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The life-style of most Baptists and
the current call to bold missions are
on a collision course.

There is not enough money for
borh!

When a person heeds rhe call to
repentance and faith, his experi-
ence in Christ is called a birth. The
life that follows is the new-life
"Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature . . . all things
are become new' (2 Cor, 5:17)

This indicates a change in the
approach to life — new priorities,
new purposes, and new conduct
patterns. All of this put together
makes up one’s life-style

At this point the sincere believer
asks, What is my life-style, and how
well does it reflect my new-life in
Christ?

These questions also must be
asked: Is there a relationship be-
fween my life-sryle and what hap-
pens to Christian missions? To what
exrent should rhe cause of mission
sUpport determine my decisions
abour personal life-style and
standard of living?
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Two expressions are used —
sometimes inferchangeably — to
relare to the believers way of liv-
ing. These are life-style and stand-
ard of living. Specific definitions of
these terms are nonexistent, yet
most everyone understands whar
they mean. For this discussion the
terms will be used as follows:

Life-style refers ro the manner of
life, which includes the value, pur-
pose, conduct parrerns, activities,
and standard of living.

Standard of living refers to the
quantity and quality of material
things used in everyday life.

The time has now come when
Christians cannot live comfortably
with many of the American-like
assumptions. The world is hurting
and these world hurts are tumbling
down on America, so that life-style
values can no longer go unchal-
lenged. The Christian is under
divine mandare to formulate
quidelines that are distinctly Chris-
rian.

The Bible speaks with authority to
provide the Christian with distinct

guidelines. Jesus' words and
deeds provide the major truths and
insights needed for such guide-
lines. Jesus molded a new society,
a new kind of man, and a new
human family concept

How Did We Come to Have Our
Present Life-Style?

1. We unconsciously adopted
our life-style.

This simply means it is here, and
we have it. Anc because we like if,
we have come to feel it must be
right. This is a Baptist version of a
current philosophy that says, “If it
feels good, do itl”

Few Christians, it seems, are con-
cerned about how we got here In
our life-style values. It appears to
be of lifle concern that we slipped
into our life-style patterns instead of
prayerfully evaluating and choos-
ing them. However, it happened;
the fact is we are here, and most of
us like it — especially if there Is a
good prospect for just a little more
of the "good life" around the
corner.




2. Bapilsrs learned |ife-shie de-
slies In poverty

Bapiists grew up in poveay, and
we leamed in povedy Thioughthe
years most Dophsts have been
poor Now, amozingly, this IS no
longer truve This does nol mean
that all Dopilsts have moved Into
prosperiry  bul that many in the
United States now enjoy o marked
finonciol odvantage

3 Bopiisis have allowed secular
volues 10 shape lite-sryles

Idolatry 15 0n ugly word to o
Chasnian. Less ugly bt sill noy at-
rractive is the term secylansm The
tesrn “the good lite.” however, Is
pleosing 1o many Chnstions The
tact tharnin America oll three mean
the some 15 seldom understood of
even considered

The term “good life” s com-
monly used in Amenca lo descriibe
obundant luxuries The appechisso
subte that maay Chnstians ger
caught inn without recognizing it os
o form of «Wdalairy

The “good hfe” is ieally anothet
way 1o descnbe seculofism —
which sets volue only in thar which
pertalns 1o thit wordd The test of the
Choslon is haw much he 1s caught
up i this dave for the “gaod lte,”
or by controst wherher he refuses 10
bow 1o the "gaod life” as his god

Jesus provides help or this point
by descnibing lile He cxploins.
"Lie does not consist in one'’s pos-
sesuons  He does not say rhor life
condists by having no possessions
Noris he denying o place for mote
nal things. he 15 denying moie-
nolsm. Marenslism and seculansm
insist thot

(1) The purpose for living is 1o
sotsty self needs

{2) The ncentive tor living 15 10
accumulare possessions and thusto
assure personal sahstaocnon for now
and 1OMOMomw

(3) The reward ol lite 15 abun-
donce n the comfons ond pleas

ures which ones storehouse
provides.

How Hove Our Life-Style Valwes
ARected Migsion Supporn?
Let one fact be dear! Thece is not

Learning fo live with
prospetiry is as grear a
challenge as has ever

faced Boptists

enough money tor Christigas
properly 1o suppon the worldwide
mussions task of our Lord ond ar the
soMme fime syppor o perscnal life
style shoped by Ameacon good
lite srondords

Chisnons can eosily come to the
ploce rhat teeding ther life-sryle

oppetites reploces and ulimorely
starves the support of missions

How hove our life-style valys,
atfacred mission suppon? The an-
swer (3 no) hard to flad it 15, how.
ever. difficolito occept. The answer
i5 )hot lite-sryle choices ser the lirniey
of mission suppon. Only a iimired
survey i3 requised to determine
that we ore near to the limit of
MIsSIoN SUPPO growth within gyr
existing life-style values.

There seems 10 be no Imit to the
human capacity ro enlorge the
dewre for things so 0s to consume
ony amount of tinanclal obilly.
"How much 13 enough?” s o hey
issue Mot of us will agree thar
“enough is @nough.” but few of us
will know and even tewer wlll
ogree on haw much i enough

The issue 15 where we will digw
the line and soy enough Itno lirni
is se1 on the appeme for things.
there islile hope Where thislinals
digwn determines whot s avall-
oble for mission suppor - - fo1 mis
sions hves on what i lehl

There can be no grear odvonce
0 enher neorby of worldwide mis-
sions by Sourhern Baphsts apon
from an equally grea) commit
meni by rmembers ond chuiches n
lile srde

What Life-Style Chalces Do We
Face?

The ficst choice is the decsion 1o
foke an honest 100k or ouselves
Many Southera Baptists have given
httle or no prayerful consideration
of the relononship ol their lite-sryle
10 fhe couse of missions When
conttonred wath the 1ssue  many
respond by saying. What chowes
do we have? So the wilingnes
honestly to face the issues u 1he
imperanve hrsr srep for Boptst
families churches. ingtitunons ond
ogencies

for a large number ol Dopnss
thete choices involve prospenly
Prospeaty 1s o new experience fof
moy Boptists 1eorming 1o ive with
pProspenty s os great achalienge as

hos ever faced DBaptists Oppor-
wnites never before dreamed
possible are now present. In the
past Baptists leaned 10 Hve very
eftectively with poverty Now 1 1s
e 10 learn 1o llve just as effec-
avely with prosperity. This new
learming and odapting will require
purposeful and prayerful octon

# Toke an honest look at whete
we qre In our gdjustment 1o pros-
periny

This will involve asking How
much economic odvontage do we
have? and how mony values Of
seculansm  have we olreody
adopted?

# Seoarch for biblical guidonce in
learming 1a live with economic ad-
vantoge

Qur pas study basbeen fromthe
view of poveny Now we need lo
sivdy whaot the Dible has 1o soy
agbout pecple with good wages
and with speigl economic oppar-
tunimes

& Purposefully odopr new life-
sryle portems

Ths will peepare the waoy for dis-
tingrive Chrisnan uses of ecanamic
advaniage

s Coll for bold new commt-
ments

A stondard of living. proyerully
disciphined will open the woy to
new commutments in giving ond
setving Thisisrrue lor the individuat
and tor the chuich Just as mem-
bers need prayertully ro consider
how they can give more ot themn-
selves nway and curb ther appe
wes for luxunes so congregarions
must occept these saome disclplines
n fder ro be oble 1o make bold
new agvances in world missions

Who! Guidelines Are Avallable tor
Baptlats In Search ot a Disilactly
Cheistlan Lite-Sryin?

® Adopr o lfe style thot ollows
Chest to be Lord

The way a tollower of Chngt re-
lates 10 his possessions is one of the
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most Important aspects of hislife 1t
reveals how serously he occepts
the lordship of Chnst. I is not
enough just 10 ovoid idolatry The
Chasnan’s lite-style 1 1o be a posi
tive puisuir of purpose. The pursuir

"God's kingdom and his
justice” (Mart. 6:33 NEB)is
a big enough purpose
and a worthy enough
cause for the final mastery
of money and shaping of
life.

will leod him 10 hak hes purposes
warth God's

e Adopr o hfe-sryle thor distin-
gu_nv,hes berween agcesshes and
surplus

The hurnon copaciry to ealarge
one’s appchie 1o consume oll thot
one earmns s almaost liomtless Unfor-

tunarely, many Chrlstlans ger
caught in this @ndless appehite for
things and. In doing so. miss the
rewarding relanonship ta the will of
God la making decisions

® Adopt a lite-style thar acceprs
the responubilty of odvontoge

As long as one hos only enoygh
1o sustain lite, decislons are simple.
But when he has enough 10 susion
Iite ond more, deaslons become
more comnplex and responsibllines
increase Noj only 15 it diticul) 10
know: when enough s enough. It is
equally hotd 10 know how 1o rons-
late gne's faith in the proper use of
his new advonroge

& Adopr a life-style thal seeks
contentment

Christian contenrment 15 greot
gan. This 15 yust the opposite of
covetousness It 1s the woy 10 hop-
piness Paul revealed the secret of
conteniment: ' There 13 great gain
In godliness with contentment” (1
T 65:4 RSY) The key ta content-
mentisunderstonding whot Is gain
The aposile nssers thol the reql
Qan is learming of rhe fabh in God
that assures the spirit of confent-
ment. Comentmeant or hoppiness is
the reward of the godly ife

The Chrislian idea of a "new life’
is not a new truth s need. how-
ever 15 as fresh ond vrgent 16 rhis
doy 0s ever inhistary The idec ola
“new persoa in Chnst s the Chris-
han Message

Is there somerhing big enovgh1o
brng abcul the needed changes
( lite-sryles? The answers is yes The
explonarion is thot only 'God’s
kingdom ond his justice” (Motr
4.33 NED) 15 o big #nough purpose
and a worhy enaugh cause tor the
final mostery of money and shop-
ing ol hfe. The cause of misaon
supEOft Owants this response

Cecil Roy 15 geneal seccetary-naosier of
the Baptist Sraie Convention ef Noith

Cosolino

Repnnied kom The DEE"" Pragram Oc-

whbe 1970
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Nof'\cy Dlevins Ryais

On & har Friday morning lore in
uly. | onswered a kaock at my
front door. A plessant-looking
woman ond a middie-aged
man staod rhere  Afer | hod
greeted therm they proceeded
1o rell me how bad off the con-
difons of the word were

I thought ro myselt. | don't
ieally have tirme for these peo-
ple rhis morming | had Quessed
rthey were Jehovoh's Witnesses
Bur on the orher hard. the

thought came to me rhar on
OPPOMUNIty for Me 1o witness has
tome 1o my doar |invired hem
N, inrroductions were mode.
and | et thermr talk for sevaral
minutes

They tolked abour how
heaven was on earh. They said
thar God had made the earth for
the righteous and that he weuld
destroy rhe egrrh

l'tola therm | cou:d ot believe

all they believed. but | did op-

prec ate mheir memaod of sharing
their faith from door-10-daor.
(Most Jehovah's Wimesses think
they are the only ones who go
door-to-doar sharing whdat they
pel eve )

Mrs. D. shared verses from rhe
Old Tesrement with me. | am
an cctive Baptis.” 1said. "In fact.
my husband s a minister.” When
| asked them, both of my visitors
admitted they were former Bap-
nsts Mr. C said he was a former
Boprist from Virglnia His farher
was a deacon

Mt C. had a special irtetast in
the boak of Revelarion and me
ok of Daniel No one. he sa:d.
nareven rhe munisrer, wanted 1a
help him understand He was
told there were sorme things God
did nor mean for us to know. “In
the church whete | grew up
there was lofs of discord and a
lack of love among.the merr-
bers | faund o different kind of
amosphete in Jehovohs Wir-
nesses

Mrs D. explaired rhat her
problem had been the idea of o
buming hell. She said she knew
thar she had dane bod things
and rhat she didn't deserve
heaven | commented rhat the
fath | have isnar based on whet |
deserve but on trusr in lesus
Christ

Their fime was gane for that
visr We made anarher dote ta
tolk abaur whar each of us be-
leved about hell

During the next week | read
end sudied everyrhing | could
get my hands on abeur hell —
what | believed atiout ir. whar |
had leamed in seminary about
" 91d what the Bapnst Faith and
Mesage said aboutit. | srudied
Bible possages such as Luke 16,
Marthew 25 2 Perer 2:
Reve gnon 14 and 20

Jusr a week tarer. Mrs. D and
another wamaon come  As we
ROYAL SERVICE @ APRIL 1977

had decided o week earlier.
we talked abiour hell. They ler
me do most of e ralking this
time. | led them in Bible study,
being careful ta use enrre pos-
sages rother than to toke isa-
lored verses

When they had to leove |
osked them 10 care back
aqQain, becouse | was notr
through sharing wirh mhem what |
beheved

The nexr day Mrs. D. and
anather fiend, Mrs. O.. carme
We talked more obout hell,
using Luke 14&: Revelarion
20:10. 15 ang 21:8. Although|
tead the passages from my
Bible and they fallowed in their
Bibles. they had an answer ta all
the questions. They Fave been
raught well how ta answer any
queshon that comes up

By rhis nme they reqlized matr
rhey were nor going ta convert
me to Jehovahs Wimesses. And |
was thinking rhar they were not
gaing ro be convinced by my
arguments. but only Qs the Spirit
afrhe Lard works in missinuation

When l asked Mis B wharshe
was befare she became a
Jehavah's Witness, she was suf:
pnsed. But she rold me the long
stary of her early days o5 &
Roman Carhalic in her nanve
Jamaica She worked Qs a fypist
for a man who encouraged her
10 srudy rhe DBible for herself. This
man's mother began o mMake
reqular visits 1o her with
lehovoh's Wirness literorure and
to take My B to Kingdom Hall
meetings Mrs. B would arend
moss an Sundoy moming and
Kingdom Holl in the aftemaoon

“How did you receive eremal
lite?" | asked Mrs B She said she
didn't hove etemal life bur she
hoped for it. she said she was
warking 1o that end | shared
Ephesicns 2:8-9 with het She
mennaned rhor James says.

“Faith without works 15 dead |
asked her, 'If you were 16 die
soan would you have assurance
of salvarion?” She said, "No. ljust
tope.”

At this paint, | sad 10 the two
wamen, “You kraw where | live
and | would like to know where
you live " They wanted to know
why | wanied to know. | rald
them | wanted to visit them. |
wanred therm ro meet my hus
band. They gave me rhelr
names ard addresses, and we
ser a dare when my husbana
and | would vislr them

Inthe meantime, | wrote each
woman and suggested several
chapters from rhe Bible for them
to read and snudy.

On g Friday afremoon, my
husbond ond | made o visit 10
trs. D s home. Mrs. B. wes there
100

I ntraduced my husband. De-
Lane and he gave his personal
restimany of what Jesus means
¢ ho-m Tre rwa wamen |lls-
tened Mrs B, broke in peri-
odically re ask questions and 10
give her ideas. We used John 3
as the basis for our study that
day

The story doesn't end there
Mrs. D ond Mrs. B. have been
back to my Pouse ar my invirQ-
tion Thistime | shared wath themn
John 10.

The door is still open for a
witness Eoch nme | see these
rwo new friends. | planro skare o
positive wimness of whar Jesus
Chist means 10 me | will em-
phasize pedce. joy, assurance
— three things they do norhave,

| do not know if M B, and
My D wlll ever accepr lesus
Christ as their persanai Saviour
Bur | do knaw it is my responsibil-
ity 10 share Chrisr wirh them. | do

nat have to ga out of my house'

to share Chnst
They are coming 1o our doors!
?
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When sorrow enters my personal
prism, the Comforter gently guides me
through the grief experience.

f 2
A |
- A
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Stuart Calvert
The small terrier followed a regular routine. 7:30 A M
he stepped nui of his white daghnuse, stretched bis
legs. and scorned around his fenced-in world  Adter
nvestigating every nook and cranny, he stood at the
fencegateandstared atihe doorofthe bigbrick house.

6:00 A M :the door opened and a hand flung food over
the fence Wirh his appelite satished, the 1errier

8

_—

settled down 1o people-waiching in his own private
parade. Hebarked atthe same passersby. waggedivy
tail at the same friends, growled at sirangers. 1140
A M.: he sought relief from the scorching July sun by
burrowing under the honeysuckle bush. Late every

My rep d plga during the sad days was “Lord,
forgive my questioning mind.” He answered this
pesyer in the form of a two-part inquiry: Firat, How
did you ask Why? The crux is in the attitude of the
question — not the question itelf.

Why? was not flung from a fist raised in rage al an

afternoon he accompanied bis on a leashed
walk. At dusk he stepped back into the neat, white
doghouse.

For ten days | walched this routine fram Ihe
window of a hospital room. Three steps away, oy
mother lay in a coma,

Why? Why did 1he activity of this tercier claim oy
attention when my heart was breaking? The mind
seemed determined to compensate for a grieving
spirit Why didn't the people-parade stop? the tratfic
cease? Why did life go on "as usual” outside the
hospital? . .

Several months before her illness, [ shared with
Mother the possibility of becoming a volunteer
counselor with delinquent girls. She encouraged me.
She reminded me of pasi experiences that may have
initiated the interest. She promised to pray about the
decision.

Sitting in the hospital room, | made a futile atiempl
1o study same of the causes of juvenile delinquency. |
closed Ihe bovk with no intention of re-opening it

Why? Why must my Christian mother die whike
delinquent mothers. bearing delinqueni children,
live?

The pseuda-cheery conversation focused on a
new, strenpthening medication But Mother sighed
the truth, “’1 am dying And | am ready to die

Why? Why must separahons come? .

As | slond beside her bed, memories flooded my
mind. ) wanted to seek forgiveness, 1o express
appreciation But the anly words to form were, "l
love you, Molher.”

Before slipping inla the coma from which she did
nol awaken. she said, “And | love yOu — anc more
time.”

Why? Why is the mystery of death necessary to
understand the meaning of life?

These experiences — hke weights — pulled the
black shroud ol grief over my prism. It was pinned
securely with the question, Why?

Twa other questions, with their accompanying
guill. complicated 1he stages of grief. First: Why am |
asking Why? How could | possibly presume lo ask
God Why? Had | missed a crucial slement i my
Christian experience thal answered the Why’ ol
death

Second: Why do sympathelic words sound hol-
low? Although spoken with kindness and in good
faih, expressions such as “"This is God’s will,”
‘Questioning will anly make matters worse,” “Tune
will heal.” “Someday we will understand” do not
erase Why?

nal power

Why? was not spoken to a whimsical god who
delighted in a game Of “eeny, meany, miney, mo,
now it is your time 1o go.”

Why? was not a sigh of stoical resignation.

Why? was not an echo of a repressed desire to
shout.

Why? was nol asked to satisfy a logical mind.

Why? was nol asked in the spirit of wounded pnde.

Second, can you compare this Why of gnel with
other Whys?

A tired hiker, 1 lay under a tree and gazed up
\hrough the canopy of leaf-leaden branches. Amaz-
wg! Fram a distance the leaves appeared thick.
Actoally, 2ach leaf was a miniature X ray outlining
every vein — a hint of green gossamer Why, Lord?

Thirty thousand ieet over Ihe Atlantic Ocean lhe
big j¢! seemed to hover motionless above folds of
whipped-cream clouds. Suddenly a brighl line
rimmed the horizon. The nsing sun splashed the
clouds wilh strawberry-muusse pink. Why, Lord?

The nurse Jaid the tiny human bundle in the curve
of my arm. The tirst sight of my first son brought 2
rush of whys?

Many similar experiences are punctuated with
whys? You know about them; they are himes when
you and God ave partners in a mystery, times when
Ihe communication is so tender that you and Ged
share in the silence of Why?

Jesus, nailed to a cross, loved. suffered, died for
me Graleful whys? overflow the soul His divine
nature asked forgiveness. His human nature cried
why?

In Tracks of 2 Fellow Struggler {Word 1974, $3.95
through Baptist Book Stares), John Claypool heauti-
fully verbalized my teelings. Because of Ihe cross
God is my father. “Words and questions and dia-
logue back and torth are at the heart of the way
persons — especially fathers and children oughtto
relate.” We ask, seek, and knock because of a rela-
tionship with our heavenly Father Thewhys? formed
nthe depths of sincere feelings, agonizing ¢motions,
and questioning minds honor God “There is more
homest faith in an act of questioning than in the act of
slent submission, far implicit in the very asking 18
the fasth that some light can be given.”” We are heirs
with Jesus. We can ask, “Why, God?”

Lronically, the same four experiences 1hat lowered
the veil of gnef lifted it. Four taps on the prisms
changed the whys? 10 What am | ta do naw?
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OBLIGATIONS tapped on the priom. “Why didn't |
the people-parade stop?’’ Because life, filled with |
social and moral obligations, goes on. There in 2
continuity to life. Women are tied to many relation-
ships that cannot be easily severed. 1 will mention
only one How do we tell a child about death?
Elizabeth Reed's book, Helping Children with the
Mystery of Death (Abingdon 1970, $3.95 through V.
Baplisl Book Stores), offers some answers. Everyone
experiences sorrow To protect children from all |
sadness will hinder their adjusiment when crises
come An adult can belp a child face and interprei
dealh by |

knowing what death means to children of ditferent
ages

encouraging quesiions \ ]

gving simple {acth and honest answers when a '
Crisis oceurs

talking naturally about death on casual occasions,
such as driving past a cemetery

conversing about growlh and change in nature

expenencing God's world by watching sunsets and
siars and caning for a garden

respecting feelings when a pet dies |

providing oppaortunities for childsen to help meet
needs of other people

leading to a faith m God who cares for us through |
all events

demonsirating an attitude n thanksgivinginevery |
expenence of life

The children were six and seven years old. We
strolled togelher under 1he pines, swishing the straw
with our feel

Julie asked, Do you have samething sad to tell
us?”’

““Yes, your grandmother died early this moming.”

The swishing stopped; the 1ears flowed; theif
hands patted mine.

“I'm glad we could be in 1he pines for you to hear
abouvt Grandmother She and [ had our besi times
together oul here: swinging in the rope swing;
dropping corn to bribe the ducks into their pen:
climbing the sticky fig iree, building play houses;
hiding Easter eggs in the straw; hanging lights for
teenage parties; enjaying barbeques and ice-cream
soppers.”

Partan chimed in, “Grandmoiher said thal switch
bush would be bigger if you had been better.”

We shared a quiet chuckle about a funny memory.-

“Lately Grandmother has been very sick and
unable 10 walk among the pines. Early this moming
aur heaventy Father touched her in a special way.

Now she is well again. She is walking in another

hame made especially for her by the Lord Jesus. Lam

sad because | will miss making more memornies —not
because Grandmother is with the Lord.

