31.00: 100 for $3.75)
prture of Annike™ irMmstrong (30 cants)
Biographical leofiet on Annie Armstrong (gach, 15
cents: 50 Far $7.00; 100 for $12.00)
from Order Processing Sarvices. Home Mission
ord. 1350 Spring St., NW, Atlanta. GA 30309-
from Ocean Unto Ocean (filmstrip with cassette):
order ltem No S2£-38P. 3250 Georgio resi-
dents odd 3 percent tox, MARTA orea residents
odd 4 percent.

Provide each homebownd member o COopy
the book. Suggest she moke a prayer list as g
160ds the book

€ncouroge individual reoding of the baok

frawde each member with a book or Sugon
that individuols buy the book.

Assign members the names of prozpeisy
bring to the book study

Invite to the study women In retiremant home
and other settings who have 1ecently formed misay
study groups

Communicate with
Your Pastor

Provide the pastor with o subseription to RO
SEAvICE?. Invite him to the Boptist Women mestiy
and present him with the gift sUbscNption. or mo
the presentation in a Wednesdoy evening sent
the presentotion 15 made on Wednesday evenry
provide subscrigtion blonks to be distributed to othe
persons in the service who have an interest r
subscribing Distribute back issues of AOVAL SERWE I
persons who have never seen a copy,

Weeck of Prayer for
Home Missions

Theme: Our Land for Cheist

Date Moich 6-13 1977

Stctipture possage: “Blessed is the notlon whose
God is the lord” (Psalm 33-19)

Hyman: “from Ocean unto Ocean” (Baptist Hymal
1956 edition. no. 450)

Morch AOvAL SeAvice will provide motenal for ¢
five. day abservance of the week of proyer. locusm
on octivities thot will leod women to set gots
teloted to o Bold Misson Thrust 1 our nation

A pocket of motenals sent from your state WH
office to your WMU dicector includes the follown

Sample of PRICED Progrom Cover

Theme paster

New check-size Annie Armstrong €aster Offen

envglopes

Proyer Guide for Home Use' /foctual leofiet

QOrder blonk for Home Mission Board motetial

Theme poster (Spanigh)

Prayer quide/factuol leafiet (Sponish)

Priced matenols you may order from your Bopos
Book Store include.

Progtam cover for Week of Prayer tor Homs W

Mission Support Cholrman: interview a man (of
several men) about his understanding of the Annie
Rimstrong €aster Offering and his pottems tor giving
w it. Tope the Interview prior to the meeting of ask
the man (men) to corme to the meeting

Invite members to respond to the interviews Leod
them to establish plans for infarming their own
families ond other church familles of the work done
through the offering ond of the apportunity te give.

Leader Training

Designote ten minutes in afficers councll meeting
for training

Tumn to chapter S in Bagtist Women Monwal,' page
a0 from this point in the manual find the heoding for
your office in Boptist Women

Aead the column descnbing your dutles. Do you
understond them? Write down aay questions you
have about your duties

Aead the columns related to traning for your jab.
Hove you porticipoted n any ol these training
opportunities? Moke plans to receive additionol
lmlmng_

Recd the column related to resources to halp you
doyour|ob. Are you lacking any of these 1esources? If
so moke plans to get them ond leatn to use them

Ask the Baptist Women president or WMU director
to help answer any questions you may have.

Read the Scriptute passoge suggested in Call to
Proyer Make any opplication with rggard to your
respoasibilities os an officer in Baptist Women Read
the names of the missionaries. Spend time 1n proyet
for them and for the officers in your Baptist Women

Focus Week

Use this information to determne readiness for
Soptist Women participation in WMU Focus Week

Two octivities can hoppen: Book Foir on Wednes:
doy or Sunday ond Lownch of Missions Reodathon

Some churches moy not plaa o churchwide obsen-
once of LUMU focus Week IF not, Baptist Women
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should plan a Book falr. The theme Is “To Know I to
Grow.” The olm is to feature all types of books
teloted to missions backgriound, with speclal empho-
sis on missionomny blographies.

) Boptist Wamen porticipate In the churchwide
activitles they ore responsible for three of the
booths. {See Januory Forecoster ) Booth 1 fectures
the Home Mission Graded Senes: booth 2, countries
where Southem Baptists hove missions work; booth
3, out-of-print books.

