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OR WOMEN 
IN HOME 

MISSIONS

•ct with courage regardlog God’s call to wome

perform •• Chrlatiaoa aad a* loader*?

M. Weadell Belew, director. 
Division of Mission Ministries, 
Home Mission Board

God seems to be speaking to all of us 
in behalf of the women he has called 
for special purposes — leadership 
purposes — in his mission for 
America and the world.

Why do I think this?
Because new Christian ministries 

especially suited for women are 
coming to our attention. Because 
hundreds of women in our 
seminaries have been sent there by 
their churches to prepare for other 
than the traditional roles of service 
for women. Because a new spiritual 
restlessness throughout the land 
demands an accounting from all of 
us, men and women, as to the 
attitude we hold toward women in 
Christian service and their rights of 
leadership.

For many reasons, women have 
often been assigned secondary roles 
of service in the church, the 
association, and even by mission 
agencies. Or, they have been limited 
to a few categories of service which 
were traditionally acceptable. 
Women who serve in isolated 
mission stations usually find no 
limits on the services they can 
perform. They can teach, lead 
music, build fires in remote village 
churches, minister to the sick, 
evangelize, exhort, proclaim, and 
die for the lost. But the closer they 
•re to areas where our churches are 
strong, the more limited are the 
opportunities of service for women.

Why?

Some look only at the Bible 
passages calling attention to the 
leadership role of the man in certain 
relationships. They foil to note the 
equality of all persons in the sight of 
God, the commissioning given to all 
persons to witness, and the 
responsibility of all persons in the 
return of talents in stewardship to 
him.

It is often easier for us to 
remember Paul’s admonition to the 
women in the disordered church at 
Corinth to “keep silent” than to 
remember his sending Phoebe, the 
deaconess from the church at 
Cenchreae, to bear his letter to the 
house-church in Rome. Paul 
admonished the people there to 
“assist her in whatsoever business 
she hath need of you” (Rom. 16:2).

There is another reason: some 
men are at times threatened by 
women in leadership positions.

We have refused to reevaluate the 
roles in which we have traditionally 
permitted women to function. We 
need to ask ourselves: are there not 
now new areas in which women can 
perform as Christians and as 
leaders?

Staff members of the Division of 
Missions Ministries at the Home 
Mission Board recently listed areas 
in which women could provide 
leadership in the newer home 
missions territories. Some of these 

are:
• Lead Bible study fellowships

Conduct backyard Bible 
clubs

• Serve as church extension 
specialists, helping locate new 
places for missions outreach 
and conducting services there

• Lead in mission action 
directed toward specific groups

• Minister to the 
disadvantaged

• Prepare materials for use by 
groups that need specialized 
curriculum, ethnic groups, for 
example

• Provide nursing-home 
services

• Conduct language and 
literacy training

• Conduct child-care 
programs

• Serve as student summer 
missionaries

• Lead in WMU work
• Find employment in the

area of need and lead new and 
small congregations

• Direct music and education 
programs

• Serve actively in direct 
evangelism

• Direct missions education 
programs for churches

• Plan prayer support activities, 
such as prayer retreats, for 
churches

• Provide diverse ministries
to communicate the gospel in 
unreached areas



These services — and many more 
—can be performed in older areas of 
our Convention as well. Many of 
them are now being performed, 
especially by home missionaries.

VALADEAN GARDNER directs a 
Baptist Center, primarily serving 
black people, in the North Tulsa, 
^Oklahoma area. It is h joint project 
'conducted by National and Southern 

Baptists.
Valadean Gardner grew up in a 

pastor's home. Her mother directed 
the WMU in National Baptist 
Church, Mt. Calvary, Oklahoma. 
Two of her brothers are pastors. Her 
husband works with the post office' 
in Tulsa. They have three children. 
She was a schoolteacher and a day 
nursery worker. She worked in her 
church as leader and teacher in 
Sunday School, Training Union, and 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

Could God want more? He did.
Valadean was called to be a 

missionary and to serve as director 
of the new Baptist center, just 
around the corner from her home.

*Tve been more satisfied and 
found more happiness as a 
missionary than in any other 
profession,” Valadean says. “God 
has carried me from one step to 
another until he has placed me in a 
work that fulfills his purpose.”

The fact that she is a woman has 
been no handicap; but “the 
assistance provided by the associate 
director of the center, a man, is 
invaluable,” Valadean says.

JUANA LUZ GARCIA grew up in 
Cuba, studied at Havana Baptist 
Seminary and University of Havana, 
and received her master’s degree in 
religious education from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological

Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. She 
received her PhD from University of 
Havana before coming to the United 
States.

God had early called her to be a 
missionary, in her native Cuba, she 
thought, perhaps in women’s work. 
But that was before the revolution in 
Cuba, the imprisonment of many 
Christian leaders, and her ultimate 
release to the United States.

It seems that God’s purpose for 
Dr. Garcia’s life was never quite 
what she had in mind; but when she 
found out what God wanted of her, 
she did that — if at times a bit

- reluctantly.
Dr. Garcia now works as a 

language missionary of the Home 
Mission Board in the northeast 
United States. She has the special 
responsibility of helping with WMU 
work in Spanish-speaking 
congregations. She likes that work. 
Last year she took women of many 
South American nations to WMU 
Conference at Ridgecrest.

But God provided a new 
opportunity for her. She was 
working to help a new Spanish 
church get started. Finally a pastor 
was called, but before he got there 
Juana was leading the whole 
program of the new fellowship. She 
led the service for the induction of 
the new pastor. And in this role she 
was “reluctant.”

But, perhaps, as God had led her 
to every field of service, he must 
have had a hand in leading her to 
this one. Some have suggested to 
her that she become an ordained 
pastor; but she says, “As a servant 
of the old heritage I still believe in 
what Paul says about women.” 

Yet there was a place and a time 

where God had put her to serve ina 
role different from that which she 
expected. God asked her to do it 
(and he too knew what Paul said!)

GLADYS FARMER directs the 
Christian social ministries program 
for the Montgomery (Ala.) Baptist 
Association. She works out of a 
center which is halfway between the 
Governor’s mansion and the state 
Capitol.

The center is especially geared to 
minister to low-income people of 
many nationalities: French, 
German, Indian, Pakistani, Greek, 
Polish, Jewish, Lebanese, Cuban, 
Oriental, Hawaiian; and to both 
blacks and whites. The center’s work 
also reaches a number of the city’s 
older people who continue to live 
downtown; they come for Bible 
study and fellowship. Then there are 
the 388 transients who came last 
year for food, shoes, clothing, and a 
witness of Jesus’ love and 
redeeming grace.

Gladys says, “In this ministry in 
Montgomery — where the civil 
rights movement came to a boiling 
point years ago — the loving, 
forgiving grace of God is at work."

Of course, she cannot do all this 
work by herself. Besides a staff of 
employed workers, she administers 
and enlists 350 volunteers and 300 
others in work groups from churches 
in the association. Seven student 
summer missionaries helped last 
year.

This program has enrolled an 
average of 2,107 persons yearly, 
with a total attendance of 154,065 
and 617 professions of faith over the 
past five years.

Not only does Gladys direct the 
center’s work, but she assists 

churches in the association to do 
Christian social ministries. A 
number of churches conduct special 
ministries with the elderly. They 
carry meals to the ill and maintain 
clothing and food closets to meet 
special needs.

“Are there special problems you 
face, as a woman, in administering 
this vast area of work?” Gladys 
Farmer was asked.

Her brief answer was: “I find no 
problem in directing this work and 
being personally involved in 
reaching people for Jesus.”

Consider the gifts God has given 
this woman, whom first he called as 
a foreign missionary and then for 
the last 20 years to serve in 
inner-city work in America.

PEARL WYATT and her husband, 
Meredith, direct the unique Chapel 
on Wheels ministry in Bakersfield, 
California. “When I was just a little 
girl,” Pear) writes, “an older sister 
taught me a poem”:

I cannot be a Washington, 
However hard I try;

But into something I must grow. 
As fast as the days go by.

The world needs women, godd 
and true;
I’m glad I can be one, 

For that’s even better than 
To be a Washington.

Pearl Wyatt feels that as a woman 
she has a special place in God’s 
plan.

Not long after her conversion at 
age 11 she felt a deep desire to be a 
missionary. This desire came 
through reading about missionaries 
as a GA.

Later, after graduation from 
Howard Payne University (BA) and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological

Seminary (MRE) she begged God to 
show her the missions field. He said 
to her, “You want to be a missionary 
more than I want you to be. It is your 
desire and not necessarily my will. 
Marry this preacher and be willing 
to go wherever I call him.”

She did. “From that day on 1 have 
prayed with my preacher husband 
when other calls came,” she says. 
“When Meredith decided, that was 
my calling too, and I have never 
questioned or rebelled at any move 
we have made.”

She has spent 33 years as a 
pastor’s wife. Then the call came — 
out of their background of ministry 
and love for youth — to resign their 
church and begin the special project 
of the Chapel on Wheels, right 
where they were.

The Wyatts work as team 
teachert-from the bus which takes 
them to the inner city, high-income 
additions, the mountains, desert, 
oil-field villages, resort areas, huge 
farm housing areas, mobile-home 
parks, and the county fair. They 
operate a library service, recreation 
program, Bible study, and a literacy 
program.

Pearl says, “I feel that in the 
Chapel on Wheels ministry I, as a 
woman, have a special place to fill. 
In this ministry a woman can find 
fulfillment of her dreams to be a 
missionary at home.”

These are but a few women who 
today blaze new paths for others to 
follow. Other women and men must 
know what is being done and what 
can be done.

Perhaps we in missions agencies 
need better to communicate the 
opportunities for women in 
missions. We must create a climate

wherein we can overcome 
prejudices and discover new areas of 
service. We need to establish better 
communication with women who 
are in the seminaries and others * 
whom God 4s calling to let them 
know we believe in the validity of 
their gifts and their calling.

As a missions administrator, I » 
would like to have a part in this, 
God’s bold plan. *

ROYAL SERVICE • SEPTEMBER 1977
3



Vol.LXXH September 1977

36

39 

42

THE BAPTIST WOMEN CALENDAR ' 
Foreeeeter ‘

Aline Fueller

the PhlHpplaee 
Carolyn Keyees Lytle 

Carnal Mieoloa* Oroapt Stedeet* 
la the PhlHppiaea 

Mary Footer 
Prayer Groap: Hoopttal at Mail 

Louise Berge Winningham

Oat
L. D. Johnson 

■oaad Table Groap: A ThtaUas 
Woms'a Faith

Pansy Webb 
77«74 Baptist Woaiea Calendar 
Mlsaioa Actioa Groap: How to 

Help Drag Abasers 
Call to Prayer 

Pear! Stelnkuehler

FEATURES 
“WbeeU" that Mlad the Fatere 

Barbara Joiner 
The Pieter* I Older Taha 

Catherine Allen 
God'a Bold Plea for Woe,, 

la Home Mleeloee 
M. Wendell Belew 

Pereoeel Priam* 
Stuart Calvert 

A Crosa-Stltch Project 
Vickie Barnes 

Voleeteer: Special Section 
Dan Martin, Everett Hullum, 
Alice Parten, Linda Phillips

Rebora Free IS 
Ruth Miller

,r" ' b» Peueission of

c3

Editorial Staff 
LaureDa Owens, Editor 
Lawrence E. Webb, Director, 
Editorial Depertaeet 
Leathea Marie Jones, 
Editorial Aeoietaat 
Martha Blbee, Graphic Artlat

Bible v«rM> ( _ - 
The American Bible Society. Copyright 1976.

L2E?.VICE monthly by Woman’, MU.lon.ry
TwXh“s ^ n,™1 B*pW“ Convention, 600 North 
iwntMh SUM. Birmingham. Alabama J5203. Price: 
in"so 4LCtnt'' For "Amixme" oouid, th, US. add 
.’.“bb •-b^P.lon.

- ■ub*eJ**r» «dd necessary sales tax. Allow six
SK’”d-'='“ P-M «

Coudtii! Staff 
Jancll Evans, Director, 
ArtDapartowat 
Evelyn Blount, Director,

Bobble Sorrill, Director, 
Edacattoa Dhrleiee
Carolyn Weatherford,

Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory, 
PrecMeet

Stuart Calvert
A beautiful paradox: The saaee Light enters each 
prism, but it emerges through each of us in an array 
of different abilities. *'

God spoke: “Let there be light.” And light appeared! 
The beams traveled far and fast to make a habitable 
earth. All life depends on light. But a beautiful extra 
rode on the rays: color. We enjoy a lovely world.

The changing patterns of sunlight determine the 
seasons. With a gentle touch our Creator turns the 
kaleidoscope of seasons. The* oaks and sycamores 
reflect the gradual, continual change in color: from 
amber to clear crystal, puffs of emerald to rich jade 
green. Today the foliage flames again, a reminder that 
a year has passed since I asked you to pray: “Lord, 
make my life like a prism — receptive to your light. I 
yearn for your light to bend in me and to emerge the 
explicit hue to illumine each life I meet.”

Today as 1 share our last Personal Prism, 1 feel 
taudades. The Portuguese word for nostalgia means 
more than a wistful yearning for something in the 
past. Saudadet involves:

thinking of the past;
gratitude for the present;

anticipation of the future;
enjoyment of the three put together.
The ideas conveyed in aaudades describe the past 

year for me. We have remembered the past, and for| 
Christian women light is a part of our past.

A steady line of light penetrates the Old Testament. 
The writers did not understand about invisible atoms, 
enormous stars, or the speed of light. But they 
understood the difference between dark and light. We 
identify with the psalmist: “You have turned on my 
light! The Lord has made my darkness turn to light” 
(Psalm 18:28 TLB). Isaiah voiced a promise: “Then 
your light will shine out from the darkness, and the 
darkness around you shall be as bright as day” (Isaiah 
58:10 TLB). In the immensity of space, the Creator 
God spoke “Light,” giving us physical life.

Then, over the tiny town of Bethlehem, the loving 
Father created a dazzling star guiding us to the Light 
of the world who gives spiritual life.

This is our common heritage. Each of us must come 
to the source of light. A beautiful paradox is that, 
while the same light enters each prism, it makes each 
of us unique and emerges in us through an array of 
abilities different from everyone else’s. In every
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community, some women light homes; others light 
classrooms, nursing homes, professional offices, 
hospitals, or businesses.

Prayer ^bending Time: Pray that the Christian 
women in your neighborhood will honor the Lord with 
a glowing prism. «

The day was hot; the hour was late. We stood in a 
long line at a hamburger stand in the DC area. Adam 
remarked: “Mama, look at the lady over there." She 
was a trim, attractive woman. Her sweet expression 
contrasted with the scowls and frowns of the hot, 
hungry tourists. She emanated a glow. Adam asked: 
“Do you think she is a DC Baptist woman?" 
" y Why?”
' “If she is, we prayed for her today." Adam was 
referring to a family prayer experience. During the 
year we chose a state a week. We bent through our 
prisms prayers for the women in the state. This 
particular week we chose our vacation spot. Adam’s 
faith believed that oOr prayers caused an unknown 

ivoman to glow.
Prayer-bending Time: Ask for forgiveness for mov- 

ng too far away from a childlike faith. Today I believe 
that my prayers for women in (choose a state) will 
cause them to glow with God’s love.

We have remembered various experiences through 
which God’s light shone. A year ago I asked the Lord 
to give me 12 precisely outlined Personal Prism 
topics. His no said that the ideas would come one at a 
time as needed. A flashback to a previous ROYAL 
SERVICE assignment supported the promise. I needed 
three books to review for Round Table groups. I chose 
two, but the remaining lacked feminine appeal. I 
frantically fumed, “None of these will do!" Two weeks 
passed. A box from a publishing house arrived. Before 
I opened it, 1 knew the content: the very best book of the 
three. The memory reassured me that the Lord would 
also provide for Personal Prisms.

You may have memories of God’s light shining 
brightly during hours of crisis. “People are like 
stained-glass windows that glow and sparkle when it 
is sunny and bright; but when the sun goes down their 
true beauty is revealed only if there is light from 
within."

By remembering the past, we recognize that God 
used people, places, and circumstances to influence 
our thoughts and shape our attitudes. We lived 
through the events unaware of all that our senses were 
sorting out and storing up in memories.

Remembering God’s guiding light encourages us to 
anticipate a future unfolding within his purposes. We 
look forward to allowing God’s light to bend in us to 
illumine different people in distant places and in 
diverse circumstances. One day the light that il­
lumines our past, present, and future will lead us 
through heaven’s gates and into a city that “has no 
need of sun or moon to light it, for the glory of God and 
of the Lamb illuminate it" (Rev. 21:23 TLB).
6

Women remember the past and dream of the future 
in a segment of time that we call today. But light 
permeates today: “You are the light of the world" 
(Matt 5:14 RSV). “Now are ye light In the Lord: waft 
as children of light" (Eph. 5:8).

Trying to relive the past will dim the present light 
We cannot go back. Planning only for a glorious future 
diminishes the significance of the present. We nah 
through calendars crammed with obligations. We 
hurry through today's treasures to reach tomorrow*! 
illusive promises.

“Lord, give me 12 outlined topics.” His no said that 
ideas would come through a daily discipline of yielded 
senses. Friendly chats and fragrances, sentimental 
songs and sunsets triggered memories. Daily the Lord 
used someone or something to illumine forgotten past 
experiences and relevant present ones to illustrate the 
prism beams.

A sobering thought: We only possess the present 
moment to illumine another life. Today is exciting.

As a child I had two goals — to press my own 
clothes and to push the lawnmower. My grandmother 
often shared with me the secret to success: “When 
you eat a few more biscuits, you'll be tall enough to 
reach the ironing board." Or, “When you eat a few 
more biscuits, you'll be strong enough to push the 
mower." One day I would be tall enough, strong 
enough to accomplish.

Unconsciously I applied Grandmother's formula for 
physical growth to my spiritual development. One 
day, 1 assumed, after years of Bible study and prayer, a 
magic day would dawn. I would become a significant 
being and make an impact on society. The days 
extended to years and my devotional routine re­
mained intact — but no impact. A quotation by 
Abraham Heschel, the Jewish theologian, influenced 
my feelings. He said, “It takes three things to attain a 
sense of significant being: God, a Soul, and a moment. 
And the three are always here."

Enjoyment of the past, the present, and the future 
adds serendipity — a discovery of things not sought — 
to our spiritual development. Life’s serendlpities do 
not depend on honors and accolades and loud 
applause. Serendlpities come through the gentle 
nudging of the Holy Spirit; through a touch or a 
"thank you”; through silences shared with someone; 
through the still small voice; through mundane 
moments yielded to the Lord; through an awareness 
that the Lord will use my one willing talent to light the 
world.

"Lord, make my life like a prism — receptive to your 
light.” . . .

“But this precious treasure — this light and power 
that now shine within us — is held in a perishable 
container, that is, in our weak bodies. Everyone can 
see that the glorious power within must be from God 
and is not our own" (2 Cor. 4:7 TLB).

Amen.
ROYAL SERVICE • SEPTEMBER

Vickie Barnes
The spirit of the WMU watchword for 
1977-78 has been caught on the Sep­
tember cover by Marty Bibee, ROYAL 
SERVICE artist. If you would like to trans­
late this cover into needlecraft, you will 
notice Marty has produced it with a 
graph in the background. This graph 
can be used for needlepoint or to latch 
hook a rug. However, doing the design 
in counted cross stitch (which elimi­
nates the necessity of filling in the 
background) works up faster and is less 
expensive than needlepoint.

Counted cross stitch is embroidery 
done on an even-weave fabric, usually 
using regular embroidery floss. To exe­
cute this design in counted cross stitch 
you will need a screw-type (preferably) 
embroidery hoop (4, 5, or 6 inches In 
diameter); a blunt tapestry needle (size 
26, 25, or 24); sharp scissors; and an 
even-weave fabric such as Hardanger or 
Alda. These special fabrics are sold 
either by the yard or by cut pieces. You 
may find these fabrics in white, off- 
white, or ecru.

To help you decide on fabric, the 
dimensions of the design on the cover 
would be approximately 4% by 8H in 
Hardanger (22 squares to the inch); 7 by 
8H in Aida (14, as pictured on the 
cover); or 9 by 11 in Aida (11).

When you have chosen your fabric, 
baste the edges to keep them from 
raveling. Keep the selvages to the sides 
as you work.

You will need six colors of six-strand 
embroidery floss to reproduce the de­
sign as pictured on the cover. Cut the 
thread In lengths of 18 to 20 inches. Use 
one strand (Hardanger), two strands 
(Alda 14), or three strands (Aida 11). 
Never knot your thread. Find the center 
of the design by folding the fabric. You 
may mark this by taking a basting stitch 
through it.

Place the fabric in a hoop. If you use a 
hoop with a screw, the screw should be 
at ten o’clock for a right-handed person 
and at two o’clock for a southpaw. Place 
the fabric in the hoop and gently pull it 
taut. Stretch the fabric every now and 
then as you work. Two small don'ts: 
when putting your work away, never 
leave it In the hoop and never leave your 
needle in the fabric.

Take two or three tiny stitches to 
secure the thread, then start your first 
cross in the center stitch in the design. 
The stitch you will use is called a stab 
stitch. This is done with two motions — 
up, then down, remembering to keep the 
fabric taut. (This is opposed to a sewing 
stitch which is worked down and up in 
one motion. This could cause the fabric 
either to be pulled too tightly, making 
the holes bigger, or left too loose.) The

stitch is similar to needlepoint in that *1
you use the comers of the squares (the j . 
holes) more than one time. • i J

Keep in mind that each colored . J 
square on the graph represents a cross ’ 1 I 
stitch on the fabric. A cross stitch con- ! '
sists of a (bottom) stitch / (slanting to | ,
the right) and a top thread \ (slanting to [ . 1
the left). These are combined to make | • ( i
the X. All of the top stitches of the X’s | I
must run in the same direction. You may 
want to make all of the bottom /’s first, I 
then come back and cross these stitches j
to complete the X’s. It is desirable to 
start stitching at the top of a piece 1 
working down. This lets the needle go 1
from an empty space to a used space I
which is easier than bringing the needle > i1 ■ 
up to a used space. Reihember: The I 
holes may be used more than one time. I 
Use an in-and-out motion. Keep the I ! j 
fabric taut. Be careful not to pull the 'i ’ 
thread too tightly. I

If your thread should twist (and it 
will), allow the needle to hang free and . 
unwind itself. One more small don’t: . ■ ,
Don’t run your thread over a great 
distance from one point to another. This 
is sometimes visible on the right side of 
the material as a dark shadow. Finish 
off your thread by running the needle > 
under four or five stitches. Never knot i 
your thread! i

It is possible to enlarge the design by • ' 
letting each square equal two or more ; 
stitches both horizontally and vertical- • 
ly. Enlargement can also be done by ; 1
working over additional threads of the I • 
fabric (e.g. four squares each way in- I ! 
stead of two). Experiment on scrap 
fabric to get the effect you want.

When you finish, sign your work. Use 
your initials and the date.

If your fabric is not spanking clean^^^^^ 
when you finish, wash it in lukewarm 
water and soap (not detergent) or a 
cold-water wool-washing product. Do 
not wring. Place the work on a towel, 
smooth out gently, then roll it up in the SMB 
towel. Squeeze to help remove mols- . ■Bp 
ture. Do not leave the wet design in the ' "Bi 
towel. You may dry the piece by ironing 
it. embroidery-side down on a padded i BB 
ironing board. j IB

If the piece does not need to be B
washed, place it embroidery-side dowri v
on a towel and iron using a damp press , P
cloth or spray-on finish. If wrinkles 
persist, use more moisture. I

You may want to take your work to a i 
professional to have it framed. There are | ,
several excellent books on framing 
needlework, however.

This project would be an excellent 
way to publicize a Baptist Women meet* 
ing this year.
Mr* Barna* i* *«parvtaor o< adltortol a*»totar*» MCtlorJ!
Editorial Dapart—«. Woman. Unto..
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Volunteer Involvement in Mlssic
FA program designed to hameu the vut One of the distinctive. of Southern <_______ _ _____________

r power of Southern Baptists is going into 
operation.

