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MISSION FACT-FINDER

IF YOU HAD

$13,000,000

TO GIVE TO HOME MISSIO
MINISTRIES, HOW WOULD
YOU DIVIDE IT?

_. Support of
mussionaries and field
ministries

Evangelism
projects with students,
youlh, in aties, new
areas, traning for lay
witneéssing, supporting
state secrelaries of
evangelism in pioneer
areas

Church
exiension

Christian Social
Ministnes in Baptist
cenlers, for youth and
family services and
hiteracy mussions

Language
missions which provide
wark with eight ethnic
groups, nternationals,
and munistry through
literature, radio-TV, and
conferences

Interfaith
witness

Natiunal
Baptiss missionaries
youth workers, campus
minisines, camps and
assemblhies, conferences,
speci | projects

8 Chaplaincy
ministries provide
chaplain al Mayo clinig,
onentations and
conferences, minstry to
military personnel
Associational
mMissions
Speaal projects
like language WMU
Inerature, student
SUMMer MISSINAries,
WMU assistant in new
areas, scholarships and
work grants, small church
evangelism
Advance in
critical areas lo carry out
the Bold Mission
commitments to Mission
Service Corps and the
Home Mission Board
objectives
® Letevery person in our land
have an opportunily to hear
and accept the gospel of
Jesus Christ

® [el every persan in our
land have an opportunity
to share in the witness and
ministry of a New
‘lestament tellowship af
believers

THE ANNIE ARMSTRO!

EASTER OFFERING
GOAL. $13,000,000

KEY to actual FIMB proje
allucations.

DN W —

$9.163,000
5,000
$2.000.000
$1.404,000
$3,000,000
$185.000
$449. 000

. $100.008

$1,3R0.000
$1.837.000
$2,000,000
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“But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles”

Isa. 40:31a

h,

' and missi
valunteer Ruth Bozeman works In her
kitchen, acaled to wheslchalr helght by her
huaband,

A WHEELCHAIR
WITH

EAGLES’
WINGS

ELIZABETH McMANUS

A woman in » wheelchair g
on a Christian Service Corp.
mission? What could ahe dy o
two-week volunteer conatrugiy
project in Indiana?

limmy Dabbs, CSC coordis|
for Alabama, was very doybilel
about accepting the app!lcationy
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Bozeman of
Monigomery after he learned of
Mrs. Bozeman's handiﬂp_ Belog
long, he was to learn that his do
were unfounded. Being a polo
vichm whose are

oughout the Liniled States. The
slunteers assist Missionary
ssonnel on short- or long-term
1wjects which the missionaries
aanot carry out alone

InJune, 1977, the Bozemans were
sked 10 go to the Highland Lakes
ssembly of the Baptist state
onvention in Indiana with a CSC
am from Alabama. The men were
o complete wark on the Alabama
abin, 40 named because the entire
anstruclion has bepn dane by

limited by a wheelchair might s
an unsurmountable ohatacle o
some people. Bul to Ruth Bozema
i is no more than a slight
inconvenience, as she goes abwi
her daily activities, serving the Lo
as she goes.

The Bozemans first became
acquainted with Christian Servie
Corps through their love of
camping. As members of Campa
on Mission, a Home Mission Board
organization, the Bozemans had
found an effective way of shatie
thew faith with others whom tey
met on trips in their mabile hom,
During one of the twice- yearly
Campers on Mission rallies, the
Bozemans heard of Christian
Service Corps activities.

1 had been active in WMU,
mission action and mission ahey
but [ only knew abaut mission
from a diatance,” says Mrs
Bozeman “"Ray and i feltil was s
time to experience whai missie
was really all about So we wrok
Mr Dobbs and volunteered ow
vacahion time for the Chriatian
Service Carps.”

A program of the apecial mistio
mimistries of the Home Mission
Brard, the Christian Service Ca
is designed to involve laypersam
volunteer mission service

I from that state.

The women in the group had
Beveloped their own plans. Ruth,
lang with Mrs. immy Dobbs, Mrs
i D. Knowlton, Montgomery, and

ts. Gordon Cunway, Clanton,
ad beert in touch with Q. Thomas

inods, director of Brotherhood

nd camp development for the

diana Siate Convention. They
ad indicated that they did not wish
0 sit around and twiddle their
lumbs while their husbands

ctked on the building Mr Woods
ssured them there would be plenty
o them to do.

Marhnsville, a town located
hcut lwenty miles from the
ssembly grounds was chosen as a
kood spol for The women to conducl

backvard Bible study. Debbie
fock, 2 high school senior. and
pandta Fussell, a state government

‘arker who came from Alabama
ith the Bozemans would assist in
¢aching A member of the
fartinsville Baptist Church offered
et yard as the Bible study site.

Tuesday moming, the group
passed outinvitations and talked to
Prople on the streets inviting them
trome lo1he backyard Bible study.

That alterncon nine children
‘ime. The next moming thete were
[2present By the end of the week,
some 29 children. ranging from
ROYAL SERVICE « MARCH 1078

preachaolers ta eighth graders had
been involved in Bible study,
Scripture memorization, singing,
and recreation.

Ruth waa nol actively involved
in the teaching program itself. The
terrain and the difficulty ot
transporting her from their motor
home 1o Martinaville was tao much
forthe women to handle. Howaver,
her contributions to the effarl were
unmintakable.

Each aftermoon (and on into the
night il need be), Sandra, Debbie,
and Ruth planned the nexl day's
program maierials Ruth made
charts, posters, puzzles —
whatever was needed to carry oul
the teaching procedures decided
upon. Debbie and Sandra also
wrote scripts each day for their
puppels. Nency and Tum. Leona the
Lion, and Squeaky the Mouse. The
puppels were a big hit with the
children. They were used in recall
activitRs and i reinforcing material
learned the previous day.

“It was really a leaming
experience for me.” said Deblne I
just did not realize how many
peaple have not yei heard about
Jesus | came to realize that it was
my responsibility to let Cod’s love
show through me . [t was an exciting
week.” Sandra shared the same
feelings. 1 learned so much from
the children.” she added.

And through itall, Ruth was their
encourager. “One of the greatest
blessings of the whale experience
was the privilege of cbserving
Debbie and Sandra as they grew in
their awareness af others’ needs.’”
said Ruth. “"Their awn spiritual
lives were enriched and their prayer
lives deepened.”

Ruth is ane who knaws the
impartance of prayer, according to
her pastar Emary Green. “Paralysis

from palia twenty five years ago
has tegted and tried her taith. She
has been in the dark and dreadful
places and Gad hasled her through
them into the sunshine ~ He added,
“Should there come a time in my
life when | need special prayer,
Ruth Bozeman would be the one |
would ask to pray for me. She hasa
deep and vital prayer hife "

fimmy Dobbs tells of one
experience with Ruth's prayers
during the consbruction proje<t m
Indiana. "' A ternfic starm was
gathering, as we were putting the
cabin root in place. Working
frantically, it seemed that we would
nat finish in time. Heavy clouds
hovered. but no rain fell until the
last nails were hammered inlo
place. Then, as if by a signal. the
clouds burst, and torrents beat
upon the new roof,” recalled
Dobbs. Later, the men were lalking
about the uncanny timing, and
Ruth confided that she had been
praying as hard as she could for the
rain to hold until they completed
the rant "She was truly our prayer
warrior,”” Dobbs explained [ tell
the power ot her prayers many
times that week ™

What does Ruth Bozeman da
when she is not a volunteer
missionary? She works full-time as
job-estimator for a heating and
air-conditioning company: she
sews, though not as much as she
did when har children were
younger.

All these activities are made
much easier for Ruth by the loving
support and the carpentry skill of
her husband. He has scaled dawn
the kitchen cabinets and surface
caoking units for easy accessibility
fzam a wheelchair. He has made a
bright sun room to house Ruth’s
plants. A primary interest nf both

E




life is made to work b

Ruth and Ray is the single adult
department of Dalraida Baptisi
Church in Monigomery Their
involvement doesnt end on
Sunday morning after Sunday
School. They also sponsor social
activities and act as 'family” for
theic department members

“Ruth and Ray's service to their
Lord comes sn naturally and freely
that one forgets Ruth isina
wheelchair,” explained Rev
Green.

Ruth’s own testimony puts it this
w

ay: ¢

“When did | take my hands off
and give God the reins of my life? )
wasin a hospital room that fmet my
Saviour face-to-face. Close to

‘

' < e - '
Students Sandrs Pusscll und Debbie Moch discusa plans for the next
dayh backyard Bidle study with the Bazemnans.

midnight, | tossed restlessly not

knowing that come morning 1
woukd be completely paralyzed |
was trying to pray, not seeming to
gel through. Suddenly Iwasable to
pour oul my heari to Cod as 1 had
never done before. My Saviour sat
by my side and held my hand jusias
surely as it he had been there in
physical form. in that moment |
surrendered my lfe completely to
God. If he wanted 1a 1ake me, 1 was
teady; butif it was his will that [ stay
on this earth, then [ wanted anly to
serve wherever, however, and in
whatever physical condition he
thought best. 1learned that night
the meaning of prayer, and through
thal experience, | have leamned that

when it followa the will of Gof

“Ray and [ agree that my phyg
condition presents no probles,
we know we can do all thing
through Christ who strength
His grace is sufficient. We hov
never allowed a physical 4
to become a handicap ar o
our way of life to be anythiag
normal for us or the children,

“Whenever | hear someone
“I'm doing the best | can unda
cirzcumstances,’ instinchively | w
to ask, ‘What are you doingu
the circumstances?’ Rather thal
circumstances limit or hindet o
from living a full live, | have
considered them as an opportu
for the Holy Spirit to lead men
graw through the grace of God
to lead a more abundanily full
spiritually rich life than f evet
dreamed possible

“‘Truer words were naver spok
than when my pastorsaid that
blessed with polio, but only by
God and [ know how blessed”

[ A WORD FROM MIKE

ROBERTSON about Christian
Service Corps:

YOU are needed! Every yex
many requests for volunieen i
unfilled. It doesn'i take an
extraordinary person 1o seree,
someone who is willing 1o lel G
use his life. You can go fora
tinve, aralifetime You can go#
or 83 parl of a group. Don't walld
it now! It will change your life.]
write Mike Robertson, Christi
Service Corps, Home Mission
Boatd. 1350 Spring Street, N-W.
Atlanta, GA 30309.

Mes U A McManus also wnte &
Accent, the WMU magazine for Acke
She ia  free-lance wnter and worke W
Acleens in Mon(gomery, Alsbame.
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SPRING
CLEANING

“ Miciam 1. Robinson

Letting the house get this way was
pasy and comparatively
unnoliceable. But after a winter of
“holing in”* and ""stacking up.”
there comes the first, always
unexpected, glowing spring day
beaming its spotlight on 2 flusry,
messy. cluttered house Itis an
aceumaulation of day-after-day
neglecting to put this away
sometime, or throw this outina day
or iwa, o I'll try this recipe
sometime when we have guests, or
note: Get John to mend this chawr.
At this time of year there is much
stirring about at The House You
Live In What is going on in Tr!e
House That 1s You? For you, spring
can be a new beginning. Look at

yourself in the light of God's love
and sn the mirror of his Word. What
in you needs cleaning up. washing,
airing out, discarding, renewing,
rearranging. painting, scrubbing?

Have you and your family ever
tried doing spring housecleaning to
the accompaniment of Bible study
under the leadership of the Haly
Spitit? Could there be any maore
effective spring tonic?

with this goalin mind, takea new
jook a1 some familiar Scripture
passages, and think about them as
you and your house experience
spring cleaning.

p"DEn'l you Ifm:w thet your body

is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who
tives in you and who was given to




you by God?" (1 Cor. 6:19a TEV) *
How frantically you clean house
when you receive word of guests on
the way. 8ul God livesinyou. Heis
not just a visitor. (You will feel his
presence neitherin your church nor
your home except as he is in you.)
Over and above your skill al cake
baking, or the handmade rug and
draperies you own, can others see
Jesus in you; in the home where you
and yout family live? Paul prayed
for the Ephesians “thal Christ will
make his home in your hearts
through faith”” {Eph. 3.17 TEV)."
How cluttered the houst gets and
how quickly Sunlightand Sonhght
point up the necessity to; Throw
some things away From the House
That You Live [n, throw away hose
that don't maich, gadgets thal are
broken and despainng of reparr,
slale foods thal clutter the pantry
shelves, the rag rug that Aunt Susie
made and everybody stumbles
over, Jumor’s lirst-grade school
projects (1hat you are saving for
your first grandson. who will nol
want them), a chair that cannot be
mended
From the House That 1s You,
what may need Io be discarded or
renovated? Petly, peevish atiitudes
that you have long londled are an
irfitation to othets and certamly of
novalue to yourself. Olcourse they
make excellent pacifiers for self-pity
ur hypersensitivily to unintentional
slights: "She has aever invited me
10 her houss * “"The children have
no idea how much lime 1 spend
<leaning up their mess  If this
poor me”" bit has become 2 habit
wilh you, vou will misst. But God
will help you to begin replacing this
attitude with one more positive.
"Rid yourselves. then. of allews];
no more lying ar hypocrisy or
jealousy or insulfing language™ (1
Pet. 2:1 TEV) * Pulinta the
imanerator all gossip — the shaning
of halt-truths with mahcious intent
Discipline and Pray for yoursell,
that you may nol be guilty of living
in the “kickahve mood '
Other thimgs need tobe rearranged or
adiusted: In the House That You Live

6

In. this might include reorganizing
things in the cabinets and closets
where the classification code seems
to have been wrecked. Regroup the
fumniture, reposition the piclures on
the walls (if the wallpaper will not
reveal their former placement)

In the House That Is You,
dispositions need to be adjusted
Anger 1$ no sin if it is properly
motivated and focused Anger al
yourself tot yielding to sin is noble
and leads to confession gnd
newnessoflite Angerandjealousy
directed loward the one who
received a promotion that you
wanted but did nat get is childish
and despicable, whatever 1he
reason

Hypocnsy {pretense thal is a lie}
15 a sign af emotional weakness.

“Wisdom from above is full
of compassion it is free from
prejudice and hypocrisy” (James
3:17 TEV)." It is much harder to
pretend to be, than 10 dig 1n and
achieve or become. For instance, try
being a happy family instead pf
only posing as one.

Pride, if coupled with humility
and related 10 the blessing of being
achild of the King, is jusiifisble. But
itht is born of egotism and
selfishness, a1 is obnoxious.

‘God resists the proud, bul
gives grace 1o the humble'  James
46 TEV)*

“Duo not be proud, but accep
humble dutres” (Rom 12.16 TEV] "

There are things that need to be airea
aut

In the House That You Live In
the very air ilself needs to be
changed. Open wide the windows.
Letthe blankers and winter clothes
Auff and flop in sunshine.

A poet praved that God would
send canyon winds 1o sweep
through hus soui [s that what you
need? Hang out your ghevances for
the breath of the Holy Spinitto blow
away, as aresult, your life wall emil
the fragrance of holiness You wili
experience a new outlook on hie,
renewed faith in God. in other
people, and yourself

OurLord, inheaven, is prepanng

a place for us. In the intetval,
Holy Spirit stays with us to maky
ready for our Losd’s retumn, By
himself promised, “ You know
because he remains with yoy

in you. You will not be lefialong, |
and because 1 live, you also wi
live” (John 14:17-19 TEV) *

Let God put a song in your b
as you daity keep your house dy
for the Lord — both the housey
live in and the house you are,

Spring can be 2 new beginmey

‘Bible verues Irom Tadayd Englick Frrsam aee
Permipiion o The Amenicar Bible Scxiate
(&)

cach them that
ad iz love

even if you never
' see them on Sunday
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The Big A Club is » new Idea for reaching chiidren wha
ore not attanding Sunday School, wha sra nai Invalved
in the regular activities ot 8 church in thelr cammunity
The liral year of matarial Ia dasignad 1a prasent the mosi
basic concepis shout Jasus snd God, ta childran who
kaow naothing sbout them

Each unit ¢antains enough helps for three maathg of
ance-a-ween meetings The four units will peovide a
year of Bible sludy experiences for children in grades 1
thrgugh € There are teacher s Books resource kits. and
pupils’ take-home pieces

The easy-lo-use format will help aven lhe inaxpér-
enced leacher tg plan and lead maalings with ease and
contigence

Yosr 1. Learning Aboul Jasus

Unit 1: Jesus Lovas People
Teacher s bogk

Resaurce kit

10 sets ol pupils rake-home pieces
(13 preces per sell

999
7399

Unit 2: Jesus Showed Psople Mow to Liva (available
Celopar 1, 1977)

Teacher § book

Resource kil

10 sels of pupils take-hcme pigces

{13 pieces per set]

$200
199 |

799

Unit 3: Jesus and His Friands (avallable Januacy 1]
1973)

Teacher s baak 1200

Resource kil 198

10 sets of pupils take-hgme piaces

(13 pioces per set) 799

Unil 4: Jesus Came for ¢ Reasan (availabia March 1
1978 |
Teacher s bioak $200
Resourcs kit 199 |
10 sats of pupils take-home pieces

(13 meceos per sel) 799

Qrdet from Baptisi Book Store 3
See arder form. page 40

Migaiom & ribon Cuericuium Sorien
tor Tryndlitenal Cammuaition
produced By Waman's Mitsiensry Ualen. 8¢
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VIBRANT
MINISTRY

The Barrier of
Fear Has
Been Broken

Caro! Franklin

A Federal Prison inmate and Baptist
women work fogethar 10 prepare a
mea) “mors abundani” thon
inalitutional {are for participants in
Charles Coluon's Prison Fellowship
prageam in Washingion. D.C.

Phoio by Al Nielyen

“The firsl time we went,
didn’thave good feelings. Lols
of doors were locked behind
us 45 we went in. Four or five
locked doors, and then they
took ourpictures The pictures
wereawiul and we joked kind
of nervously about retakes
Irene Elmore’s anxious feelings
on that first day of pnson ministey
atthe Distnctof Columbia Women's
Detention Center were probably
shared by all the members of the
small group. But the women did not
turnkack Theirconcern had grown

out of involvemeni in Charles
Calson’s Prison Fellowship ands
request by a fellowship particpe!
to “not forget the prisonets inyee
local area.”

"Prison Fellowship was the
instrument thal introduced the id
of prison ministey into our
churehes,” said Vivian Nielsen,
mIssI0n action chaisman for DC
Baptist Women “‘The barmer of bt¥
has been broken

A unique ministry of discipleship
training, Prison Fellowship was
established 1n 1973 by Charles

Colson, convicted Watergate
iratos.

m?:ﬁns his confinement. Colson’s
were apened ta the spiritual

aceds of his fellaw prisoners He

dewrmined ta do something about

it after hig release

Using contacts fram his days in

meat, Colson persuaded

an Carlson, director of the
fdeta) Bureau of Prisons, to give
wardens at each federal pnson or
arectional ingtitution the
amthonity [0 release two
aretully-selected inmates for a
two-week furlough. The time
would be spent in intensive Bible
siudy and witness methods in
Washington. DC. Afer the seminar
the prisoners would be
"rommigsioned’ as missionaries to
the nstitution where they were
serving senlences

Against all adds, Carlson agreed
10 the propasal. Several groups
have unce participated in the
training sessions and returned to
pnson to establish Bible study and
prayer Rroups.

A combination of events led ta
the Involvement of the women af
the Disrict of Columbia Baptist
Convention in this minisity.

TIMID BEGINNINGS

In 1972, Kathryn Grani,
newlv-amved WMU director, felt
the need to involve Baphst women
In minisines to the city of
Wishington Sc she organized a
Tour of Washington Theaugh the
Eves of Jesus. The participants
visited a prison, precinct police
stabons. parnographic shops. and 2
drug abuse pragram

The tour was unsettling and even
Mmghtening far same of 1he wamen.
but they wanted ta do something
about the problems they had seen.
Althe pnson they had noticed that
the hibrary shelves were empty
This need was one they telt they
rould handle, sa the women
callected baoks and took them to
the prison

In 1974, Colsan spoke al the
Savther Baptist Convention. Fred
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Rhades, a Baptist layman from DC
and former vice-president of 1he
Southern Baptist Convention,
introduced Colson 10 Mrs Grant
during that week. Colson shatred
his dream for a prison ministry and
the need for practical help in
prepaning meals for the participants
who came to Washinglan

Despite prablems and false
starts, Baptist Women toak on the
chaltenge of teeding the
prisoners in the Jocal chueches and
found 1t immensely rewarding.
They worried al first about lacking
1he skill to wark with prisonets but
letters ta Mrs Grant have been
reassunng:

“I thank God for blessing you
with 80 many talents,
especially that of laving
athers,” ane letter eaid.

“I pray far the prison ministry
sa beautifully supparied by all
af you with a lot of hard wark,
prayer, and common lave of
Christ-¢entered people”
another said.

The attractiveness, as well as
1astiness. of Lhe meals prepared by
the DC Baptist Wamen made a deep
impression an the pnsaners, said
Kathtyn Grant “The
institutionalizanan that they live
with day after day in priscn makes
litile things very sigmiicant.” she
explained

Michael, a young man who hopes
ta build his own construction
business when he s released, told 2
group of Baptist Women al a
lunchean:

“There is $a0 much structure 10
prisan life — even the spiritual
side. Yaur spititual needs
really aren’t met. You need
time alane with the peeacher to
really tatk. We watch a lot of
TV, spend eight haurs ata jab
and get shuffled back and
forth to the chow hall But
there’s nathing personal. We
need personal contacl with
peaple on the outside.”

FREELY GIVEN
The Baptist women here have

responded enthusiastically to the
challenge of providing that
personal contact while the
prisoners are in Washington. When
a graup visited one church for 2
meal, the hit of the evening was nat
the faod — though that was
definitely appreciaied — but the
children of the church members
who ran about freely, climbing on
laps and hugging prisoners.

“There was same fear about
letting the children come, but the
prisoners just ate it up,” one
woman said "‘Most of them have
chudren and they wete so hungry to
see little ones.””

One prisoner wrate to Mrs. Grant
when her hushand took their
children away from the area where
she was imprisoned.

""The children have been taken
to Chicago. Somehow —
whatever He wills, [ «ha)) moai
certainly welcome. Thraugh
thia pain, 1 da not lave Him
lese. Now our family is really
eplit, but He knowse best,
Please — ptay for us — we are
troubled. Please write —Imiss
you.”

Other participants in the
setnars have written expressing
their joy in thex fanh

“1 am back inside these walls
but 1 feel tolally free becauae L
know fesus lives and walks
with me!’ ane wraie.

Vivian Nielsen had one group af
prisoners in her home for a day of
Bible study and sharing. One guest
asked Al Nielsen, “How did you
feel when your wife tald you there
would be a group af federal
prisoners in your hame?”

"“Na differen! than with any other
group,” he replied wilh a shrug,

“l just can’t believe 3i,” the
man responded. “You've
never met us before but you're
sa teusting!’”

THE BARRIERS BREAK

The cldseness and trust that
developed through the seminars of
Prison Fellowship begania open up




new avenues of ministry for the
Baptist Women here.

“Something happened to people
in churches wherever the prisoners
went,”" Mrs. Grani said. “They have
such a fresh, excited faith!”

Once the barriers were down and
consciences had been pricked,
Baplist Women began Jooking for
greater challenges. “"What else can
we do?” they asked one of the
prisoners.

“Help in the prisons near you,”
she responded quickly.

Kathryn Grant contacted the
warden of the DC women’s
detention center because the
prisoner who urged local
involvement also said that the most
difficull time is al the detention

enter while awaiting trial

The warden was skeptical at fiest
Decause other groups had begun
projecis only 1o fizzle out after a
sharl while. But she finally agreed
to a Christmas party. Twelve
women went to meet iwelve
prisoners with cookies and juice
and fellowship

“"We were scared 10 dealh”
Mrs. Grant admilted. '"They
toak our tife histories and
made us sign a releaae that we
would not hold them
responsible for any accidents.
And it was ugly. One of the
women just coutd nol go an.
Bui the rest went into the cells
with the prisoners and began
talking. Finally, the women
came oui inia the room set
aside for ug and sat on the tloor
with us. We read the Christmas
slory and sang.”

Mrs. Grant, a former missionary
to Japan. met a Japanese woman at
the detention center who had
refused to join the party, When she
beard her own language, though,
she opened up. Mrs Grantwas able
to go with the woman through hey
trial and (o help because of her
knowledge of Japanese

4 follow-up call 10 the warden
after the party was greeted with the
demand, “What did you do to
them?"
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A participants artintry is shared with Colaon during 1 Prison Fellowship semsisar
Baptisi women of Washington DC not only assist Prison Fellowship but canya

several lacal peison miniatries

With a sinking feeling, Mrs
Grantasked. "What do you mean?"

“They wantta know when you're
<oming back "

A six-month trial pericd was
arranged The warden was stil|
skeptical of their staying power and
the WMU director wanled o be
caretul nol to make a commitment
that would not be tulfiled. Four
churches were 10 rotate on
Thursday momings in leading a
program of crafts. singing, and
informal Bible siudy While they
did not plan a formal worship )
service, Mrs. Grant had made it
clear 1o the warden, who happened
(o be Jewish, that they would be
unapologetically Christian,

The ceafts and music are
atiempts to get the prisoners to use
theie creativity,” Mrs. Nielsen saxd.

The program is just an instrument

$0 thal we can let them know
someone cares, that it matters to
someone what they do with tha
lives.”

Each project must be something
that can be completed in one vist
because a prisoner may be releasd
or senlenced belween visits. On
Valentine s Day the women made
silk heart pin cushions which wer
mailed to their families.

The Bible study wraps up the
program At one session the
Scripture passage used was Paaln
4. The fina) verse of that psaim
reads: 'l will both lay me down s
peace, and sleep for thou, Lord,
only makesi me dwell in safety.”
The theme of that study was New
Hope. an idea the Baptist Women
hope to plant in every prisonet they
meet in their ministey.

When the six-month thal peviod
qenout, the women felt they simply
coukd notstop. The initial fear of the
visitors and the skepticism of the

officials had changed to
enthusiasm on both sides.

Wehave all grown, ' Mra Grani
said, "At tirst they were hesitant to
fet s in. One guard told me
reosetly. though. ‘Icok forward to
Thursday so much — 1 feel just like
my sister is coming!” "~

Rather than filling in for groups
that failed to show as she had
thought might bappen. Mrs. Geant
tud lo begin planning for more
chusches to help in more
institutions as interest grew.

Expansion of ministry to the
Maryland state prison came about
because 3 woman of Baptist
background was convicted of
insurance fraud and senlenced to

the state prison. One of the visitors
1o ihe detention center had become
cloge to her. She wanled to follow
up, so began driving the extra
distance 10 the state prison.

Another service provided by
some of the Baptists in the area is
transportation to the prisonsforthe
families of the prisoners. The
institutions are often so far from the
<ity that it would be difficult for
many to visit without help.