Glorieta and Ridgecrest

As an officer n Baptist Women do you need to be
motivated? to be trained in o basic undarstanding of
your responsibilities? to know how to yse ROVAL
service? 1o see o demanstration of October maeet-
ings? to be exposedto teachlng techniques for Home
ond Forelgn Mission Graded Senes books? to be
prepored for 1977.787

If you answered yes to any of these, then you
need to attend Boptist Women conferences at
Glorleta and Ridgecrest The dotes ore Glorieto, July
0-15, 1977 ond Ridgecrest, August 6-12, 1977

For resenvatlons write Ridgecrest Baptist Confer-
ence Center, Aldgecrest. NC 28770: Gloneto Baptist
Conference Center. Gloneto, NM 87535 Please
nclude $15 00 Conference Center Service Fee for
¢ach person

Training for Groups

On Becoming o Group identifies five charac:
teristics inthe process of becomlng a group They are:
1. Dependence — on a group laader
2 Counter-independence — resistance to group

leader
3 Counter-dependence — occeptance of freedom
by group, moving away frem leoder

4 Relative ndependence — graup functions on Its
own resowces
S. lnterdependence — group feels eedom to

teturn to the autherity of o leader without belag

threatened

If you have occess to On Becoming a Gloup reod
poges 18-20

Aeod poges 4-5 of Working 1n o Missions Group.'
List some c¢haracteristics of your group List some
goals for your group.

‘See orgers form o 48

?Hram Woman 5 Missionony Union 400 N 20th St.. Bleminghom.
AL 35003 Pice 3400 per yeor single <opy 4% cents For
subscripuon outside the US agd 11 50 for pastoge ond
hondling Please enclose remiltance One. ot two-ysor
subscuplions ovalloble RAlgb becribers add v
sales tar

tree from state olfices

‘Availoble thraugh Boptist Book Stove
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hail.mil

Donsid E. Sméth, general admimstralion.
Nigena

James 1. Saankey, preaching. Philippines

Albert C. Sutton, Jr.. agncullvre. Ba-
awana

M. [mde GG. Thurne, home and chuech
Iscael

9 Wednesday Psutw 119:029-136
Gail and Allison Holman feel 1hal ao
ung can be as effeclive in leading an
Indian to Josus as another ladisn Pray
that 1his couple will relate cffectively 10
1he Papage Indnas among whom they
live and work in Winshww, Anzons
Mry. Pedro Carranza, retired. California
Mrs. Damingn Fernamdrz, renired,
Florida
Mry. Adlison Holmsn. Indian. Arizooas
Michudl R, Rector, pasior-direcion, Ohio
Mrs Thomus C. Nebors, home and
church. Gaza
erbert W, Neey. peeaching. Rhodesia
Mary Swedenburg, educalion. Japau

10 Thursday Epheviens 5:6-17
Karen iIMry Dale W Cronys requesis
praver “for our nwnnny in the Liplown
sectinn of Chicage.” Uptawn ~ high
scheul (Sennt has mide the Gumness
Bouk of reconds wilh its flty-threc ethnic
prowps Swilt prade schacd has, seven-
teen langoages reptesented Scvemy
two percent of the sem aitizens of
Chicage live in this area.
Mex. Frank E, Bulbock . micl-urban wis-
sions. Michigun
Jdates Harlan Capps, Spanish, Utah
Mrs. Dale W, Cross, metropolitan min-
| wons, oo
Fdwerd F. Harmess, cenwed, California
Silvivno bare, trenred. Texas
Jume< E Castheo, musie. Philippines
Mrs. Doasld €. Dusall. huome and
church. ludne
Mrs. Bifly K Fallan, home and chuich
North Hrazi
W. Danald<an Frazier,
| Nigeria
Jenitvet Hester. nunse Culombia
Nudine Lovan, educaton, Ghang
Mrx. Bem W, Tomlinzan.® home anml
l church, Toiwan
Russell |, Warth. journeyman. religions
edacanon. Tharlkand
Jean White, nur<e. Yemen

cducation.

11 Friday | Peter 2:9.12

Two of our bicthdiy missionanes
today are rebeed. Mrs. O A Baber.
Bethea Buptist Home . Darhington, Soulh
Corlina, served i Buas); Miss Chftord
Baran, Gréenwaood (Sonth Carolina)
[ Mcthodint (bome, served m China and
Tuwan Pray foc these women.
Mr<. faves Fulkersin, Spanich, Tenas