The Power? God’s people, of all sizes, 
shapes, ages, colors. With many and 
varied talents, interests, concerns, and 
occupations.

The Need? The world. Peoples of every 
nation, tribe, language, and creed.

The Method? A correlated, coopera­
tive method of enlisting volunteers and 
then matching them with jobs which 
need to be done.

The project — expected to be on­
stream by January 1978 — is called 
Volunteer Involvement in Missions.

While its planners didn’t intend to use 
a "governmental-ese" anagram, the 
initials VIM signify what the volunteers 
will bring to the vast missions enterprise 
that is ours as Southern Baptists: vim 
and vigor.

Volunteer Involvement in Missions is 
being coordinated by Roy Edgemon, 
director of volunteer projects correla­
tion for the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board.

But it draws together the forces of the 
Home Mission Board, Foreign Mission 
Board, Woman’s Missionary Union, and 
Brotherhood Commission. Together the 
four agencies will recruit and channel 
volunteers to states, associations, local 
churches, and overseas missions.

“This started out as a Bold Mission 
desire to use volunteers in a more effec­
tive and creative way,” Edgemon said. 
“But we realized that if we correlated 
our effort, we could do so much more.”

One of the distinctives of Southern 
Baptists to the ability to work together 
while retaining our individuality, and 
Volunteer Involvement in Missions is an 
example of cooperative effort toward a 
mutual aim.

“When we realized how much more 
we could do together we started working 
to pull together the four agencies — 
which would draw volunteers from one* 
resource bank,” Edgemon said.

“We also knew when we put our col­
lective talents together, we could in­
volve more people, and give them more 
places to go and more opportunities to 
serve,” he added.

The center of the Volunteer Involve­
ment in Missions will be an automated 
data system — a computer, if you will. 
Names, ages, interests, concerns, skills, 
and availability will go into the central 
data system.

Then, when needs occur, those quali­
fied can be selected to meet the need.

Many missions opportunities will be 
included. They will offer God’s people — 
men and women — an opportunity to 
serve in construction, teaching, agricul­
ture, medicine, music, recreation, social 
work, evangelistic projects, renewal, 
disaster relief, hygiene, homemaking, 
and other missions and evangelism 
activities.

The Jobs may be glamorous — like 
leading a lay renewal training program 
in Africa, or preaching in Central 
America, or building a church in Maine. 
The Jobs also may be unglamorous_
like shoveling mud out of basements 
following natural disaster, or stringing 

wire fence, or doing paperwork.
But all of the Jobs will be done for the 

glory of God, Edgemon says.
Edgemon, who spoke of the vast vol­

unteer project as a "cooperative plan for 
people," said when the system is opera­
tional, "we will be able to have on hand 
the names and abilities of so many 
people that when an opportunity occur* 
we will be able to react immediately.”

Noting that many times opportunity 
doesn’t linger, Edgemon said the system 
will allow Southern Baptists to respond 
quickly to provide volunteers with the 
skills and gifts and concerns necessary 
to react to those needs.

“We want to be ready when the oppor­
tunity is present — ready to respond to 
what doors the Holy Spirit of God Is 
opening," he added.

The system — which will be available 
to each of the four agencies — Is an 
effort to "Identify the needs and to 
identify the resources and to get them 
together," Edgemon said.

Those who have worked together to 
plan the system — including representa­
tives from the Home and Foreign Mis­
sion Boards, WMU, and Brotherhood — 
are thinking big, too.

"We are thinking in large numbers," 
Edgemon said, revealing that it is hoped 
the system will include 100,000 names.

Those who wish to be a part of Volun­
teer Involvement in Missions are asked 
to write to Volunteer Involvement In 
Missions, 1350 Spring Street, NW, At­
lanta, GA 30309.

A detailed form — listing interests, 
skills, concerns, and availability — will

Dan Martin
be returned. When the volunteer com­
pletes the form, planners ask that it be 
mailed back to the above address.

“We also are asking that those who 
participate send in $2 with their applica­
tion," Edgemon said, noting that a 
committee of lay persons suggested the 
contribution in order to make the pro­
gram as self-supporting as possible.

The system will depend both on those 
who volunteer and on those in need. 
Plans are being made now to insure a 
flow of both those who want to serve and 
those who want help.

Like so many things in the Christian 
life, the individual is the key to this 
system. The individual who wants to use 
the gifts God has given, plus time and 
money to travel for ministry and witness. 
Is important. Also important Is the indi­
vidual in a leadership position who must 
identify the need and request the aid.

Churches also play an important part, 
Edgemon said, noting that the local 
institutions can both be helper and 
helped. ♦

“We hope to show churches that 
when they send out volunteers, they are 
making a gift from that body to the 
missions effort, that this is really a 
cooperative plan of people just like the 
Cooperative Program is a plan of finan­
cial support.

“Churches have a training opportu­
nity in this project,” he added. "They 
can initiate training for people of all age 
groups and interest categories, helping 
them give of their lives for the missions 
effort.”

Edgemon added that Volunteer In­

volvement in Missions is merely a 
method of using volunteers more effec­
tively and creatively.

"It is God’s people working together, 
in cooperative witness and ministry, 
spreading his kingdom around the 
world.

"Volunteer Involvement In Missions is 
important, because each individual is 
important.

Hera are jeet a few of the ooeda for

foreifo ailaaiooa Raids.

Short-Term Home Mtoaloaa Needs
"Take a moment and consider 

whether the Lord might be leading you 
to respond to one of these needs,” says 
Mike Robertson, Christian Service 
Corps coordinator at the Home Mission 
Board. "This should be an exciting year 
for volunteers in mission service. 
Perhaps now is the time for you to 
become involved.”

Short-term projects relate either to a 
pastor, a director of assodational mis­
sions, or a missionary. In some cases 
housing and/or meals are provided,

iO ENTERS
:FERS
i? ANY

"Cooperatively, we can do much 
more than any of us — Individual, 
church, agency, or institution — can do 
alone. Together we can do so much , 
more.”

Dan Martin Is news services editor In th^ 
Department of Editorial Services at the 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, Georgia.

depending on the ability of the people on 
the field to provide. Travel assistance 
may be available for special situations 
involving extreme distances.

Buffalo, New York: Visitation and 
survey in an inner city.

Monrovia, Indiana: Construction at a 
camp — insulators, electricians, plumb­
ers, painters.

Midland, Michigan: Crew of three to 
five men to help church finish building. 
Skill in carpentry, plumbing, electrical 
work would be helpful.

Sidney, Ohio: Start a weekday minis­
try in an inner-city area. < '

Steel Valley, Ohio: Interim pastors 
and persons willing to work as core 
personnel in starting new work.

El Portal, California: Construct apd
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repair church building. Sunday School 
training.

Northern Nevada: Couple or two men 
at a time. To visit every rancher in 
40,000-iquare-mile church field, wit­
ness, leave Bibles during Bold Mission 
Thrust program (1977-1980).

Jackson, Wyoming: Houseparents 
and cooks.

West Yellowstone, Montana: House­
parents and cooks.

Orlando, Florida: Vacation Bible 
School during Christmas 1977 for mi­
grant children. Can have as many as 
four schools at one time.

Oregon and Washington: Volunteers 
are needed in several locations in the 
two states for any of these: construction; 
church staff; missions and evangelism; 
language and Christian social minis­
tries; camping; church programs; spe­
cial projects.

Ovsrssas Naada
For additional information about the 

following needs write William Eugene 
Grubbs, consultant on Laymen Over­
seas, Foreign Mission Board, P.O. Box 
6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230.

Revival team, Tortola, British Virgin 
Islands. Two couples. October- 
November 1977. Housing provided.

Weekday ministries worker, Singa­
pore. Housing provided. Youth and chil­
dren’s work; Bible teaching; leadership 
training; music, art, and drama.

Puppetry, Philippines. Three-month 
assignment to teach technique of pup­
petry in seminary and Bible school.

Writers, Singapore. Prepare pro­
grammed instruction materials and 
provide background for worship activ­
ities of small groups in new extension 
churches. Four weeks. Lodging pro­
vided.

The medical-dental volunteer program 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board Is attempting to fill more than 
100 requests ip 22 countries during 
1977. )

This total does not include a request 
for volunteers for a medical project 
involving 30 participants in the nation d 
Grenada, a Caribbeaii island country.

Harold E. Hurst, associate to the 
board’s medical consultant, Franklin 
Fowler, said the exact number of volun­
teers needed in each country is deter­
mined by the varying lengths of time 
each volunteer is able to give.

Volunteers usually go for 'about a 
month, but some can only go for two or 
three weeks. Occasionally a volunteer^ 
able to give six months or a year to such 
a project.

Most requests are for physicians. But 
requests also come for dentists, dental 
teams, laboratory technicians, and 
other medical personnel. Doctors with 
many different kinds of specialtiei, 
especially surgeons, are needed.

Besides Grenada, the country re­
questing the largest number of volun­
teers is Antigua, which needs eight 
doctors and eight dentists. Antigua b 
also one of the Caribbean islands.

Volunteers go overseas at their own 
expense.

Music couple, Singapore. Teach 
leaders to develop music ministries 
using talents and equipment available in 
the culture. Four weeks. Housing pro­
vided.

Librarian, Hong Kong. Must be able to 
supervise college libraries. Administra­
tive experience needed. Approximately 
two years* service. Housing and trans­
portation provided. No salary.

Personal evangelism worker, 
Ecuador. Must speak Spanish. Four to 
six weeks. Share witnessing techniques 
among youth, market, university stu­
dents. urban dwellers.

Cabinet worker for missionary resi­
dence, Ecuador. Two months — 
November-December 1977. Housing 
provided. Small electric or hand tools 
can be brought from the US.

b/A
GOOD 
AGE TC 
START
Story and Photo 
by Everett Hullum
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Margarle McCully’s 
willingness to work and 
ability to adjust to dif­
ferent situations make 
her em Ideal Christian 
Service Corps worker.
Margaric McCully has a house in Avon 
Park, Florida. But if you ask the 65- 
year-old widow where her home is, 
she’ll say, “I don’t know.”

In the past five years, she’s lived for 
periods upto a year in four New England 
states, doing a variety of tasks as a 
Christian Service Corps volunteer under 
the Home Mission Board program for 
lay persons. Her jobs have included: 
working in Vacation Bible Schools and 
backyard Bible clubs for a Nashua, New 
Hampshire, Southern Baptist church 
that was meeting in a Disabled Ameri­
can Veterans hall; typing, filing, sorting, 
and doing other clerical jobs for numer­
ous pastors, from Nashua to Burlington, 
Vermont; taking elderly people shop­
ping in a Baptist church van; leading 
Bible discussion groups in South Bur­
lington, Vermont; cataloging books in a 
pastor’s study; cooking for Baptist 
campers in Mechanics Falls, Maine; 
editing four issues of a newsletter for 

upper New England Baptists — but she 
doesn’t take the blame for the fact the 
fifth issue “never came out,” she says 
with a laugh; teaching Puerto Ricans in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, to read and 
write English; and helping can and 
freeze vegetables for the Vermont win­
ter.

Volunteer McCully — a spry, cheerful 
woman who describes herself as “just a 
learner, just a helper” — sees nothing^ 
out of the way in any activities thal 
“help spread the gospel. Nothing you do 
for the Lord is unimportant, not if you do 
it for his sake.”

She adds, “My time has been well 
spent; 1 felt each thing 1 did fit a particu­
lar need — even helping the preacher fill 
his freezer for winter; preachers have to 
eat, too, you know, and expenses here 
are high.”

More than one pastor has found Mc­
Cully the perfect Christian Service 
Corps worker: “She’s a delight,” says 
Bob Brindle, pastor of South Burlington 
Baptist Church.

“She’s always willing to do whatever 
she can, and she’s always so pleasant 
about it,** says Bonnie McAllisteY, 
church extension missionary in Worces­
ter, Massachusetts. •

Her willingness to work and her abil­
ity to adjust to different situations were

11
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demonstrated when she came to Wor­
cester church, an Inner-city congrega­
tion in a neighborhood of poor, elderly 
and transient people, from Portland, 
Maine, where she’d worked 14 months. 
In Maine she lived in a big, two-story 
home with apple trees and blueberry 
bushes in the yard.

In Worcester, missionaries Carl Hol­
den and Mark McAllister had found her 
an apartment near the church in a 
section "that made me at first ap­
prehensive,” she admits, especially 
"when Carl told me about the muggers 
and purse snatchers — dangers like 

> that.” But she has had no problems in 
the neighborhood.

She goes to church often — to help in 
the senior citizens hpt lunchprogram; to 
tutor a Puerto Rican couple; to help in 
clerical work around the office; “to bring 
a cheery, smiling face into a neighbor­
hood that often is depressing,” says a 

l co-worker. That’s been characteristic of 
■ Margarie McCully since she began her 
’ volunteer service with Christian Service

Corps.
"When I was young,” McCully says, “1 

wanted to be a missionary, but the Lord 
said no. I told him l*d do what he 
wanted, and I believe I did all my Hfe.-

"But after my husband died and I was 
free to come and go, I wanted to do 
more. The year before I retired (from a 
secretarial Job in a school), I wrote the 
Home Mission Board. And here I am.”

That doesn’t mean it has always been 
easy. Her first assignment, in Lewiston, 
Maine, was “scary.” But she was able to 
get through It, because “I came with no 
idea except to do what the Lord 
wanted.”

In the five years since, she’s had no 
assignments she regrets, but she has felt 
frustrations more than once.

"1 was really thrown for a loop in 
Salem,” she explains. On a visit to the 
Massachusetts city to look through 
records for family ancestors who had 
lived there, McCully was helped in locat­
ing a statue of "a relative of mine by a 
very nice man,” she says. “In leaving, I 
told him, ‘May the Lord bless you.’

"He said, ‘See these hands? I’ve got 
to kill a man with them.’

“I didn’t know what to do.”
The man walked away leaving Mc­

Cully frightened and perplexed that she 
was unable to respond to his needs. 
"There is so much hurt and pain here, so 
many sick and lonely people. Just since

I’ve been in Worcester, I’ve had a 
woman weep on my shoulder. She said, 
’No one ever cared for me before in this 
whole city.’

"They’re being comforted at Worces­
ter Baptist Church. That makes me feel 
good. It’s not what I’ve done; it’s this 
Christian social ministries.”

McCully, whose husband died ten 
years ago, has a son, David, living in 
Coral Springs, Florida, and two grand­
children she “visits as often as I can,
maybe two or three times a year.”

But she doesn’t get too lonely for them 
— or her other friends from Florida 
"because I retain my independence” 
and because "I’m adopted by the people 
I’m with.

“I can’t take any more assignments,” 
she Jokes, "because I’m getting so many 
friends I can’t keep up with them.”

If that’s so, much of it can be credited 
to Margarie McCully’s attitude toward 
life: "I’m a person who’ll try anything,” 
she says. On one assignment, she hesi­
tated — then agreed to watch pre­
schoolers in Vacation Bible School, 
even though she wasn’t sure she could 
keep up. She did.

In Vermont, she was part of the 
Southern Baptist group that took a hike 
up Mt. Mansfield, the state’s highest 
peak. Merwyn Borders, church exten­
sion missionary there, had planned the 
outing “as one of the things Vermont 
Baptists do together.” remembers Mc­
Cully.

“I walked and walked — all the way to 
the top. We got caught in a thun­
derstorm and my legs hurt so much. But 
1 made it to the top.”

It’s a proud statement from a proud 
woman who’s proving retirement 
doesn’t have to begin at 60.

Allese Parten
Why would a retired person choose to 
spend five hot months in Africa — at her 
own expense?

It was as a helper, not Just as a visitor, 
that Dorothy McCoy, retired after 27 
years as chairman of the division of 
sciences at Wayland Baptist College in 
Plainview, Texas, spent five months in 
southern and eastern Africa.

“It was great having her at Sanyati, 

and in our home, because she contrib­
uted so much to so many even in that 
short time,” say Philip and Judy 
Langley, missionaries In Rhodesia. One 
of Dr. McCoy’s great Joys turned out to 
be babysitting for the Langleys’ two 
small sons, Anthony and Jonathan, to 
relieve their busy mother.

Judy Langley is one of a number of 
missionaries who are Wayland College 
graduates and who have invited Dr. 
McCoy, a mathematics teacher, to 
“come help.”

Dorothy McCoy was asked to teach in 
the elementary school at Sanyati, tutor 
missionary children, and confer with the 
teacher of mathematics about the "new 
math” for which he had little opportu­
nity for special training.

At Gwelo, another mission station in 
Rhodesia, Dr. McCoy tutored mission­
ary children, some of whom were pre­
paring to come to the United States for 
college study. She was also asked to 
speak to a teacher training class at a 
college there.

Back in Sanyati, she was honored by 
Woman’s Missionary Union members 
who presented her the Rhodesian WMU 
pin. Judy Langley laughs, “They didn’t 
make her memorize in the Shona lan­
guage all those Scripture passages and 
the WMU song — as they did me!”

Dr. McCoy attended a Royal Ambas­
sador picnic and an African wedding 
ceremony and reception. Phil Langley 
remembers the day she flew with him in 
a small plane: "She threw me into a 
panic when she said, ‘I’ve meant to tell 
you that if I should die you are to bury 
me here. No point in shipping my body 
back to Texas.’ ”

The missionaries were astounded at 
her stamina. They told her that October 
is called "suicide month” in that part of 
the country because of the heat. But she 
never let it defeat her; she kept up her 
daily walk, but prudently — under an 
umbrella.

Tom McMillan and his wife, Marilyn, 
who is another Wayland graduate, in­
vited her to Tanzania. They wanted her 
to drive with them to Kenya to attend 
the East Africa Mission meeting. The 
assembly grounds reminded Dr. McCoy 
of Glorieta Baptist Conference Center, 
which she visits almost every year for 
Foreign Missions Week.

Later Dr. McCoy enjoyed two 
Thanksgiving dinners with missionaries 
and other friends in South Africa. They 
were truly thanks-giving affairs for the 

almost miraculous escape of missionar­
ies from Angola while fighting was tak­
ing place. Everyone praised God for 
smoothing the way for a large caravan 
of cars and trucks that brought out 
missionary families and some of their 
possessions.

In Botswana, Dr. McCoy was the 
guest of Roy and Patsy Davidson and 
their family. She had become friends 
with them when they lived during their 
1975-76 furlough in a home furnished 
by First Baptist Church of Plainview and 
Wayland College.

Why Africa for Dorothy McCoy? Mis­
sions had come alive for her while she 
taught at a university in Baghdad, Iraq, 
back in 1953. During part of her year in 
Iraq, she lived in the home of Presbyte­
rian missionaries. In the years since, she 
has traveled widely and observed at first 
hand Southern Baptist missions work in 
Mexico, Central and South America, 
the Caribbean, the Middle East, the ' 
Orient and Africa.

In 1968 she was urged by a mathe­
matics colleague teaching on a Ful­
bright grant in Monrovia, Liberia, to 
come for a visit before her term expired. 
On this trip Dr. McCoy briefly visited 
missionary friends in Mall, Senegal, and 
Morocco. She pressed on to Beirut, 
Lebanon, to see her friends David and 
Maxine King, who had spent a furlough 
at Wayland. These visits whetted her 
desire to know more about the vast 
African continent and what Baptist mis­
sions work was accomplishing. She 
wondered if she could participate by| 
helping prepare students for college. '

Now back at home after her missions 
travels. Dr. McCoy answers many calls 
to speak before WMU groups, Sunday 
School classes, public schools, and 
local clubs.

After she talks about foreign mis­
sions, someone inevitably says: "Dr. 
McCoy’s telling of her experiences 
makes missions more meaningful to 
me.” Or, "I’d never be brave enough to 
go to such far-off places, but because 
she has been willing to I can now learn 
about the people and countries where I 
help support missions work.”

Always there is this question: “Dr. 
McCoy, where are you going next?’*

"Who knows?” she replies.
But she does know she wants to go to 

missions fields. In the meantime, her 
home is open to missionaries, students, 
and other friends her world travels have 
made for her. •
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HER 
GIFT 
KEEPS 
GIVING

Ten thousand dollars worth of Bibles for 
the people of the Philippines.

A women from Texas, now dead 
eleven years.

What is the connection?
Ann Oldham set up a trust fund — to 

which she gave $39,000 between 1954 
and 1966 — for publishing and distribut­
ing Bibles around the world. A part of 
this money is being used this year by the 

14

Philippines Baptist Mission (organiza­
tion of Southern Baptist missionaries In 
that country) to beef up its Biblepublish­
ing and distribution program.

William T. Roberson, missionary, 
cites a recent survey which showed that 
more than 51 percent of Filipino Baptist 
church members attribute their conver­
sion experiences to the reading of the 
Bible.

This fact makes it imperative “to 
publish and distribute more Bibles, 
especially in light of the fact that liter­
acy in the Philippines is more than 90 
percent,” Roberson says. Last year, 290 
Bible study groups outside church build­
ings were organized on the island of 
Luzon.

The Ann Oldham Fund last year pro­
duced over $147,000 for publication and 
distribution of Bibles around the world.

Miss Oldham grew up in Abilene, 
Texas, where she lived most of her life. 
Following her mother's death, she man­
aged the affairs of a large estate.

In setting up “The Minnie Mae Old­
ham Bible Fund” in memory of her 
mother, she specified that the money be 
used to publish Bibles and that money 
from the sale of the Bibles be used to 
publish more. She said she wanted “to 
give people the word of God — the Bible 
— to read for themselves of his great 
love and saving grace.”

Miss Oldham deeded properties val­
ued at more than $2 million to the "Ann 
Oldham Memorial Trust Fund.” The net 
income of the estate was to be remitted 
quarter-annually to the Foreign Mission 
Board to be used in the continuous 
publication, purchase, and distribution 
of Bibles. Announcement of the trust 
fund was made after Miss Oldham’s 
death in March 1966, a week before her 
63rd birthday.

A large portion of the appropriations 
each year has gone to provide paper for 
printing Portuguese Bibles at the Bap­
tist Bible Press in Brazil. In other coun­
tries, the money buys Bibles and New 
Testaments which are distributed 
through Baptist churches and Southern 
Baptist missionaries.

Miss Oldham had great confidence in 
the Bible, a friend said. “She once said 
she believed the best way to get 
maximum use of her money was to send 
Bibles around the world and let them 
speak for themselves.”

Photo —
At the Baptist Student Center in Manila, a 
hand holds a tract of the Gospel of John.

SHE WANTED 
TO GET 

INVOLVED
Linda E. Phillips

Wife, mother, career woman. Christian, 
church member, WMU member. These 
words could describe many Southern 
Baptist women you know. They can be 
used to describe the life-style of Martha 
Cohen several years ago.

Children grow up and leave home to 
start lives of their own. And so did 
Martha’s daughter, Susan. Then in 1970 
a plane crash left Martha alone. No 
longer a wife, her only child living on the 
other side of the continent, what was she
to do? Become a foreign missionary, of 
course!

Martha’s interest in missions came 
through her involvement in Woman’s 
Missionary Union. She says, “When 
mission action came along, that was for 
me. I wanted to be involved in what 
really counted.” So she joined the mis­
sion action group in her church and 
worked at the Savannah Baptist Center.

As she attended WMU Conference at
Ridgecrest Martha thought about how 
to be more involved. She saw it was no 
use to sit at home alone and feel sorry for 
herself. So she decided to explore the 
Missionary Associate Program of the 
Foreign Mission Board. t

“God did not let me long lie in the 
dark abyss of my own tears,” she says. 
“He drew my eyes up toward him and 
his kingdom. I was struck by a warm and 
powerful feeling that God was saying to 
me, *1 have something for you to do in 
missions.’ ”

Now freed of all family responsibility 
that formerly stood in her way, she 
responded to God’s call. Today Martha 
Cohen is secretary in the Southern 
Baptist Mission in Taiwan. To the Mis­
sion office she adds a professional touch 
that comes from the years of experience 
in a job she had as a working wife and 
mother.

Martha enjoys her life in Taiwan be­
cause she feels she is contributing the 
skill and talent God has given her In his 
work in China.