9 |




l ‘ “Let’s thank God for the happy times we re-
member.”
Two litile heads bowed in conversational prayer:
“Thank you, Lord, for the swing.”
“Thank you, Lord, for the ducks.’”
“Thank you, Lord, for the pines
“Thank you, Lord, for Ihe parties.”
| “Thank you, Lord, amen

i | INVOLVEMENT tapped on the prism For weeks

dust collected on the closed book which described the
causes of juvenile delinquency. The lack of interest in
meeting a need did not honor my molher She would
have been disappointed in my refusal to care. We
grieve more for thuse who loved us, taught us,
irapired us. Becoming preoccupied with self is not a
compliment 10 those who have invested their time
and energy to help us mature. We honor them by
continuing to grow and care

Of course, our sense of boss never beaves entirely,
but becoming involved with annther’s sadness di-
minishes our own sorow.

Betty sulfered a grief experience when her only son
was arrested for possessing drugs. Her mind and
heard filled with whys? After 3 period of wailing and
evaluation, she became a volunteer counselor with
the Youth Court Today when a mother shouls n
anguish, “Bui you don’t know what it's like for your
child 10 be acrested,” Betly responds with calm
assurance, “‘Let me tell you about the night  * The
memory remains fu bless, not to corse.

CHRISTIAN HOPE tapped on the prism. 'l am
ready ta die.” The readiness invalves a viewpoint of
life that includes death. The moment we say yes In
Jesus, eternal life begins The walk with the Lord that
begins in 1his earthly hame will continue in a heav-
enly one Death is a doorway, a passageway into
deeper and brighter life Walking the valley thai
connecis the two homes frightens us. Bul cven there
we walk with the Lord. "Thaugh | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, | will fear na evil: for
thou art with me** {Psalm 23:4).

The Bible compares the body to 2 tent which
provides temporary housing. The comforting prom-
ise that fesus is prepazing a p t place app
to wormen. We exhaust ourselves preparing and
making ready flor othvers. So when we walk from this
tent into our mansion, we will say a special “Thank
you, Lord.”

The water bugs lived among the lily pads. Occa-
sionally one would dimb the stem and disappear

The bags that remained on the stems quest;
"Where do they go?"” So they decided that ihe new
time a bug climbed the stem, he would come back ang
report (o the others.

One day a bug fell the urge o leave Heclimbed the
stem and rested an top of the pad. The warmth from
Ihe sun put him to sleep. While he slept a transforma.
tion occurred His soft skin became brittle. When he!
stretched, this auter coat fell off to reveal a beaubifu
dragonfly. Freed from the water and the pad, he flew
away. Then he r bered the p to go back
and tell the oiher bugs aboul life above the waler, He|
decided, I can’t ga back to 1he mud again. It really
doesn’t malter because each one will climb 1he pad
and see for himself why 1 couldn’t go back

We walked to the tomb and looked inside. It
empty. In faith | committed my lile to this fact.
Halfway around the world from the {omb in
Jerusalem, [ stood on a grassy knoll beside a granite
marker identifying my mother’s grave. Over Ihis plal
of ground [ could see it — really see il — an emply
tomb! Thank you, Lord.

TODAY tapped on the prism Life is a gift 1hat we
musi enjoy today. Yesterday's gift is used and gone.
Tomorrow's gift may not come. Jesus 1aught us how
10 fill today with abundani living One way 1o live
abundantly i5 to go aboul doing good Merely filling
the days with purposeless programs is an atempt lo
1ignore the griel. This slows the grief process and
endangers our mental healih. Jesus” way is doing
good Today is my day to write a note, speak a word,
dial a number Today is my day to patch pockets, pall
weeds, listen to the children, make this house »
home. Today is my day 10 be alone, read the Bible.
rommune with God Today is the only day | have to
say. “l love you — one more time

When sunligh enlers a prism, the light bends and

separales twice. Il happens first when the light
penetrates the crystal from the air. It happens again
when the light leaves the prism to retuen to the air.

Sorrow brings the black beam of griel into our

human prisms. Bul inside the prism, the Camforter
wails Before lraving, the beam must bend 1hrough
him. During the hending prncess the Holy Spirit
gently guides us through the siages of a grief experi-
ence. Yout black beam af sadness, reflecting nolight,
conlains 2 tiny ray of healing. The Holy Spurit is
aware of the €aini gleam. Listen for his taps that will
intensity the minute ray into a rachance. And when
the tight bursts from your prism, it will be the explict
hue to dlumine each life you meet.

T

Tuningthe
Tubefor
Christian
Viewing

Lawrence E. Webb

“Mog television pregromming has
o desuctive Influence. 3o we do
not own a TV. Our children resent
this but we teel this Is the surest way
o conitol what they see (or don't
ee). We mis some good pro-
grams. bus we also cur down an
the violence owr children are ex-
posed 10

You may nor agree with this
sotement, | don't But befare you
eject he view complerely, con-
sder some menaces and meri of
the aver.presenr rube for o farriy
wncemed obout missions at-
udes.

On the menoce side:

{ Manyparenssler TV become a
fzer parent with offspring of vari-
ous ages fee 10 worch whateves

they wont. Meallime and bedime
are connolled by a son of daugh-
ter’s deslre to “waich the rest of this
one.” whether “rhis one" happens
tobe "Grape Ape.“ “"Hee Haw." or
“Mary Harmon. Mary Hatmon ™

A rwelve-year-old s likely to
average six hours of viewing o day
— approximotely the hours he
spends In school One-third of 1he
odult populolion Is esfimored 10
wotch four hours or more dally

2. Physlcal violence Is bound to
have an Impact when viewed by
the hour, weehk after week, year
after year.

Mote than half of all charotrersin
“prime-nme” showsore Involved In
some form of violence, acceeding
4 surveys by PSYCHOLOGY TODAY
mogozine. Swveys made over a
four-year period Indicate Ihar
heovy viewers are less musting of
other peogple They roke TV quite
sedously,

The extent 0 which oduls 1ake
TV serlously Is IMuswared by
250.000 lenevs 1o Morcus Welby. o
ficmonal TV doctor, over a five-year
penod. maosi asking medicol ad-
vice

Kindergamen reochers repos
Monday morning reenoament of
Sundoy night's “Six-Million Dollor
Mon” episodes More ond mate
kindergamen teochers are recom-
raending thar poreors use cafe (0
lerting <hlldren wartch over-
simulating shows,

Those of us who grew up with
Gene Auiry ond Johnny Mock
Brown [ Sorurday “shoot-em-up”
movies moy wonder how TV Is 0
different since most of us did oot
adtr into (ves of cime. The differ-
ence 1s In degree and beginning

Mos of us worched rwo hours
o week ond did nor start going 1o
movies as preschoolers.

3. Shows with “mature™ themes
may make sbtle intoads even
with oduylrs We may become
more rolerard of anil-Christion life-
styles as “uninwed quess” on TV
use language and express ai-
tinydes which conflict with our value

Television alsa hos deflalte
mesirs:

1. People ot other races and
Cultures become more farmilior 0
Us a5 we view news and Informa-
fion progroms, children’s shows,
ond tofk shows,

2. Fomllles can discuss news and
documentaries ro belp youth and
older children undersrand Cheisiion
responsibility and wodd need.

3. Shows like "Mister Roger”
ond "Captoin Kongaroo™ ore
especially designed to belp chil-
dren develop positive antitudes
toword themselves,

4. Chrisrian valys jJudgments can
be'developed os familles dixus’
“why we don't watch” cesaln
shows (o1 even occeproble shows
on an unlimited basls).

5. Sorne dramaric specials, mov-
Jes, and setles {such os “The Wal-
rons” and “Little House on the
Proife”) coan be fomily teaching-
leaming experences as parents
lead tn discussing what was seen,

4. Adulrs con lecen grearer sen-
sitivity 10 human need by watching
progroms which may have condend
above ihe vnderstanding level of
children (such as “'family” and
mony "Hallmork Holl of Fame”
productions).

Video recarder and playbock
unlrs ore now ovallable {$1,100-
1.400) In mojor department
stores. You con buy on odopher
($2-3) far your present TV which
will enable you ta play back pro-
groms you have reccrded on the
video recorder ar bought ot a resall
store or Baptly Book Store.

Bopiist Book Stores have a lim-
Ited numbex of video cossettes for
reos or sale, inchuding Bible srudies.
Sunday School methods, story-
sermons, and childien's ond yourh
features.

Video cossenes from other
sources Include education, soles,
and entesialnment. As the flnld'
grows, the variety will requine the
same thought o Owtstian should
use In buylng records, gaing 10
movies or ploys, of watching "mgu- |
ior" TV

they wont for vistually as long as systems. |
mgaﬁlio Eﬁ ia; n'




ARK: Cabinet in Jewish
synagogues where Tarah scealls are
kepL

BAPTIAM FOR THE DEAD:
Proay rite In Mormon 1emple by
which salvation bacomes available
to the dead

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE: Mar-
tmon temple rite which seals married
Mormon couple for etemity, ena-
bling them to live 10gether after
death as husband and wife, procre-
ate children, ete.

COVEN: An assembly ol thifleen or
fewer witches.

DIOCESAE ar BEBE: In Roman
Catholicism a specifically delined
geographicaltertitory, presided over
by a bishop, subdivided into panshes
served by local churches

DOGMA: A basic belief, drawn
fram 1he Scriptures and/or tradition,
given by pope or council of bishops,
which must be accepted by all
Catholics in order to remain n the
Church.

ECAMENICAL: Worldwide Re-
fers 10 the ways in which Christians
ol different denominations seek lo
undersiand each other and relate to
each other as members ol the
worldwide Chaisilan family.

ELDER: In Latter-Day Saints, any
male who hag entered 1he first slep

of the higher priesthood {Mel-
chizedek). Among Presbyterians and
Church of Chrisi, much like Baptist

EXORCIBM: Process by which g
person s freed from demonic con:
trol,

GOYIM: Jewish term for non-Jews.

HEX: A spell or evil wish cast on
another person,

MCON: From the Greek word fof
“lmage.” Used by the Orthodox
churches chiefly, this is a flat repre:

ptation of JebuggMary, the apos-
tes, orthe seints. [t ia conaldered not
an Wmage, but 8 vizual aid to call o
mind. theough stylized form, the
spiritunl rather than human nature of
the person being revered.

INDEMNITY: The words by which
members of the Unification Church
seek to reverse the results of sin In
the world

EOSHER: |n Jewish life, rituslly
clean and permitted. Today usually
refers 1o lood.

MAGIC: The use of » farmula, in
action or words, by which a human
being controls a spanit-being.

MIBHNAH: Pant of Ithe Talmud.
Definilive oral law laid down by Rabbi
Judah the Prince

MONSIGNOR: An honorary lie
besiowed on priests who have dis-
tinguished 1h lves by d
ing service to the Church.

MOONIE: Nickname given 1o fol-
lowers of Sun Myung Moon. founder
of the Unification Church.

MORMON: Nickname given by
Qutsiders to members of churches
besed on the teachings of Joseph
Smikh, Jr. and Ihe Book of Mormon,
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suchasthe Church of Jesus Chist of
Latter-Day Saints

MOBQAGE: A Muslim house of
worship.

NAN: Sister. Suiclly speaking. »
nun iz a member of a women's oeder
m the Roman Catholic Church; nuns
have taken full vows and remain
“cloisteved” in a convenL A piater Is
a member of 8n order who hasiaken
stmple vows only (poveny, chastity,
and obedience), bul who livea and
serves openly in the world.

OCCOLY: The unknown, or hid-
den; usually refers 1o 1the unseen,
spiritual world.

OLD TESYAMENT: Christian
term for Jewish Tenach, the Hebrew
Scriptures

ORTRODOXY: From the Greek
word jor “right teaching.” The name
of the Eastem branch of the Cheis-
tian faih since Lhe division with the
Wesiem or Roman branch in 1054,
"Orthodoxy ™ is based on the Scrip-
iures, teachings of the early church
fathers, and the first Seven Counclis
of the C rch.

RABBI: Jewish title meaning “my
master.” Indicates learning in the
law; leader of the synagogue.

SACRAMENT: A religious rite
which conveys the grace of God to
the believing worshipper when per-
formed by a properly authorized
person in the approved form. In both
the Roman Catholic and the
Orthodox faiths there are seven sac-

raments: baplism, confirmation,
penance, the Eucharist {the Msss
amonyg Cethollcs; “Divine Liturgy”™
smong the Orthodox), marriage,
Holy Orders {ardinstion), and the
anpinting of the sick.

SYNMAGOGURE: The Jewish house
of worahip and meeting.

SPIMITUALISM:; Communica-
tion between the Iving and the dead.

BTAKE: In Mormonism an organi-
zation of wards in a given aren,
headed by 8 president Equivalent of
a Baptist asaaciation.

TALMUD: The rodification of the
Jewlah oral law, togather with ieach-
ings and discussions, which waas
done in Palestine (The Jesusalem
Taimud) and Badylon (The Babylo-
nian Talmud) over a period of
approximately 500 to 1,000 years.

TEMPLE: 1. Reform Judaism term
for a synagogue. 2. Mormon building
reserved for special rites of endow-
ment, baptism for the dead, and
celestial marriage ceremonies. 3.
Buddhist or Hindu house of worship.

TORAH: The first five books of the
Bible. Has come to mean all Jewish
religious teaching.

WARD: Local Mormon congrega-
tion.

WITCH: A person who formally -
works magic. Y

Dr. Hastings is assistant director, Depart-
ment of Interfaith Witness, Home Mission
Board.

Dr Igleheart Is dwaciar of tha deparimenL




1 had asked the class to write down the name of the
most beautiful woman they each knew. None of the

bers chose a f: entertainer or someons
known for physical beauty. Many named someone
already past the prime of life Several d

from our bodies. We only do this when we are 1*..
care of them properly.

Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, andw,
are to glorify God in them (1 Cor. 6:19-20), Juai 4

their own mothers and grandmothers.

When 1 asked the class members why they consid-
ered these women beautiful, they answered with
words like unselfish serenity, neatm youth-
ful outlook, warmth, kindness, closeness to the Lord,
sweet spirit, graai andi in others. The
description of neainess was the closest any of them
came to mentioning physical appearance.

I'm sure the promoters of our multi-billion dollar
cosmetic industry would have been horrified ta hear
these descriplions of beauty. But | was pleased. The
women of this class had learned two truths from the
Bible: outward beauty doesn't last (Prov. 31:30); and
beauty should come from the soul, not be tacked on
ihe outside (1 Peter 3:3-4),

Does that mean We're not to pay any attention to
outward app e, thatas Christi weare
to be dull, drab, and sloppy? Are we to deny our-
selves the pleasures of knowing we look and smell
good? No, 1don‘t think so. But, as women committed
toJesus, we must examine our motives for adorning
ourselves.

Why Bother?
There are several biblical justyfications fos taking
8ood care of our bodies. The first is the principle of
stewardship. God expects us to get maximum usage

g, flower-bedecked church building bring,
honor to God and aida the worship experience, i
attractive Christian woman brings honor to God s
a hymn of praise to the hearts of those who cboery
her.

As we honor God with our bodies, we reflect thy
beauty of Jesus (2 Cor. 3:18). We are not to be
fun-house mirrors that grossly distort the image o
Christ, nor cheap mirrors that cause even minu
distractions. We are nat to be wom-out mimu
whose silvering has flaked off, revealing spots of the
glass instead of the reflected image. We are tobe
spotless plale-glass, giving a sharp, unmistakabl
picture.

Our appearance also affects aur witness. “Man
looks on the outward appearance” (1 Sam. 167RsV)
Unfortunately, thats true; until sameone gets dose
enough 10 us ta hear what we have to say, to obserw
our life-style. the only thing he knows of us is ow
appearance Many people have been 30 put off by
how some Christian women look that they never give
themselves a chance to hear the message.

Some Christan women lean toward no makenp
and jewelry, dowdy clothes, and a bun in ihe ha
Others prefer false eyelashes, fashionable cloths,
and stylish wigs. There is nothing inherently wrong
with either of these looks except that when we goto
extremes in outward app e we call attention to
our ouler selves instead of the Christ within.

Here are some things ['ve learned in God's beauly
salon.

Working on the Qulside
A house infested with termites will eventually
disintegrate no matter how many coats of paint a1e

fied to the outside. The basic structure of 1he
house must be treated and made sound. We women,
instead of just painting our exteriors, need to master
Hhree basic princaples for our own physical sound-

088,

! 1. What goes in must come out. We are what we eat
and breathe. No cosmetic can emulate the glow that
comes from healthful eating. Eating the wrong kind
of food — 100 much sugar, stasch, fried foods,
carbonated or stronger beverages — will show up
sooner or later in fat; sallow. pimply skin, lank,
lusterless hait; and brittle naits. We don't have to be
jood faddists to choose fruit and cheese in place of
ch desserts.

2. Use it or lose 11. This little maxim holds true for
musical talent, tennis strokes, and waistlines. A
regular exercise program will keep us trim;
strengthen our bodies to do 1he jobs God designed
them to do; and circulate fresh, healthy blood to our
skin, hair, nails, and brains.

It doesn’t seem 10 matter what exercise program
you have just as long as you engage in it regularly. |
like to do yoga postures because they‘re not strenu-
ous and don’t make me work up a sweat Then for
stamina, 1like jumping rope. [ can doitin the privacy
of my own home — getting the same benefits as
jogging or running without entertaining all the
neighborhood dogs.

Many women try to deny the evidences of aging by
increasing the amouni of makeup they use or by
wearing inappropriately youthful clothes. Yet noth-
ingtells age like lack of grace in the way we walk. We
tend to lose our flexibility and move in a stiff,
awkward manner as we grow older. We can combat
this if we pay attention to our spines, keeping them
flexible through consistent exercise. My cwn favorite

&ﬁoﬂu j"ree)

A Free Beauty Treatment
Ruth Wagner Miller

flexibility trick is to sit on the floor whenever possible
— il makes the back and tegs do their stuff,

3. "Take rest; a field that has rested gines o bountiful
crop.”” Sufficient rest plays a large part in the spar-
kling eye, springy step, and overall impresgsion of
good health. In the years when we devote so much
time and strength to our families we slight our need
for sleep. It shows up as blue circles and bags under
our eyes. It also contributes to muddy complexions,
dull hair, and irritability. A good bil of our overeating
can be attributed to lack of rest — we grab a snack for
quick energy when aur bodies are really crying out
for a nap

Don't feel guilty about your need for sleep, for as
Benjamin Franklin said, “'He that can take resl ia
greater than he that can take cities.”” Determine what
your sleep needs are. 1f your family schedule, like
mine, requites you to get up earty and go to bed late,
take a nap ai lunchtime. Working outside the home is
no excusé You can nap in your car, the park, the
ladies’ lounge, or wherever else you find a place to
lay your head.

To be beautiful, find your best features, and
capitalize on them. If you have thick ankles, draw
attention away from them by concentrating on your
hair If your nose has too much “character,” make
your hands lovely. Don’t waste ime bemoaning yout
defects — bring out your best. Then, as Gladys Hunt
warns us, “Don’t be found hating thick ankles more
than an ugly soul.”

Beautifying the Inside

“A talr face withoul a fair soul is like a glass eye that
shines and sees nothing.” We all know good-looking
women who are empty shells and very plain-looking
women who are truly beautiful. The ditference, of
course, is their beautician

Just as good healih provides the foundation upon
which we build our physical beauty, our spiritual
health determines our inner beauty We start with




that personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Then we
can draw some parallels between what makes us
physically atiractive and what makes us spiritually
beautiful. The same three principles apply

1. What goes in must come ou!. We must feed our
spirits just as we feed our physical bodies. God
provides wholesome milk and meal and solid foed in
the form of his Word. We must eal it in order 1o
mature 1n spiritual beauty. And it doesn't hun us
now and then to swallow a mouthful of pnde or eata
plate uf humbie pie

Just as we often @at junk fuod that can harm us and
consume empty calories which dull our appetite for
more wholesome loods, we also feed our spirits junk
— harmful books, lelevision programs, and ques-
tonable forms of enlertainment. We snack on things
that, although harmless in themselves, dull our
spintual appetites for the deeper things of God.

Our spiritual lives teed by 1he senses of sight and
hearing. Jesus tells us, "Your eyes light up your
inward being. A pure eye lets sunshine inlo your
soul. A lustful eye shuts out the light and plunges
you inlo darkness So watch ot thal the sunshine
isn't blotied oul 1l you are filled with light within,
with no dark cormers, then your face will be radiani
toa, as though a floodiight 1s beamed upon you'
(Luke 11:34-36 The Living Bible) Refuse to look on
that which defiles you or wastes your bime and
energy

We musi also guard our ears. We can tum off the
garbage going oul over the airwaves But what about
the garbage one church memher wants to fell us
about anolher? Are we as willing to turn that off?
Whal goes into ous minds as gossip comes out as
warped attitudes and is often passed on Pass up the
tasty morsels of gossip just as you'd pass up a gooey
piece of chacolate cake.

Rreathing fresh air 2:ds our physical beauty. We
exhale the ald, slale ai from our lungsinorder to take
in the invigorating. exhilarating fresh air And
spintual brealhing assures us of unfading beauty. We
exhale (confess) our sin In God, emplying purselves
of self. Then we inhale the fullness of the invigorat-
ing Holy Spirit. How appropriate that the Bible refers

to the Holy Spirit as being like a breath of wing,

2. Use it or lose it applies equally to our Spiritg
strength. The best exercise for trengthening sqy
muscles is called 'stepping out”” That is, we stepoul
on faith reminding God of 3 promise we've found iy
his Word. Each time we do. our racing muscles grom
stranger (Phil. 3:14) Ancther good exercise is "'rexch
ing out.” We reach out to others with God's love ang
a5 we do, we stretch our muscles, increasing the
capacity to reach further the nexi time. Consislen
spiritual exescise program maintains our flexibility
allowing God to work in every circumstance, ang
builds our stamina 5o that we can run until the raceis
finished.

3. "Restn the Lord, and wait patiently for him * (Psalm
37:7). Much of the beauty we see in older women is;
result of their resting in the 1.ord. We must Jearn thit
beauty lesson from them We scurry here and there.
doing the Martha part of the job, neglecting an
important parl ol our spintual beauty culture.

God rested on the seventh day of his creation.
Jesus went inlo the hills to rest fram the multitude
He said, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and we
heavy laden, and | will give you rest’” {Matt. 11:24)
Yet we insist on carrying the whole load of our fears
and worries.

What does il mean to rest in the Lord? It meanslo
draw aparl, reteeat, get quiel, meditate. The Spinit-
filled woman knows peace. for she has transferred
her burdens to the Lard and rests in him. It shewsup
in her face. her attitude toward circumstances, and
her treatment of other people.

There’s a limit to physical heauty. We take what
Cod gives us and try to make the most af it, but we
never pragress beyond what we have to work with
Spiritual beauty just keeps on growing, unlinuted in
its potential.

