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And the disciples said 1o him. "Where are
we fo cel bread enough in the desert to
feed so ereat a crowd?” And Jesus said to

them. “How many loaves have vou?”
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SPEND SOME OF
WUR SUMMER
[HE SHELF:

Were talking about K¢ missians bookshel in your
home ar church. There are {iterary feasks 1o fil the tagles ol
any bookwarm, and sumrier Is 3 wonderful time to raund
out your diet.

For spiritual growth, sample the aewest baok in 1he
Woman | am series: The Sevkhing Woman | Am by Nell
Tyner Bowen Page 32 in this magazine ofters 4 money-
saving package of all three Woman | Am books So you
have the first Iwo? Give ail to a friend a5 » well-chosen
gitl.

Talnr the academic appsoach wilthoul ever leaving home,
by enrolling i the Seminary Exlension Course “Women
in ihe Church '™ Wriler Minetle Drumwright deals with
many queslions people are asking abaut what the Bible
says aboul women. The cosi, which includes tend, sludy
guide, correspondence kit, and postage and handling is
$12.75. Enroll by yaurself, or gather a few inends far some
summer discusaion. See the February 1973 ROYAL
SERVICE, or wrile Seminary Extension, 460 Jame

Rabertson Parkway, Nashville, TN 37219 for more infor-
mation

Remember the Church Study Caurse system? 10 is alivel
and well and ofiering books lor » WMU Leadership
Diploma or a Christian Development Diploma Boo
jopics include Hislony ul Woman « Missionary Union, The
Bible God's Missionary Message toMan Val. 1or2; or A
Introduction o the Bible Electives are also included. Se
page 71 in the Baptisl Women Manual dor compled
instruclions Mast books ave available al the Baptist Boo
Stare.

And who could forget Round Table Baok Club! [t hringy
ke shelfl 10 your door, wilh three book selections eve

quarter on missions and spisilual growih topics. Buy al
three and gel a 20 percen) discount. To join, write RTBC |
Box 24420, Nashville, Tenn. 37202, Give your name,
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Baptist Women Meeting

Weighed in

the
Balance;
Will our
garbage cans
testify against
us at the day

of judgement?

BUTH WAGNENL MILLER

Today. I cleaned vut my
refrigerator. t didn't throw
away much — just half a can of
baked beans, a piece of fried
chicken, some wilted lettuce leaves.
cranberry sauce. It cauldn't have
amounted ta more than a dobars
worth. After all, Ican’l be expected
to eat all the leflovers around here.1
have enough of a weight problem
without being a human garbage
can.
Well, I'd just put my TV dinnerin
the oven to heat for lunch Sincel
had thirty minutes, | stretched out
on the couch with ROYAL SERVICE,
the November-December 1975
issue of Home Missions, and the
February 1976 1ssue of The
Commssion ta prepare fot auf
Baptist Women meeting 1'd anly
read alittle when the doorbell rang.
I opened the deor Standing there
was a shriveled old man with
protruding eyes and abdomen His
skin, like parchment, strerched
tautly over the bones of his face

“Extuse me, Madam,” he said.

May | please have the food you just
thtew 10 your garbage can?”

“Of course not. Itsold Anyway,
itwas justa fittle | threw away Who
are you?” | replied.

“lam Juan | live in Honduras.
Yousay you threw away only alittle,
but 3t cost more than my father
amsinaday,” the man answered

Your father? How old are you?"’

“lam 167

As | stared at the ravaged face,
Made old before its time by
malnutntion, other figures silently
ipproached my doorstep. Gaunt -
mathers whose milk has gone dry
—their babres listless and unseeing
ttherr arms  Once-proud Masai
Tbesmen from Kenya whaose cattle
dropin ther tracks from starvation.
The shriveled and sick from
war-torn, flood-ravaged
Bangladesh; the homeless children
who sleep under the fountains of
Jogota. Colombia; mnthers
weeping for babies too weak to eal;
lathers haunted by the

P of ployment
Who are you?’ I demanded,
Semewhat frightened

“We'te the hungry of the world,”
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they answered. “'If you will just let
us have what you throw away. it
would help.”

"“"Why should you get my
garbage?’ | asked

“Ithas always been so, Madam,"'
answered one. “'For every hundred
people in the warld, six are
Americans. Yet you six consume
halt of all the world's resources "

“Now'look here! We Americans
have worked hard for what we
have. if you prople would work as
hard as we Americans work, you'd
have enough to eat, too. A lot of
hungry pecple are just plan lazy "

An emancaated black man
stepped foward. "My Lady, have
yuu ever seen sameone starve? Our
bodiexs literally consume
themselves. Qur kidneys stop
functioning. The shortage of
carbohydrates aifects our brain
chemistry We become weak and
ronfused. Saome don’t even know
they're starving. In my country ot
Ethiopia. some peuple even drown
because they are too weak to lift
their heads out of a few inches of
water in the gutter when a
rainstorm comes along. Please
don't call us lazy We'd like 10 be
strang enoygh to work

Another spoke. "Oh, ma‘am. |
would be so happy to work. Just
give me work work to da. T.am Babu
Lal of Calcutta. | am 50 years ald
and have never slepl anywhere but
in the streets Each day ] go 1o the
dump and scavenge for paper,
glass. rags — anything ] can sell ta
buy tood. Then it's back to the
dump toscavenge for the nextmeal.
All over the world, thousands leave
the countryside because we can’t
affard 10 buy food. We hear of hope
in the cities. Bul when we get there.
we can find na work, Please dan
call us lazy. We want ta work

"1 wish 1 could Acavenge in the
dumps of the US Yau throw away
150 mitlion tons of trash every year
Your trash includes 55 billion cans,
26 billion bottles, 65 billion metal
and plashe caps. You junk 7 millian
carsevery year. Oh, ma'sm, the rag
pickers of Calcutta could make a

comfortable living an what you
throw away “

A Tuareg chief in hig famed
indigo robe spoke nexi. "My family
has always owned cattle and
camels. Herdingis honarable work.
When the rains came less and leas
frequently ta our part of Africa, the
Sahara Desert began to overtake
our grazing land. 1t moves
southward at the rate of 4 to 30
miles a year. As it covered our
grassland we grew desperate We
cut bushes and trees ta feed our
starving animats. We didn't
understand the we weze just
speeding up the desert's
encroachment. We are victims af
chmate changes that we cannot
even comprehend Bul we are not
lazy *

A woman spoke ‘We in
Bangladesh suffer from a difterent
weather problem. While the farms
of north [ndis dried up and blew
away, the monsoon shifted 2
thousand miles east and dumped its
waters on our ¢country. The floods
destroyed homes and ceopa [,
Jobeda, saw my husband and five of
my seven children starve to death
My remaining two children haven‘t
long They are too weak to cry | sit
in refugee campand wait "'

Itried another argument I'd often
heard “'1f you people waould
practice birth contral, stop having
sn many children, you'd have
enough food to ga acaund. | zead
that warld papulation is grawing by
t milhon people every five days, by
1 billion peaple in a dozen years,
and by the year 2007 will be double
fram the present 4 billion to
billian. If you dan’t stop. we’ll all
atarve to death.”’

A mother stepped farward. “[,
Smita, from India, will anawer that.
1muai have asan alivedtthe time of
his father's death. [ must produce
six children ta be sore one son will
qurvive. If1 stop with two children,
as you recommend, ! may have
nane to lake cace of me in my old
age. You will get a Social Security
check. [ have anly my childeen.”’

'We need our children to work,”

i




added a farmer from the
Philippines. “"You have tractors to
do your plowing. We hove
children.”

“What else is a woman good for?
Her function in life is to bear
children and serve her husband,”
spoke up Jobeda.

] wiah 1 couid have fewer
children,” said Rosa from Peru. 1
would stop il | knew how."