4a

Mrs. Stanley Whide, metropolitan ms-
sions. California

Mrs. C. A, Baker, retinsl. Brazd

Miss ClNFowd Barrsit. retired. China.
Twwan

Mrs. Jasom D Carliske, home and church.
Uruguay

Mrs. Stasodey P. Howord, J¢.. home and
vhurch, lapan

Churles 1. MiMer, pecaching. Philippines

Sheiln Miller, journeyman. sducation
Norh Brazil

Mrs. Raymand L {dle. home and
church, Yonen

Mrs. Wade H. Swlik,* music. Narth
Arazil

Craige A. Sleebe, rehgions educahon,
Swuth Bl

K. Isy Stewart. publication. Kenya

Ruby Whes. nursc. Korea

12 Saturdey 2 Corinthiams 4:3-7
W. 1. (. Richardson, South Braal

writes:  The stae of Munas Geran

ahout the size of Texan. has 722 countien

more than hall of which arc without

Bapunst wotk of any kind  Pray (hat the

221 missions 16 Minas may soun be

ovrganized into chirches. Pryy that myce

Brazibians will respand 10 the call yo the

mimsiry  Proy (hat more fumis will be

provided fur opening up new wurk (n 1hys

feruke fickd *

Harry A Borah, retired. Anzona

David K. Caenpos. Spamsh. Colormln

Mrs. Crwz Rodriguez, Spanish, Texas

1 Dureell Tapley, Spanish, New Mcnico

Adn Young, Chnshan ocial minsiaes
arendlirectoc M chusells

Charles §. Yewng. pastor-lireciar, West
Virimia

Mr. Hal B. Roour, hanw «nd chuech.
Kenya

Mary o French, education, Peru

Jumes L. Kellum, Jr.. preaching. Phinp-
pines

Thomas ). Mawk, journeyman. educa
ton. Equitenal Branl

W L. €. Richasdsom, rehigioss educ-
tion South Brasl

Mrs. Lehman F Vehh, home and
chureh Singapore

1) Sundas 2 Chromicles 7.12-18

Dan € Rowrledge nes missionany in
Ivory Coast. requests.  Pray thar God
will give mc dhe courage. \Gming. aml
patience (v tike H) least fonr hours a day
for language <tudy. | am already mentally
«nd physically ¢nhausted (rying o learn
French and da not have the power ur will
1o tackle Dionls Will you pray that [ will
bt supplied thar power
Mrs. Jerry Raker. desd . Cubforma
Jose B. R. Contreras, retired, Texas

Joyce Ardene Mitchell, weekiay Minis
director. Michigan

Mrs. Danald ¥. Meoce. Spanish, Py
Rico

Mrs. Damicl Rodriguer, Spamish Rong,

Richerd Vera, Spanish. Adzons

Clarence A. Allisan, radio-TV Fran

Witllam A. Bechham, preaching. Tig
land

Mrs. Theodore O. Cox. home
church. Jspsn

Mry. George M. Falle. Jr.." home
church. Ghana

Max T. Furr,* husiness admiqistniin
Peru

HWichard Marris, preaching, Tuwan

Marcus C. Reed, prcaching. hywaz|

Dun C. Roulledpe, preaching, (v
Cusst

Mrs. Jimmie b, Spaan. musk . rnges

Mrs. 8. Wuynr Wheeler, home i
church. Hoadueas

14 Manday Luke 11:5-10
Ava Nell McWhorier. missomn

nurse ussigoed W Gaza, wriles ing

Amman. Juedan. where she iy studyg

Arabic Sharing an apannient with Jey

Whiic. mivoniry nurse 10 Yemen. &

requests ' Pray that we will e Faithivie

wur witness Joc the Lord oght here me

hailding where wae live Onc ol the Bl

verses | hiuve Iearned in Arabic ka

hecome even mure meaningful 1o mex!

sttuggle with [hes pmpossihle Arat

govmmar The vene s (can do sl thing

1heough Chrne which sirengtheneth me

Phal 4 1)

Mr<, Femest F. Atkiman, Spanich, Tew

Mrs. Larry D. Curter, church exiension
Hhnois

Ghadys Furmer | H,

Mrs  Felln Oarar Garcia, Spansh
Florid

William (.. Lunier, retired Gromgs

freorge T laowis, retired Texas

Mry. Paol R, Prquenn, Spanih. Teix

Mrs. Joel Ramirez, Spanish, Texas

Mes. Lester (. Bayd, home and chund
Tintula

Mrs. John M. Csepeater. home 2
church, Libena

Poul 1. Eatun. ugnicoliure. Tonzama

Kenneth Z, Ellison,” education. It
doneia

Inise {iandner . journeyman secrelat
Veneracla

W. Ahin Hatlon, men and boys ol
Sauth Hranl

Mrs. Richurd H. Hellinger, hume ad
church. India

Mes, Claylan K. Hulet, home ¥
<hurch, Narth Brazil

Mes, John G. Magyar, home and chvrd
Colomby

Ava Nell McWhorter. aurse, Gaza

Dan N. Sharpley. preaching. Sowth Brarl

rym Welborn, jougieyman. cduca-
yion. Dominican Repubhe

Tuedny Matthew 6:5-8

John T Dawvis. Utica. New York,
ates. We have six counves with no
authern Baphst work  cities of 20,000
100,000 and hundreds of 1owns and
llages with none Pray that we may he
rially alert 10 our Lord's leadership,
nsitive (a0 the needs of people. snd
xible enough 10 use the methods and
esources thal are mast eflcchive o
coching people Tor Chnst.”

rs. E. J. Cabb, 1chwed. Anzona

An 1. Davis, dirtector of rorul urban
misans. New York

es. B. 1. Dler, church extension.
Alaska

s Gelen. Kinderganten. Texas

irs Duvid Jay Cdlbert, Indiun, North
Carvhna

1 €. Muopea. Spanish, Teaay

on A, Polagc. Jr., Spanish. Tdaho
sanc Rodriguez. Spanish. Texas

puedo Sanchez, Spamsh, Texas

rs Thomus E. Syhes. church cuien-
SIon. AL

Pmiid R. Adams. joorncyman. educa-

on. Liberia

Clnten %M. Ashley.* peesching. Swath

Hrazil

Mrs. (mnie) &, Cobb, home and church
]