Physical beauty fades with age Mere said, “'Beauty
is the first present nature gives to women, and the
first it takes away " Spiritual beauty intensifies with
age Fed on God's Word., exercised by faith, and
resting in him, a woman begins to carry herself tikea
daughter of the King. Her face becomes radiant as we
see less of her and more of the Christ within het

CONTEXT

What do you know abowt the Cooperative Program? Mark sach
stotememt trus or falsa.

.. -1. The Coopsrative Program Is a channel through which Sowthern
Baptists Ananclally support world misslons.

___2.The Cooparative Progrom makes it possibls for every Individual
church member to have a part in teaching, training, preaching, and
healing every day.

3, The Sovthern Boptist Convention tells sach church what
percentage or amount of Its budgst must be given through the
Coopserative Program.

___4&. Meisengers from churchss In our own state determine the
percentage of {oopsrative Program funds to be used In our state and
the Southera Baptist Convention.

5. The Coopsrative Program was adopted by the Southern Baptist
Convention In Memphis, Tennsises, in 1935,

__8&. Rll Southern Baptist Conventlon boards and agencles recelve
Cooperative Program monsy.

7. Funds lor Womon’ Misslonary Unlon ars providsd through the
Cooperative Program.

8. The states kesp nn average of 65 percant of Cooperative
Program monles for ministries within the state and send abow 35
percant for Southern Baptist Convantion causes.

9. Forslgn misslons recsives 10 percent of Southern Baptist
Conventlon Cooperative Program funds.

10. On an average, churches give about 20 percant of their tatal
income through the Cooperative Program.

11. Administrative costs taks asarly 15 percent of the Cooperative
Program glhs.

__12. The Cooperative Program includes all giRs, plus speclal
offerings for state, home, and forelgn misslons.
___13. Our ministry to the “widaurs and otphans' and others la need
is sv ad through the Cooperative Program.
__1‘:”1':. (oopcur:tl'n Program helps to provids pastors and other
stalf and denomlaational ministers with college and seminary
sducation.
___15. Missionarles for both the Home and Fereign Mission Boards
receive support through the Cooperative Proagram.

Answaers on page 39.
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If Paggy snd 1 Shared
a Bosphox

Paggy Just akittered out of the
schooll carrying & handful of
papera io ba graded She moves
something ke sn autumn leaf Purry
even on her "bad" days. On better
days sha [» atomedo —nothing less.

Todsy she is In the school a3 &
volunteer. She will grade papers.
cover an occesional class for a
teacher wha needs g break, type an
inordinate ber of stencils {often
forgetting to guard her sailor-like
vocabulary when she makes an er-
ror). She will complete a dazen ar so
of those never-gotten-to littke Jobs
that are constant gnats buzting
around a keachers head.

Perhaps she will return tomormow
23 a “pald substitute.” If 50, she wil
thovroughly tyrannize her teenage
wards and {to the delight of the
absent teacher) run a cl that

Carol Tornlinson
is as tight as any respeciable
penitentiary.
The kids call her “Sarge.” The
teachers call her "Peggy.” All who
know her call her blessed.

The Vallyy of tha Shedew

of Lika

Peggy has one of those personal-
lties that would create laughter any-
where, Her humos is biting, but her
smile {s tender — and the balance
aeems to trike a pleasant chard in
people. But Peggy is one of the
people who must carry a greet
weight — and who must decide how
best to deal with the load.

Peggy has cancer. She has had i
for aleven years.

It is not a gentle, slow kind of
cancer. In her eleven-year acquain-
tance with the disease she has had
more surgery than the bravest
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g us wauld dare contemplate,

(t began with s masteclomy. Thet
was followed by a hy yy, the
removal of her stomach Kning, &-
tensive throat surgery, rectal surgefy,
andthe remnoval of much of the bome
from her jaw.

Peggy is in the hospital at lesaltwo
days a week now — usually three. On
the remaining school days, she b
among ua. She calls us “the hucky
ones.”

But Peggy is not down on HER
luck. She will quicldy tell you how
fortunate she is 10 be near medicel
facilities that honor her acuke driveto
stay mlive. When her liver becams
invaded with the cancar, she
rationalized, “Well, that makea me
more intaresting to the dociom
They won't be Likely to drop me from
their expesimentation now.”

Sometimes a teacher will suy,
"See you tomorrow, Peggy” and
she’ll anawer as sha scoots down U
stairs, "| won't be here tomorrow. I've

whuntesred 19 stayTh the hosphalan
atira day this week, The doctore
have & new technique they're ying
and T've signed up to be a guines
pig” Then the Inevitablle concduaion
that always follows that type of an-
nouncement from Peggy. “Some-
day they're gonna Aad the cure and
I'm gonna be Amst in ined”

Peggy calis us the kicky onea now,
b some of us wil luter exparience
her kinship with disease. She hes
mads us more sble to Jace thet
posabbiliity.

The Lasoons of Pogyy

Peggy keeps going. Tha pain often
shakes her body. But she will be at
sthool before that irst bell tings on
any day she is not hospitalized. That
i# one of her secrats. Actually, its no
secret. We all know that giving in to
pain or sorvow of defest s en thvite-
tion to ruin. But you ought to see
Peggy practice thet common-sense
pinciple of keeping busy. She has
two children. They are har “motive-
ton” for not retreating from life. And
then, she has the strongest of
comvictions thet she has so much
give to others and hasnt neardy
«xhausted her storehouse of giving
yet As she sees R, it's Just not time for
her to stop Iving.

She crochets in every space mo-
ment (her friends sre blessed with
the most meticulously made giits —
and lest year she sold over thirty-five
large-scale crocheted projects to
people in the hospital). Each
Christmas she bakes aver one
thousend cookles for a locel
department so that institutionalized
thildeen can have a home-baked
tres. She also supplies “Christmes”
foratieast five of these children each
year, Her home Is Mterally overrun
with weekend and holiday guests for
whom she cooka magnificently {in
spite of the foct that she can osl
Amost nane of what she prepares).

Suffuring Lsat Glamerans
So olen, we make our heroee look
1 h .b,u_'*‘ P prey W
would be the fiest ko tell you thaty &
. Sometimes she cries for hours
with the pain, When school opens in
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things Peggy has taught Mdlﬂ

n be for hee to walk over Into

C ke el u Seapbes - . .
‘ ahat sbe'd e 0

who have the gilt of her irlesdship

that you dom't heve 30 be a sesl
haroine ¥ win victories. Sha shares
with us her stumnbling and filing -
and for the first tine we balieve that
we. (00, might e iive idnd of people
who could stare down lragedy.
Gommon people can do Kk i they
hove an uncomman willto. .

--n-a-n-n.eé-o

pationts. They laupgh a kot They eese
relentioeely. Mostly they dont tall
about the disense, dut elloss Un
“daly” things of lving = harmes,
houss cleaning, proud panent kind of
things. But thete %o n ellent wtsiler-
stnding smang tham and s conbext
of life that gives tham the shility 2 I
each othgy up ot the rght momente.

Another “enswez” & ']
found i» honasty. There wes &t
when she wanied to run foons b
Implications -of her liiness. She
Knowe nowr that sHe and hat lemily
suffar loss when they ‘lay & on the
line." To face the jacts is i be ablo
construct a ife from tham. To dodge
the facts s © kve among the ruios of
die dreams. She s bnatally honest
sbout herse¥ end she lu @ shillful
architect In building from the tuth.

Puggy hes lsamed thal cance: can
make & person egocentiic - pelf-
plity and self-cwareness In avedy
thoughi. Sha has leamed that think-
ing about the pain mekes k worse
She has leamed that thinkdng alvoul
hezsell makes her moes onely $ian
sha has (o be. She has lemad that
[ on her dificubies robe
her of the joy of helping somaecoe
alse — and the bridges that quch

and eat them e though they are
odd, you have dehumanited them.

, Kfe a8 (1 haa been. it in the mind
and soul of & parson which sets the
boundaries of ife, and a diseased

does not deprive @ persca of
Ws 34t by his mind and his soul,
Disesse domp mot make cripples of
peogie N loohmu.:lw--
mumw“ wel-

D filends. Leam the fine bal-
anca between smpsthy and pity.
Donl stop somecne from doing

wmumuam-mn
build
be.

to set him do it Dont
» where they don't need tp

HiNedo Sonpbex ...
Andt if | had my chance 1o epeak of
Paggy, I'd amy: Sbe's an example of
hear sulfaring can be magnified into
strongth. Shelt been & modet to me.
She is remadiable not because of
ha skiviing death, but.because of
Ivae samnithity v ife. She grades my
pupers. She Jaughs st my enecdotes,
She rants with me when I'm engry. -
She reinioroes my taith in ¢ God who
dossn ahy eway from questions.:
And mostly, there wis the comment
oha made et summer one day
when she Ipaked ug from her type-
wiar:
Yoy know whet | ke mote than
anythiag sise In the world? Being
alivel”

Ma 300, briend.
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Japtist Women Meeting

What is a dialague? l1 is a conver-
sation, generally between two peo-
ple or two groups. It assumes thal
each person will have an equal
chance to speak, to present his
views and s12t¢ his ideas.

Martin Buber, a graat philoso-

her of this century. said that for

real dialogue to take place. there
must be two movements: first, set-
ting at a dislance. and second.
entering inio relation.

As we look at these two move-
ments, we can see why each is
Importaat. [{ one person is not to
some degree different from the
othes, theie is nothing to talk
about. Who 1alks into a mirrar and
expecis a response? But if differ.
ence js all that is seen, these is sl
no dialoque. Two persons who are
different mus1 enter inta 1ela-
tian." Then there can be dialogue.

1 is very hard 1o have dialogue
across lines of religious difference
This is especially true of groups
that worship numerous gods. But
there are some groups with whom
we as Baptists can have real dia-
legue — those wha wotship the
ane irue God. Some of these
groups with whom dialague is now
going on are Catholics, Jews, and
Muslims in the United States.

For along time we have majored
on the differences between our-
selves and these groups We have
“set them a1 a distance.”” Rut there
are also similaritlies in ihese
groups that make it possible for us
to “enter Into relation” with them.
So we can have dislogue with
ithem. What are some of these
similasities?

Cathalics, Jews. and Muslims all
worshlp the one true God.

Caiholics, of course, are Chris:
tians. Jews and Muslims. though
0ot accepling Jesus as the San ol
God, worship ibe God revealed in
the Bible. All these groups also
accept the Old Testament Scrip-
tures. Muslims accept the New
Testament as a “sacred book.” But
they believe that there are evroesin
the Bible which are corrected in
the Quron {Koran). Although Jews
do not accept the New Testament,
it is & very "Jewish’ book since
almost all af {15 authors are
Jewish. And 1he thought patterns
and backgrounds are Jewish.

Alithree groups accept Jesus as
more than an ordinary man. Jews
see him as a great 1eacher. Mus.
lims accept him as one of the out-
standing propheis sent by God.

There are great similarities.
also, in the areas of human rela-
tions, ethics. and social justice,
Specific teachings are concerned
with the way persons should 1rean
their fellow human beings,

On the basis of these similarities
and others. Baptists are having
dialogue increasingly with these
groups. A ber of dialngues are
sponsored or encouraged by the
Departmens of lnterfaith Witness
of our Home Mission Board. Glenn
1gleheart, director. has enplained:
“The task of Interfaith Witness is
to equip Baptists for a clear and
loving witness in the world of 1oday
where a wide variety of faith
groups are having greater impact
on American life.

“There are basically thyee pur-
poses for Intevfaith Witness, One is
to blish dial, q bet B‘]"
tists and other faith groups such as
Catholics, Jews. Buddhists, Mus-

lims, Jehovah's Witnesses, and
Mormons. Another purpose is to
p awareness conf es in
which Baptists learn about othey
faith groups.

“A third purpose is 1o help in
changing attitudes so that we may
love rather than distruss”

How Bapitiets and Catholics
Talk with Each Other

Some amazing things have been
happening in the Catholic Church
since Vatican Il — a meeting of the
world's Catholic leaders in 1962.
65. This council made it clear that
Cathaolics are interesied in conver-
sation with their non-Calholic
Chiistian friends Baptists and
other evangelical Chyistian groups
have responded by knocking a1 the
door that so invitingly stands ajar.

Faur Baptist-Catholic Regional
Canlerences have been held in the
70s: in Daytona Beach, Flarida, in
1971: in Houston, Texas, in 1972
in Masciottsville, Maryland. in
1974; and in Menlo Park. Califor-
nia, in 1975. These conferences
included clergy and leaders from
both religious groups Differences
were not “'swept under the yug”
But the important fact was 1hat
participants went away knowing
and appreciating each other bet-
ter.

The first conference dealt with
such issues as salvation. church-
state relations, and evangelism
Two statements. taken from ad-
dresses by a Cathalic and a Bap-
tist. show the similarities and
dilferences in our beliefs aboul
salvation.

From the Cathalic: “We ate all
one in professing Jesus Christ 3¢
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Lord and Saviour. We acknowl-
edge Christ as the author of salva-
on. . - -

“Ahbhough maintaining the
practice of infant baptism by which
(he child 1s borp again in newness
of life. for il s the gift of God,
Catholics hold thai the Christian
who has reached the age of reason
must accepl Jesus Christ as his
personal Saviour. and must con-
frm that faith by conversion of

Bapiist ministers A Cathalic mis-
sionary priest helped get Baptist
and Catholic leaders together in a
meeting in Georgia several years
ago. The results were astounding
10 bath sides. Catholics were
amazed 10 discover that Good
News for Modern Man. am officially
approved transiation of the New
Testament. was largely the work of
a Southern Baptist. Robert
Bratcher And a Bapiist com-
d: "] realize that the man in

heart and life, il {inal salvationista
be his This salvation for the indi-
vidua! Christian is a liletime pro-
cess m which man says Yes to
Gad.”

From (he Baptist: “'We under-
stand the word iiself |aaluation | to
be descriptive of a velationship
between God and an individual
human being wherein the human
being s1ands assured of God's for-
giveness for human failure, God's
grace for present endeavor. and
God's power for victory over death,

Salvation is conceived as a
relationship which deals with the
past. the preseni. and the future.

“Believing with Pavl that 'God
was in Christ reconciling the world
unio himself,' we see the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus as
the unique and altagether suffi-
cient event which cveates the po-
fential dor salvation, That which is
potential because of divine and
sacrificial love becomes a realily
when there is @ human love in
résponse 1o love expressed
Ihrough vepentance for sin and
laith in Jesus Christ.”

An intesesting outgrowth of
1hese meetings has been the re.

tpanse of the Catholic clergy and

the turned coflar is my friend. We
have a common faith’”

Catholics attend meetings ofthe
Southern Baptist C ion and
visit Gloriela and Ridgecrest Bap-
1igg Canference Centers for meet-
ings such as Home Missions Week.
Baptists, in turn attend Cathalic
meetings.

These hreakihvoughs on the
Jevel of church leaders are en-
couraging. But i1 is even more
imporiant for Catholics and Bap-
tists an the local level to work
together for understanding and
mutual support.

Ways for Baptists and
Catholics 10 Meet Each Other

There are many ways for Bap-
19515 and Catbholics to meet in dla-
Jogue. Baptist Women can do
much to promote or plan for such
meelings Here are some sugges-
tions:

A ger-acquointed service — a
Sunday night or midweek service.
After the regular worship service
the Baptist group can have open
house for their Caiholic friends. 8e
prepared ta vespond 1o a return
invitatian rom 1he Caiholic group

A Baptist-Catholic town meei-
ing — an area meeting sponsored

by a Baptist associatlon ov (wo of
more churches. along with corre-
pondi Catholl ps. The
purpose would be primarily to help
each group learn about the beliefs
and practices of the other, It could
be held on Sunday afiernoon or a
week night

A weekend retreat — for small
groups inierested in the same spir-
jilual matters. 1t could be held a1 a
facility owned by either Catholics
or Baptists. The purpase would be
to deepen spiritual life and 10 help
individuals come into closer fe)-
lowship with other Christians.

Interjaith Bible siudy groupa —
an angoing project in which a
small group of Baptists and
Catholics meet an a regular basis
10 pray and study the Bible A
booklet entitled farerfaith Prayer
and Bible Study gives detailed help
in setting up these graups and
choosing siudy materials, 1t is
available from the Department of
Interiaith Witness of the Hame
Mission Board. 1350 Spring Si..
NW, Adanta. GA 30309

How Baptiata and Jewa Talk
with Each Other

Baptists and Jews have been
joining in dialogue for several
years. Many of these meeatings
have been between church and
synagogue Jeaders. The Home
Mirsion Board and the American
Jewish Committee sponsored a
scholars' confevence in Louisville,
Kentucky, in August 1969, Some of
the topics discussed were: the .
meaning of the Messiah. church-
state relations, and anti-Semitiem
{prejudice against Jews). All these
topics were considered from both
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the Jewish and the Baptlst points
of view. A fallow-up scholars' con-
ference was held in June 1971 in
Cincinnatl, Obio.

Since 1966. Baptists and Jews In
Miami have been holding annual
Jewish-Christian fellowshlps.
These meetings are sponsoved
jointly by the Miam) Baptist As-
sociation and the Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith. The pur-
pose of the meetings is 10 break
down prejudice.

Lloyd Whyte. Interfaith Witness
regional director who lives in the
Miami Assaciation. said, “We see
misundersiandings cleared up.
better appreciation of one another
and lines of communication kept
ppen.’”

Arthur Teltelbaum, director of
the leagues regional office, said:
“What was remarkable was the
willingness. once both commu-
nitles reached out (0 each other,
to begin rhis kind of ¢cumenical
contact”'

In Kansas City, Kansas, fo5 sev-
eral years the associational WML
and the Juwish Work Commirtee o¢
the association sponsared
INTERCOM. The purpose was 1o
acquaint Jews and Christians with
each other's beliels and practices.

In 1965 1he theme was

‘Synagogue — Home — Church
Duting the meeting there were
demonstrations of & Christian fam-
ily altar, a Sunday School ctass.
and a baptismal service. The
Jewish particlpants explained
their observances of (he Sabbalh
and the Passouver and the function
of the 1abbi.

Dialoguing with Jews has more
problems than 1alking with other
Christian groups. Two difficulties
are particularly troublesome One
Is the question ¢f Jesus' messiah-
ship The other is an(i-Semitism
which colers many Christians' a1-
ti{udes and actions toward Jews

Although mangy Baptisis would
not think of persecuting Jews. they
do not hesithe to tell “Jew jokes"
of 10 cast slurs on Jewish persons.

The Jewish community Is under-
standably sensitive to such at-
titudes. Unless they are assured
they will not be subjected to preju-
dice, Jewish people shy away from
dialogue.

The major issue between Jews
and Christians is. of course, the
deity of Jesus and his messishship.
Jews wili not accept crude or tuth-
less attemnpts to make them believ-
ers in Jesus. But they can and will
respond 10 genuine love from
Christlans.

Joseph P. Estes saps: "'The
prime obligation of the Christian is
to love the Jew, withou! condition,
in1he spirit of Cheist Ul we love 1he
Jew only with a view to his becom-
ing Christian. we do not truly love
theJew It is not the Christian
abligation 10 ‘convert anybody.
Conversion, in the proper sense. 1
God's work. He can be trusied

And Rabbl Arthur Gilberi says:
"My dearest Baptist friends in-
clude your Baptist workers |n the
State of Istael .. They studied
Hebrew. bought a farm and
worked 1he |and. they have be-
come neighbors commitied 1o the
congues! of the soll and (o the
welfare of Isvael. . Their actions
speak louder than any words they
would proclaim.”™

This quality of Jove-in-action |y
what Is needed in a Jewish.Baptiy
dlalogue.

Ways for Baptiste and Jawasa
Muet Each Other

Baptists and Jews can mest b
sessions such as INTERCONM,
sponsored by associationy o
churches. Two polnts need to be
kept in mind: The meeting showd
be for fellowship. not evangelum
Also, interesting mixing activithes
should be planned to be sure that
members of both groups get to
know one another.

Such actlvilies can begl be held
during Jewish Fellowship Week,
the third week in April, Other Ideas
for this week include exchange
meelings between synagogue and
church, speciel services during the
week, and general socials to which
Jewish neighbors and friends can
be invited.

Another way of showing love
and appteciation lor Jewish per-
sons in the community is through
greeting cards. Since the Jewish
holidays come from the Old Tes-
1ament. we can celebrate them
more hearlily than Jews can cele
brate our Chrisimas and Eastes.
Some of the holidays or specisl
dates thar can be yemembered by
Christians are: Passover (April 3.
1977); Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish
New Year {September 13, 1977)
Hanukkah |HAH-nohk-uh] (De
cember 5, 1377); and confirmation
days for Jewish boys and gltls
These confirmation observances
are called Bar Mitzvah fo1 the bay
and Ras Mitzvah for the girl Ifyou
know of such events in the lives of
neighbors or friends. you can send
sinceie congralulations.

How Baptista apd Muallme
Tulk with Each Other
Missionaries to Muslims in Israel
spent an extra year in the United
States witnessing to Muslims here.
Ray and Rosemary Regisier and
thely family were on turlough In

Norih Carolina. To their_suspsise
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they found hunteds of Avab Mus-

vety much alive. Blacks who

lims in Raleigh as students and
permanent resldents. “‘Every-
where we went.” they said. "a
church, to shap, and the park. we
met Arabs and Perslans, mast of
whom were Muslim.”

The Reglsters recefved an exten-
slan of fuslaugh to work on &
project of dlalogue and interfalth
witness with Muslims, They state
what is invalved this way:

“Much of Ray's time is spent in
atiending functions of the Arab
Club and the Muslim Student As-
sociation ar North Carglina State
University. as well as international
student functions of campus reli-
gious organizations, The Sundays
he is home, he atiends a Quran
{Karan — the Muslim holy baok)
— study with Muslim studenis atter
chuteh. In1he process heis writing
and (esting a 'Guide to Dislogue
with Muslims” which may be used
by others in the future”

Obuiously ther¢ Is nat much ap-
portunity to do what the Registers
aredaing. Butthere ave other Mus-
lims in the United States besides
the one¢s from foreign countries.

ished to di anyrelatlonship
with Christianity and to affirm
their Eastern heritage began this
movement several years ago.

At first this was a militant group,
excluding whites and refusing 8l-
legiance to the Unied States But
things are changing in the Na-
tion af Islam, as Black Muslims

The Rlack Muslim mo 1 is

Home Missiar. Board phate
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<ol themeelves. They are allowing
white visitors and white members.
And they are getting involved in
politics ¥ather than shunning any-
thing related to American gov-
ernment, As these changes go on,
there will be mare apportunity for
dialogue with this group.

Waya for Baptista and Mus.
lime ta Mest Eoch Other

The best oppartunities for Bap-
tisls to meet Muslims wili be in
university centers. It will be mosi
mpartant for Baptists to know and
appreciate the similaritles be-
tueen Musllm and Christian be-
liefs. Baptists should know enaugh
about Muslims to be tamiliar with
the main points of difference. A
true appreciation of the mono-
theism of the Muslim and his
backgraund as related to Judaism
and Christianity will make it pos-
sivle for a Baptist to dialague with
him.