“Not all our countriea need 1o
fimit population. | am Ana from
8razil. We have much fronher land
to settle. We need more people
Don't impose a quiclk answet Oh us
when you don’t understand our
problems.”

The Ethiopian man spoke neat.
"Perhaps. there are too many
Americsns. One westerner
consumes and pollutes as much as
%0 Africans or Indians Americans
conaume one-third to one-hall of
the world's resources Jtwe cut our
population, will you ehare your
abundance in order to wsure that
the babies we do have will live to
adulthood?”

I begon to sputter. “Look atall the
toreign aid we give you now. Our
taxes just keep going up to help the
world.”

They smiled sadly Tolerantly.
jobeda spoke, ““Your nabon is noi
the Santa Claus thal you believe it
te be. Out of the 17 top donor
nations, yoo rank 15. Each
American pays anaverage of $48(in
taxes for defense bui only $6 for
development assistance 10 the
Third World nations In 1349, you
were giving 2 8 percent of your
gross national product for econemic
aid By 1975, it had dropped to 144 of
1 percent.”

The Ethiopian man added, “More
than hall your Ainancial aid comesin
the form of loans which we pay back
with interest. Less than halt of it
goes for development, the rest for
military aid and we turn around and
buy our armaments from you, so
you get your money back. Only a.
small percentage ever reaches the
common hungry man.”’

Juan gaid, “‘Some have accused

you of playing politica with hunger.
withholding aid until our
governments did whatyou wanted.
{s this the action of a Christan
nation?”

| Jooked 3l them They stretched
out their sctawny hands to me.

“I'muorty.” [8aid. “There aretoo
many of you Your problemsareioo
complex. I'm only one person.
What can | do?" And | closed the
door

The kilchen timer buzzed
ingiatently, and | woke with a start
Only a dream? Perhaps Yelas Isat
down to my lunch, | remembered
God's handwriting on Belshazzar’s
wall — “Thov ari weighed in the
balances,and art found wanting”
{Dan. 5:27) { wondered how
heavily our abundance will weigh
againat us when our turn al the
balances comes. Will our garbage
cans lestify against us at the day of
judgement?

Confronted with the specler of
starving millions {unless we do
something, 200 million pecple will
die of hunger in the nest len years
— thal's equivalent o wiping out
the entire US population) whal
should a Chrishan woman do? She
should take three steps: (1.) Find
out what the Bible says (2 ) Find
out what's being done now. (3 )
Decide where she can Ht into the
solution.

r
I:ue Bible Speaks

God recognizes that hunger and
poverty do exist (Deul. 15:11a,
Moatt. 26:11). He shows special
concern in seeing that the poor are
provided for as he instructs the
reapers to leave the gleanings for
the needy {Lev 19:9-10), and
protects the poor from exploilation
by the rich (Deut. 27:19}.

Just because God acknowledges
the problem of poverty. he does not
gve us the option 1o sil back and
acceptit. Intact, he commands usto
do somethung about it (Deut. 15:11,
Luke 3:11}. He hands down a
terrible indicrmeni on those who

ignote the needs of the poor (Proy
22:22-23; Ezek. 16:49-50: Amas
41-2).
Jesus aet us an example. He
per) { hung himself durng
his ptation in the wild

-~

Mast of the large denominationa
have excellent records in both
punger relief and developmenl

jects Because our minsi

“Baptist” known and opened doors
and ears.
Carl Ryther, agricultural

on the field undersiand the
bl and the aid

e

(Mati. 4:2). He 9 d
through his feeding of the 5000 thy
even very limited resources can dy
the job when God directs theif ys
(Mark 6:35-44). And then he telly s
that our failure to care for the pox
leaves him {Jesus) hungry. thirm
naked (Matt. 25:44-46).

L ihu Is Doing What?

Our government does provide
some aid (both finandcal and
surplus food) to neady countnies.
However, because of bureavcrutic
red tape and administrative cosh
not every dollar purchases 2 dollars
worth of food. Food may rot on
docks Ineptorcormsptalficialymiy
siphon off aome. It finde ils wey
somehow onto the black market.
Yet without our aid even more
people would suffer,

Several worthwhue agencies do
an etfective job ol ministering Iothe
needy. They adhere to the
philosophy of the Chinese proverh
““If you give a man a fish, you feed
him for a day. But if you teach him
how to fish, you feed him for»
liletime.” An immediste supply o
food sent to a stricken area aavesd
man from slarving to death foday
When fallowed up with
developmenl aid such as helping
people dig wells, teaching bette
farming methods, making birth
control available, it guaraniess thal
he won't starve to death next yau
either.

Bread for the World. an
interdenominational agency. #ims
to keep Christians aware of
It encourages us 1o actas
responsible citizens by providing
ways that we can effectively lelow
government know that we want
more done Other agencies whidh
have an outstanding track
include Church World Sesvice anf
CARE

rmmulves, out own Foreign
Migsion Board can pledge that
every dollar we designate for relief
goes directly to the needy. None of
it pays for “ninning the cifice.”

Southern Baptist missionaries
have always tnied to feed the
hungry and help the poor.
Fallewing Jesus' example (notice
how ofien Jesus fizst met the
physical needs of those who came
to him, then he forgave their sins)
they minister ta the total person
while bringing the good news of the
gospel

Just 3 few examples of SBC aid:

Notman Coad, Upper Valta,
helped villagers build a well. The

well praject has made the name
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v to Bangladesh,
introduced ducks as a source of
meat He has a goal of ducks for
every lamily in his district He also
gives out 3 special, fast-growing
species of baby fish which Bengalia
can raise in theit numerous ponds.

Albert Sutton, tarmerly in
Botswana, and naw in South Brazil,
trains jocal young men and women
in agnicultural methods By
ingoducing chicken and egg
production, and by planting
vegetables he hapes that diet and
health will be improved.”

Robert Williams worked actively
amang the tefugee camps of the
Niger Republic during the
drought-caused tamine He hopes
in the future to introduce farming
1echniques, wates conservatian,
livestock improvement.

Although Sauthern Baptist

jssi ies have admini d
quick and effechve relief where
disaster has struck, the problem of
warld hunger grows It will nol
diminish for a long time

.b ilure Da 1 Fit In?

Individually 1. We must examine
our litestyles asking, Do [ really
need this? When we congume or
wasle more than we need {food,
fuel, water, {ertilizer) we use up
tesources that could be shated.

2, We must learn all we can about
world hunger 1f we tearn, we will
give intelligently to arganizations
that give & dollar’s worth of aid for
every dallar they take in. Read the
books suggested this month on
pages 43 and 45.

3. We must pray — for the hungry
of the world, and for our
missionaries as the poar knock on
their doors for help. The
missionaries need wisdom to know
how ta tackle prablems. They need
money and personne) to put their
ideas inta action. They need the
Holy Spuit constantly intervening
for them as they deal with

governmenta and afficiala of
developing nations. And we muat
pray for ourselves, that God will
give us such a burden for the
hungry that our own food wil) tum
to sawdust in our mouths unti] we
do something.

Collectively. as Baptist Women we
must:

1. Make our families and friends
conscious of the terrible imbalance
between what we have and what
the rest have nat. “Qur problem,”
says Phil Strickland of the Texsa
Christian Life Commiasion, “is not
that we’re trying ta do too much
with the little God gives us, itis that
we're Irying to do too little with the
much he bas given us "

2. Lead our churches ta make
specific commiltments of money for
relief and develapment.

3. Contact government
representatives Ask them what
they plan ta do about the problem.
Don'1 be satisfied with pat or
political answers.

As Baptist Women we have a
chaice — ta be part of the problem
or pari of the solution The Biblical
writer John records, “Bul if 2 man
has enaugh taliveon. and yet when
he sees his brother in need shuts up
his heart against him, how ¢an itbe
said that the divine love dwells in
him?" {1 John 3-17 NEB). If you
have read this far, you have seen
yaur beather is in need

8y myself, 1 can’t do much.
Neither can you But thal doesn't
excuse us trom doing sameihing.
I’ll make a start. How abaut you?