“We don'twantany praise,” Mrs.
Grant sttessed. “This is no more
than Jesus told us 1o do Bul jl’s s0
easy anyone <an do it

The need tor similar ministries in
other areas 15 evideni in the letiers
Mrs. Grant receives

“Peaise God, for be is coming
alive in the hearts of 50 many
here in Lexinglon,”” one
woman inmaie who had been
in Washington foc a Colson

seminar wrote. “Shirley and 1
started » Bible study with juet
thetwo of usthe night after we
retumed. God has led othera ta
join us, and his lave has bound
our hearts.”

In a later letter the same woman
shared,

“A visitor from a local church
expressed the degireta help us,
and 1 only pray that she will.
The four of us, along with the
other few followers of Christ,
are only able to do 80 much,
buithere is 10 much to be done
that we need the agsistance af
many.’”

“Then shall the King say unto
lhem on his right hand. Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: For | was

in prison, and ye came unto
me” (Matt 25: 34-36).

Her voice is strong and confident
lsckie Butner 1s obviously a person
with putpose.

“Igrew upin a Baptist church and
was active in youth activities, but 1
fever truly committed my life to
Chnst. 1t was only after 1 was
sentenced to prison for
tmbezzlemeni of bank tunds that |
surrendered my life totally to God's
direction '

Following graduation from
college and marriage, Jackie had
hen a job with a large bank in
South Carolina. She was soon
mmed an officer. Then her
nvolvemen in an embezzlement

and fraud scheme cul short her
Banking career

It also brought her to contession
and acceptance of Christ, She
deternmned 10 live the Christian life
within the prison walls.

tad

wardens and chaplains in the
federal prisons around the country
in an effort tn extend the work of
Prison Fellowship. She will make
arrang; ts for prog of
training in the local community for
ity volunteers, and assist

When Charles Colson req
names of Christian 1nmates from
the prison where Jackie was
incarcerated, Jackie was one of
those selected 10 attend a Pﬁson

;
in getting the programs started

"Ptisan minigtry is no bed of
roses,” says Jackie. “There are lots
of fr i but it is also very

fellowship snar in g
Her enthusiasm for the progral
has not slackened since

Today, she ison the staff of Prison
Fetlowship as dieector of prison
services. Jackie works with

rewarding. [ believe 2 changed life
is 1he key to rehabifitation: and

Christ is the key to a changed life. |
have seen it happen — in my own
lite and in many othees.”
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STUART CALVERT

MISSION ACTION GROUP
COMBATING
SPIRITUAL

oS

» ¢
Though Tam different from you, we
were born involved with one
anotiher.

* A mission action group
prepared a Chrisimas dinner for a
needy family. The group members
became insulted when Lhe drunken
{ather appeared for the meal.

* A housewife slammed the door
in the face of the transient saying,
“You look healthy. Go to work.”

® The congregation smirked
when the alcoholic sat down in the
pew — alone.

® A disappointed teacher said,
“Tomn will never amount to
anything. His frandfather was the
bigges! crook in town

Christians are often ready to pass
maraljudgmentson people who are

2

SNOBBERY

difterent Yet, fesus, our
ministering example. did nol ask
whether a person deserved help
before he gave it. He warned
agamst judging others Read
Moatihew 7.3-5 and John 8:7 [esus
associaled with people he cailed
“the least of these my brethren™
(Mat1. 25:40) "'Least”” does not refer
ta little children, bul to those Jeast
“worthy.”" leas| atiractive people.
Why do we pass judgments so
quickly? As we move away from the
freshness and the joy of the
moment we said yes 10 Jesus, we
may become spiritual snobs. We
sometimes surround ourselves
with inflexible. man-made rules
and regulations that isolate us from
people who are “different.”” We
think of ourselves as “‘good.” but

the church is the “only nociegy
earth which requires as e con
of membership that one confay
that ane has sinned and s Wialy
sin ngain.”

We are not “good.” We are.
forgiven?

Involved with Seif

Every day thia month tead jh|
8:1-12. Then the next time yoy
hesitate to snewer a knock on
door, to speak a word, to *
hungry. to visit the juil, to pogt
<lothes at the crisis center, you
hear Jesus say, “If you have mess,
you may throw the stone.”

In the Old Teatament, the wag
translated forgive mean (o sendof
Psalm 103:2-3 blesses 1he Landa
one who pardons (sends off) o
Indquities. "I will forgive (send oll
their iniquity, and | will resvemba
their sin no more’ (Jer. 31:34).
Instead of giving us the justice lha
our sins deserve, God has
determined to be gracious. He
1ouches ugin bove and senda offox
sin. 1t is a jolt to discover that s
coming to know Christ 1he old
weaknesses are stldl with us Bu
now when we trespass, go astn,
rebel. miss 1he mark, Jesus
continues to send off oursin, Whe
we are weak, perverse, willtu), b
sends away our sin. And he
remembers our sing no more.

“I'm forgiven” changes out
motives for helping. At times
unworthy motives push us inte
good actions thal tum out well -
people are helped and causes at
benefited Bui if guilt or a senetd
obligation motivates our deeds,
then we miss the blessing to
ourselves in being used by iha
Lord. God will use our actiona®
help, no maiter the motive. Fir
Corinthians 13:3 exphaina that sy
achong mativated by Jove will prof
me.

Accepting forgiveness 5 cosdlt
associaled with extending it. "W
are t0 live with athers as God vl
with us,”” says Larry Richards id

Born 10 Grow.* Other people ant
inadequate, prone to do evi, 8

Christian a seaman knows. Control

wdgoent. But then we stop and
cpamber, “1 am iorglvenogf my
own inadequacies, selfishness,
ina, and 60 [ will reapond in this
pidt: Be ye kind one to another,
lendetheasted, forgiving one
nother, even as God for Christ's

ke bath forgiven you’ ” (Bph.
:32)

larolved with Others

Women fold shirts marked,
“Madein Teiwan,”” and drink coffee
from Colombia. Daily we use
imported stems. Most of us are
unaware that the shipa bringing
merchandise dock in one of our
many port cities.

The Seamen’s Ministry isa partof
the Home Mission Board’s work
with internatronals. One majar
difference between and

Prejudices. You will meet people
from all nations, religions, sacial
classes, and educational
backgrounds. You must develop
patience and flexibility; programa
must be adapied 10 meet the
changing schedules of You
must become sensitive to
unexpressed needs.

Yol may bei or
families Even though men usually
lead in the ship visitation, women
are involved in the actvities of a
center of in their homes. Children
are important in 2 seamen’s
ministry. Lonety family men will
readily visit with 2 child.

Seamen enjoy beach parties,

in climbine horseback

dividial

riding, swimmin;’picnks,
shopping. They like to visil state
and national parks, zoos,

other internationals is the length of
tne they spend in America.
Foreign students, tourists, job
trainees, and military peraonnel
usoally have an extended stay.
Seamen are in our ports for only a
few hours to a day of two, Our
shategy is twofold: develop quick,
efficient ways to share the gospel;
ind muinisler in every poi.

Who are seamen? They are men
(and 3 few women) of every race
and nationslity Seamen on Lhe
Ooating cities have the same needs
a people on Jand. They ace well
triined to operate intricate
machinery Many speak several
languages, others are illiterate,
Sume are officers; others are crew
Sometimes the two groups have
lithe communication because of the
asie systemn or prejudice, Even
though we would treat every man
with respect, the chief officer
&pects La be treated with the
reepect his position has earned him
We need 1o abide by that cusiom.
The petsonalines of the men differ.
but they are alf lonely. With liltle to
doexceptread and think, they need
triends.

lEyou volunteer to minister with
seamen, you may be the first
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is parks, local recreation
and sports attractions. Provide
acbvities that would interest both
young and older men.

tnviting seamen into Christian
homes i one of the best ways to
share God’s love. A common
courtesy [p many countries is to
serve food to guests as soon as they
arrive. To make guests feel more at
home, serve juke and nuts as an
appetizer. When you visit the ship
find out if any of the men will have
birthdays during the month. Plan a

in his language.

Paul Vandercook, director ot
language miniateries, Pascagoula,
Mississippi. made triends with a
Chinese man whose ship docked at
the port. The man gave Paulan iron
tree plant — a piece of wood with
branches growing out of the side.
He shared with Paul the Taiwaness
legend of the iron tree: This tree
1akes 100 years to reach maturity. Tt
blooms once in a century. When 2
young man becomes engaged, he
gives the young woman an iron tree
plant as a gift and says, “Vll love
you until the iron tree blpoms.”

The Chinese sailoy clasped Paul’s
hands and said, “We will be friends
until the iron tree blooms.”

Prayertime

Study the materials in ““Involved
with Others” and also this month’s
currend mission study group
sesgion, on pagea 59-62. During the
group meeting make a peayer list of
specific needs of aeamen and of the
volunteers who work with them.
Pray for the needs on your list.

Thank God for the spiritual
victories that Baptisi women in pori
cities will experience because of
your prayers,

Thank God for the seafaring
Christians who have 3 unjque

opportunity to share Christin ports
d the world. More and more

home celebration. A few religi
have strict dietary laws. You will be
safe in serving lamb, fish, chicken,
vegetables, fruits, and rice, ked tea
is a strange beverage: but seamen
like juices, aoft drinks, and coffee
“Conversation while eating is not
c y in many co " says
a handbook on ‘a miniatry.
“[Eyour gueats seem hesitant to talk
during the meal. do not be
oftended.”

Taik with 1he seamen about their
families and homes. Since music is
a universal language ask them to

countries are denying entry to
missionariea, But they will not
refuse ships bringing needed cargo
into their poris. God may be
preparing Christian seamen to
continue 1o take the gospel into
countries where missionarias
cannot live. Praying women will be
a past of this worldwide aharing.
Notice the names of birthday
migsionariea {pp. 43-48) wholive in
countries with seaports. Pray
especially for the seamen who will
sail into theee porte, as well as for

bring their musical inatr
Arrange for a sing-a-long.

As a reminder of his visit with
Christian friends. give each seamen
a New Testament or Scripiure tracl

each Y-

“Bors 10 Grw by Laery Richatds (Viclor Backa $1 99,
avalable thraagh Raptler Bosk Seawm
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MILDRED WADE

FRIENDSHIP

MINISTRY TO INTERNATIONALS

1
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Have you and your family ever
aoved o another town, snother
seie? Then you know that it can be
s uncomiorisble, even frightening
wpperence. [n moving to a new
place you are taced with finding
rew housing, making new friends
and business contacts, learning
new areas for schools, church,
shopping, snd recreation
Think of the inconvenidence,
dniress, apprehension, and even
wsums expenenced by families
from other countries moving (o the
United States. They encounter
ditierent people. different
goage. different dress, different
pode, differeni religions, different
thools, different culture — an
ly different way of lite How
ing 3ll this can be for 1hem!
Beitheir fesrs and loneliness and
ptherwise msurmoyntable
tacles can be dispelled by

ds
Intermational Fniendahip of
edngion (Friendahip) provides
dh friends for internationals in
pdagion, Kentucky. Begun in
piember 1973, it was patterned
fier the Friendship group in
in, Texas.
Friendahip meeis every Thursday
-4 at 1B, ¥
Owrch From 9 00 10 9:45 there is
nagembly periad where coffee is
erved. This is a time of

diatrih

> afthe
finled weekly newsletter, and
between indernati
wamven and Baplist women in a
d atmosphere.

Eram 9:45 10 10:30 the following
laanen are offered: English, at six
kvels, which incluges one-to-one
Wstruction in basic English at Leve)
110 advanced English at Level &;
Living in Lexingion; The Bible
Spesks; Coltural Exchange,
Homemakuing, Literature; Driver's
_“uutmn; Listening Past. The
idemational women select the
dases they wani to attend each
Rventer
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Providing for tha childres is u

nRy.

From 10:30 16 11:30, the creative
hour, the following classes are
offered: Crait Class; Amenican
Cooking; Flower Making,
Trimnaatics; Ceramics; Poise "n vy,
Sewing; Needlepoint; Knitting;
Crocheting; Swedish Embroidery
The internationals select the classes
which interest them,

Besides regular meetings of
scheduled clanses, there are special
teatures. One year there were three
special ¢ in which a Musli

wd o Nng opp
In 1977 a similar wedding style
show was held. Following the style
show, 3 Baptisi bride and groom
reenacted their wedding in the
<hurch sanctuary and invited all
preseni 10 a reception in fellowship
hall.

Another special feature was the
internationals’ observance of the
Chinese and Vietnamese New
Years The Friendship director
shared the meaning of Christmas by
using Chnstian symbols. She

woman, a Hindu woman, and a
woman from larael shared their
religinua faiths with the entire
group. They explained haw they
worshiped and why (hey observed
certain haly days. This frature

tesulied in deeper d

concluded by explaming the
meaning of Easter Much
discussion followed as the
inlernationals asked for furiher
explanation and discussinn fro
and with thew Baptisi friends.
Each international woman is

af the vanous faiths by the Bap
and the inlemationals

A natural and open discussion
can follow & petiod of failh sharing
Baptist women make no concerted
effort to converi lhe interationals
to Chnetianity. As individuals, ona
one-to-one basis and with the
guidance af the Holy Spirit, the
Baph atappropriate hmes
share a verbal witness. If the

gned a Baptisi wo friend.
The Bapnst accepts the
responsibility of seeing that her
internatinnal friend is aware of each
Friendship meenng, provides
personal ransportation, ofiers 1a
1ake her shopping, invitea her and
her family into her home for dinner
occaginnally, and helps in any way
she can to make the international
and her tamily teel at home in
Lasi

iniernationala show an in
learning about Jesus they have the
opportunity to attend The Bible
Speaks class.

The wedding sty}e show is 2
special evenl A few years ago
Priendship presented a atyle show
in which intemational women
modeled their wedding gowne and
displayed their wedding pictures.

Friendship in Lexington has 157
intemational women fram 48
countrien, and 111 Baphst women
from 14 sponsoring and
participating churches of the
Elkhom Assodation.” The program
is finenced by the sponsaring
churches with assistance from the
asenciational Woman's Missionary




Unian, Tdeally there should be one
Baptist woman for each
intesnational. When there are fewer
Baptist women, some accept two
international friends.

During all Friendship meetings,
classes are planned for all preschool
children of the international and
Baptist women. There is a
child<are coordinator and assistant
with directors for each age level
from bed babies through age five.

Friandship meetings and

dditional activities th hout the

only when public schools are
digmis:

A printed directory shows
names, addresses, and phone
numbers oi all intermational women
listed by couniries and Baptist
women listed by churches, A

1ated handbook is available for

{eelings and an ‘island’ of |q
world of increasing egoism 4

r
Baptist women.*
What are reactions of
i tionals to the F
program? Hege are three:
“Friendship has forwarded a
friendly hand toward many alonety
and h ick international wite,

year are based on a t

year (September to Chrisimas break
in December, and |anuary to May).
Scheduled meelings are canceled

HINTS FOR A MINISTRY WITH INTERNATIONAL

Sharing Your Faith

1. Be prepared to communicate
your faith. Suggestion: Write out
your testimony so that il could be
given in approximately three
minutes Be sure you areled by 1he
Holy Spirit. The persan of Jesus
Christ must be reflected in aur lives

2 Begin by talking aboui points
of similarity rather than about
differences Use the word
uniqueness of Christianity rather
than differences. Don't get mto long
theological discussions Avoid
high-powered language; keep n
simple. Be yoursell.

3. Beware of discussion of
moral standards.

4. Begin by telling aboui Jesus,
not God Tell why [esus died and
tose, Our relationship with Chrislis
one of love, not lear.

5. Be personally involved with
your international friend. Think of
her as a person rather than as an
obpecl Leam something about her
country. religion, and

customs.

6. Ask God to lead you to be
sensilive to the right moments and
to give you the sight words to speak
of him.

7. Leave the results ta the Lord.
God did not<aly us 1o be successful.
God called us 10 be faithful.

and to me Eriendship is another
word for happy time.”"
“Friendship to me 1s a lot of nice

Hospitality Hinis

1. Learn a little about your
friend’s country, culture, and
cusioms belore she visits in your
home.

2. Make sure your international
friend understands time, place,

Tates Creeh Rond. Lemington, KY Wl;l

Mrs. Charles Wade. a free-lance wrimrly
many Southern Bsptist Conventien

pu tons, ks a member of |ntmapwd™
Baptisi Chusch, Lexington. Kenludgy. B
new boak, Games for Fun, was nl-ﬂy
Broadman Preas thig past year

Hindus do nol eat beef; some
vegetarians. Most Muslima ad
Jews do not eat pork. Tel! your gon
what is in each dish. Let her ikt
with a small serving. Suggestah
does not have to eal il aill. Oie
seconds Don't expect high

3 li ts on food new to he

dress, transportation, duration of
activity, and ather details of the
vigit, It there is a doubt about her
understanding your wishes, wnie
the delails for her. Call 2 few hours
belore the appointment It may
help to invile iwo friends for the
first occasion. Provide
transporlation when needed,

3 Welcome her wilh warmth
and genuine friendliness. Learn to
pronounce at least one name. Ask
her to print her name, address,
phone, and home address. Offer
refreshments All of 1his sharing
will make her feel at home.

4. Speak slowly, simply, and
dastincily (not loudly). Don't use
slang. Be sure you understand and
are understood. If yau are not sure,
repeat. Encaurage your friend to do
the same. Reslate, using different
words until she seems to
understand. Seek 10 know her

S Respect her dietary
restrictions. Askin advance. Havea
simple dinner. Most internationals
like rice with fow) or fish. Most

and dont be offended.

6. Help her feel a1 home. Be
natural and informal Find mutd
interests or hobbies Treat hey s
member of the tamily; donttryb
impress. Explain things thal are
strange to her Show her around
your home, but don’t brag. Deal
plan ¢laborate entertainmen.

7. Show realinterestin her.Cd
her to talk aboul herself. Aak b
about her family, culture, cushom,
food likes and dislikes, aspirationt
activities and plans Leamn
greetings in her language
Encourage her to ask questoms

8 Be interested in her
problems Offer to help her in
adjusting tolifein the US. Ttmayh
English conversation, shopping
cooking, ordriving But donths
friend by lending money. Helphe
10 help herself

9. Avoid rushing Buildiag
friendship takes time,
concentration, patience, and
unselfishness.

cantributtm\a for travel schol;u ps for men from develo
\frica and Asia are ‘still needed according to Baptist ‘World All
a m:" airman Stephen Steeves. "We feel that dedicated laymen. vho ‘attend th
iferénce 111 returh’ home not only as better wit but as leadérs §
promoting, teaching, and practicing evangelism." '@ Cost of a trlvel
mlu.’hip ‘for one .delégate is $500=$750. Contributions should be sent directly ti
r.ha Iuhington office (1628 16th Street, N.W., Washiagton, DC:20009).

78, Hilton Cunningham, pastor of Westbury Church in Houston ) w:

rica for 16’ years. During a time of Bold Missions emphasis, Cunn

age the largest.; %{lw is state convéntion to-provide one_ j;fzh of
hort=term voluntee rajected for the Mission ‘Service’
challenge of. IOOD Texu wlunteera vas issued by SBC president Jimyw

Texas: pastor, - P 5

HISSION STUDY :NOT TOP. PRIOKIT! IN FASTEST GROWING CHURCRES, lccording to.a studyl

published in the December 1977, HOME MISSIONS magazine. Of the pastors who
several said that their churches did not have Brotherhood ‘or WMU* organi,
Others have ‘a woman's’ group butneay it focuses'on evangelism visftation rather tham: 1%
aission studys - Only 30 percent selected Brotherhood and Woman's Missionary Union

a5 efficlent in’' disciple training. N
MKHEANS RETIIES AS ARBA SWTARY OF BASTERN SOUTH AMERICA after 23 years as a
coordinator of’ Foreign Mission Bontd work. His missions career has. included :nchuggf
missions at Southwestem Sminpry, ditecting FMB misgionary education and promotion,
and editing the THE CQMISSION mgui,ne'befote becoming an area secretary in 1954,

GIFTS TO THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAH ARE- NOT KEEPING PACE with the Bold Mission 'l'm:ua
goal to deuble Cooperative Program giving by 1982, During the first two -onthn
the new fiscal year, total gjmjpg' had increaged only 5. .86 percent over the.s

polit a yeariago. This year!s et for SBC agencies! operating and capitel

is $55,080,000. Another:$8, 4

BERNICE ELLIOTT FINDS NEW. ERO
volunteers to agsist specisliqy




Baptist Women Live-Day Obaenvance
VWeok of Praver tor Home AMissions
Flizabetle Swadles

ting Ready
pn Suppori Chairman: It's
pr you 1o get ready for a very
Week of Prayer for Home
wns. There’s one thing
mt about ihis week Baptist
have always been
Pwged to pray and to give
This week they will also be
ged o give of themselves as
in home b

Pon Hammonds, director of
gu! Missions Ministries for the
¢ Minsion Board, says, “Atthe
i time we have about twice as

bmes of obgervances. On the nexi
page provide the words to the
bymn, “Lord, Speak to Me, thai [
May Speak” (Baptist Hymnal). Print
the Scripture portion, Romans
12:6-8 (TEV), on another page.
Leave several blank pages for
women 1o write down prayer
1equests and new concerns which
they will be developing during the
course of ihe week,

Include information about
Campers on Mission and Christian
Service Corps and the address to
whuch interested women may write
for further information: Special
Missions Ministries Department,

uests for vol 3 a8 we
). We do need additional
eets, Pray that qualified
ers from our churches will
pad to meeting needs.” Youth,
g adults, and older adults are
peded in volunteer ministries.
pare yourself by beginning
tospend a quiet time alone in
ot each day. asking God to
your planning so that the
will result in prayer support,
ous offerings, and volunteers
called out to meet the needs.
ditate daily on Romans 12:6-8;
# in Today's English Verseon.
the Lord to help you uae the
SERVICE material to hig glory.

ays to Have the Five-Day
vance

with the Baptist Women

8 council about innovative

B of planning the observance in

to reach as many Baptist
as possible.
ou always meet at the church
ang, you might want to fry
hg in homes. M you always
in homes, think about
g 3 luncheon or brunch ata
irant. [§ your climate permits,
ler having one of the sessions
doorsin a prayer retreat-like

ake 3 Booklet for the Week
the first page show places and
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Home Mission Board, 1350 Spring
Street, NW, Atlanta, GA 30309
Plan the Music

[n order to involve more people,
plan 1o ask different persons to
present the special music, “Share
His Love "* Use asoloislone or two
days; at other times congider a
quartet or duet. Involve the same
persons, if passible, in the dosing
meditation, so that they will
participate in the entire program.

Daily Prayer Groups

Divide the women into three
prayer groups each day. One group
will pray for self, one for each other,
and one for nissions A woman
should participate in the first two
groups ooly one time each and join
in praying directly for missions the
other three days.

During 1he meeting (or just
before it) call the Home Missions
Hotline for the latest missions
information. Urge group leaders to
use this service to inform their
groups. This could also be 2 good
tarily activity.®

Study the prayer guides in
Monday’s materia) Choose two
women who will do 3 good job to
lead these first twa groups all week.

You may want 1o choose a
differant woman to lead the
missians praying group each day

Praying-for-Self Group Leader
{all week) U

Praying-for-Each-Other Group
Leader(ald week)

Praying-for-Missions Group
ader

Mand

¥
P

Y
Wod: 2

Thursday

Friday

You will discover that the first two
groups, although called “praying
for 9e)f'” and “"praying for each
other” are really praying for
missions, bul a different approach
5 taken than in the direct " praying
tor missions’” group.

Rjgam Presentations

Since the theme of the week is
Share!, choose two women to share
the responsibility of pr ing the
program material each day.
Challenge the two tameet together,
to decide on the most creative and
exciting way to present the matetial
for the day assigned them

Monday: 1.
Tuesday

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

E xtras

The exita materials prepared
especially for this week of prayer
observance will do much 1o
enhance your programs. See
starred (*) materials on page 20 to
order the Home Miasion Board
media packet. Portions of the
cassette tape and fitmatrip can be
used each day to introdace the
peraons and areas to be studied.

If persons in your church or
community have been directly
involved in home misaions
volunteer programa auch as
Campets on Mission, Christi
Service Corps, or Butlders for

MEM SN N SN
| |




Christ, plan to use them in
presenting the material this week.
But two words of caution are
necessary.

First, never let s travelogue be 3
substitute for study and prayer.
Spend your time learning and
praying about what Southem
Baptist misaions, crissionaries, and
laypersons are doing. A travel lalk
by a peraon who hes simply visited
and taken pictures of 8 missions
area is not suitabie for a week of
preyer

A secand caution: Don’t allow
your cbservance to evolve into a
youth emphasis. Many churches
now send oul young persons in
missions thrusts, and this is good
But one of the main purposes of this
week is thal Baphst women —
adults — will realize that they can
shate in missions, So be careful not
to Jet the week become just a time of
reporting for youth of your church
who participate in summer
missions or special missions
projects.

Each bit of information in the
week s moterial has been carefully
and prayerfully chosen. A woman
who participates in the tolal week of
proyer expenence will iearn of a
broad spectrum of Southern Baptist
home missions efforts in which
laypersons are involved. Included
i this week’s matenal are:

Monday' Baphst centers,

Housten, Texas
Tuesday: church extension,
Connecticut, Rhode Island
Wednesday' weekday minisiries
of a church in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

Thursday: church #xtension and

building churches, Kansas

Friday: resort ministry of Estes

Park Baptist Church, Colorado

Deoall you can lo encourage all the
women to be present at every
session

kit to Promote Attendence at
Week of Prayer
{Use in Sunday School
assemblies or as apot belore
worship.)
20

ONE: You d belter not come to
the week of prayer thus tume

TWO: Not come! That's a new
wrinkle. How come?

ONE: Because it’s about shanng.

TWO: Well. that's nobig deal. I'm
a Sonthemn Baptist, r ber? |
was taught to share in Cradle Roli!

ONE: That's right. You were. But
this is & different kind of sharing —
more than giving money. more than
giving things. We're in Bold
Mission Thrust, you know. And
you can share yourself.

TWO: Me? In missions?

ONE. Yes, you Listen to this
Missions 1s no longer a spectator
sport for Southern Baphst
laypersons. Come thus week, and
you’ll learn how people like us -
adult lavpersons — are helping ir
home missions

TWO: That sounds interesting.
but I'm sure it's just for talented
pecple. There's nothing | could do.

ONE That's where you're wrong
Il you'll come this week you'll find
cul how people just like you can
help Laypersons are gerting
involved in missions by caoking,
wielding paint brushes, driving,
typing. telephoning. Why, even
you ¢an use the telephone!

TWO: Well, ves, you're right
about that. It does sound
interesting. | believe [l use my
phone this very afternpon to invite
someone to the week of prayer
session tomorrow at (time and
place)

ONE: Great! You're catching on to
Bold Missions already Wonder
what weuld happen if every
woman listening lo us would this
very day use her phone to ask
someone to the week of prayer?