As for the Nation af Islam, Llayd
Whyte makes 1his suggestion:
“May | suggest (hat you seek out
the Muslim leaders in your atea.
and ask questions as to thelr views
concerning ecanomics, politics,
and their religious posture”

Planning the Meeting

STUDY AIM

As a result of this study, mem-
bers shauld understand that wit-
nessing often includes two-way
shaning

PLAN 1

Plan a combination symposium
and group planning or sharing
Plan for three members to give the
matetial "How Baptists and
Talk with Each Qther.”" Give the
introduction. Then introduce all
thice women and ask them to
speak in turn, without fusther
wards from yau

Fallowing 1he symposium divide
the women Inta small groups
ithree (o #ive apiece] Ask each

graup to siudy “'Ways for Baptists
and
to Meet Each Other'” — vusing
the material related 1o all three
ereligious groups Ask the groups lo
censider what follaw-up actlvity
they wauld like to plan. They
should consider bath 1he possibil-
ity of contact with the religious
group and the best way to carty an
dislogue with il
Following abaul fifieen minutes
of small-group activity, call the
women together fo¢ teports. Deci-
sians on a definite follaw-through
activity can be made a1 this time.

CALL TO PRAYER
An appropriate Scripture pas-

sage to read would bhe: “Have we
not all ane {ather? hath nat one
God created us?” (Mal. 2:10). Re-
mind the women that God is the
creator af all humanity. that he
wants all people 10 have a fathes-
child relatioship with him. Il pos-
sible, when vreading the names on
the missianary prayer (is1 (pp. 42-
48). include the religion af the
people with whom they are work-

ing.

PLAN FOR FOLLOW-THROUGH

As » result of this study. the
graup may wish 10 have a dialogue
activity with a Catholic, Jewish. ar
Black Muslim graup {or Muslims

ROYAL SERVICE ® APRIL 1977

n

|

|




|
, from oiher countrles in your com-
munity). The study material gives
| specific suggestions.

PLAN 2
| Decide in advance 10 have »
[ollow-through activity. Then Ihe
i sesaion will be given over 10 study
about the religious group ta be
{ contacied and 1» making plans for

dialogue in some actlvity.

W your group wishes to go inta
depih about dialogue with other
religious groups, you'may plan 1o
have an outside speaker A
atholic priest, a Jewssh rabbi, oy
h student of Fasiern religions may
come 1o present 1he bellefs ol thal
group. Be sure 1o leave time for

When yau don’t know. you can't
act. Learn about the world of many
{aiths — learn about one specitic
taith you a1e cusious about.

The following list Includes books
about what Bapiisis belleve. gen-
eral books an other religions, and
bonks about specidic religinus
Qinups. All are availahle through
Baptist Book Stnres:

The Armatrong Empire. A Look
at the World-Wide Church of God
by Joseph Hopkins {Eerdmans
1974) $4.50 paper

Hondbook of Denominations in
the Unlted Statea, sixth edition, by
Frank S. Mead {Abingdon 1975)
$5.95

A Handbhook of Contemparary
Theology by Beraard Ramm
(Eerdmans 1966) $2.25

How to Witneas to Jdehouah's
Witnessen by William J. Srhrell
(Baker Baok House 1975) $1.45
paper
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questions and dialogue
Lead in Call 10 Prayer as
suggested under Plan 1.

PLAN 3

Divide your group info two de-
bating teams. Choose one of the
following questions and ask Ihe
1wo graups to spend a few minutes
preparing far a debate. One group
wili preseni a three-minule case for
the question, and 1he other group a
three-minule case against the
questinn.

Resolved: Witnessing to same-
one of another faith has no mean-
ing unless that person becomes a
Baptist.

Resolved: Christianity is not so

EADAL ERTREADAL ERTREADAL ER
EADAL ERTREADAL ERTREADALER
EADALERTREADALERTREADALEF

An Introduction to the Bible by
L. . Johnson {Convention 1969!
$1.20

A Manual of Demonalagy and
the Uccult hy Kem Philpatt (Zan-
dervan 1973) $2.95 paper

Demons, Demans, Demans by
John Newport {Braadman 1972)
§$4.95

A Laymaon’s Handbook of Chris-
tien Doctrine by Herschel R,
Hubhs (Broadman) §2.95

The Occult an Option by M.
Thomas Starkes (Chrisi for the
Worid Publishers 1674) §1.95

Religions and Spintuat Groups
tn Modern Americo by Robent §
Ellwaod. Jr. {Prentice-Hall 1974)
$5.95

The Reiuctant Witners by Ken-
neth Chafin {Broadman 1974;
$4.50

Share Your Faith with a Mualim
by C. R. Marsh(Maady Press 1975)
$1 25 paper

much a religion as it Is a relation.
ship.

After both sides have presemed
their cases. allow Individual mem.
bers of npposing teams opporty.
nity to reply ta the other team's
arguments {each persoun should be
allowed one minute anly)

Then, lead a free discussion In
volving the entire group.

Be prepared o refer injerested
members to baoks on the subject of
interfaith witness far {follow-
through reading {see p. 24},

Lead in Call 10 Prayer as
suggesied under Plan 1.

Volma Brown is 2 teacher and wrterining
in Fort Worth, Texas.

The Spirit of Sun Myung Moon
hy Zala Levitt {Harvest Hause
1976) $1.75 paper

Thote Curipus New Cults from
Astrology ta Zen, fram Witcheraft
ra Jesus Freaks — A Searching,
Quizzical Loak at the Cult Fxplo-
sion by Willlam ). Priersen {Keats
Publishers 1975) §1.95 paper

The Weird World of the Occuft by
Walker 1. Knight {Tyndale House
1972) $1.45 paper

What Baoptists Helieve by
Herschel H. Haobbs {Broadman)
$2.50

B.O.O.K. (Beliefs of Other
Kinds) {Home Mission Board
1975) $1 00 paper

Christlan Devigrions by Haorton
Navies {Westminster 1965) $2.75

Confronting Popular Culta by

Thnmas Starkes {(Broadman 1972
$2.25

™ —

What Is

It?
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Eliee Bentley

Getting Through to the Wenderful
You by Charlie W. Shedd (Flem-
ing H Revell 1976) $4.95*

What Everyone Should Know
About Transcendental Medita-
tion hy Gardon R. Lewis {Regal
1975] $1.45 paper**
Transcendental meditation. Is it

a scientific 1echnique that can en-

hance ane's Ife? Is it a religion?

Should Christians shun medita-

tors, or can we learn from them?
Devotees say that TM is a sim-

ple. eflartless 1echnique for ex-
panding conscCious Awareness

One wha medttates can transrend

worry and can find within himself a

revitalizing inner energy and crea-

tive intelligence. If many people
meditated. the warld’s environ-
ment, rconamy, education, and
governments would improve

Crime and all behavior that brings

unhappiness would disappear.

Publicists claim that crime has

alteady decreased where as few as

1 pereent of the papulation medi-
1ate This is only one of many TM
tlaims that are supparted hy
somewhat questionable evidence.

TM has practitloners Maharishi

Mahesh Yogi hegan the mavement

in 195K By mid-1975 he had over

4 million followers — nearly six

hundred thousand in the US. More
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than one hundred thousand Amer-
icans took instruction In the flest
six months af 1975, Every year TM
is atiracting more people. mostly
well-educated young adults.

Most of these do not realize that
TM is basically Hindu. The initla-
tion ceremony is an acl of worship
in which the initiate brings offer
ings and bows or kneels as the
teacher chants a Sanskrit hymn of
adoration. The gods adored have
unfamiliar names, ane olwhich ihe
Initiate may be givea as his awn
secrel mantra,

He is to repeat his mantra fwice
aday, twenty minufes at a time. To
him the mantra is only a sound, 2
nonsense syllable, repeated in
order ta focus his concentraiion.
He has learned a meditalion 1ech-
nique very familiar tn Indians.
highly simplified vetsion of manira
40ga

Implicit in the terhnique is
Hindu panthelsm. A Hindu be-
lieves god ta be the unchanging
ahsalute teallty that exists withia
everything. He medirates in order
ta find 1he bit of god 1hat is within
himself. He cantinues to meditate
in ardet 1n develop his gndness

T™ instructars da nat 1each the-
alagy. Few of them know that the
revitalizing inner enerqy and crea-
tive intelligence af which 1hey
speak are other wards fo God.

Nevertheless, since they teach
that a person can find within hlm-
sell such capacity tor sell-
improvement that he can make the
world a heaven, they must assume
that man can became perlect. fn
other wnrds, TM teaching implies
that man is god and can save him-
self.

Such beliels are taken for
granied by Maharishi, who |s
Hindu. His haak Transcendeatal
Meditation states his theology. but
the verbal Instracting by which he
propagates TM teaches anly tech-
nique. Meditatars aze taugh! tn
operate within a Hindu belief sys-
temn. As they praclice meditatlan,
they accept the beliefs without
realizing that they are doing sa. If
TM is not a religiom {and publicists
insist it is nal), i1 is certaialy a
Hindu-related cult.

As a technique TM has helped
many Americans. Some of them
are Christlans. Glena lgleheart,
directar of the Depactment of (nter-
faith Witness, Home Misslon
Baard, exglains the mavement's
attraction: "“It's obvious there 16 a
definite need here' Charlie Shedd
believes that TM's papularity ls due
to the dearth of prayer emphaals In
our churches. Taday's churches
have falled to develop spiritually -
mature memhere Feeling unful-
filled, Christlans turn to TM. John*
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Dilley. a Presbyterian minister,
found that TM enhanced his proyer
life.

Charlie Shedd believes thai
Christians can leara from TM. He
does not suggest that we each
enroll inihe course or even ihat we
gotothe free Introductory lectures.
But we can learn to discipline owr -
selves In prayer as TM devotees do
in mediialion. We can set aslde
time for tellowshlp with God. We
can concentrate, stay tuned In to
God. and not be distincted by cuier
incideni or inner thought,

Charlle Shedd recdmmends his
prayer 1echnique ward focusing.
hoose one word. possibly an at-
ribute of God ar a characteristic of
man. Look il up in the dictionary.

Find & in the Bible. During a set
prayer tlme each day focus your
attention on this word. Say It.
Think about ite meaning. Let God
speak io you through 1hat word.

In his book. Getting Through to
the Wonderful You, Chartlie Shedd
suggests words we might use and,
10 help us know how to starl. In-
cludes certaln words he uses In his
mediiailon.

Word focusing Is not TM. A word
focuser concendsates his thaoghts.
A medl repeats his to
empiy though! ftam his mind. He
seeks his own inner power, a word
focuser seeks power from God.
Charlie Shedd recommends, nut
TM. bul a Christian alternative to
TM. His book, however. never de-

scribes TM end obscures dife.
ences between M nad the word
forucing he advocates.

The Hrst chapter of Whe
Everyone Should Know Aboy
Transcendentot Meditation define;
TM a5 a lorm of Hinduism, In sur
ceeding chapters Gordon R, Lewk
compares TM's Hindu teaching
and Christian bellel. He ashe a
questlon such as, What does {1
mesn 1o enperience God? then
glves the Bindu and the Christian
answers. He oMers a glossary of
terens. Jor those terms used in hoth
TM and In Cheistianity he gives
difterent meanings when neces
saty. His concluding chapiers
warn of TM's dangers.

Planning the Meetin

PREPARATIONS FOR STUDY

Secure fram your church medie
cenler (librasy) the April 1976
issue of Home Missions which has
an article, “TM — a New Label for
an Old Discipline,” Alsa find the
August 1976 issue of Contempo
which presenis opinions of snme
Home Mission Board personael an
the cubject Encoutage members
to read the articles in these
magazines a8 well as the books.
Make specific assignmenis in ad-
vance.

Find references o TM in secular
publications and mount these an
posters (o advertise your study and
to center Interest a1 the meeting.
Collect a lew gand dictionaries.
some Bibles with conrordances,
paper, and pencils.

Arrange the chairs so as o en-
couwrage among members a close-
nets thot will make them willing 10
share not only opinions bul inner
feelings.

STUDY PLAN

Stage a mini debhate. As source
material use this article, the other
twe moagazine articles. and choap-
ters 1 and 9 of Whar Everyone
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Should Know About Transcenden-
tal Meditation. First speaker sells
TM. presenis il as a benelicial
techni Second ker attacks
TM. points out lts non-Christian
basis.

Ask. What should be cur attilude
1oward TM? Encowrage members
to voice their ideas.

Say: Chatlie Shedd found 1hat »
technigue similar 10 TM helps him
pray Let’s tey il, Tell members how
10 word tocus, using chapier 7 of
Getting Through to the Wonderfu!
You plus examples rom seclion a
of appendix 1.

Disteibute paper and pencils;
have dictienaries and Bibles ac-
cessible. Ask each member to
choose a word and write it down, to
copy its meaning rom the diction-
ary, and. using the cancardance, io
find it in the Bible Ak each
member (o cansider what that
word means to her. particularly in
her telationship with God. Ask
each one to pray, focusing on her
individual word. Allow 1weaiy to
thirty minutes.

|Continued on p 44|

Book Forecast

BOOKS FOR MAY

The Joy of Discovery in Bible
Study by Oletta Wald {Augshurg
1975) $2.50 paper*

The Bible: Gind's Misaionary Mes.
sage to Man, Vol 2 by Gilbent
Guttin (WMU 1974) $1.50*¢

BOOKS FOR JMUNE

What tr a Famity? by Editb
Schaeffer (Fleming H. Revell
1975) $6.95*

{ Want 10 Enjoy My Childeen by
Brani and Laodrum {Zondesvan
1975) §2.95¢+¢

Hoppinreas Is a Family Time To-

On any day of the week in almost every neigbbor-
bood in America, one can see paira of people called

gether by Bok and Warking
(Revell 1975) $§4.95%
BOOKS FOR JULY
Mare-With-Less Cookboek by
DOoris Janzen Longacre (Herald
Press 1976) $4 95°
Ribtical Gorden Conkery hy Eileen
Gadeen (Chnistian Herald Hooks
1976) §7.95°"
The New Seasoning by Graham Ker
{Simon and Schuster 19761$7.95°"
"Membess of Rovad Teble Boak Cled gt
1hesebooknanamatcally Aho available

through Bapiist Book Siores
**Available theough Baptiss Book Siores

Jehovab's Wit knocking on d You may
have found them at your door many times.

What should we do when they come 10 ous doorma?
Inault them? Argue? lnvite them in? Accept them an
opportupities to wiiness to the salvation we have in
desus Chriet?

Why mot iry 10 fearn who these people are — what
they teach, how they apread their views, and how a
’.m. [N . 1ok L'. w’h ?

Why showld a Sonihers Baptist witmess to a
Witness? What are some apecific suggestions for
witnessing to « Witnesa? What can we leam from
debovak's Witwesses?

Current Missions Gro

Who Ara the
Jehovad's Wiktneeana?

There were nearly 500.000
members of 1his religious group in
ihe United States (n 1975, The
group s moede up mostly ol non-
proiessional people who sie best
known for 1heir pereon-to-person
apptaach and thelr door-ia-deor
visltetion.

Witnesses have their swn trans.
lation of the Scriptures. They are
not encouraged to Interpret the
Bible lar themselves, however.

Ia Jehovah's Wiiness doctrine.
Jesus ks only second best; heis seen
as Jehovah's chlel assistant.

Not only ihis, but the Holy Splrit
is not a divine persan. Jehovah's
Witnesses da not sccept the doc-
trine af ihe Trinity as evangelicals
do.

Witnesses believe that Satan is
loose in the world and in contrnl ol
all areas of economics, polliics,
and religion.

Generally spesking, Jehovah's
Witnesses are gand nelghbars.
They live by a strict code of con-
durt and major an family solidar-
iy, They pray together, attend
Bible dies ing , and wit
door-1a-doar together. Many ac-
tive Jehovah's Witnesser were
formerly members of the large and
influential denominations of Prol-
estantism, Now (hey seem to seek
out “luke-warm” church members
1a teach them the truth as they see

. The founder ol Jehovah's Wit-
nesses was Chavles Taze Russell,
He was born in Penasylvania in
1852. As a young adult, he became
convinced that the Scriptures did
not teach a hell attorment and fire.
1he Trinity, nr consclous Immeortal-
ity ol the soul.

With » small group ol other
Bible students. Ruccell reached
the ronclusian that Christ's second
coming was fo he javisible, or of
the spirlt. The “lavisible return”
theory is stlll held by Wiinesses
today.
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Present-day Witnesses still fol-
low some of Russell’s early teach-
ings He had set 1914 as the time
for the end of the wotld. The year
1919 came and went, and he had o
change some of his calculations.
Russell died in 1916 Jehovah's

The Ransom Saciifice of Jesus
Chriat. — Jehovah's Witnesses say
they believe in and accept Jesus
Christ and his sacrifice on the
cross. However. they 2lso say that
Jesus was not equal to the Father,
Jehovah's Wit do not siress

Witnesses' leader and organizer
was gone. bul s00n a new leader
was (0 take over.

After a struggle within the ranks
for Jeadership, early in 1917 J. F.
Rutherford was elected president
of the Watch Tower BYble and Tract
Society. Born of sirica Baptist par-
ents in Missouri in 1869, he domi-
nated ihe Jehovah's Witnesses
until his death in 1942,

i was Ruiherford who Jed his
lollowers ta sell and preach
everywhere, especially at the fromt
doars of American homes. Ruther.
! ford was feared more 1han Javed.
| but it was under his strict

leadership that Jehovah's Wit-
nesses became the disciplined or-
ganization and recognized sect
that it is today.

In 1942, Nathan H. Knarr he-
came presikient of the group. Since
that itme. he and the board of
divectors have helped to expand
this worldwide ministry to pursue
methods of communicaiton which
are less lirritating to non-
Witnesses,

What Do Witneases Teach?

A Unitary God. — Jehovah's
| Witnesses ¢laim to accept 1he en-
tire Bible, but they use the Old
Testament as the basis for their
concept of God. They rule out the
Trinity. They teach that Jesus was
a perlect buman being on the
earih. but that he was not God in
the flesh. They teach that the only
true name kv God is Jehovah. In
their translation of the Scriptures.
The New World Translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures and The New
World Trenslation of the Greek
ljrfpmres. they change all Bible

refetences for God to ""Jehovah™
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a personal expetience with Jesus
Christ. They teach salvation by
works.

The Bibte Is God's Compiete
Work. — The Jehovah's Witnesses
use the Bible. but they suppor
their doctrines by the proai-texi
methed. They do not consider the

25:46; Luke 16:23; 2 Peter 34
Revelatian 14:10: Revelatiog
20:10, 1S.”

Heaven. — Thomas Starke;
writer of the pamphlet “Armaged
don’s Army: The Jehovah's Wy.
nesses.” says, “Not »ll o
dehovah's Witnesses expect 1o ®
ta heaven. Citing Luke 12:32 aod
Revelation 7:4, they hold that God
has limited to 144.000 the numbe
of the ‘body of Christ.’ For the
Witnesses, eventually everyone
will end uvp in one of three

categ these who will emar 2

context in which the passage was
written,

Witnesses encourage group
Bible study. but ihey insist on using
the method and materials pro-
vided by 1the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society.

Views on the Kingdom of God —
They believe the kingdom of God
was established in 1914 when
Jesus was enthroned in the
heavens. Later Jesus will establish
his kingdom here on earth assisted
by the 144,000 associate priests or
kings. They arrive at the year 1914
from their intet pretation of Daniel,
chagter 4: the end of the time of the
Gentile dominanon of the world
would be 2.520 years hom 607
BC or 1914

They warn everyane to turn from
the rule af Satan and seek the
approval of Gad. They teach that
those who listen to the “messen-
gers of God™ will be spared at the
Battle of Armageddan and gainthe
right (0 live forever on a paradise
earth

Hell. — Russell said thai the
view of hell asa burning place was
wrong lor four reasons: it is un-

crip ); It is uore ble. i is
<contrary to God's love; it is repug-
nant 1o justice.

In Wloyd N. Whyte's Witnessing
to the Witness. he says that “most
Bible scholars will contend that
the Bible refers (0 hell 5 a place of
torment. and they point ta such
Scripture relerences as: Matthew

lite in heaven with Jesus: those
who will live forever in a pasadie
on this earth if they have been
(-Lllw‘- Dfll- L‘.M
1he wicked who are stubbornly sa
against (heir conversion and will
be annibilated and forgoteen”

Teachings About Daily Life. —
dehovah's Witnesses do not salue
any flag. They belleve this o be
un-Christian image worship.

They are consclentious objec:
tors. basing their stand on God’
commandment against taking life.

Witnesses refuse to take blood
transfusions. They base this beliel
on Leviticus 17:10 and Acts 15:20

They do not celebrate birthdays.
This 15 10 them exalting the person
whose birthday it is rather thanthe
Creator. They belleve 1hose who
earnestly seek 10 please God wil
aveid cusioms thal exall any
Creature.

They believe (he celebrations af
Easter and Christmas 1o be o
pagan origin and therefare do nol
celebrate these days.

How Do They Spresd Theiw
Views?

Every week aver three hundred
thousand followers of the New
World Society of the Witnesses of
dehovah give three to six hours of
their leisure time to house-lo-
house visitation. They call it
publishing. The “publisher” has
ceriain obligations which are e
pecied by the Society. The indi-

vidual 1s expected to fulfill quotas
for hours of weekly visitation and
magazine calls, for aumbers of
back calls and religious studies
with prospective members, and for
regular attendance at the weekly
cell-growp study. There are no paid
religious leaders. Jehovah's Wit-
nesses give 1helr time freely for
spiritual and future material com-
pensations.

The second commitmeant a Wil-
ness makes is 10 his own religious
and imellectual development. He
studies individually then with
other bers of the greg
tion for 1wo lessons a week. He
(akes 1wo additional hours of train-
ing in speech and visitation.

In the third place. Witnesses
commit themselves ta a strict
mora! code as dictated by the So-
ciety. Smoking is not permitied.
Excessive drinking and drinking
with non.-Witnesses is forbidden.
Forms of recseation are permilted
Inthe company of fellaw Witnesses
aslong as it does not interfere with
the reaching of one’s “‘publishing”™
quota.

In the fourth place, the Witness

persan is evident, then he or she ks
accepted and approved as a candi-
date for baptism by immersion. A
ass baptism Is usually conducted
during a reglonal or national meet-
ing of the Witnesses.

Why saud How Should a
< 'Y ' 2 wl‘
to » Jehovah's Witnasa?

According to the Great Cam-
mission, every Christian is under
oiders to witness to the people
around him. We have a gieat op-
portunity (0 witness to these peo-
ple because they are coming ta our
front doars.