PLANNING THE MEETING

STUDY AIM: Ta contront
members with the prablems of
waorld hunger; to show members
their rale in the causes and their
respongibility and opportunities in
its alleviation.

PLAN 1

Adaptand have several members
present the dialogue in the study.
Following their presentation, lead s
discussion on the causes of hunger




and what Baptist Women can do
about it, (See Follow Through.)

PLAN 2
BEFORE THE MEETING

1. Make plans to serve a symbolic
meal consisting of two cunces
cooked dried beans or lentils, one
very small boiled potato, one
quarter raw onion, and half a glass
of weak tea with no milk or
sugar—less than 100 calories total.

ell members ahead of time that
they will be charged for the meal,
with proceeds being sent to the
Foreign Mission Board, marked for
disaster relief. If poseible, serve the
meal as an introduction to the
program.

2. Order a copy of “The Bible
Speaks on Hunger” (5C copies,
$2.50) from Christian Life
Commission, SBC, 460 James
Robertson Parkway, Nashville,
Tenn. 37219.

3. Ask several members to
prepare a dramatization of “A
Fable” found on page 121 of
Endangered Species (see p. 43) and
also found on page 10 of The
Commission, February 1976.

4. Prepare a summary of the
causes of world hunger and things
Baptist Women can do about it. See
pp- 8 and 33 for help in this area )

DURING THE MEETING.

1. Serve the meal, reminding
members that this is an everyday
menu for many people of the Third
World.

2. Present your facts on the
causes of world hunger.

3. Present ““A Fable." Distribute
copies of “The Bible Speaks on
World Hunger.” Ask members to
study them at home.

4. Lead discussion on what
Baptist Women can do. (See Follow
Through.)

PLAN 3
BEFORE THE MEETING

Obtain a copy of A Fable”
mentioned in Plan 2. Buy enough
pieces of individually wrapped

candy {peppermint) for each
member to have one.

DURING THE MEETING

1. Give each member a piece of
candy. Then collect all the candy
and divide it into two equal piles.
Count off members. For every 16-17
members, assign one to be
» American,” the others represent
the rest of the world. Now give one
pile of the candy to the
“Americans.” Tell the '‘rest of the
world” they must share what's left
because for every 100 people, 6 are
Americans, but they consume half
the earth’s resources.

2. Let the “rest of the world"
discuss how they felt at seeing the
“Americans’” have so much. Ask
the "“Americans” how they felt.

3. Read aloud A Fable.”

4. Ask members to decide on a
definite course of action that will
involve them in world hunger. (See
Follow Through.}

CALL TO PRAYER

Read 1 John 3:17-18, from a
modern translation. Ask members
to consider whether they are part of
the problem or part of the solution

to world hunger. Read the praym

calendar. Direct prayer as b

suggested. (See “Where Do | Py
In?” Individually, Item 3.) ]

FOLLOW THROUGH

1. Choose one or more of the
suggestions under "“"Where Da 1y
In?”

2. Ask your pastor ta make
definite plans with you to obserye
World Hunger Day which the S
has approved for the first
Wednesday in August. The
Missions Night Qui Resource Booklet
offers complete plans for a World |
Hunger Dinner.**

*The Suttons have now been tranafe
Brazil. A peesonal glimpse of theit
Botswana will be the tapic of a Seph
feature by Catherine Allen :
“*Sce order form, p. 20,

While part of the world starves, another part gorges . =
With 6 percent of the world’s papulation, North Am
consumes 40 percent of the world’s resources. One Americ
consumes and pollutes as much as 50 or more African or Indis
peasants . . . Rich nations currently feed their livestock me®
grain than the people of India and China, one-third of &
human race, consume directly . . . This does not mean I8

beef production should be halted. It simply is not necessary®
finish out beef with large amounts of grain. Grass-fed be
as nourishing and has an important role in the food

— Endangered Specs
Broadman Press
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’fbe command of léve is clear—in
“this world of need, gospel without
grain is incomplete. Southern
Baptists must—and want
to—minister to the tohI nee‘ds of
man,

Southern Baptist relief work is -
done through special gifts, rather
than taking from the Cooperative
Program and Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering. These gifts,

for wox"ld

Vet stipulat ﬂmhﬁm to
R

Ny

A
B

Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board tries to meet as many
different neéds as possible, giving
priority. to emergency needs in

times of disasters and tolong-range

plenning to allevmte the loag-term
hunger prob blem. °

Examplés,of immediate dxsaster :

response include. sending food,
tents, and emergericy. medicd )
teams to the scene of an

earthuake‘

Baptists have responded to victims
of a hurricane in Honduras,a flood !
in Bangladesh, and earthquakes in
Guatemala, Romania, Ttaly, -
Argentina, and ]apm il
'lnapltﬁal uuwerloﬁ(_




and well-baby dinica.

Hunger i not always slow
developing, or a result of 3 sudden
natural disaster. In parts af Middle
America » drought has taken l.he

Second, better seed and fertilizer
are being introduced so that
farmers can grow as much grain a3
before on less raintall.

Thlrl in the wel areas better
hods are being

harvest level down dang
low. People who were coce ahle to
grow their gwn food are now
hungry. Southem Baptiata are
providing seed, fertilizer, and food.
The foad is to bast untib the harvesi,
“the agricultural goods are In agsure
there will be a harvest.

In Weat Africa, chapging weather

introduced so that some sections of
the nation may have surpluses to
help supply iood to places where
there are shortages.

Convention overseas reliel wory
2. Every ceni given for relief

through the Board goen to reliet
None is taken out for
P ion or

3. South

and Board saff di.rer:l]y pam
in al) relief spending—through
planning, implementing, and
adn'u.mslﬂlins

Some S n Baphist prog
have been o0 well planned and so
aucceasful that they have been
copied by mber agencies and

patterns and droughts have d
whole nations to be short on food.

1'hm are three impartant things
should know

The South
provide is three-fold.
First, grain to feed the hungry is

about their world relief program:
1. The Foreign Miasion Board is
the channel for all Souihern Baptist

heen Bapti reliel hes an
extrs feature—it ia done in the r
of a total ministry of
evangelism, in the name of
with the purpose nf meeting
needs of man as s witnessto Ch
love and concemn,

RUTH FOWLER I» 2 staff wrier s
Foreign Miesion Board in Richmond,
Virginis

being provided now.

New Habits to Ease Hunger

wond |

S0, the budget is tight and you juai don't know how
to come up with a gift for the hungry — well, hereare
some super-duper but now quite painless ways of
giving,

Make the gift a family project. Make 1l over and above
tithes and regular offering.

Include eoeryone tn both prayer and giming. Show your
family why — in pictures and in Scriptutes. Then,
you find the extra dollars and cents in these ways:

1. Stipone meal o week . Give the cosi of the meal to
help alleviate world hunger.

2. Agree as o farmly to give up soft deerks, polato chips,
and snacks for 8 week. Give the cost of these ilems 1o
world reliet.

3. Make banks out of cans, small cartons. ar another
suitable contaimer. Have a “change day’ and have all
members of the family empty their pockets af Joose
change on that day. Continue throughoul a given
period of months or weeks.

4. Pln, with your church, o worid hunger dinner ™
Serve rice and water bui charge the price of a
restaurdnt meal (§1 50 each wavld buy dinner at 2
hamburger chain!) An appropniate date would be
Wedneaday, August 2. Bap have designaied this
date as World Hunger Day

5. Hape a meatless Thursdoy (or any other doy) and groe
the price of the family's meot for that day to world relief (A

that i

$4.00 roast could be sacrificed to buy grain to lasts
week for » child.)