TWO: Let's all try it and see!

*MATERIALS FOR BAFTIST
WOMEN USE. WEEK OF PRAYER
FOR HOME MISSIONS
Distributed according to state plan
trom your WMU office
Packel of malenal containing
Theme posler
Prayer Guide lor Home Use and
Home Missions factual leaflel

Sample of priced Progna
Annie Armstrong Esater Offer,
envelope

From Home Miselan Board
Orders Proceseing Servicey, 13
Spring Street, NW. Atanm,

pd McWhartar und three staff members direct hun-

30309
Cassette Tape for Week of P

ONDA

Home Missions 1978 ’
‘Share His Love.” 30-minudy

filmstrip and cassette,

special music “Share Ha [

Annie Armstrong: and
three-minute testimony
each of the five missiona
featured in the week-long
emphasis in ROYAL SERVIR
$3 00 S8

See cover 3 for information
Volunteer Involvement in
Missions

Priced chateraals:

Frogram Cover {see order fol
40

Song, “Share His Love.” »
through Baptist Book S
song sheet 20¢ each {ord
4507-10). solo $1 DO each (¢
no. 4590-34), SATE cho
arrangement 35¢ each (o
4565-43). The songsheet w§
be good to place in the b

Biographical Skelck of Anmie |
Armsirong (see order form.§

Cooperation The Cooperatiy
Program Game (see order
p 40
How the Home Missions
Gotlts Name’” {see order fon
a0

Home Missiona Hoiling
(404) 875-7701 :
January 3-Aprif 30
Message changed
Friday afternoon
Cost: that of 2
stahon-to-slanon
three- minute call
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Shire>

ymn: Lord, Speak ta Me,
that | May Speak’’ (Baphst Hymna)

Lord. Speak to Me, that I May
Pray

(A dramatic reading, given by
one woman, spoken almost from
memory, slawly and with feeling)

Lotd, I'm just ap ordinary
waman. Ate you sure its impartant
for me to come and pray esch day
this week?

This 1s such 3 busy time fac me,
you know. The children are in that
music festival, and I'm planning &
surprise birthday dinner for my
husband's birthday

Of course, I'm willing, if you'te
sure I'm neaded Bul, Lord, I never
was very gaod at praying in front of
other peaple. ! get all tongue-tied
when it's my turn to pray I'm
reluctant to begin, and so relieved
ta say ““amen ” Then | miss a loi of
the next woman’s prayer,
wandering. Did | get it ali in there,
or did I leave something out? You
know how ] am, Lord. Wouldn't it
be enough if [ just prayed at hame
by myself?

What's that you're telling me,
Lord? Do | remember your Word?
The pramise that says, “1f two of
you shall agree on earth as touching
any thing that they shall ask, itshall
be done far them of my Father
which is in heaven For where two
aor three are gathered tagetherinmy
name, there am | m the midst of
them” {Matt. 18:19-20)

Well, yes, Lord, T do remember
that Pethaps 1am needed here. | do
want ta be where you are, Lord.

And what's lhat other verse
you're bringing ta my mind? [ think
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it's from 2 Chronicles. Yeu, [
retember.

“If my people, which are called
by my name. shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from thed wicked
ways; then will [ hear from heaven,
and will forgive Lheir sin, and will
heal theit land”” (11 Chron. 7:14)

O, Father, 1 am one of ypur
people. Thank you for speaking to
me Yes, I'll pray this week with the
others Youcancountonme [want
to share in prayer.

{Woman then leads the whole
group to read in unison Romans
12:6-8 TEV, printed in the prepared
booklet, see instructions in
introduction )

"$0 we are 10 use pur different
glits in accordance with the grace
that God hae given ua. If our gift is
tonpeak Gods message, we should
do it according 1o the faith that we
have; if it 15 10 nerve, we shoold
serve: il it is to teach, we should
teach; {f It s to encourage cthers,
we should do s0. Whoever shares
wilth others should do it
generonnly; whoever has
authority, should work hard;
whoever sthows kindness to athers
should do it cheerfully '™

Sharing in Missions

A revolution in missions is gaing
on all around us. Laypersons are
pitching in to help missionanes,
using whatever gifts God has given
them to carry the gospel to every
nook and ¢ranny of the US.

Someone described it like this:
"Missions is na Jonger a spectator
sport for Southern Baphist
laypersons Men and women, boys
and girls have taken literally the
implication of Ephesians 4:11-12:
'And these were his gifts some to
be pastors and teachers, to
equip God's people for work in his
service’ (NEB). They have gone out
to perform service in his name and
that service wé generally Jook on as
‘missions.”

Each day this week we will be
meeling some o) these involved
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laypersons. We’'ll be seeing them
through the eyes of the

puppeteers, Bible storyteflen,
refreshment leaders. and auy

jes they are helping. Use
HMB cassette and filmstrip frames
for Monday, if available. Order
information is on p 20

M ildred McWhorter,

Baptist Centers,
Houston, Texas

When Mildred McWhorter was in
seminary at Louisville, she signed
up to teach Bible at a riverfront
mission. Having “no orientation
and cold feet” she arrived at the
mission to find & roomful of
belligerent teenage girls

Now, more than 20 years later;
she directs a multitude of activities
at two Bapist centers in Houslon,
Baptist Mission Center on Fletcher
Street and Joy Fellowship Center
near the harbor.

Misa McWhorter is assisted by a
small staff, Montra Counts, Karen
Wnght, and Louly Berrones.

Aboul 9 percent of the work at

1

All the bookkeeping is done
laypersons They post chacky,
thank yous, pay bills, compil
financisl reports for the assody
Mies McWhorter scrutinizes g
for accuracy and signs the dwg

Volunteers sort supplies, p
them in commect storage ares fy
use. They sack ail clothing
arcording to need lists provided
the missicnaries for apecific
families.

Other women catalog librey ,
books. Some conduct tutori
programs after school as chiltm
come in to check out the books

" l
titis to encourage othes,
should do so”

Loucile Samuels of First Bep
Church, Houston, schedules
churches 1o provide, cook, ad
seeve meals to 25 summer
missionaries for ten weeks esdh

.M. 8 I3 also

Ihe two centera is done by 3
of Baptist churches in the area. The
laypetsons who volunteer are firs|
atked 1o complete the Training for
Volunteer Clinics conducted by
Miss McWhorter

“The reason | lee] so strongly
about volunteer training,” she
explains, “is thal I know what it's
like tatry to tell a Bible story 10 gurls
puffing smoke in your face and
cussing

The training is designed 1o help
laypersons see the importance of
regular attendance. good
Preparation, and genuine personal
concern for each petson ahtending
the mi . Some vol s have

arranges for churches 1o sawe
meals 10 145 teenagers during
weeks of teenage camp. The Biph
women say they learn a Jol abow
missions by delivering and semi
the meals.

Laymen aze leading TV repar
and electronic classes They &
general maintenance and all
work like replacing windows,
doars. and plumbing.

Volunteer couples hand out
skales and supervise the
trampoline, and game areas dumi

jound cups on her list, was amazed
10 learn the centers use 30,000 cups
for Bible schools.

Laypersons take children on
educational Tips. all the while
loving them and 1elling them about
God.

Some wha cannot serve weekly
plan seasonal pragrams, banquets,
and parties. These activites are
presented, Miss McWhorter says,
1n a more professional way than
we would ever have time ta do.”

“i
fitis to teach, we should
teach”

Medically trained laypersans
reach special interest groups;
volunteer nutntionists instruct
low-income people how 1a prepare
well-batanced meals Two nurses
have taught weight contral and
persanal bady care.

English reading classes and
conversananal English classes are
taught by valunteers.

Qccasionally the mussionaries
find a family in specal need af
matenial things, jobs, counseling, or
just friendship. This tequires more
tune than the missionaries can give,
sathey assign the family t0 a<hurch
goup with a Jay coordinator.
Members af the group help the
fmily in ways needed Through
this type of service, many are won
to Christ

Among the volunteers are
wotmen. men, college studenis,
leenagers, Misgion Friends, and
senior citizens. " Anyone wholaves
Iesus and has a desise to serve can
4o something,” says Miss

recreation and fell

been at it for 10 to 12 years.

“s
0. weare 1o use our diferent

g
Mildred MeWhorter says that the
volunteers know the people and
they know how toconducl activities
even in the absence of paid
misgionanes The volunteers
include pianists, song leaders,

companies. These items are pié
up daily by Baptista and del
to the center. A Mr. Abrams
Clay Road Baptist Chusch delives
about 65,000 doughnuts durigi
recent 12-month perind.
Laypersons do the centers’
shopping from migsionaries’ I
they buy crafi supplies, cleatiy
iteqns, and paper cups for Vau®!
Bible Schoal. Ann Glideen, whe

McWhorter

Such entengive shating by
Bypersans in the Baptisl centers
frees Mildred McWhorter ta
Minuster outside the centers’ walls.
Volunteers give me time for
“siung in the communities,” she
95 “We don't have a laige staff
here. We want volunteers to run
these centers, and they do

Alm Sharing (Testimony of
oucile Samuels, Houston Texas)
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About six years ago, Mildred
McWhortter asked me to contact the
Baptist women in our churches
about preparing meals for summer
missionaries. The work and needs
afthe centers were a real cancern io
me. Y had prayed for work, but there
seemed ta be little [ could da. ] was
nat free to spend 2 lot of time there
because of home circumstances.
The request for my help came as a
definile answer to my prayver far
service. Here was something {
could do at home!

The first year was the most
di(ﬁcu]thecausen[lhecommuniry's
lack of knowledge about the
centers’ summer program | asked
the Lord to help me share the facts,
suggest a variety of ways churches
<ould participate, and coordinate
the schedules. Same Baptist
women responded
enthusiastically. Some gave an
indifferent no. God taught me
patience, required me to deal with
hesitani Baptist women tnlove, and
helped me ta understand the
tefusals came because thase
persans did not realize how
mgnificant their support would be
— thatthey would free missianaries
from preparing foad and waiting
tables so they coutd teach about
Jesus.

Atthe first hint of spring, [ began
praying and claiming God's
promises. “Because the Lord God
heips me. | will not be dismayed:
therefore. I have set my face like
flint to da his will, and Tknow thet ]
will triumph'* {lsa 50:7 TLB) ***

Each year prayer is answered as
the calendar fills both for the lacal
meals and for meals delivered “long
distance™ for the teenage camp
outside of town!

While I began the work with a
L dous sense of respansibility,
God has given me much personal
satisfactian as [ have seen him bring
the task to a successtul conclunion
each year My life is enriched as [
talk with Baptist women abaut the
ministry and their concern for
missiona. | am thrilled that now
organizations call me early and

arrange a time to serve. The list of
tepeaters graws each year. | thank
God for the place he found for me to
setve.

Special Music (by saloist) “Share His
Love”
(Baptist Hymral, 1975 edition, alsa
see p. 20)

Sharing Through Prayer

(The instrumentalist continues to
play softly “"Share His Love” untll
the women aze divided into groups.
Suggestions far grouping are found
on page 19.)

Praying-for- Self Group

Tt doesn’t take much of a person
tamake a Christian, bulitdoes take
all of that person.

How much of you iscommitted to
Christ? How much of you is
determined to be Christlike?

When you hear about laypersons
involved in sharing missions tasks,
what is your reaction? Is it
inspiration and thanksgiving, or is
itindifference and guilt? We need to
ask our Heavenly Father to mold
our attitudes into hia will 1or our
lives

{The leader direcis the group
prayertime using the following
guides )

1 Pray privately about yout own
relationship to God. Canfess
attitudes and sins which are not
pleasing ta Gad. Selfishness?
Indifference? Unconcern? Canfess
them Then concentrate on Jesus
2nd his loving, forgiving prasence.

"It we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just ta forgive us our
sing, and to cleanse ua from all
unrighteousness'” {1 John 1:9),
Some of you may wantta voice your
silent prayers. Feel &ee to do so.
(Allow time only for those who
have an urgency ta do this.)

2. Open your Biblea to Romara
12:6-6 and to Mondsy'« material in
RQYAL SERVICE sbout laypersona
who share in the missions task.
With a feli-tip pen or ¢ pencil,
underline or accent each gift you
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find shared. Study the listcarefully.
Pray, asking God to show you gifts
in yourown life you could use ko his
glory.

3. Readtogether the listof Home
Mission Board needs for laypersons
{cover 3). Choose trom the list
something you or your husband or
family could do.

4. Open your mind and hearl to
the Holy Spirit. Oifer yourself
afresh 1o God Ask, Am | the oneto
fill this need? Ask the Holy Spintto
empower you toshare Christas you
go about hving today and through
this week.

Praying-for-Each-Other Group

Martha (Mrs Bob) Hall says that
one reason she is a Southern Baptisi
missionary in Nigeria today is
because one day, when she
attended a week of prayer program,
her pastor's wife prayed, “'Lord, call
someone irom our church to meel
some of 1he needs we've heard
about loday ”” Martha and Hob Hall
became answers 10 that prayer

Dare we pray the prayer of that
pastor’s wife today? Let's do!

(Leader directs prayertime
following these guides.)

Form a sealed prayer circle, in
which each person puts her righi
arm around the woman next 1o ber.

“Dear friends. let us praclice
loving each other, tor love comes
from God and those who are loving
and kind show that ihey are the
children of God, and (hat they are
getting to know him better” (T John
4.7 TLB) ***

1 Pray brief prayers nf
thankfulness around the circle.
Each woman prays by name for the
woman on her nght, something like
this Lord, I'm thanktul for Winnie
I'know she is interested in missions
because she is with us today Lord.
strenpthen thal interest this week.

2. Look over the list of Home
Mission Boardheeds for laypersons
(cover 3).

3. Pray around the circle againin
this manner The leader prays:
Lord, callsomeone irom our ¢cburch
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to meet some af the needs we've
heard about today

Others in the circle then peay,
each in tuen: If that someone is
(person on right), help her to be
willing,

4 Spend a few minutes praying
silently, reinforcing the spoken
prayers with heart prayers. Let the
love of God flow through you lothe
person on your right until the group
is engulfed in love

Praying:for-Missions Group

Praying for missions requests is
not new. Missionary Paul begged
Chsishans Lo pray for his work, for
he had experienced the power of
answered prayer time and time
again.

“Will you be my prayer partners?
For the Lord Jesus Christ'ssake. and
because of your love for me — given
to you by the Holy Spirn — pray
much with me for my work”
{Romans 15:30 T1.B).*>" Then Paul
gave specific tequests to pray
aboul. Our specific requests today
are

t Pray for Mildred McWhorter
and her stafl: Montra Counis,
Karen Wright, and Louly Berrones

2. Ask God to direct and bless
the work mn the approximately 62
Baptist centers in the US.

3. Thank God for laypersons
who are sharing It you know any
by name, pray ¢specially for them
If you dar’t know any persanally,
pray for those mentined i 10day’s
matenial

4. Pray that Southern Baptists
will give every person in our nation
anopporlunity to hear and respond
to the gospel of Jesus Christ

3 Pray for bilingual missionary
Mike Majica and the church
volunteers who help him minister
along the Rio Grande River in
Texas.

6 Pray for the missionaries on
the prayer calendar toda
43-48). A

c tosing Meduauon

{(Manisi plays sofily ““Shate His

Love' as women teturn from
groups to general meeting )

Leader- Perhaps some have givy,
gifts today of time and talenty,
Now, we have the Oppostunty iy
give money gifts.

o ffenng Ingathering

(Pianist continues 10 play as
women lay offerings in plale ind
leave.)

MM verse b Sodeys Ly Frman g neally
ranisseon i The Ameridan Bible Seciol

T\-n 7 ot

Toby Deurm Heydad Sirpidner Too Line (ho

Buaid 1977] p 5 wesd by permmrion

“*The Lavimg Brhle Peraphraned wied by pormimimpdl
Tyadale Hoyse Publishery

MINISTER IN -
CHRIST'S NAME

Mildred Wade

M— Much of my time is speal

1 — In doing inconsequential
\hangs.

N — Now. with Chrisi as my
example,

{ — 1 wanl to do for others.

S — Seeimng their needs

T — Touches my hearl and

E — Encourages me 1o

R — Reach out in love

1T — Inviing others 10 know
N — New life in Him is fusl.

C — Caning and comforting in
1heir

H - Hour of despair and distes

R - Responding 10 their cries
help

I — In all situations, whethet

S — Siemming from physicsl.
spintual, or emoblional needs

T — Teaches them that

S - Someune cares and loves
them,

N — Nor will 1 do

A — Any act of love expecting
thanks for

M Myself. It will

E — Ever be done for His sake

Southem Baptl gregatians js the gonl of the
tharn Mew Englend Deptiat Assoclation. Thraugh
njpdclnm:lllonm and volunteer labor, aew chyrch
3 p.mhuthhonln!mw.&nl“-
vi, re galng up. Pastor Norwood Waterhomse bs pic-
with the old and the new meeting places.

UESDAY[ I
!
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H)rmn: “Lord, Speak to Me,
that [ May Speak™ (Bapfist Hymnat)

Lord, Speak to Me, that T may
Pray with Understanding

{A dramatic reading to be given
by one woman, spoken almost from
memory, with feeling and slowly.)

Father, how can lleamn to pray for
strangers? 1 like to pray for my
friends, and I like for them to pray
for me — but strangers like that
misgionary name on the slip of
paper ] was handed yesterday
What can | say about her besides,
God bless this missionary?

Lord, speak Lo me that [ may
understand

What's that, Father? You want me
10 think about the things | have in
common with 1that missionary?
Well, all right. Let me think.

For one thing, she's a Southem
Baptist. She probably studied the
same Sunday School lesson 1 did
tast Sunday. Al leasi she could
have. And maybe she heard some
of the same Bible truths preached.
She may have sung some of the
same hymns, She held in her hand
on Sunday momung 2 bullehn as )
did. and scanned the activities to
see how busy her week would be.
tOnly, I'm sure she does many
other things to witness and to tran
new Chnstians.)

And, Father, [ just realized she
toamay have children involved ina
music festival. And she, like me,
may be planning a surprise
birthday dinner for ber husband

§ can pray that her family
situation will be a good one. so Lhat
her home and family can be
effective witnesses,
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1 can pray that you, Fathet, will
direct her plans, and give her the
strength to carry out those plans.

1 can pray for her heelth and her
safety and for health and protection
for her family.

[ o

You know what | just thaught of,
Lord? I just realized that the
missionary is probably involvedina
week of prayer enperience right
now where she is. She may even be
praying this prayer. Lord, plesse

help het to pray for me, too,
hear my prayers for her, She
doesn’t seem like a str:

anymore, but Hke a sister in )

Thank you, Lord, for giving
this new understanding, In Jed
name I pray.

(Lead the whole group to regd
recite in unison Romans 1264,
printed in the program baokle

joned in the introd

tios )
Shan‘ng in Missions

Today we will look at missions.
the Northeast through the ey
Tom Biles, director of mission i
Connecticut and Rhode Island, g
HMB cassette and filmstrip frama:
tor Tuesday, if available.

T o sie

Church Extension worker
Ledyard, Connecticut

Tom and Nanel Biles maved b
Connediicut in 1974 when Ton
became the first director of

-

Jurches were established. First
gaptist Church of East Hartford was
ronatituted in Auguei 1961,
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church of
Croton was constituted three
nonths later with 48 members.

Jim Schneider was called as the

of the Groton church. Jim
and his wife, Louise, just out of
Midwestern Seminary and on iheir
honeymoan, artived in Grolon to
assis) ihe strugghing church.
Sinteen years and three children
{lody, Jim, and P.].) tater, Jim and
Louise continue to serve the
on| tion today.

Hs:gamds have )I;een saved
through this ministry. The church
has baptized over 1,100 persons in
these 16 years and has sponsored
four missions

Greenmeadow Baptist Church of
Narth Kingston, organized in 1962,
was the first Southern Baptist
church in Rhode Island.

Laypeesons were the catatysts
¢xch of these churches, and
{aypersong continue to serve

fﬂl Soulh
Baptists in New England

Their codonial home 1s only I
miles from Tom's office in
downtaown Ledyard. The town sl
Ledyard, like most New England
villages, is a picturesque residentd
area located in southeastemn
Connecticut, justa short drive fva
the Allantic Ocean.

Tom tells some of the backgronsd
of Southern Baptist growth inte
New England area and of the po
laypersons have played in thai
growth

Before 196) there were no
Southern Baptist churches in
Connecticut or Rhode Island.
Today, there ace 20 churchesandil
missions with a combined
membership of nearly ¢,100 in thes
two southern New England stsn

A550(

" l
1 our gift is to speak Gods

wm-uymmtup).mmmuhnuu{m

Pic) plane snother duy.
"

ge. we should do it”
Southern Baptists entered
Connecticut in 1961 and twe

fi ly today

I"
fit 1s to serve, we should
serve”

One (ayperson worth knowing
bovt and thanking God for was a
mailman named T. H. Harper. Mr.
Harper played a big part in starting
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church.

He and his family moved ta the
Groton area and discovered there
was no Southern Baptist church for
files and miles around.

Mail Harper so ted a
Southern Bapttst churchin his area,
1hat he renled a room for a meeting
Placein the YMCA He paid the ren
himself, prepared the Sunday
School lesson, 1he Training Union
Program, and even a sermon for
€3th of the warship services. Then,
along with 3 Navy chaplain, he ran
an ad in the Jocal paper, inviting
other Southern Baptists who lived
i ihe area to come and worship
with them.
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For several weeks no one came.
But Mr. Harper kept renting the
1oom and running the ad and
preparing every Sunday's services,
juet as if he expected people to
appear. Finally one family came,
and another, and another,

Eighteen months from the time
ihe first ad appeated in the paper.
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church of
Groton, Connecticut, was
arganized with 48 charter
members.

With the belp of the Home
Mission Board the church called »
pastor. That's when Jim and Louise
Schneider artived on the scene. The
swimming pooi of the Y became
the baptisery, and Sunday School
space was so limited that the
nursery department was crowded
into whai once was & closet!

But God blessed those
beginnings: and within five years
from that very first meeting, the

along with layperaons who serve as
volunteer directors.

Tom Biles says the moat
challenging need now is {or new
work. There are atill 12 cities in
Connecticut and Rhode Island with
populations over 30,000 where
there is no Southern Baptist church!
Alihough other Christian groups
have planted churches in southern
New England for three centuries,
the need is still great. Now
Southemn Baptists are adding their
resources to the church growth
movement in this section of the
Northeast. Biles says, “God has
blessed the work to the point that
the Southern New England Baptist
Association has set a goal of having,
50 congregations by 1980.”

S
‘0 we are to use our differeni

gifts”
Tom Biles points oul that

church grew to 350 L They
now meet in a lovely new building
overlooking the Thames River
Within easy reach of the busy
Connecticul Turnpike and just
across the river from (he United
States Coast Guard Academy, it 1s
the perfect spot for a church

T. H Harper, the mailman who
started the church, was not te
worship with it very bong. Six
months after the new building was
completed, he died. Bui the Harper
Memotial Educational Building of
that church stands today as a tribute
0 one layman’s involvement in
missions.

"W
hoever has authority,

should work hard”

Few places in the world have
more missions opportunities than
in soutbemn New England. One of
the most challenging ministries is {0
students. There are 69 university
and college campuses in this area
with 250,000 students. Southern
Baptists now have a director of
student ministries, Charles Scalise,
whalives in New Havenand serves
campuses across the two states

layp have used their spiritval
gifts and talents to minister in New
Fngland in diverse ways. These
include visiting choirs, youth trips,
Christian Service Corps workers,
pulpit supply. snd summer
missionaries Also, they lead home
Bible tellowships. help build
buildings, survey for new work
organize and participate in lay
wilness revivals, and start new
churches.

“Onelayperson {thank God foris
Jack Burton,” comments Biles,
“Jack and his family lived in
Connecticut for four years where he
served as a Master Chiel Sonarman
in the Navy. His wile, Carolyn,
served as my secretary and also as
secretary of Gallup Hill Baptist
Church in Ledyard. Jack has
preached here in Ledyard,
whenever needed, and he has gone
with me other times to help start
new work

We Are Sharing

(Testimony of Jack and Carolyn
Burton, United States Navy
family)

In 1974 Jack received his military
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orders tor » fast-sttack submarine
with & home port in Croton,
Connecticui. Previously, our family
had been stationed in Key West,
Florids, Virginis; and Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. We had been active in
Souibern Baptist churches in each
of these areas, but none of these
areas was even vaguely similar to
the Northeast. While here. due in
part to the difficultes, our lives
have been richly blessed snd we
have reached » much deeper
commitment to God through fesus
Chnat.
People here are conditoned 10
‘religious” activities. Generally,
people need to be awakened to the
fact thal Christ, nol religious
mvolvemen!, can save them

Gallup Hill Baptist Chorch in
Ledyard, Connecticui, 1s our home
church. The congregation has met
n an elementary school for ten
years. This i5 a long time fur
témporary worship facilities, but
we're hoping 1o starl a building in
the near future We do have a
pastar’s home The work 15
hindered each year when military
Gansfers cut into our numbership.

Qur church has had three pastors
gince we became members. We
atrangly feel thal we were placed
bere directly becavse God knew of
these difficuli times and 1hal our
talents — given by him — could be
used to in a Chnsi-centered
church

[ {(Carolyn) 1aught a jumor high
Sunday School clags. Teaching in a
public school has limilations. No
pictures or projects can be left from
week tn week. Nothing belonging,
to the school can be disiutbed. and
the temperature in winler is sei at 60
degrees. Despite these problems
persons have been reached thraugh
this class. 1 alao served as church
treasurer.

My hllib)rld., Jack, assisted Tom
Biles by directing music ai the first
meetings of rwo new missions,
Fairtield and Tarmington. Since that
fira1 meehng, Fairfield has grown
N0 a atrong mission that has now

called a full-time pasior. A recent
record altendance waa 65. They also
meel in a school. Torringlon has
grown fiam vne man at its firsl
meeting early in 1977 to an average
of ten 1o 20 in a Friday evening
home Bible felowship.

Jack served the Gallup Hill
church as Sunday School 1eacher,
chairman of deacons, member of
the missions commitiee, and music
director.

While based in New England Jack
speni most of his time at sea The
Navy does not carry chaplains on
submarines, 30 Jack serves as
Protesiant lay leader. This gives
him an opportunity to witness to
young men from all over the US. He
bas been marnage counselor,
tinancial advises, and a listener to
problems

Far lrom beny glamarous, our
Chrishan Iife is pretty routine
Opportunities lor service are
numerous in every church in this
area

We left Groton in December 10
begin a tour ashore in the San
Dicgo, Calidornia area We know
€od has something in mind for us
to do there

Special Music. Sobo. “Share His
Love' (Baphst Hymnal, 1975 edition)

shan'ng Through Prayer

({The pianisi conhinues to play
softly 'Share His Lave' until the
women are clustered in Iheir prayer
Eroups |

Praying-for-Self Group

{This group will use the same
guides as Monday No ane s to
repeat this group prayer experience
more than once this week Bul
everyone s #ncouraged to do il one
time )

Praying-for-Fach-Other Group

(This group will use Ihe same
guide as Monday. No one is 10
repeat this group prayer experience
more than once this week, Bul

everyane is encouraged 1o do
once.)