Sometimes missionaries say, “My 
parents don’t understand why I left the 
States to be a missionary.” In such a 
conversation Martha has been heard to 
add: “Yes, 1 wish my daughter under­
stood my reasons for being here a little 
bit better.”

It is not easy to change life-style after 
40. Learning to drive a stick-shift car 
(automatic cars are not available in 
Taiwan) and to eat Chinese food are two

DISASTER 
TEAMS 
READY

Twenty-three doctors, seven dentists, 
three registered nurses, a pharmacist, 
and a surgical assistant have volun­
teered for disaster teams to be activated 
for immediate service when disaster 
strikes overseas.

Coordinated through the Foreign 
Mission Board medical consultant’s 
office, the volunteer medical personnel 

things Martha has not mastered yet. 
She says, “How important can they be 
when my automatic car manages to 
hold together, and there is a semblance 
of Western food to be found?”

Martha Cohen is not too different 
from other Southern Baptist women you 
know ... or maybe even you.

Miss Phillips Is a Southern Baptist mission­
ary in Taipei, Taiwan.

come from 16 different states and are 
divided into four teams.

The first team, for example, consists 
of seven doctors, a pharmacist, a den­
tist, and a surgical assistant. Each 
member of a disaster team will serve for 
two weeks and will be responsible for his 
own expenses. Members of one team 
serve as standbys for members of the 
other three teams.

“We still need physicians, nurses and 
certified laboratory technicians to com­
plete the four teams which are required 
to cover a six-week emergency span,” 
said Harold E. Hurst, associate to the 
medical consultant (Foreign Mission 
Board, P.O. Box 6597, Richmond, \7A 
23230).
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I'm not a militant person. You wouldn't catch me, 
banner ip hand, demonstrating for a cause. The only 
confrontation F ve ever precipitated was with our son's 
elementary school principal over an injustice too 
flagrant to ignore. Fm more of the “come-now-let-us- 
reason-together" type. Yet, every day, I prepare for 
war.

On orders from my King, I pull on my combat boots, 
buckle on my helmet, shoulder my weapons, take my 
position, and stand guard. Occasionally, on orders 
from my Commander, 1 take the offensive. But most of 
my actions are defensive — repulsing attack.

My freedom depends on my effective defense. I'd 
have to be crazy to go out poorly equipped. In

Ephesians 6:11-18, Paul tells us what equipment 
need. He also names the enemy: Satan.

Satan and his assistants attack through our misfr 
and our feelings. I think we women, because of our gift 
of emotional sensitivity, are especially vulnerable to

Satan causes us to fight battles we've already won 
as we wallow in guilt (1 John 1:9) and regrets (the 
“if-only” blues), or as we live in the past (Luke 9:62). 
He makes us, through worry and fear, try to crow 
bridges that may not even lie along our road. Before 
we know it, link by link we’ve forged our own chains. 
We meekly wrap them around us and drag along,

Staying Free
Ruth Wagner-Miller

saying to the world, “Hey! Look at me. I’m free.”
As if our own chains didn’t weigh enough, we forge a 

few extra and hang them on each other. Our families, 
our churches, our mass media all saddle us with 
conformities an^burdens God never intended us to 

carry.
When Satan can plant a certain thought or emo­

tion, then get us to act on it, he’s won another battle. 
And he succeeds because we don’t wear the protective 
equipment God has for us.

Here’s what Fve learned about the devices I need to 
stay free:

Boots of peace (Eph. 6:15). Jesus left me these as a 
gift (John 14:27). They get scuffed now and then, but 
their sturdiness protects me from the bruises of defeat 
and the blisters of depression as I stumble over the 
problems that Satan has scattered on my path to 
cripple me.

I set the boots by my bed at night so that when I 
wake up, my feet go right into the boots of peace — I 
needn’t even start the day without them. Now and 
then, when I’ve carried my troubles to bed, 1 have to 
get up, put on my boots of peace, and wear them to 
bed. They manage to put me to sleep every time.

1 think of the boots of peace not just for my own 
inner tranquility. I believe that God means for them to 
carry me into the places of the world where peace 
needs reinforcement. My soft answer, the mantle of 
love and patience I can spread over a volatile situa­
tion, can do as much as a diplomat’s hops from 
country to country (Matt. 5:9).

The helmet of salvation (Eph. 6:17). On my head 
goes the helmet to protect my brain, my nerve center. 
Not just salvation — the finished work of Christ, nor 
salvation — my present state. My helmet provides the 
hope of salvation in the future. Over and around my 
mind goes the knowledge that God is working his 
purpose out. This assurance keeps me from despair 
when I watch the evening news on television or 
observe church members’ conduct during a business 
conference. God will have his way in the end. What I 
don’t understand now, he will one day make plain.

I wear these pieces of equipment. They go where 1 
go. The remaining three weapons are tools of battle. 1 
must maintain them in good repair and practice so 
that I can use them skillfully.

The shield of faith (Eph. 6: >6). My King’s coat of 
arms painted on my shield tells friend and foe whose 
dde I fight on. This shield, unlike those which merely 
deflect arrows, actually quenches them. It puts out 
their fire so they don’t ricochet off my shield and hit 
someone else.

1 learn to maneuver my shield because Satan’s 
arrows fly from all directions. Even people who love 
®e can let loose a barrage of missiles. The fiery darts 
include doubt (Is there really a God? Was the resurrec­
tion a hoax? Is it all a myth, as some say? Am I really
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saved?); despair (Has God abandoned me? Oh, what's 
the use .. the world’s in such a mess now . ..); and 
worry (What if .. .?).• Satan fires them all. Once 1 
recognize the enemy, up goes my shield.

The more I use my shield the lighter and more 
effective it becomes. Now, when Satan says. Is there 
really a God? I can answer, Don’t even bother to raise 
that one, for God has proved to me that he is, by ..., 
and I begin to recount the evidence. Although I grow 
more skillful with my shield, I know I can never survive 
if I lay it aside.

The sword of the Spirit which is the word of God 
(Eph. 6:17). I see the Word of God as a weapon for 
close-in fighting — often used along with my shield of 
faith. When Satan’s arrows fall sputtering and wasted, 
he moves in for hand-to-hand combat. He goes for my 
pride (After all, look who 1 am); my ego (I have rights, 
too); my selfishness (This is mine). I can parry his 
thrusts only with a sword of my own, sharper than his 
(Heb. 4:12).

Jesus demonstrated effective use of the sword 
during his temptations in the wilderness (Matt. 
4:4-10). Notice how Satan tried to appeal to Jesus’ 
self-senses: physical fulfillment (stones to bread); 
security and pride (jump down from the pinnacle); ego 
(bow down and worship). For every jab from Satan, 
Jesus answered. It is written, to turn back the blow; 
Finally, Satan left him alone.

But I can watch sword demonstrations all day and 
never master the skill. I must take sword in hand, 
listen to the instructor, and practice until the move­
ments become second nature. Then I must stay .in 
condition through daily exercises. And, my weapon 
does me no good if I’ve left it at home. I must take it 
with me. My sword of the Spirit requires the same 
disciplines.

I learn from the instructor (Holy Spirit) by asking 
questions and listening to his answers (James 1:5). 
Charlie Shedd’s technique of word focusing has 
helped me listen in depth. To my daily diet of systema­
tic reading in Old and New Testaments, I’ve begun 
meditating on one word or concept at a time. For 
example, the word praise. Each day, with the help of 
my concordance, I looked up one or two verses 
containing that word. I read them, thought about 
them, asked God what he meant by them. When I 
listened, God spoke.

I’ll never forget the morning I asked, Lord, why do I 
have so few words to praise you? The answer came 
zinging back, Because, Ruth, you don’t practice 
enough. Start praising other people. Look for things 
about them to praise. When you praise them you 
praise me for I created them. Yes, learning to use my 
sword requires meditation on my part (Psalm 1:2).;

My sword movements must become second nature 
so that I react to situations by asking first. What does 
the Bible say? Too often, we ask God for answers when
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he’s already given them in the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16).
Even second nature isn’t enough. They say once 

you’ve learned to ride a bicycle you never forget how. I 
found that’s true. I also found that my long-unused 
bike-riding muscles didn’t carry me far. Even though I 
still could ride, 1 had no endurance. Our son, who 
plays varsity soccer, says unless you keep at it, you 
begin to lose your running endurance within 72 hours. 
I suspect our endurance in using the sword of the 
Spirit decreases even foster than that. Indeed, 1 know 
some Christians whose spiritual muscles have at­
rophied. I must practice daily.

The only way 1 can have God’s Word with me all the 
time is to memorize it (Psalm 119:11). When I come 
across a Scripture passage which has special mean­
ing for me, I write it on a card and place it above the 
kitchen sink. At least three times a day 1 see it, and 

-~^ver a few weeks I absorb it.
I hone the edge of my sword by listening to sermons 

and tapes. I don’t have time to just sit and listen, so 1 
dike to carry a tape flayer from room to room while I 
Ivork. I listen in the car during those endless miles a 

mother drives. 1 read what others have written about 
God’s Word. Sometimes I disagree with the writer. 
Then my faith grows because I return to the Bible to 
see which of us is right.

If I am faithful in my learning, my practice, my 
sharpening of God’s Word, his Spirit will call forth the 
particular portion 1 need for any one battle. God’s 
woman can’t remain free if she lays down her sword.

Praying always (Eph. 6:18). Ma.ny people have 
written many good things about prayer. Some of my 
favorites include: Rosalind Rinker, Prayer — Convers­
ing with God; R. A. Torrey, The Power of Prayer; 
Watchman Nee, The Prayer Ministry of the Church; 
Hannah Smith, The Christian’s Secret of a Happy 
Hfe* I don’t mean to slight the subject of prayer, but 
here, I think Paul writes of the prayer needed to 
complete the whole armor of God.

What does "praying always’’ mean? To me it means 
acknowledging that God stands right behind my left 
shoulder. It means turning to him in conversation, 
hundreds of times a day. Not just in the "Oh, help!’’ 
times.

1 turn to him in the car when the radio announcer 
tells of world crisis, and say. Lord, you heard that. I’m 
only one small person, but you said. The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much 
(James 5:16). I’m righteous because you covered me 
with your righteousness,and I’m asking you to inter­
vene in that critical situation. Thank you, Lord.

It means saying, Thank you. Lord. What would 1 
have done without you? when I’ve acted the complete 
idiot and he’s delivered me. As one day, our daughter 
heard me talking in the laundry room.

“Who are you talking to?” she asked.
"The Lord.”9
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"Oh. What did you tell him?” |
"I told him thanks for showing me that red sod 

before it got in with the white wash.”
It means saying. Thank you, Lord, when his angdi 

have stepped between danger and one of my loved 
ones.

It means waking up and saying. Good mornlii 
Lord. And laying my head on the pillow at night wife 
the words, Let anything that was not of you todsy, 
God, come to nothingness.

When all other defense is gone, until we draw on 
last breath, we can pray. When our boots of peace 
have been lost somewhere in the mud and our helmtti 
of hope knocked askew, when our shields of faith haw 
been destroyed and our swords wrenched from ow 
hands so that we remember not a word of the Scrip, 
tures, we sink, in weakness, to our knees. And thafi 
where we belong.

God’s woman, reborn free, is called to battle. 
Properly equipped, she knows God will protect her. If 
she insists on going out spiritually naked, she’ll soon 
find herself in chains again.

For the past 12 months I’ve been sharing my 
thoughts on the liberated woman, from a Christian 
point of view. I’ve written of becoming free through 
spiritual rebirth. I’ve described what the freedom 
entitles us to and suggested some ways to handle It 
Now I’ve come full circle, for I must say what seems to 
be a paradox: In order for God’s woman to know trot 
freedom, she must become a slave.

“Ruth Miller, a slave of Jesus Christ.” I’ve putthit 
paraphrase on my kitchen windowsill where I can 
acknowledge it daily. 1 don’t find slavery demeaning, 
for 1 keep company with the likes of James, Jude, 
Paul, Peter, who called themselves slaves. The Bible 
refers also to Moses and Daniel as servants. What 
does my servanthood require of me? I’ll let the 
Scriptures speak:

“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 
Cor. 3:17).

"I shall walk at liberty, for I have sought thy 
precepts” (Psalm 119:45 RSV).

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1). Paul refers to blind 
obedience to rules, regulations, and customs as a 
means of earning salvation.

"I am trying to please God. If 1 were still trying to 
please men 1 could not be Christ’s servant” (Gal. 1:10 
TLB). Let my motives be right.

Rousseau, the French philosopher, once said, 
“Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains.’ To 
that, I would add: God’s woman, reborn free, willingly 
puts on the chains of Jesus Christ. When she does she 
has the power to cast the other chains aside.

* All of the above available through Baptist Book Stores.

Church Planting 
in the 

Philippines
Carolyn Keyees Lytle ,

An American who calls himself a 
Christian Bible teacher arrives in a 
remote barrio (village). As he steps 
from the bus, a group of children 
crowd around him and are surprised 
to hear their own language as the 
American invites them to listen to 
songs and Bible stories.

After the storytime, the American 
asks the children to go home and 
ask parents and grandparents to

join them. Some of the children, not 
wanting to miss anything, are reluc­
tant to leave. But most of the chil­
dren respond immediately, bringing 
adults from their homes. For these 
adults, this is their first contact with 
the Scriptures, their first chance to 
see and hold a Bible.

After a brief get-acquainted ses­
sion, the American arranges a time 
to return to teach the adults and 
young people more of the Gospel of 
John. The group may become a
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regular Bible study group and then 
develop into a church. As the Amer­
ican returns to his home he speaks 
to other travelers on the bus, hands 
them tracts, and possibly receives 
an invitation to come to another 
barrio to teach the Bible.

This Christian Bible teacher is a 
Southern Baptist missionary serv­
ing on the northern island of Luzon 
in the Philippines. His goal as he 
travels from barrio to barrio is to 
plant churches which will grow and 
spread the gospel. Church planting 
is an approach being used with en­
couraging results in the Philippines.

Who Is a Cbarch Piaster?
Traditionally, the missionary set­

tled in an area, developed rapport 
with his neighbors, and witnessed to 
them. A church building was built 
and the missionary remained as 
pastor. The missionary taught and 
influenced those in his community, 
helping them grow in their under-, 
standing of the Christian faith. He 
hoped the church would continue 
with its own leaders when he re­
turned home on furlough. Many 
missionaries feel evangelism and 
church growth are limited by this 
“church building” approach.

The church planter, on the other 
hand, usually lives with his family in 
a central community but spends 
most of his time visiting other com­
munities within several hours’ 
traveling time. He follows th^ 
example of Paul, who planted^ 

church after church as he traveled. 
As Paul arrived in a city on one of his 
journeys, he began preaching, 
gathering together all who would 
listen. When a group of believers 
came together, Paul left the church 
with its own leaders and moved on to 
another city. He continued to 
support the new churches with his 
letters and prayers. Each church 
developed, responding to needs of 
individual communities. The church 
planter does not remain to pastor 
the churches he plants; he trains 
and encourages national pastors to 
lead theft* church.

In order to communicate with the 
people he meets, a church planter
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Women Meeting
becomes as much like them as he 
can. Instead of English he uses the 
local language or dialect both in 
conversation and in teaching. In the 
Philippines, a country of 87 dialects, 
missionaries trust the Holy Spirit to 
help their language ability in talking 
to village people. The Filipinos seem 
open to the missionary who will 
come to them in spite of language 
weakness.

The traditional shirt and tie are 
abandoned for the dress styles of the 

-local culture. The church planter 
Accepts freely the hospitality of 
' families who invite him for refresh­
aments or meals. He comes in the 
Bsfternoon or evening when the vil­
lage men, most of whom are farmers 
or fishermen, are at home. Often 
this schedule means'the missionary 
returns to his home very late, but the 
Filipinos are touched by the willing­
ness of the missionary to come when 
they are available.

The church planter in the Philip­
pines explains clearly to his listeners 
that he is a Bible teacher. The 
Philippines is called “the only Chrit- • 
tian nation in Asia”; three-fourths of 
its people are Roman Catholic. 
However, most of these people have 
never seen or studied a Bible. Their 
Christianity consists of rituals 
handed down through generations. 
As the church planter develops 
community Bible study groups, he 
helps the Filipinos understand the 
personal faith the Christian has in 
Jesus.

Reliance on the Holy Spirit is 
essential for the church planter. The 
Spirit leads the missionary to plant 
churches in areas where the re­
sponse will be greatest. The church 
planter must decide among many 
communities as he develops a travel 
schedule.

Charles Brock, missionary 
church planter living in San Fer­
nando [sahn fur-NAHN-doh], tells 
of the Spirit’s leadership. As Brock 
visited a new barrio, he decided to 
go to the barrio captain’s house to 

ask about holding* a Bible study. 
(Often Brock does not go directly to 
the barrio captain.) The man wel­
comed Brock warmly, and the 
following Saturday night Brock ar­
rived to find more than 50 adults 
waiting.

As the meeting began, a young 
agitator interrupted. Brock realized 
if he allowed the young man to con­
tinue, the meeting would be de­
stroyed; however, if he rejected the 
young man, he would make a poor 
impression on this new group. The 
barrio captain rose and asked the 
young man to leave. The Holy Spirit 
had led Brock to the one man in that 
community who could handle the 
situation.

Believing a question about salva­
tion is inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
the missionary explains no more 
than the person asks for. Most of the 
time, the questions begin between 
the fifth and eighth Bible study 
meetings. Missionary Charles Chil­
ton of Olongapo City [oh-LONG- 
gah-POH] calls this pattern “God’s 
economics.” The Gospel of John has 
been studied verse by verse; its chal­
lenges to receive the Lord by faith 
have been emphasized again and 
again. The student has learned that 
the Bible is not to be feared but 
understood. By the fifth hour of 
study or soon after, the student be­
gins to realize that only a personal 
faith in Jesus leads to salvation.

Chilton relates an example of the 
power of the Bible to communicate 
and bring understanding. Maney, 
the youngest councilman in his 
town, was attending a Bible study in 
his mother’s home. As the group 
studied one day, Maney said, “Wait! 
If what this Bible says is true. I’m not 
saved — I’m not going to heaven!” 
Chilton responded, “We must ac­
cept what the Bible says.” The 
group studied further; Maney 
stopped again. “If the Bible is true, 
then what I did last Sunday had no 
meaning. 1 took my young son to be 
baptized, but the Bible says each 

person must accept for hii 
The missionary had waited foi 
Maney to ask; the Holy Spirit had 
shown Maney the personal salva­
tion the Bible teaches.

What la aa ladigeaoaa Charch?
The indigenous Filipino churdi 

closely resembles the New Testa- 
ment church. Those who have 
understood God’s call to personal 
salvation as a result of regular Bible 
studies ask for baptism and want to 
meet more often. A church —. a 
fellowship of believers — is begun. 
The periodic visits of a missionary 
become a time for answering ques­
tions and sharing.

The people take complete charge 
of the development of their church. 
A Filipino leader emerges to direct 
the congregation. This new Chris­
tian becomes the pastor. Early in 
the life of the church the pastor 
begins to receive training from the 
supporting missionary and from the 
developing program of extension 
seminary training.

Church meetings are spontane­
ous, requiring little equipment or 
materials. The services may not be 
formal and worshipful by American 
standards, but the church is com­
pletely acceptable to its people. 
Music is a vital part of the worship of 
the new church, and a song leader 
usually emerges within a few weeks. 
The missionary teaches the group 
songs as he visits, but the Filipino 
Christian expresses his newfound 
faith through original music. Soon a 
choir develops. The music often 
shows the enthusiasm which 
radiates from the new church.

All the Philippine Baptist 
churches are self-supporting. The 
people see a need for offerings, 
which are often taken at the first 
meeting; and stewardship is taught 
from the beginning. The pastor re­
ceives his support from his congre­
gation; often the support is meager 
in the beginning but increases to full 
support as the church grows. The 

church deciiHfe what materials, 
books, or Bibles it needs and pur­
chases them. The group furnishes 
its own meeting place — a home or 
public building. Some groups want 
to build a church building and begin 
saving toward its construction. All 
decisions are made by the church 
itself and not by the missionary.

There are definite advantages to 
this indigenous approach. The 
church which develops meets the 
needs of the Filipinos who worship 
and grow there. The people feel 
responsible for the growth and effec­
tiveness of their church; they do not 
leave the work to the missionary. 
There is little basis for anti- 
American sentiment to develop 
toward the church; it can live and 
develop through many political 
problems and changes. Money and 
time are not tied up in building 
programs; Gospel portions and 
tracts are purchased instead to 
spread the gospel. The church is not 
dependent on the presence of the 
missionary; none of the missionar­
ies in the Philippines serves as pas­
tor of a national church. The work of 
the indigenous church is carried on 
by the people themselves.

The Important Training 
Program

How are Filipino pastors trained? 
There is an accredited seminary at 
Baguio [BAH-g’yo]. The TV-radio 
ministry in the Philippines has many 
Bible students participating in its 
correspondence courses. In 1972 
the Philippine Mission directed its 
publication department in Manila to 
plan and produce special literature 
for the developing house churches 
and Bible studies. Theological Edu­
cation by Extension (TEE) centers 
are now being planned which will 
equip Filipinos for leadership. Train­
ing will be provided where the peo­
ple live and serve, enabling them to 
learn as they continue to carry out 
responsibilities.

New Christians who make up the

new churches need basic knowledge 
of who Jesus is and what his claims 
are on their lives. The TEE program 
provides a study of the life of Christ 
(to prove that only Christ can save) 
and tHfe life of Paul (to challenge the 
new Christian to live a changed life 
in Christ). Approximately a year is 
recommended for completion of 
these studies. Additional studies are 
then provided from which a church 
may choose. The subjects of this 
curriculum include doctrinal study, 
Bible characters, practical Chris­
tianity, and Bible knowledge.

William Roberson, formerly a 
missionary to Vietnam, directs the 
production of the new literature. 
Roberson is concerned that God will 
lead in the production of the litera­
ture and that it will be truly Filipino 
in culture and thought. Pastors and 
lay persons throughout the Philip­
pines have been surveyed in an at­
tempt to determine the scope and 

content of the material. Filipinos 
participate in writing and translat­
ing the materials. The many dialects 
spoken throughout the Philippines 
require that the literature be trans­
lated into several editions.

The national theme adopted by 
the Philippine churches for 1978 is 
“Win One, Begin One, and Now, 
Send One.” A goal of 3,000 
churches by 1982 has been set 
(there are now fewer than 300). 
Educating the leaders of the new 
churches will encourage the de­
velopment of other new churches. 
Charles Chilton tells of an area 
which did not even have the gospel 
five years ago. He is praying that at 
least 40 people who want to preach 
will enroll in a winter Bible institute. 
“That means at least 40 churches in 
the future” for that area.

Prayer Requests
Missionaries in the Philippines
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have shared specific prayer re- i ,1 
quests. Support the Philippine I 1 
church planting work in a meaning- i 
ful way by praying —

that each missionary church i 
planter will be in tune with the lead­
ing of the Holy Spirit and remain 
patient as he waits for results;

that Filipino pastors and leaders 
will grow and remain faithful in theld 
churches; "

that the TEE (Theological Educa­
tion by Extension) literature now 
being completed will meet the needs 
of Filipinos and that plans for using 
the materials will be effective;

that patience, strength, and sup- I 
port will be granted to the families of 
missionary church planters;

that children of missionaries who | 
are away in school will not be over- I 
whelmed by homesickness for their 
families;

that Christians who are perse­
cuted for their faith will receive extra 
strength and assurance; < ■

that new churches will grow ; 
strong and spread the good news to • 
others.
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Planning the Meeting

Questions: How are Baptists be­
ginning new churches in the Philip­
pines? What part of this work can I 
support with my continuing 
prayers?

PLAN 1
To introduce the study, ask some­

one to tell the opening incident on 
page 19. Then divide the women into 
three groups; ask tach group to 
discuss a section of the study mate­
rial and present thc-lnformation to 
the reassembled groiip. Be prepared 
to lead a time of meditation at the 

| close of the study. Provide a small 
’ card and pencil for each woman, or 
women may write in the margins of 
their ROYAL SERVICE copies. Present 
the prayer requests on page 21. Ask 
each woman to write at least one 
request which she intends to support 
with her continuing prayers.