6. Coffer break bargain. Give 1he money spent oa
caftee, rolls. daputs, etc., ta warld relief, instesd
bring a thermos from home Saves money (and
calories)!

7. Plan a Hunger Workshop for your church. The
details of 3 workshop that will suit your partcole
congregatian’s needs can be worked oul by the
Hunger Committee of Oakhurat Baptist Church,
Decatur, Georgia. For more information, wrie:
Hunger Comminee, Oakhurst Baptiat Church, I
East Lake Drive, Decatur, Geotgia 30030

Where 10 send your money

Make yaur gift tn World Relief through your bocal
church, bul be sure to designate it for Workd Reliefor
Hunger Relief,* Foreign Mission Bosrd. When yout
N ceaches the state office, it will be routed directy
10 the Foreign Mission Board where the total amoust
will be used for hunger and disaster relief around the
world.

“The Missrons Night Ot Rewowrce Boskled gives complete plansfor
1 World Hunger Dinner Qrder an order form, p 20 d
“U1f 11 is designated Hungee Reliel, It is apenl only lor thal
purpose WorldReliel money in used lor disaster retet, as wellm
hunger-related crinea

Current Missions Group

Poverty,

Ruth Wagner Miller

Sceme 1

{Several women are seated around a
table wailing for their current missions
jrotip meeting to begin. The leader
speaks first.)

Leader: Today we will study the
problem of poverty in the US and
our role iniia canses and cures. Lets
start by listing some of the kinds of
poverty of which you are aware

Ann: Well, ) guegs the food stamp
program — alihough | underatand
Wsadisasier — is a sign of nne kind
of poverty. When [ was in the
supermarket the other day, 1
wakched a woman unload a whale
arn ol junk food and pay tar it with
food stamps. b really made me mad
%o think my 1ax dollars were being
Speni ta feed her kids candy bars.
Why, I don't even buy candy for my
own children. So | guess poverty
Means not enough food to eat.

Leader: Who elae has an idea?

Matha: | had to drive my new
mad home last night. I tell you |

| “asscared to death. Shelivesin the
[ ™oral part of town — nothing but

shacks People crammed in
togeiher, na place to go but the

street. | see poor housing as a sign
of poverty.

June: When 1did some subshitute
teaching tast spring it seemad to me
1hai the paor kids had alot of healih
problems. We had impebg;
niNGgWOTM, runny noses, coughs. A
tot of them seemed listtess and run
down . | would say that the poar
can't afford good medical care.

Amy: | think this whole welfare
mess is a national disgrace. 1f thase
penple weren'taolazy, if they'd just
get out and work, they wouldn't
have all these prablems. After all,
this is the land of opportunity and
we all have an equal chance. So the
welfare program is a sign of
poverty. [t may even encourage
poverty.

Ruth: I think you ran help people
but the real paverty is of the spirit.
The ultimate answer lies in
changing the individual tram the
inside Christ does that. It seems to
me Lhat we ought to concentrate
there Thai's what Bold Mission
Thrust is ahaut, isnt it?

Leaden: | can see that we all need
10 do a litte research on this subject.

As my husband says, “He who
camplains about the mess is soon
made Mess Officer.” Lel’s adjourn
to the church media center {library)
and each of you find outaamuchas
you can about the problem yau've
jusi cited. Then we'll come back
here and instead of tharing
ignorances, we can shace facts. (The
group exits.}

Scene 2

(The group has reassembled around
the lable and burzes with excitement,
The loader speaks )

Leader: [ have the feeling that
you found something of inlerest to
report. Let's just goaround the table
inthe same order we did before and
you can tell us what you've leamed.
Ann, | believe you started.

Ann: Firsi of all, | was shocked to
find that people are hungry in
America. Alhough people sren't
droppmsm the streets as they doin

some -siricken ies, it
i% estimated that as much aa 20
peu‘enl of our population is

sebed Mal t in

the prenatal stege and during the
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fent two years of life can lead to
mental retardation. Thees-fonetha
of the nation’s mentally retarded
come from poverty aress. The
highest incidence of malnutrition,
iliness, infant mortality, and lowest
life expectancy rates occur among
American Indiane.
1 learned that during this awful

inflation we all complain about, tha
_price of porterhouse steak rose 38

slaple in the poor persons diet)
went up 256 percent. When the
ateak aaters “spend gown” and eat
beana, what do the bean eaters eat?
I'H tell you. For aome it means
eating dog food. °

1 found thet food steamps do help
a lot of people but that many,
although qualified, don’t
participate Why? Pride, for one
thing. We've attached a stigma to it
and made those who ate hungry
ashamed. Too, getting into the
program often requires people to
travel to offices that are difficult to
get to. They have to wail for long
hours, even take off work to get
their stamps. The offices are
understaffed and in some places,
because of the overload, the people
who run the program actually
discourage participation. You have
to have cash to buy food stamps,
and the poor don't always have
available cash.

[ was pretty judgmental in my
statement earlier about buying junk
food. Actually, many people don't
know the basic facts about good
nutrition. No one has ever shown
them what food to buy, or how te
select it wisely. Let's face it, when
junk food is advertised on TV, it
never referred to as junk.

As faras Tcould find out, no other
rich nation tolerates the hunger we
do. Japan wiped out hunger years
ago. [natead of considering it relief,
they consider their food prog
an investgnent in thew nation’s
future,

US Senator Emeat F. Hollings of
South Carolina said, “The hungry
are not able-bodied men, sitting
around drunk and lazy on welfare.

They sre children. They are
abandoned womaen, oz ihe crippled,
or the aged.”

Marths: The housing problem in
our country parallels the hungar
problem. Just as we produce plenty
of food but the poor can't afford 1o
buyit, we build Jots of buildings but
not for the poor to live in. The
groups hardeat hit include alder
people on fixed incomes, young
families just starting out, and racial
minorities (black and
Spaniah-speaki Ithaugh it's
illegal to bar anyone because of
race.

Like worms in a can, causes of
housing problems intertwine. It’s
hard to aee where one ends and
another begins The white people
fleeing to the suburbs pressure their
local officials to provide the same
services they had in the cities —
things like schools, and fire and
police protecton. This causes
skyrocketing 1axes. In order to
offsel tax increases. olficials try to
attract business and industry to the
suburbs. They also enact rigid
zoning laws designed to prevent
ldw-cost housing which would
increase the influx of poor families
and put a greater burden on the
taxpayer.

This leaves the paor shill in the
city while available jobs have
moved to the suburbs. The poor
must commute, if they can, becsuse
they cant move closer to their jobs

have to Eve somewhere, but =
near mel :

1 confess to this attitude myself
but I'm beginning to wonder how
Christlike this ia. Wham those
whom Jesus called his brothery md
sisteea must share one stinking
toilet foe a whole floor of
rasch-infested apartoients; wiemy
mother goes bo bed at
a rat may bite the baby — | wonda,
It seems that those of us with g
sound roof to keep out the raina |
the ones who make the dedaion
about whether or not the poce ev |
get a zo0l.

June: | looked into heakth cam.
The pecple hazdeat hit by
skyrocketing health coste are the
working poor. You see, the richcan
afford to pay. The welfare
recipients generally get it free. We
middle class people bear a big
burden, but many of us carry some
sort of health insurance to helpwin
the catastrophes. Many of the
working poor, including rural sad
migrant workers, get no health

e or ! t

insurance; yet beca::s; they work
they don't qualify for medical
welfare

Tragically, many health problem
could be prevented by teaching
people hygiene, nutrition, and *
simple medical techniques. You sl
1 know to wash out a wound sk
won't get infected, but do the
uneducated poor know this? My

— 1o low-cast h g avai .