We Southern Baptists are a peo-
ple wha study about missions. pray
tor missi give to § bul
many of us have not learned 1o
share our faith with those who
come 10 our doors. Llayd N. Whyte
says, "We should be ready 10 give
our personal beliefs in salvation by
grace and to use al) the power of
out Christian personality to tell in
a spisit of love and compassion of
aur love for Jesus Christ and of his
lovdship of out lves. It is our Chris-
tian responsibility to witness tothe

Jehovab's Witnesses just as much

musi accepl q ioningly the
New World Society as ihe absolute
religious and moral autharity.
There is 10 be no questioning of the
Society's pronouncements. To do
0I5 10 question Jehovah's plan for
mankind and 16 tind onesell ex-
pelled rom the movement. The
rewards ave an assurance of an

as we would witness te any person
or group. They aHord us a fine
oppartunity to tellthe stary. simply
hecause 1hey came 1o us.”

What are some specific sugges-
tions for witnessing 10 a Jehovah's
Witness?

}. Be sure of your own personal

elationship wilh Jesus Christ. Be

e2sthy paradise and individual sal-
vatlan by works.

A persan begins on (he road to
becoming a member of Jehovah's
Witnesses when there is the initial
call on (he prospect. W1he prospect
15 interested in Bible study, he
begins a period of systematic Bible
study using the JHerature af the
Waich Tower Bible and Tract Soci-
ety. The prospect is encouraged 10
Atend meetings at the Kingdam
Hall and to go out visiting with an
¢xperienced Jehovah's Witness.
Ahes the dedication ol 1the new

willing to be known as a converied
person and give full allegiance to
Jesus Christ

2. Have a current lestimony.
What happened 10 you several
years ago in your pilgrimage wilh
Jesus is great, bul what are some
evidences of his working in your
life today? Are you able to relate
your experience with Jesus Christ
to the current fimes?

3. Study key Scripture passages
in context. Quating the Bible can
be eHective. bui you should be able

D ———— e R EEEEE——————————

to study and compare passages
with a reliable biblical exposition.
Jehovah's Witnesses use the
proof-text method to show what
they belleve. Ask the Jehovah's
Witness to study with you these
passages: Genesla 1 and 2; Daniel
12: Psalm 13; Jobn 3, 4, 5, 6, and
14;: Ramans 4; Ephesians 2; 1
Thessalonians 5; Titus 3; Jude; and
Revelation 14 and 19.

4. Know the basic beliefs of
Southern Baptists as put farth in
the Baptist Foith and Message (see
Plan 2, p. 30). Know how to use
yaur Bible in showing what the
Bible teaches about what you be-
lieve.

5 Beware of your prejudices.
Look at the Jehovah's Witness as
one who (s loved by Gad. Deal with
her as Jesus dealt with people.
E ine your motives kv wi
ing to this person. Be concerned
about and Inierested In her ss a
person and not Just as another
statistic.

6. Listen to what ihe Witness has
to say. Ask her to tell you what
Jesus means 10 her. Ask her to tel)
you about her personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. Insisi on
equal time. I she talks {ifteen min-
utes insist on fifteen minutes 1o telf
what you believe.

7. Arsange opporttunities for
further discussion. Keep the Wis-
ness interested in you and plan for
ather meeling limes. They have
bieen taught that they are the only
ones who do door-ta-door witness-
ing. Find out where they live and
make a visit to their homes. Try (o
make the visii the same day or at
least (he same week.

8. Pray for your Jehovah's Wii-
ness friend. Afier the first visit, ash
the Witaess If you may lead in
prayer, Pray for wisdom and in-
sight. Stress the assurance you
have in Jesus as Saviour and Lord.

9. Here are same things to ve-
member aboul Jehovah's Wit-s
nesses. Many aof them seem to be
people wha do nat feel comfortable
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in middle-class churches. They
digcover extra and hidden mesn-
ings in the Blble. They use Iitera-
ture which they belleve has
sutharity from ihe Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Soclety. The Soci-
ety becomes the official Interpre-
ter.

Since they believe that jJudgment
day 13 around the camner, they do
nat seem to value improving aur
present society.

They have been taught that
when they are confronted with
something they cannot explain.
ihey are to excuse-themselves
rather than face the problem. To
sigue with them or condermn them
)5 to turn them away from any
opportunity you mighi have to wit-
ness 10 them. They thrive on hard
work and disciplined systematic
and p Extend
an invitstion to the Witness to vish
your church ag your quest and be
willing to visit a Kingdom Hall to

observe the people and the Instruc-
tlon.

Glenn Igleheant, director of the
Depariment of Interfaith Witness
of the Home Mission Board, says,
"Know what you believe or don’t
invite them in. Disarm them with
kindness and listen to what they
have to say. Emphasize love, joy.
peace. and the assurance of yous
faith: and ask them aboui these
things in their faith. Ask them if
they have always been Jehovah's
Witnesses. If they have come from
anciher faith. ask them to tell yau
why they changed.”

What Caw Soutbero Baptiata
Learn from
deboveb’s Witnessee?

Baptists need to do in-depth
Bible study. There needs to be
more than Sunday School. Thete
needs to be disciplined personal
and group Bible study. Thamas

Starkes says. “Southern Baptis|

ly need to di and usy
hermeneutics (the éclence of cap
paring all related biblicel texts ty
asrive at a common teaching, wifh
sppropriate attentian to conten
and hislorical background)’ Pas
tors and lsy persons alike need ta
glve more serlous attentlon ta thy
study of the Scriptures.

Jehovah's Witnesses can teach
us that we too shawld be concerned
about aur neighbors. We need a
renewed concern for people, no
matier who they are or where they
live.

They do not believe — as many
Southern Bapilats believe — thma
paid professional staff In a local
church relleves them of thelr
Chrlistian duty to witness.

Jehovah's Wlinesses have
grown B0Q percent In the last
twenty-flve years. Think what
could happen if Sauthern Bapti
were as earnest about their faith

AIM: Ta learn severa) facts about
Jehovah's Witnesses which will be
useful in witnessing 10 someone of
that faith.

PLAN 1

Belore the meeting do this:

1. Ask five members 10 prepate
to present the content materlal.
2. Make a simple flip chart with
the subtitles of the content mate-
rial, one subtiile 1o each of five
pages. Or, simply list the filve ques-
tlons an 8 sheet of poster or wrap-
ping paper,

In 1the meeting do this:
Imroduce the matevial and those
who will be presenting the content
material. Use the flip chart or
poster 10 introduce each of the
topics.

CALL TO PRAYER
Read 1 Peter 3:15. Remind
members that a Christian should

Planning the Meeting

be ready ta give an account of her
laith a1 any time. Remind mem-
bers of the Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries who are depending an
their prayers. Pray by name for the
missionaries on the prayer calen-
dar for today (pp. 42.48).

PLAN 2

Before 1the meeting do this:

1. Ordes one copy of "Aemaged-
don's Army: the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses’ hree from Home Mission
Board Literature. 1350 Spring
Street. NW. Aflanta. GA 30309

2. Order The Baptist Foith and
Message from your state Baptist
affice or from Baptist Sunday
School Board. 127 Ninth Avenue,
N.. Nashville, Tennessee 37234,
Price $1.20 per bundred or 2 cents
pes copy.

3. Ask three members 1o give
summaries of the lollowing: (1) the

content matersial, (2) “Armaged
don’s Army: the Jehovah's Wh-
nesses' and (3) The Baptist Foith
ond Message.

In the meeting do this:

1. Call on members who have
assignments to present them ta the
graup.

2. Divide members (o palee.
Ask one person in each palr 10 take
the part of 8 Jehavah's Witness aad
the other to take the part of 2
Southern Baptist. The two will ad

Sam wae silent during the drive
from the probatioa office to my
house. [ read his thoughta: “Here
lanother asthority figure wio will
lot the anme 0id rensoma for stay-
Ing W echool.”

A familiae peaper formed io my
ihoughts: “Lord, bet ma spask &
haiphal word to this aloof teenager
who Ie trying to tackle I all
[

Sam stepped quickly through
the carport and nto the house. [n
that belef walk, howsver, his eyes

d the contants of the cae-

oul a visitofa Jeh h's Wit 1
the home of a Southern Bapilst.

3. Ask: What were some things
thal weve good about the “vislt"?
How could the “visit”™ have bees
improved?

4. Talk as a group about what
some members have experienced
when Jehovah's Witnesses have
come to their doass.

|Continued on p. 48.1
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port.
His tirat worda to e were, “How
come you have thres |

Jom bedore the other students can
bed an eye. But he & slow In the
other subjects. He will by sixteen
this weslund he Intends to drop
out of achool™

Sam’s teacher talieed to the boy
about for ing In

“Sam can m—ca motor prob- ) .dcprlvld of proamotions; (3)

threatened by educated appli-
cante; (4) earning leaa money than
the better prepared.

Sam's teacher explained to him
that while professional pesitions
are avercrowded, skilled jobe are

ilable. With orly ancther two o

school. He tried to help Sam see
the dilficult futuse that lay ahead
withowl an sducation.

But Sam s pushed by the same
preasures that forced his fadher to
quit echool. Ha wants s own
mnwwﬂlﬂhcl‘liw‘ht
“goad things of Ithe” o enticingly
advartieed. He wanie to prove his

gl
| explained that two ware bro-
b

“Yeah, I noticad one of the
Botore wae taken apart on the
beach™ And Sam begsa to talk
whout pistons and spaskpluge.

His vocational teachar had sald,
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hood to his tamily snd a

three yeare of training, Sam could
be amured of a job.

His teacher acknowiedged 1hat
for » Itle while Sam might feel
free. But s00n the carefree hours

ghriijend H oy
Refora the ape of 1echnology,
. H jned work-

ete. But today employers olfer op-
portunities ta youth with skills.
Sam mey Bad temporary work,
tunt without 5 diploms ke can e3-
pect to be{1) the Brst “teid off"; {2)

would h into dia ging
Despite this waroing from asn

Lt ad ¢, 'Y Sam et PP d

tmto the 18 of ploy

He denied himaelin y ota-

ble tie to society. Eventually he

driled Into petiy crime.

There are two types of tcenage
dropouta: the physical dropout and
the paychologicel dropout. A teen-
ager b » paychological
dropowt bafore becoring a phys!-

AN
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cal dropout. By examining Sam’s
experbence we can find ways to
help the physical dropout — the
harder to reach,

A vetived Christian man became
Interested In Sam. He held no pre-
concelved idews about Sam's
needs. He listened! Instead of nt-
tempting to Impose hislite-style on
Sam, he trled to help Sam Jve
more constructively within the
lile-style to which he was accus-
tomed.

Sam’p friend was gersisteni. He

checked ot all the federal pro-
grams io ald unemployed youth.
He helped Sam )l dut the neces-
sary lorme.
Sam's frlend thaughtfully
planned ahend. Weeks hefore the
Jobinterview, he taught Sam same
common courtesies snd manners.
By raking leaves and waching win-
dows, Sam earned maney for a new
outfit. (A dropout does not need an
unnecessary hondout.} The friend
complimented Sam on hls be.
havier and appearance.

Sam’s friend was alert to s phys-
ical bandicap. Severe dental prob-
Jems made Sam gell-conscious.
Teasing by students made him feel
rejected. He never smiled. The

friend sought professions] help
from a dentlst and Ananclal help
from the community. Today Sam
smiles.

Sam'’s friend was alert te in-
adequacies in the boy's life. He
took him golfing and flshing, He
cheched out Ithrary books on me-
chanlca. He discovered Sam
lacked baslc reading skills and
secured & volunteer tutar.

The adult frlend c 1 pa-

home decoration. Instrucile
could be on 8 one-to-one bash orp
small groups.

The psycholagical dropout o
cupies a school denk but counts the
days uniil he reaches the age be
will be free to leave. Cancersel
women may be able 1o help ihe
paychological dropout. He show
fourteen danger signs: (1) constss
{allure to achleve in schoal. (2

1 hi,

ir e and freq

tiently to cultivate the p
with Sam. Occagionally Sam
mentions that he might enroll in
night school, But if he never enters
another classroom. Sam will make
a healthier adjustment in soclety
because of a friend like Joe.

Girls who drop out of schoal
benefit Srom persistent, aleri.
1houghtful fiends. Many girls drop
oul to marry. Marriage Is usually
an escape frtam unbappy experi-
ences In scheal and at home,

Cansult with school counselors
or detention canter administrators
10 find gir) dropauts.

Offer mini courses in how to
have a happy hame. Pocsible
1apics could be: sex education:
respansibie parenthood: prepara-
tion of nutritious meals: simple

tar {3) actlve antagonim ko
tenchers and principals; {4)
marked disinterest in school with
feelings of not belonging: (5) low
schalastic aptiiude; {6) low read-
Ing ability; (7} frequent changes ol
schoals; (B) non-accepiance by
school staff and students; {9}
friends much younger ar much
older; {10) unhappy family sitva-
tion; (11) serlous physical or
emntlonal handicap; (12) nen-
participatian In extracurricular &
tivities; (13) Inability ta compele
with or ashamed of brothers and
sisters; {14) parformance congli
tently below potential.
Counselors and/or principal
know these traubled students. £a-
plain your desire to help a prtential
dropout and enlist thelr supporl.

Planning the Meeting

GROUP PREPARATION: By
ueing Sam's story or one kom your
own experience, discuss the hard-
ships faced by ieenage dropouts.

Discuss how an Interested adult
can Inject some positive Influences
into the life of a dropout.

Prlot to the meeting discuss the
fourteen danger slgns with high
school counselora. Bring facts to
1he meeting about the potential

4 I

p in yaur ¢ Y.
Glue a quick resume of the
books suggested below. Declde on
a 1lme for group or individual study
of the beoks.

Invite a prolesalenal counselor

di 1 ge prohl with

to
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the group.

Calendar of Prayer: Bring pic-
tuses of troubled teenagers. Give a
plcture to ¢ach member. Pretend
you are an adult friend. What
would you say 1a this child? The
exercise wlll help you see the need
for personal preparation. It em-
phasizes your need to depend on
the Lard,

Pray that the misslanaries who
have bisthdays today {(see pp
42-48) wilf see tndividuals among
the magses.

PERSONAL PREPARATION: A
schaol counselor will not want your
hetp if you:

only like sweet, clean. coping

childien

have a condescending attitude

toward life-styles which difler
from your own

anly pian to put a check mark

beaside *'1 did a mission action
project™

think you know all the anawen

to teenage problems.

I you step Into the life of a trow
bled teenager. be prepared for an
indefinite relasignship. 1 may be
awhile before she smiles!

Teiwan, an island about 100 miles
ofl the southeast coant of Mainland
China. is the forus of our prayer
today.

Most ofits sixieen million people
sre nativebora Taiwanese: 2 mil-
llon sre mainland Chinese. When
mainland China was overrun by
communists in the 40s, Talwan
pecame the base of operations for
the Nationalist guvernment of the
Regublic of China.

Southern Baptists began work in
Teiwan in 1948, While growth
rates have been good. only 5 per-
cent of the people are said to have
any Christian connectinn.

1n 1948. missionarles were work-
ing with only a handful af Chris-
tians. Today this number has
swelled ta 12,000. Last year about
700 peoplr. were baptized

The Chinese Baptist Convention
{Taiwan) is composed of megsen-
gers from more than sinty
churches (and nearly fifty organ-
ized congregations).

Although many of the churches
are young and weak. the Baptlet
record is impressive. More than 93
percent of the churches are geli-
supporting. Chinese Baptlste In
Talwan give liberally of their
woney.

An ever-growing papulation,
gconomic pressures. and other
problems require that the Mission
{organization af Suuthern Raptist
misslonaries) continue 1o search
far the best ways to invest i1s re-
sources lor maximum penetratlan
with 1he gospel.

Maas Madia Minjatry

One of 1the best ways 10 veach
peaple with the gospe! is mass
media — radio and television. The
waork began in 1959 with radio.
There was nn television in Taiwan
at that time. In 1968, a studlo was
secuted.

The following year Taiwan Bap-
tists were providing a television

miniatry by “'dubbing™ Mandarin
Chinese into "The Answer'’ werles,
produced by Sauthern Baoptista’
Radic and Televialon CommIssion.
Muglc and variety-type programs
were alsa presented. But there
were protlems In trying ta syn-
chronize English lip mavements
with ihe Chinese language. There
was also a cultural gap between
the American family situaticas
which were portrayed and Chinese
life on Taiwan

By 1971, Talwan Baptists hegan
producing a drama similar ta “The
Aaswer." but with a Chinese sei-
ting. Chinese life sltuations and
Chinese actars were selected.

The program. stlll an the air, is
called "Happiness at the Gate™
The series has woa two Golden
Bell awards {equivalent to an
Emmy in the US) in the “service ta
humanliy’’ rateqory. The pragram
is In Mandarin but subtitled In
Talwanese characters for thnse
wha da not understand Mandarin

Prayer Group
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Taiwan

Louise Berge Winningham
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Chinese. Both languages nre
spoken in Taiwen.

In addition, quarterly TV gpe-
¢lals are produced. At Eoster,
Christmas. and at two pther times
during the year. a musical pro-
gram with a short message by a
Baptist pastoy pr alayman is alred.

Some 98 percent of homes in
Talwan have one or more television
seis. Infact, 1here are more TV sets
1han baihtubs or rebigerators. The
Baptist program can be seen al-
mnst anywhere in Takwan,

Government sources estimate
1hat1 Baptists have 5¢ pescent of
the TV sudience at 1the lime thei
program is aired — 5:00 P.M an
aturdays. One reason is thal the
people love drama. Also. some-
times a cartoon is shown before the
Baptist program. “"The Loone
Ranget” Iollows it These attract
viewers.

Missianary Michael Wolfsays, i
leel we have earned a gaod repuia-
1ian with the broadcast industry by
producing an appealing pragram
that has a positive Christian wil-
ness.’”

Seventeen national staH mem-
bers and nne missionary — Woll —
prepare the program. Two other
missionaries have been assigned
fo this area, but are in language

school lor 1wo years.

Both radio listeners and TV
vlewers ore urged to write the pro-
gram for literature. Through this
foll h A are MNed

“If we can establish that Inj
contact.” Walf says. “then we cap
continue to write ta them and ¢p.
caurage them to enrall in the Bibl

P
in & Bible eorrespondence course.
Mosi of those who make profes-
sions of faith do so through (his
Bible study.

Prayar Naeds

1. TV acript writers. This Is the
biggest problem. Since anly § per-
cenl of the people of Taiwan are
Christian — about haif Catholle
and half Protestant — it is hard lo
hind people ta write the scripts.

2. Expense of mass medio evan-
gellsm. Costs of producing and
broadcasting the TV program con-
tinue 10 rise. In the Orient. where
TV rasts are astronomical, many
religinus groups cannot afford this
evangelistic medium. Talwan is
nne of the few areas where the
casts are still whhin rvach. If Bap-
tisl programs aie 10 continne,
there must be sufficient budget.

3 FoMou-up. One of the weak-
nesses of the TV ministry is budget
limitations for lollow-up. "A gift
attractive enough far them 10 sit
down and write for”™ musi he of-
fered in order 1o get a response,
Woalf notes. When peaple tespond,
Baptists can contact these peaple.

carrespondence coutse ar sepd
them a different type of tract aboy
their relstion to God.”

4. Quercaming family opposi-
tign. A persan who becamer g
Christian faces strong famlly op
position. Some say: “‘Send (he
Bibie rarrespondence course tomy
friend's address. Da 061 contacime
athome."” Customs that have been
followed for centusies nre hard 10
overcome Pray for young Chris.
tians in Talwan, many of wham
face Jamily prablems.

5. New approaches in mem
media. Four years ago nearly every
program in Taiwan was a drama.
Today there are more variety-type
programs with muslc, an emces,
testimonies, etc. For Baptists (o go
in this direction would require
slaff, funds, and personalitles.

6. Radio-television staff. Pray fo
all who assist in any wayin present-
Ing the gospel thraugh the mass
media. include those who produce
and administer 1the programs as
well as writers and actors,

7. Miasinnariea with birthdays
today. Sce prayer calendar. pages
42-48.

BEFORE THE MEETING

QObtain a photograph of a TV ar
an actual small TV set for an inter-
est center. Prepare a sheet of paper
the size of the TV screen and write
on It with a feli-1ip marker “Happi-
ness at the Gate.”" Tape the paper
10 1he screen.

Ask someone to be prepared tn
discuss and review information In
the section entitled “Mass Media
Ministry "' o

IN THE MEETING. DO THIS
Asi If angane present hag lived
where annther language is apoken.

34

Fxplain the impartance ol hearing
the gnspel in one’s awn language.

The group leader should present
1the introductory maters|al, then ask
the second person to tell abow
“"Mass Media Ministry "

Divide members into prayer
pariners. Ask pach cauple 1a find a
place apar, take thelr ROVAL
SERVICF magazine, and furn to
page 34. Using the list of prayer
requesik. each person should pray
with her partner for each of 1he
prayer objects shewn. It ¢
sugpested that each one of the

partners pray Inr request 1 before
uning on 1n prayer lfem 2 far
#xample.

Laulse Winningham 1s a2 home miseorary
living tn Rachesier. Minnenota

I. D Johnson

Th
Kingdom
as a
Trust

Scripiare passnges: Matthew
24:45.51 (Luke 12:35.48);
Matthew 25:14.28
{Luke 19:12-27)

There was a time when it was con-
sidered a mark of shame 10 be
unfaithtul 10 one’s spause. one's
wark, or ane's word. One 100k
pride in being dependable, in keep-
ing his promises. In our day some
find it fashionahle to sneer at fidel-
ity. Jesus would nol agree with
those wha do.

Faithinl and Uafaithful {Matt.
24:45.51; Luke 12:35-48)
Take the passage found in

Matihew 24:45.51. Compare it

with Luke 12-35-4B. Both passages

lale victually the same ideas,
exceptthal luke's versinn is longer
and mare in detail.

These trief patables are among
several thal speak of 'last things."”
the caming ol judgment. and the
need 1o “sray an the job™ and be
faithful to the task The key
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1thought is “Watch, then, because
yau da not know when the master
of the house is coming — it might
be In the evening. or a1 midaight.
oy befare dawn. or at sunrise’”
{Mark 13:35 TEV).

We shall scan rwo sets of 1these
“be faithful'' staries: the {akthful
servant {or staward] and the tal-
ents {or pounds). in each case the
master has left the servant{s) in
charge bur naw demands an ac-
counting. The point in bnth cases s
that the accounting is reasnnable
and to be expected. The untaithiul
servant. naf ihe master seeking
what is rightfully hls. is |Judged.