PLAN 2
Before the meeting, ask three 

women to be prepared to present the 
three main content sections. Intro­
duce the study with the opening 
incident on, page 19. The three 
women can form a panel as if they 
were the missionary church plant­
ers sharing details of their work. 
Provide a map of Southeast Asia 
(available from Foreign Mission 
Board Literature, Box 6597, 
Richmond, VA 23230) on which the 
women can locate places mentioned 
in the study. Be prepared to lead a 
time of meditation at the close of the 
study. Provide a small card and 
pencil for each woman, or women 
may write in the margin of their 
RQYAL SERVICE copies. Present the 

• prayer requests on page 21. Ask each 
woman to write at least one request 
which she intends to support with 
her continuing prayers.

PLAN 3
Introduce the study with the open­

ing incident on page 19. Ask: What 
problems might be encountered by 
the missionary as he tries to

establish and maintain a church in 
the Philippines? Write answers on 
chalkboard, chart, or poster; dis­
cuss the answers. Ask a woman 
(whom you have asked to be pre­
pared) to describe the church 
planter and his methods. Divide 
members into two groups and ask 
them to outline on a chart or poster 
the sections on the indigenous 
church and the TEE program. Each 
group will then share its outline with 
the reassembled group. Be prepared 
to lead a time of meditation at the 
close of the study. Provide a small 
card and pencil for each woman, or 
women may write in the margin of 
their ROYAL SERVICE copies. Present 
the prayer requests on page 21. Ask 
each woman to write at least one 
request which she intends to support 
with her continuing prayers.

CALL TO PRAYER
Give each woman a small card or 

sheet of paper and pencil. Read 
Philippians 4:13; say that God 
promises to the missionary and to us 
the strength to meet all situations. 
Ask women to choose one mission­
ary as you read the prayer calendar

(see pp. 42-48) for the day and wtfa 
his or her name on the card. Afar 
you have read the list, ask each 
woman to think of One specific need 
for which her missionary might n> 
quire strength. Allow time for sileat 
prayer for these needs.

SOMETHING TO DO BECAUSE 
YOU STUDIED

Write a letter of encouragements 
one of the missionaries in the 
Philippines. (Request a list of the 
Philippines missionaries' names 
and addresses from Foreign Mission 
Board Literature, P.O. Box 6597, 
Richmond, VA 23230.) Tell the mis­
sionary of your continuing prayers, 
mentioning specific needs for which 
you are praying. Be sure to tell the 
missionary you recognize his/her 
busy schedule and do not expect 
him/her to answer your letter.

Mrs. Donald Lytle, Birmingham, Al­
abama, is a mother, teacher, and WMU 
director in Dawson Memorial Baptist 
Church this coming year.

What can you do with one little ole quarter? 
Add it to 3 others and you will have a dollar. 
You can add it to 9 others and you have $2.50 
— to 99 others and you have $25.00. You can 
add it to 9,999 other quarters to have $2500. 
That could be the sum WMU magazines will 
have to pay the US Postal Service next year to 
notify us if you move. OR, that could be the 
sum used to make WMU magazines even 
better for you — if, when you move you send 
an address label from a recent ROYAL SERVICE 
and your complete new address.

ATTACH PRESENT ADDRESS LABEL 
HERE.THEN FILL IN NEW ADDRESS.

NAME-____________________ ______________
NEW ADDRESS________________________
CITY___________________
STATE--------------------------------ZIP__________
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STUDENTS
IN THE 

PHILIPPINES
Mary Foster

Located in the student-populated 
Sampaloc section of Manila, the 
Baptist Student Center provides a 
place to study, to relax with friends, 
and to hear about Jesus. An 
estimated 400,000 students live in 
the immediate area.

In 1965 when the Baptist Student 
Union first organized, 20 young 
pqople made professions of faith. 
During 1969, after the new building 
was completed, 3,400 students 
applied for membership. Today, 
some five to six thousand students 
enjoy the facilities every semester.

What are needs of student* In
Manila?

Students come to the Baptist Stu­
dent Center in Manila for a number 
of reasons.

Some visit just to find out what 
goes on in a place with such a name. 
Others respond to the unusual offer 
on the sign outside that reads, 
“Freel Free! Free!”

Many feel lonely and look for 
friends and a place for fellowship. 
They want to know someone cares 
about them personally.

Students seek a good place to 
study between classes. They need 
literature to read and textbooks to 
use as they prepare class assign­
ments. Many Filipino students are . 
poor and have difficulty buying the | 
necessary or required books. Many 
may go through college without 
ever owning a complete set of 
textbooks.

The problems and needs of stu­
dents differ as much as their reasons 
for entering the center.

A large percentage of college stu­
dents in Manila are from the prov­
ince (Americans call it the country). 
Living in a big city is quite a change 
for them; they are faced every day 
with challenges and difficult deci­
sions. They no longer have parents 
and relatives to call on for help 
only themselves.

Most students do not know Jesus
Christ as personal Lord and there-
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fore do not know to call on him in 
times of need. They seek encour­
agement and need guidance in ma­
ture thinking. The staff at the center 
offers that help in the name of Jesus.

Counseling with students who 
have personal problems constitutes 
a large portion of the center’s task.

- Students know they can find some- 
__pne there who listens.

From listening to the testimonies 
of Christian students, one outstand­
ing theme emergesr each claims to 
have come to the center seeking 
people who would accept them as 
they are.

jk They find the city very impersonal 
■and life difficult. In their provincial 
^town, they knew practically 

everyone and life was simple. What 
a change!

One student said he watched peo­
ple going in and out of the center; 
they always seemed to be happy ahd' 
sharing fellowship with others. His 
curiosity led him to investigate the 
cause. He found it to be the joy in 
Christ shared by students and staff.

That student, Ong Tyje, became a 
Christian and today works as a stu­
dent counselor in the center.

The greatest need of each student 
who comes to the center is to know 
Jesus as personal Lord and Saviour. 
They often have more evident needs, 
but their basic need remains that of 
salvation. The staff arranges a per­
sonal session with each student and 
shares the plan of salvation as well 
as the claims that Jesus Christ 
makes on their lives.

How do new students become 
involved in center activities?

To become a member of the 
center, a student completes a per­
sonal information sheet and makes 
an appointment for an interview 
with a counselor. In a two-hour 
orientatiorf program the counselor 
informs the student of the privileges, 
opportunities, and regulations of the 
center.

A tour of the building allows new 

members to see firsthand the stu­
dents in action. Students may 
gather at the snack bar or read a 
magazine in the lounge area. Dis­
cussion and prayer groups use 
screened-off areas.

Several students might be prac­
ticing guitar, singing, and relaxing 
on the patio. Others study or play 
checkers or chess in the 15-table 
game room.

Each new member receives a 
copy of the Gospel of John and talks 
with the counselor about salvation 
through faith in Jesus. Missionary 
Zelma (Mrs. James A.) Foster writes 
of her experience as a counselor: 
“The thrilling thing about the Bap­
tist Student Union program in Man­
ila is that 88 to 96 percent of those 
interviewed accept Christ as Sav­
iour. During the school year 1975- 
76, 2,000 out of 2,189 students 
interviewed received Christ. The 
first 12 students 1 interviewed ac­
cepted Christ. The thirteenth one 
was a Muslim and did not make a 
commitment to Christ, but he did 
take the Gospel of John and prom­
ised to read it.”

After the interview, the student 
begins a series of Bible classes 
taught by the Filipino staff. Most 
students respond positively to the 
first group of Bible studies entitled 
“What Happens When We Receive 
Christ” and “Christian Growth.” 
Attendance drops considerably 
when the study focuses on “Bap­
tism.”

Counselors feel the attendance 
slump is primarily due to the vigor­
ous opposition of Roman Catholic 
parents to their children being bap­
tized into a Protestant church. Par­
ents threaten to disown them or to 
discontinue their schooling. Thus 
the decision of baptism is a serious 
and difficult one.

One study presents “The Biblical 
Teaching about the Church.” Con­
tinuous studies on discipleship and 
Christian living confront students 
with the claims of Christ on their 

lives. Last year, 50 students who 
accepted Christ continued in Bible 
study and now work as counselors.

One student, Baby Ramos, served 
for a year as president of the Baptist 
Student Union. During her term of 
office. Baby gave the organization 
strong and capable leadership. Her 
ability to meet and greet the new 
comers added new zest to the pro­
gram.

But when Baby first came to the 
center, she was hesitant to speak 
and so shy that she could not even 
be friendly toward the other stu­
dents. The talents hidden beneath 
her timid personality emerged when 
she committed her life to Christ. 
She began a steady spiritual growth 
in the Christian community of the 
center. Through daily Bible study 
and prayer, she developed into a 
leader.

Since her college graduation, 
Baby has been employed on the 
center staff. Her ability to communi­
cate with students and her reassur­
ing smile say to the newcomer, “I 
know how you feel. I’ve been there, 
too.”

Why does a missionary work ia 
a stndent center?

A vast number of students live in 
Manila. When missionary Allen Hill 
arrived in the Philippines in January 
1976 to do student evangelism, he 
expected to find 1,556,910 college 
students throughout the country. An 
estimated one-half of this number, 
800,000 students, live in metropoli­
tan Manila.

Another reason missionaries are 
interested in students is that college 
young people are responsive to the 
gospel. Many search for meaning 
and purpose in life. Often, all that a 
Christian needs to do to reach a 
student is to share on an individual 
basis what the gospel says and what 
being a Christian means.

Further, students in Manila are 
mainly from the province and find 
living in a big city quite an adjust­

ment. Every day brings moral, ethi­
cal, and social questions with which 
the student must deal in order to 
survive.

Allen Hill’s basic responsibilities 
lie in counseling and advising. He 
works in relation to an excellent 
Filipino staff at the student center. 
As missionary adviser, Hill assists in 
all areas of the ministry as needed. 
He leads in Bible studies, for exam- 
pie.

Sharing the excitement of his 
work, he writes, “1 have such a great 
opportunity to work with potential 
Christian leaders and to watch them 
mature in their Christian experi­
ence. We are striving to make disci­
ples out of them so that wherever 
they go they will carry the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

“The greatest joy in my ministry is 
to see a young person make a full 
commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour. The entire thrust of our 
ministry among students in Manila 
is toward this specific goal.”

Are students eager to serve as 
leaders when their academic 
schedule is already full?

When the numerous leadership 
positions open at the student center 
(regular officers, Bible study chair­
man, etc.) the young people respond 
quickly. Officers in the Baptist Stu­
dent Union are elected by their peer 
group. In a few instances when a 
special need occurs, the staff or 
director appoints a student to serve.

Imelda Cabalang, a full-time staff 
member, works closely with the 
young people who accept the re­
sponsibility of leading. She encour­
ages them to keep God first as they 
plan activities, set priorities, and 
envision the opportunities of the 
year’s work.

Romy Ballonado fills the office of 
assistant social chairman; his Influ­
ence and work go far beyond the title 
he holds. Every afternoon finds him 
at the center witnessing, counseling, 
helping in the library, or practicing 

choruses. He leads group singing at 
an evening fellowship.

On Sunday, Romy sings in the 
choir. Once a week he witnesses in 
the parks with the outreach group. 
When a Christian brother is in trou­
ble, Romy becomes a prayer partner 
as they kneel together in the prayer 
room.

The message in Romy’s testimony 
is one of faith and prayer: “1 am a 
student at Far Eastern University 
here in Manila. I am a Christian and 
I want to serve the Lord. Just before 
enrollment in my school, I prayed, 
asking the Lord to give me time for 
Baptist Student Union and a good 
academic schedule. Two weeks later 
the Lord answered my prayers by 
scheduling all my subjects during 
the morning hours.

“I want to be humble as the Lord 
chooses me to be one of the active 
members in our center. Being 
elected by the group gives the self- 
assurance that helps me to serve the 
Lord and my fellowmen without 
hesitation.”

How ars students encouraged 
to witness for Christ away front 

the center?

Entry to university campuses in 
Manila is restricted to persons con­
nected with the school. Since the 
staff at the center cannot visit cam­
puses for personal evangelism, they 
depend on students to carry the 
gospel to other individuals.

Students are encouraged to at­
tend a class on witnessing. This 
class is continuous as students from 
different colleges learn how to tell 
others in the group how they met 
Jesus. From this experience, they 
begin to express and practice their 

faith.
On Sunday afternoons young 

people go in groups to public parks 
and campuses around Manila, pass­
ing out tracts and giving personal 
testimonies. Some go to supermar­
kets, jails, and street corners to 

witness. Many teach Bible classes in 
other parts of the city.

University Baptist Church func­
tions within the center, conducting 
worship services and outreach pro­
grams on a regular basis. Church 
membership totals around 175, but 
attendance on Sunday morning 
often exceeds that. The language 
during the services is halo-halo 
(mix-mix), a combination of English 
and Tagalog.

Brenda Bandaay is a student who 
shares a radiant testimony wher­
ever she goes. She believes that a 
Christian must be a model of good 
character in order to persuade, 
others. Brenda advises students to:

1. Share a radiant face always. 
Let facial expression give evidence 
of inner peace and joy. Allow the 
Lord to be in charge of personal 
problems.

2. Be helpful to those nearby, 
especially those who need comfort­
ing. Be available to others in times 
of need.

3. Show kindness and broad 
understanding. When working with 
others, allow for human errors. 
Watch personal habits; be sure your 
mistakes never discourage another 
in the faith.

What ia the fatwa of the 
stsdsnt coater ministry?

Due to restrictions on building in a 
downtown location, the center can­
not physically expand. But Baptists 
hope to intensify Bible study and 
witness outreach among students. 
Through this emphasis the gospel 
can be carried to many campuses 
and homes; it is bringing results in 
the lives of many young people.

Baptist churches and otlyer 
evangelical churches in Manila seek 
to spread the gospel to the lost, but 
the task is great and the laborers 
few. Christian students trained |n 
the center are equipped to help the 
churches. «

Allen Hill takes a look into the 
future of his missions task and
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shares his vision: "The immediate 
future at the Baptist Student Center 
looks exciting and challenging. Re* 
sponse to the gospel among college 
and high school students is amaz­
ing. We are placing emphasis on 
training students to share their faith 
through discipleship groups and

^Planning the Meeting

PLAN 1
On poster paper draw two col­

umns. Column 1 should read, “Stu­
dents in Manila need:” and column 
2, “Baptist Student Center minis- 
ters through:”
I On separate index cards write the 
^various needs of students and the 

ways the Baptist Student Center 
meets those needs.

Display the poster, introduce the 
study, and pass the cards to mem­
bers. Ask members to discover some 
interesting people in the content 
material whose needs are related to 
the need stated on the card they 
hold. Allow them to share their 
findings with the group and tape 
their card to the poster in correct 
order. Your poster may look some­
thing like this after matching the 
needs with the ministry:

Column 1
Students in Manila need:
1. Salvation
2. A place to study
3. Solution to personal problems
4. Fellowship
5. Opportunity for leadership
6. Spiritual growth
7. To express their faith

Column 2
The Baptist Student Center minis­
ters through:
1. Opportunity to receive Christ 

through interview orientation 
and Bible study

2. A library, textbooks, and Chris­
tian literature

3. Individual counseling
4. Opening fellowship to all who 

attend; friendliness of staff and 
students

26

Bible study groups.
"One of the greatest need* I see is 

to have home and dorm Bible 
studies going all over the ‘student 
belt’ of Manila. Our only limitation 
is people — dedicated Christian 
students who are willing to help in 
getting a study going in their own

5. Officers elected by peer group
6. Bible study and training classes
7. Classes on witnessing and action 

groups

CALL TO PRAYER
September, back-to-school 

month, touches most missionaries 
with a student relationship. Many 
study in language schools. Others 
teach. Many have children in 
school; some are separated from 
their children by many miles.

Read the names of missionaries 
having birthdays today (see pp. 42- 
48). Suggest a way each may have 
contact with students. Pray for these 
people.

SOMETHING TO DO BECAUSE 
YOU STUDIED

Befriend a Filipino student who 
lives in your city. Contact the BSU 
director or the director of associa- 
tional missions if you need help in 
finding such a student. Consider 
some projects as you develop a 
friendship: Provide for him or her 
two tickets to a ball game, drama, or 
musical; invite him for a meal; buy 
overseas aerogrammes or stamps 
for him to use when writing home.

PLAN 2
Order map of Southeast Asia free 

from Foreign Mission Board Litera­
ture, Box 6597, Richmond, VA 
23230. Display it in the meeting 
room. Draw a circle around Manila 
and write statistics on the map as 
you share facts from the study mate­
rial about students. 

dorm or apartment. So the emph*. 
sis in the next few years will be a* 
outreach, extending the studtit 
center through these groups.

"Please pray with us that we will 
have the resources and the ability to 
do all that God has called us to doh 
this place.”

In advance of the meeting inter­
view a Filipino student who attends 
a college in your city. Ask: What lift 
like to be a student in the Philip­
pines? How seriously do Filipino 
students value their education? 
Since many students cannot live on 
campus, how do they find adequate 
lodging? (Add your own questionito 
these, especially if you want to know 
the student personally.)

Share the interview with mem­
bers. You may want to invite the 
student to your meeting. If so, allow 
him or her to prepare some answers 
in advance. Ask your members to 
prepare some conversational ques­
tions so the student will be included 
in the fellowship of the group.

Write on strips of paper the ques­
tions found in the study material; 
tape them to the map as several 
members, prepared in advance, 
share the answers.
PLAN 3

Recall some interesting facts 
about students in Manila from the 
study material. Discuss: Even when 
many needs are evident, what is the 
greatest need of students in Manila? 
After the basic need of salvation to 
met and the student receives Christ, 
what are some ways he or she 
shares that personal faith? Why is h 
important for us to be able to tell 
another about our Christian experi­
ence?

Ask one member to read in ad­
vance and prepare a discussion 
using the book, How to Give AuM 
Your Faith by Paul E. Little (Inter­
Varsity Press, $2.50, available 
through Baptist Book Stores).

Prayer Leader: Today we have 
the unusual opportunity of sitting in 
on a television interview about med­
ical missions. Charles Norwood has 
been the resident physician at the 
Baptist hospital in Mati [mah-tee], 
Philippines. Eunice Barber of 
Shreveport, Louisiana, spent a year 
there as a nurse.

Let’s go now to the studios of 
WWMU, where the two are waiting 
with the newscaster.
Announcer: We’re happy to have 
you here with us today. Dr. Nor­
wood, how did you ever learn about 
this remote place called Mati?
Norwood: In 1962 I received a 
fellowship to work in a foreign hos­
pital. Mati was recommended.
Announcer: Was this a new hos­
pital?

Norwood: No, it was begun in 
1954, with missionary nurse Victoria 
Parsons as administrator and a 
Filipino doctor, Augusto Resurrec- 
cion, as medical director.

Announcer: And are the duties 
similar to what an American hospi­
tal doctor would face?

Norwood: No. In addition to many 
medical problems we know in the 
US, there are malnutrition, malaria, 
cholera, tuberculosis, and tropical 
diseases, which are mainly due to a 
lack of sanitation. There has been 
little progress in sanitation and pre­
ventive medicine.

The^ieople are afraid their chil­
dren will choke if given meat or 
vegetables, so they feed youngsters

Prayer Group

HOSPITAL
AT
MATI
Louise Berge Winningham

only rice, thereby leading to wide­
spread malnutrition.

Most of the people still depend 
heavily on the folk medical system. 
There are still witch doctors called 
hilott [HEE-lohtsJ.

Announcer: Did they welcome 
you with your different ideas of 
treatment and preventive medicine?

Norwood: They were at first sus­
picious of doctors. You have to win 
their trust. Our concern is training 
the people to become self-sufficient.

We have to educate the people in 
what to eat and in the basics of 
washing hands, wearing shoes, and 
covering food.

Announcer: Mrs. Barber, tell us 
about the hospital patient load;

Berber: Most of the time there are 
many more patients than beds. 
Often the halls are lined with cots. In 
a recent year there were nearly^ 
2,600 patients admitted and nearlyw 
8,000 outpatients treated.

Announcer: Why was such an iso­
lated place selected for the hospital?

Barber: Mati is a city of 70,000 on 
the island of Mindanao [min-dah- 
NOW]. Yes, it is remote. It used to 
require a nine-hour ocean voyage to 
reach Mati; now there is air service.

Filipino doctors tended to concen­
trate in the cities, so there was a 
need in Mati. The hospital has 
opened the door to the gospel in the 
entire area.

Announcar: Dr. Norwood, tell ys 
more about the early days of the 
hospital.
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Norwood: In the beginning there 
were only ten beds. By 1958 a larger 
facility was completed. It had 30 
beds, outpatient department, 
operating room, delivery room, 
emergency room, and offices.

Four years later they added a 
dining room and kitchen, phar- 

2iacy, and laboratory. Two more 
nits, one for isolation and one for 

pediatrics, are needed. There are 65 
to 70 on the staff, both Filipinos and 
missionary personnel.

Aanov ■car: Are other hospitals 
nearby? 1

Norwood: Until 1974 the hospital 
|was the only one for the entire pro- 
Fvince of 250,000 people. Since then, 

the government has opened a hospi­
tal at Mati. However, many people 
prefer the care they receive at the 
Baptist hospital.

Annonncer: What about the 
Christian influence? Are worship 
services held?

Barber: Devotional services have 
always been important at the hospi­
tal. Two services daily are held in the 
hallway of the hospital.

In earlier days there was a “Bible 
woman” who read the Bible to pa­
tients. Now there is a full-time chap­
lain.

I’d like to tell you about “Ed,” a 
young man to whom the hospital 
ministered.

Ed came to the hospital with a 
serious hand injury. When he saw

Planning the Meeting

BEFORE THE MEETING
1. Ask one person to portray Dr. 

Norwood, one to portray Mrs. 
Barber, and one to be the television 
announcer.

2. Make a cardboard “mi­
crophone” with the letters WWMU 
on it or make three small “mi­
crophones,” with cord attached, to 
place around necks of participants. 

me, he said, “You’re that Bible 
woman that comes to school.” Ed 
had been among the 46 in my Bible 
class at school. He asked why I 
came to help in the hospital. “We 
are here to serve people for our 
Lord,” I replied.

He accepted a Bible and a card 
listing the plan of salvation. By the 
fourth morning in the hospital, he 
told me, “I want to tell you some­
thing. I now have Jesus in my heart. 
1 met him here in your hospital.”

Anno■■car: How wonderful. But 
what happens to these who are won 
to Christ?

Norwood: An outgrowth of the 
witness in the hospital has been the 
beginning of about 30 churches. In 
some cases the patients are visited 
after they leave the hospital, and a 
Bible study is begun. Sometimes 
patients request such visits. Often 
those won at the hospital gather 
their friends and neighbors and re­
quest missionaries to come help.

Anno■near: Thank you for com­
ing today to share something of the 
work of Mati’s Baptist Hospital.

Prayer Leader: With this 
background of the hospital’s minis­
tries, let us pray specifically.

Prayar Needs
1. Pray for the nurses. Young 

Filipino nurses stay about a year and 
leave for jobs in the city or the 
United States.

2. Pray for Fred and Sabra Ladd,

3. Arrange chairs in a semicircle 
around a table and microphones, as 
in viewing a television interview. 
Place three chairs at the table.

4. Place items of medical 
significance on the table — child’s 
toy stethoscope, nurse’s cap, etc.

IN THE MEETING
1. Present the content material. 

missionaries in Mat!. He is maifa|h 
nance man at the hospital. Prayjjl 

James and Trudith Crittendon. Htf 
evangelistic missionary in Matt, 
Pray for both couples as they attya 
to their homes in Mati.

3. Pray for the construction^ 
two new buildings — isolation aai 
pediatrics — that they will be um| 
to bring more people to hear At 
good news of Christ.

4. Pray that the necessiti—Jfj 

electricity and water for the hospital 
will be available daily. Kespfag 
equipment running on fluctuating!! 
no electricity has been a probhfat 
Now a new generator has been to-, 
stalled.