Praying- for-Missions Group

“Here are my directions; Pnr
much for others; plead tor God,
mercy upon them: give thanky jy
all he is going to da for them" |
Tim. 2'1 TLB) * Paul's i

~pullders for Chriat,”

werlt Backgrounds, are relsing up churches, camps, and
Ity t dusing i o

to Timothy are good advice m-;:
we pray for misgions

1. Thank God for Tom and
Nanel Riles. Ask 1hat God will
them to take the gospel to 4
Connecticut and Rhode lsland.

2 Pray for the 15 cities
over 30,000 people in southery
England where Scuthern Bapiy
need ta slart new chapels.

3. Pray for the churches s
chapels in Connecticul and g
Island which have no buildings
{Qut of 38 congregativns, 26
no lacilities of their own )

4 Pray tfor the im Schneld
and {or the continued growth
Pleasant Valley Baptist Churdi
Gralon

5. Pray thai the Southem Nai
England Assonianon will meeti
goal of S congregations by 1%L

6. Pray that God will seasd
laypersons ta replace the Jack
Burtons, and will direct the Bu
1o new places of sevvice in San
Diego

7 Pray by name for the
missionaries on the prayer colesia
{or today {pp 43-48)

c losing Meditation

{Piarsst plays sofily ‘‘Sharé
Love” while women return 8
assembly area )

Leader: Perhaps some oful
given ourselves anew and al
loday to Gad. Now, we can
our money gifis

offenrlg Ingathering

(Pianist continues ta play #y
wamen place oftermgs in pl
leave )

“Bibke s emves diom The Lipray Bkt Pariphred
peemicemnn of Jvndale Hawse Puslabery

WENESDA‘Y‘ }
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Hym: ‘Lord, Speak to Me,

thal [May Speak’ {Baptisi Hymnasl)

Lord. Speak to Me, that T May
Pray for Missions

(A dramatic reading 10 be given
by une woman, spoken irom
memory, slowly and with feeling)

Lord, it's me again — this
ordinary woman Omly I'm
beginning to feel not so ordinary.
I've learned this week thal lota of
your work it being carried an by
ordinary people, people just like
me. Tt makes me feel good, Lord, 1o
knaw you can use people like me in
home missions 11's kind of scary,
100 Suppose yo should call me ta
dn something Could 1?7 Would 1?
Would you help me, Lord?

Lovd. there's one thing 1 want to
ask you aboul praying for misgiona,,
You already know the requests —
the ones v ROYAL SERVICE. Yau led
1he missionaries 1o wrile them oul
and you watched over them aa they
wound their way fram the writer’s
desk across the editor’s deak to
finally become realities in pnot.

Why then, Lord, ia il important
for me to repeat them to you — fo
make these requeata mine?

Is it because you wani these
requesta to become my concerns? It
musi be!

1 remember, Jesus, 1hat you
practiced intercessory prayer. You
prayed for us because you lovad us.
One whole chapter in the Bible,
John 17, is your prayer for us.

I'm so glad you love us, Laed,
love ua ardinary peaple. Help ve
1his week to learn to love misgiona
as much as you love us.

Help ua to pray not just fram our
heads but from our hearis aa well.
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Tench us real concemn and make us
have the right attitudes. And Loed,
I know that if I'm erdinary I'm
important to you. The praying
pergon is just ws important to yoy as
the prayer requesi. Irangform us
both into your perfect will. Amen.

(Woman then leads the whale
group to read or recite in unison
Romans 12:6-8 TEV).

Mr and Mrs. Jamés Griffin

Memiam. Kansas

Today we will leam ot more
laypersons who share. We'll see
these persons through the eyes of a
missionary couple, James and
Bootsie Griffin. James serves as
Director o1 Associational Missions
of the Kansas City, Kansas, Baphst
Association, with offices in
Merniam, Kansas. {Insert HMB
cassette and filmstrip frames for
Wednesday. it avarlable)

James and Bootsie are both native
Georgians, whose commitment to
home missions has transplanted
them 10 Kansas.

James grew up on a larm and
attended school in south Georgia
Bootsie {whose real name is Mary)
grew up and attended school in
Miami, Florida. Bootsie and James
met while he was in the US Navy
flying oul of Dinner Key {near
Miami) 10 South America They
were marred in California. Now
they have two grown children and
four grandchildren

The Griffins live in »
three-bedroom ranch-rype house 1n
Country Hills subdivision of
Lenexa, Kansas This is a new area
of about 225 single-family houses, a
good place for 2 missionary to be
planted

lames atises early every moming
for Bible study and prayer. then
coffee. By lhis*ime, Bootsie gels up
James goes 10 the office or 10 one of
the churches to begin another day
of work

The Gniffins are parncularly
thankfui for iaypersons who have

30

helped them in their church
extengion mission

"
o we are to use our differeni

James Griffin is excited about a
lay program which helps in
building new churches. Rev
George Carheet, First Baptisi
Church, Greenwood, Louisiana,
coordinates it.

The ministry began in 1962 when
Mz. Carkeet led about two dozen
persons from his church to go with
him to Colerado to help build a
church.

Since thal time, he has been
instrumental in using laypersons
from many churches to help build
651675 church buildings from coast
10 coast and tom Canada to
Mexico. Each crew has 40 10 100
persons. They travel at their own
expense incaravans to construction
sites.

Using local Baptists who are
available, a Builders for Christ crew
can generally “dry-in”' a good- sized
building in a littie more than a
week The foundation is udually
poured and the building materials
on the ground when the crew
arrives, generally on Saturday or
Sunday

The men wark on the building
from sunup to sundown. The
women and children help with
Vacation Bible School, survey work,
and light jobs around construction.
Many facilities are used for services
the following Sunday — just one
week later.

James met George Carkeel al the
1977 Southern Baptist Convention
meenng in Kansas City He was
happy to see him agam, for he had
known George for a iong Lime and
had fellowed his building work
This wsil, however, exaited James
because 1t raised the possibility of
Builders for Christ helping with
some of the buildings in his own
area. passibly New Hope Baptist
Church al Shawnee, Milburn
Chapel in Overland Park, or Vista
Baptisi in Qlathe

As James and Bootsie aat dowy
on Sunday night following the
Convention to recap the wesly
events, they talked about the
tremendous help Builders for
Chrit could be to them. Boowp
said, “Whata joyous thoughtj
think about Builders for Chrin
coming to help ourchurches. Lay
pray often that God will help thuy
be true soon.” James replied, ™
we will pray often and we will
our Baptist friends to join us iy
prayet for these needs d
Week of Prayer for Home Misgiey
next March

George Carkeel is nota
layperson. He is a sunister, buth
has nsed several thousand
laypersons, getting them invohe
in building churches

" I
f it is to 1each, we shoold
teach’’

In the summer of 1977 James
Griffin helped conduct a Vacatir
Bibte School for deaf childrenin
Clathe, Kansas, at Vista Baptis!
Chusch. Of the 23 enrolled, thw
children made professions of b
ina special Sunday evening servia

Some of the lay persons sharingi
this munistry included Beth Ams
Van Bushirk, director, Glends
Brumley, leader, Rose White:
Scrivner, Terni Brown, a studenl
summer missionary from Edmoad,
Oklshoma, young people from
Vigta; and a youlh group trom it
Baptist Church, Searcy, Askanm

Before the Vacation Biblte Schod
only one ar two deaf children we
in the services. Dunng a session.
seven of the deaf youth lined @
and signed, “God loves you, 1Ml
love you™ for Mr. Gntfin They
were Lhrilled that such a projesis¢
conducted especially for them.

In addition 1o day care
(kindergarten), after-school
activities, and a clothes closel, B¢
Westport Spanish Chapel (mise®
of Nall Avenue Baptist Church)
conducts piano classes for
neighborhood children. Two

omen, Mrs. Eleanor Johnson and

Suzanne Benjamin, from Nal!

Avenue church come to the chapel
provide these Jessons.

it
'fitinuenccmuge athers, we
should do sc”

\issionary |ames Gritfin says
fhat 3 good number of laypersons
ae involved in youth and family
ounseling programs, same with
the juvenile court program af
Wyandotle County. One layperson
mvolved is Mike Beebee A college
feshman, active RA and state RA
presidental Kansas, Mike served as
3 page 2t the Southern Baphist
Coavention in Kansas City, in 1977

Mike spends time each week with
agrade-school boy assigned to him
by the juvenile caurt Mike sees
kimsell a5 growing into a caring
person and his assigned youngater
1 responding ta his love and care
for him.

Mike is one of many — young and
old. male and female — wha give
bne weekly 10 help thase children
wha have prablems with the law

I Am Shanng

(testimony of Path Adams
Searcy. Arkansas)

After working in Vacation Bible
whoal for the deal at Vista Baptist
Church in Olathe, Kansas, | feel
mare sure of the Lord’s directian in
my life Beiore tcame here | teit the
Lord leading me to wark with the
dea, but | wasn't absolutely sure
Now, after having a little
expenence working with deaf
children, ) am sure thai the Lord is
“#sding me 1n that area. [ begin to
stehow necessary itis for peaple ta
leam sign language so they can
@mmonicate with deaf people and
tell them about Jesus

loved every minute while | was
werking in the Vacation Bible
S¢haol and 1 am thankful 1 had the
9pportunity to be there, |
iPpreciate the other warkers in the
sthoal wha helped me leatn sign
ANguage ) was thankful that three

M0YAL SERVICE » MARCH 1878

boys found Jesus during the Bible
achaal. and [ will be praying that

mare youth willbe saved in the deaf
ministry at Vista.

i wag smazed at how eager the
kids were to learn, and how |
wanted t¢ be able ta leach them.
Rornans 10:14 says, “How then
shall they call an him in whom they
have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall they
hear withaut a preacher?” This
Scripture passage made me think
aboul the deaf — that they are
unable to hear the gospel unless
someone can tell them in sign
language This made me want to
learn sign language

Sharing Thraugh Prayer

{The pianist continues to play
softly “Share His Love” until the
women are clustered intheir prayer
groups. Suggestions tar grouping
are found on p 19]

Praying-for-Self Group

{This group uses the same guides
as Manday Noone is to repeal this
group prayer experience maore than
once this week, But everyone is
encautaged ta do it once ]

Praying-for-Each- Other Group

(This group uses the same guides
as Monday. No oneis ta repeat this
gOUp prayer experience more than
once this week But everyone 15
encouraged to do it once.)

Praying-for- Missians Group

In the fetter to the Colossians,
Pout encouraged missions praying:
‘Be persistent in prayer, and keep
alert as you pray, giving thanks to
God. At the same time pray also fot
us. sa that God will give us a goad
oppartunity ta pteach his message
about the secret of Chnst” (Cal.
423 TEV)*

1. Be alert to and thankful for
young persons like Patti Adams and
Mike Beebee who are becoming
involved in missions Pray that the
youth in your church will be used

Pray. by name, for young persons
you know wha are invalved as
summer mussionaries, of in special
projects like revival teams.

2, Thank God for James and
Bootsie Griffin. Ask God ta direct
them in their work of developing,
encouraging, and extending
churches in their Kansas ares,

3. Praise God far George
Carkaet and Builders for Chriat
Pray that hundreds more capable
builders and thelr families will
volunteer to become invalved in
constructing churches and hoiding
Bible schoals and revivals.

4. The two objectives of Bald
Misgion Thrust are (1) that every
persanin the United Siates be given
an oppartunity to hear and respond
to the gospel, and (2) that every
person have an opportunity to
become a part of a local group of
believers, so that their uith may be
strengthened and that the gaspel
may be carried to the ends of the
earth, Pray eamestly and in faith
believing thal these two objectives
will become realities far the glory of
God.

5. Pray for SPOTS (Special
Projects Other than Summer) like
the Easter missions ta the beaches.
college campuses, and cities

6. Pray for missionaries on the
prayer calendar taday (pp 43-48

CIosing Meditation

{Planist plays softly “Share His
Love" as persons return from
groups to general meeting area.)

Leader: Perhaps some of you
have given yours¢lves anew and
afresh taday to Gad. Now, we have
the oppoartunity to share our maney
gifts.

o Hering Ingathering

{Pianist continues to play a8 women
place otferings in plate and Jeave.)

“Mibke versey troch Rlay ¢ Englun Vimwm wry veed by
prowcssion of Thy American Bibie Society Coprright
193¢
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Gaynor Yancey visits with irlends on the steps of
Frankford Avenue Bapuat Church, Philadelphia, PA
Weekday prog and have given ¢

ity residents & personal feellng about "that church onthe
coener.”

RSDA

H ymn: “Lord, Speak to b,

thai ) May Speak™
(Baptist Hyminal)

Lord, Speak to Me, that 13y
Pray with Honesty

{A dramati reading to be g
by one woman, spoken almosike,
memory, with feeling and slowh|

| have learned one thing this
week, Lord. [ have learned thu
when 1 say, “Lord, speak tome"
you do. Sometimes when you
speak to me, Father, it makes s
{eel uncomfortable

You know what the hardes pat
of the whole Bible 1s for me? Iisthy
secand chapter of James. Andain
I'd prayed yesterday, *Lord. spet
to me.” guess what Sceiptureskegt
coming to my yund? You know
what it was, Lord.

"My brothers, what good isi
for someone to say that he hai
faith if his actions do nol prover!
Can that faith save him? Suppe
there are brothers or sisters wh
need clothes and don't have
enough to eat. What good istkn
in your saying to them. "God
bless you' Keep warm and et
well!' — it you don’t give thes
the necessihes of life?” (James
2-14-16 TEV).*

That always bothers me, Lom.
How can I honesty pray, “Helptit
missionaries to help people,” whe
I'm noi helping people? Oh, 1hao
1 do litthe things — used clothing
and carrot cakes. But really givap
of myself to help? 1 can’t say th!!
do.

When [ was thinking of all the«
things, I picked up a church
bultetin, and there staring a1 0%
was this one-liner- *The Lords
wotk doesn't suffer from our

Uited ability. but from bue limited
availability

You are seally speaking to me
sout these things. Lord.

Help me to hear you, and change
e, Falher, sothat when 1 pray fora
missionaty 1o be available to
whatever the Haly Spirit leads, |
will be, too.

That's a hard prayer, Lord, but |
mean it. 1 really do

{Woman leads group to recite
Romans 12:6-8 TEV.)

G aynor Yancey,

Weehday Ministries,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Gaynor Yancey is director of
communily ministries for
Frankiord Avenue Baptist Church
in Philadelphia An inner-city
neighborhooed surtounds the
church Miss Yancey directs a
conhinuing program of helping the
persons 1n the community. (Inser|
HMB casselte and filmstrip frames
for Thursday, it available)

Much of Gaynor's work is with
chidren. She directs a Sesame
Shreel program, backyard Bible
cubs. summer lunch program,
mother's morning out, and a
ministry to mentally vetarded
children. All of these mi ies are

group session. Gaynor received
over 500 letters assuring her of the
prayers of Baptist Women.

But, that was just the beginning
of her experiences because of the
prayers of Baptist Women. Let her
tell you about it

“’Fitet, bet me say how very much
1 appreciate your letters of prayer
supporl. You will never knaw
exaclly whal thai means in the lite
ol a missianary. It brings about
power in our kives that we know of
as divine power.

“During laai February I felt
definitely led of the Lord to have

thing called Operati
Snowblanket. Most of you did not
even knaw about this, and that is

knew that the churches in

cettain states could, and of course,
this would invoive them in 2 real
misaions effort. So, knowing that
God wan leading all the way, |
called people | knew in theor stales
and asked if they could sand these
Heons. | did not have any idea what
reaponse | wonld get; I justleftitin
the Lord's hands.

“Well, Operation Snowblanket
litevally snowballed! Never have ]
seen such an outpouring of God's
love. We were to distribule on 2
Saturday morning at 11:00. On
Thursday, we passed out Mlyen
advertising the event. On Friday a
wan came from Washington, DC,
with 2 20-tool rented truck full of

whai makes this whole situation so
uniqme, We were all so cold last
winler. We had to sit under
blankets; were iald anly to bathe
once 3 week, only wash clothes
once a week, and definitely we
were not 10 use our dishwashers
and clothes dryers. Each day as |
wauld see all of the children
withoutcaps and mittens, lbecame
even more burdened. 1 really began
praying that God waould give me an
ideaoran impression of samething
we ¢ould do in the weekday
program that wauld show the

designed to teach children about
Christ and 10 help them live useful
and happy lives, and to reach into
their families

Two things happened to Gaynor
Vancey in February 1977 that she
wants Baptist Women to know
about. First, Philadelphia {like most
of the nartheast United States)
sulfered a cold, cold winter with far
below narmal temperatures and far
above normal snowfall. The ather
thing was that Caynor Yancey and
Frankford Avenue work were
faatured in February 1977 ROYAL
SENYICE prayer group material.
Laynor Joes not think it mere
“oinadence that Baptist Women
wereled to pray for her ata time her
drea was subfering and in great
need.
Asaresullnllhe?ehmary prayer
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people of this ity fhat
Frankford Avenue Baptist Church
— and more than that, Christians
all over our Uniled Stales — were
concerned about aur plight.

“In 1he midst of all of theer
earnest prayers and seekings |
teceived a long distance cal) from a
pastor in Miesouri. He naid his
church would be collecting
blankets to send us to keep ue
warm. He said that they weren’t
ardinary blankets, but that they
were divine blankets. As ! drove
home that day, it hit me like a
thunderboli: the Lord had
answered my prayers through'this
pastor. We would call the project
Operation Snowblanket and we

thing but coats. 1 didn’t ¢ven
know they were collecting hem.
51ill, as Saturday drew closer | was
anxious about how many people
would respond from our
community to come to gei the
items. Over sin states responded.
People in these states really came ta
our aid.

"By the time Saturday morning
came, everylhing was
well-arganized! People first had to
give us their name and address and
the number of persons in their
families. 1f they had five in the
family they could have one
blanket, but if they had six (0 (en,
they conld have two blankete.
Everyone could have a pair of
miltens and a cap, plus other
clothing. Every person conld
choose a coal. The last thing they
were to get before leaving was a
Gospel of John.

“At9:00 .M. the bell rang. It was
abittle 80-year-old lady who told ua
to call her Mom. She was wearing
b d shoes, 2 b d coat,
and a borrowed dress. All she
awned was in » shopping bag in
her hand. She had the best time
going from table to table griting
thinga all by herself. She said she
had been praying to God that
weuld do something to

would provide free blankete, free
caps, and free miftens. | knew our
struggling litile chapel could not

possibly aftord these itema, But |}

help her get warth this winter] We
gave her coffee and ahe really
enjoyed that.




“A man cried bacause he was sul
of work and cauld not sfford coats
for hia four boya. Needless 1o say,
they all had ome when they left. A
senior sdult couple had spent their
nights under their coats because
they had no blanket. Now, they
have a warm blankel, thanks to
your sharing.

“By the#and of the day 780 people
had come through our doors.
Everybady wanted 10 know why
we were doing thia, We were able
o sdy it was because of Christy
love and the working together af
his peaple all over the country.

“Since thai day, things have
changed around aur church. Most
Sunday» we have vialtors now.
People know about ‘that church on
the cornet.’

“‘The most exciting thing to me,
though, is to aee how God worked.
You Baptist women were praying in
2 concerted effact, though you
didn’t know exactly what our needs
were. God did know those needs,
and he ook those prayers and
madesomething wonderful for me,
# » missionary, to sland back and
¢ce and experience.

A specific prayer request you
prayed aboul in February was for a
young couple to join ous church.
We have thal couple now! The wife
came on profession of faith and
baptiam, and her husband
followed two weaks later.”

C..

“Without laypersons sharing,
our work just wouldn't get done
says Gaynor Yancey. “One person
I'm thankful for is Carrie, bacause |
know that with her help we will
accomplish more for the Lord
today. Carrie is a product of the
weekday program. She was fitst
involved in the Sesame Street
program, and although she no
longer hag children involved in it,
she atill workg in it. She is not 3
typical person from our community
because she is a high school
graduate and has an LPN
Certificate,

Carrie came into our church
through profeasion of falth and
baptism. She does so much to help
me because she believes o strongly
in what God is doing through our
weekday activities. She is the leader
for the mentaliy retarded children’s
club; she teaches the mentally
retarded Sunday School ¢lass; she

help them and listen to them,
1 always wanted 10 do social

work, 30 helping at the chuh

makes me feel like I'm doing

serves on the steering ¢ ittee of
the church; and she is Baptist
Women president

I Am Shanng

Here is the testimony of Carrie,
Frankford Avenue Baptist Church,
Philadelphia, Pennaylvania:

I prayed ihal the Lord would use
me righl where 1 was. | offered to
help in the activities around the
church. Gay told me she needed all
the help she could get because there
was so0 much ta do. | was exaited
because 1 would be helping her and
the church | don’t have much
money to give, butldo have alotof
time

Beinginvolved has meant several
thingsin my life [f1hadn't seen for
myself. | would never believe all the
things that are done in one day ata
church with this kind of work You
have ta know the people who come
tothe activities. You have tospend a
lot of time getting ready forall of the
activities.

That's bard, 100, because people
ate always coming in unexpectedly
from the streets (Gay calls them
divine opportunities). But one
thing I'velearned is Lhat thisis why
we have activity in the church
building — to meet people and
share with them aboui Jesus

1 om thankful that 1 can be
involved in the work of this church.
It’s the only church in our area that
has something going on all during
the week. Itis trying to show people
it is concerned about them in
everylhing, not just o they will
have everybady coming to church
on Sunday. If the people come by
and for some reason don’t have any
food, then we try to find out why.
Then Gay usually counsels with

thi g to help b dy the
The thing that I've learned mogq
all, though, is that God has ey
me through my rough times,
because I'm trying to serve hig
much as [ can.

sMﬁﬂg Through Prayer

Solo: “"Share His Love” (see p. B
(The pianist plays softly untise

women are 1 three gronps.)

Praying-for- Missions

1. Thank God for Gaynor Yanor
and for Carne and pray for ha
blessings on the work they do i
him in Philadelphia.

2. Thank God far his direct il
posibve answers to the praymd
Baptist women in February, for
Operation Snowblanket and ot i
young couple won through
Frankford Avenue Church

3. Pray by name for the
missionaries on the prayer calends
today (pp 43-48).

closil\g Meditation
{Pianist plays softly “Shate Hiil
Love” while women return toami,
Leader Perhaps some of you
have given yourselves anew and
afresh today to God. Now, weat
share our money gifts.

o ffering Ingathering

(Pianisi continues to play #
women place offesings in plow sl
leave.}

“Bible ve1nes 1o et Enghad Worua uty el
Promianon of The Ameean Aitla Suinty S
19%
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Wards by Tnlby lordan Muyc by Beity Aan Ramseth (& Capynght 1975 Broadman Press Al
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[ | 'ymn: “Lord, Speak to Me,
that1May Speak’” (Baptist Hymnal)

Lord, Speak to Me, Lhatl May Share
(A dramatic reading to be given by
one woman, spoken almost from

memory, with feeling and slowly)

Lmd, just what is my gift? Please
help me to know, Ts it speaking
God’s message? ['m no preacher,
that'sforsure. ls it serving? And ifit
is, how and where? Could it be
teaching? Showing kindness?
Encouraging olhers?

Father, sometimes | think | ¢an’t
do anything — | don’t have any of
those gifts Other times. when I'm
watching someone else teach or
serve or Jead a conference. I think 1
¢ould do that. ['m embarrassed to
tell you this, Lord, bui you know it
anyway Sometimes i think 1 could
do better than she is doing — If 1
had time, that is. Bul, then I gues
you've given us all the same
amount of time, at leasi the same
number of hours in a day, and days
in a week

When | was wondering aboutl my
gift Jast night, and what you want
me lodo, youshowed mea versein
James, “If you wani to know what
God wants you to do. ask him, and
he will gladly tell you™ {fames 1:5
TLB)."

And another jn Galatians that
clearly told me. I advise you to
abey only 1he Holy Spirit's in
structions. He will tell you wherc to
g0 and what 10 do”(Gal 5:16 TLB).*

So, Father, after this week, 1 am
willing. Please tell me where and
how you want me to share, In Jesus
name, Amen.

as
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{Woman leads group to recile in
chorus, Romans 12:6-8 TEV prinled
in the program bookilet mentioned
m the ntroduchon )

Sharing n Missions

{Insert HMB tape and filmstnp
{rames for Friday, i available)

Today's matenal is about one
particular mission, the resorl
minlstry of Extes Park Baphist
Church in Estes Park, Coloradn —
especially about some of 1he
laypersons who have shared in thai

misiry,

The reason for this is thal a fuany
thing happened to me (yaur writer)
on the way lo completing the week
of prayer assignment. | had written
the material for the first tour days,
and | was praying aboul whal to
wnite about fuy the hifth day
Unexpecledly, we recrived a call
from jon Lorch, pasior of Estes Park
Raptist Chuech, wha asked (f the
young people from aur church,
South Haven Raplistin Spnngfield,
Missouri, couwld come to Calorada
and “do” a Vacanon Bible Schoal at
Fstes Park We were to lurnish all
malgnals and leaders They wauld
turnishihe building and the popils
We quickly said yes. Jon l.orch
followed up with a harder question
Would my husband, Paul Swadley
(pastor of Sauth Haven), being his
family and conduct a series of
evangelishc services 1o finish up the
work of anr young people? That
was rasy enough, bul then came the
clincher: dusing nur vacation and at
avrown expense. This was a bitofa
challenge We had planned 1o go to
Flozida to visit family and to take
the children to Disney World; bui
once we prayed about at, we knew
God wanted us to spend aur
vacation in Esles Park, Colarado

S0, we went. My husband
preached 2 reyival. Our family
sang We parhcipaled in every way
we could in the Esles Mark resorl
ministry | was able to see summer
nussionanes and Chrishan Service
Corps people in action

e

And it lumed out to be the best
vacation we ever had Even the
chibdren said so.

Eslts Park Baptist Church

This church exists today because
of a dream planted in 1he hearts of
IwoBaptisi laymen and their wives,
Bob and Jean Hickam and Homer
and La Nelle Clements.