Urban renewal, althaugh a great
idea, has displaced more people
than it has helped. In the firot 15
years, Urban Renewal demolished
500,000 housing units, a large
proportion of them occupied by
poor families, most of them black. 1t
built about 300,000 new units but
few of them for low-income
families

When somecne proposes
building low-income housing in an
area, the neighborhood organizes
in opposition, They fear the influx
of people will bring drugs and
crime, and will lower property
values. People say, Sure the poor

children have up-to-date
immunizations; but has the ronl
mother, whose child steps cn e

RIGHT: In affluent Ameriaa,
over 25 million persona still live §
below the poverty line. Ona lmgt
group ip the elderly, who musi live
on fixed incomes in a time of risisg
prices. Another la the yonng,
whose lack of proper food limlb
the choices of their futuse. Maste!
the poor are invisible to the resl
us, who pase over them or
them on express highways, $8§
rush into the comiortable *
world” of groomed lswns A58
redwood decks,
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rosty nail, ever heard of tetanus?
1 really believe we, who claim 1o
be Jesus Christ’s representatives,
could do something about thin.
Amy: | aitidzed the welfare
mese, end itisjust that. A mess! But
1 got to thinking — al lemat some
people get helped through it. What
if we had no welfare?
| guess we all tend to generalize
and lump all poor peopl into one
cmegory, but we shouldn't. Listen
to the types of poverty I leamned
bout: (1) Life-cycla poverty — that
the sort that pregses in on people
during certain periods when they
have no income. For example,
children or old people. Low-income
ot high-expense periods {like
reising a family) also cause this sort
of poverty. (2) Depressed area
poverty — that would mean
economi blighted areas like
Appalachia. (3} Crisis poverty —
caused by unemployment, severe
illnens, injury, desertion, or death
of the breadwinner. {4) Long-term
dependency poverty — like those
mentally and physically
handicapped from birth. {5)
Inner-city poverty — where ghettos
leave \heir mark of poarly paid jobs,
poor achools and social services,
low status, and low selt

A child giver thanke for anacks provided at Iheﬁbelmmd Baptin
Center in Atlanta, Georgis. Photo by Don Rutledge, HMB

sin, and we immediately think of
the victims and how theis sinning
mustcause their misery, Do we ever
ask ourselves if their poverty may
be the result of our ains? For we
have sinned in allowing conditions
of poverty to exist. We sin every
time we turn our backs on the
problem. One researcher estimates
that if every religious institution
took responsibility for just five poor
families, we could eliminate the
need for government welfare

People so marked carry these
influences with them wherever
they may move. The poor don't
want to be poor, bul poverty breeds
more poverty.

Arthur Simon, in Bread for the
World, writes, “The idea that
poverty ia the result of moral failure
hay taken a terrible toll in loss of
seli-esteem among the poor, and in
self-righteousnesa among the
nonpoot. Both perspectives are so
rukedly at odds with the Bible that
the currency they have gained even
smong Christiana and Jews is
satonishing. Yet people hold thia
idea with the besl of intentions.”

Ruth: Igave a pat answer, too,
when | said poor people need to
find Christ. Some of them aiready
know him, yet they're still poor.

We heae the statement that

and hunger are the result of

As Baptists we claim that our
baptism pictuees our belief in
Chnist's death, burial, and

cause.

Leader: We've uncovered some
pretty heavy stuff here, Let's akea
break now and then we'L get down
to some practicalities.

Sceme 3

{Same time and place, following the
groups coffee break.}

Leader: Ruth, you refecred eartior
to Baptists and to Bold Misaion
Thrust. 1'd like us now to take s look
at what we as Baptists might do for
the poor. If we picture this ministry
a3 a pyraenid, at the top we'd pul
the Home Mission Board and i
Department of Christian Sodsl

resurrection. 1t also gives withessio
our dying 1o self and to sin and
being raised to new life in Christ. [f
new life in Christ means trying to
Tive bike him, then the poor of the
world must have the same place in
our hearts and lives thai they had in
Jesus' heart ang life.

We Christians are uniquely
qualified 0 help the poor. Ous
knowledge of sinful human nature
can keep us from disillusionment
and cynicism as wa confront the
prodlem. Our faith should make ns
realize that noeffost, no matter how
amall, is wasted. Our hope will
keep us plugging away at the
problem long after those without
the Christian motivation have
moved on to the next popul

Miri ber, though,
1hat other departments, such &
Language Miesions and Interfaith
Witness, also minister to the poat.
Next we’d put state missions; ihﬂ'

e Y s geged
Christian social ministries such 1
Baptist centers and all ihat they 4.
But the base upon which the
pPyramid stands must be churche
and individual Christians.

The Deparbment of Christisn
Social Ministries can equip and
train us to do the job. It can poist
out areas of need. In same cases ¥
can allocate 2 missionary to
speathead the work. But withowt
Individuala committed to living sl
their Chistianity, Chaistisn sodst
inistries can hardly make a dett

Hl we could work on suk d

-

[ not just talking about giving
and praying. [ want ua to
of other things we, in this
could do to help alleviate
conditions. How sbout it?

delt. We could drive people to
their food stampa. What
seut clasees in natrition or food
? Maybe a food
tive? And how can people
Jasem aboul nutrition if they can’t
el 1 can see where reading and
arithmetic claases could
improve the lot of the poqr.
Marths: | can atart by changing
my attitude toward low-income
housing. [ can try to change the
itudes of other Christians. Then
A

said that if peaple could read, they
cauld help themseives to better
health. Perhaps the doctors and
dentists of our church would
consider donating time to a free
dinic. Let's look into providing
vitsening for childeen and the
elderly. We could get someone to
teach hygiene classes and
preventive health care. Could we
have a closet of non; n
medicines? Even nspmpﬁo
expznsive when you're spending
the major portion of your income
for food.

Any: | want to find out exactly
what welfare services wedo have in
this county. If | don't know what is
available, & lot of poor people don't
know either. I'd like to see us set up
a referral office for all gorts of

howsing. Could our men teach
dusges in hame repairs —

plumbing, carpentry, electrical
wirng? Low-cost interior

decorating? How about a wood
thop tor furniture making snd
tepair? Can we stockpile some

il funitare to loan out to people?

Would our youth be willing to

donate their time and energy to

Ex-gp projects for the elderly?
june: 1 agree with Ann when she

every Christian and every
organization in our church learne
what God expects of us in our
response to our poor brothera and
sisters. .

Leadar: We sound like now we're
veady to think sbout Bold Mission
Thruat, We all know the aim of Bold
Mission Thrast is to gelize and
con| tionalize, bat how do we
getitfrom those ideslistic sounding
words down to the problems of the
paor? One church defined
evangelizing this way: “lo show onr
community we love them . . . iy a
malter of being the love of God, where |
am . . . The basikc thing is to give @
person the chance o feel whol jesus i
- . . lts doing, going: being doers of the
Word. The feeting of Christ comes not
by word, but by oction. . .~ And to

problems —from ploy tto
medical aseistance. We shouldn't
plan to set up a service thaid
already available elsewhere, but 'l
bet we can supplement what
slready exists.

Ruth: 1 still think hearts need
changing. Qur hearts firgt, then the
hearts of the unsaved. We need to
do more study on what the Bible -
says about the poor. But we must
not stop there. We must make sure

congreg ther church
says, “‘you have o break down barriers
- .. to become, in the trice sense, the
fomily of God ”* Out response to the
poor of our community just might
be the boldest mission God hae for
us. As we sit in our clean,
comfartable homes with our
well-stocked pantries, praying that
bost will hear the Gaod News, letus
remember this stslement- “Hungry
bellies have no ears.””