5. Pray for the more than 1,401 
high school and elementary st^r 
dents who study the Bible in IfaL: 
weekly Bible clubs. Pray for thofa 
who teach — missionaries, hospital 
staff, and Mati Baptist Churcb 
members.

6. Pray for Ernesto Brato, hospk 
tai administrator, that he will hm 
wisdom in leading the hospital.

7. Pray for missionary nurse Dt 
Vellyn Oliver. She encounters masy 
daily problems — broken equip­
ment, no electricity, insufficient 
supplies.

8. Pray for people who contrstf 
malaria. The latter part of the yssr» 
the hospital is always filled witb 
malaria patients.

9. Pray for missionaries listed M 

the calendar of prayer today (see pp. 
42-48).

-

2. At the conclusion of the inter 
view, divide the prayer group fafa 
smaller groups. Ask each to take th 
prayer requests given on page tl 
and pray. Allow sufficient time fa 

prayer. Indicate that you will co* 
elude the prayertime with the hytal 

“Sweet Hour of Prayer” (or soaa 

other prayer hymn).

UP 
AND

OUT, 
DOWN 
AND

OUT

L. D. Johnson

Scripture Passages: John 3:1-15; 
4:1-42; Luke 19:1-10*

Because we are human we are prone 
to identify the people of God as 
those who are like us. The way this 
works out is to cause us to bunch up 
In groups of look-alikes and call it 
church.

We attract and are attracted to 
people with whom we are comfort­
able, and comfortableness is deter­
mined by the degree of agreement 
between us. As a result we have 
suburban churches, inner-city 
churches, rural churches, white 
churches, black churches, high 
churches, low churches, rich peo­
ple’s churches, poor people’s 
churches, coldly intellectual 
churches, Spirit-filled churches.

This final study in a series on 
“New People for a New Day” is 
devoted to three individual cases 
which illustrate the fact that Jesus 
appealed to all kinds of people. The 
first of these people, Nicodemus, 
might be called “up and out.” The 
secondMhe woman of Sychar, 
might be considered “down and 
out.” The third, Zacchaeus, was 
both.

Could these three have formed 
the nucleus of a redemptive com­
munity? Could they have accepted 
each other as brothers and sister in 
Christ?

An Aristocrat Who Was “Up and 
Oat’’ (John 3:1-15)

Three references in the Gospels, 
all in John, are made to Nicodemus. 
The first (studied here) reports his 
furtive visit to Jesus under cover of 
darkness. The second (John 7:45- 
52) reports his courageous stand for 
Jesus in a meeting of the Sanhedrin, 
the supreme council of Jewish 
leaders.

The third reference to 
Nicodemus, in John 19:38-42, re­
ports that he and Joseph of 

Arimathea, called by John a secret 
disciple, took the body of Jesus from 
the cross, anointed it with spices 
and wrapped it in linen cloths ac­
cording to the burial custom, and 
placed it in a new tomb. Thus, the 
final rites were given by two men 
who represented the aristocracy of 
Judaism.

Why Nicodemus first came to 
Jesus by night has been the subject 
of ipuch speculation. Was he afraid? 
Ashamed to be seen in the company 
of one who did not possess his own 
educational attainments? Or did he 
come at night in order to have time 
enough for an unhurried visit? None 
can say, but give him credit for 
coming. That was no easy thing for 
him to do. After all, as Jesus put it, 
Nicodemus was considered to be a 
great teacher of Israel (3:10), and 
here he was coming to discuss the 
kingdom of God with a man doubt­
less much younger than himself and 
certainly by accepted standards 
without educational qualifications.

Nicodemus began the conversa­
tion with a polite compliment. 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher sent by God” (3:2). That 
was an honest facing up to the facts; 
Jesus was no false teacher. Then 
Nicodemus explained that the signs 
which Jesus was doing constituted 
proof that he had God’s sanction. A 
Jewish commandment held that if a 
prophet who began to prophesy 
without accreditation gave a sign 
and miracle, he was to be listened 
to; otherwise not. The remark of 
Nicodemus fits into John’s under­
standing of the meaning of signs;, 
they are seen as proofs of Jesus’ 
divine origin and mission.

But the compliment lacks some­
thing. It seems to say: “As a teacher, 
I’m not too interested in what you 
have to say, but 1 must admit that 
those things you are doing impress 
me.” However Nicodemus meant' 
the words, Jesus moved directly to 
the heart of the matter. The real* 
issue is the kingdom of God, and
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how one gets into it. And this is 
possible only as one is born again 
(3:3).

Talk of the kingdom of God was 
the topic of the day. John the Bap­
tist had preached a doctrine of re­
pentance and baptism. All 
Jerusalem had been stirred. 
Nicodemus needed no one to intro­

duce him to the idea of the kingdom, 
iiow does one become a part of this 

God movement? Jesus said, right off 
the bat, that a radical transforma­
tion must take place. It is like start­
ing all over again — like being born 
again. \

Nicodemus expressed doubt. 
I “How can a grown man be born 

again?” (3:4). The learned teacher 
was not so confused about the mean­
ing of Jesus’ words that he supposed 
a literal return to the mother’s womb 
was being suggested. What he was 
asking was an important questjpn: 
Can you start all over again? Here 
you are 30,40,50,60years old. How 
can you erase all that experience, 
rub out all those blotches on your 
record, untangle all the knots? Can 
you go back and make a fresh be­
ginning? But Nicodemus was a real­
ist. He didn’t think it possible.

Humanly speaking, Jesus replied, 
you are right. What is flesh is flesh 
(3:6). But 1 am talking about 
another category — the realm of 
spirit. God can make the impossible 
possible. You not only can, but must, 
be born of “water and Spirit” in 
order to enter the kingdom (3:5). 
What do “water and Spirit” mean? 
John’s water baptism had been ad­
ministered on the basis of repent­
ance, so water likely refers to that 
prerequisite to entrance to the king­
dom — repentance. Even an aris- 
trocratic Pharisee must repent if he 
is to enter the kingdom. Nothing we 
can do, even repentance, will earn us 
the rightjo enter. It is a gift — the 
gift of the Spirit.

Do not stumble at this mystery of 
the new birth, Jesus urged (3:7). 
There are all kinds of wonders in life 

which we accept without being able 
to explain. Take the wind, for exam­
ple. You know it is real, for you see 
and feel its effects. That is the way of 
the Spirit. The beauty of Jesus’ logic 
is accentuated when we know that 
the words in Greek for wind and 
spirit are precisely the same word. If 
the wind of the earth is a reality we 
acknowledge without explaining, so

He came to save people 
like Nicodemus — suave, 
aristocratic, pious — but 
needing to be bom from 

above.

is the Spirit of God a real force in the 
lives of those who belong to the 
kingdom.

Nicodemus still demurred: “How 
can this be?” (3:9). Then Jesus 
chided him for not being able to 
understand this basic truth (3:10). 
Jesus had been telling him earthly 
things, things that are common to 
the daily experience of all kinds of 
people. Sometimes much learning 
gets in the way of our contact with 
the simple, basic truths of experi­
ence. Jesus was showing how the 
kingdom works — he saw it and 
knew what he was talking about. Yet 
Nicodemus was reluctant to accept 
his word (3:11). If he stumbled over 
that, what would he do if Jesus 
revealed to him the wonders of 
heaven? (3:12).

But the greatest truth of all is the 
sacrificial lifting up on the cross of 
“the Son of Man ... so that 
everyone who believes in him may 
have eternal life’’ (3:14-15). In 
John’s Gospel, “kingdom of God” 
and “eternal life” mean the same 
thing. So, how does one enter God’s 

kingdom? One is born again, or bon 
from above. This is God's gift, 
brought about through the lifting up 
of his Son.

Though he was a religious leade, 
Nicodemus needed to be born anew. 
He needed the gift from above which 
comes through the lifting up of 
Christ. Nicodemus represented the 
intellectual who is outside the king­
dom — up and out.

An Immoral Woman Who Wm 
“Down and Ont" (John 4:1-41)

The Samaritan woman represents 
the opposite pole from Nicodemus. 
He was male, Jewish, religiously 
respected, and morally correct. She 
was female, Samaritan, disre­
spected, and immoral. It would be 
difficult to imagine two people more 
unlike, except for one thing: both 
were outside of the kingdom. Jesus' 
appeal to each of them was quite 
different.

John’s account is vivid; he in­
cludes details. The encounter took 
place near Sychar, a Samaritan 
village nestled between Mount 
Gerizim, where Samaritans wor­
shiped in their temple, and Mount 
Ebal. The well beside which Jesus 
was sitting in the midday heat while 
his disciples had gone into the vil­
lage for food is still there today.

The centuries-old quarrel be­
tween Jews and Samaritans caused 
Jews traveling north or south |o 
detour around Samaria by crossing 
and then recrossing the Jordan 
River. Better to avoid trouble than 
run the risk of it. But here was Jesus 
sitting beside the well. What was he 
doing in Samaria? He evidently was 
not afraid to defy the taboos.

A woman from the village of 
Sychar, a mile and a half away, 
approached to get water. What was 
she doing there at that hour? 
Women went to the wells for water 
late in the day when it was cool. But 
this woman came alone and at an 
hour when no other woman would 

be at the well.

I Why had she come so for, and at 
I such an unlikely hour? The answer 
I probably lies in the unfolding of her 
I character in the conversation with 

Jesus. She was a much-married 
woman who was then living in adul­
tery. It is not likely that she was 
welcome among her fellow 
townswomen.

The conversation opened nat­
urally enough: “Give me a drink of 
water," Jesus requested of the 
woman (4:7). Oriental courtesy 
never refused such a request. The 
woman detected from his dress and 
speech that the stranger who had 
asked her for a drink was a Jew. 
Oh-ho, she thought, these Jews 
think they are so high and mighty — 
so pure in race — that they can’t 
stoop to mix with us Samaritans, 
but when he’s thirsty a Jew is just 
like anybody else. So, before giving 
him a drink she thought she would 
rub it in a little. “You are a Jew, and I 
am a Samaritan — so how can you 
ask me for a drink?” (4:9).

John at this point interjected the 
explanation that Jews had no deal­
ings with Samaritans. This ancient 
hostility went back several hundred 
years. The area of Samaria had 
once been the heartland of the 
Northern Kingdom, Israel, but had 
been overrun by Assyria in the last of 
the eighth century B.C.; sub­
sequently it had been repopulated 
with non-Jews who eventually 
intermarried with the Israelites, 
producing the Samaritan race. To 
complicate the relationship further, 
in the time of Ezra after the Babylo­
nian Exile, Samaritans had been 
excluded from worship at Jerusalem 
and marriages between Jews and 
Samaritans were outlawed. It was a 
bitter insult to the Samaritans, who 
then established their own temple 
on Mount Gerizim and had their own 
sacred Scriptures composed of the 
first five books (the Law) only.
M So the woman had her moment: 
How come you ask me — a woman 

(one count against her) and a

Samaritan (two counts against her) 
for a drink? I thought you Jews were 
too good for that?” Jesus’ reply is 
another beautiful example of John’s 
approach in the Gospel. “If you only 
knew what God gives and who it is 
that is asking you for a drink, you 
would ask him, and he would give 
you life-giving water” (4:10). “Life- 
giving” water is capable of two

He came to save people 
like the woman of Sychar 
— breakers of the accepted 

code, rebels against 
customs of morality — but 

needing to drink of the 
water of life.

interpretations — physical and spir­
itual — and we know that Jesus 
meant the latter.

The woman did not easily give up 
the banter. She was beginning to 
enjoy Hbrself. And just how would 
you do that, she asked. Do you want 
me to believe that you are greater 
than our father Jacob who gave us 
this well? (4:11-12).

Jesus spoke again: “Whoever 
drinks this water will get thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks the water 
that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will 
give him will become in him a spring 
which will provide him with life­
giving water and give him eternal 
life” (4:13-14). Still the woman did 
not catch on. She kept talking about 
physical water (4:15). Jesus’ words 
about the gift of living water are a 
classic declaration of the gospel. 
This satisfying of human thirst is the 
gift of God. And it is a lasting gift; 
this spring will never dry up.

With verse 16 we note a change of 
pace. Jesus abandoned the discus­
sion about water and pressed the 

woman to look within at her own 
heart. He did this by asking her to go 
call her husband. Her retort was: “I 
don’t have a husband” (4:17). Then 
Jesus began to crack her smugness; 
he laid it plainly on the line — her 
record was dismal, sordid; a five­
time loser in the matrimonial game, 
and now living in open adultery.

What a fascinating conversation 
this is to watch unfold! Confronted 
by the moral condition of her life, 
the woman dodged artfully. She 
made no denial; in fact, she admit­
ted that Jesus was right by saying, “I 
see you are a prophet, sir” (4:19). 
But she was only trying to shift 
ground. “Let’s talk about religion,” 
she said. That’s a good controversial 
subject in which one can get heated 
argument without ever having to 
confront one’s own self. So she 
asked Jesus’ view of the most con­
troversial issue between Jews and 
Samaritans: which was the true 
temple of God, the one in Jerusalem 
on Mount Zion, or the one there on 
Mount Gerizim in plain sight of the 
well of Jacob? (4:20)?

But Jesus would not settle for 
debate. The time is at hand, he 
challenged her, for people to get 
over being hung up on places and 
methods of worship. God calls us to 
worship him in spirit and in truth, for 
that is the nature of God (4:21-24).

What could she say now? Things , 
were getting uncomfortable. This 
man had spoken to her as no man 
had ever spoken. “1 know that the 
Messiah will come,” she said — now 
not so brash, “and when he comes, 
he will tell us everything” (4:25). .

It was the moment of truth. “I am 
he,” Jesus said (4:26). 1 would have 
liked to have been with him then, to 
hear how he said it and to see how 
she looked when he did. The face of 
all the world began to change for 
this woman.

The story of the Samaritan 
woman has a beautiful conclusion.' 
The woman left her water jar and 
went back into the city to tell
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everyone she could find, ‘‘Come and 
see the man who told me everything 
I have ever done. Could he be the 
Messiah?” (4:29). Her chore at the 
well was forgotten. Her sense of 
being rejected was no longer impor­
tant. Important only was to share 
the wonderful good news. “Come, 
see this man, this most wonderful 
man!” They did come out to see 
him, were impressed, and asked him 
to stay in their village. A Jew invited 

\ to be an honored guest in a Samari­
tan town! Many believed in Jesus 
because they heard the witness of 
the woman and saw the evidences of 
the beginning of her transformation. 
But after Jesus had been there him- 

. self, they believed (because of him. 
I The Samaritan woman stands be­
fore us as an example of a type of 
person we in the churches have too 
frequently written off as unreach­
able. But despite her hardened exte­
rior, a shell grown thick from many 
a moral defeat and personal rebuff, 
Christ broke through and foundXhe 
hungry heart of a woman longing for 
purity and peace. Let us not forget or 
overlook her; she supposes that her 
only asset is her sex and that the 
only people who need her are the 
men who want to use her body. She 
represents the “down and out” who 
also need Christ.

A Rich Maa Who Was Both “Up 
and Ont” and “Down and Ont” 
(Laho 19:1.10)

Zacchaeus is a symbol of both 
kinds of people — the up and out and 
the down and out. Luke calls him a 
“chief tax collector . . . who was 
rich” (Luke 19:2).

Zacchaeus had money. People 
didn’t like him, but he was rich. And 
people who despised him must often 
have had to be nice to him because 
he was rich.

But he was also to be pitied for 
being among the down and outs. 
Money might compel people to say, 
“Yes sis. No, sir,” but money 
couldn’t buy friends. People who

32 

curried his favor really felt contempt 
for him.

Zacchaeus was a customs col­
lector for the Roman government. 
“Tax collector” is a misleading des­
ignation for these people known as 
publicans. The Romans levied taxes 
on their provinces directly, but they 
farmed out the collection of customs

He came to save people 
like Zacchaeus — rich, 
hard, and cynical — but 

needing to know they are 
valuable for themselves 

alone.

duties. The highest bidder paid to 
the Romans whatever he had bid for 
the privilege of customs collection in 
a specific area. Thereafter, he was 
on his own, except that he had the 
power of the government to back 
him up in case any outraged mer­
chant or traveler refused to pay the 
customs duty imposed by the pub­
lican. A city such as Jericho, the 
home of Zacchaeus, would be a 
lucrative spot for customs collect­
ing. That was because Jericho was 
an important gateway of commerce.

But Zacchaeus knew an awful 
emptiness as his constant compan­
ion. Exciting visits to Rome and the 
importing of exotic goods from all 
over the world — all made possible 
by his wealth — didn’t do any good.

Then one day Jesus of Nazareth 
came through town. Zacchaeus had 
heard about him. They said his 
teachings and actions were all about 
some “kingdom of God” which was 
to bring peace and joy, reconcilia­
tion between enemies, and love of 
others and oneself in place of 
hatred. The Feast of Passover was 
approaching and thousands of pil­
grims were streaming out of Galilee, 

down the highway east of Jordan, 
and then recrossing the Jorda* M 
Jericho. A large crowd was said to 
be accompanying Jesus as he ap­
proached Jericho. The custom 
chief decided to go and take a look

Being short, he climbed up intoi 
tree. As the crowd moved through 
Jericho’s streets, they came to th 
place where Zacchaeus in his tret 
perch was craning to get a view of th 
Teacher. Suddenly Jesus stopped 
and looked up. Jesus saw him! As th 
two men’s eyes met, something 
exciting began to happen to Zac­
chaeus. It was as if he had been seen 
through and through. A look of 
recognition was in Jesus’ eyes. 
Zacchaeus suddenly heard Jesus 
call his name: “Hurry down, Zac­
chaeus. I must stay in your house 
today” (Luke 19:5). What? Doesn't 
the Galilean Teacher know to whom 
he is talking? We thought he was a 
prophet. Surely if he were he 
wouldn’t be caught dead in the house 
of Zacchaeus. No self-respecting 
Jew would go intothattraitor’shouse 
and accept hospitality there! There 
must be some mistake.

No, Jesus said to him, “I need to 
stay at your house today, Zac­
chaeus. You have something to give. 
You are important to me.”

No wonder Zacchaeus “wel­
comed him with great joy” (Luke 
19:6). Joy. What word better de­
scribes the overwhelming release of 
aching loneliness from the heartofa 
man who has longed to be needed 
for himself alone, not for his money.

But the greatest scene in this 
magnificent story comes next. We 
don’t know how much time elapsed 
between verses 7 and 8. But at the 
end of that day’s visit Zacchaeus was 
a new man. Life was new and excit­
ing. So he stood up (does this mean 
that he came out of his house before 
his fellow townsmen and made the 
announcement?) and confessed. He 

who had gotten rich off others now 
was going to give half of everything 

to the poor (19:8). And if he had 
defrauded anyone, he would pay it 
back, four for one.

That is repentance that means 
what it says. Zacchaeus will make 
restitution for injury done. And 
Jesus gladly acknowledged the gen­
uineness of this declaration: “Salva­
tion has come to this house today” 
(19:9). Zacchaeus is no longer to be 
considered an outcast but a son of 
Abraham. He who lost his place in 
the community of Israel is entitled to 

Planning the Meeting
Aim: As a result of this study, mem­
bers will decide on specific ways the 
group will respond to a human need 
in the community.
PLAN 1

Review the past year’s study by 
sharing highlights from notes taken 
month by month. As members recall 
passages studied and insights noted, 
share together what you have 
learned about Jesus’ teachings 
about bringing others into the king­
dom, sharing the news of the gospel, 
and ministering to human need.

Suggest that each woman take a 
few minutes in the meeting to write a 
paragraph (for her own use) com­
pleting this sentence: I understand 
better Jesus’ teachings on “new 
people for a new age” because:___  

1 would like this Bible study group to 
influence our church to do these 
things: .. .

If any members want to share 
what they have written, allow them 
to do so.

CALL TO PRAYER
Ask each member to dedicate 

herself to becoming a “new person 
for a new day.” Assign to each 
member a name of a missionary on 
today’s prayer calendar. During a 
period of silent prayer, ask each 
woman to imagine the varied kinds 
of “out” people the missionary en­

have it back. He, too belongs!
The final word is best: “The Son of 

Man came to seek and to save the 
lost” (19:10).

He came to save people like 
Nicodemus — suave, learned, aris­
tocratic, pious in the best sense of 
the word — but needing to be born 
from above because they, too, are 
lost.

He came to save people like the 
woman of Sychar — breakers of the 
accepted code, rebels against 

counters in a day — both “up and 
out” and “down and out” — and 
pray that God will be able to use him 
or her to make new people for a new 
day.

PLAN 2
Bring to the meeting pictures 

(clipped from magazines) of people 
of various life-styles and settings — 
people representing both the “up 
and out” and the “down and out.” 
For example: an attractive, affluent 
family; a juvenile delinquent; a mi­
grant child; a refugee from another 
country; a divorcee with small chil­
dren; ad alcoholic businessman.

Distribute paper and pencils. Ask 
group members to work in small 
groups (or as individuals) to de­
scribe each picture — whether the 
persons are "up and out” or “down 
and out” people — or both. Then let 
each group take one of the three 
Bible passages and study ways 
Jesus fit his ministry to the person’s 
specific need. Write these down.

Ask the groups also to respond to 
these questions: How welcome 
would the person(s) be if he (they) 
came to our church? What pro­
grams or activities does our church 
provide that would meet the need of 
this person? Suggest one activity 
our church could provide that might 
influence the life of the person.

Let each group report back to the 

larger group. 

established customs of morality — 
but dry and thirsty in soul, and need­
ing to drink of the water of life.

He came to save people like Zac­
chaeus — rich, hard, and cynical 
about relationships — but lonely 
and filled with self-despising, and 
needing to know they are valuable 
for themselves alone.

He came to save people like you 
and me. Wonder of wonders, he can 
make us new people. And no one 
else can.

PLAN 3
Divide members into three groups 

for study and sharing of the follow­
ing:

1. Read John 3:1-15 and the re­
lated study material. Decide on a 
contemporary parallel to Nico­
demus (for example, a college pro­
fessor). Write out the parallel and be 
ready to share it with the larger 
group. Discuss: How could mem­
bers of our church minister to this 
person? Report these ideas.

2. Read John 4:1-42 and the re­
lated study material. Describe a 
possible contemporary parallel to 
the Samaritan woman. Write the 
description and be ready to share it. 
Discuss how your church might 
react to this woman. Report.

3. Read Luke 19:1-10 and the 
related study material. Decide on a 
contemporary parallel to Zacchaeus 
(for example, a wheeling-dealing 
government official). Write out and 
be prepared to share the parallel. 
Discuss how your church could min­
ister to this person.

Call on groups to report. Discuss 
as a large group.

*Uniess otherwise Indicated, Bible verses 
are from Today’s English Version. Copyright» 
1976.
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A 
THINKING 
WOMAN’S 

\FAITH 
' Pancii UJoKtkx Pansy Webb 

Judge for Yourself by Gordon R. 
Lewis (InterVarsity Press, 1974) 
$2.95*

Is Christ the only way to God? Why 
is there so much suffering in the 
world? Is the institutional church 
really Christian? These are a few of 
the questions Gordon Lewis asks in 
Judge fog Yourself.

In the early seventies Lewis polled 
students and leaders to determine 
some of their major religious prob­
lems. From this data he discovered 

34

seven areas that seemed to puzzle 
both Christian and non-CJiristian. 
In workbook form he presents con­
temporary challenges to the Chris­
tian faith.

Each chapter is well-organized 
under five headings. First, the au­
thor states the problem. He asks 
questions related to the problem. 
The second topic deals with live 
options. In capsule form Lewis gives 
a wide spectrum of views represent­
ing various alternatives. He does not 
try to shelter the reader from unor­
thodox views.

Lewis views part three of the or­
ganization as the most significant. 
Here he lists Bible verses for re­
search. He cites the importance of 
consulting the primary source for 
accurate information. Non­
Christians who may dispute the 

^authority of the Bible nevertheless 
must acknowledge it as a primary 
document of Christian teaching. It is 
Lewis's belief that a sincere probing 
of the biblical witness will dispel 
secondhand religion and second­
hand thought. Such research may 
not result in acceptance of the Bible. 
It does require an honest evaluation 
of the primary source.