Tha
Mrs. Rabert R. Compher, home and
church, Philippines
Martha Framks, retired, Chino. Tawan
haren Hopper, rehgions education.
Philippines
Olre Lawion, retired . China, Taiwan
William F. McCa®, cducaton, Toga
Drasld W. McNeall, preaching, Fguato-
ml Arazil
Dale Moore, social work. Nigera
Mrs. Heke Sauth, Ir., music. Colomhia
Mrs Nolna C Tohias, home and church,
Costa Rica

16 Yednicday Ronsns 8:22-28
Thank yom for cach thing you de 1o
mike 1t posable for us 1o terve God
here  writew 2 missionary. Three mis-
Sanes wday serve the Lard through
home und chuech  Pray foe Mary Jo
M Willam, Ir ) Geger. Chile:
Dunu My lodd € ) Hanuhon. Philip-
rmes: Beverly {Mrs  Damel W
O Reagin. bapan
Mrs. Psu) 1. Bard. chucch crtension.
New York
John Duve, Indran. Kansas
Mts Joe MDelLean, Spanish. Anzona
Viegimia  Downs, Baptist cenler
Lowivana
Vs Canzalo Hernando Granpers. Span
1<h. Flurnla

ROYAL SERVICF. # FERRUARY (977

Philip M. Heyd(, US-2 special mission
ministries. Soulth Carolina

William (. Juoes, retired, Tennessee

Harold K. Msnshen. director of rural-
urban mivsions. Nebraski

Feank J. Raker, radi-TV. Zambia

Edward M. Bostick, Jr., tciired, China

Treat C. Butier, educaton. Swilzerfand

Mrs. G. Edwin Eagdram, dorm parent
Philippiacs

Mrs. 1. Wiltiam Gelger, Jr., home and
church, Chile

Mrs. Todd L. Hamjlios. hame wod
church, Philippines

Steven P. Hidks. educdlion. Mexice

Mrs. 1. L.. Johnsan, reviced, Brazil

$le Les. rebred. China. Taiwan

Mrs, Daniel W, ()'Resgsn, home and

wech, Japan

Claremce R. Smith.* preaching. Ven-
czucly

W. Eugene Verner, educabon, Ghuni

Jsmes A, Yarbrouvgh. puhlicanon
Nigena

17 Thursday Irremish 29:8-14
Bremda 4 Forines directs Chnstiun

service ministnes fue Farfield and

1.exinglon Bapnst Asvociatons in South

Caroling. "1 am grateful o the iissions

argamzations of the church. says Mics

Forhines  "Whea | was a tcen-ager, we

had a strong YWA {now called Acteens)

group | lcarned abaut our missions

endeavors in the US as well as foreign

lands | <hall always sppreciate this

ramng.

Bremds Amn Farlines, Christian social
nunistAes. director. South Carohna

Braulio . Gonaziles. Spanish, Texas

Mrs. Ruren L. Higdan, meuvopolitan
missions, Cabfoema

Mrs. Roberi N, Bellinger.” home and

¢hurch, Libena

Mr~. Ransld €. HHl, home and cbuich.
Thailand

Coy W. lones, Jr., agriculture. Indoncsia

Michael €. Murphy. preachiog
Guatemala

W Stewnrl Pickle, preaching. Ecnador

Mrs Delbers L. Taylac, home and
church. Colomina

Mrs. James C. Ware, hooe and church.
Colombia

Katharine Weldon. nurse. Mewco

Mrs, Verna) R West, home and church.
Kenya

IR Friday Ephodans 3:18-17

Mubel Summers has becn a mission
avy in the Middle Fast foe almost thiny
years. servingin Lebanoa and Gaza She
reaches and does evangehistic andd affice
wonk  Pray for hes aad ather missionar-

ies whu ure reestabhshing  and

sirgngthemng work mterrupted by the
recent war ia Lebanon
Joln T. Everett, pastordhrecior, Tennes-