PLANNING THE MEETING

As a result of this study members

[l seuld hare more understonding of

moblems of dhe poor in the LIS and
shauld choose a way the group wn helps
PLAN1

Present the study in drama form,
Wigning parts to group members.

ge each member tachoosea

suggestion from scene 3 which she
an carey out. Close with Call to -
Frayer (below),

PLAN 2

00 one of the fallowing:

1. Order the film, Hunger in
America {available through
AFL-CIO, 815-16th St. NW,
Washington, DC 20006, $7.50) to
thow duting your meeting; of,

2. lnvite a miasionary from s
nearby Baptist center to discues

with your group the problems of
poverty as they confront him; or,
3. Ask your local welfare agency
to supply you with a apeaker on
what services are svailable in your

you feel about these isaues?

2. Next, act out scene 2. Ask:
How do you feel now?

3. Actoutscene). Ask: Whatare
you going to do about the problem?

E bets to make a

area. If you con’t gel a sp ker,
interview the head of the sgency
and report to your group what
you’ve learned. Taping your
interview and playing it for your
program would add variety.

After presenting the film or
spesker, guide avembers in
dedding on a follow-through
activity from those suggested in
scene 3 of the study.

Chose with Call to Prayer (below).

PLAN 3
1. Have membern act out scen¢ 1

of the atudy. Then sak: How do

itment to i jgate ane or
more of the poasible sctions
mentioned in scene 3.

CALL TO PRAYER

Using The Living Bible, read Isaiah
58:7-10. Aesk members to exemine
silently their livenin the light of this
Scripture pasaage. Pray for God'a
forgivenas for our lack of
compassion for the poar. Pray
for those on the prayer calendar.
Close with » apacial prayer for those
missionaries who daily face the
problema of poverty in their work.

2
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Miani,

Home Board ltant
George Bullud grew up in Balt-
more an the don of the pastor of
Gregory Mamorial Baptist Charch.
He naw assists downlown
churches in mesting the challenge
of changing minimtries,

HMB Photo

The Seventh Baptist Church of Balti

home church of Annie A

has found aew purpase as pariof a transitional community. HME Pack

When the Poor Moveuin,

Does the Church
MOVE OUT?

hat happens when a

neighborhood changes?
Can the community of Christhans
known as the church communicate
as effectively to a different type of
people?

Commuruties may change, but
the ge that a cc y of
Christians expresses does not
Knowing how to coqununicate with
new faces and possibly a new
culture i the hurdle that sust be
overcome,

In order that America's most
transitional areas will hear aboul
Chrisi, the Home Mission Board
has soma strategies. 11 is helping
lacal Christians in transitional
communities be effective in their
ministry and witness. An excellent

pL

case study of this is Balimore

Baltimore, 2 growing metropolis
situated on Maryland’s Chesapeake
Bay, is a city experiencing rapid
change.

Originally founded as 2 shipping
port {or tobacco, the urban area has
grown and prospered into one of
the 10 Jazgest cities in America.

Along with this surge of
€xpansion came drastic change
Rapid growth produced serious
dilemmas Crime. unemployment,
and decay became obvious as the
city moved inlo the latter half of this
century.

Problems became so acute that
citizens flooded to the new
stronghold of growth—suburbia.
Baltimore's population dropped

from mare than one milion to it
present B50,000.

But a new day dawned eaily in
this decade when local politicixn
sought innovative ways to hurf e
city’s sagging spint around. The
revitalization efforts have bess ™
dramatic that Baltimore was el
an “Al) American City" in 1976
first time a majot metropolitan &
has been 8o honored.

Southern Baptists in Baltimase
quickly realized thewr aty wel ¢
changing and churches were
left behind. Many communi
surrounding churches took onz
totally different characteristiol,
almost overnight. )

Pastors and congregations beg#
searching for anawers to the

gquu&n:ll.oi how to dea)
mperalieled change.
Mission Thrust was the
. Thin is w plan for Southern
to take the message of Jeaua
to every person in the world
by the yeut 2000, Baltimore
wduded. This plan provides the
manni for1 churches to be a8 bold in
aueting today’s challenges af
cunging communlity as the dity of
Beltknore had been in responding
i wed,

The Home Mission Board
reognized what waa taking place
in Balimore and appointed a
conaltant far <hurches in
uansition.

George W. Bullard, Je., was
ramed 10 a hwo-year term {a help
churches meet the challenges of
miniatry to 2 community in
transition

Bullard, in his late 20s, is not a
stanger to Baltimore and its
problemns. He grew up there while
histather was pastor af the Gregory
Memorial Baptist Church.

Bullard has spent several months
warking with Gregory Memorial
since his return to Baltimore. He is
hedping this aty congregation
rtalize new avenues for ministry in
ichanging community. The chuech
slacated in one of Baltimore's most
fansibonal communities

Girls in Actian and Royal
Ambascadors played o key rale in
expasing new ministry ideas at
Gregory Memarial, sccording to
Bullard, Those izations for

Baptist Church.

Bam (n 184S, Seventh has had &
historical past. Annie Armatrong,
one of the organizam and fest

grade-school children feature
fun-type activities that help
thildren understand that the
Christlan messsge needs ta be
shared and how they can take part
in organized efforta to share it.

"“These twa groups started
bringing in significant numbera of
community ¢hildren — 80 ar 94
percent of them black,” he said.

Gregory Memgrie! also found
that Big A Clubs can effectively
reach neighborhood chiddren.
These clubs, alsa for grade-school
<hildren, help childeen with no
Bible backgraund understand Bible
stories and concepts. During an
eight-week program last summer,
the clubs were tesponsible for
guiding an average of 12 new
children a waek to the chutch
building.

GA and RA groups at the church
have at least doubled in size since
then.

But Gregory Memorial is anly one
of the several Balimore churches
thai have called on Bullard for help.

AnothesBaltimore church that
has launched out to reach a
changing community is Seventh

x

I3 of Gregory Memarla) Church play volleyball on the charch

Founds. Youth missions organizations are allve and well in this trare-

ional cummanity. HMB Phota

2 w, AT
1 Y

Union, was baptized in thia church
when she wan 13.

“To me, Seventh is the clessic
example of the central city church
which haa decided ta use the ‘cup of
cold water approach,’ * Bullard
said.

Amaong the innavative progrums
tried by Seventh is a project In
which the church has bought &
group of homes across the atreat
from its building. In these homes,
about 20 apariments are currently
being used by neighborhoad senior
citizens.

Pastor Rabert Dorr expleined that
the congregation became interested
in 3 ministry to senjor adults after
an eldetly church member died at
home and wasn’t found for several
days. The ministry is called the St.
Pau] Project because of its locetion
on 5t, Paul Street, one of
Baltmare’s mast important
thoroughtfares.

Besides the five houses, the
congregation owne 3 hause used a9
a retreat center by various groups
and summer missipnaries.

The church also sponsors
pragrams for farmer mental
hospital patients, a residential
community for single adults, 3
day-care center for children, a
student canter, a well-baby clini¢, s
Christmas toy store, and 3 breakfast
program in canjunction with a local
public school

These ministries are provided by
1 congzegation that used ta number
in excesa of 1400. But then the
community began to change. and
Seventh found itseli to be a
transitional church.

Its church roll today lists 350
names.

But Dorr continues to lead the
congregation in eatablishing new
ateas of ministry so the church can
remain a vital witness to its
comeunity.

Larey High is sssaciste editor of The
Maryland Baptist and tives in Jaltimore




My Comfort:
Their Want

Running water, electric lights,

And air conditioned homes,
Refrigeration, television,

And separate tedephones.
Two cars and a camper,

And a cottage at the shore,

Balanced meais provided,
By a restaurant or store,

Public Ubraries, medical centers,
And a school In every town.

Planes and trains and interstates,
To help me get around.

Just some of lifes “necessities,”
Or 30 | used to feel,

But to over a billion women,
rone of this Is real.

So Lord, help me to dally see,
The suffering everywhere,

Then help me to find a way,
To show | really care.

Help me to change my life,
And thereby alter theirs,

By sharing my resources,

And supporting them with prayers.