We met the Clements when we
arnved in Esies Park and checked in
at the Circle A Lodge On the door
was a sign which said, ' Ths olfice
is closed during Sunday Schoal,
worship servies, and far
Wednesday night prayer
meetings * We guessed
immedialely that 1his famly was
activein Southemn Baptist work We
were nght

They had unce lived (n Naturna,
Colurado, and missions had been in
theur blaod ever since they'd been
involved in the beginmings of a
mission there  Alter maving
“home"" to Texas, they became
convinced thal the Lord wanted
themin Calorado omer Clements
says, "The Lotd began paviag the
way for us 1o come through some
beauntul ouracles Tn May 1972 we
arnved at Estes Pack_ and the Ciccle
A Lodge was to be our new home.
We started atending church at
Foothills in Lyons. It was a
Southern Baptist missian meehng
10 3 schoal cafelena ' Am it was 30
miles from Estes Park. It nnly they
vould lacale another Baphist family,
they could begin Southern Bapust
work there

Aboul that ime Bob and Jean
Hickam and their daughter. Gail,
wha had moved 10 Fstes Park from
Independence, Missouri, were also
lnoking for a Southern Baptist
chorch.

The tfickain and Clements
families found #ach other in April
1973 and resolved together to begin
Southern Baptist wark in Esles
"ark They began with a hame Bible
study sad worship services, led by
John King, who drove over from
Foothills Baptist Church nlyonsin

help begin the Estes Park wog
Meeting sometimea in the Hyt,
home and sometimes in the
Clements home, the younyg ghe
began to grow. Sunday Schag
altendance reached about B0 thy
summer, SO the group met gt Ging
A Lodge, using some of 1he e
for clasarooms and a large roomiy
the lodge’s main bullding for
worship services.

Just last Easter {1977), the chd
muved into a perma nent quarten,
lovely, tunctional building
at the end of Lake Estes. nestiad
among Rocky Mountain foothly
The bailding 1vas dedicated fun
19. 1977 with Clen Braswsll,
Colorado executive secrelary, o
hand for the dedication.

With about 20 famulies now e
membership, the church dead
Taunch an all-oul mimisicy to the
hundreds of thousands of towia
who visil Esles Park annually.
Church leaders realized thal i
an autreach would am only bego
lor tounsts, bul also for the
matunng of the ynung church

Teimiy Baptist in |.ovelandk
one af their buses dar the sutmn
We first met Bob and Jean Hi
when they arrived with a bp tl
young, people for the revivel we
were 1o lead (4 was ohviows the
Hickams wete more than just b
Ariver and captain. Their friendh
smiles radiated love and concemls
people.

S
o we are la use our diffet

gHts"”

Mastor Jon Lorch is graveful ke
staff of summer missionanies wh
assisted last summer in the
ministry, 1o Calorado Baptisty’
massions direcior Don Muriay, ol
home missionary Bill Austin b
helping secure the summer misi®
s1aff. and to miasianary Chud
Clayion for secunng the siaff

The missionaries who livedmi
church were Colorada student
Juanita Cook, Becky Johns, and
David Harp Also, there was Bt
Cannan, the first summer

msionary to be senl out from his
ome siate ol Alaaka In addition,
rd and Marilyn Caron, who
ath their two children Tived in a
s irailer adjoining the church
ding, served a8 hovseparents
d cooks for the sumeer missions

The summer missionaries
anned and conducled seven day
amps. A1 ~'Kids for Christ Rallies’”
hey used puppets and “Mr. Song
achine,” a giant robot-like
ature which mysteriously
ppensed song lyrics and music un
equest
Jon Lorch says of the summer
issionaries, “They all jusi did a
job They conducted seven day
amps. Tolal attendance for all the
amps was 551, which we feel s
emendous God blessed that
fort
“Noionly did they doday camps,
hey also helped promote our
unday evening sexvices by pulting
up posters throughoul the lown
MNobody knew whery our church
was The missionaries would go out
h week and put fresh posters up
m every malel, restaurant, and
hlking stanon in Fsles Mark_invihing
peapletocome They also helpedin
many ways (N Du¥ Seevices. SINZINg,
kading singing. greeting pecple.
and just sharing with them
“These young penple also began
arelgious census 10 Nederland.
Cokorado, which may be the
feundatian of starting a new church
Ihere There are only two churches
In the town, a small Presbyterian
and asmail Catholic, for about 3,000
People mn that avea. We're real
excited about that possibility

"W
hoever shares wilh

others should do it generously”
The summer missionaries share
some o their experiences: Juanita
Cook, University of Southern
Colorada, Pyeblo recalls: “"There
Were imes when the Lovd used vs
"0 answer ather people’s prayers.
While we were oul walking nne
fvening we decided to stop and
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bave a saft drink. While Anita
waited on our lable she tearfully
related 10 us how she had had a
really tough day and how she had
prayed thai some Christi would
come abong 1hat she could talk tn.
Gad answered her prayer by
leading us 1o 1hat at ihat
particular moment. Later she came
to Estes Park Baphst Church

Becky Johns, Adams Stale
College. Alamosa, Colovado, says:
“My eyes were opened as never
betore 10 1he listless meanderings of
peoples lives. So many lives have
NO pUrpos#, no peace, no
happiness. | madv up my mind lo
Iry to love people to Jesns |
especially remember three
children, Vincent. lngrid, and
Carlos, who came to day camp at
Estes Park Baptist Chuech Full of
energy, they would burst inlo class
crying, ‘What are we doing today?
Can we play Steal the Bacon again?
Are we going down by the river? S0
much energy. and il was ourss o
direct

“On Monday we gave earh
camper a Good News New
Testament They were proud of
theie Bibles and listened sntently as T
wen( through the mechanics al how
to locale Scripture verses. We used
colnred hearts to explan the plan of
salvation, and they placed
bookmarks al lhe verses aboul $in,
repentence, lorgveness, and
newness of life.
' "Tuesday morming Vincent,
Ingrid. and Carlos could hardly
wail to lell me about the races they
had looking up Bible verses None
of the chibdren made 3 profession of
1aith, but | 1hink a seed was planted
in their lives. | have claimed lsaiah
55:11, ‘S0 shall my word be that
goethiorthout of my mouth itshall
Aot retirn unto me vosd.' ™'

Bruce Cannon, Anchorage,
Alasha, says: | worked wn day
camps, visited in hymes of
campers. helped with religinus
survey work, and did public re-
lations and publiaity tor Estes Park
Baptisl Church Our high

attendance came during August.
when we had 93 in the early
worship service, 193 in the 11:00
A M. secvice, and 231 in the
evening service (The building
won't hold thai many — some
listened tram the basement and
some from outside ) Now, that's
reaching people for Christ!”

Many groups of laypersons
helped Jast summer in the Fstes
Park mission. Youth chowrs and
adull choirs ministered at services
One lay group, youth trom First
Baptist, Graham, Texas, did
expenmental campground
ministnes. They were so well
received that this concepi of
ministry will be enlarged this
summer,

Youth fram Suuth aven Baptist
Church, Spnngheld, Missoun, did
what Jon Lorch called “"an instant
Vacation Bible School.” Bringing all
the malerials wih them, they
arnved al the church al -0 one
Manday moming. By nine, when
the pupils came, they were )l sel
for » full-scale Bibte school,
complete with joinl warship sesvice
and classes from nursery through
sinth-graders. The young people
had many beautitul expenences

They re still talking aboul a small
child whom they taught 1o sing,
“There's Na One Exactly Like Mep,”
{sce p 35). The child went home
singing the song His parenis were
sa touched that they recarded the
song — a remmder thal Godcreates
each ofusspecial - and the parents
began to talk about the possibibty of
attending church regularly

A t1eenage girl who had shared
Hible stones all week with the
children cherished a note handed
her on the Jast day: “Anita, | cried
iasl night because 1 don’t want you
to feave. Thank you for loving us

Sharing Through Prayer

(The pianisi cantinues to play
sofily “Share His Love’ until the
women ate <lustered in Ihree
groups }
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Praying-for-Massions

Jon Lorch provides these prayer
reguests:

1 In order for us to handle more
people, one possibility we're
praying about is an outdoor
amphitheater. It would be very
beauliful in our scenic area, and we
bave Ihe land. Bul pray thal a group
al men somewhere will build it for
us.

2. We re exploring the possibility
of a US-2 person to work with
singles in our area. Pray about this

3 We need to gel tied 1n to some
Campers on Mission and hold
services in the campgrounds. Pray

hat 1his will come about.

4. Pray thal God will send us
more groups of laypersans in 1978
and that the summer missionaries
led here will be another fine,
helpful group

5 Thank God for Pastor Jon
Lorch and tnr Home Mission Board
persannel Rill Austn and Chuck

Clayton who support work w the
aresa

c losing Meditation

(Pianist plays softly “‘Share His
Love’ as persons retum from
gTOUpS IO meeting area.)

Leader: Perhaps some of you
have given of yourselves anew and
have rcommitied yourselves to share
in mussions this summer. Would
you like to make that commitment
known to the group? (Allow lime
for sharing.)

Now all of us have the
opporiunity to share pur money

gifts

oiknng Ingathering

(Pranist plays softly as women
place offenngs in plate and leave )

*Bible verses from The Living Bible Paraphrased used by
permission of Tyndale House Publishers Copynght
1971

Elizabeth (Mrs.

Paul) Swadleyint|
authar of Your Christian Weddmy
Drnner on the Grounds, and
Christmas et Home Her pastn
husband is president of the
Missourn Baptist Convention. T
Swadleys live in Springfield anda
parents of two RAs and a GA

FRANCES IMRS. WAYNE) FULLER

AMMAN,ﬁ]GRDON lrs
SUNDAY

MORNING,

an annl\'?r':ary

of the day, hght

burst out of darkness

and the guards fell down

and the earth shaok with the
vinlence

of your breaking thraugh the daar

Two ihousand years, almost,
according fo the history books
but 1nday 1t seems

perhaps a week ago

so freshly does the joy

renew jtself in me

A memory inheriled
from the poor in spinit stirs
deep in my mind

when | read the story

in your Book

and [ recall the sun

white on the chalky earth
around the tomb,

my despawr yielding

to tears of confusion

and the first brilliant knawing
that I had not lost you

atrer all

s Sunday moming, Lord
and | would be old

and tired

and afraid

except that you are alive
mn me

ALINe FUSELIER

GENDA FOR MARCH BAPTIST

OMEN OFFICERS" COUNCIL

EETING

Record plans m Baptist
Women'BYW Record, Report,
and Planning Forms*

Use the suggested meditation in
officer council

Discuss making reports

Plan for Baptist Women
homebound members

Check detailed checklist for Week
aof Prayer for Home Missions

Plan for Anmie Armsirong Easter
Oifering pramotion

Plan for promohon of individual
reading plan

Discuss use of variations in plans
for study meetings

Flan tar use of basic missions
information

Yan for Round Table Book Club
oromotion

Man regular Baplist Women
activities
general meeting
mis3ion action project
missI0n Support activities
coordinate group pians

Fraluate Baptist Women work
according to the Baptist
Women Achievement Guide

Premote Missions Night Out

Conduct cantinuous teader
’ilﬂ.!ﬂg

OMEBOUND

The mussion support chairman
"l tape sessians of the Week of
Fraver for Home Missions. Deliver
hese tapes and a 1ape vecorder to
dmebound members. If there are
veral homebound members it
Y be necessary ta make more
han one tape, or ahare the lapes
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PRAYER RETREAT

The Baptis| Women president
will cammunicate to the Baptist
Women Ofticers’ Council plans for
the churchwide prayet retreat to be
held in April. Invite all Baptist
Women officers and members to
participate

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER
OFFFRING

Ask the question featured on
cover2 Suggest that the wamen fill
out the quiz a1 home and then set
bold personal goals for gaving to the
offering

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR HOME
MISSIONS
Check this lst to determine
readiness for Week of Prayer for
Home Missions. The listis based on
pilans (n February Forecaster
__ Plans made for five-day
observance in Baptist
Women
Publicity posters made and
displayed
Plans for churchwide
ohservance
communicated to all
Raptial Women
Provisions made far
children

OFFICERS’ SPIRITUAL
DEVELOPMENT

Select one officer ta read the
Serigiture pasnage suggested in Call
ta Prayer and the names of the
missionarier Pravide time fot each
atficer to expreas her needs fot
prayer. Provide time for prayer

Reter ta '“Christ in Youl” artide
onpage5 Explainthatinthisarticle
Minam Robinsan talks about the
importance of spring deaaing. She
feels that our spiritual hauses need
cleaning, t00. What are some of the
dust-catchezs in our spiritual
houses that need ta be thrown out?

RECORDS AND REPORTS

The secretary or the Baptist
Women president {if there is no
secretary) is responsible far making
the midyvar repart. Itis due April 1,
1978. The forms tor the reporis are
found 1 the Baptisl Women/BYW
Record, Report, and Planning
Forms ™ When the report is
complete give 11 to the Baptist
Women director or WMU director.
Use this time to look at the work
which your orgaruzation still needs
ta do 1n arder to be a ment,
advanced, or distinguished
organizahan Remember records
are a lodl for evaluation’ Determine
areas that need wark and set goals
for gethmg the wotk done.

CAONTINUQOUS LEADER
[RAINING

Discuss the difterence in the
Home Mission Graded Series and
the Week af Prayer for Home
Missions. Read column 1, an page
10, and column 2, page 26, of the
Baptist Women Manual * Aak one
peraan to talk about what was read.
Let rach peraan discusa the
differences of each activity as she
understands them Diuscuss ways to
help members understand the
differences between and
importance af the twa evenis.




VARIETY IN STUDY
PROCEDURES

mission study chairman

Bible study group Jeader

current missians group leader

Did you know that you have
thtee plans from which tochoose in
presenting study matenals each
month? The plans are at the end of
the study material for which you are
responsible The planning helps are
called Planning the Meeting in
ROYAL SERVICE. Aftet reading the
study malerial carefully, read
through all the plans. Choose the
plan that will provide the best
learning siluation for your Baptist
Women.

Same plans require more hme
and resources than others
Advance planning s necessary for a
good study axpenence

INDIVIDUAL READING PLAN
Take copies of Home Mission
Graded Series book, The Leaven and

the Saft.* to the Baphist Wamen
meeting Urge members who bave

nol read the book to read il If
members have read the book,
suggest other books for reading
from the features on pages é9and 54
in ROYAL SERVICE. These are
excerpts from two new books in the
Home Missions “Human Touch”
series.

MISSIONS NIGHT OUT

Check with the WMU director for
information related to activities in
Missions Night Out. Encourage
Baptist Women to participate in
these activities but to be concerned
wilh enlisting other persuns
Missians Night Out s designed to
reach persons who are not already
par!icipah’ng " missIons
orgamzations and activities

ROUND TABLE BOOK CLUSB

How can [ begin a missions
hbrary at home®

The answer 1s ssmple Join the
Round Table Book Ciub To find vul
how 1o join, tead page 71 1n the
Beptist Women Manwa! At vour
Baplist Women meeting, explain

the procedure and encou
members to join.

BASIC MISSIONS
INFORMATION

During the meeting {or
before it) call the Home
Hotline for the Jatest missi
information. Urge gronp
use this service to inform
groups. This could also be
family aclivity.

Home Missions Hotlise
{404) 875-7701
fanuaey 3-April 30
Messzge changed each
Friday afternoon
Cout: that of a
station-to-station
three-minuie call
from yous city to
Atanta, Georgia

Order from your Baptist

Name
Address
{ily.
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EBUILDING A LIFE
Yietnamese bride Nguysn Thi Bach
Phuang and graam Nguyen Viel Hung
ctlebrate heit wedding, after a tradi-
nongl Prolestani cecemony at Vedlavia
Hills Baptist Chuzch in Birmingham,
Aldama

Bach Phuong's famuly, which in-
¢tlades nine brathees and sinters, 4
rephew, and her mother and father,
were seitied in Bitmingham in July,
195, under the sponsotrship af the
VYesuviq Hills church.

Naw, the family is self-puppotling
and awns their own hame.

Hung and Bach Phuong credil the
fligh! tram Viel Nam tor beinging them
fogeiher. They met althe refugee camp
atEglin Air Force Base

Afier atwo. year courtship, much of
¥ by mail, the wedding date was el
Bich Phoong requested a traditional
ctiemany in (he Veslavia Chuech
Women of the church decacated the
Hnctuary and made the wedding coke
pitured here

We kfow 1hat we won'l be able lo
"Piy your kindness, 30 we promise
“Wnielves 10 Iry 1o work hard under the
Huetons af our sponsorta rebuild our
il which we have last in Viel Nam.

1d Bach Phuong's fathee on one ocea-
0n

With the beginning of a new family
ARk, the rebuilding goes on
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Three

Years Beyond

Refugee

Spousorship

Our Lactian Relugee Family
Eva B. Lloyd

! watched the Vongvilay family
board 3 bus for Houston. Tenas,
where they wauld join ather
members of their tamily Armdst
the waves and echoing gaodbyes
my mind went back to the day,
almost 3 vear earlier, when they
had arrived by plane at
tniernationa) Aaport near Kansas
City., Missauri.

The scene then was quite
different A year before six
strangers from the ather side of the
warld stood in the airport terminal
necvous, ill at ease. and extremely
weary They had flawn from
Thailand. whete they had lved for
six manths following theis escape
from Laos.

They lound it ditficulttoconverse
in English. Bul the Lard had
performed a miracle that day. He
helped me recall French words and
phrases [ thought ] had forgotten.
When Khamsavane, who speaks
French fluently, heard famitiar
phrases, his face lighted up and
excitedly he interpreted far his
wife. Phoutong. and her sister
Kongkham

The Vongvilays' coming to
Maryville, Missour), was an answer
to prayer. Clifford Rawley, pastor
af Laura Sireet Bapust Church, had
become burdened for Vietnamese
refugees atter hearing a former
missionary ta Vietnam plead for a
chutch or a group of churches to
become spansars for these
victimized peaple. As a result, Dr
Rawley recommended thal the

Northwest Missours Baphist
Assaciation became invalvedinthis
mission achion challenge, and the
recommendation was adopted. In
April 1976 Dr. Rawley received
word that a family of six would be
arnving from Thaland an May 17

We found both excitement and
challenge as we helped the tamily
adjust to their new life in America
Members of the 11 churches of the
associabion contributed money
fcad. clothimg, and adequate
futniture for a six-room house
provided tempararily by the
Maryville Housing Autharity, all of
which supplemented a genetous
contribution by the Home Mission
Baoard

Another answer 10 Frayer came,
when Khamsovane, whao is an
experienced mechanic. found a job.
The family became self-supparting
hefare they lett Maryville

Soon aftertheir arrival, the adults
were enrolled in special English
classes at Northwest Missouri State
University The children,
Surinhan, 7, Sengprachanh, 6, and
Chundary. 3. were enralled in the
Horace Mann Learning Center and
in the Child Development Center,
where they saon became adjusted,
#njoying their association with
uther children.

My husband and I were happy
thal the family hved anly a few
blacks from our hame As a tesult
we were abie to mimistet 10 Them
almost dally We enjoyed their
frequent visits in our home and the

“




picnics we shared. The children
came to our home to play games,
paint pictures, or to pop com Each
day they seemed 10 add new words
to 1heir vocabulary

One day, on hearing six-year-o}d
Sengprachanh address her brother
and sisier, "Hey, you guys!” 1said
to my husband. “She has masiered
the English language!”

Notonly did the Vonglivays learn
fram us, but they in tum
contributed to our knowledge. |
enjoyed teaching Phoutong and
Kongkham how to prepare
American food, and I appreciated
learning the secrets of their exatic
rice dishes. One of their new
friends taught them 1he art of
macrame, and they laught her
unusual crocheting and
embtorderning in which they are
quite skillful.

Among my greatest joys was
teaching Kongkham, 19, to play
simple selections on the piano and
tutoring her in Enghsh dunng the
holidays During these sessions she
shared with me some of the
difficulties she and her family bhad
experienced when the communists
look over her country, the
uncertamty of life they faced daily,
the tragic shooting of het cousin by
the communists, her forced
separation from her mother, and

other heartbreaking episodes.

1was able to explain more clearly
to her the meaning of the goapel,
which she had not heard before
arriving in Thailand. Although two
Baptist missi ¥ couples entered
Laos in 1974, they were torced out
in 1975. According la Lhe best
reports available, however, two
churches were esiablished as a
resull of their brief stay.

Through the efforts of members
of Laura Street Baptist Church, the
family altended Sunday School and
worship services regularly. As the
children’s understanding of English
inceeased, they looked forward to
attending Sunday School with their
new friends. Before they left they
had learned to sing “'fesus Loves
Me.” 1 Have Jay. Joy, Joy” and
other choruses On one occasion
when | invited them to aitend a
Baplist Women meeting at First
Baptist Church, Maryville. of which
tam a member, the children jomed
a group of American children to
sing these songs in English Before
ihey Jeft | prepared tapes of
choruses and hymns for them so
they could learn 1o sing them

Although there were rewarding
times when Khamsovane,
Phoutong, and Kongkham seemed
1o grasp the meaning of Jesus in
relation to God, their Buddhist

background made it diffieny
them to understand lhefnl]hk:
the gospel.

I pray that eventually, -ty
continue to hear the gospel,
words will speak to them o oy
actions atready have.

MORE REFUGEES EXPECTR

Southern Baptist sponsom i
needed for a new wave of
Indochinese refugees, now
in refugee camps in Malaysiq o
Thailand. krvin Dawson, HM)
direcior of immigration and e
service, urges Bapfists to respo
the 15,000 refugees who are
expected to immigrate 1o thi
country. Churches, associationg
individuals who are inierestedin
sponsorship may conlact the
program coordinator in thei st
or contact Mr. Dawson.
Many of the refugees are expe
10 be Christians Because of
Southern Baptist missionary
witness in the Thai camps, som
1800 Indochinese have made
professions of faith

Mrs Clarence Lioyd has served on e
refuges committee of the Northwen
Missouri Baptist Associatian. She sty
mission action chairman a1 Fival Bapes
Church in Maryville, Missoun

Missionaries ave listed on their
isthdays. An asterisk {*) indicates
e ies on furlough. A

n 4
lasionanies are lisied in Mission-
:':b,'mm . tree from For!igl Mia-
sion Board Literature, P. O. Box
597, Richmond. VA 23230, ot in
Hetne Mission Board Persornel Direc.
. kree from Home Mission Board
Likrature Service, 1350 Spring St.,

NW, Allanta, GA 0309

Akey 10 sbbreviations used in Prayes
Cilpndar is on page 4B

1Wedneaday 2 Tim. 1:3-17

Mn €. Franklin Broome, weekday
ministry, Ky.

Moy, Bruce Conrad, Indian, Utah

Jobn R. Insacs, retired. Fla.

Wra. Masgaret L. Lasley, weekday
director. Ky.

Summye Henson (Mrs. J.L.) Craw-
iord, educ . Venezuela

Jackson Day, preaching, Brazil

Joan Tumer (Mrs R.A ) Forreater,
homeichurch, Venezuela

Kitie McMahan {Mra. R.D.} Har-
an, homeichurch, Venezuela

Farick  Hepp, rel.  educ.,
Bangladesh

betly Maila (Mrs. D.L.) Jones,
home church. Ecuadar

Dougles Knapp, sgricullure. Tan-
nni
illiam McElrath, publishung, In-
donesia

Norma Lea Thomas (Mrs. D .A.)
Mock homeichurch, Japan

Bernice Neel, relired, Brazil

Raiph Yoars, music. Hang Kong

Tharsday  Mark 10:13-16
Elbet T Davia, church ext., Calll.
n. Fortunato Gonzales, Spanish.

Mn €ddle Joe Henson, church ext..
W Va

Mo Gerald Lawton, Indian, N
Mex.

Mrs. M.E. McGlamery, metro,
Nevada

Luis Mendiola, Spamish, Tex

Pable Nieto, Spanish, Tex.

M. Rudalph Ramirez, Spanish,
Okla

David b Saludez, Filipino, Hawaii

Toomis E. Sykes. church ext., Aniz.

Wyitt Lee, preaching, Mexico

Huﬂ'ﬂ‘ Smith, educ . Uruguay

Barbaca Fetters (Mm G M.) Work-
®an. el ed , Mafawi
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3 Friday 1 Peter 2:1-5

Mrs. Eliae Assi, Arabic, Calif.

Mra. Donald Beown, ruraliurban,
Md

James L. Crrakham, US-2, social
mimstry, Ark.

Mrs. Dante R. Finley, sonal minis-
try. La

M. Feenando Garcia, retired, Tex

Mra. William € Heck, social minis-
try, Tex

Roy L. Johnaon, retired. Ore.

Mrs. Harold Lindsay, metro. Mass

Mr. fepus Martinez, Spanish, N.Y

Mry. Julian Vigi, Spanish. Tex.

Roberl Burgin, bus. adm , Korea

Donal Jones (Mrt C.L, Jr.) Cul-
pepper. homaichurch, Talwan

Anneli Valtonen (Mra. C.3.) Dotion,
retired, Rhodesis

Joy Philips (Mrs. C.W.) Fenner,
home!church. Japan

Christine Wilson {Mrg. W.M.]
Hailey,* homeichurch, Japan

Charles  Norwood, doctor,
Guatemala

Rober! Parker, educ., Rhodesia

Jo Long (Mrs. L. T.) Scalen, home/
church, Kenya

James Ware, bus. adin, Colombia

4 Ssturday  lma. 11:1-9
Mn Thomas C. Adams, Polish, Pa
Mw. Morris H. Ellient, social mims-
try, Fla
M. O. Ray Harris, metro, Wash
Mrs E.L. Kelley, retired, Tex.
Mn. Wallace Pasham, Indian, Ariz.
John W. Pistane, Spanish, Fla.
Mre. lssac Rodriguez, Spanush, Tex.
M. Bitty Gene Ryan, meiro. Calil.
Janie Selvy, US-2, social minstry,
Ls

Branman Eubanks, bus. adm.,
Nigena

Elizabeth Young (Mry. C.€.) Evans,
homeschurch, Kenya

Lois Jennings. secretary, Brazil




Barbary Warkman
Box 50

Salima, Malawi
March 2

SRR Wik

The missionaty house in which
Barbara Workman lives in Malawi
has lovely Lake Malawi in the from
yard, When she wanta fish for di-
nner, ahe sepds her hushand or one
of the children to catch it at the edge
of the lawn

The Workmans, the only Southemn
Baplist missionaries in this lovely
lown. “wear severs) hats” and are
very busy people. Barhara says, "My
jobs are varied and include teaching
our two childven with the Calvent
correspondence course, editing
children’s Sunday School lessons,

Ining guests, king with
\he women and children in our
churches, and performing secrets-
nal work and bookkeeping for medi-
cal clinics.”

Her husband. Gerald, was ap-
pointed as » musk missionary, but
be i5 also an area evangelist and
administrator 0of » much-needed
mobide medical clinic

This year a new hymnal will be
published in Malawi. The Work-
mans have helped produce this.

Barbara and Gerald belonged to
the same Baptist Student Union in
college where they met. One year
Gerald was music chairman and
Barbara was program chairman

They were asked to t togathy
plan programa for vurpm
Within two monthy, they w,
gaged. She adds, “"Wa did
programs.”