Mt

Mes. Rraslia E. Gomzales, Spanish.
Texnas

Buren L. Higdon. director of wetropali-
@Bn missions. Californa

Mrs. Quinn Morgas, Spanich. California

Janice Purter. jovcneyman. secretary.
Mozambique

Joan Rogers, yourncyman, cducation,
Korea

Mrs. Hobert W. Sims. home and church,
Ghaaa

Mabel Summers, rehigious education.
[ebaoun

Mes, Gary K. Snafford, home and
church, Malawi

C. Frasnk Thomas. preaching. Upper
Vola

19 Sstwday Johw 15:7-16
Argenline Baplists mer in a special
called session for the (irst time since their
heginaing (n 1WA ‘Ihc porposc of the
meeling was (¢ COnsider an organza-
tiunal resiraciuring, repors A Benyaon
Bedlord Cmphasis was also given to the
promation of Christian s1iewardship and
the Cooperative Program  Pray oy
Argentine Baptists s they move toward
theit five-year goal of seif suppon
Roy ). Ferguaun, director of ral-usban
wmissions. idahe
Mr<. John I.. laaars, retired, Oklahoma
Weldon D. Stevens. rural-urban missions.
Washington
). D. Batsom, music. South Hraazil
A. Remjomin Badfoed. preaching, Argen:
{ina
C. Huy Blundell, Jr., preaching, Tan-
23ania
Jenell Greer, education, Thailland
Mary Jane Hortin, jonmeyman, educa-
1ion, Japan
Thomas } Kennedy, preaching, Kenya
James M. Philpol,* agriculture Mexico
Puud F. Rostem, preaching, Urugnay
Clyde N. Raberts_ preaching. Mexico
Mrs. Toby R. Walker, home and church.
Argenvnz

0 Susdey Psalm €3:1-11

Pray today for Gerald 1 and Arylis
Milligan  bath of whom are registered
nurse s — who were appoinied (0 Gazain
Apnl 1976 Anothes medical missionary
atGaza, lean Dickman. writes, ” Whai a
blessing 1 15 10 know thal you are fahfv)
m upholding in prayer the work here |
am becoming more and moce coovinced
of the vaJue of (nlcrcessawy prayer. both
to Ihe pray-¢1 and the prayed-fir So let
us continue lobnng each other befare the
Lord
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Mitton Bryant, retred. Mississippi

Mrs. John H. Cross, Chnstian social
ministnes, Georgia

Mrs. David Liu, Chinese. Georgia

Mrs. Dan R. Nelson, evangelism, Oregon

Daniel Portille, Spanish. Texas

Edward L. Copeland, business admims-
tration. Spain

William A. Cowley.* education, Nigena

James P. Gilbert, preaching. Ecuador

Jerry E. Juergems, education. Hong
Kong

Betty Larimer, medical. Nigena

Mrs. Gerald H. Milligan, home and
church. Gaza

Charles A. Ray,” English Janguage. Thai-
land

Larry C. Yoder, student work, Belgium

21 Mondsy Psalm 16:5-11
“Our biggest need is £hnstian adults

10 conduct church programs and volun-

1eers for our weekday ministry program.

Mike and | yust don't streich far encugh

t care for the spiritual. emotional, and

physical needs of the inner city of Mil-

waukee., We jove the work and Lhe uity,

bul need helpers,” writes Virgie (Mrs.

Michael D.1 Brown. Wisconsin. The

Browns are featured in Seven Be-

ginnings by Walker Knight (8595

through Bapust Book Stores),

Mrs. Michael D. 8rown. church exten-
sipn. Wisconsin

Mrs. Pedro Cervantes, Spanish. Texas

Doris Christensen, retired, Anzona

Mrs. David E. Creech. church extension.
Maine

Claude C. Drouet, US-2, Chnstian social
ministnies. Pennsylvania

K. Medford Hutsen, pastor. Utah

Mrs. William L. Kaufman, Christian
social mnistnes. Kenwcky

Larry Edwin Jones, US-2, church exten-
sion. Kentucky

Sostenes Martinez, retired. Texus

R. G. Van Royen, retired. Texas

Mrs, Richard Vera, Spanish. Anzona

Lloyd Whyte, intcrfaith witness. Flonda

Mrs. Wiley B. Faw, home and church.
Nigeria

Mrs. Horace W, Fite, Jr., educaton.
South Brazil

A. Amelio Giannetts, preaching. South
Brazii

Mrs. Richard R. Greenwood, home and
church. Guatemala

M. Maurice Marrow, preaching. Tan-
Zania

James E. Musgrave. Jr.. preaching.
South Brazil

James E. Tye, music. Ecuador

Lucy Wagner, women's work. Korea

Mrs. E. Harwey Walworth, home and
church, Mexico

Clara Williams, reiigious education.
North Brazil
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Avery T. Willls, Jr., education, Indonesia

22 Tuesday [salah 12:1-6
‘Having my own children (two

daughters, one son) helps me communi-

cate better with children in the churches

of Hong Kong.' writes Betty (Mrs.

Ralph) Yoars. '‘Pray that we might de-

velop more adequate matenals and that

we might help train Baptists here in more

creative and effective ways of leading

children. Many churches do not have

departments or facilities for chiidren.”