Part four of each chapter seeks to 
bring the problem to a satisfactory 
conclusion. The question is restated, 
and the learner is encouraged to 
formulate a solution.

Part five, “Relevance,” tries to 
make the conclusion personal. The 
author asks questions that relate to 
the learner's personal experience.

At the end of each chapter there is 
an excellent list of resource mate­
rial. This is intended to be used after 
the learner has fully researched the 
biblical evidence.

Lewis’s approach is not an easy 
one. The sheltered may find these 
questions uncomfortable. The cas­
ual may wish for easy answers at the 
end of the chapter. Those who are 
willing to probe their doubts may 
well be rewarded with new under­
standing.

World Mission: 12 studies on tie 
biblical basis by Ada and Ginny Lua 
(InterVarsity Press, 1976) $1.75»‘

The Great Commission, ex­
pressed in Matthew 28:18-20, li 
perhaps the mostfamiliar miNlou 
passage. The missions imperative, 
however, is not contained in just om 
passage. From Genesis to Revel*- 
tion the missions story permeate 
the Bible. Ada and Ginny Lum, fa 
their short but practical book, focut 
on this unifying themed They at­
tempt to trace the extent of Gotfi 
concern for man.

The book is organized in wort­
book style suitable for individual« 
group study. Each chapter ha* * 
general commentary of a selected 
passage, notes on problem verses, 
and questions to guide the learner 
into new understanding.

This book is obviously not In­
tended for depth Bible study. Al­
though it is simple enough to have 
wide appeal, those who study it can 
very likely expand their missions 
concept.

/ Believe in the Great Commiukm 
by Max Warren (Eerdmans 1976) 
$2.95**

The Great Commission was 
spoken nearly two thousand yean 
ago. How was it understood by those 
who heard it? How was it inter­
preted by the church in history? 
What does it mean to us today? Max 
Warren affirms his belief in his title 
In kaleidoscopic fashion he presents 
19 centuries of humanity and varied 
attempts at obedience to God’s 

command.
Mr. Warren spells it out in three 

parts. The first section examines the 
New Testament evidence. His re­
search indicates that the writer* of 
the New Testament recognized very 
clearly that the Great Commissto11 
is first of all the Person Jesus.

Part two covers historical evi­
dence from A.D. 70 to 1969. The 
author cites, for example, the fell

Jerusalem, the capture of Constan­
tinople, man in the air, and man on 
the moon. With each century he 
tries to explain events in their cul­
tural and historical context. He 
examines the strategy and tactics 
used to interpret the Great Commis­
sion. He admits to some success and

Planning the Meeting

PREPARATION: Let the group de­
cide whether to study the Lewis 
book or the Lum book. Either would 
be good for group participation. 
Suggest that members secure the 
book before the meeting and be­
come familiar with the contents.

The Warren book is good for indi­
vidual study. Have it available to 
lend.

Ask members to bring Bibles, 
paper, pencils.

For the Lum book secure a large 
world map.

STUDY PLAN: Judge for Yourself
As members arrive, ask them to 

write on slips of paper some of their 
perplexing questions related to the 
Christian faith. Collect these and 
share with the group.

Look at the table of contents. 
Decide which chapter(s) parallels 
the problem areas of the group.

Divide into small groups and re­
search the Bible verses suggested. 
Make notes as you study for report 
to the large group.

Discuss these questions with the 
large group:

1. Why do we sometimes feel 
guilty when we have doubts?

2. What are the creative aspects 
of honest doubt?

3. If we search long enough and 
sincerely enough, will we always 
find answers to our questions? Ex­
plain.

4. What is the relationship be­
tween doubting and Christian matu­
rity?

Each chapter has excellent 

much failure.
Part three looks at today and the 

missions imperative. He finds some 
optimism. There are indications of 
growing compassion and a sense of 
justice. These trends have great 
potential for mobilizing God’s peo­
ple.

suggestions for further reading. En­
courage members to look for these 
resources in the church library, pub­
lic library, or Baptist Book Store.

STUDY PLAN: World Mission: 12 
studies on the biblical basis

Have the world map in place. As 
the group arrives, ask each one to 
think of Southern Baptist mission­
aries and their locations. Write 
these individually on slips of paper. 
Use tape or pins to secure them at 
the right place on the world map.

Comment on areas that have a 
great Christian witness. Indicate 
those with little Christian influence.

If the^group is large enough, di­
vide into small groups for chapter 
work. Read the comments and an­
swer the questions after thinking 
carefully about the Bible passages.

In the large group discuss the 
following:

1. How is the missions imperative 
expressed in the passage studied?

2. How does God reveal himself in 
this passage?

3. How do the people respond to 
God’s call?

4. Is the call of missions an option 
or an imperative? Explain.

Suggest that members complete 
the book study individually.

CALL TO PRAYER
Pray for a greater awareness of 

Christian commitment. Thank God 
for his love and concern for all peo­
ple. Pray especially for missionaries 
with birthdays today.

/Believe In the Great Commission 
is not easy reading. Its 190 pages 
cover a great deal of information. It 
is helpful in presenting the person of 
the seventies in the context of his­
tory. It can shed new light on Chris­
tian discipleship in the twentieth 
century.

Book Forecast
Book* for Octobar
Under the SS Shadow by Traugott 

Vogel with Shirley Stephens 
(Broadman $6.95)*

East Wind: The Story of Maria 
Zeitner Linke as written by Ruth 
Hunt (Zondervan $6.95)**

Discretion and Valour by Trevor 
Beeson (Fountain Book, Collins & 
World $2.95)**

L’Abri by Edith Schaeffer (Tyndale 
$2.95)**

Maria by Maria von Trapp (Creation 
House $5.95)**

Books for November
Peace Child by Don Richardson 

(Regal Books $3.95)*
At the Foot of Dragon Hill by Flor­

ence J. Murray, M.D. (Dutton 
$7.95)**

Books for December
Joni by Joni Eareckson (Zondervan 

$2.95)*
An Open Book to the Christian Di­

vorcee by Roger H. Crook 
(Broadman $2.95)**

It Hurts So Bad, Lord! by Andrew D. 
Lester (Broadman $3.95)**

'Members of Round Table Book Club get 
these books automatically. Also available 
through Baptist Book Stores. *
"Available through Baptist Book Stores.
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OCTOBER

Baptiut Womnu Meetfaag: Baptists in Secular Europe 
Csnat MiaeioM Groap: Youth Work in Austria 
Bible Study Groap: The Christian’s Relationship to God 

(Rom. 8:1-2, 14-18, 35-39). Year’s theme: The Bible 
Speaks on Spiritual Growth

Rouud Table Groap: Europe (see Book Forecast on p. 35) 
Prayer Groap: English-Language Churches in Europe 
Mission Action Groap: Involved with One Another 

(individual and group preparation for doing mission 
action)

Day of Commitment to Bold Mission (Oct. 2)
Missions Night Out activities begin (churchwide emphasis 

on mission study, a two-year focus)
North American Baptist Women’s Union Assembly in 

Freeport, Bahamas (Oct. 12-16)

NOVEMBER 1

Baptist Women Meeting: Women Leaders of the Asian 
Baptist World

Carreat Missions Groap: Hong Kong Baptist
i Convention
Bible Study Groap: Growing in Self-Worth and Integrity 

(Gal. 3:26-28; 1 Peter 2:5, 9-10; 1 John 3:1-3)
Round Table Groap: Asia (see Book Forecast, p. 35) 
Prayer Groap: Korea — Servicetnen’s Centers 
Mlaaioa Action Groap: Ministering to Persons in Crisis 

— the Widowed

Foreign Mission Graded Series Study (churchwide, Nov. 
20-23). Theme: Publications — Tools for Church 
Development and Evangelism.

Baptist Women Prayer Retreat
Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer (Nov. 7). Women’s groups 

throughout the world meet to pray and bring an offering.

DECEMBER

Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions (Dec. 4-11) 
Theme: Declare!
Baptist Women will have a five-day observance.

Carreat Missions Groap: Spain Expands Witness

RESOURCES NEEDED

Guides for all activities printed in bold-face type on the 
calendar will be in ROYAL SERVICE. Every member of Baptist 
Women should receive and use ROYAL SERVICE. She needs it for 
use in meetings and for individual reading. See page 47 for 
ordering instructions.

In planning for 1977-78, officers use WMU Year Book 1977-78* 
(Baptist Women Planning Section) and Baptist Women Manual.* 
Follow suggestions throughout the year in Forecaster, leader 
section in ROYAL SERVICE (see pp. 40-41 this month).

(Please^io not write WMU, SBC, for free materials. Woman's 
Missionary Union distributes no free materials for use in study, 
prayer, or mission action meetings.)

Prayer groups need, in addition to ROYAL SERVICE, Mlulone 
Prayer Guide,* a comprehensive and detailed presentation of 
prayer activities.
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Bible Study Group: Growing In Faith and Wisdom (1 
2:11-16; Eph. 1:16-21)

Rosusd Tabla Group: Spiritual Development (see Bod 
Forecast, p. 35)

Prayer Greep: Malaysia-Singapore
Mission Action Group: Ministering to Persons in Crfafc 

Divorce

JANUARY s
Baptist Women Meeting: Churches in New Areas 
Current Missions Group: Church Extension in a

Southern Metropolis
Bible Study Group: Growing in Power and Persistence 

(Eph. 3:14-16, 20-21; Heb. 10:35-36)
Round Table Group: American Life and Need: the Sin^t 

Parent
Prayer Group: Resort Ministries
Mission Action Group: Ministering to Persons in CrWi

FEBRUARY
Baptist Women Meeting: Indian Americans 
Cansst Missions Group: An Indian My Neighbor 
Bible Study Group: Growing in Kindness and Friendship 

(Gal. 6:1-5; 1 John 3:14-18)
Round Table Group: Indian Americans
Prayer Group: Indian Americans in the Cities 
Mission Action Group: Ministering to Persons in Cmb

Home Mission Graded Series Study (churchwide, Feb. 
19-22). Theme: Lay Persons in Home Missions.

WMU Focus Week (Feb. 12-18). Missions Readathon 
awards service. Missions information exhibit.

MARCH
Week of Prayer for Home Missions (March 5-12)

Theme: Share!
Baptist Women will have a five-day observance.

Current Missions Group: Ministries to Ship Crew 
Members

Bible Study Group: Growing in Forgiveness (Eph. 
4:31-32; Matt. 18:21-35; Psalm 103:10-14)

Round Table Group: Open Heart, Open Home 
Prayer Group: Eskimo Work, Alaska
Mission Action Group: Ministering to Persons in Crisis

Bound Table groups should consider enrolling in Round Table 
Book Club, a subscription plan through which the "basic” books 
for study are available at discount prices through the mall. Foe 
more information see page 26 in June 1977 ROYAL SERVICE. 
sign up, write to Round Table Book Club, Box 24030, Nashvilk. 
Tennessee 37202. Give your name, address, and (ifyou have on) 
Baptist Book Store account number.

Mlaaioa action groups need — in addition to ROYAL SERVICE 
Special Skills #3: Helping Persons Who Grieve*; the Missies 
Action Group Guide that relates to their target group*; and th* 
other Special Skills books which members have not yet studied’ 
(for titles of the last two categories see WMU Year Book 
1977-78*).

“Mlaaiona Night Out,” a leaflet available free from your ltd* 
WMU office, explains this Bold Mission feature. MieelontNIfM 
Out Resource Booklet* gives a full range of ideas for participate 
in Missions Night Out.

Foreign Mission Graded Series Adult book Rivera of Ink and 
teaching guide are available through Baptist Book Stores.* A 
resource booklet, free for teachers of the book, is available from 
Foreign Mission Board, Box 6597, Richmond, VA 23230. Watch 
ROYAL SERVICE and other periodicals for information about 
audiovisuals available for the study.

Baptist Women's Day of Prayer (Nov. 7) planning helps and 
program content are distributed throughDfrneneion (see p. 38). Or 
767038 C°PV ^°m ^r8 R Mathis, Baylor University, Waco, TX

retreat content material and guides will appear in 
November ROYAL SERVICE. Helps for the Baptist Women portion 
olthe Bold Mission Churchwide Prayer Retreat will be in the April 
1978 issue of ROYAL SERVICE. Additional helps for prayer 
retreats are in Miuione Prayer Guide.*

APRIL
Baptist Woman Mooting: Health-Care Ministries in

Nigeria
Current Missions Group: Ghana’s Indigenous Baptist 

Work
Bible Study Group: Growing in Truth and Honesty (Rom.

13:3-8; Eph. 4:15, 25-29)
Round Table Group: Africa
Prayer Group: Work with Women in Liberia
Mission Action Group: Ministering to Persons of

Different Life-styles

Bold Mission Churchwide Prayer Retreat. Theme: Career 
Missions

Bold Mission Prayer partners Project (AprilrSept.)
Direct Evangelism Training (April-Sept.)

MAY
Baptist Women Meeting: Making the Gospel True for 

Indonesians
Current Missions Group: Theological Education by

Extension, Indonesia
Bible Study Group: Growing in Gratitude and Generosity 

(2 Cor. 9:6-12; Col. 3:15-17)
Round Table Group: Southeast Asia
Prayer Group: Medical Work in Indonesia
Mission Action Group: Ministering to Persons of

Different Life-styles

JUNE
Baptist Women Meeting: Why, Who, How — the Career

Missionary
Current Missions Group: The Missionary’s 

Relationships
Bible Study Group: Growing in Concern for the Lost (2

Cor. 5:17-20; 1 Tim. 2:1-6)
Round Table Groap: Spiritual Development
Prayer Group: Career Missionary Stages
Mission Action Group: Ministering to Persons of

Different Life-styles

WMU Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia (June 11-12) 
Southern Baptist Convention, Atlanta, Georgia (June 

13-15) (Pleaee turn page.)

Homs Mission Graded Sortos Adult book The Leaven and the 
Salt and teaching guide are available through Baptist Book . 
Stores.* Watch ROYAL SERVICE and other periodicals for 
information about audiovisuals available for the study.

WMU Focus Week (Feb. 12-18) information and plans will tje 
provided in Dlmunakra (see p. 38) and ROYAL SERVICE.

Bold Mission churchwlde prayer retreat plans will appear in 
April ROYAL SERVICE.

Bold Mission Prayer Partners project plans will be provided 
month by month in ROYAL SERVICE. y

Direct srangsllsss training materials will appear in ROYAL 
SERVICE, April through September. (Please turn page.)

ROYAL SERVICE • SEPTEMBER 1977 37



JULY *
Baptist Woaiaa M««tiag: My Comfort Touched by Want
Carraat Mlastoaa Groap: Only the Concerned Need 

Apply
Blbla Stady Groap: Growing in Love (Eph. 3:14*19; 1

Cor. 13:4*8; 1 John 4:16*19)
Roaad Tabla Groap: The Third World
Prayer Groap: Baptist Weekday Ministry in an Eastern 

US City
Mission Actios Groap: Ministering to Persons of 

Different Life-styles

Study of The Seeking Woman I Am: Christian Meditation 
for Today by Nell Tyner Bowen

WMU Conference, Glorieta Baptist Conference Center, 
Glorieta, New Mexico (July 8-14)

AUGUST
Baptist Women Meeting: East Merges with West

(Eastern religions and other influences in the US) 
Carraat Missions Groap: Asian Churches in the US 
Bibla Stady Groap: Growing in Joy and Peace (Phil.

4:4-9; Heb. 12:1^1-14; James 3:17-18)

Ronnd Table Groap: Aslan Influences in America 
Prayer Groap: Japanese Baptist Churches in theUR 
Mission Action Groap: Ministering to Persons of I

Different Life-styles

Study of Baptist Women Manual
WMU Conference, Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Cafe 

Ridgecrest, North Carolina (Aug. 5-11)

SEPTEMBER
Baptist Women Meeting: Doing It; Their Way in Key 
Carreat Missions Groap: Health and Social Mintaria

Tanzania
Bible Stady Groap: The Goal of the Christian's Gnat 

(Rom. 8:18-21; Eph. 4:13-16; 1 John 3:2)
Roaad Table Groap: Spiritual Development
Prayer Groap: Uganda
Mission Actioa Groap: Ministering to Persons of 

Different Life-styles

Season of Prayer for State Missions and State Minion 
Offering (in most states)

The Seeking Wosia I Am: Christina Meditation for 
Today may be studied in a retreat setting. Suggestions will be 
provided in Forecaster, ROYAL SERVICE.

State Mission Season of Prayer materials (in states where this 
emphasis takes place) are sent from state WMU office.

GENEKAL RESOURCE MATERIALS

Dimension, quarterly magazine for WMU officers and other 
church leaders, provides help for all churchwide WMU activities. 
Price, $3.50 a year. Order from Woman’s Missionary Union. 600 
North 20th St., Birmingham, AL 35203. Single copy, 90 cents. 
For subscriptions outside the US, add 75 cents for postage and 
handling. One- and two-year subscriptions available. Alabama 
subscribers add necessary sales tax. Allow six weeks for renewal, 
new subscription, change of address.

Foreige aad Hoas Missloe Board Free Materials. Write to 
both mission boards for their listings of materials. Study each 
listing carefully and order only what your organization will need; 
in most cases, one copy of an item will be adequate. Make 
requests early, allowing several weeks for orders to be filled.

Write Foreign Mission Board Literature. P.O. Box 6597, 
Richmond VA 23230 for “Yours to Tell the Story” and 
"Resources for Missionary Education.”

Write Home Mission Board Literature Distribution, 1350 
Spring St., N. W, Atlanta GA 30309 for a list of free materials and 
a list of audiovisuals.

Home Missions, Home Mission Board magazine. $3.50ayta 
Write Circulation Department, Home Missions, 1350 SpringK 
N.W.. Atlanta GA 30309.

World Mission Journal, periodical for Baptist Men, protfta 
up-to-the-minute missions news. $3.00 a year. Write UbrW 
Mission Journal, Brotherhood Commission, 1548 Poplar Arant 
Memphis TN 38104.

Missionscope — four quarterly cassette tapes with hoots 
missions and foreign missions material. Content is planned tai 
missions curriculum topics in mind; this means your BapM 
Women may share the tapes with other missions organization! 
your church. $11.40 for four quarterly cassettes, each withe 
minutes of missions material. Order from Missionscope, | 
Audiovisuals Department, Home Mission Board, 1350 Spriof 
St., N.W., Atlanta GA 30309.

Mieaioaary Album, photos and biographical informationoad 
Southern Baptist foreign missionaries. $4.50 through Baptit* 
Book Stores. Also. Missionary Album \911 Supplement, $l.R

Mission Action Projects Guide for Baptist Women and 
Baptist Young Women* provides background information aad 
activity suggestions for many short-term activities that 
undertaken by an organization.

HOW j 
TO

HELP
DRUG

\BUSERS

$ How often have you been frustrated 
M-' in encountering an alcohol or other 

drug problem? Does the problem in 
general and in particular overwhelm 
you?

I Here is a simple plan to help.
I There’s only one catch: Ministering 
I to people who are messed up with 
I drugs cannot be accomplished by 
I Christians who are impatient to 
I get-up-and-go-do-something with- 
I out studying and developing special 
I skills.
I Step 1: Secure for each group 
I member a copy of Mission Action 
I Group Guide: Alcohol and Drug 
I Abusers ($1.50 through Baptist 
I Book Stores; use order form, p. 48).
I Step 2: Look at what the book 
I offers; study its outline and begin to 
I decide how you can use its contents.
I (1) The first brief section reviews 
I the basics of mission action group 
I work.
I (2) “Personal Preparation Ac-
I tions” (pp. 7-13) is for use by indi- 
I viduals before they begin group 
I study.
I (3) “Orientation Actions” (pp.
I 14-31) provides a solid base of in- 

TW format(on about drug abuse; this 
11 content should be studied by the 

group.
| (4) “Survey Actions” (pp. 32-34) 
i helps a group make contact with the 
I needs in its community.
U (5) “Planning Actions” (pp. 
I 35-36) outlines the steps the group 
I takes in planning what it will do.
I (6) “Activities” (pp. 37-42) 
" suggests several specific ap- 
R proaches.

(7) “In-Service Training Actions” 
I (pp. 43-51) offers helps for the group 
I as it continues to learn while doing.

Mission Action Group

(8) “Sharing Actions” (pp. 52-54) 
suggests ways group members can 
evaluate and share their experi­
ences.

(9) A resource list and an appen­
dix of terms conclude the book.

Notice how much of the book is 
devoted to helping you get ready to 
minister and witness. These prepa­
ration actions are not “busy work” 
— they are essential for effective 
ministry and witness. Do not short­
change this preparation.

Step 3: Get together as a group 
and decide your course of action. 
Allow at least a week for each 
member to work through the Per­
sonal Preparation section.

Choose one person to direct the 
group in orientation study. Deter­
mine how many group meetings will 
be needed for this study; when the 
meetings will be; and how long each 
meeting will last. Consider asking a 
community leader in the field of 
drug abuse to meet with you for one 
session.

Stop 4: You will find that this 
ministry involves a long-term com­
mitment. To be effective, the group’s 
work must be ongoing. If necessary, 
form a new mission action group. 
Even two or three people can ac­
complish a great deal. Don’t hesi­
tate to begin a group just because a 
small number is interested.

Stop 5: Keep calling yourself 
back to the basic motivation for this 
work — God’s love, patience, and 
forgiveness. Pray often as a group 
and as individuals that God will 
guide you to act as channels of his 
love, patience, and forgiveness tq 
persons in desperate trouble.

The Codbmieelon, Foreign Mission Board magazine, $3.50 a 
year. Make check or money order payable to The Commission, 
P.O. Box 6597, Richmond VA 23230.

'Available through Baptist Book Stores. Use order form, 
48.
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Aline Fuselier

Officers Council
Meeting Agenda

Use Baptist Women/BYW Record, Report, and 
Planning Forms* to record plans.

Outgoing Council:
• Participate in training for groups.
• Conduct continuous leader training.
• Plan recognition for individual reading.
• Plan for homebound members.
• Complete reports.
• Conduct an evaluation of study experiences.
• Plan publicity for September Baptist Women 

meeting.
New Council:

• Plan communication with pastor.
• Complete annual planning.
• Complete enlisting of officers.
• Have officer manual study. ■

New Officers

Coreiasrereicat* with Pastor
Plan a conference with the pastor and the new 

council members. Provide a period of informal fellow­
ship when the pastor can share his hopes for Baptist 
Women. Provide time for each officer to communicate 
her ideas, feelings, and goals.

Aaaaal Planning
Annual planning should be completed during Sep­

tember. If the new Baptist Women officers have not 
studied the Baptist Women Manual,* do this in 
connection with annual planning. As you study about 
teaching missions, plan activities for teaching mis­
sions. Do this for each task.

Use WMU Year Book 1977-78* to direct annual 
planning. Each officer should have a Year Book. Ask 
each officer to study the “Planning Baptist Women 
Work” section (based on the achievement guide) 
before the meeting, find items she is responsible for, 
and hate some ideas ready to suggest.

Include planning for the Week of Prayer for Foreign 
Missions during annual planning.

40

Enlisting Officers
To nominating committee: The time has pasted fa 

electing officers. If your Baptist Women officers at 
not elected, you are late.

The Baptist Women president is elected by th 
church. If the president did not receive the Baptta 
Women/BYW Officer Orientation Kit for the Pre* 
dent* before she was elected, she should get one nos 
and use each sheet before proceeding further.

The Baptist Women nominating committee needs 
the appropriate officer orientation kit for use to 
enlisting each officer. Follow the suggestions on each 
sheet and proceed accordingly.

Officers include: president, secretary (optional), 
mission study chairman, mission action chairnm, 
mission support chairman, and a leader for end 
group that you have.

Officer Monreal Stredy

If study of the Baptist Women Manual* was not 
done in connection with annual planning, it is time to 
have a study for incoming officers.

Follow the teaching helps (page 72) in the manual
After the officers are elected, set a date and time fa 

study. (Check to see if WMU council is planniof 
WMU-wide study.) Give each officer a manual before 
the study. The president will guide the study. Ead 
officer should come prepared to participate.