A3 a college atudeny,
a BSU summer mi: .
used that experience, and o
call her overseas. When o
Gerald were married, the
hymn was “We'll Go Whep
Want Us 10 Go, Dear Lord”
were appointed as missionatiy
Mslawi in 1970

Philip. 11. and Deboruh, 3,
very important in this .
team. They are apimal (ovedc
their mother says the apimsl
tion ai their house contiy
grow. They have ihree dogy,
cais plug Xittens every few mel
two parakeets, rwo tame dochly
wild ducks, plus whatever m
for a day or two

Recently the family had Npp
meal for dinner, and they ledi
Bul they did not ity the mealolth
puft adder which Gerald kileds
the back porch.

Pray for this family in Maw
when you remember Barbacaonle
birthday

Martha Yocum (Me N.F) Lytle,
home’church, Issael

Jane Winchester {(Mrs. E.R.) MacHn,
homelchurch. Rwanda

Judy Igleheart (Mrs. R.T.) McEach-
ern, homeichuech, Korea

Sherwood Moffett, educ.. Japan

Carolyn
Rhadesia.

S Sunday Ram. 3:21-28

Suzanne M. Coyle, church eai., a

A.L. Davis, rerired. South Dakola

Mrs. Dewsy Wayne Hickey, chorch
exl , Neb

Mrs H Duane Highlander. sacial
mimstey. Tenn.

Larvy Hunt, Natl. Bapt., Fla.

Jere D. fudd, US-2. socual ministry,
Ala.

Fred Leverets. preaching. Nigens

A O. McGill. bus. adm _ Psnama

Peggy Comer (Mrs. W.E.) Ruble,
homechurch, Indonesia

Elmon Woods, dorm  pareni
Rhodesia

Roberison.” nurse.

6 Monday Rom 6.18-23
Joseph Deston, metra dir., Mich

7]

Me James E. Goadner, language.
Mass

Troies Linthicum, Spanish. N, Mex.

M. Glen C. Prock, retired, Calif

My Frank Ramirez, retired. Va

Mes. Lioyd K. Spencer, retired, IlI

Joe Pav) Tumes, metro dir , Del

Mra. Rodolte Viera, Spanish. N
Mex

L.A. Watson, retired. Ohla

Sharon Wolf, U'S-2. chuech et
N.C

George Faile.* docior. Ghana

Vivian Haegrove (Mrs. R.H.) Hite,
edue., Ghana

Leana Vsbell <Mrs, | E.} Tarry,
home:church, Brazi|

? Tuesday Psalon 51-1-9

Mre. Herbert Caudill, retined. Cuba.
Ga.

Mrs. Henry Collins, social minystey.
Washingion. D ¢ )

Mrs. Roberl T. Hughes, retired. Md

Mrs Terry Moncreif, swcial minw-
try, Ga.

Mrs. Ibelize Veita. Spanish, New

Janet Davis (Mra. ).C.} Dilmi|
#duc . Kenya
Barbara Lindeey (Mrs ).H.) Law|
ter, homeichurch, Ivory Com
Henry Martin, doem pareni, Nigm
Marihs Perry (Mes. Q.F) Mogu
home:church. Rhodesia
larrell Peach, medual, Gaza
Lounette Glover (Mrs. | 1.] tenpit
ton, homeichorch, Hong Kong
Joann Cannon (Mey. E.L) Wook
darm parent, Rhodesia

B Wednesday Rom. 6.1-1

Mrs. Salvador Cana, Spamsh, T2

Thomas Clinkscales, Portugus
R1

Jon D. Gilbert, church ext., Pa

Juan Maciag, Spamish. Mich.

Jesse Gearge Senter, meiro. I

Mrs. Andrew |. Taylor, chuschet
Alagka

Mrs. Samuel K Yoon, Kore#
Hawaii

Helen Terry (Mrs. G.C.) I
homeichurch, Togo

Raberl Greene. preaching, bin!

Thomaa N. Clinkscalea
160 Rober! Gray Avenue
Tiverton, R1 02876
March 3

Tom Clinkscales could probably be
described a0 “the o)d man who lived
in » choe” except that he lives in a
houes in Rhode Island. Noi many
men can aay they have brought up
130 children He i now a home
miseionsry to 1he Portuguese-
speaking prople in Rhode Island,
but he apent 26 years us » loreign
missionary 10 Brazd, where he was
ance involved with an orphanage.

A natlve Alabamian, Tom and his
wile went to Brazil more than 3%
years ago. His assignment was lo
apen and supervise new chuiches
With people from many parts of ihe
world living in his area, Lhe church
which was organized had members
from 22 countries

The Clinkscales were involved in
building the first orphanage in their
area of south Brazl. Because of pov-
erty. disease, illileracy. and supersii-
ton, many children were either or-
phaned or abandoned. The orphan-
age soon overflowed Then the
Clinkscales planned for adoption of
the children in Brazil, Canada, the
United Siates, and Evrope During

1his time, Tom wes “tather” to 130
children who lived with the family
{or varying periods of time. Six maore
were officially adopted by the
Clinkscales

Some 250,000 Portuguese-
speaking people reside in the United
States. Most are concentrated in the
Northeast, especially on Cape Cod.

Tom is pasior of two missions, one
in Rhode Island and the other in
Massachusetts. In addition. he
broad. a Sunday ing radio
prograrm, “The Sunday School of the
At~ He also 1eaches English 10 the
Portuguese in his ares and helps
them study for driver's tests and
citizenship courses

This versatile missionary has a
hobby of raising African violets
When he was hospiialized with a
heart attack. one af the children
decided 10 fertilize the violeta for
him. He cemarked, “Now | have 4
vialets rather than 90

Pray that Porluguese people to
whom this migsionary ministers will
find Jesus Christ

Elaine Fortenberry (Mes ] W.} Per-
rll. homeichureh, Thadand

Rulh Atkinson (Mra, J.A.) Roper.”
homechurch. Jordan

§ Thorsday 1 Tim. 1:4-15

lothua Grijalva, Spanish, Tex

Franh R Mendez, Spanish. Colo

H. Paul Smith, curalfurban dir..
Calt

V.E. Washingtan, Natl. Bapt., La

Mrs. Charles . Young, church ext .
West Va.

Barbara Teibowr (M. E.B ) Beevers,
homeichurch, Indonesia

William Koehn, bus. adm . Yemen

lohn Magyar, radio-TV, Colombia

N Friday Heb 3:7.35

M Amos Lee, Chinese, Uuah

Mn. L F. Maynard, retired. Ala.

Mry. Anthem Wade, retired, Okla

Charles Qlark, educ . Venezuels

Charles Culpepper. Sr.. retired,
China. Hong Kong, Tarwan

Bonnie Rushing (Mrs. M.S.)
Simosezusk, hametchurch, Japan

Robert Tucker, field rep.. Western
South Amenca

Iunne Franciaco Mrs. G.B.)
Walker hameichurch, Singapore
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11 Satarday Ezeh. 18:1-9

Mrs. Geovge L. Foster, church exi.,
Kans

M. Joseph Clitford Harvie, memo,
Cald.

Ellen Cobbs (Mes. T.5.) Adkins,
homeichurch..Gaza

Roee Marie Burton iMrs. ).G )
Banky, hometchurch, Cuadedoupe

Beverly Bailey (Mes J.D.) Bryan,
foreign publishing, Tex.

Lais Calhoun, nurse, Jordan

Dale Dison, educ.. Kenya

Janetl Obagan (Mrs. L.B } Hogue.
homeichurch, Tawan

Judy Smith iMrs. E.P ) Langley.
homeichurch, Rhodesia

Jenny Rogeeter (Mrs. |.D.) Musewn.
homeichurch. Kenya

Joan Watson (Mrs. J.T) Noman,
homeichurch, Calombna

12 Sunday Gen. 3:4-13

Hildreth May Hutcheson, rural’
urban, N Mex .

Darothy Williame ¢Mrs. |.B.) An-
nis, hometchuech, Ghana

Charses Cole, preaching, Indonesia

Marvhall Duncan, preaching, Kenya

Diana Crane tMrs. J V.) Norwood,
homelchurch, Indonesia

Annette Perry, soca) work, Senegal

Louie¢ Scales, preaching, Kenya
Edward Smith, preaching. Japan
Chester Todd, doctor, Tanzama

13 Monday James 3:1-10

Mnra. David Holden, metro, fawa

D.A. Morgan, retired, Fla.

Karen Bgwman, agriculture, Philip-
pines

Prait Dean, preaching. Japan

Robert Edwards," medical. Colom-
bia

Broadus Hale, educ . Brazil

Mactha Myers. medical, Yemen

Gene Wilson, music. Brazi

14 Tuenday Prov 14:1-9

Mrs. Silveaier Ayala, language. Tex.

Carnelius Bright, church exi., Pa.

Jim H. Goins, retired. Ariz

Wendell R. Grigg, retred, N C.

Omer E. Hyde, ruralfurban dir , Ore.

tvan Lapindd), Spanish, Va.

M. Duane McCormick, social min-
istry, Neb.

Mea. Donald Weeka, social ministry.
Ind.

Mra James $. Wright, Spanish.
Conn.

Paul Burkwall, educ., Nigena

Wayne Emanuel, preaching, Japsn

John Griggs, preaching. Rhodesia
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W. | Hughen
2619 Cook Avenue
Bilings, MT 59307

Maech 15

Dub Hughes wes ance described a5
“'a real 1all man with long arms ~ He
seys of humsell, “L am 5 feel, 18
inchea tall.” However, s height
isn’t the anly lhing 1hat impresses
people As directur of missions for
eastern Montana, he ravels greal
distances His tecrilory covers an
ares 1 ¥ times the size of Mississippi.

His interesl in missions began
when he was 3 young boy in Missis-
sippr. He became a Chriglian when
he was 9 and later belonged to a
Royal Ambassador chapter for a few
manths Dusing (hat time, he heard
a progsam sbout the needs in China
for the gospel. Dub weni home and
prayed lhat if Ihousands of boya and
girts 1o China had not heard of Jesus,
pechaps he could tell some 1l was
1o bad that 1the chapter did not
survive Thelady who led them gave
up becsuse ol the boys behavior.

Aftes high schoal, Dub was in the
United States Navy before going 10
college When he was cslled to
preach, he became pasior of a small
church  which  began n 2
schoplhouse. Simce then he has
s1arted every church of which he hoy
heen pastor excepl one, which was
more than LW years old.

Dub was appuinted as a mission-
ary of the Home Mission Board 20

yesrsago. He had had & rhe
10 Alngka as 3 pantor but
weuld be too cold the
soulhem blood. So he
Grand Forks, ND Afier g
tound 1he winter tempe
thai state are much mare

in Alaska!

For 15 years, Dub helpedq
flive churches in additap
misgion points. In 1972 (ke
Missian Board asked him ag
ta Wyoming 10 work in seve
towns affecled by coal and
mining. He nfien preached
mission statians o6 a Sund

missinns in easiern Montusg
(erritory covers 28 counbey
<ludes 16 churches and 8 d
The churches are not lacge. andy
receive help from the Home
Board Twelve counties in thiy
have no continuing Svuthernily
wilness

In praying for this misaionn
pray for these specific needs inMm
130

« Grawih in |eadership.

® Beganning af home Bible stwim
in those 12 countes

* Misssan chapels growing
established chusches.

Carolyn Houts, music. Chana

Juanita Jobnaton, rel ed | Thadand

John Nortoa, preaching, lapan

Marcis  Janes  (Mra.  |.M )
Richardson, hometchurch. Kenya

Thowmas Tiptan, retired, Tanzama
Kenya, Uganda

IS Wedneeday Prov. 14:95.2]1

W.} Haghes, rutalturban dir . Mont

Mrs. Richard L Metfard, Indian
Mont

Burr Millican, rehred. Mo

Kagenoby Nakamato, Japaness
Tex.

Mm [ohn C. Shannon, church et
Calit.

Mt John Waleh, studenis, N.}

Cordell Akin.* preaching. Tanzama

Carter Mavis, medical, Grenada

Pamy Dsvia, women. Venezuela

Jan Hutaon, educ . Kenya

Franklin Kilpairirk, pubhshing
Zambia o

Van Newman, edoc , Chile

Helen Mapes (Mrs W R.) Reynolds,
homeiburch. Belgium

af

16 Thursday James 4:31-17

Mrs Larry E Elliant, social mimistry
Fla

Lavia 1. Fry, social minstry. Fla

Mrs. Iaaiag Galarza_ cetived, Calif

Homern Garza, Spanish. Anz

Mm. Armandn Ginard, Spamish.
Fla

Leonel R Gonzalez, Spanish, Tex

Philip B Heydt, US 2 special mis
sion ministmes, 5 C

Mrs A Jane Jones, intedfanh, Tex

Mre Harry Macatta, social ministey,
Kans

Mrs. Irene Turner, Natl Bapt Tenn

Karl Babb, rel ¢d Philippines

Paul Benedici,” re] od., Japan

Eatelle Freeland " social work, Ivory
Coast

Beverly Johnaon (M F.L.) Lewia,
homeichurch, Indonesia

Jerry Frankin, preaching, Indnnesia

Cuy Williamaon, educ. Mexico

17 Feiday 2 John 7-11
Mry. Terrell L. Moore. church en |
Ohin

Mrs Pairicia Reed. Natl hap
Onla
Edgar Burks, gen adm . Nigena
Rabert Bumey * educ , ledn
Nalia Marroquin (M. M.A.) G
rales, homeichuech. Spain
Paut Gromaman. peesching, Sengpy
Kay Grove {Mrs. A.D.} Haru
homeichorch, Indoness
Sunan Allen {Mre. R.C) Pirh,
homeirhurch. Yemsn
Betty Maybury (Mrs. P.E | Roae
homeichurch, Urugusy
William Walkes, preaching, b
James West, preaching, Vencou

1 Saturday 3 Jobhn 511

Mra. MrDutfle Bowen, retierd
Muss.

loe O. Castaneda, Spanish. T

Danie R. Finely, social minwtry, U

Leabardo Garrha, Sparush, Tev

James M. Goodner, language, Me

Herbert H. Slaughter. ruraliebd
dir . W Va3

Charles Hrock, preaching. PMIF
pives

/
Jackie Naely
P.O. Ban 127§
Gearge lown, Grand Cayman
Cayman lelands,
British Weat Indien
March 30

ST

Jackie and Herbent Neely are
pronsers They ammived on the Grand
Cayman Island July 12, 1977, as the
fimi Southern Baptist missionaries
assigned there However, they are
nof new missionaries. Thry have
worked in Rhadesia for 16 years

Jackie says, “'I'm afraid washing
dishes, cooking, slanding uver pianc
lessons, rcading bediime sturies,
and just being st home ian’t very
excitng.” Bul she has made these
achvibes a very imporant pan ol
missionary life

She was born inio a Christian
home in South Carclina A1a Baphst
Siudent Union socisl dunng nurses’
‘raming, she met Herbert He was
preparning or the midistry.

When they went 10 Rhodesa in
1960. (hey wurked with the Malabele
peaple Jackie wag very busy at
home with her small children. but
she did manage to teach 2 Sunday
Schoal class and lead 1 girls mission
organizanon She also helped pre-
pare litevalure for an older misswn
group

Though hving n 2 large cily, the
Neelys worked with a hams church
where 1the adults met in the living

room and the children inthe kitchen
‘Often we had wall-1o-wall chil-
dren.” she said.

In their brief tme in the British
West Indies, they have been amazed
al the peaple’s response to the Gos-
pel. Then church meels in the 1own
hall on Sunday evening and hss
averaged 5t in attendance On Tues-
days the Neelys hosi a prayer meet-
ing and a youth fellowship on
Thuradays

The Neelys have five children The
oldes!, Wesley, was gradualed in
1976 from the A Force Acsdemy
and ig now an instrucior pilot Two
others sre 1n college, the lwo
younges ones hve a1 home

When they arrived in the #lands,
they lound a house 1a rent and were
able 10 secuve a telephone and past
office bux within a week, They also
iound (he ane birycle in the nght xize
{or their eight- year-vld’s hirthday six
days alter they arrived

In praying for Jackie Neely, pray
that her church may sonn find »
permanent place to meed and 1hat
het congreg, will find
to help with il3 youlh and music.

lotence Bluah (Mre L.W) Fre-
derick. homeichurch, Guade-
loupe

Pari Allred (Mre O.N )Sharpley,*
home.church, Brazd

Mary foan Stewari, women,
Eruador

Beity Ann Clark {Mma. D.H.) Whit-
son. homechurch, Tanzanis

1 Sunday Luke 19:41-84

Mn Luia Fotrada, Sparush, Tex.

Mn. Jim H. Golne, retired, Anz

Rom Hana, soclal ministry, Arix

Cobeman Clarke, retired, |apan

Hurtha Cohen. secrelary, Taiwan

Ardis Ward (Mep. EM.) Crons,*
homechurch, Phullipines

Paay Dodds (M. R.G.) Davidaon,
homeichurch, Botswana

Bty Willlama (Mre G B.) Hardia-
ter, homefchurch, Jordan

Gerald Holl, medical, Colambia

Oaity Hicks (Mra, W.L.) [eater, re-
tred, Nigena

Iimes McPherson, preaching, Gaza

Prpion Myess, educ.. Nigeria

Deana Smith. educ., Peru
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20 Momday Mark 11:15-1%

Abel Becerva, Sparush, N. Mex

Obel Gurman, Spanish, Fla

M Charlen Hglmea. social minis-
oy La.

Mrs. Dae R. Neleon, evangelism,
Ore

James Easl Stallings, social ministry,
Anz

Mrs. L.N. Stamper, retired, Kan

Samuel Valdez, Spanish, N Mex

Ermnest Brown,” preaching, Bahamas

Carroll Bryant (M. W.E.) Brown,
hame/church. Tanzania

Evelyn Winham {Mrs. P H.] Carter.*
educ., Mexice

Milton Erteft, preaching, Malawi

Tom Gullatt, preaching, Jspan

Elizabeth Hale, retired, China.
Malaysm

Carroll Wayne Shaw,” preaching,
Rhodesia

Glenna Margan (M. S.D)
Stamps.” homechuerch. Nicoragua

Calite Pervin (Mm. E.G.} Wilcox.
retired. Brazd

21 Tueaday Mati, 21:23-27
Dansld ©&. Gurmey. chaplan, Colo

Charles Haltves, social mintetry, La
M Ruben Rice, Spanish, Ohio
John 7. Wahah, studenrs, N |
James Brock, preahing, Tanzania
Harold Gateley, students, Korea
Kay Haireton (Mry }.C.) Harless,
homefchurch, Calombia
E€mest Harvey. preaching, Portugal
Glenda Evans (M. C.R ) Middhe:
tan, homeichurch, Malawi
Annie Thomaa (Mr. L. H.) Neib,
homelchurch, Chana

22 Wednesday Mark 12,0317

M. John W Beam, aocial ministry,
Coa

Mo, Jorge Comesanan, Spanish.
N.Y.

Mrs. 5. David Harbeoon, nocial min-
istry, Ala

Victos Ortiz. retired, Cald.

Robert Bawsum, retired, Chins.
Tarwan

Sherrie Eadly {iMn. ].V.) Colemnan*
homelchurch, Venezuela

Robert Daughtery, Engliah, Japan

Horace Fite, sgriculture, Brazil

Jane Strauss (Mra. B.W.) Holloway.
homelchusch, Kenya

«




23 Thursday Mark 14:22-38

Jimaonie D. Burton. rurelurban dir
Colo

Harry Moratto. social ministry
Kans.

Mrs. Jamae) Negrln, retirad. Fla

E.L. Rios. retired. Tex

M. Thomas Wade, rebred, Okla

Mattie Lou Bible. students. Brazd

Finlay Graham. field rep . Middle
East

Helen Ashford (Mes H.C.) Gra-
ham, homechurch, Jamaica

Wayne Penne)l, educ . Indonesia

Roberl Shehane. preaching. Mars-
tinique

Clitfard Staton
Ethiepia

Ann Thomasen.* students. Taiwan

construciion

24 Fuday  Mark 35:33-3%

Raiph L Gardner. rural-urban dir
Calit.

David McKenzie Indian, New Mex

Mns. Enoch Oriegs. Spamish. Anz

C ) Smith, renced. Tex

Betty Brown (Mrs W.R | Andemaon,
homechurch, Ghana

Sylvia DeHart [Mrs. D.H.) Boolhe
homechurch. France

Clive Buttemere.* preaching. Costa
Rica

Steve Ditmare. preaching. Petu

Lounelle Selle. studenis. Tarwan

25 Saturday  Mait. 25:1-13

Angelo L Galan, Spanish Puerte
Rico

James H Gamble. 152, Indian
Okla

Leopolds Saminiega. Spamsh. Tin

Edwatd Berry.” educ . Brazil

Elaine Hancock. nurse. Hong Kunp,

Viclot Xoon. retired. China. Man
chuna. Hanan

Roy lyon, edur Venezuvla

26 Sunday Man 26:1-8

Dawid T Bunch. division of miy
slOns. area directan, Jowa

Mrs. Valetiano Cuellar, renred. Tex

Helea Lambert. retired. Angz

Mrs. Sostenes Martinez. renred
Tex

Mrs Daniel Ray Zoeller. sovial min-
150y, Ky

Ranald Bodenhamer agnculiure,
Ethiupa  *

Ehizabeth Clark tMrs. T.N.j Calla-
way. humeichurch. Libena

48

Burtan De Wolfe Daviv, retired.
Brazi

Durward Davis, English. Germany

Norma Headeick (Mrs. .M.
Herndon. bus adm , Partugal

Edwin Perimon, preaching, Trinidad

Edna Broadley IMr }.L.) Smith.*
homeichurch. Indonesia

Carriz Rooker (Mrs M A | Wells,
eehred, Zambia

Mary Wiit, rel ed . Breail

2? Manday John 20:11-18

Mrs Frank M. Chase retired. Mass

Floyd Freeman, Indian. Okla

Mrs Billy 5 Jones. Indian, Okla

Gerald Lawton. Indian, N Mes

J. Fioyd Shackey. Spanish. 1

Francis Hudgmns.® vdut . Thailand

wands Dedeaun (Mrs. TM | New:
1on." homechurch. Knres

Laverne Russell iMrs R L.! Rum
mage. humechurch, Rhodesia

28 Tuesday Luke 24.13-27

Jerry K Baker. deaf. Grorgia

James V. Hamblen mettn die . Md

Mrs John P Inman. Spanish. Tex

Mrs. Russell ¥V Kautfman wucial
mimstry, Fla

5L Richmand Natl Bapt M

Mrs. Fayw Saknmuni. Arab. Ca

Jerry Bedsole. velennanan. Ethiopia

Claudia (Mrs H R | Bradley, hume
chureh. Philippines

Kenneth Bragg.” English. Japa~

Bruce Romoser.proaching Argen
liny

Mzr;ey Stohler iMrs. ) D | Watsan
homevhurch, Meviro

2% Wednesday  John 20.23-29

Hooper Compbell rusal urban dar
Calif

Mrs Lioyd B Hales. soxial ininintry
N C

Mrs. Ronald W. Laft1s. sevial mone
Iry. N (

Rolls Bradley. preachung. kutea

De Vellyn Oliver. nurse, Phaip
panes

Joey  Wiiliams
Rhuaesia

publisking

30 Thursday Luke 29 46.53

joha Kasa Polish. Ohje

LN. Sumper. retred. Kans

Constance Wildes (Mrs. W.P 1 An-
drews. home.church, Chae

Bobby Couls. preaching. Renin

Frances Crawford. rurse. Hunduras

Ray Douglas. preaching, Domy
Republic

Rsy Eitelman, agricultum
Yotta

Julian Lesoy, preaching, Bag

Jacquiym Skoan (Mn. H.W) pg
homelchurch, Cayman lylang,

33 Friday  Mark 16:14-16
Mrs. Floyd Freeman. Indian, Oty
William Fuentes. Spanish, Te
Mrs. Joe Hawn, deat, N My
Adron Home. Natl. Bapi, M
Mzs. James M. Roamer, Jr., -
ministry, Calil
Stanley Berquist, educ., Taiwan
Linnie Jane Joslin tMn, EW
Burks. homelchurch. Nigery
Audrey Dyee.” nurse, Nigerig
Luana Pollock (Mry 1.C.| Ehrg
homeichusch, Venezuela
James Nelson. bus adm , Eihop
Fay Taylor, publishing, Hong Xong

Helen Falls is professor af mynmg
New Quleans (Lousana) Yapm
Theologucal Seminan

CALL TO PRAYER

misgion adm — fussion adomngn
tion

Natl Bapt National Baptists

pastor'dir. — pasior-disecior

programming — progeam imphny-
hon

rel. ed. — religinus educanen

rurdl'urban dir. - rural urbanms
siang ditector

social ministry dir. — Christun
swcial mimistnes. director

students — sludent work

werkday dir. - weekday mmssy
Jirectar

women — wumen’s work

ass0c. rep. asseciational repe
sentabve

bus adm. busingss 3d minkle
len

church exl ¢hurch exlension

educ. — education

English  English languoge wall |

freld rep. — field representatin®

gen adm — general admipistoliil

interfaith — interfaith wilness

intls — internatwnals

menboys — men and bays’ woll®

metro — metrupoliian missiond

metto dir — metropolilan missos
directn:

Wanda and Floyd Baiker greet & lormer counselve ot

Wanda's duning a waterfrant strall
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WANDA BARKER IS

Five years ago Wanda Barker was a
95-word-per-minute secrelary with
an explasive laugh who found that
she had a gift for listening and
canng far the prablems ol others.
S0, at age SO, she enralled al Anne
Arundel Cammunity College 1n
nearby Amoid ta study for s mental
healih assaciate certification.

Now as 2 fulltime mental health
assaciale at Crownsville Hospitat
Center. Crownsville, Md., Wanda
spends abaut 75 percent af her time
listening and caring. Under the
supervision of Chaplain Sam
McCoy. she hears 10 to 12 people
each week far one t0 two hours of
individual therapy. She Jeads twa
groups in the daynme and one at
mght, plus attending assorted staft
meetings and leading occasional
chapel services.

“She’s very hard to put ;nta
words,” says jasie, a 34-year-ald
patient who is in group and
individual therapy with Wanda
“She does anything for yau and it’s
always with theintention al leading
you closer 1o Gad ™

Floyd. Wanda’s husband
supports what she does and the
patients she accasionally brings
home For instance he spent an
entire Sunday afternogn reparing a
patient’s radw which had been
broken by another patient Floyd,
who helped develop the
Apollo-Soyuz TV camera says.

‘Why shauid ) refuse? This is of
greatimportance in their recavery ’
He adds, “I'm glad to be a part af
Wanda’s career | think it's very
great and rewarding

£ d Iram “are Taen tupt toi2 By Tim Nichulssand
Res Tawehion 21977 ko rheMame Mguian Beatd S8
Lawd by permisninn

HNB ghuly
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’  was 51 degrees below zero when 3]
’ oople gathered 31 years ago 1o organize
Southern Baptist missions work among the

[imos.