1n Luke's verslan there are really
three vignettes (Luke 12:35.48).
The first is a delighthul picture of 2
hausehalder returning fram a
wedding least. Wedding feasts are
happy occasgians, and 1he house-
haldet returns ta his home in a
festive mood. Haw pleased he is ta
discover that, aithough the hout is
late, some nf his servants have
thoughttully waited up for him ta

Bible Study Group

J

be sure that he has supper. To
show his appreclation. the master
Insists that his servanis be seated
and he serves them. A gala time s
had by all, with laughier and toast-
ing and mock cammands given 1a
the master who has becom
servant-far-the-alght!

Jesus' hearers muat have 2n-
joyed a gaad laugh with him aver
the stary of a househalder frater-
nizing with the help. That it was
not the customary way af a master
dealing with his slaves goes with-
aut saying.

To ¢mphasize the necessity far
canstancy, as opposed to half
hearted fidelity, Jesus néxt tald »
brief parable abaunt the thlef who
caiches the hausehaolder nsleep
and robs his hause. Qbvlausly, itis
useless fur the householder ta stay
awake untll midnight watching for
the thief If the thief plans to break
inta the hauss at 2 AM. So, since
vou don't knaw when the Son of
man is caming (Luke 12:40). the
anly fidelity warth anything i« the
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kind 1hat is not Intermittent. Past.
time Adelity is about as honorable
as a halftruth.

The thitd 1o this sel of three
parables in Luke 12 was suggested
by Peter's Inquiry as 10 whethes the
warnings were being glven just 1o
the twelve disciples or 10 the gen-
eral publlc. Jesus' reply suggests
that he was directing hls remearks
ta his followers, the leaders. The
early church undersiood these
parables to be Jesus' warning not
to become careless simply because
he had not returned in the second
coming. as many had'supposed he
would, within 1the generation after
‘his resurrection. Thus these para-
bles are saying: You don't koow
when the Master ol iife s coming,
30 be faithful.

The stewatd who is on the Job
doing his duty In the mastet’s ab-
sence will be glven greater respon-
sibility upon his Jord's return (Luke
12:43-46). But If the servant pre-
sumes upon his master’s absence,
supposing that he can gel away
with brutality and villainy and
never be found out, he will face a
day of reckoning The master will
walk in on him one day and doot
him out of his job.

The parables of the absent
owner who returns unexpectedly
are summarized in a general piov:
erb (Luke 12:47-48). The proverd
expresses (he doctrine of propor.
tonate duty One who does wrong
but does no1 know berer is nol as
much to be condemned as one who
does wrong and knows that he is
doing wrong. This ts similat 1o the
doctrine of election in the Old Tes-
tament lsvael, God's chosen. was
not only privileged above others,
but also held more accountable.
(Read Amos 3:2 ) To be given
rights is to acquire responsibilities.

Invasting lor God (Mat1.
25:14.-20: Leke 19:12.27)
A TV atnouncement asked.

“What can one man do, my friend,
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to fight pollution in the air?™ The
Question raises an important issue:
With the survival of the human
race at stake. is one person’s effort
1¢ fight pollution golng to make
any difference? Yes. pollution In
the air Is each individual’s busi-
ness. If you — and you — and you
don’t s1op i, we are all going to
choke to death.

Individual responsibility is
closely in line with the 1eaching of
two of Jesus' best-known stories,
the parables of (he talents
{Matthew) and the gounds {Luke).

Thelow of tife is “‘use
it or lose it.”’ That is
the way it is in the
kingdom of God.
What we don’t use
we lose.

The twa parables are probably
separate veesions ol (he same
story: before taking a Journey. a
well-to-do man calls his servants
to him and entrusts his property to
them while he is away. Aler a
lengthy absence, he relurns and
fequires an accounting. Some
prove themselves trusiworthy, bul
one furns ot (o be a whining,
sell-excusing ingrale.

Luke's introduction for the para-
ble deserves special note. He says
thai Jesus told it because “he was
now almosi at Jerusalem, and they
supposed that the Kingdom of God
a5 just about to appear” {Luke
19:11 TEV). His coming (o
Jerusalem during the Feast of
Passover was the signalfor a sharp
rise in 1he disciples' expectancy.
Rumor filled the air. Question:
Why was he going 10 the Holy City
on this festival occasion? Answer
To deciare himself as Megsiah!
And If he declared himself to be
Messiah, it followed that the king.

dom of God would appensr immad.
ately. It was D-Day. Now the
enemies of the Lord in palace an
Temple would nee hia mighiy
worke: the nrm of the Lovd wy;
about to be beared!

So Jesus told this parable 1
correct the dlaciples’ misun
derstanding. In pan, they wer
right. He was going to Jerusalem
to declare himself. In  sense t wa
D-Day. But the putcome would be
far different from thelr expects-
tions. The kingdom of God wes eoi
about to appear In power. over.
throwing the Yingdoms ol the
earth. No. Jesus was about to be
nailed 10 2 cross.

He would be going away, likethe
nobleman. He would dellver to the
disciples’ charge his property. hiv
assets. The discipies were to do
business with it, engage In the
marketplaces of the world, until he
came back and called them in to
render an accounting.

The next thing thet comes Intc
view in this story is the nature ol
the master's goods. What does he
deliver to them? Matthew uses the
word fafent, a lerm almost useless
to us because we have Invested it
with meanings Jesus neyer had In
mind, We think of talents as native
endowments. skills, abilities. We
think of the talented person as the
one who sings. plays, knows howto
speak eloquently.

The talent was a sum of money.
A man going on a journey (uths
over his assets. so much 10 2ach
servant. according to his ability.
and says In eHfecr: 'l am going

wan has that kind of a career po-
(ential. Even the man entrusted
with one talent had a lat.

What is this coin of the realm of
God? It ts the gospel. That is out
“1alent.”” The gaspel is what we
have heen entrumied with, That is
what we have to offer In the world's
matketplace.

The one-talent man In the pars-
ble is not the object of rebuke ar
plty because he had only one tal-
ent. One was all he could handle.
But he could have handled the one.
and didn’t. There (s every reasonto
suppose that as the twa-1alent man
received precisely the same com-
mendatlon and praportionate re.
watd as did the five-talent man, sa
the ane-talent man would have If
he had been faithtul But he wasn't
Instesd, he bueied the taleni. He
gaue it na chance. He 100k no risk.

Why did he act as he did? Maybe
he resented not having the same as
athers Maybe he was the victim of
his own cowardice. ‘1 was afraid.”
he said ta 1he master when agked
19 explain why he had buried the
tslent Perhaps he just let the
whale thing go by defaul. "What
difference will one talent make?”
he may have rationalized. “"Those
other guys have seven between
them, and if they work hard and
are lucky, the master wlill have
plenty when he gets back.” Bu1 if
he thought that, he certainly did
not understand his master. The
master did not enirust talents {o
servants just ta play a game.

ln bath Matthew and Luke the
end of 1he parable suggests that in

away. but | am leaving my business
in your hands. Now. use your best
judgment aboul buying and selling.
Be careful with my assets. because
ane of these days ) shall ask youto
tender an accounting.”

The kingdom Is a trust A talem
was a sum equal (o » day leborert
wages lor wenty years. Five 18l-
ents would have been worth 2
hundred vears of labor. and no

God's kingd there is a law of
inctease and decrease. “Far (o
¢very ong who has, even more will
be given. and he will have more
than enough: but the one wha has
nalhing. even the little he has will
b2 taken away from him” (Matt.
25:29 TEV),

The law af life is “use it or lase
#7 1fyou wish 10 keep yaur profi-
clency at the typewriter, use it. If
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you want 10 be a concert pianist,
dan’t miss practicing the piano tor
a couple of months and then go on
tour. ¥ you want to keep your mus-
cles strong. don't neglect ta exer-
clse. And that is the way it is in the
kingdom of God What we don't
use we lose.

Stubborn Quaces . . .
Why Js it 90 eany. 10 natusal lor
us to evade responsibility? We de-
velap the habit of suppasing that
we have dane samething about a
need when we have talked ahout it

ar warked up emotion aver it.

We achieve maturity
only by decision-
making. To be
responsible, I must
be free. To be free, |
must accept the
burden of being
responsible,

This afflictian may be observed
in people filled with grandiose
ideas aboul reforming the warld.
They deplare pallution but smoke
(wo packs of cigaveties a day. They
wani to clean up the oceans. but
throw batiles and cans into lakes.
They swoan over universal
bratherhood but don't bather to
speak 10 the lonely woman next
doar.

Another farm of evasive tactic is
ta hide behind the fact that you
have only onetalent and so cantent
yaursell with following the path af
least vesisiance, providing no
leadership. giving nothing to life.
The “little persan™ constitutes the
areatest untapped tesource In our
saciety. She has eacrmous power,
but she daesn’t suspect It. She has
something to offer, but she has
buried her talent ot wrapped ftina
napkin and hidden it.

In your group try this test as to

indtvidual versus compasite
decision-making. Propase 8 prob-
lem with several passible ¢olu-
tians. Aek each individual In the
group to rank the supgested solu-
tions in 1he order of 1heir teasibil-
Ity. Then azk all members to reach
8 group decislon based on full dis-
cusslon and coneensus. Invariably,
the consenaus of the group Is a
betier decislan than thai of any
individusl In the group.

Each person, no matter how
"ane-talented” ¢he may be, has,
someihing valuable to contribute.
In Jesus” view i you have some-
thing to contribute, then whatever
prevents that contribution from
heing made — whether suppressed
by external or internal forces — is
evil. To have {5 ta be held sccouni-
able to give. Life is a truat

But if you are a “one-talent”
person — and most alus are — iris
terribly easy to slide inta the nega-
tive aftitude 1hat your one talent
waon't make enough difference to
caunt. Sa yau permlit yourselé
shaddy performance Jtis a terribly
subile and enticing temptatian ta
embrace mediocrity as 8 comfart-
able refuge from 1he pain of being
respansible.

During Warld War Il in a Eyro-
pean <ity there was an acute short-
age of milk. A pastar in a nearby
rural community arganized an ef-
fort ta danate a barvel of milk tar
children |n the city. Each facmer
was asked to bring a gallan of milk
to church on the appointed day.
The barrel was placed on a table at
the frant, and st the apprapriate
moment In the eervice the farmers
came forward ane by ane, lifted the
lids from thets milk palle and
dumped the cantents inta the bar-
rei. When the last pail had been
emptied, the pastor stepped vp ta
draw a cup of milk an a kind of
dedication. Byt when he turned the
spigot, only clear water ean out! Jo
the awful mament of embareass-
ment each tarmer admitted that he
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had brought a pall of water Instead
of milk, but each contended that If
1he athers had done their duty his
bucket of waler would have made
no ditfesence.

The story may never have hap-
pened, but Its truth is painfully real.
How many times have we excused
ourselves for the buried ralent by
seying that somebody else can dn
it better, or thar it won't matter
whether or not we do what we can?
Count on somebody else to be
[slihdul, 10 teach the children. sup-
port the church, visit the lonely
and needy. Somebody else has
more 1ime. So let somecne else do
it.

There 1s anather side of 1hls
issue, The one-ralent peraon whols
prone to wiap her {aleni up In a
napkin may have tried rom time to
1ime te display her talent. She has
either heen 1old 10 mind her own
business ar else simply ignared.
After a few such painful efforts she
decides not 10 risk It anymore.

Jesus did not emphasize 1hls
side of the problem. but there is no
question about the nobleman’s in-
tentions in his siory. He wanted
thal pne-talent man 1o act as re-
sponsibly with his one 1alent as the
five-lalent man acied with his five.
He expected something hom that
fellow. Just becavse he got back
[nurteen 1alents from the two who
had been entrusted with seven did
not mean 1hat he was indifferent tn
the tallure of 1the man with one
talent.

Giad enpects us to be fait htul with
our trust. That Gnd rhose to create
us in his own image. 2et 14 free to
make moral decisions, and run the
risk af nur rebellion and persnnal
destructinn, says samething about
God and us. We achieve maturity
only by decision-making. Whoever
is rendered powerless, whether by
his own abdication or by another's
exploitation, i« made incapable of
growing into full humanness. Tn be
responsible, I must he free. To be
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free, 1 must accept the burden of
belng responsible.

The one-talent person may bury
her tremsure not because she is
trifling. but hecnuse she supposes
thet her talent Is. She visualizes
herself as a nanentlty. Yet the truth
is that no one is excluded from the
miracle of instigating change if she
only sets her mind and energy in
motion ta accomplish 1.

John Henry Jowett, a great
preacher of the first part of this

The ten-cent
miracle! Think of
occasions within

your reach in which
yvou have the power
to make a difference. |

|

century. tald of a man gning alung
an FEnglish road one day and en-
countering a poo1r lad who was
crying birterly. The hoy had last
sixpence {sbout a dime) with
which ha had been sent 1o pay a
debt. The man later described the
scene In these words “Sixpence
dropped by the wayside. and a
whole lamlly made wretched { put
my hand in my pocket. and
wrouqht sixpennyworth  of
miracle!”

Behind 1the simple fact of a
stranger soathing a child’s anx-
letles by replacing a lost ¢oin is a
significant but almast overlaoked
truth, It suggests how easily, as if
by some miraculous power, the
thoughtful. aware persan ran
make life hetter for mhers abnut
him. The ten-cent mirarle! Think
now of arcasions within your reach
in which you have the power 10
make a difference. As Jesus said.
“even a drink of cnld water” (Mar
10:42 TEV) Is not withhut eternal
consequences! Thatis a staggering
conrept

The secret, then. Is scknowleds.
ing our accountability snd suner.
dering our excuse of impotency
We may not be able to da ey
thing. but we can do something
Moreaver. meeting vespansibilty
increases capability. We learn ¢
be responslble persons by acting
responsibly.

William Glasser. a psychlstrig,
1eaches what he cails “Really
Therapy.” This is a techpigue
based on the beliel that the emo.
tinnally i1l persan is one who it
acting in an irrespansible manne
To put it in Glasser's wards, “'Peo.
ple do nat ac1 irresponsibly be
cause they are ‘il!"; they are "ill
because they act irresponsibly”
Glasser helieves that as rapidly m
passible the ill person must be
urged into action to effect needed
changes in his behavior patterns
“In Reality Therapy." he writes.
“we emphasize behavior; we do
not depend upon insight to change
attitudes because in many cases it
rever will. .. Whal starts the
process, however, is an inftfal
change In behguior.”

While nat wishing 10 over
simplily, we can see in this
apptoarh a similarity to Jesus’
teachings in these parables. We
are held accountable 10 act in ac
cordance with aur endowmenl
And faithlulness in meeting te-
sponsibility fits ux for further and
more demanding responsibility

(Ine ot the best pxamples o this
truth | ever encountered came
fram a distinguished woman.
Ronara W Ouerstreet. 1 had the
privilege 10 introduce her to an
audience of younq people. and In
doing sa recited a poem of hers
which has been an inspiralion o

me It is called “'Stubbarn

Ounces"™

You say the little effarts thal | make
make

will do no good. rhey never will
prevail

to tip the hovering scale

where Justice hange In balance.
{ don't think
| ever thaught they would.
Aut lam prejudiced beyond debate
in lovar of my right 1a chaose
which side
shal} Fee) 1he stubbarn aunces of
my weight.*

When Mrs. Overstreet stood to
weask she related the circum-
stences under which the poem had
been written. She had been lisien-

ing to & disenchanted adult ad-
dressing =» canventlan of young
peaple, deplaring the warld situa-
tion, telling them that there was
nothing any af them could do ta
change It. [n futious, silent protest
she had fished a dog-eared en.
velape out of her packetback and
hastlly scribbled the poem on it.
entitling it: “To One Who Douhis
the Worth of Daing Anything If You
Can't Do Everything'' Later, in

deference ta her publisher's re-
quest, she revised the {itle ta
“Stubbarn Qunces."” [

You can't overtura the world, but
where will the stubhorn ounces af
your weight be felt?

*Reprinted from MHandd Laid Upon the
Wind by Bonaca W Oversrert, used by
prrmission of W W. Narton and Cam-
pany Inc Copyright 1955

Planning the Meetin

AIM FOR STUDY: As a result of
this study, each group member will
determine a way she will express
faithfulness 1a responsibility in
Gind's kingdom.
PLAN 1

For members' nofebnoks this
manth. suggest the following our-
line. Alongside the title of each
patable studied, each woman
mighi retel] the parable as briefly
as possible.

Wedding feast {Luke 12:35-38)

Thiel and householder {Luke
12:39.40)

Faithful and unfaithful servants
iMan. 24:45-51; Luhe 12:42-49)

Talents {Matt. 25:14-28)

Pounds {Loke 19:12-27)

Lead a period in which members
will read and study fagether 1he
Bible passages and the comments.

Members might complete this
sentence in closing their natebook
page for this month:

I will 1ry to {ulfill my persanal
responsibility for shating the gas-
pel by {This
should be an individual, persanal
activity. )

Call to Prayer. — Make copies of
the following 10 distribute ta mem-
bers Ask them 10 listen as you read
the names of missinnaries with
birthdays (pp 42-48) and select
ohe name. Sugqest that each
Soman read silently the verses an
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the slip of paper. {ill in (he blank
spaces with her own name and that
ol the missionary and pray silently
that God will enable both her and
the missianary 10 be faithful.
“'Are you a wise and lalthiul
servani of the Lord? Have | given
you the task of managing my
hausehold, to feed my children day
by day? Blessings on you it | return
and find you faithfully daing your
work™ (Maet 24:45.46 The Living
Aible),
{your name]
{missinnary's name|

PLAN 2

Divide members intn two
groups. One will study “Faithiul
and Unfaithful"' and the related
passages in Manthew and Luke:; the
other will study “'Investing for
God' and the Bible passages.

After about difleen minutes, let
vach qroup present the informa-
tion 10 the tatal group. Discuss
ways the parables can he related ta
lile today.

Fallow the Call 1o Prayer
suqqestion under Plan 1.

PLAN 3

Let members waork In pairs ta
study the content material and the
Bible passnges. then chaake one
tar a composite ol twa ar more
parables| ta serue as a bakis for a
cantempaorary parsble they will
write and share with the rest of the

group Dr. Johnsan's commeats
provide some beginning |deas loe
modern parables.

Use the Call 1o Prayer sugges-
tion under Plaa L.

AMIWEAS TO QUIZ an poge 17

1. Trua

2. Trus

5. Falsa. Mambars of svery church
vote ln bunlnuss mesting ea the
percantaga ac amoyat thair ehurch
will glve.

4. Teua. Mamnangers fram yawue
thurth and othar ¢hyrcher vote at
ths annual 1tata canvantion an
stala caavanilan fuads aad at the

Sowth faptint € tlon on $AC
lunds.
5. Falsa. 1918

4. Falee. The Ragtist Suaday Schael
flaard |1 sall-1upporting althaugh
the pragram arganizations swh a1
Suaday Schaol, Chuech Tralning
(Tralnlag Unlaa) ara syppartad
through Caaperativa
In the state ¢onvantlaas,

1. Falsa

8. True

9. false. Agproximataly 30 parcant.
10. falta. Noarly 11 parcant.

11. falee

1£. Falia

13, Trua

14. True

15. Trus. About 5,000 missionarian
an home and fersign fields. '




| Alne Fusaller

Agenda for Council Meeting

(Use Baptist Women/BYW Record, Report, and
Planning Forms"® to record plans.)
¢ Use the suggested meditation
® Conduct leader training activity.
® Appoinl an officer to alert Baptist Women 1hal
Acteens will lead a family Bible study.
® Plan regular Baptist Women activities — Bapiist
Women meeting. mission action project, mission
support activities; and coordinate group
achivies.
® Plan for Baptist Women prayer retreat in May
# Plan promotion of Cooperation: The Cooperative
Program Game* and Cooperative Program Day
Plan for enlistment of officers.
* Plan for group training,
# Plan for traming in direct evangelism.
# Check progress on the achievement guide and
make reports Semiannual reparts are due.

Prayer Retreat

May ROYALSERVICE™ will provide helps fora prayer
retreat. Make all the administrative decisions now.
Gel 2 copy of Missions Prayer Gurde® for help n
understanding the basic philosophy of a prayer
retreat and for delailed guidelines in planning {pp.
41-45 in the guide).

Dectsions that need to be made now include:

.selection of a date (if il was not done in annual

planning}
—selection of a place and lime
—choice of a leader

Leader Training

Make a list of all that happened in your Jast Baptist
Women officers council meeting.
| Tuen to page 66, Baplist Women Manual.* Read the
first column on the page. Compare the list you made
with the suggesied lisi. Discuss the differences with
the other officers. Determine an agenda for your next
Baptist Women officers council meeting.

Read the suggested Scnipture passage in Call Io
Prayer for today (pp. 42-48). Prior to the meeting, ask
one officer to comment on the passage with regard to
her commitment to being a leades in Baptist Women

Read the names of the missionaries listed for the
day. Spend time in prayer.
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FIRECA

Try one or more of these three ways to get behund
the Cooperative Program-

1. Cooperation® is a game about the Cooperative
Program. Buy a copy and encourage Baptisi Women
members to take turms taking the game home for
tamily use.

Ii the church media center |library| does nol havea
copy. gelacopy forihe media center and encourageal
church members to use il. Ask the WMU director 1o
place an announcemenl in Lhe church bulletin

2 Secure acopy of the baoklet "Lay Involvementin
Cooperative Program Day” (free from your slale
Bapiistoffice). Studvit Ask yourpastoror your WMU
director about how your church plans to obseeve
Cooperative Program Day. It Baptist Women help s
needed, be ready to assist.

3 Use the film Mission Safar: in a Bapuist Women
meetingthismonih. Produced by the Foreign Mission
Board and the Stewardship Cammission, this
sevenieen-minute colos film 1akes viewers on a tourof
mission fields 10 examine use of Cooperative Program
funds. Available on loan from your siate Baptistoffice.

Homebound Members

Place homebound members (who are willing tode
this) on a telephone committee. Give each home
bound member a list of Baptist Women activilies
including dale, time. place, and other available
information; and several names with lelephone
numbers. Ask the homebound members to call these
persons and remind them of Baptisl Women activities
for the month,

These telephone assignments could become 3
permanent list. Each time Baptist Women members
need contacting, provide homebound members wilh
new information and ask them to make the contacts-

.
Family Study

Each Acteens member in your church is being
encoutaged to lead her family in a study of The Bible:
Gods Misstonary Message to Man. Vol 2.* Alert Baptist
Women members who have Acteens in lheir homesto
this activity.