Miss Lupe Delgado, kindergarien. Texas

Mrs. Fred A. Garvin, directar of rural-
urban missions. Kansas

Lewis McClendon, church extensian.
Alaska

Mrs. Isaac Perez, retired, Texas

Mrs. Eleazer Sanchez, Spanish, Texas

Mrs. Willie A. Wilson, retired. Tennessee

Mary Ann Chandler, social work.
Malawi

J. William Gelger. Jr.. religious educa-
non. Chile

Mrs. J. Hunter Hammett.,* home and
church. Taiwan

Mrs. Glenn L. Hix, home and church.
Okinawa

Mrs. Edward L. Oliver, home and
church. Japan

Mrs, F. Gilbert Ross, home and church.
Mexico

Mrs. Arville E. Senter, home and church,
Tanzania

Mrs. Ralph A. Yoars, home and church.
Hong Kong

23 Wednesday Matthew 25:14-23
Joann (Mrs. David T.) Bunch. West

Des Muoines. writes, ""As we work

closely with the Home Missivn Board.

we are involved in the Bold Mission

Thrust. One of four goals in this en-

deavor is 1o establish a Southern Bapuisi

witness in every caunty. Baptist leaders

in lowa are preparing to wark toward this

goal. Pray with us that leaders and

money will emerge to accomphish this.™

Mrs, Dasid T. Buach. program im-
plementation. Jowa

Calvin C, Craig. Jr., National Buplist.
North Caroling

Mrs. Paul Eledge, renired. Kansas

Andrew Fowler, retured. District of Co-
lumbia

Chyde E. Schultz, journeyman. agricul-
lure. South Brazil

Ablma Graves,” education. Japan

Gayle A. Hogg, preaching. Trinidad

T. Lynn Sasser. religious education.
Chile

24 Thursday John 16:19-24
George R Trotler. Indonesia. is at-
lempting to get evangelistic Bibie studies

started in village homes aon West Jan,

Pray for Mr. Trotter “as the people w

live in the province are generally r

tant to the gospel, and the wark is 1,

and difficuit.”

Mrs. Manuel G. Gardla, retired, Tey

Leonard Sigle, retired. Washington

Robert E. Pollan, Christian socia) mjp
tries, lilinois

H. Randall Bradley, preaching, |s
donesia

VYiola Campbell, Baptist Spanish Py
ing House. E! Pasa, Texas

Lora Clement, retired. China. Malpg

Lonnie A. Doyle, Jr., preaching. Equun
rial Brazil

Eflis G. Fulbright, preaching, Zamhg

Mrs. James T. Lochridge, home i
church. Philippines

Mrs. James K. Ragland, home 1y
church. Lebanon

Mrs. Willtem L. Smith,” home 1
church. South Brazil

George R, Trotter, preaching. [ndonea

Dorts Walters,* social work. Japan

25 Friday Acts 16:28-34
“In Singapore. many new believen
are the first in their families to comer
know Chnst Most families are Buddha,
and new Christians find daily pereo
tion even from their loved ones,” wia
Jac S. Weller. " Pray (hat new Christm
will bear a pusitive Christian witnes
among their family members. Also, pay
for a new 1ype of work -~ placing ‘m
evangelism  books in non-Christin
stores. We hope people will read liter
ture about the gospel or how God @
help them. hefore they realize they st
reading abaut Chnstamity.”
Clinton Inge, retired. Mississippi
Mrs. Charies Lawhon, Fillipino. Flond
Henry Medina, Spanish. Michigan
Victor Orta, Jr., Spanish. Oklahoms
Mrs. Samuel . Simpson, church exler
sion. New York
Theophilus Patnaik, language missions.
Calfornia
Mrs. Jimmie L. Barrentine, home ad
church. Paraguay
Mrs. Tom D. Gullatt, hame and chord.
Japan
Jane Lide, retired. China
Jac §. Weller. business adminisiratioe.
Singapore .
Normun W. Wood, businesy adminisit
uon. Zambig

26 Saturday Romans 5:6-11

I. Wilson Ross. Baptist Spanish A%
lishing House. El Paso. Texas, wois.
“The l.ord has opened up many fe¥
oppartumities for the Publishing House®
other languages. Pray that the Lord




Ip us provide the pesoennel and capital
p produce these materials.™ _

_B. Harris, National Baptist, Missis-
sippi _
irs. George T. Lewls, retired, Texas
grs. Harold B. Manahan, rural-urban
missions, Nebraska
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Andrew Viera, Jr., Spanish. Washington

Mrs. Leo Williams, Nauonal Baptist.
North Carolina

Mrs. D, P. Appleby, retired. Brazil

Mrs. Paul W. Benedict, Jr.. home and
church, Japan

Mrs. Walter B. McNealy, hame and

church. South Brazil

Mrs. Donald ¥. Phlegar, home and
church. Thaland

Samuel A. Ricketson, husiness udminis-
tratiom. Tarwan

J. Wion Ross, Baplist Spanish Pubhish-
ing House. Fl Paso. Texas




Missions needs around the world call out for help. Many
missrons tasks can be fulfilled by non-career personnel —
dedicated and skilhd Christians who voluntaer their time and
serviCe

Licted below ane some current, specific possibilities. If you
are intesested get in touch with the indicated agency:

Home Missions

INDIANA: Construction workers, insulators, electricians,
plumbers, painters to work an cabins at a camp.