The date January 12, 1947; the place: the
dd Fellows Hall, Fairbanks, Alaska.
Even for Alaska in January, —51°F. is
d. The average for Fairbanks in January
—11.6°F. Sixty-gix below is the record

Binimum for Fairbanks

Background
* Work with Eskimoa began four
fHer the first Southern Bapti
ch in Alaska was organized.
pleen people met in 1943 to
ize the Firs1 Baptist Church of
fchorage. All but two of these
gna) members were in the
seevice.
Adong with others from the
e1 46, many Southern
téts first got acquainted with
during World War Il when
were slationed at militacy
shons in the zegion which
destined 10 become the state
the largest land mass. It is
fer from Ketchikan
b-chi-KAN] in southeast Alaska
the western tip of the Aleutian
mds than from San Francdsco to
York From juneau in the
atheast to Poini Barrow, the
tethernmost point, it is almost as
us from Seatile 10 the Mexican
der. Southern Baptists were
mong those from the “lower 48
o returned 10 Alaska afler the
T with the promise of beginning
in one of the last remaining
graphic frontiers
Southern Baptists in Alaska were
to establish a framework of
peration So. in 1946, three
03 after the fisst church began,
Alaska Baptist Convention was
ted with three pastors present
Inanother Ihree years, the Home
sion Board was also convinced
 able 16 berome mvolved. In
the board began assistsnce in
*opriahion of money for the
tuction of church buildings

Other Early Beginnings

In  three-year period. five
churches or missions were
organized among the Eskimos on
the Archic Slope.

Eskimos number up t040,000in a
total population of 260,000 in the
state Eskimos generally prefer the
seashore vicinity as home. The
name Eskimo means "eaters of raw
meat.”” Ancestors of the Eskimos
may have been the American
Indians or Mongolians.

Churches began between 1954
and 1956 in the northwestern
region ol the Arctic Circle. Kobuk
mission in the Eskimo village of
Kobuk. on the upper Kobuk River,
began in 1954. The next year. a
mission was organized in Selawik.
During this period, wark also began
inKiana, Shungnak. and Kotzebue

Kotzebue. with a population of
1,400, is the Jargest Eskimo village
in the world.

Alaska is basically a state of
villages and small towns
Anchorage, Jargest city, has only »
population of nearly 50,000.

The rural-utban breakdown is
virtually the reverse of the “lower
48." Alasha has 379 percent of its
popuiation in urban areas The rest
of the United States has 69 9
percenl urban and 30.1 rural

Present Work

Work among Eskimo people is
corvently located in 11 cities and
towns: Kotzebue, Nome,
Shungnak, Kobuk, Selawik,
Ambler. Kuna, Fairbanks,
E ak, Anchorage, and Ekwok

PRointing of missionaries
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Missionanes who work among
the Eskimos include

]. D. and Virginia Back who live
in Farrbanks

Willie and Martha Ann Johnson
in Anchorage

Harley and Martha Shield in
Kotzebue

Richard and Debbie Hale in
Ekwok

Elmer and Wilma Halfield in
Kolzebue

Valeria Sherard who lives in
Fairbanks

Joe and Tricia Rhodes in Ekwok

Don and Marianne Rallins in
King Salmen.

The listing of towns where these
missionaries live does not tell 1the
whole story For example, Harley
Shields travels each monih by
plane, outboard-powered boat, or
machmme-powered sled from
Kotzebue 10 four other villages on
the Arctic Slope and to Barrow
which is “al the lop of the world.”

Valeria Sherard relstes to
Eskimos m the Kotzebue area as
well as in Fairbanks.




Willie Johnson, the only nalive
Eskimo who serves among the
Eskimos, leads ® church in
Anchorage He also travels to
Emmeonak, more than 500 miles
awey

Miss Sherard tells of visiting with
an Eskimo woman in an igloo with
no fire. The %0- year-old woman was
une of many elderly women in
Selawik who cannol speak English.
Miss Sherard knew only limited
Eskimo and was unable to find any
wood for 3 fire to warm thegloo. In
frustrahen, the missinpary said ane
of the few Fskimo phrases she
knew: “Let us pray * The old lady
became exciled and started
speaking rapidly in her native
tongue, thinking Miss Sherard
knew the Janguage. When it finally
dawned on her that the missionary
cauld say tittle else, the woman also
said, “Let us pray * Afier each had

PLANNING THE MEETING

prayed, the old woman said in
Eskimo, ‘Thank you, thank you,
Ihank you. Now { am warm on the
ingide "

Specific Prayer Requenls

Three specitic prayer requests
have been madeconcerning Eskimo
missions work These requesls
come from Troy Prince. executive
secretacy of the Alaska Baphst
Caonvention, who lives in
Anchorage:

1. Pray far the beginning of a
“native training school” which will
develop stronger leaders among Lhe
Eskimos

2. Pray that more Eskimos will
be called inlo full-time vocational
service through the churches.

The general feeling among the
missionaries is that the greatest
need is tor “'Fskimo men ta be
raised up to preach the gospel in

Eskimo to Eekimos.”

3. Pray for God's guid
among Alaaka Baptist lex,
des elopment of a pilot p
alleviate problems assodi
alcoholism.

The lung Alaskan wintery
praduce ‘cabin fever,” as
growwearyolamn'ngillhe
their hovses. One conzegu
this is heavy use of alkohei

To these requests from Mg
Prince, we add the follo

t  Pray that the missio
will use wisdom and good s
they travel long distances
surfaces that are often dai

2 Pray for each missio
family by name.

3. Prayalso for Mr Pri
work as the state conventiog
administrative leader

4. Pray for Judy Rice,
direcior of WML for Alaska.

Provide copies of the map in this
magazing for each group member,
ar sketch the map on a chalkboard
ar poster

Assign sechons of the content
matenal lo memberss of the grovp
who will summarnze thig
informatian for the entire group

In the Meeling
Members will share the content

information as assigned. lacating
tewns on the map as appropriate

Deal with the prayer reguests
from ROYAL SFRVICE. Pray for each
1lem requested Discuss other
prayer concems which emerged as
the material was presented. Pray
for These

Asthebirthday prayer calendaris
shared, thunk of concerns which
may be similar to those faced hy

C

\
w) Emmanak

L

f
K
N\

otzebue
Nnn:s_;‘f/

missionaries to the Eskimo
may include travel difficult
extreme weather conditions,
special prablems faced by p
with whom missianaries

®Kiana

Shungrlal(..KOhuk

L A RTET )

SAnchonge

HMB photo by Don Rutledge
T

Missionary Harley Shield
talks with two members of
the First Baptist Church,
Kotzebue, Mr. and Mrs.
Charlie Goodwin, in front
of their home.
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ED SMITH IS

A
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Ed Smith leads 2 moming beach senice with youth from the First Baphat Church. Bellflawer

For a year, US-2 missionary Ed
Smith has metthechallenge — with
prayer, ski poles and ingenuity

That challenge has been to
establish a Chrishan fellowshipn
Incline Village, an unchurched
tesort community on the north
Nevada shores of Lake Tahoe

With 11 beaches. 9 golf courses
and 22 ski resorts. recreation ranks
as Tahoe’s second largesl industry
But 1the big money-maker is
gaming, n the neon casines lining
the Nevada side af the lake
Wedding chapels, offering quickie
marniages on the Nevada side. also
ate a pari of phe scene Churchesare
not

For Ed. 24 and single, the udds
were againsi establishing a church
because of inexperience and the
culural setting

54

He tound Tahoe different rom
Crossett, Arkansas. where life had
revolved around hunting and
fishing with his dather and brothers.
work at the paper mill and worship
21 Mount Obve Baptist Church

He wasn't used to the ssolation
the braght hights, the string bikimis
“1don’t think anvthing’s tabou
around this place,’ he says. evenly

Sam Warley, Ed's supervisor and
directar af Tahoe Resort Missions
handed Ed hix first1ask shortly after
his artival find a meeting place for
Sunday wueship He wound up at
Hyatt Lake Tahoe carrying his
guitar and Bible past the slal
machines and blackjack tables s
worship services atlended by hatel
emplovees and a few local
ressdents

By winter. Ed was preaching vn

the ski slopes al Alpine Medew
He is slso big brother to 3 high
school student and leads
Wednesday nighi Bible studiess
white-carpeted condominium. b
the summer he directed

missionaties holding Christian 69

camps in brailer parksand at%qg
Valley. the L'S Qlympic compy
vear-round Haimmg, centet. He
hopes to evenlually have regu
services there, perhaps ind
wrestling fent or in the wideskil
arena

Ed betieves, ' The only thng
limils you here is your ow
ImagLnation

ased. WL
"

BIBLE STUDY GROUP

GROWING IN
MERCY AND
FORGIVENESS

atkind of reaction do you have
hen you read these words of

Pesus. “lf ye do not forgive. neither

yout Faiher which is in heaven
oTgive your trespasses” (Mark

1 26)” These wards used 10 strike
ertortomy heart 1haught: [fI've
k1 e gve forgiveness to
verybody 1n order to be torgiven.
0w <an ] doil? And why does God

ke this 2 condition of being
orgven? [t was a long nme before |

amed enaugh about the biblical
ded of {orgyveness 10 be able to
ndersiand these waords Alsa, |
f¢w enough in undetstanding
2scnally to see why fargiveness is
0 Important.

Ilis important to recognize that
*545 spoke these words only to his
fisciples (Mark 11 24-26; Matt
P 14-15.18:35). No such conditions
"¢ pui on the sinner who cames to

3 1n repentance We shall see
ame *easans for this ditference as

“getiurther into the Bible study
Pet for now, let s recognize that

*re 1s nothing a sinner can dao to
M his salvation And puthng
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VELMA DARBO BROWN

conditions on forgiveness would be
earning salvation (see Eph 2:8).

We have several porhons of
Scripture to help us answer these
questions: Why did Jesus put
condimons on God'’s forgiveness of
his children’s trespasses against
him? What 1s the essence of
forgiveness? How can we learn ta
practice forgiveness? What s the
resultof a forgving spirit (meecy)in
our lives?

The Impartance ot Forgiveness
Mart. 18:21.3%

Jesus used parables mn his
teaching as they fitted the situation
The sething for the parable is nearly
always given in the Gospel
narrative, And in it we see the truth
Jesus was applying ta the situanon
which had been presented to hum

In Matthew 18 the setting of the
parable is clear Jesus had been
discussing the importance ol
forgiveness among Christian
brothers (vv.15-17) Petar had
abviously been thinking of what

Jesus said. Impuisively he blurted
out, “Haw olt shall my brather sin
against me, and | forgive him? 1ill
seven times?” (v.21) Peter

evidenatly thought that seven would
be a generous number of times to
fargive a brother. So he must have
been stunned to hear jesus' reply:

1 say not unto thee. Until seven
fimes: but, Until seventy times
seven” (v.22)

Then fesus told the parable of the
two dabtars. His purpase was to
illustrate the truth that it 1s the
quality, nat the quantity, of
fargiveness that is important. The
attitude of mind that brings forth
forgiveness does not count times!

The stary of the parable grew out
of a practice familiar to Jesus’
heaters There were many
governars, petty kings, and
rmall-time princes in the Roman
Empire. These all held their
pasitions by permission of the
emperor of Rome They
“governed” in only a limited way
Theit main concem with their
realms was the revenue lhey could
gel Sa lhey parceled out their
territory to lesser afficials These
men's respansibility was to collect
the revenue due the king and tumn it
over. Periadicatly the ruler wauld
callinhisofficers far an accounting
This is the way Jesus' parable
began.

Evidently une of the “'servants,
as the king’s otficials were termed,
had been remissin hisstewardship.
Either he had not caliected all tha
was due to his master, or he had
withheld the sums. thus being an
embez2zier

It is pointiess 1a wnquire haw he
¢ould have run up so vast a debt.
Ten thousand talents was a great
fortune, even in gilver (See 1
Chran. 294.7. on the building of
the Temple.) Jesus purposely made
the sum extravagantly large. to
show that it was unpayable and to
draw a clear contrast betwesn this
debt and the one owed ta the
servant (v.28)

When the king leamned of the debt
owed him, he ardered thatthe man,




his family, and all his praperty be
sold. Certainly that would not have
repaid the debi. But it wes the best
recompense the king could get out
of his servant.

Notice the servant'svesponse He
did nol ask the king to forgive him.
Probably he knew that was useless.
The kings who lived by their
countries’ revenues could not
afford to go around recklessly
forgrving debts owed them.
Inatead, the official asked for time
s0 that he could repay the debt Of
course, he could nol have repaid i\
in his lifetime. Bul he was
desperate; he would have oftered
pnything.

Imagine his surprise. then, when
the king acled utterly out of
character. He wis so moved by the
servant’s plea thal he was
overwhelmed with compassion In
the story it seems that the king
acled spontanaously, on the basis
of his merciful impulses rather than
his hardheaded business sense
And he forgave his servant all the
vaslamounl Lhat was owing to him'

Siop for a momenl and imagine
what thoughts and feelings the
servanl must have had. How would
you have reacled to such a generous
detiverance? Do you think the
servant would have, ar should
have, reacted in the same way?

We are not lold his feelings, but
his actions seem 1o speak clearly of
his inner attitude He went oul and
“found” — perhaps ran into — 3
felow official This man owed hima
paliry sum. especially in
comparison to the vasl sum the
official had owed 1o the king We
mighl make a comparison of 20
dollars against 20 million dellars

The official immediately 1ook
drastic steps He “laid hands on
him™* and began choking him,
according o the meaning of the
Greek word. He was determined 10
get what wag owed to him at once,
no matter what means he had to
use,

Notice the words of the fellow
otficial: They are ward for word
what the official had said 1o the king

(compare vv 29 and 26) Wouldn't
you think he would have heard the
echo of his owa words, spoken so
recently? But apparently not He
showed no mercy at all.

The tense of “besought”” and
“would not” inihe Greek indicate a
repeaud action We can imagine
that the tellow official kept on
pleading for time and ihe first
official kept refusing. At last the
man had bis debtor castinta prison,
with otders that he remamn there
until he ot his family could raise the
money.

The other servants of the king
were shocked by whal they saw
happening. In their distress they
wenl Lo the king and made a full
disclosure. The king's anger was
strong. He immediately had the
forgiven servant brought belore
him.

One word in this speech (vv.
32-33) is noteworthy. h is the word
translaled “gebt.” The same word
is used in verse 27 But ihis is nal
the same word in the Greek. The
ward in verse 27 means a loan. In
verse 32 it is “‘something owed,”
and may refer to a crime or olfense
Obviously. in his fiest reading of the
case, the hing had decided 1o treal
the afticial’s debr as 2 “loan’ 10 be
written of the books. Then, at the
end, he Jocked upon the debt as an
offense. sumething to be pard for by
pain and imprisonment

Notice what the king condemned
the gervant loy — it was for not
adopting 1he same attitude which
the king had taken toward him
(v 331 And Jesus summed up the
teaching by a stern warning “So
likewise shall my heavenly Father
do also unto you, if ye from your
hearls forgive not every one his
brother their irespasses™ (v 35). So.
likewise, and aiso emphasize the
simildrities of punishment. as well
as Lthe similanities of athtude Jesus
poinied out that anyone who had
the attitude of the unforgiving
servant would bring down on
himself the punishment the servant
incurred.

What was the reason for the

servant’s unchanged dttitnde? i,
are not told, but we can make.
guesses. Getting an idea of the
dynamics behind hia actiong
help us to avoid similar attitudg

The servant seemed 10 be
self-centered. He did not seey
willing to pui himselfin his doug
position. He heard his own wg
from the other man’s mouth, b
they did noi register Compmg
needs euch identification. Asd
did not have this

Also, he did not seem to hay
learned from his own expesi
He had noi internalized what
happened 10 him.

What may have been the reasn|
for his sell-cenleredness, hislady
profiting by his experience?

1 He may have discounted th
kimg's merciful attitude 1owasd hia
Hemay have said, “Heissosd.l

won’t miss even that much mosq

But I'm poor. I've got to have
is owed 10 me "

2 MHe may have had 3 legake
attitude: “1f | ket this guy gel 2wy
with a small debt, what mightbhep
into? [ owe it to him nol to mak!
easy on him "

3 He might have equaied i
other person’s pasition with bs
own. He may have though! ke
other was being dishonest, as b
himselfl had been In that case.d
waould have been again the od

proverb: We condemn in arthers by

sins we mosi despise in oumthd

Whatever his reasons, it is dal
thal he did not understand of
apprapnate his master's am'lll!_
Instead of becoming better jor b
master’s generosity, he became
waorse The attitude of “give
what's coming Lo me™ was
hardening We can imagine thl
Wis later years this man would b
become hard, uncomprollil_ﬂ‘
bitter, demanding always s
“pound of flesh.”

And 1his is the heart of Jese!
teaching about forgiveness: ki
what our uptorgiveness d”"
others so much as what thiss®

g to ourselves

Counselors who work with
Lersons recognize lhe importance
i childhood attitudes and
xperiences. They have found thai
Jiten 3 person’s anger and
intotgiveness toward his parents
amies over into adult life. Instead
i continuing 10 be angry with the
harenl, the person dispiaces the
nger onto others. He may be bitter
foward his boss, who reminds him
pf his father. She may show anger
joward her husband instead of her
ather He may ignore his wife as

smotherignored him. Jn all these
ases the root problem lies in
nlorgiving anger

Parents often teach unfargiving
piiludes 1o theit children They
make he children work for
forgveness. They will not allow
econcilialion wilhout large doses
pl repentance And the parenis
rhibit unforgiving attitudes

oward persons aronnd them.
These athiudes keep persons
huck in their relations with others.

¢y find it bard, or even
pmpossible. to believe in the tolal
orgveness of God They may
pend their lives trying to earn the

Ivation that has been given them

d their growth as Christians 1s
iadly stunled

The Process of Forgiveness
Psalm 103:8-14

How do we learn forgiveness.
hea? First, we need 1o recognize
hat lor human beings forgiveness
s more a process than an act. The
a1 of forgiving becomes the final
Sepin the process, The attitude of
mercy loward others is the
beginning,

Next. we look at the perfect
model of forgiveness — God

imself We are to forgive as God
Orgives us How do we do that?

A favorite saying of a pastorel
vunselor friend. plus some new
nsighls into Psalm 103:10-14.
pveral years ago helped me come
02 new understanding of God's
Oigiveness.

My fiend used to say, “To
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understand is to love, and to love is
to forgive.” This used to seem
simplistic to me unhil one day I putit
with Psalm 103:10-14 Then it hade
4 heavenly lot of sense!

God's mercy and blessings are the
theme of this psalm. Verse 8 slates
his merey and grace toward men.
Verses 10-14 explain how these
qualities worly in relation 10 men's
sins.

Verse 1{ says thal God does not
deal with men in accordance with
their sins. This verse reminds us of
the mercifuf attitude of ihe king in
Jesus’ parable. The amount of the
dept was of no concern to him in
dealing with his servant He would
have Been compassionale over 2
amall amount or a Jarge amount. So
God is — in infinitely greater
measure

To see how the saymg, "To
understang is to love, and 1o love is
loforgive,” fits with God's model of
forgiveness, it is necessary to take
the verses of this psalm in reverse
order, thus:

Verse 14: “For he knoweth our
frame, he rememberelh that we are
dust” — understanding

Verse 13: “Like as a father pitteih
his children, so the Lord pitieth
them 1hal fear him'” — love.

Verses 11-12: “For as the heaven
is high above the earth, so great is
his mercy loward them thal fear
him. As far as the easl is from the
west, so far hath he removed our
transgressions from us” —
torgiveness.

God undersiands us thoroughly:
he knows where we came from and
what our limilations are. We cannot
know as thoroughly as God does
But we can understand each other
because we atl come from “dusi.”
No one is so strong that he never
needs campassion. No one is 50
perieci that he never needs
forgiveness.

God loves us with the love of a
father Thisis not the Iimited love of
an earthly father. This is the total.
giving, accepting love of a father
who undersiands tolally. We are in
pracess of learming more aboui that

love. And how better tolearn il than
to practice it, 80 fat a5 we are able?

Because God loves and
understands. he forgives. His
forgiveness comes from his attilude
of mercy toward men. This mercy,
the psalmist said, is 100 great to be
measured. It js high — as high as
the haaven is above the earth.

The psalmist did not have 1he
greater appreciation of space that
we have 'To him, the heavens above
him were impenetrable We have
gane beyond him We have sent our
probes to our nearest neighbors in
ous'solar system. Buteven when we
have pierced the curtain of
atmosphere, we find space
stretching fariher and farther away
from ws. S0 is God’s mercy — we
cannot penetrate it or comprehend
it. But we can follow itl

Gaod's metcy leads him 10 forgive
his children. And this is no light
forgiveness! [ohn Claypool, in 2
sermon on forgiveness, commented
om this phrase in verse 12 He
pointed oul that we can measure
north and south There is a South
Pale and a North Pole. We can get to
“absolute”” norih at the Norih Pole.
Then we start going south Bul
there is no way to measure
“absolute” east and west. We could
start flying east and keep on flying
forever without armiving at an
“absolute” east. We atbitrarily
speak of easi and wesl. But if we go
east far enough. we are in the west!
So is God's mercy, said Dy
Clayvpool His forgiveness is
infinite. We cannot measure it

Of course this is why Jesus said
thal our lorgiveness must be
seventy times seven! When we
targive as Cod forgives. we quit
counting.

We can follow this process of
forgiveness in our own
relationshlps with our Christian
beothers and gigters. When
someone does us a wrong. we can
begin by seeking to wnderstand
him. Why did he act this way? Whai
old hurt, what twisted cutlook,
what past experiences cantributed
to the hurt he has done to us?
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thatcase.it

Once we begin to understand,
however dimly, we can start to
love We will see this person, notas
someone to be hated and to 1ake
revenge on, but as somenne to be
pitied. He is like us, a being made of
“dust”” We will even ree some of
ourselves in his pains and
problems. And who does not love
himself? 50 we learn more about
loving our neighbor as vurselves.

In this attitude of mind, we came
1o forgveness. The mercy of God,
which we have received, becomes
actve in our ives We can forgive
because we love

The Praclice o Fargiveneas
Eph. ¢:31-32

As we look at the model of Cod's
lorgiveness. we can see why Jesus
declared that our forgivenéss is so
imporiant Tart of growth as a
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Chrishian is learning to forgive. For
the earliest knowledge we have of
God is his lorgiveness, his mercy.
How shall we ever Jearm much more
about God if we neglect to Jearn his
forgiveness in practice?

Forgiveness and mercy make for
healthy relationships We shall not
be “dumping’’ on others
unfargiven burts of the past We
shall keep the channels between us
clear And we shall continually
learn mare of God a5 we practice his
kind of forgiveness.

How can we do this on a
day-to-day basis? Loak at
Ephesians 4:31-32 There Paul set
forth the negative and the positive
sides of lorgiveness

He urged his readers to get rid of
their angers, bitterness. noisy
stnfe. spite, harsh words. Of

cousse, this. tod. is a propey
don‘toveraight get rid oful| oy,
patterna of behaviar. But we oy
become aware of these potian,
Then we can conaciously dy
with them by recognizing they
roots. Spite, bitterness, noj
arguments, harsh words are 4
learned patterns from our
childhood. If we leamed hese
patterns, we can leam new oy

New patlerns are instilled
are kind, tenderhearted, forgi
Forgiveness, like friendship, beg
with Christans, Cod for Chrigy
sake forgave the whole world,
he asks us only to forgive ow
brothers as we have been forgive
We take 3 step at a time in
toward the ideal of God’s
forgiveness. And isn’t it good 4
this is 507

STUDY AIM

As 3 result of this study, members
will be prepared to engage in the
process of forgiveness.

PLAN1

Read the Scriplure verse given in
the introduchon Ask the women to
respond 101 Is this a fair way 1o get
forgiveness? Does it make anyone
feel uncamfortable” Do you believe
that you lorgive others as much as
you ought?

Following this discussion, lead in
a sludy of each of the Bible
passages Ask members 10 read
each passage and the interpretation
silently. Thenlead 1n a discussion of
each section. Consider how the
truth in each Bible passage can be
applied to life. Gel as much
participahon from members ay
possible during this period of
directed study.

Read the introdurlory situations
10 the mission action greuy study,
pages 12 and 13. Then ask each
member ta list silently the persous
in her Jife she has found il mosi
difficull to igrgive Encourage
members to consider that
forgiveness is a process that begins
wilh an act of mercy. Ask them to

-

decide in their minds iof they are
willing to practice the peocess of
lorgiveness

CALL TO PRAYER

Have the names on the praver
calendar (pp.43-48) read Callon a
member. already prepared. 10 lead
m the prayer Ask her, in advance,
loinclude a prayer thatall members
may decide lo practice fargiveness.

PLAN 2

Members may wish 1o make a
braader study of forgiveness They
may da this by studying what the
Bible has to say about God's
forgiveness A Bible concordance
will locate such passages Various
persons may be assigned these
passages ahead of time for study
and report. Canclude with section
“The Practice of Forgiveness”
above, and prayer calendas. pages
43-48

PLAN 3

As an introduction, read the
siluation Blushiations thatbegin the
mission achon group article nn page
12. Ask, arc these examplas of an
unforgaving spisit oo the part of
Chrishian people? Give ime for

comment Then share the wng
camment, “Forgivenessis

that begins with an act af mey!
Pick outthe steps af thef
process as they are seen
102:8- 14, Bible study conten
will help. Questianas for dis

How can we understand s
show mercy in situationa thel m|
have not experienced? (for
example, addiction, child
laziness, dishonesty)

The Bibie says that every
need of God's forgiveness (R
3.23). Do you feel thatyou
forgiveness than the manor
wha has committed obvious sd
sin? Which comes first, forgiveres
or repentance? Can the knowledg)
that you are forgiven and loved
to Tepentance? Whal if it doest”

Conctusion: In a meditation-
prayertime, ask each person 10
search her awn heart for the s
to this question: How does Jue
command to forgive “seventyund
seven” apply to my own life
situahon? Fnd bme of praye b
calling names ol misgionariesoat
prayer calendar (pp. 43-48),
that God grant them an extm
measure of mercy and forgvng
iove

Eern Powers, accounting assisland in 2
office and valunteer di-

L)
rectoraf a harbar ministry in Qlympia,
Washington, leads anather group af
sealaring inlernalionals taward an
afternoan of sightseeing and an
American meal.

Current Missions Group

SEAMANS’
MINISTRY:

Shortcut to
World Missions

Lawrence and Pansy Webb
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“Somebody else pays the expenses
10 bring all these international
seamen to our shores, and all we
have to du is just go down to the
port and witness to them.”