Copies of ail Baptist Women materials should be 
available for the study. See the list of materials Is 
WMU Year Book 1977-78. Each officer needs a copy 
of ROYAL SERVICE (see “Ordering Materials and 
Magazines,” page 41).

Outgoing Officers

Training in Grorepa
Ask group leaders to remain for ten minutes afar 

the full Baptist Women council meeting.
Existing groups do not usually change at the end of 

a year. Group leaders may not change either. Ttw 
planning process continues. Even if the group leader 

■ changes, the ginning process does not need to be 
I Interrupted.
I Using the planning charts on pages 23 and 24 in 
I Working In a Missions Group,* evaluate the work 

done by your group.
Make a list of suggestions for better work by the 

group for the next year. Use them in planning for the 
year.

Coatirereorea Lreadrer Training
Designate ten minutes in officers council for this 

activity.
This may be the last meeting of this Baptist Women 

officers council. Some persons may serve on the 
council next year, in the same or in different offices.

If at any point during the year the officers set goals, 
evaluate progress made. Determine which of these 
goals you would like to share with the new council.

Whether or not you set goals, make a list of 
important things you have learned that would be 
helpful to the new council. Give this list to the new 
president. Ask her to share it with the new officers, 
and help her know how to utilize the information. 
Spend time letting each officer express her feelings 
about her year as an officer.

Each officer may wish to write a letter to the person 
who will succeed her.

Spend time reading the names on the prayer 
calendar and praying for the missionaries (see pp. 
42-48). Let each officer share concerns. Spend time in 
prayer for these interests.

ladlvidreal Reading
Allow ten minutes in the Baptist Women meeting 

for a simple recognition service of persons wh^are 
participating in missions reading. (Do not attempt to 
determine who has done the most reading.)

Ask one or two persons to give a brief testimony of 
what the reading has meant. Present a sign-up chart 
for use. As persons read a book or pamphlet ask them 
to indicate this on the chart.

Urge women to continue reading. Point out that 
Missions Readathon terminated in February during 
WMU Focus Week. Awards will be given to persons 
who participate.

Hoaiaborend Mrereibrer*

As soon as new officers are elected give a list of their 
names and telephone numbers to homebound mem­
bers. Ask them to call each officer and offer prayer 

support to that person.

Racorda ared Report*

Annual reports are due October 1. The president 
compiles them and gives them to the Baptist Women 
director (or WMU director if you have no Baptist 
Women director).

Reports are made by groups each month to the 
organization. Baptist Women/BYW Record, Report, 
and Planning Forms* are made on work outlined in 
the Baptist Women Achievement Guide.

Monthly reports go from the organization to the 
Baptist Women or WMU director.

Evalreat* Stredy Experience*

Duplicate the following evaluation questionnaire 
for use in the general meeting.

EVALUATION QUESTIONNAIRE
Evaluate study sessions—in Baptist meeting and in 

groups — during the last six months. Circle the 
appropriate answer.
Yes No Were study sessions long enough?
Yes No Were study sessions too long?
Yes No Did you learn at least five facts related to 

home missions?
Yes No Did you learn at least five facts related to 

foreign missions?
Yes No Have study sessions motivated you to 

participate in follow-through activities?
Yes No Did you use Call to Prayer as a part of the 

study sessions?
As an officers council tabulate the evaluations. 

Determine what needs to be done to help persons to be 
in a position to check yes.

This evaluation, conducted by the outgoing officers 
council, should be used by the new council.

Publicity for Baptist Woretn Moating
Cut letters out of newspapers. Give the name of the 

study for September — “Church Planting in the 
Philippines,” the date, time and place for the meeting. 
Place the poster in a strategic place in the church.

Ordering Material* ared Magazine*
All WMU magazines are ordered only from 

Woman’s Missionary Union, 600 North 20th Street, 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203. Remittance of check 
or money order must accompany each order. Allow 
six weeks for delivery. ROYAL SERVICE costs $4.00 per 
year. For subscription outside the US, add $1.50 for 
postage and handling. One- and two-year subscrip­
tions are available. Alabama subscribers add neces­
sary sales tax.

Order all other WMU materials from your Baptist 
Book Store. Give correct and complete titles when 
ordering. See order form on page 48 in each issue of 
ROYAL SERVICE.

Your state office has a few free materials like 
Baptist Women enlistment folders. See WMU Year 
Book 1977-78* for the correct mailing address in your 
state.

*Availab!e from Baptist Book Store. See order form, page 48.
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Pearl Stainkuahler

Gill 
TO 
PMYER

1 Thursday Galatiaaa 5:1743
Michael and Marsha Key are foam 

summer home missionaries who bsga 
a new evengeltsm work in Frestk 
speaking Togo, West Africa, In 1975. 
Pray for this work and the Keys, who at 
parents of two preschoolers.
Geaaa E. Craaahaw, Indian, Florida 
Mra. Victor Orta, Spanish, Oldahom 
Fraah Wheeler, director of rural.

urban missions, New Mexico 
Mra. Wiliam ■. Bates, Jr..

tion, Hong Kong
Mra. Carl W. Bechtold, home ad 

church, Liberia
Mra. Charles K. Gardner, home mi 

church, Taiwan
Doan Harlan,* publication, Vast- 

zuela -~n
Michael H. Key, Jr., preaching, logo 
Mra. Janea P. Kirk, home and

church, South Brazil
Mra. Edmoad B. Mooes, home and 

church, Rhodesia
Mra. Daniel R. O'Dell, home and 

church, Guadeloupe
J. Eugene "Droop, dorm parent. North 

Brazil
Mrs. Nornaan W. Wood, home and 

church, Zambia

2 Friday John 15:12-17
“We want to ask you to pray for the 

Baptist women of Korea,” requests Sha­
ron (Mrs. Jack) Everhart. “They an 
studying English in preparation forth 
Asia Baptist Women’s Conference 
which will meet in Seoul in 1978. 
Women missionaries are teaching small 
classes of Korean women so they caa 
communicate with women from other 
countries.”
Elias L. Goloaka, internationals, New 

York
Mra. Panl L. Hayes, church extension, 

California
A. Jane Jones, interfaith witness, 

Texas
Ruben Pena, Spanish, Texas 
Ventura Robleta, retired, Texas

Missionaries are listed on their birthdays 
An asterisk (*) indicates missionaries on 
furlough. Addresses of missionaries in 
listed in Miaaionary Directory, free from 
Foreign Mission Board Literature, P.O. 
Box 6597, Richmond. VA 23230. or Is 
Home Miaaion Board PeraonneI Directory, 
free from Home Mission Board Literatim 
Service. 1350 Spring St., NW. Atlanta. GA 

30309.  

jirr^* H. Smith, Jr., weekday minis­
try director. New York

C. I. Board, English language, Taiwan 
Paulette CroesHm, journeyman, edu­

cation. South Brazil
Mra. Jack D. Everhart, home and 

church, Korea
Mrs. Robert L. Harris, home and 

church, Bermuda
Jsmaa D. Haualar, maintenance,

Paraguay
Mrs. James W. Hawkins,* women’s 

work, South Brazil
Herman P. Hayes,* preaching, In­

donesia
Mrs. R. Cecil Moore, retired, Chile
A. Baajamla Oliver, retired, Brazil,

Angola
Kenneth G. Robertson, preaching, 

Senegal
Mrs. John A. Witherspoon, home 

and church, Argentina

3 Saturday John 15:1*11
Pray for Anna Clark, who lost her 

husband, Harold, just last February. At 
that time the Clarks were stationed in 
Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia. Mrs. 
Clark transferred to Singapore. Ask for 
strength for her in this time of transition. 
Mra. Jose B. Garcia, Spanish, Texas 
Howard Johnson, retired, Texas 
John D. King, pastor, Colorado 
Paul Lkopfar, Indian, New Mexico 
Mra. J. Oacaur Lumpkin, Christian

social ministries, Florida
David Richardson, deaf, Alabama 
Mra. Jack 9. Branan, home and

church, Philippines
Mrs. G. Harold Clark, home and 

church, Malaysia
Mra. Michael H. Claadaaaa, home 

and church, Taiwan
B. P. Emanuel, English language, 

Japan
BflHe F. Fudge,* preaching, Korea 
Albert W. Gammage, education,

Korea
Mra. John A. Gray, home and chprch. 

Upper Volta
Mrs. William O. Hern, home and 

church, Lebanon
Bodaey R. Irby, preaching, Chile 
Mra. Ray A. Verm, home and church,

Paraguay

4 Sudsy John 16:29-33
Charles and Indy Whitten have just 

returned to Spain from furlough. The 
Whittens treasure your birthday 
prayers. They credit your prayers with 
saving Charles’ life and sustaining Indy 

the children through an automobile 
accident which happened on Charles’ 
birthday in 1959. What miracle will your 
prayers accomplish today?

Manuel Alania. Spanish, Texas
Mrs. Bobby M. Cob, Christian social 

ministries, Texas
Lawrence R. Martin, National Bap­

tist, Louisiana
Molaaa Padilla, Spanish, Texas 
Michael A. Roberta, Spanish, Iowa 
Mr*. Mario* L. Corl.,.* religious

education, Colombia
W. Ralph Davis, education, Ghana 
Mrs. Leslie Edwards , secretary, Gaza 
Mrs. Paul D. Lae, Jr., home and 

church, Spain
Ernest C. Pippin, general administra­

tion, Argentina
Jon D. TUliaghast, doctor, Yemen 
Charles W. Whitten, preaching,

Spain

5 Monday Colossians 1:9-14
Parilee and James Tidenberg, Nai­

robi, Kenya, are part of a Mission whose 
role is changing to more of a partnership 
in which Kenyans take increasing initia­
tive in all facets of Baptist work. Pray for 
smooth transitions in a time of change. 
Bruce Conrad, Indian, Utah 
Isidro Crus, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Evan F. Holmes, metropolitan

missions, Minnesota
John F. Pats, director of metropolitan 

missions, Indiana
G. Frsderick Back, preaching, In­

donesia
R. Les Bivins, agriculture, Israel 
Ralph T. Bowlin, education, Rhodesia 
R. William Hayas, preaching, Mexico 
Mrs. William R. Holt, home and 

church, Togo
Mrs. Robert V. Myers, home and 

church, Panama
W. B. Sherwood, retired, Brazil
Mrs. James G. Tidenberg, home and 

church, Kenya
Pauline White, retired, Brazil

6 Tuesday Titus 3:1-6
As a Woman’s Missionary Union field 

worker in the Kumasi area of Ghana, 
Marjorie (Mrs. Eugene) Verner meets 
with the women in churches, in camps, 
and in associations! gatherings. At the 
Ghana Baptist Seminary she teaches 
homemaking and hygiene courses to 
the students’ wives and also serves as 
school nurse. Pray she will have 
strength to meet the daily demands of 
life.

Barnas, deaf, Missouri 
O. W. Efurd, Jr., pastor, Hawaii 
Mrs. J. O. Holt, retired, Texas 
Jamas A. McAlaaca, Christian social 

ministries, Massachusetts
Mrs. Dorao Maclal, Spanish, Texas 
Jamas R. Markham, weekday minis­

try director, Louisiana

Tucker N. Callaway, education^
Liberia

Fredrick E. Day, preaching, Surinam 
Robert J. Hall, education, Nigeria 
Mrs. L. Parkes Marler, home and

church, Guam
Virginia Miles, nurse, Indonesia
Mrs. W. Eugene Verner, home and .

church, Ghana

7 Wednesday Psalm 167:1*6
Josephine (Mrs. T. B.) Stover was 

widowed while serving as a secretarial 
missionary for the Baptist Publishing 
House in Rio. She remained in Brazil 
giving full time to office work at the 
Mission headquarters. “My birthday 
falls on Brazil’s Independence Day,” she 
writes. “Pray that the message of the 
Saviour will be received by Brazilians 
and that Brazil will become a righteous 
nation moving forward under God’s 
leadership.”
Mra. Lionel G. Chaddick, Christian

social ministries, California
Mra. David Garza, Spanish, Arizona 
Lula F. Gomes, Spanish, New Mexico 
Mra. Bert Langdon, metropolitan

missions, California
Rebecca Whorton, center director, 

Louisiana
Earl E. Jolley,* preaching, Argentina 
W. Harold Matthewa, education,

Philippines
Mra. Eugene A. Moore, home and 

church, Tanzania
Paul C. Moatallar, preaching, Thai­

land
Darrell F. Oaborne, doctor, Nigeria 
Hoyt M. Roberta, preaching, Hon­

duras
Mra. T. B. Stover, secretary, South 

Brazil

8 Thursday Galatiaaa 2:16-21
“The doors for spiritual advance have d 

never been more open than they area 
today in the Philippines,” writes Grover 
Tyner, Jr. This openness has come about 
because churches, the Philippine Bap­
tist Convention, and missionaries put 
priority on the winning of people. Each 
Baptist is encouraged to lead another to 
Christ, and each church is challenged to 
start a new church. Support this deter­
mination in prayer.
Mra. Jamas Chiu, Chinese, California 
Lyuu Eckabargar, Christian social

ministries director, Texas
Thomaa F. Haudaraon, Spanish,

Texas
Abraham Larma, Spanish, Texas
Mra. Kaaaath R. Lyla, metropolitan 

missions, New York
Mrs. William H. Smith, Christian 

social ministries, Washington, D.C.*
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Mrs. Manuel Urbina, retired, Texas 
Mrs. L. Bynum Akins, home and 

church, Taiwan
William P. Andrews, preaching, Chile 
Mrs. Charles W. Cole,* home and 

church, Indonesia
Mrs. Marion G. Gray, Jr.. education, 

Southern Africa
Urban L. Green, preaching, Ghana
Mrs. Mlltoa A. Lltes, home and

I church, Taiwan
Mrs. Pawl C. Siebenmann,* home 

and church, Dominican Republic
Mrs. William H. Thomaston, home 

and church, Nigeria
-'Grower F. Tyner, Jr., education, 

Philippines
Mra. G. Thomas Wade, Jr., home and 

church, Kenya „
Mra. Leon 8. White, home and 

church, Argentina

9 Friday Colonlau &S-14
Betty Hart was first a home mission­

ary in New Orleans. In 1964 she went to 
Chile as a social worker. She goes to 
different neighborhoods, gathers 

crowds of children, and teaches about 
Jesus. She uses her hobby of operating a 
ham radio to help in emergencies. Pray 
for Miss Hart and those she touches for 
Christ.
Mra. Emilia T. Barry, retired, Califor­

nia
H. M. Kim, Korean, New York
Mra. Michael A. Roberta, Spanish,

Iowa
Mrs. Thomae Storrie, deaf, Florida 
John Pawl Vsndercook, Jr., interna­

tionals, Mississippi
Mildred Womack, Christian social 

ministries, Florida
John D. Divers, social work, Argen­

tina
Mrs. James M. Gayle, home and 

church, Indonesia
Betty Hart, social work, Chile 
Billy W. Holloway, preaching, Kenya 
Charles P. Love, preaching, Guyana 
Carol Patterson, journeyman, music,

Guam
Mrs. Charles W. Shirley, home and 

church, Argentina

IS Saturday 1 Corinthians 9:19-
27

Have you resolved to pray regularly 
for the North Central Missions Thrust? 
This is the effort in seven states (Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Minnesota, Wis­
consin, and Michigan) to double South­
ern Baptist work between now and 1990. 
Pray specifically today for Paul Higgins, 
Decatur, Illinois; and make yourself a 
reminder to pray often for these seven 
states.
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James D. Back, pastor, Alaska
Pawl D. Higgins, director of met­

ropolitan missions, Illinois
Edith P. Lawreace, director of church 

extension, Massachusetts
W E. Parker, Jr., Spanish, Texas 
Bobart Edward Parrish, deaf, Arkan­

sas
Mrs. William Perkins, National Bap­

tist, Alabama
Jose Reyes, Spanish, Florida
Leland Wanes, Spanish, New Mexico 
Mrs. Samuel B. Worley, church ex­

tension, California
William R. Anderson, medical, 

Ghana
W. Neville Ciaxon, preaching, Benin 
Mrs. Clifford H. Dawe,* home and

church, North Brazil
Mrs. Thomas A. Jobss, home and 

church, Kenya
Mrs. Raymond V. Lindholm, home 

and church, Ethiopia
Keith L. Ollphint, general administra­

tion, Tanzania
Mrs. Danny M. Pan ter, home and 

church, Togo
Mrs. Milton O. Womack, home and 

church, Hong Kong

11 Sunday Psalm 1:1-6
“Patience to deal with trivial house­

hold matters” is a prayer need shared by 
Elaine (Mrs. Jim) Harvey, Bandung, 
Indonesia. She also asks prayer for 
discernment and diligence in her as­
signment to write a programmed text for 
use by Indonesian seminary students. 
“Through the use of programmed mate­
rials and a weekly meeting with a 
teacher we are able to train more stu­
dents in more places than with a campus 
approach only.”
David Anguiano, Spanish, California 
Clyde Hart, retired, Arkansas
Mra. Lester Patterson, Indian, Ok­

lahoma
Robert F. Crider, preaching, Spain 
Mra. Jimmy L. Harvey, home and

church, Indonesia

12 Monday Psalm 119:23-40
Pray for Judy and Ron Bodenhamer, 

new missionaries in Ethiopia. “The 
language is so difficult, but we don’t 
have to learn it in our own strength. 
Thank you for prayers. Thank you for 
birthday cards and letters. Being away 
from everything familiar has made us 
depend more on Him.”
Mrs. E. Darrell Evenson, metropoli­

tan missions, Oregon
Mrs. Ciro E. Garcia, Sr., Spanish, 

Texas
Mrs. Harold Hitt, language missions, 

Oregon

Mrs. Eugene Krieger. Christian » 
clal ministries, Kansas

Mrs. Luis Mendiola, Spanish, To« 
Petru Popovid, Romanian, C aliform 
Mrs. Connie Rudd, National Raww

Mississippi
D. E. Strahan, director of rural.urbu 

missions, Wisconsin
Mrs. Harold W. Wilcox, migrant, 

Georgia
Mrs. Robert E. Beaty, home sad 

church, Rhodesia
Dale E. Belgkle, veterinarian, 

Ethiopia
Mrs. Ronald D. Bodenhamer, hoax 

and church, Ethiopia
Mrs. L. R. Brock, Jr.,* education, 

North Brazil
Ralph V. Cal cote, preaclring, Japan 
Richard H. Kinney, business adminfc-

tration, Switzerland
Mrs. William C. Mason, home and 

church, India
John L. McNair, education, Spain
Mrs. Dewey E. Mercer,* home and 

church, Japan
Frances Pendley, nurse, Yemen
Michael M. Shockley, preaching, 

Ghana
Harold H. Snuggs, retired, China
Amanda Tinkle, retired, Nigeria 
Frank Woodward, retired, China,

Hawaii

13 Tuesday Luke 6:43-49
As Missionary Involvement Coor­

dinator for the Mexico Mission, William 
Gray is busy with Baptist Book Stores in 
Mexico City, Torreon, and Guadalajara. 
He also works at “Coffee House Uno” in 
Mexico City. Pray for the outreach of 
Christian literature.
Ray Gilliland, Christian social minis­

tries director, New York
Cliffford Home, center director, Ten­

nessee
Mrs. G. Frederick Beck,* home and 

church, Indonesia
Mrs. T. Eugene Dubberly, home and 

church, Uruguay
Mrs. Walter J. Ethredge, home and 

church, Togo
Thomas W. Graham, music, Japan 
William H. Gray. Jr., preaching,

Mexico
Jane Herrin, journeyman, medical, 

Philippines
Mrs. Robert V. Roberts, home and 

church, Panama
Mrs. Rhomas D. Robuck, home and 

church, South Brazil

14 Wednesday 1 John 2:1-11
Martha Sue Lingerfelt (Mrs. Lany) 

Baldridge is an MK who is now a hotw 
missionary doing Christian Social 
Ministries at Pippa Passes, Kentucky.

She requests prayer for more workers in 
their church and that their church will 
grow In numbers and in dedication. As 
you pray for Mrs. Baldridge, pray also 
for her husband whose birthday is Just 
four days away on September 18.
Mrs. Lawrence E. Baldridge, week­

day ministry, Kentucky
Dwale R. Lar amors, director of met­

ropolitan missions, Michigan
Janss A. Griffin, director of met­

ropolitan missions, Kansas
Earique Pina, retired, Florida 
Barbara G. Siddle, Christian social 

ministries consultant, Maryland
Jack L. Gentry, general administra­

tion, Taiwan
Glean E. Hickey, education. North 

Brazil
Mrs. Vernon M. Hoaldridgs, Jr., 

home and church, Israel
Dale C. Lindstrom, agriculture. Ven­

eq uela
Miaaie McIlroy, retired, Argentina 
Michael R. Norfleet, preaching,

Taiwan
Lowell C. Schochler, preaching. 

North Brazil
Peter J. Tcherneshoff,* preaching. 

South Brazil
Carol A. Veatch, Jr., preaching, 

Bahamas

15 Thursday James 1:17-25
“The weakest link in the literature 

chain is how to get it distributed,” says 
Laverne Gregory, book store adminis­
trator for Baptists in Mexico. Christian 
literature is vital in church growth and 
development since the printed page can 
help a new Christian grow long after the 
missionary is gone. Pray that better 
means of distribution will be developed. 
Mra. Loren B. Ames, metropolitan

missions, Michigan
Mra. Sinforoso Barrera, retired, 

California
Mrs. James C. Brinkley, Baptist 

center, Maryland
Mrs. C. Autry Brown, Christian social 

ministries, Colorado
William Campbell, National Baptist, 

Tennessee
Charles W. Cress. Jr., director of 

church extension, Illinois
froy Kathryn Cunningham, Baptist 

center, Virginia
Billy 8. Jones, Indian, Oklahoma 
Donald T. Moore, Spanish, Puerto

Rico
Mrs. J. R. Parker, retired, Texas
Mrs. Jesse George Senter, met­

ropolitan missions, Indiana
Wfllla. p. Carter, Jr., education, 

Chile
*'• Willl.a D. Carp. home and 

church, Ethiopia

Mrs. Robert J. Daugherty, home and 
church, Japan

Mrs. Paul D. Early, home and church, 
Bahamas

William W. Graves, field representa­
tive, Caribbean

L. Laverne Gregory, religious educa­
tion, Mexico

Verleno Jackson, journeyman, secre­
tary, Chile

Frances Knigkt, women’s work, 
Nigeria

Mrs. Robert M. Parham, retired,
Nigeria

Duane B. Partin, preaching, Equato­
rial Brazil

Robert H. Sherer, preaching, Japan 
Betty Smith, education, Equatorial

Brazil
Mrs. Hugh G. Smith,* home and 

church, Malaysia
Mark A. Sutton, preaching, France 
Glen M. Swlcegood, construction. 