MICHIGAN: Finish carpentry, plumbing, and electrical
work on chyrch buildings.

ARIZONA: General construction workers and bricklayers.

NEW YORK: Jure through August (or any pan of that time) at
acamp — construction workers, counselors, kitchen helpers,
life guards.

KANSAS: General carpantry work on construction of new
church building early in the spring 1977,

INDIANA: Summer 1977 — Vacation Bible School workers
and home Bible study leader, backyard Bible clubs, youth
minisiry, start new missions.

A list of additional needs s available. Interested persons
should write; Christlan Service Corps, Home Mission Board,
1350 Spring St., NV, Atianta, GA 30309.

Foreign Missions Y

Business manager in Accra, West Africa: Couple or indi-
vidua! to relieve business manager for furlough in May 1977,
Approximately one years service, Furnished housing and
transportation provided. No salary.

Seminary teacher in tiberia: MDiv or MRE degree required,
Expenience in religious education helpful. Air transportalion
and turnished housing provided. me July 1, 1977 to July 1,
197y

Vatation Bible School student workers in Guadeloupe,
Leew ardd Islands: Speak fluent French. All work wii be donein
Freni h Housing and focal transportation provided. Approxi-
mate 'y three weeks’ work.

(nstruction team of six men in Santiago, Dominican
Republic: Need carpentry, electrical repairs experience.
Housing not provided. Begin Fall 1977.

Stz members for college of education, Abraka, Bendal
Slale Nigeria: Specially needed — music lecturer with a
Maiorin piano. Also, science, home economics, agriculture,
phe .l education, ans and languages.

v urther information contact William Eugene Grubbs,
cons tant on Laymen Overseas, Foreign Mission Board, Box
b Kichmond, VA 23230.

Manpower Bank

Guatemala.

Teton Vallay, Idahao.

Loveland, Golorada.

Each yaar in places like these valunteers are needed ta help
peaple recover from disasters.

in order to help Southern Baptists respond in effective ar#
rapid ways a Manpower Bank has been established by the
Brotherhood Commission,

The Brotherhood Commission is looking for skilled volun-
teers who are willing to assist in disaster relief and in special
missions projects.

With camputer assistance, names will be filed by skllls.
availability, and location. Depending on the nature of the
need, lists of people willing to help can be provided withinan
hous.

5

Interespd persons. will be asked to complete a form

indicating skills such as language, construction, and medical.
Additional }olunleers with Skills in areas such as speaking,
music, wltn!sslu]. Bible l:auchmg,and recreation are needed.

Volaeen will also aeed to Indicate whether they are
available ﬂn'"gni-mel: moxice, two-week notice, or one-
month natite. ' w{g

Voelunteers lnuplly pay (gelr own transportation cost and
living expemmas. Bowover, selunteers are needed who cannot
pay their own way. Peapie who would be willing to help with
expenses of other voluntalrs are needed.

If you are interested |n more information and a survey form
write: Manpower Bank, 1548 Paglar Ave., Memphis, TN
38104.

4
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1) Sanday Philippiass 4:1-7

Before William L. and Ada Pope ar-
fived im Gundeloupe, December 1976,
they weve in language school in France,
Ada comtacted missionaries serving on
Guadeloups for specific prayer requests:
““The two greatest weeds are raining and
Literature (French). Other special re-
quests are a church budding at Raizet
and » home for the missionaries; maney
is necded for both projects. Pray also fov
the Vacation Bible School — (eaders and
children. Pray for the radio nnistry.™
Mra, Lee Aullll, retited, New Mexico
M#s. Lewls MeClendea, church exten-

Mry, Milaa E. Ertell, home aad church,

Mra. Irane Diswoed, Indiaa,
M, W. Donaldwn Fragler, home and

Jouas Dymoa, Indias, Oklahome

Welter D, ‘I‘lnmp-‘ , et &
Mr. Paal Vanderceok, interna

Mrs. Wiliaw L. Pope, home and chorch,
Guadeloupe

W, Dougles Simired, preaching, 1vory
Coest

28 Mouday 1 Peter 1:39

In 1975, Jonas C. and Irene Dyson
started a new language mission work in
Okmulgee, Oklshoma. *'Pray for dedi-
cated leaders,”” they ask. “‘We have a
great challenge. Many Indians here need

Mra, J. H. Bighfil, revired. O

Fer. C. W. Bedenbaugh, home and
Mrs. Geerge B. Brice, music, North

church. Peru (barm Feb. 1;9)
Bangladesh, (bom Feb. 29

r
Mrs. Elinse Aldage, Spanish, Texas

Order Form for WMU Materials

State_____ZIP____

Charge_____Book Store Credit Card #
BankAmericard#
Master Charge#

-

If Master Cha
(number In lower left <(:omov of card o)