Thisis T H. Harding's evaluation
of the seamen’s ministry in Port
Arthur, Texas. Trinity Baptist
Church, where Harding is pastoe,
has shared in an
wnkerdenominational outreach for
about five years.

Calling the wark “a short cut ta
world missions as tar 35 expense 1§
concerned,” Harding adds, "'I'm
amazed at how this mimistry to
scamen has besn uverlooked so
long by Southern Baptists ' But
Baptists are beginning to pay
attenhon to the minisoy
upportunihies in the Port Arthur
port, with no small thanks to Pastor
Harding and Bapust Women
members from Trinity

Eamest Young. a Southern
Bapnst preacher. became port
¢chaplain and direclar of the
seamen’s center about a year ago.

Chaplain Young explains why a
seamen’s center is importanl, "Men
and women on ships are fonely,
1solated, physicalty cramped. They
live 1n a spiritual vacuum, with
many personal problems and
needs They are sametimes half a
wotld from their homes and
families. They need friendship and
a tamily atmosphere for relaxation
and re¢reahan

“‘Far over 701 years, seamen in
Port Arthur were looked upon as
degenerates and undesirables” he
continues “Their cantact was
limited ta the local bars and hauses
of prostitution. They became the
victims af the criminal element The
Seamen's Center is rapidly
changing thal image. We are
teaching the seamen wilh the Word
of Gaod as well as offering them a
good place ta relax and visil in the
city

The chaplain praises Trinity
WMU- “Withaut the aid af the




women in our city the work would
die a slow and painful death. The
WMU of Trinity Baphist Church has
given many hours of work to aid the
operation of the Center. The
women clean the Center, make and
hang new drapes They canvass the
church fellowship for the needed
furniture

Port Arihur's ~floating
congregation’” includes Russian
and Red Chinese sailors, some of
whom receive Bibles in their own
language. al personal risk “Butyou
can seeintheirfaces thatthere is joy
in their hearts.”” Young says

A 21-yesr-old Nahonabst

himese. Shu Sen Ming, was the
only Christian on his ship, and
Chaplain Young was Ihe first
Christian he had spoken to in 45
days. Ming had prayed that God
would put another Christian on
board The prayer was answered as
the young saillor and the chaplan
led a Chinese sailor lrom Hong
Kongtoaccepi Christ These young
men need prayer support thal they
may share positive witness among
their fellow crewmen

Port Ministry in Mid-America?

With only about 40 miles of
shoreline on aninland lake, Indwana
seems an unlikely stale for a
seamen’s minstry. But home
missionary Cass Vincent has an
effective work at the port of Burns
Harbor on the lower shore ol Lake
Michigan

To get to Indiana, a ship enters
the SI. Lawrence Seaway through
Canada from the Atlantic Ocean
and sails through four of the five
Great Lakes Ships on this winding
route bring men and women from
many nahons and culhures to the
Greater Chicagoarea For example.
a ship from Indi had a crew of BS
who spohe 15 different Janguages

Women are part of the crew as
cooks, laundry workess, or
stewardessed Some wives and
children travel with
husbands-fathers

Cass Vincent says the greatest
part ot his ministry is to people
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fram poorer nations, 30 small
kindnesses are genuinely
appteciated: aerograms an which
internationals may wriie home,
trangperiation to shapping centets
on church vans or buses, access toa
Ledephone {a call a friend of telative
in \be area.

Average daily pay for a Brazilisn
seamancan be aslow as iwo dollars
Russwan, Polish, or Yugeslavsailors
often make only one dollar a day.

As $00n as a ship comes in, effort

is made to determine whethe
women and children are pp
SO appropriate Provision cap jy
made for them 1f someone gy
transportation is provided i,
daclor, clinic, or hospital.
How to break the monotony
little money in a strange pon,
common problem for seamen 3
seamen’s center can solve thyp
large measure as Baphst vajun,
run the center each night.
Since its beginning five yam

M!mbfru_ of First Baplist Church, Larey, Washington, aeels Fern and G
Rodgen_ln ministering tathe seafarers. With wages a8 low asane doliaradar®
dome ships, the intermationaly appreciate clothes and other necessities.

ago. the Indiana center hos received
constan! help from the associational
WML About 25 churches provide
volunteer staffers They bring
cookies and sait drinks. play
games. teach songs, swap pictutes
of chideen, and talk about home
life Some games have to be taught,
but darts seema to be a universal
game

The center is apen nightly from
700 to 10 00. At 9:30, games end,
and gospel choruses are sung. The
eening's activities clase with
proyer. On Sundays, crews have
: ity to go ta Baptist
gurches. have patluck lunch, and
spend the day with Baptist people
$ailors often wnite back to express
pprecation for this hospitality

Everything al the center was
donnted by WMU groups or by
peaple they have contacted. In
1973, the associational WMU
otganized a 500 club.” sending
letters to 500 people in the
miocation The 50 club callecied
2,700 to buy a used van lor the
cenler Vincent says 4 new van is
needed now.

Acteens and ather WMU groups
make packages with washcloth,
wothbrush, tcothpaste, and comb
inexch. A tract in the language of
the recipient is placed inside the
folded washcloth. Through
Christmas in August, the center has
teceived pens. pencils. paper,

velopes, and toilet tissue.

More 1han 6.000 peaple were
Qunistered to i the past year. with
L00C Bibles or Scripture parlions
i¥en out Vincent expects to reach
10,000 peaple this year

Seamen from Communist

Bies are 2 special cancern to
mcent and renter directars at

4T parls. They are aware of the

ortonity to touch these peaple

3 huran level with the gaspel.

Russian <hips have commissars,

Bleets of the Communist party,

ho are on the ships ““to remind

men who they are,” Vincent
4ys. One commissar tald Vincent
*a(Russians have na need for God
"d the church. If Russians
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particpate at the centet. there can
be na ¢ross ot haly pictures.
Ministry aboard C« ships
is limited But Ihere is witness ta
people from Communist cauntnes
on ship and share.

Coast to Coaet to Coast

Ministry to seamen is not a new
concept. and 1t1s not “brand new”
IR practice. Port ministries in New
York City and Qlympla,
Washington, far example, have
received wide attantion amang
Southeen Bapnists for several years
But chusches and associations are
|us! beginning to wake up to the
polental of seamen’s ministries

Port ministries have develapedin
recent years in many locahons on
the Atlantic. Gulf, and Pacific
caasts To paraphrase the boastafa
commeraal airline company,
ministries to seamen are found
coast ta coast to coast

One of the narthern-most port
ministries is in southern Alaska
According to hame missionary
Lewis McClendan,™ a ministry in
Ketchikan began when a foreign
missions convert came to Trnity
Baptist Church-

“We were meeting in 2 storefront
location only three blacks fram
where foreign-registered ships Joad
lumber from our lacal mills. One
Sunday maming a4 young seamen
fram the Phuippines asked an
early-amving chutch member
where he might find 2 Baphst
church and returned with several of
his shipmales

“'Since their ship was in port
several days, these men all
attended services every time the
door was opened. They also were
invited on the youth group’s
Christmas caral sing We had them
all in out home for Christmas
dinner and for several other
occasions.”

Raland Elias, the group leader,
wae 2 Christisn and a2 Baptisi
thraugh the influence of the
Samuel Waldrans, Southern
Baptlst foreign missionaries in the
Philippines.

From the largeet state and small
beginnings, we move 10 the second
largest state for encouraging
reports A seamen’s center at
Freeport, Texas, has entertained an
avetage of 5,000 sepmen annually
since its beginning in 1974. The
visitors came from 53 foreign
countries. In the first three years,
there were more than 100
professions of faith and some 20
rededications. R. L. Swannez is the
director-chaplain.

On the Atlantic coast of Flarida,
Chacles Lawhon directs the
seamen’s minisiry for the
Jacksanville Baptist Associationasa
home pussionary A ship was
stranded at Jacksonville when its
owner wasdeeplyin debl. The crew
was without pay for several
months. Lawhon called an Baptist
Women members and athess from
the churches. They provided facd
and other necessities for almost
three weeks As aresult, 11 of them
received Christ as their personal
Saviour

A Chain of Love

Most sheps are in port only a day
or two at a ime, maybe only a few
houts. Missionaries fee) the
urgency of using avaiable time
wisely. They struggle ta hnd some
plan for follow-up as their floating
congregations move on to other
parts.

“1f we are to reach intermational
seamen for Christ, it must be
through a chain of love that
circumscribes the globe,” Paul
Vandercook asserts. “There must
be minisiers to seamen in every port
throughout aur nation and atound
the world **

As director of Greater Gulf Casst
Language Ministries in Gulfpart
and Pascagoula, Mississippi,
Vandercaok urges thal each port
city have at least one minister
committed to the seamen’s ministry
on a tull or part-time basis The
minister should be able to crose
cultural lines without diftleylry.

Home russionary Yendercook
envisions a national dizectar of

L}




seamen’s ministries through the
Home Mission Board and even an
international directar 1o coordinate
such work among Baptists of the
world.

Follow-through seems essential
as Vandercook thinks of a radio
operatoron a Yugoslavian ship who
became a Christian at Gulfport
When the ship came back a few
weeks Jater, the man asked for Bible
study materials and Bibles o he
could lead men on his ship to
Christ. A man from China did s
similar thing when he was Jed to

Christiun wanted similar help
Vandercook points out the
positive ettect on people who work
with seamen. Their attitudes
change as they got 10 knaw people

important ways. Paul Vandmgy
reminds us to pray and 1o g
generously to the Coopergtiye
Program and the Annje 4
Easter Offering. Then home

from other countries and cull
“The man who was 2 stranger
becomes a brother when he
becomes a Christian.”

Links in the chain of love are also
forged by votunteer groups. The
most basic contribution people in
pori areas can make is to visit the
ships and work at a center in

Christ by a Misuissippi lay A
young man from Honduras
accepted Christ through bis
friendship with a pasior This new
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cooperation with the chaplai
director.

Baptist Women who do not live
near a port can also heip in

will be able to puschase Biblyj
many languages, subscriptionsy
foreign langusge magazines, g
the hundreds of paper platey,
napkins, cups, coffee. game
supplies and puzzies needed 1o
keep seamen’s ministries

Cass Vincent emphasizes iha
involvement in & seamen’s
enhance other missions giving, ¥
turns back on those involved vl
such a blessing that they give by
to everything from then apn”

By theead of this session, members
will be able to list three things a
Baptist Women's group could da to
assist a ministry to ship crew
members in a nearby port.

PLAN 1

Secure a map of 1he United
States. Indicate the port ministries
considered in this study Request
from the Orders Processing
Services, Home Mission Board,
1350 Spring Streel, NW, Atlanta,
GA 0309, A Minstry to International
Searen (345-10F), for a lisung of
Inlernational Seaman’s Ministry
canlacis. Use this to pinpoint other
poris having a ministry to seamen.

Divide the group into listening
leams 10 search for these topics:
needs of seamen, what others are
doing 10 meei these needs, what we
can do to assist or begin » port
ministry Present the study material
in summary, Ask the teams to
report their findings.

PLAN 2

Write the Home Mission Board
(see address above) for the tract A
Ministry to Indernationsl Seaman for
information on the port ministry
Ask several members to write
contact persons at various porls {or
specific information Suggest 10
members that Ihey provide blank
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cassette tapes with adequate return
postage Indicate to the contact
person what information is needed
and how theinformation s going to
be uged.

At the meeting, members can

ize the int i

received and play excerpts from the
tapes.

For additional information ask
one member to read the chapter in

closest port ministry? Pechaps y
would like to give volunteer
service. Write a |etter of
encouragemeni to the direch e
sponsoring church aindicating ym
willingness 1o pray fot the auniim
and to help.

Maybe you are close enoughw
port to plan a visit. Make
arrangements dor the entire groy
to go. For help in understanday

Asmerican Montage (Home Mi
Board $6.95, available through
Baptist Book Stores) on the pori
ministry in Olympia, Washington
Ask that she plan to present this
repori at the meeting.

PLAN 3

Ask thal the members study the
content before the meeting and be
prepared ta discuss the following:

1. What are the unique
problems related to a port minstry?

2 Why is the tradihonal
evangelisc approach inadequate
in this ministry?

3. What s the polential for this
MRSy in the cause of world
missions?

4 Whalspecificthing can we do
to assist or begin a port ministry?

Suggestians for Involvement
Pinpoin! your location on » map
of the United States Whal is the

and ing to i 4
Mission Agtion Group Guide:
{nt¢rnationals 13 available."
Perhaps members are planning
vacations in areas having port
runistries. Plan to give vacatim
time a missions dimension.

Call te Prayer
Begin by reading Galatiam
3:26-28. Comment on the ideaths
Gad #s our Father and makes ndl
braothers and sisters in Christ. P
especially for missionaries and by
people who are ministering trte
needs of seamen.
R ber the
the prayer calendartoday Praj
God wil) provide strength far
needs.
*See order lovm, p ®
**The McClendona are now mlniﬂﬂ
families in the 1solated bush counky
southesst Adasha, living In a loggi€ =

on Prince of Wales faland as chur
frlendion miswanaries

Gt o

Heart, Opent Home by Karen
Burton Mains {Cook Publishing

$5.95)"

Christian hospitality must be
'rltt'lced if it is to become a tool of
ministry For many Christians, the
privilege of welcoming others into
their home 18 as natural as greeting
each new day: for others,
hespitality musi be leamed

Author Karen Burton Maina gives
practical ways to open the heart as
well a5 the home for receiving
others in Christ's name She shares
many personal experiences of
failure and templation plus times of
tappy fellowship. Haspitality is
described as being more than
human talent: it is a gif1 of the Haly
Spint 1t begins when peapie
become more important than pride.
and ministry more than
enlertaining.

Every Chrishan, male or female.
angle or married, has the two
necessary ingredients for an
eflective witness through
hospuality Each has a heari the
Spint seeks to move; each has a
home — 3 room. an apartment, or a
mansion — i which receiving
others van be practiced.

Enlist several group members to
assist in The book study and assign
specific chapters and/or questions.
Provide paper and pencil for each
member. Write discussion
questions on a flip chart Some
questions may be answered
silently; others discussed as a
gtoup.

Ask What do you think of when
souhear the word hospitable? Allow
time for members Lo 1espond; then
sharethe author's views an page28

The definition for hospilable is
wedged between the word hospice,
which is 3 shelter, and the word
Msprial which is a place of healing
Ulimately, this is what we offer
Wl:\en we open our home in the true
Spinicof hospitality We offer
shelter: we offer healing

List on paper 1he most common
xuses one might give for not
Practicing hospitality Mark with 2
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“P" those that stem from pride

What are some characteristics of
true hospitality? What is it that
makes you feel ““al home ' as 3
guest? List those quaiities you feel
are most important.

How then, should we view our
own hospitality? Throughout the

you live return home at the close of
the day? Would you be eager to
teceive lhe same welcome? What
<an you do to bring new warmth
where relationships have cooled?
Make a list.

When the work of the Spirit has
developed new attitudes toward
one ther in the home, then the

Bible hospitality is a req
Read lsaiah 56:6-9 (TLB) and Luke
14:12-14 (RSV).

Briefly ouiline chapters 3 and 4,

.digcussing hospitality as a gift of the

Holy Spiril. You may wani o
emphasize two questions:

How do we recognize the work of
the Holy Spiritin our lives? Discuss
the author’s three points on pages
38-40.

How can an understanding of the
gifts of the Spiril affect our practice
of hospitality? Study the six points
listed on pages 43-54

In chaptes B, define the word
welcome. Stale some reasons why
homes sometunes lose Lheir
welcome atmosphere. Discover the
welcome atmosphere of your home
and heart. How warm is your
greeting when those with whom

doors to the waorld outnide can
begin to open.

Review chapter 10, “Open
Homes"" What was the relationship
between the home and the church
in the New Tesiameni? Share the
Scripture reterences. Check on the
hospitality of your church
congregation Do church members
open or close their homes Lo one
another?

List the names of persons on your
chuech roll or 1n yout community
who are not active in group
fellowship with othey Christians
Pray aboul your responsibility
toward each one. Does someone
need you for a praver partner? Do
you need to invite someone 10 your
Round Table group next month?
There may be a need for 2




neighbochood Bible study. If so,
make plans; take the initiative; offer
your home.

Share the aix shartcuts o
hospitality from chapter 16. Aak
group members th “brainstorm” on
some personal shortcuts that keep a
hostess from being exhausted when
guests arrive Add these to your
written list.

Ciose the study by reading *A
Prayer,” pages 197-199 Challenge
members to use their lists as
reminders for prayer and
commitment,

(i you'd like 1o go a step turther
in understanding andpracticing
Chrishian hospitality, read and
study Take Thes Howse, reviewed
below. Also nole the artide in this
issue, ‘Three Years Beyond
Refugee Spansorship,” p.41.)

Beyond Feminism by Marilyn Brown
Oden (Abingdon $3.50)"*

Marilyn Brown Oden duects
today’s woman of faith into a new
realm of womanhaad. The readeris
challenged 1o move and think
beyond ihe popular leminism role

Women need work schedules
thst correspond with school hours
and vacatiows A w(man who gives
love, understanding, and care with
her children can minister with those

new family,” Evamae recslls
waitched one car after o

week after week, pull out i sy
driveway following

vigil with their new Oriental

same qualities to the world id|
her home.

Take This House by Evamae Barton
Crist {(Harald $1.95)°
In a momen! oi senous reflection
Evamae Barton Crist of Hallam,
Pennsylvania (near York), feli
moved to dedicate her house 10
God.

“'No, not our house,'’ she
protested. "Why, it's the showplace
of Owl Valley!Eighteen rooms filled
with lovely antiques and memenlos
from our lravels here and abroad.”

Although the quiet urge
persisted, Evamae did not know
how 10 respond.

Fourteen months later she
volunteercd to help with ihe
Vielnamese refugee program at Fort
(ndiantown Cap.

Evamae snon leamed of a family
af nine who needed a hnme — tao
large a famity for many people 10

and 1nto ane of responsibility,
worlh, and adventure.

Write the study question on a
chalkboard: How can a woman of
{aith make her contribution 1o
society beyond her home and at the
same hime take seriously the needs
af her family?

Make the following assignments
and call for reporis and/or
discossian in the group meeting.

Describe the two extremes of
womanhond commenly accepted

¢ der, but just Ihe nght size far
her large house She had her
answer

With 1he help of the Fust Church
of the Brethren. Kingsion Road,
York, Evamar and Dale Crist
welcomed the Nguyen family. Nine
exira persons to house, 16 leed. to
lave. “’No one warned me of the
bushels of laundry or that | would
have 10 talk so slowly or that the rice
would hail aver every evening,”
Evamae reflects

"“No one warned me of their

today One labels the traditinnal
housewife, her, and ¢ >

¢l the joy we'd share al

M

a5 a "'mistress madonna” The
second pictures the militant
feminist seeking 10 Lberate wamen
a% an "‘imitaior of the male

Explain the program of career
development which 1akes senoualy
3 woman's individual patenhal and
her role as wife and mother (p.37).

React 1o these suggestions and
slatements.

. and how much | would
learn Iram them

Church members rallied o help
the Cnists meei the needs of Dong
3nd his amily There was a
committee tor education, a
cammittee for clothing, a
committee for transportation, a
commiltee for food processing.

“Many members of the church
came 10 our home to visit with aur

friends, | wan ded of fhe
advice of the Aposile Peter,
hospitality one to anather wi
grudging.’  Evamae tells the
unusual story of her intimale
involvernent with the Nguyem
family in Take This House . She g
the day-to-day struggle to cuintg|
2 happy household, the oy ol
guiding Dong 10 a paying job, wy|
the salisfaction of helping the
family buy their own home end
begin 1o make their own Ry s te
commumnity.

Cal) o Prayer

Read names of missionaieslisk|
for 1oday (pp.43-48) Suggen
problem areas in the home whe
missionanes may need prayet
suppert Pray, thanking Cod i
open homes that become took o
minisity around the world.

BOOK FORECAST

Aprit

He Gave Us a Valley by Helen
Rosevcare {Intervarsity $3.%f

Fever! The Hunt for a New Killer Ving
by John G. Fuller (Zonderd
51 95)

May

When Bload Flows, the Heart Gron
Softer by Jeanetie Lockerbie
(Tyndale 33 95)°

Cannibotl Valiey by Russel! T Hil
{Zondervan $2.95)"

Captured by Carolyn Paine Mille
{Christian Herald $3 951

June
Peace with the Restless Me by
W Heam (Ward $4.951"

“Members of Round Table Boak (I I
these bonke automatically. Ako swis
thraugh Baptisi Book Stoees

"*Availsble through Bapent Bock S

‘NS
vice Corps Voluniezrs

5. Kansas — Vacation Bible School, survey
1ay AUNH

2 - Musk, <onstruction, home Bible study.
visitalion, survey

Tetinesser Houseparents lor summer

eansylvania — Vacaton Bible Schoal, visia-

1ovey. conslruction
aloradu €;mgs, Colorade
jocatan Hilde 5rhood
msdam. S uow York
sk, WHDUSSING,
tlanta, Grargia — Inner-city mission cenles
astongten DC — Camp director and stalf needed
aredo. levas  Laymen trstart new wark i ten commu

lses

Waork with migrant(s.

Vacatuon Bible Schoul, survey

or more information, write: Chnstian Service Corps.
fome Mission Board. 1350 Spong Street. NW Atlanta GA

o (19

OREIGN MISSIONS
'rolessional in adverlising and promutiun fur Malaysia-
ngapore Mission Needs expenence 9ix (0 eight weeks

nghah teacher: Singapore  Speech speciahs) Three
whs, summer or {all Housing provided
arragefamily Nide seminas workers: Malaysia

ngapote Ine month assigr.nent Honsing and lical
amporiation provided

General worker Libena. Oversee operation of amall
bookslore, prepare munihly payrol). literature distribu-
ton "S1and-in” {or fudoughing missionanes One year:
August 1978-1979 Round-trip teansporiation and dur
nished housing provided

Seminary music teacher: Philippines MMus degree
required  Round-inp trapsportatinn and furmshed hous-
ng provided

librarian'supesvisor: Plulippines Master Library Science
or significant experience required Ruund tap transporta:
lion and furmshed housing provided

Denligls and Physicians A hist o volonteer medikal
needs (three weeks to three months) is avadable trom My
Harold Hurst, Foreign Mission Beard, SBC, P.O Box 6597,
Richmand. VA 23230

kar additivna) intormation about gverseas neecs, wrile
Wulliam tugene Grubbs. Cansultant an Laymen Chverseas,
Fareign Missian Board. 'O Bow 6597, Richmond, VA
para Ul

SIGN UP FOR
YOLUNTEER INVOLVEMENT IN MISSIONS

Want \n be a pant of something big?

Have you a concern lan missions? A (alent or occupation
Ibal may be needed ©n a missinns held?

Sign up a5 a virlunteer in missions!

A new pragect called Volunteer Invalvement in Missions
1s beinning o identify needs on missuns fields and 10
denuify the resaurces and 1o get them logether

Four agencies — the Foreign and Home Mission Boards,
Womans Missionary Unian, and the Bratherbnod Com

anled. Used band i s ior the Rah.
'lease contact offire for mailing instructions

avth Camp warkers: Tartala July 1¥7H Two o four
euple Housing provided and meals arranged lor at 2
moderate rate

V85 1eam 0f sin ta eight people: nrtala July or August.
4R Housing and meals aranged fir at 2 moderate rate

Tescher: Ciadvlovpr August-Decembec, 1978 To ginde
ssianany children. grades 1-11, in the Calven or Ne-
asha indicrdual study programs Housing pravided

Preetary- Mexico: Must speak Spanish One vear assign
™l Round-tnp transporiation and fuenished housing
roveded

MK dann parenis: Iseael To begin August, 1978, lor ane
'¢31 Raund-trip transportation and furnished bowsing
ricvided

Moekkeeper Ecuadar One year. beginmng July. 1978
vond-trip Iransportation and furnished housing pro-
ided

(#0ce leacher Gaza 1978-79 school vear. Round-tnp
f4nsporta+- o and furmished housing provided

are joining forces ta put the sydtem mta
l\PQ'l»IIIO"

Thase wha want 10 be a part of this plan are invited (a
wate 1o Valunteer Involvement in Missions, Southern
Baptist Comvention. 1350 Spong Street, NW, Atlania, GA
30N A Jdetarled form listing interests, skills, concerns,
and avarlabihty will he rerumed. On completing the \arm,
the volunteer should mail it back (o the ahove address

Volunleers are alsn asked {this 15 not mandatory) 10 send
m §2 with their applcahon. This contrbution will help
make the program as seli-supporning as possible

The indrvidual s the key ta this system The individual
who waalx ta uge (he gifts Gad has given, plus time and
monev (o travel Inr munisity and witorss, 1§ imporiant
Also imporant 1s the individual in a leadership position
who must idenbfy 1the need and request the and

A
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Next Month in
Royal Service

A Wife for
the Price of
a Goat and

a Few Yards
of Cloth

The age-old custom of family
arranged marriages and dowry
haggling still persists 1n many
countries of West Africa But
change is slowly taking place. A
symposium on “‘Changing and
Unchanging Conditions of Women
in West Africa” will head the April
issue on West African missions.

An interview with the outgoing
president of Woman's Missionary
Union of Nigena, Mrs Aduke
Akinola, offers another point of
view, and “The Fruits of Roots'' will
look at the West African as an
American citizen of the sixth and

seventh generation. “Living ina
Integrated Neighborhood” offer
insight into personal expetiencs
with those of West African henia
wha live among us.

Program matenial for a church
wide prayer retreat and the
first in a six-part series on diret
evangelism wil] also be induded
the April ROYAL SERVICE.

Don’t miss out on a single istue
you are planning a move, fillinte
subscriber information form bk
and send it to us right now. We'lbe
so glad!

O CHANGE OF
ADDRESS

Please state month
address changes (6
weeks advanced
notice required).

Attach current labet O NEW

0 RENEW MY
SUBSCRIPTION
Attach current label
and list any
cosrections in blank

SUBSCRIBER

and wnite in new
address in blank

O DUPLICATE
COPIES

Should you receive
duplicate copies of
ROYAL SERVICE,
PLEASE SEND BOTH
LABELS
Subscriptions will be
combined #

SUBSCRIPTION
Enclose payment
Add sales tax if you
five in Alabama.

0O EXTRA COPIES
(MONTH)

Extra copies are 45¢
each, not available
after the month on the
cover Enclose
payment

ham, AL 35203

Please attach your current mailing label
and mail to ROYAL SERVICE. Subscription
Fulfillment. 600 North 20th 5t.. Birming-

ASSISTANCE

0 $4 for 12 months
45¢ each
Add $1.50 per year if outside the US

O $8 for 24 months O extra copis

Name
Address

City State YA |

ROYAL SERVICE 600 North 20th St., Birmingham, AL 35203 Pleas
allow six to eight weeks for shipment of first issue « n new
subscription
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