Beots Shaver,
Falls Church, Virginla

Hanging
in the Balance
Ruth Fowler

A boy shares ane small lunch,
five thousand are fed.

A rich young ruler refuses to glve,
and goes away sad.

A relationship to the Master
hangs In the balance.

One man uses five talents wisely,
recelves five more.

One man hides his only talent,
now It is gone,

A relationship to the Master
hangs in the balance,

The sheep sit on the king's right,
they saw and cared.
The goata are sent from his
presence,
they didnt even see.
A relationship to the Master
hangs in the balance.

It Costs -
a Lot
to Be Poor

“Familles with incomes of less tha
$3000 per year — the poorest sl
of the nation — spend over 20
percent of their iIncome on fudl e
thelr homes, plus almost 10 percmt
for gasaline, says noted aconomist
Lester Thurow of Massachusettes
Institute of Technology. In contrast,
familes with incomes above
$30.000 peryear ~— our richest bull
— pay only 2 percent of their income
for home heating and another 23
percent for gasoline. Poor peoplelil
It harder to get credit from bania esd
other lenders, and since they hime
less money, it takes them longe®
pay back loans, 30 the total Intesest
they pay Is greater. And poor peoght
can't save maoney by taldng
sdvantage of sales by stocking up®
bargains or buying In large quantites.
Being poot Is expensivel”
National Labor Sevies

v
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BAPTISTS AID REFUGEES crowding into Béirut from war-tofn southern Lebanofi. - After
‘surveying surrbpndd.pg apartment buildings, the Ras Belrit Baptist Church putchue’d s
blankets and food supplies to help meet’ emergency needs of ‘hiundreds of ‘Families.” ‘ﬂie ‘s
Baptist mission, organization of Southern Baptiet m:laaionaries has donated their te- ;
lief funds to continue supplying food for uproote‘d Lebanese.

SOUTHERN mré'rs TEACH IN ISRAELT ummsrrms where studehts afs From us1im,

Jewish, and Chtistian backgrounds. Rohért L. Lindsey, pastor of West Jerusalem Bap-
_tist Church, L 3mh, 8 "Jegus and First Century*Ju aism’ at Ben Gurion University, .
“Béersheba 1G4 Ry qgi,qﬁomtg oLk N R O ki

S R :cn!!h ]

“in ‘the Néz et Bt d- at nélogical 11!3& 4_

B1G A CLUR REACHES A MOTHER through her child’s shariag of the Bible teaching he re-
celved in the Big A Club of Spring H1l1l Baptist Chutch, DeKalb, Texas. "She 1s now
an enthusiastic worker in the club,” said pastor's wife Elsie Revell. Do yau have a
Big A Club success story? Write it down, in 100 words or less, and mail to Editor,
ROYAL SERVICE, 600 North 20th Street, Birmingham, Alabama 35203.

HMB LANGUAGE MISSIONARIES FACE BLRAK FINANCIAL FUTURE. Oscar Romo, language mia-
sions director, told misslons leaders recently that a dtudy has indicated that more
than 50 percent of language missionaries can apply for food stamps. He urged re-
examination of state compitments to language missions.

PRAYER FOR NATIONAL LEADERSHIP TRAINING 1s the July special prayer request of the
Poreign Mission Board. Remeaber eapecially the seminaries, theological education
by extenaion (TEE), and ley leadership €raining programs throughout the world.

—

!NCLOSED FIND A CHECK FOR $75 FOR WORLD RELIEF," said the let.t:er mailed to the
Baptist World Allfance office. "I attended the Notth American Baptist Women's
Umference in the Bahamas, and savéd this from my travel funde by skipping lunchas
ad doing almost no shopping. I hope it will bring relief to the paeedy." The BWA
officiala said the money has been added to theix Relief Fund, which feeds the
bungry, constructs. irrigation wells, assists refusm, and prmdes vocational
training for orphans around the world--all in Jesus' name.

I0YAL SERVICE » JULY 1078
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" AGENDA FOR BAPTIST WOMEN

OFFICERS COUNCIL MEETING
ecord plans on Baprist
Women/BYW Record, Reporl,
and Planning Forms®)

Use the auggested meditation in
officers council

Conduct conbinuous leader kraining

Plan for annual planning

Plen for officer manual study

Plan for Bapnst Women
homebound members

Check on detailed checklist for
spiritual development book
sludy

Discuss plans for use of individual
rending plan

Plan for uae al variation1p plans tor
study meetings

Plan tor use of basic mssions
information plan

Plan tor Round Table Book Club
promotion

Plan regular Baptisi Women
activities:

general meeling

mission ackon project
miRainN support ackvities
coordinate group plans

Evaluste Baptist Women work
according tn the Baptist Women
Achievement Guide

Promote Missions Night Cut

Provide training in direct
evangelism

OFFICER SPIRITUAL
DEVELOPMENT

Read the Seriphure verse
auggentfd in Call to Prayer. Pray for
ihe missionaries listed on the
prayer calendar. Include other
prayer requeats

“'Chriat in You?™ an page 34 of
ROYAL SERVICE relates to Chnshan

18

citizenship. Engage officers in 2
mini buzz session {no longer than
five minutes) and discuss this idea:
The writer of “Christ in You?” talks
this month about Christian
citizenship. She says that a
Christian should be a
second-mie’” ubserver of the Jaw,
whether it refers to the speed limit,
theft, adultery, or murder Whatdo
you think that means? (Refer to
Matt. 5:21-48.)

CONTINUOUS LEADER
TRAINING
To help officers develop
supervisary skills, discuss how to
counse] wilh groups'group leaders
that are having these prablems:
TISSioN action group ministers
ta chureh shukins
mission study group reads
navels and has book reviews at
study sessions
Tussion support group calls
members tp pray tar
missicnaries on prayer
calendar and never meets
Take no lenger than 15 minutes
for this discussion.

HELPS FOR PRESENT BAPTIST
WOMEN CFFICERS COUNCIL

1. Enlisting Officers

The tool for use in enlisting
officers is the Baphst WomenBYW
Officer Orientation Kit." Make use
ol these kits regardless of the
number of years a person has
served as an officer. These kits
should also be used for reenlisting
nfficers, in order to show an officer
where she has been weak in her
periormance (self-evaluahan), and
encourage sel! dedicatinn tn the

task. Baptat Women nominating
committee maken the first step in
enlisting officers, except for the
president who is enlisted by the
WMU leadership commitee. For
more details on using the
orientatian kits, see Forecaster in
the June 1978 ROYAL SERVICE,

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Plan to deliver a copy of the book
and'or cassette tape of The Setking
Worman | Am. Christian Meditation o
Today* ta your hemebound
members. The cassette tape canbe
used by persoms who prefer
listening to reading, or by those
persans who cannot read, Ihose
persons who are blind, or have pox
eyesight. Some persons may enjoy
having both the book and casseti

This is an excellent bouk an
meditation and should prove
meaningful to the homebound
woman.

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
BOOK STUDY
Detailed helps can be found in
June Farecaster. Use this checklis
as you conrinue lo plan for the
study of this third book in the
Woman | Am series:
__ Place choasen {retreat-type
setting)
Teacher enlisted
____Date on church calendat
___Prospects invited and
transportation pravided
Provisan joe Mbaek
__Homebound members
involvement

AR i A
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ROUND TABLE BOOK CLUB
AND INDIVIDUAL READING
PLAN

Planta ask women who belong ta
the Round Table Book Club to bring
ta the church some of the books
they have received through this
dub. These boaks could te on a
‘Joan” basis and placed an the
missions reading shelf in the church
media center (library}.

Publicize these boaks and
encourage Baptist Women
members to chaose from them
when making selections for the
Individual Reading Plan.

Plan ta recognize the woman
mading the most books, and alsg
the woman “lozning’* the most
books to the church.