Order from your Baptist Book Store MUST be supplied)

10
50
50
35

TOTAL

On cash orders shipped by freight or express, cus-

150
150
75
100
100
100

Sub total___
Sales tax

HowMany Cost Total

d. Report

Hem
g Sheet
t Music
g Sheet

Sheet Music
$1.00 for delivery and handling ...........

and Planning Forms
Message to Man, Volume 2
‘Faith Sharing in Mission Action
Family Missions Guide
In Mission Action
Support
Teaching Guide
" add 50¢
$2.01 10 $5.00 add 75¢;
over $5.00 add

Sh
Baptist Women/BYW Recor

Baptist Women Manual

The Bible God's Missionary

The Future Depends on It (play)
GA Son,

How to Use Community Resources
Special Skills for Mission Action
Special Skills for Mission Action
With an Eye on Tomorrow (play)
Working in a Missions Group
Yes. a Woman's View of Mission
On cash orders less than $2.00

Persons, Not Things

Acteens Son

The mail carrler stopped at our
box, so | hurried to get the mail,
There was a magazine, a postcard,
and a letter postmarked in
Louisiana. As | walked back to the
house, my thoughts went back in
memory . ..

Ihad come home from work ane
cold, rainy December day to find
my two small nephews Billy and
David wanting to see my Christmas
tree. | prepared the evening meal
before opening my mail, never
dreaming that in that large manila
envelope was a book that would
change my (lfe.

I had ordered the book esslierto
prepare to teach it to a group at
church. 1 was tired when | finally
opened the envelope. As | began
reading, the weariness began to
vanish; lfound myself FalingInlove
with a place called south Louisiana.
Fascinated, [ read of bayous, craw:
fish, jambalaya, and pirogues. (had
taken French in high school, and
words long forgotten came backin
memaory as | read on, spelloound.

We enjoyed the study at church
and wrote to missionaries In south
Louisiana.

Itold a friend at work about n-
|oying the book so much. Then a
misslonanpanswered our letter, in-
viting us to Louisiana. My friend
5aid, “Lets go.”

There in 3 land of moss-draped
tsees and winding bayous, we met
the beautiful, fnendly people of
south Louisiana, They came down
shell-covered walks to welcome us
with soft voices speaking both
French and English, As we wor-
shiped with them i the little mis-
sion on the bayou, a boat passed
so close It seemed as if you could
fma i A vnuad dirl and | had the

Verna G. Richardson

same first name and that made us
feel close. They invited us to come
back again.

The missionaries and ( kept in
touch through the years. Each {etter
seemed like & visit; they were so
thoughtful to tell about these peo-
ple who had reached a special
place in my heart.

Once when | was in the hospital,
the missionanes drove to Monrog,
North Carolina, to see me. Al-
though sick, | enjoyed every minute
of their visit.

Eight years later | awakened early
one Mmorning again in the enchant-
ing (and that is south Lowisiana. in
the mission the night before the
missionary had read: "Seen 1:16:
Car Dlew a tani alme le monde qu'll
a donne 10n Flis unique, sfin que
qudconque croit en lul ne perisse
pas, mals qu'll ait la vie sternelle.”
| thought: 8 wonderful message
told in a beautiful language. One
woman had asked me 1o be her
sister and write to her. The tes
were getting even stronger . . .

Now | have reached the house
and opened my letter from
Louisiana. My friends have also sent
some calabash seed. How aid |
meet these wonderful people?
One ¢olq, rainy night in December
1961, 1 read a book

Mrs. Richardson, Monroe, Noah Cerolina,
is preparing Call to Praye) comments Oc-
(obet thiough March.

Changing lives is what mission
study books are about. Reading A
Sense of Sprlng might ¢hange yours.
($1.50, avalable through Baptist
Book Stores.)
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Come sammer '77 you wlll be thinking thoaghts like thess: I've beea
elected mission support chairman; | am studying the mavual and know
the list of my duties — but | conld wse some more training . . . Our
officers conncil jast doesn’t function the way it should. Does anyone
slse have this problem?. . .1s there really a place in Baptist Women for
mere members? . . . What do [ have in commoa with o Baptiet woman
who lives 1,000 miles from me?. . . Now that we are ih the middle of o
thres-year mission stndy emphasis, it would be great to get some
pointers on a personal study program . .. All thoee mission action
materials — how should 1 use them? . . . Alwaye | bave wanted to sce a
‘‘real live’’ Bible study group meeting in action — maybe [ could learn
somethiag from observing one.

You could ask other questions, too, and expect to find snewers at a
aationnl summer WMU conference. Take your pick: WMU Conference.,
July 9-15, Glorieta Baptist Conference Center, Glorieta, New Mexico
87535; or WMU Conlerence, August 6-12, Ridgecrest Baptist Coafer-
ence Center, Ridgecrest, North Carolina 28770. In writing for reserva-
tions, please inclade $15.00 Coaference Conter Service Fee,