North Brazil
Mrs. Thomas A. Waddill, home and 

church, Zambia

16 Friday Romans 6:11-18
Soon Shelby Smith will have worked 

himself out of a job as pastor of the 
largest Baptist church on Antigua. A 
young man who surrendered to the 
ministry under his leadership will have 
completed his education and return to 
the island to pastor the church. Pray for 
Mr. Smith as he moves on to other 
responsibilities.
Mrs. Audlsy Hamrick, Indian, New

MexicOs
Pedro Hernandez, retired, Arizona 
Mrs. Reynaldo Leal, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. William J. Murray, rural-urban

missions, Ohio
James R. Warren, director of rural- 

urban missions, California
J. Bruce Bannister, Journeyman, 

business administration, Zambia
Everett R. Burnette,* social work,

Senega]
Hubert K. Clark, Jr., journeyman, 

education, Kenya
Eugene M. Cross, preaching, Philip­

pines
Mrs. William E. Goff, home and 

church, Venezuela
John D. Smith, student work, In­

donesia
Shelby A. Smith, preaching, Antigua 
Jack E. Tolar, Jr., doctor, Nigeria 
Wilma Weeks, religious education,

Indonesia

17 Saturday Hebrews 5:1-10
Ted and Mary Stanton, who both have 

birthdays in September, are newly ap­
pointed music missionaries to Argen­
tina. Pray for them and their three 

children (Jeffrey, 11; Alisa, 10; and Eric, 
5) as they learn a new language and 
adjust to a new culture.
Frank M. Alonso, retired, Arizona 
John William Blake, Indian, Utah 
Mrs. Dalton Edwards, Indian, New

Mexico
Mrs. Hector Hernandez, Spanish,

Texas
Lepe Rando, Spanish, Oklahoma 
Mrs. Leonard Sigle, retired,

Washington
James R. Wyatt, retired, Texas
G. Claylan Coursey,* preaching,

Kenya
E. Philip Langley, education',

Rhodesia
Pauline Parrish, religious education, 

Chile
Mrs. Gene A- Phillips, home and 

church, France
James K. Ragland, education, Leba­

non
Mrs. Ted O. Stanton, home and 

church, Argentina

18 Sunday Deuteronomy 9:1-6
J. B. and Ina Durham opened Baptist 

work in Upper Volta after 20 years of 
service in Nigeria. They found them­
selves in a society in which evangelical 
Christians were an oddity and Baptists 
unknown. They established a Baptist 
Center, a correspondence course, and a 
theological education by extension 
course. A Baptist Rural Training Center, 
publications, radio and TV are future 
goals. “The field is open,” Dr. Durham 
says. “Now is the time to work.”

Lawrence Edward Baldridge, 
pastor-director, Kentucky

Jndy Chin, US-2, Christian social 
ministries, New York

James Leigh Clark, pastor, Alaska 
Wiley Heaton, retired, Arizona 
Galen Irby, director of rural-urban

missions, Washington
Harvey Duane Ivey, pastor. New Jer­

sey
Mrs. Artie Leo McDaniel, Jr., Chris­

tian social ministries, California
David Matthews, National Baptist, 

Louisiana
Mrs. Kent W. Balyeat, home and 

church, Argentina
Mrs. Richard D. Clement, home and 

church, Ecuador
Walter E. Craighead, retired, 

Romania, Paraguay
J. B. Durham,* mission administra­

tion, Upper Volta
Mrs. Earl E. Jolley,* home and 

church, Argentina
Maryin Moore, social work, Italy 
Edward W. Nelson, Baptist Spanish

Publishing House, El Paso, Texas
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Mr*. J. W8»o<Rom, Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House, El Paso, Texas

H. Eldon Sturgeon, preaching, 
Mexico

Cecil L. Thompson, education, 
Argentina

Charles C. Worthy, preaching, Israel

19 Monday Psalm 94:11-23
Lome Brown specializes in “the 

medicine of poverty" as he treats pa­
tients at five medical clinics based at 
Baptist churches in Kenya. Each clinic 
is a combined agricultural project, 
health and nutrition education center. 
Each is almost self-supporting. Dr.

- < Brown is convinced the church-based 
_>clinic is the best approach for the future

of medical missions. Pray for the 
Browns on her birthday today.
Mrs. Jonas Dyspn, Indian, Ok- 

lahoma
Mrs. Pablo Lovers, Spanish, Texas 

| Jorge A. Martinez, Spanish, 
" Louisiana

Marcos A. Ramos, Spanish, Florida 
Mrs. S. L. Richmond, National Bap­

tist, Mississippi
Israel V. Rodrlgaez, Spanish, Texas 
Mrs. Lome E. Browns, home and

church, Kenya
J. Edwin Horton,* education, Kenya 
Irvin L. Northcntt, education, Peru 
Marvin R. Reynolds, preaching, 

Botswana
Mrs. P. Vaughn Roos, home and 

church, Kenya
Mrs. Lewis R. Smith,* home and 

church, Hong Kong
S. Wayne Wheeler, preaching, Hon­

duras
29 Tuesday John 1:14-18

C. B. Lewis is a teacher-missionary at 
Natchez College, teaching National 
Baptists in Mississippi howto be pastors 
and leaders among the black people. 
Pray for Mr. Lewis as he works in the 
classroom and through the Baptist Stu­
dent Union to develop stronger Chris­
tians and churches.
Mrs. Cland T. Cunningham, Jr.,

church extension, Kansas
C. B. Lewie, National Baptist, Missis­

sippi
H. M. Liechty, retired, California 
Byron Lutz, church extension. New 

York
Mrs. Michael R. Rector, weekday 

ministry, Ohio
Annette Hall, nurse, Jordan
J«ese L. Kidd, preaching. South

Brazil
Robert T. McEachern,* preaching, 

Korea 9
Mrs. Van G. Newman, home and 

church, Chile 
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Wendall C. Parker, preaching, 
Guatemala

Ted O. Stanton, music, Argentina
Mre. Jere A. Wilson,* home and 

church, South Brazil

21 Wednesday Romans 5:18-21
"Ed, my husband, is busy about his 

work as home missionary in Oklahoma 
City," writes Fay Onley. "I care for him, 
our children, and our home. I give him 
prayer and moral support and assist him 
as the need arises. Pray for me and my 
family as we pursue God's will in our 
lives, as we serve him humbly and faith­
fully, rearing our children and minister­
ing to the needs of others."
Mrs. Ronald Hefner, Christian social 

ministries, Wyoming
A. Hilton Lane, church extension, 

Arkansas
Mrs. Michael Odlyzko, retired, New 

York
Mre. E. Edward Onley, Jr.. Christian 

social ministries, Oklahoma
Bobby E. Allen, preaching, Indonesia 
Karen Brandon, women’s work, Zam­

bia
Mrs. W. Mack Barries,* home and 

church. Singapore
Mrs. Ronald W. Hunt, home and 

church, Liberia
Mrs. Charles W. McClelland, home 

and church, Rhodesia
Colleen Porter, journeyman, educa­

tion, Dominican Republic

22 Thursday Ephesians 2:1-18
“We rejoice in evidences that God 

continues to call out great Nigerian 
Christian leaders,” writes Shirley Gunn, 
librarian for the Baptist seminary at 
Ogbomosho which has the largest 
theological library in West Africa. "Re­
member to pray for our seminary — the 
faculty, the staff, the students. Thank 
you for your part in our labors together 
for the Lord’s work.”
Mrs. Fred Joe Baker, metropolitan 

missions, Ohio
Howard D. Blalock, Sr., youth and 

family services director, Georgia
L- Leon Clay, Spanish, California 
Mrs. Roy E. Godwin, metropolitan 

missions, Maryland
Warren J. Jones, National Baptist.

Louisiana
Jams* Mark McAllister, pastor­

director, Massachusetts
Donald E. Brake, education, 

Paraguay
Mrs. James D. Crane, home and 

church, Mexico
Shirley Gann, education, Nigeria

Mrs. David M. Park, home au 
church, Philippines

Mrs. Kenneth H. Watkins, home« 
church, Paraguay

28 Friday Hebrews 4:9-18
Archie and Julia' Jones work witk 

Quechua-speaking Indians in the anal 
village of Tambo, Ecuador. Pray fa 
these Indians who have faced penso- 
tlon and bloodshed because of tfa 
faith in Christ. Pray for the missionary 
who are struggling to provide adequate 
leadership to an ever-increasin| 
number of new Christians.
Frank Claiborne, director of met­

ropolitan missions, Kansas
Lloyd B. Hales, Christian social 

ministries director. North Carolina
Andrew J. Taylor, pastor, Alaska 
Paul R. Whitaker, Indian, Oldahona 
Michael H. Clendenea, education,

Taiwan
Richard C. Dickerman, religious ed­

ucation, Ecuador
Mrs. Wilborn C. Hoglen, home and 

church, Venezuela
Mrs. Archie V. Jones, home and 

church, Ecuador
W. Ronnie Reynolds, preaching, 

Argentina
Mrs. Calvin Y. Sarver, home and 

church, Ghana

24 Saturday Titus 2:7-15
Pray for Janie and Rob Sellers, new 

missionaries now beginning their work 
in youth evangelism in Indonesia after a 
delay in receiving visas to enter the 
country. During the wait, they fulfilled a 
temporary assignment in the Philip­
pines.
James Hnso, Indian, New Mexico 
Charles R. Ward, weekday ministry 

director, Ohio
Mrs. Donald L. Bliss, home and 

church, Kenya
Mrs. Donald L. Davis, home and 

church, Uruguay
John W. Monroe, dentist, Rhodesia
Mrs. Robert P. Sellers, home and 

church, Indonesia
Lucy Smith, retired, China, Japan.

Hong Kong
Mrs. Craigs A. Steele, home and 

church, South Brazil
Edith Vaughn, social work, North 

Brazil
Jerry B. White. education, Korea

25 Sunday 1 Corinthians 1:1845

Wilma (Mrs. Milton) Leach, a ml*- 
sionary homemaker in Puerto Rico, 
makes contacts for Christ through her 
neighbors. She uses her high school 

music training to lead her church choir. 
Pray that her willingness to serve will 
continue to bring glory to Christ.
Mrs. Ronald L. Farrow, Baptist 

center, Arizona
Armando Ginard, Spanish, Florida

I Mrs. Joha V. Hunter, Hungarian,
California

Mrs. Milton S. Leach, Spanish,
Puerto Rico

Bonnie K. Bostick, preaching, Kenya 
LUlie Mae Hundley, retired, China,

Hawaii, Lebanon
Gail P. Joule, religious education, 

Paraguay
Edward L. Smith, preaching, Bots­

wana
Nancy Smith, journeyman, education, 

Jordan
26 Monday 2 Corinthians 12:7- 
18

Linda (Mrs. Tjoen An) Thio works with 
her pastor husband in the Indonesian 
Baptist Mission in Corte Madera, 
California (which meets twice monthly) 
and University Baptist Church of Oak­
land. Pray for the church as it ministers 
to the deaf, senior citizens, blacks, and 
Asians, and lends its facilities to a Ko­
rean mission. Pray for Mrs. Thio as she 
cares for her 5 children ranging in age 
from 11 through 17.
Mrs. D. D. Cooper, retired, Ok­

lahoma
Mrs. Elliott Leitka, Indian, Oklahoma

Know a Knowbody?
She knows about missions because 

she reads WMU missions 
magazines.

A Knowbody also is a Dobody.
She nurtures other Knowbodies by 

introducing people to WMU 
missions magazines.

She wants them to be 
missions-minded.

Set your own Dobody goal:
1 will see that___WMU members

(age 6 and older) have and use at 
least one WMU magazine.

How do you do it?

Plan places where WMU magazines 
can be found and read (work with 
your WMU director and media 
center (library] director).

Find out who in your church is not 
getting a WMU magazine.

Mn. D.via McKmu., Indian, New 
Mexico

Mrs. Ronald L. Rogers, Christian 
social ministries, Maryland

Cbrispin F. Smith, National Baptist, 
Louisiana

Mrs. Tjoen An Thio, Indonesian, 
California

Malcolm R. Webb, Jr., deaf, Missis­
sippi

Mrs. Joe G. Autry, home and church, 
Korea

Mrs. Billy L. Bullington, home and 
church, Togo

Billy L. Bullington, education, Togo
Daniel H. Burt, Jr., preaching, South 

Brazil
William E. Goff, preaching, Venezuela
Mrs. Harry J. Harper, Jr., home and 

church, Colombia
Hazel Moon, nurse, Nigeria
G. Keith Parker,* education, Switzer­

land

27 Tuesday Isaiah 40:21-31
Marjorie (Mrs. E. McKinney) Adams, 

Fredonia, New York, has three prayer 
requests: "discipleship groups — that 
we will learn to be pleasing to God; choir 
program — that people will use their 
talents for God’s glory; radio program — 
that God will continue to bless this 
ministry.”
Mrs. E. McKinney Adams, church 

extension, New York

Make a list and talk to your Baptist 
Women or WMU director about 
subscriptions for each person.

Be a Dobody.

Dimension is for WMU officers, the 
pastor, and other church leaders. 
$3.50 per year

ROYAL SERVICE is for all Baptist 
Women members and officers. All 
women in your church would 
benefit from reading it. $4.00 per 
year

Contempo makes missions vital and 
personal for the young adult 
woman 18 through 29. Be sure all 
Baptist Young Women members 
receive it. $4.00 per year

Accent speaks the language of 
Acteens, girls 12 through 17 who 
study and live missions. $4.00 per 
year (Accent, Leader Edition, 
$4.00)

Mr*. Panl C. Ball, Sr., retired. South 
Carolina

Mra. David R. Campos, Spanish, 
Colorado

C. David Claybrook, evangelism 
intern, Illinois

Gregory Gomez, Spanish, Puerto 
Rico

Adolfo Moreao, retired, Texas 
James K. Underwood, Spanish, New

Mexico
Mildred Cagle, secretary, Kenya 
Mrs. John D. Divers, education,

Argentina
Mrs. Barney R. Hutson,* home and 

church, Argentina
Hugh T. McKinley, education, 

Rhodesia
William L. Morgan, preaching, South 

Brazil
Mrs. J. C. Powell, retired, Nigeria ■ 
Mrs. D. F. Stamps, retired, China,

Hawaii

28 Wednesday Hebrews 11:32- 
40

Marion (Bud) Fray, Jr. is field repre­
sentative for six countries on the south­
ern end of Africa. “I serve 110 mission­
aries as pastor and help them with their 
planning to seek to correlate the Baptist 
work in Rhodesia, Botswana, South­
west Africa, Angola, Mozambique, and 
Madzgascar.” Pray for the safety of 
missionaries in these countries.

Discovery is geared to activity- 
oriented first- through 
sixth-graders called Girls in 
Action. $3.00 per year

Aware, for leaders of GA, is 
prepared in coordination with 
Discovery to provide teaching 
helps and resources. $3.50 per 
year.

Start is the magazine for leaders of 
Mission Friends. Every teacher 
and leader needs it. $3.50 per year

All WMU magazines are ordered only 
from Woman’s Missionary Union, 600 
North 20th Street, Birmingham, 
Alabama 35203. Remittance of check ox 
money order must accompany each 
order. Allow six weeks for delivery. For 
subscription outside the US, add $1.50 
for postage and handling on ROYAL - 
SERVICE, Contempo, Accent, and 
Discovery ; add 75 cents on 
Dimension, Aware, and Start. One- 
and two-year subscriptions are 
available. Alabama subscribers add 
necessary sales tax.
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W. C. Carrasco, Spanish, Texas 
J. D. Holt, retired, Texas
Mrs. Agaado Saachax, Spanish, 

Florida
Jack Bogers Smith, director of 

rural-urban missions, Pennsylvania
Mrs. David B. Warraa, Indian, Ok­

lahoma
Mrs. C. F. Clark, Jr., home and 

church, Japan
I Daalel B. Cobb, preaching, Thailand 

Marioa G. Fray, Jr., field representa­
tive, Southern Africa

Mrs. Wyatt W. Lee, nurse, Mexico 
Wade H. Smith, religious education,

North Brazil
M«lvia A. Walls, retired, Zambia

29 Tharsday Colossiarn 1:9*14
“A few years ago on my birthday we 

were feeing a crisis. God sent the answer 
that very day,” writes Jo Ann (Mrs. 
Eldon) Sturgeon, mother of four 
daughters between the ages of 16 and 
22. She requests, “Pray for the Central 

| Baptist Association in Mexico; my hus­
band is general coordinator. The as­
sociation has recommended that each 
church have a goal of organizing one or 
more churches between 1975 and J980. 
Pray each church will respond to this

Mrs. Domiago Ibarra, Spanish, 
Texas

Mrs. David Morgaa, rural-urban mis­
sions', Arizona

Mrs. Avarly Loa Sayar, weekday min­
istry director. New York

George S. Wassily, Arabic, New York
Arils A. Watsoa, director of rural- 

urban missions, Maryland
David G. Bradford, maintenance, 

Korea
Mrs. Harry E. Byrd, home and church, 

Guatemala
Mrs. W. Ralph Davis, home and 

church, Ghana
Jeaa Dickmaa, doctor, Gaza
Bobert A. Hampton, preaching. 

North Brazil
Mrs. Beginal A. Hill, home and 

church, Trinidad
Mrs. H. Eldon Stnrgeon, home and 

church, Mexico

challenge.”

39 Friday Zechariah 4:1-10
Just returned to Mexico after a six- 

month furlough, Sarah (Mrs. James M.) 
Short hopes to use the information and 
experience she gained in hospital auxil­
iary training in Houston. Pray for her.
Richard Bracket, US-2, Christian 

social ministries. New York
Alejandro Leal, Spanish, Texas

churc1' —ti

Hanan S. retired, Haa.li 
Mra. Daalal Hlwara, SpaiHah. fe, 
Mlchaal Saaamara, director ofiwa 

urban mission,. Naw Mexico
Jaaaaa L. Walkar, director at art. 

ropolltan missions, Michigan
BUI, Walla, weekday minim, 

Washington
Mre. Gregory L. Whitetree, Chrir 

tian social ministries, Iowa
Emmett A. Barnes, education, Leb*. 

non
Mrs. Horace F. Berns, home sad 

church, Rhodesia
Mrs. Gene A. Clark, home end 

church, Japan -x
Mrs. Leslie W. Davis, home end 

church, Bahamas
Haylock, preaching, 

Dominican Republic
Mrs. Jokn B. Hill, home and church, 

Nigeria
Mrs. Earl E. Langley, secretory, 

Taiwan
Elliott Manferd, business adminlstn- 

tion, Chile
Mrs. Zebedee V. Moss, home and 

church, Africa
Mrs. James M. Short, Jr., home end

church, Mexico

Name­

The song goes: "And the big 
wheel runs by faith, And the little 
wheel runs by the grace of God."

Second verse (with apologies 
to Ezekiel): "And the big wheel 
runs for GAs. And the little wheel 
rounds up lots of Acteens. And 
takes them to meetings, and 
mission studies, and 
conventions, and mission action 
projects. And keeps on rolling 
along!"

The letter goes: "I really don't 
deserve any credit. All I did was 
carry a load of girls to work In a 
mission Sunday School.”

But God caused something to 
happen because Kate Higdon 
let the wheels of her car run by 
faith.

It all began when Mrs. Higdon 
was a young housewife In

Decatur. Alabama. She 
employed Elizabeth, a black 
teenager, to help care for her 
two little girts. One day she 
asked Elizabeth where she went 
to church.

Elizabeth told her that every 
Sunday afternoon somebody 
came down to teach Sunday 
School In Oklahoma, the section 
of Decatur where she lived.

So It happened that because 
Mrs. Higdon loved Elizabeth, she 
decided to help In the Sunday 
School. Mrs. Higdon, her two little 
girls, and several YWAs (Young 
Womans Auxiliary was the 
predecessor ot Baptist Young 
Women) started going down 
every Sunday afternoon to help 
with the Bible teaching.

They met under a tree. It was 
under that tree that one of Mrs. 
Higdons little girls, Martha, 
accepted Christ as her Saviour.

later, Martha heard GodS Call 
to serve as a Southern Baptist 
missionary In the Dominican 
Republic. She Is serving there 
today with her husband. Arthur 
Haylock.

It was under that tree that Lena 
Harvey, one of the YWAs, felt 
GodS call. Today she and her 
husband are serving as 
missionaries In Africa under the 
Sudan Interior Mission Board.

It was under that tree that
another YWA, Nell Prosser, 
dedicated her life to vocational 
Christian service. Today Nell 1^ 
the wife of Dolphos Price, an 1 
Alabama pastor.

Mrs. Higdon says. "I wasn't the 
YWA leader I only took those 
girls back and forth. But meeting 
needs right at home made those 
girls aware and gave them O 
desire to dedicate their Ilves to 
God." Then she adds again, “I 
don't deserve any credit.”

But somebody had to make 
those wheels turn, Mrs. Hlgdqn. 
The really big wheels In minding 
the future are those women gf 
vision who have the faith to 
"keep 'em rolling."



The 
Picture I 

Didn't Take
Catherine Allen

I want to tell yon about the most fantastic sight I saw in 
Africa. I should hAvc a picture worth 1,000 words to 
capsule the sight into one easy dose. But this is the story 
of the picture 1 didn’t take.

Really, I’m surprised at tnysclf. I lugged 40 pounds of 
cameras and film on my shoulder just to record every 
rare impression. Yet when the rarest came, I couldn’t 
bear to put u lens between it and me.

I was touring Sanyati, Rhodesia. It was hot and 
primitive enough to live up to my fondest missions 
fantasies, yet friendly and comfortable enough not to 
stun me.

At dinner I sat beside Dr. Frances Greenway, medical 
and nutritional innovator. Somewhere between soup 
anti nuts Frances asked Dr. Wana Ann Fort to drop by 
the hospital to help with a particularly bad ease.

Soon as good manners would allow, Frances and 
Wana .Ann slipped out. I tagged along, camera In hand. 
Wana .Ann went to see the special ease while Frances 
and I made the nightly rounds of wards. Sleepy Africans 
unused to high beds had pulled their mattresses to the 
floor where they could snooze securely. Dozens of 
memorable scenes, but the light was too poor for 
photos.

When we got to Dr. Forth examining room, I saw the 
ultimate missions picture. Beautiful, talented woman 
pediatrician and WMU leader bending over a dying 
patient. A male. Paper-thin parched reddish skin 
wrinkled over gaunt bones. Eyes staring out of a wasted 
face full of unspeakable sorrow and pain.

Can you see the picture? The ingredients added upto 
a shrunken old man. But it was a baby, nearly two years 
old, they said. It did not even look human to inc. Wrong 
shape, color, size, all wrong. So horrid that only shock 
kept my stare riveted on him.

“Hcrck your classic ease of malnutrition,” said Dr. 
Greenway. “He has never had a day of decent nourish­
ment. It’s a wonder he has survived.”

Ah. ha! Now to snap the picture to show all the folks 
back home in one simple frame why we arc in the 
humanitarian side of missions. But my hands were 
frozen. I was too ashamed of my overfed self in the 
prcscnc<*of tills disaster. Not only could I not lift 
camera, I couldn’t swallow, blink, breathe.

“Get hold of yourself,” I scolded myself. “Tills Is 
routine. The missionaries don’t get all clammy when 

they see malnutrition.”
But I was wrong. A flood ofcmotion radiated fromthi 

doctors. Wana .Ann measured, weighed, and tested th< 
child with infinite tenderness. Frances talked soft!; 
with the mother.

The mother! Stupid, ignorant woman! I stopped to 
glare at this heartless witch who had starved her chile 
to the brink ofdeath. Why hadn’t she scavenged food for 
him? What a relief to transfer all my shame and shod 
into hateful accusation.

Here was my picture. I decided to snap it when 
Frances Greenway began he r lecture on mashing beans 
and raising rabbits. Before I could set the camera, 
though, the picture changed. Tears trickled down the 
passive face of the mother. She shook with soundless 
sobs.

“Tills mother has done a re markable Job caring for hei 
baby.” commented Wana .Ann as she shook her head 
sadly over the little body. “Most women would have 
given up.”

Frances patted the mother. Both doctors questioned 
her sympathetically and offered comfort. I knew I 
should be getting all this on film. But by now 1 couldn't 
decide exactly what to photograph. Too many images.

Our doctors’ eyes saw a picture vastly different from 
my first impression. They saw a baby with birth defects, 
a culture that favored a quiet and early death, a mother 
who secured cow’s milk at frightful price to dribble 
down a resisting throat, a fierce instinct to survive even 
without necessities, a network of Christians who got the 
pair to a bush clinic, u mission nurse and pilot who 
rushed them to Sanyati, an opportunity to Introduce 
hope into a hopeless situation.

Well, I Just couldn’t intrude on that woman’s misery 
with a camera. Anyway, Wana Ann and France- might 
have bounced me for defiling the sanctity of human 
dignity they were laboring to preserve.

If I had used my camera, you might now be look mg at 
a duplicate of those starving children that pee mt of 
secular magazine ads. That might have given ■■ u an 
incomplete impression. The truthfulness of si ving 
children pictures depends on whose view, who- cam­
era, whose focus, whose response.

Mm. Allen Is assistant t<> the executive director, WornanU Mission. nlon, 
SBC. with special responsibility for personnel and public relation*