Direct €Evangelism

Mission Action Chairman. Suggesi that each
member read a back on wimessing. Here are some
suggestions of books available through Baptist Book
Stores:

Lote Leaves No Chowee by C. B. Hogue (Word) $5.95

Grassroots Evangelism by Don Mallough (Baker Book
House) $1 25

Turnmg lo God: A Study of Converstan in the Book of
Actsand Today by William Barclay (Baker Book Hause}
$150

The Reluctant Witness by Kenneth L Chafin
{Broadman) $4.50

Gethng mto God. Practical Guidetines to the Chrishan
Life by D Stuan Briscoe {Zondervan) $! .50

€nlisting Officers

Nominating Committee: All Baptist Women
officers, except the president, are suggested 1o the
members by 1he Baptist Women nominating commit-
tee This committee is appoinied by the Baptist
Women officers council or is elected by the organiza-
ton

The commitiee recommends a slate of officers. The
organization elects them The Baptist Women
president is elecied by the church The WMU
leadership committee suggests her name to the
thuzch nominating committee

Ideally, Baptist Women officers should be elecied by
theend of june The president should be elecied first
and assisi 1n the selection of other oificers

The numinating committee should use the Officer
Orientation Kits.* There is a kil for each officer. Use
the kit even though the person has been an officer
before When making the imtial contact with the
Prospective officer, give her sheet 1 Explain to hes
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how to use the sheet. (Instructions are a pari ofthekit,)
Inform her that you will check with her al a specific
time toget herangwer. In the meantime, sheis to work
through sheet 1. Afier the officer accepta the job, the
president continues to Irain the new officer by using
sheets 2 through 5.

1tthe WMU leadershipcommittee did not use thekit
when the president was enlisied, she should get a kit
and work through il before training the other of ficers.

The Baptist Women president might ask the
chaismen 10 train the appropriate group leaders. For
example, the mission study chairman trains Bible
study group leaders, current missions group leaders,
and Round Table group teaders.

Training for Groups

After the officers council has met, dismiss all
officers except group leaders. Ask one chairman tobe
responsible for this session, possibly the mission
study chairman.

In prepasation ask each groupleader lo make a lape
recording of a group meeting in which she was the
Jeader. Or, ask the leader to write a verbatim report of
everything she said.

Ask ihe group leaderstoconsider thesequestionsas
they listen to 1he tapes: Was | the focus of the group?
Was | a resource person? Did | promoie a shared
leadership role? Was 1 flexible? Was I an authority?

Afer listening and evaluating themselves as group
Jeaders. let the leaders list some goals for future
meetings Some may include: To join in group
activities. Toconsull with group members. To delegate
group responsibility To affiem individuals in the
group.

Savethetapesor verbatimreportsforuseintheMay”
training session.

*See arder form, page 98

*Order fram Woman's Missionaty Upinn. 600 N. 20th Si..
Birmingham, AL 35203 Price. $4 00 pe1 year, single isue, 45
centy Please enclose ppyment Subscriptions available forane
or Wwo vears, Fuz subscriptions outside the US, add $1 50 for.
pas(agé and handling Allow siv weeks for dehvery
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giPear] (Mrs. Dwain) Steinkuehler
rand Forks, North Dakota

B call
470
PRAYER

1 Friday Juhn 14:0-9

Jamce {Mrs. James A} Reid works wity

her husband in a minisiry on the ™

Vegas Strip supervising the education

program She alsoteaches Englishin high

school Mrs. Red rcquests prayer for

peaple to help in this wark, a place fory

gospel mght club. and a specia’ ouipoyr

ing of God's Spinit in Las Vegas

Harold 7. Gruves, retired. Kunsas

Qs L. Hewes. Ir.. Nanhanal Bapys
Missoun

Mrs. Hervey L. Holimon, Naronl
Haptist. Texas

Mrs. James Huse, indian. New Mexice

Toneld E. (Mwell, desf, Flanda

Mra. James A, Reid, church extension
Nevada

Mrs. Robert Rodriguez, Spanish, Teass

Mrs. Frunk Venshle, Indear. Oklahoma

Mss. Larry G. Wilkerson, Spanish
Puerio Rice

Herbert 1. Billings, business adminisiza
ton. Gualemala

William J. Damwn,* religious educalion.
South Brazil

J. Wayne Fuiler, educatian, | thanan

Caraelia Graham, journe vman, medical,
Tanzama

Ralph W. Neighbour, preaching, Sing
pore

Mrs. John M. Wilkes, home und church,
Switzedand

2 Saturday  John 6:43-51
Yinuma and Rodney Irby serve as fied
missianaries in Chile waorking with
fificen churches. Mrs Irhy's hours ar
spent imathenng her twa teens, prepanng
fue visiars. 1eaching children, training
1cachers. und heing missionasy-in-
residence while her husband 15 ofien
away on the field Pray for nationd
piastors 19 lead the many pastorless
churches Pray (ke missionanes will be
cffective in training Chilians Pray for the
new rssions in Bellote Sur and Gome?
Carreno.
Mrs. Basilio ¥squivel, Spanish. Texas
Mrs. Danjel R Heenandez, Spanish,
Texin

Misciunanevare isred on theit bunhdays A
astensk 1“1 indicates missionaries an fus
lough addresses of missionanes are hicedin
Misuonary threvapn, free from Foreigh
Massion Boand Lateratare, P 4). Bos 659
Richmond VA X230, or in Heome Misson
Rerrd Pesionnr! Murerion iree from Home
Mission Buard [ierature Service 138
Spang 81 . NW Allanis (G4 30309

Dumingo 1berra, Spannh. Texas

s L. hasss, retired. Oklahomg

Rav! Ontiz, Spanish. Texas

Davld ¥. Ybarra, Spaaish, Texay

Mrs Jahn A. Ahermsthy, retired Ching.
Philippines. Korea )

vany Fox. rehigious educanon Nigena

Dandel R. Hill, preaching. Bangladesh

Mrx. Rodney R. Ieby, home and church.
Chule

L.G. McKinnes, Jr., music. Hung Kong

Rnmand L. Odle. dentist. Yemen

Wrs. PRlip #. Dverton. home and church.
Yemer

Ruth Vanderburg, nursc, Indoncaia

Y Sundas  Juhn R:12-19
Charltua Whisun. missiopary 1

Wirdhoek | VEND-hook | Suuth Wes

afnca, paviarsachurchim wingl English.

German . and Afvikaans Lnglages imer-

mingi¢ in Bible sinds. This church meets

ma building prrtially pand Few theough the

lite Muon Chnsimas Oftenng

Hobert H. Brindle. pastur. Vermant

Kamon Mesa, Spinisk. Flonda

Sunles O. White, directuruf metropolitan
missiens, Caliumig

Mrs, Exerett R. Hurnelte, home and
church, Senegat

Rsymond V. Lindholm, education.
Ethunig

Whltan A. Lites, music. Fuwisn

SMes. E. Carter Morgan,' hame and
chureh. lung Kong

(renepr Oukes, preaching. Sinnth Brasl

Rov F. Sarmer, publicinen. ltaly

Charlton D, Whitsan. Faglish Linguape
Stk Wesr Africa

1\Monday  John 10:1.10
Glor 1 Mrs Fumi Thuran serves in
Bangladesh. o cauntrs suhject 1o Mods.
cyclanes. farmines, and milisury coups
Baptisis are Diying to extablish new
<hueches: key men an fifty vallgees call
legerher their tamilics aml fnends turemd
dahy 1he Bengal version of the Gaspels
Pran thie these mure than AN Bihle stady
&rawps muy deselop into churches Pron
fur the Thuemuns as they minisger to
prugne
Mre Carlas €. Cobus. Jr.. Spanish.
Mavuichusens
Iz CGudgirza, refired. Calforai
Mrs. Donsto Ruiz, renred. leaas
Young-sik Aoh, Kurcan. fexas
VI Juch | theal, dr.. swisic . Colombig
Calvin L. Fox, preaching. Philippines
Donald R Heiss, preachang. Jupan
Wilhurn €. Hoglen. b-nalinh linguage
Yeneruela
Mrs Richard I, Lusk, hume and church.
Philippines
¥ Dunald Muntouth, tident wark Tsrael
Sherrod 8. Siner, quiired Hranl
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Mrs. Thomas E. Thurman. hame and
vhurch, Bungladesh

5 Tueday  Jaha 10:01-16
Scamen and truckers are of special

cancern to Cass Vincent. language

missionary in Indiana The Seaman’s

Center vecks 10 show forcign sailors that

America is more than bars. e Crass-

raads Cheinnian Qasis tmobile chapel)

utfersiruckersaplace lorelax as theirngs

are heing serviced Pray that God will

Fless his Word given 1o forcign seamen

Priy (or another chapel far & new

Iruckeen” minisiry. Pray that more

churches will assist i these ministnes.

Pray (or health, strength. aml wisdom for

Mr. Vincen!

Larry E. Eiott, Chrstian social minis-
iries diceciar. Floridy

Fahian (i, Sena. Spanish. New Mexica

Cuss Vincent, language missions. Indiana

Mrs. Dasid R. Davls, Jr., hame and
church. Ghana

S Dale Quan, preaching. lanzania

Mes. Luwrence P. Hardy, home and
church. Libera

Raymund L. Kalh, ficld representanve.
Hrazil

Mrs, Carl Leeper, retired, Teaas

Larn Y. Loa, doctar. Tanzama

H. Ceril Mctonmell. education. Chile

Dauglay (5. Ringer. preschimg. Thaland

Mrs. Samusl T. Lptan, home and chureh
Malawi

Mrs, H. W, Wickes, aune Gaza

Mr. Gene £). Wilsan, home and church,
South Brual

6 Wednesday John 15:1-8
Edwiurd Oliver pastors the Jupanese

language missian that meets ir 1he Kanta

F'uins Buplisi Church i Enghsh-speaking|

:n Tukya. apan The church spinsors a

Jupingse-linguage kindergarten. Sue

Olhverteaches Eaglishtothe childrenand

shuir mothers Pray for the salvatan afthe

parents of 1hese children wha leam Bible

verses. siunes, and mealtime hlessings.

Mrs. Earigue Cepeda, Spamsh. New
York

Adrs. Duniel M. Hernandes, Spanish.
Texan

Jimmy P. Pittman, weekday munistry
director. Califarma

Mrs, Samuel Valdez, Spanish. New
Mexica

Mes. 4. T. Walker, retired. Missssipm

Charles 1. Deevers, dennist. Ivory Coast

Mr< W. R. Hull, hume and church
Kensa

Mry. Wasne K. AMaddoxT hume and
church. Okanawa

Fdward ). Oliser, preaching Japan

Anna Penminginn, educatian. North
Hranl

Mrs. Matthew A. Sanderford, Baptist
Spamish Publishing House. El Paso,
Texas

Mrs. Kenneth H. Stephens, home any
church, Dominican Republic

? Thursday John 4:7-14 |
Sary {Mrs. Ixavid L.) Martin, mission |
ary in Trinidad. West ladies. will spead
thisturthday inthe US Thisfurlough year
15 lilled with camps and Warld Missian
Conferences us the Mariins share whal
God hay beendaing ontheirfield. Pray for
the Martiny and for the Bapnses of
Tnnidad as1hey lahor inthe missionanes
absence Pray fur daughiers Carulyn,
Rechekah and Martha Jean us they
re-adjust 10 life and schaalin 1he States
Mrs. Louise F. Beeat, retired, Geargin
Young Glaver, Natioaal Bapyist. Flarida
Dandel Gamez, Spanish California
Mrs. Molses Padlita, Spaaish. Tenus
Mrs. H. B. Ramsaur, retired, Teaas
Mrx. H. D). Stein, relired  Flanda
fames . iles, education. Colambia
Mrs Jetry A, Hubbard, hame dnd
church. Zambia
Kathleen jJones." doctar, [ndanesig
Mrs. M. Maurice Marraw, home and
church. Tanzama |
Mes, Davld L. Martin,* haome and
church, Tanedad
Michad G. Meadaws, music. Japan
Zebrdre V. Moss, radio-TV represenla-
live. Afnca

A Friday  joha 15:01.17
Vers Johnson <ends g wpecia’ request

fur prayer as she and her husbund. Paul

assume acw respansihilities Paul has

accepted the positun of corference

vogrdindtor for the Mindanae 1 Philip-

pinesl Confereace Grounds His majoe

respanyibility 15 sciting up canfereace

watkshops in various arcas of chusch

leadesship irawning  Vera Inhnsan is

teaching their soa Ray sixth grade. Pray

for this couple as they Tace new appar

winites.

Alton Green, directar of metrapalitan
missions. New Menico

Foy O. King, retired, Hawan

Mrs. Petru Papavic, Ramanian. Califor-
A

Danatn Ruiz, retired. Tenas

Fvelyn Standord, retired. Tewas

Mrs. Lowle Dan Patrick, church enten-
sion. lllinais

Mrs. Willlam F. Corwin,” darm parent
Indanesia

Mrs. Frederick E. Nay, hame and
church. Sunnam

Mn. Elien P. Gray. hame and church. ]

Oknawa
Mrs. Roy ). Hawkins, kame and church, ' 4
Venezuels “
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Willlam L. Hix, preaching, Thaland

Mrs. Pani B. Johenon, home and chusch,
Phihppines

J. Wallace Pooe, mhoTV Uruslny

R. Drexel Rayk yman.

Mrs. Edward H. Mustee, Christun social
minisiries director. Texas

Nee Ortlz, Spamish, Texas

Juas L. Saatos, Spanish, Colorado

education, -l\llstna

Jobn A, !i_.ulﬂr.rs.jmmymm, religous
education, Kenya

C. Penrose 51 Amand, education, Swit-
2erfand

Patricia Stooksbury, womens wark,
Costa Rica

4 Seturday Johw 3:14-21

Jean{Mrs. John) Poc servesas hostess
at the guest house for wissionaries at
Edenvale. South Africa She directs two
bell choirs and also works with
Pariuguese-speaking people many of
whom qrc refugees from Mozambique
and Angola, Mrs. Poe asks us (a pray for
the displaced Poriuguese. for more
orkers amang the Poﬂusuese and for
the salvation of the th is of d
persons
Thomas C. Adams, Polish. Peansylvania
Thomas Bard, Baptist center. Virginia
Mrs. Daniel Banda, Spanish, Texas
Fdward R. Davie, National Buprist.

Georgia
Mrs. Gilbert Dimz, Spanish. Texas

Salvador L. Cane, Spanish. Texas

Mrs. Kenneth R. Bragg, home and
church, Japan

Mrs. Robert C, Friche, home and church.
Meaico

C. Ray Frye,* preaching, Malaysi

S. Denais Hale,* preaching, Spam

Diama Lay, nurse. Ghana

Mres. Eugene L. Lefiwich, home and
church, Nigena

Mrs. ). Deniel Luper.*
Equatotal Braxni

Marthy McAlister, nurse. Tanzania

Mrs. Danadd E, Mines. home and church.
Argentina

C. Denmis Treat, husiness administration.
Uruguay

Morris J. Wright_ Ir., preaching. Jupan

educahan.

11 Manday Matihew 28:16-20
Dorothy and Chester Cadwallader
were asked hy the American Buptist
Foreign Mission Society 10 conduct o
literature mimstry in the smull countny of
El Salvador. Centrgl Ameaica. They
opened a Baptist Book Stare — Atremdy
the biessings are greater than we had
dreamed e thought possible. * cepurts

Pawd Glynn Hayes, church
Califormia

Joycelyn K. Lang, center director. Al
abama

Raenlvo C. Rivers, Spanish, Texas

Mrs. Lioyd H. Atkinsom, home and
church. Chile

Mrs. Roy L. Lyoe, educalion. Venezueln

Wayne E. Maness, peeaching. Philippines

Mrs, Mell R. Plumd, music. Argentina

Mrs. John A. Poe. music. Mozambigue

Jobin R. Pawell, j;ourneyman. men and
boys' work. Liberia

Rebecu Rosell, journeyman, education,
Peru

Pavl W, Stouffer,* preaching. South
Brazil

Carlton E. Wakker, journeyman. student
work . Taiwan

10 Sunday  Joln i1:20-27

Dennis and Judith Hale and their three
Janghters are on furlough this year.
leaving theit work in Vigo. Spain, in the
hands af the Tony Anayas The small
mission is the second Baplis(witness inall
of Galicia. an area about half the size «f
Georgia Pray for the work in Vigoand for
the Hale family as they adjust 10 3 yearn
the US after being awsy for four yeurs.
Mes, Devid Keparvoa, retired. Teass
Mrs. Abreham Lerma, Spanish. Texas
E. Fermando Martinez, Spanish, New

Mexico
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Mr. Cadwallader. With a multitude of
new helievers from revivals in the
thirty-four churches. the couple works
with mghily Bible study groups and uses
literuture 1o help convens grow in the
1ord.

Yates W. Camphel). Christian social
ministnes director. North Caroling
Virgil Clark, direcior of rucal-uthan

missiuns, Indiana
Mrs. Abraham Wright, retired, 1l]ipon
Mrs. C. S. Codwellader, br.. hume aad
church. El Salvador
James R. Colvin, presching. Japan
Mrs. Bobby ©. Exans, home and church.
Malaysia
Mark K. Grumbles. journes man. sevre-
tary. Paragoay
Russell L. Locke. preac

Mrs, William )., ‘\hwgsn * home aml
church, Sonth Brual

Mrs. Heney S, Whillow, hame and
church, Mexo

12 Tuesday  Romans 5:1-¥1

The pnmary responsibility of Carolyn
Brooks. director of Chanstisn Sociul
Mimstries in the Penvacols Biny Raptint
Assuciaton (Fluridab. is 1o fead churches
fo meet needs in (heir cammunities,
through minisicies with (he Jdeaf. the
mentally handicapped., people in resort
areas. juvenile delention facilities.

families of pnsaners, the aged, 1p

ilhserate. and inlernationals She asks

prayer far summer camp for deal chj.

dren. beach ministries. and mete

<hurches 10 see missions opportunities iy

their neighborhoods.

Kay Carnlyn Browks, Christian socy
minisifies director, Florida

Jonm H. Cravem, Christian social mims
tries director. Virgimia

Bertis Fulr, rctired. North Carolina

Mrs. Murin E, Pema, kindergarien, Texgs

Mrs. Juam L. Seatos, Spanish, Colordo

Churdes A. Arvington, Fnglish [anguage
Lehanon

Tray C. Benoe(1, preaching. Bangladesh

T. Eugene Dubberly, mea and boys” work
Uruguay

Mrs. Q). Eugene Fller, Jr., home an
church, Jowdan

Toay G. Lutharw, preaching, Philippines

Mrs. J. Franklin Mitchell, home ang
church, Chile

Mrs. Charles H, Morris, hume and
church. Malaysia

Puul . Séebenmann, presching, Domin-
can Republic

Mrx. Dunald B. Soell. home and church
Thniday

1} Wednedes  Ephedans (:15-2)
Retty Jane Hunt works in an old and

exiting cauniry — South Korea, With

dbaut 10 percent of the population

ning Christianity, missianaries are

mercaning thewr outreach among ser

vicemen and college studemis. The

praicd word s mast imporian ia this

ottreach  Pray for Mina Hunt as sie

works in the publication center in Seoul

Mes, Robert W, Allewsworth, Christiaa
sucial anmstnies. Connecticut

M. Loreaze Costilo. Spanish. Texas

Glenn 4. Hewitt. UIS-2 <pecial mission
ministnes. Alski

Wayne b ph. dircetor of
un missions Colorado

Mrs. Vhomas 1. Wenig, rursl-urban
anssions Nebroska

Csvoor Inex \ancey, weehday minsin.
Penmsyhvania

Mes. Paul A, Hurkwall, education.
Nigeria

Retts June Hunl, publicaion, Korea

M, Leslic 4. Keyex, home and church.
Honduras

Mrs. A 7 oor (. Rehinsoa. eduvatian.
Lowan

Thomas ¢. Thurmaa, preavhng.
Baoghdesh

<

sod

)4 Thursday 2 Peter 1:29

(N the midst of Rhodesiq s covil unresl.
Jockie iMen. Carrol W ne) Shaw cof-
tnges “Bianess i uswal’ for the Lowd-
working with WML groups imd Hible

classes and carifff* for her family and

guests. Pray for her and their daughiers as

Mt Shaw is often away in evangelistic

in this ¢roubled land of

*Pray for all the people of

Rhodesia, that Gud s love and respect for

all men will control thesr hearts and peace

will comu.”

Mrs. Rabert H, Brindbe, church exien-
won, Vermont

Mrs. George S. Bowdler. Sc., retired,
Argentana

Mrs. Peatt . Dean, hame and chusch.
Jupan

Pebrn Normun, joumeyman, cducition.
Kenya

ier, Wendull C. Parker, home and
church, Guatemals

Mrs. Carrall W, Shaw, home and church,
Rl sia

Yrs. Tedds E. Yartwough.” home snd
church. Guatemala

(€ briday | Jown $:13-15
Aot Ko Akara " (Hawaiian tor ~~Gud
 lose ™1 a8 the messige Boh Duffer.
missiomicy pastor of Kiher Bapust
Chaped in Miui. Hawini. prelaims, He
Jues this theough Jricndliness and con
cernus well s by preachimg. Pray for the
Chapel-bythe.Sea hotel minisiry he
dicgcinits tonrises gather beneathihe irees
fos carly Sunday noming wacship before
Jday af \ight-seeing.
Juan T. Aguilar, Spamsh. Texas
Mrs Alejandea Devila, Spanish, Anzona
Bsbbs R. Thoffer, pantor, Hawiii
Nes, Dunald Gilds, metropolitan mis-
sinns, Ol
Mrs. Pancaleon Mobine. retired, Texas
lames Mehin Pobmer. Jr.. LJS-2. Baptiv
cenler, Anzana
My, Herbert Resta. Spanish Michigan
Mes, Rodolfa Rojus, Spanish, Anzoni
¥ihel Jahmsan, cvangelism. {reorga
Robeet E. Hemty. rcligions education.
Rhudesia
Dowsld B Kammerdiemer, field repre:
semdtive . Spanish FaxtSouth Amenca

16 Saturdsy  Jude 20-2§

Creia Rudenonr waches i the Bapting
Theologacal Semiaary in Cali, Colombia
She fimdy Columbian Haplist young
neople 1o he talented and enthusiastic in
e Gud. Pray e Ming Rideaour and
the seminary students who wilness,
dnlnbuie Hibles. snd ~erve in churches
dod mpsinas
Mrs. Felipe Alvaeez, Spaoish, Texos
M. Many Jesn Doron, Sponish. Texas
lames W, Fulkeran, Spanish. Tevas
Amdrew Foster, retired. Lo
M. L. ASekamy. Indian. 1daba
WIrs Huron A. Polnec, Jr.. Spanish,

b
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Lord, you have sent me out 10 tell the

fiations.

You have commanded

me to preach. (o make disciples.

But you have also commanded me to
love.

For il | do nat love

1 cannot preach and I cannot make
disciples.

But | am a loseigner In a strange land.

Give me Jove.

Give me understanding so 1 may love.
V must understand

the bow of geeeting.

the imporiance of saving lace.

the leat of war,

an Oriental way of thinking.

Give me anges #0 1 may love,
1 must vehuse 1o accep
belief in spirits,
superstition 1hat desiroys and crip-
ples with
the toss of diving sticks.
the qlng god of iadi
9in that masquerades as culture

Give me leeling 30 [ may love.
Feeling 10
remember to1oke off my shoes when
) 2cter 3 house.
sleep on pallets on the floor,
like ved pepper. squid. and hean

sprouts,
1dentify and call people to Christ,
Paul Rhoads
Kotea

F. Y. Fresducell, revred, New Menun

M, Louls R. Cabbs, religous educaton
Kenya

Larliwe Eliot(, edocation, Colombia

Jack W. Kienison. Jr..” preaching.
Thailand

C'ren Ridennur, husiness sdnuqistration.
Colombia

Ve, ). L. Riffer, retited. Beazil

Me< Domald £. Torner, homesind church.
North Braal

Mrs. Charles W, Wigps, hume und
church, Karea

17 Sunday  Cobussiuns 1:9-14
Na yon read the news with u view

mINsians prayer sopport ' Missionanes

and national Chestians suffer along with

athers when flouds. fannnes. <arth-

guakes. tdal waves, and ¢ivil wan

come  Pray today for Harold Waison,

agriculoral missionary nthe Philip:

pincs i land Ul recovenng from last

Augont s earthguake apd idal wave

Manudl Dasila, Spanish, Jexan

Mrs, Stephen B Mucphy, US:2. special
muission minnines Hawan

Thomas Howard Patts. mountain. Col-
ofada

Mes. Ramiro G. Redriguer, Spanish.
Texas

Rhonda Farrell, journeyman. medical,
Colomhs

Howard L. Shaemake, preaching,
Dominican Republ

Hareld R. Walsan,*
pincs

griculture. Philip-

18 Monduy Epbesisns 6:10-17
Liheria, the ohlest independent coun-
Ly in Africa whully governed by persons
of Alrican lineage, wasfounded by Negro
freedmen fram Arerica. Baplisi work
wus eslabhshed by liberated slaves.
Bapuists are siiH steong in their outreach
todiy Pray fos the 1wo missionary
couples 1n the capual city who have
hirthdoys today — Carroll and Faye
Adams and Phihp ond Lotells Cole,
Mrs. Fred Chestout, National Baphis),
Alabama
Jorge E. Comesanas, Spanish. New Yok
Norman Hill Langston, US-2. special
misana minsenes, Oregon
Kennedy W, Rabon, retired. Souh
Caruling
Cacroll H. Adams. dorm parent. Libena
1. Phillip Cole,” education. Liheris
Peggic Hormon, social wark, North Brazil
Mrs, Duvid W, Klag. home and church,
Lebanon
hrisnbal Pene, Spaninh. Texas
William B. Philpot, journeyman, educa-
von. Kenya
Mrs, Michael M. Sheckley, home and
church, Ghanis
Marian Szajmer. Skivic. Minnesuta
Ars. Rodney B, Walferd.” religious
educanon, Swth Brzil

19 fuesdoy  Romans §:35.39
“Aswe win peapie (v the Lord, theyin

(um go pul o win athers,” says Frinces

IMrs Clavd) Bumpus. i veteranmission-

ary in Branl_as she (2lls of young people

10 het church in Rio de Janeit who have

answered the call (v missions. Pray for

Mrs., Bumpus. <he iy awuny from her

grown-up children and grandchiklven this

hirthday.

Mrs. Sam Maya, retired. Missouri

Cresencio Rodrigeer, Spanish, Texas

Mrs, Edward G, Berny, education. South
Brazil

Mrs. R. T. Buchley,* home and church,
Bangladesh

Mrs Cloud R. Rumpas, education. South
Brazi)

Vernom M. Hoaldridge. preuching, fsrack

Mrs. Michael . Murphy. hame and
charch, Guatemals
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Mrs. W. Ward Nichelsam, home and
church, Nigeria
Virginls Wingo, education, lialy

M Wednesday Galotiana 4:2-10
Southern B A [T
[bar-BAY-dus|, the mosi eastesly «of the
Windwand 1slands in the Caribbean, in
1972 This small island has a papulation
density among the world’s bighest, Our
eighl missionanes are cesponsible for a
Bapust witness not only in Barbados but
also oo lour other Windward Islands
Pray for Ruth Ann{Mrs. kerry |.) Hamis,
a hame aad church warker wilth 2 big

assignment

Philllp Asron, Spasnush, Cabforma

Card EBbson, rural-urban, Noelh Dakola

Mrs. Blas M CGerza, Spamsh. Texas

Mirs. S. P. Mirekes, cetired. Texas

Mry, Faul Nexels, rural-drban, Ohio

M. Jerry L. Harris, home and chucch.
Rarbados

20 Thursdsy Philipgians 4:4-9
Retrement s achallenging lime for any

Chrisuan wocher who must find worth-

while activitiesto [illextrahours Pray for

health. happiness, and purposeiul oppor-

funilies for serving God for the two home

and 1wo loreign retred missonanes who

have hirthdays today

bvory Jumes, relited, Mississippl

Mrs. L. Fdward Jahas, Indian Arizona

John Pencewicz, retired, Californa

Dewglas Pringle. Spamsh. New Mexco

Rudodph Ramdrez, Spanish, Texas

Aadres Rodriguez, Spanish. Texas

Mrs. J. € Shepard, language missions,
Cabforma

Kerry [.. Romgarser, joorneyman.
secrelary, Kenya

Grersld W. Burch, huciness admimstea:
von. Japan

C. Michaet Coreol), journeyman siudent
work. Donunican Republic

Mrx. Victor Koon, reticed. China Man-
¢huna, Hawai

Rase Martowe, relired, China. Japan

Mrs. Edward W. Ndaan, Bapiist Spanish
Publishing House. El Paso. Texas

Mrs, Johw S. Olver, education, Equato
nal Braz)

l2ths Sewnders, retired. Brazil

Flizabeth Waikdns. reured, lapan

22 Friday Hehrews §10:19-25

Darothy (Mrs, Wayne} 1.ogan — wife
ofanonhodoatistim Oghimasho. Nigena
— works with children n Sunday Schaal
n the Enghsh-speaking New Esinte
Rapust Chorch Pray for 2 pastor for thus
church Proy that (he Logans will witness
effecuvely (f the young people a1 ihe
College of Medicene campus and a1
chorch.
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Rabert Hall, direcior of poli
missions. Ohio

J.C. Matthews, Nalional Baphsi. Missis-
sppi

lameed Negrin, renired. Flonida

A. Pucclardll, cenred. Flonda

Mrs. Dowglas M. Knapgp. home w
church. Tanzanea

Lzma Late, reticed, Nigenia

David P. Lawson, juimeyman, siudey
wark, Kenya

Marlon T. Lineberger, Sr., Preaching,

Jobe Telson, director of pol
missions, Ohio

Mps. C.S. Boatwrigh. home and church,
Japan

James E. Crittendnm, preaching, Philip-

pancs

My, Urban L. Green, home and chuech.
Ghana

Mrs. Wayne W, Lugan, hume and church
Nigeria

Mrs. W, Hugo Pavhmas.* home and
church Phihppincs

13 Saftwrdny 2 Timathy 1:6-14
Beverly Richandsonhasbeenin Jordan

ahlleoverayear Afiercomplenonofthe

difficult Arabic language study. she o

teaching school in Ajloun. * Pleasce doaot

forgel 1w pray for me and my fellaw

workers.” she asks

Mrs. Haoper Campbell, rural-urban
missioas. Calforma

Ransld H. Faevow, US.2_Cheisnan social
minisines. Anzoas

Ade Ferwandez, Spanish, Georgia

F. Hurwld Hetory. Indian South Dahata

Verwow Meeks, director of rural-urhan
missions. New Menicao

Edward L. Smith, 1)5-2, specsal misvion
munistnes, Cahforma

Fred L. Hawkins, Jr.. busingss sdminis-
Iration. South Braxn|

Mrs. Gayle A, Hogg. home and church.
Thnidad

Marinn F. Monrhead, business mimins,
ralion, Jipan

Beverly Richardcon. eduvcation, Jurdan

Mrs. Frnest A_SIbkey,~ home and church.
Malawi

I. Lesle Smith, preaching. Indonesia

Mrs, Ben H. Welmaker, cihication
Colombia

24 Sunday  Ovuterosamy B:11-20
Carl Hunker was happy 10 give up his
pulpil s intenm pastor of the Amus
Street Buptis) Church in Twper. Tyywan
The new pastor s the seventy-scvenrh
lincal descendan of Confucing Pray for
Mr Hunker as he helps the Tawanese
come 10 hehieve Christ 1S nota “(oreign
savior but the Saviour for all mankind
Franclsco Bilban, Spamish . Texas
Joseph R, Eates, Enghsh language . Span
N. Hoyt Evdaly, Baphist Spamsh Publish-
ing Hobse, FI Paso, Texas
Mrs. Jerold E. Galston.” home and
church  Equatarial Bravil
Jerry A. Hubbard, preaching. Zambia
W. Card Humker, education. Tarwan

Arg
Maerris G. Prudt, preaching, Togo
Jerry G. Simen, preaching, Taiwan
Blanche Simgson. reared . Brazi!
Paul S. Smith,* preaching. Jordan
Mrs. J. 0. Terry, I, home and chusch,
EasvSouth East Asia
Lea E. Walirop.* preaching. Serinam
William J. Williams, doclor. Nigena

25 Moaday Marthew $:13-10
Missiunaries dn counl on your prayer

support on Iheir binhdays, High oo the

lisvof prayer necds are matiers related o

the misswaary’s family Nearly every

kind of problem familics have is presem

on the missinns Reld, i wddition, there

are comphcations and siresses of vingin

steange cullures, hagardous healih

conditions. and ryhausting work koads

Pray especally for the families of mrs:

sionanes who have binhlays oday.

Mrs, A €. Castillo, Sparish, Texas

John E Oemd, dircctor of cural-urban
missions South Carolina

Benjamin Duque. Spanish, Colorad

Robert € Fhag, retired, New York

Willam H. Smith, cenier directo
Disinct of Colombia

Nemue) B Yoon, Korean. Hawan

Mrs. J. Allison Rawhs, retired, Israel.
Ausiera. Iiklia Yemen

Mrs. Deral £, Dackins, hume a0d chuech,
Ec<uador

Mr<. Richard N_Harn, home and church,
tapan

Mrs. Duo U Jones. hoeme and church,
Kores

Michael J. Ledhester, preaching. Mexico

Richard W, McDade. preaching, Colom-
bria

Mrs, Msnon A, Mobley, home and
c<hurch. Japan

Honold B A¥ilsen, rehigious educanon,
uminican Repohhic

26 Tuesdas  Viark 4:13.10

The officral gavernment cenvor read o
(rac)” he could OK 1% puhlicanan or beq
ws u<e in Ethioms. Chnst tonched bis
heart and he paxsed if, requésang a copy
foe his wife I'ms was the chain reaction
afies PhulectaiMra R Chfford | Siaton led
an Erhiopian 1o Chest and wanted 10 give
her atract (o help her understand hee
expeneace Pras (or Mey Sttan snd the
dntabution of (he primed word abou!
Chnsi
Maltnn Fdweeds, Indian. New Mearo
Mrs. F. N Muchhurn. reured, Tevas

Ndbert Lee Pemrodglirccioraf metropoli
an missions. [heors

L. Geruld Fledder,* educaton, Japan

Ray G. Regidder, Jr., preaching. sruc!

Mrs. R, Cliflord Siaton, home and
church, Fihiopra

Lehmen F. Webb, English language.

Singapure

11 Wednesday Luke J1:21-26

Betty and Floyd Meenll asre home
missionaries appointed 1o eslablish
(hurch type missions in one of the must
unchurched arcas in the US — 1he
Portlamil. (Jregon area Fray thal thex
gual of slaring two new mssions each
year will he reached. Pray thar pastors,
panists. and song leaders will go 10 1he
Northweal 1o assist i Baplist work
Mrs. Joerge A. Martlnez, Spanish

Lowsisna
Mrs, Floyd Meerlll, church gricnsion.

Dregon

Mrs, J. Thamas Wasrington, home and
church, Costa Rica

28 Thwraday 1 Carimiiians 10:3-15
Wilma (Mrs. Howard) Gary teaches

English 10 non-Eaghshk speaking stu

denis wha come 10 Valley Bapusi

Academy in Harlingen, Texas frnmmany

Spamsh-speaking comatries Pray that

students may see Chrst i Mrs. Gary as

she (eaches.

Mry. Howard F. Gary. Spanish. Texas

Ariel Hemmandez, Spamish. Flonda

Mrs Jesus Leal Hermandez, reired . Tenas

Mrs. Edas S Vakelo, Spanish. Teaas

Mrs. 1haug A- Bryent.* home and church.
Ghana

Lioyd . Mann.* student wark, Domini-
¢an Republic

Mry, Havold E. Renfvow, home and
church, Suuth Branl

Brs. James A. Willlams, home aml
church. Avstng

House, Koanoke, Virpmia. She says,
*'Our main pucpose is tu leach people of
al) ages aboul Christ and iry 10 show them
A better Nife.” This mmistry shows
Christ’s Jove by helping people wilth
food. clothes. medicine, counseling. and
transporiation to hospitals, grocery
stores. and wellare offices.
Mrs. Thomas Ralrd, Baplist centes,
Virpnia
Mrs. Ramiro Espinvza, Spanush. Texas
Wibiars .. Irwie, Jv., pastor, Calorado
Victor Kaneubbe, Indian, Avizona
Mrs. Willism Novsk, Chnstian social
miaistries. Yirginia
Jerry W. Rarreit, education, Hong Kang
Karen Huma, journe yman, miedical, Gaza
WHorncr Burms, publication. Rhodess
Marvin R. Fard, preaching. Ecoador
Rubert D. Hardy, preaching. Japan
Mrs. L. €. Quaies, relired  Argentina
Cuithrya Smith. religious education,
Stuth Brazil
Onds Vimeyord, retired  Brazil

Mrs MHugh F. Miller, meiropolitan
missony, Ohio

Wrs Robeel W, Crockett,"home aadl
church  Argentina

Jamws V. Lockridge, preaching. Philip.

2 Friday Hebeews 12:6-15

Anme Pesr) {Mrs

pines works in the Baptist Neighbarhouwd
S—

Thumas! Burd

A missionary associate s an exception to a rule.

M Ssiurday  Revelotios Z2:1-7
Don Crane. appointed 10 do general
evangehsin in Malaysia réguests prayer

tion workers in English-language churches, teachers,
doctars, and aurses. Thare are spacilic assignments
which are requested by tha Missian (an arganization ol
Southern Baptist missi ies). Some current neads
for missi ¥ iates include pastors of English-
language churches, MK dorm parents, agricuMurists,
theolagy teachers, radio-TV workers, and from the
medical held — dentists, nwsas and physicians.

WHAY KIND OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT |S PROVIDED FOR
THE MISSIDONARY ASSOCIATES?

Salary. chitd allowaace, casl-af-living allowanc
cosi-ol-living supplement, hausing, transportatian —
Just as {he career missionary receives.

DOES A MISSIONARY ASSOCIATE HAVE TO LEARWN A

FOREIGN LANGUAGE?
The missi ¥ tate is yed in an

Ordinarily missiaaaries must meat an age requr
{belween twenty-tour and thisty-nine). But a missionary

, who (s appointed far a four-ysar term, may
fangein age fram thirty-fiva to fitty-moe. It a missianary
associale cauple has children at home, they must be
3ble ta keep them averseas during the eatire first
four-year term.

WHAT DO MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES DO?

_ Most missianary associates have specialized tram-
ng. They are chosan far a particular jab o the basis of
theit education and experience. Some missionary
associates are dorm parents for MKs, business man-
gers in Mission offices, pastors and religious educa-

ROYAL SERVICF & APRIL 1977

English-i: g tit. 1 there is a need for use
olthe lacal tanguage in everyday ife, alimilad periad of
study may be provided.

HOW LONG IS THE TERM OF SERVICE?

It 2 person is recommended by ha Mission in which
he has sesved and appraved by the Fareign Missibn
Board, he may he employed far a secand four-year
term.

WHERE MAY | GET ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ?

Write 10: Depariment al Missionary Persgunal. Box

£597. Richmond, V& 23230.

Vickie {Mrs. Robhert $.) Barnes
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for pauence In waiting for a visa end an
apen door into thal ¢ouniry. He has

p two years of | sludy in
Taiwan and is working in Tapel while he
awaits enlry jnle Malaysia.

Themas R. Belnte, Christian social
minisines director. Califomia

Mrs. Jvory James, retired, Missisyippr

Mrs. Sliviano Lara, retired. Teras

Mrs. Kenneth W. Nelbel. church exicn-
s10n, Indians

Mrs. Mamuel Salinas, Spamsh. Kansay

Bruce W, Schoonmaker. Chrystian social
miaistnes cunsultans, New York

Mrs, €. Truett Smdth, church exicnsion.
New York

Mrs, Jsck R. Smith. rucul-urban mis-
sions. Pennsylvania

Thomas §. Adkins. business adminisira-
non, Gaza -

Domald A, Crane, pecachmpg, Mualaysia

Mrs. Carol A, Vesich. Sr.. home und

church, Hahumas

FOR

Order from your

Baptist Book Store

[Contlnued from p. 26.]

Share your word and your
choughts with the group snd en-
courage them to ahere thelrs.

Your group might prefer to agree
together on one word and to try
aroup word locusing. See pages
11B-119 of Chatlie Shedd's book.

Ask: Could your prayer life be
Impraved? Might word focusing
help? The group may want to try
word focusing for one manth. Re-
member rhat ¢uccessiul prayer re-
quires gelf-discipline.

Compere results a1 yous next
meeting,

CALENDAR OF PRAYER

Praylng lov misslonacies by
name is like word focusing Focus
on thase whose birthdays are
taday {sce pp. 42-48)

Name A _ —
Address___ =
City State. ___2IP_____
| enclose. _— — S
I ', Charge Book Store Credit Card #
BankAmericard g _Exp Dale
Master Charge#_ _ Exp. Date.

4-digit bank #

(number in lower left corner of card
MUST be supplied)

Order Form 1or WMU Malerials

[Continued from p. 30 )
PLAN 3

Before the meeting do this:

Ak each member to read fiy
content materlsl.

(n the meeting do this:

1. Make a comparison chan o
the basic bellefs of Jehovah's Wy.
nesses and Boptists. Use a lorge
plece of poster board or newsprim.

2. Ask ench member 10 write hey
own personal teatimony aa she
might gtve it to a Jehavah's Wg.
ness who comes to her door

Agk members to make defiake
plans bor better pevsonal and frowp
Bible study. Some ol the members
may be Interested In meeting o
qether {an additinnsl time) onces
month ia étudy the Bible. Conalde
using the cucrent Bible study mate-
tlals In AQYAL SERVICE,

(If Master Charge)

48

‘ri‘n T T T T T T | g
e || o ‘ | | |3
| 1| | | | I | " | R

| 8 o[ W 0 [m[wﬂ @l vl ol w o S 3 g8
! g\‘ 1 3 8 8l 8 ‘0.(3 o_[ 3| 3| 8 B 8 8 o = Igp
| - ° | Tl @ o« al e ‘J T e 0%
3 " — 2 2 K3
|B§| . | | | \ | oWl g
T3 | | | | 5
| ( | I I ‘ | ‘ | I | ‘ | |t £
—t - 1 ! 5,

! 1 R . 8 g 2}
| | o EEE ‘ | 1% § 5
@ c| @f af S c H [

& s 5 £33 3 | I8 2§ 2 %

| | o) E| £/ & a| & i 83 i e = 8 g€
| | g‘c 31 3| 3| § i 223 | | @ H °

gs B! | 12505686888  3E3 | 18 g 5 58
lEceld luzgwg;g‘ G 3ef ‘ v ®3§F ¢3

T 8E[R 18 883§ & | 532 ‘ § 8352 s,
2858 23 83 3 & § E 23 T.888 %

£ §S| £ 2| @ < 2 & <& ks a‘E &‘ ‘ ‘03”30 52
|SEcl5E & 2 ¢ 5| 5| 5| 5 5 8 2 4 id =2 s

22 8 ¢ 8 8 3 8 2 S8z88 °F

§ T o = I‘ Z| ‘S 3 5 68

51e’s Depending
On You!

" Be-erdy Swtton
ha?s right. Yows ge dovghwer depended on you 1o feadh her

E fo tie hev shoes, moke her bed, and belie a coke. And she's
pending oa you to help her develop a sense of mimios ond

conoem in her ife. Becouse this moy be the most |
fhiag youwr child ever lvoms, you have e usique respoasiility .
sccept your role a8 o member of the teaching team. You cannof
.expect hee Acteens leoder or Sunday School teacher to todke the

oloas.

’:mm-wm school schedules, quest for Independence, and |
puet presiure which are a part of belag a feenages, it is often dWficelt
%0 detide Just what you con do 10 help, Here ase some ideas.

+ Sulpscribe f0 Ascont® if your dowghter does aot slready receive k.
You will enjoy readiag the mogaxine yoursell. Encowroge her fo read
Axcont by mentioaing orticles which will oppeodl io her o ment hay
« Wien missioncries are I your commenity invile ihem 10 Your heme $es |
fomity meal. Doat forget that college wmmer missionadies have

to share, 100.
« e the prayer colendar in Accent or AOYAL SIRVIKE (pp. 42-48) @ you
before u meal sach day.
-hw'MMMWMMHM
you have leaaved from ROYAL SIRVICE, your state Baptier papee,
Werature.
-mmlyﬂmmnw“ﬂm-dﬂm
minions prajechs (o Meet these aveds. lamily Missions Guide® will be
ly heiptvl in plonning these projecss.

+ Eacowrope dovghter 10 begin planalag cow 1o atvend NAC ML, &
n.ﬂwbrmnboholdhmﬂmmm
*79.

1 5
. plans 10 lead your family la
Cooperate with yow Acteens dovphéer's - oy

ity Sutsna b Acteess consvitont, Woman's Mistonary 'l"'}//’//
mhmmmmm"m""m“/b

gy 48 crats. Mewme enclose
e B g ot e 5, w44 11 00t g

_mm-mﬂmm ,/
.*"-“ ~id saloy dau. /
* webnr foren, puge M4,
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Where can you find

.. twenty-six ways to present
the prayer calendar?

... hints on how to evaluate a
prayer groups experience?

. helps for personal study on
missions praying?

. step-by-step guides for
planning a prayer retreat?

my

. ideas for families and for
individuals who want to pray
for missions?

- a detailed description of a
prayer group leaders re-
sponsibilities?

a prayer idea called "Gods
algebra 2

an annotated list of re-

sources on missions praying
— leaflets, booklets, books?

All of this. and more. is In Mis-
sions Prayer Guide, a useful
handbook for anyor: who
leads prayer experien es. (I
you are preparing for a prayet
retreat next month — a: will be
suggested in May i JYAL
SERVICE — be sure yoi @avea
copy.) Available throuc Bap:
tist Book Stores, $2.00