Gl attention to ReadAlert, a
tegular feature in ROYAL SERVICE
Isce page 45), which gives missions
books reading suggestions.

VARIATIONS IN PLANS FOR
STUDY MEETINGS

Refer to page 11 of Baptist Women
Minual® which lists seven ateps in
Planning for leamning. 1f time
PEmits. discuss briefly thena seven
Py Have officera write different
wayathat will add variety tna study
Meeting.

Each month ROYAL SERVICE
"UBgests variations in study
>ogams. Determine the beat plan

Your group to follow.

1OYAL SERVICE « TULY 1478

BASIC MISSIONS
INFORMATION

Continue 10 call attention to tge
feature, Currents, on page 17 of this
issue. Suggest to members they use
this current information sheet as a
part of their daily devotions, and to
pray for missions needs lhey have
learned about.

BAPTIST WOMEN
ACHIEVEMENT GUIDE

There'sstill three months befarea
new church year begins. Check
Baptist Women Achievement
Guide ta see if your arganization
needs strengthening in any area.
(President should provide this
information to the incoming officers
for their use in annual planning.)
The Distinguished l.evel of
Achieverneri can still be attained
for wark done this year

MISSIONS NIGHT OUT
Southern Baptists will observe
World Hunger Day for the first time
this year on the first Wednesday in
August: August 2, 1978. Why not
involve your church families in a

World Hunger Dinner, with
proceeds going to hunger relief?
The Missions Night Out Resource
Bookler.," papes 8 through 10, gives
complete plans for a hunger dinner.
U will be an experience your church
will long remember!

31 of this issue,

The new WMU direct evangelism
leaflet, “You Will Be Witnesses for
Me'" is used extensively during the
last three sessions Plan to purchase
and distribute this leaflet to each
membee.

(Remember, this training period
does not replace the regular Baptist
Women meeting or regular study
sessions )

|
/
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CAOPERATIVE PROGRAM
Far missions information
Far learning where the

Check with your Baptist W
director (or WMU director if there is
no Raptisl Wamen director) about
planning this event.

DIRECT EVANGELISM
TRAINING

Plan to discuse the direct
evangelism raining arbicle on page

Coop Peogram are
channeled . . .

For justplain fun . . . the name of
the game is Coaperatian: The
Cooperative Pragram Game*

Try playing thia game at hame
with the family (perhaps after
yaur [July 4 picnic). [t's fun and
informative.
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HELPS FOR INCOMING BAPTIET WOMEN
OFFICERS COUNCIL
Annual Planning What is Awnual Planming?
One or more planning semsions in which the Baptist
Women Officers Councll makes broad plans for
the coming church year,
o huve Anmual Plamming?
%’Jv(m“m betore your church year begans
in Octaber).
Who Alénds Annual Plewning?
All Baptiat Women officers—both incoming {new)
officers, and those serving another year.
What is One of the WML Emphases for 1978-797
Baptist Women Year im the Church. Read article on
poge 41 for an i tion to thia hasi

helpe are essential to good amnual planning

3. Each officer should have her own specific
orentation kit* (f she does wot iresdy have ¥,
Heove all officers work thesagh sheet 2.

4 mmmwmmm

i Beptist Women Mowusl™ (pags 54-37)

Officer Manual Study BN
Provide each officer with her own copy ol the.
Bapiist Women Manual *
Tf incoming officers have not lhldiﬂl the manasl,
plan a atudy before I pl The idh
should direct this study. Use the L_wm

inihemanual Planio uetlulndummngup. :

1spe also. *
There are four oetﬂnp in wiich the Beptisi Wewm

What Helps Are Needed for Annval Planning?

1. WMU Year Book 1978-79" Baptist Women
Secton in year book gives directions on how to
proceed. Each officer needs her own copy

2. Baptiat Women Year in the Church Resource Kit*
{availsble trom Baptisi Book Store). Each
organization needs its own kit. These two

' I* can be
1. Individuslly
2. With other Baptist Women officers
3. With all Baptist Women members '
4 With women from other churches, in a training
meeting sponsored by your assaciation or staie
WMU.

Materials

Order from your Baptist Book Store * -digit bank #
(Number in lower left comer of card MUST be wwﬂd?

Name

| enclose

Charge—_Book Store Credit Card #——-
Visa #. Exp. Dale__-q.,
Master Charge #. Exp. Date

(If Master Charﬁ

Your Signature.

and Planning Forms
Baptist Women/BYW Officer
Orientation Kits
Mission Study Chairman
Mission Action Chairman
Mission Support Chairman
Mission Study Group Leader
Mission Action Group Leader
Mission Prayer Group Leader
Baptist Women Year in the Church

President
Resource Kit
Baptist Women Pin (10k gold;

insignia)
Baptist Women Pin (gold plated;

insignia)
Missions Night Out Resource

Baptist Women Audio Manual
Baptist Women/BYW Record, Report,

Baptist Women Manual

Messages from God
Meditations for Today
Through the Christian Past
Special Offer (see coupon p. 32)
Qrder Form for WMU Materials
less than $2.00, add 50¢
$2.01 to $5.00, add 75¢
over $5.00, add $1.00

The Seeking Woman | Am: Christian

Booklet
WMU Year Book 1978-79

The Woman | Am: Looking Forward
and handling as follows:

On cash orders, figure delivery

“You Will Be Witnesses for Me"’

The Listening Woman | Am:
Soul-winning Bible Reference

FAMILY FUN PAGE
IT'S A MYSTERY MEAL!

JOANNE JACKSON LISK

Whal's cooking? This month’» F-mlly Pun Page

7 you to an Oriental meat with your
fomily {or "adupu-d’ family). I you are s grand-
mother, you and yoar grandchildren might prepare
the meal 35 2 surprise for the resi of the family. Or
parheps Mom #nd the girls would Mke to trest the

men in the lamily to a trip 10 the Onient via mealtime.
It might be fun to ssk a GA, Acteen, or RA lesder if
yaour family could plan an Oriental mea) for the
group. What a super surprise for & missions leader
and group during 2 busy summer!

Arrange for the group to be seated for the meal
d a table near floor bevel. A low coffee table

dnaent art of paper folding. Many hobby shaps
Packages of colorful paper for making arigami
$tations Also in hobby shops, dime states, or
dehops yay may find 1) colorful paper

WAL SERVICE & [ULY 1070

las and other ilems with an Oriental flare which will
help you bring the Eaat to 1he Weat.

To add to the fun you might make up ““fortunes”
and place 1hem inside the umbrellas which you place
unepened at each plate. On the ather side af the
paper yout might write a prayer request regarding
missions work in the Oriend. You may be able to buy
fortune coakies from a Chinese resiaurant or food
specialty shap. Search current issues of The Commis-
sinn for informahon and prayer requests fram the
Orient.

Let ROVAL SERVICE know if you enjoy family shar-
ing in thia way and if you think af other unusual ways
to have family fun with 3 misaiona meal.
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Missianaries are listed on their
birihdays. An aslenak (%) indirates.
fagi ieson (urlough Add

of missionaries are hated i Migsion-
ary Directory, free from Fareign Mis-
sion Bnard Literature, P. O Box
6597, Richmond, VA 23130, or in
Home Misseon Board Persornel Direc-
tory, free frum Home Mission Board
Literature Service, 1350 Spring Su.,
NW. Atlanta, GA 30309

KEY

adm. — d

ton
Natl. Bapt. — Nanonal Baptists
paatoridir. — pastor-direcior

P

el S — Prog L4
ban
rel. ed. — religious edocation
l{urhan dis, — Durban mis-
sions direrior
soclal einistry dir. — Christian
social munistries, director

22

studenta — studeni work

weehday dir. — weekday minustry
director

womsen — women's work

agsoc. vep. — associational repre-
sentahve

bua. admn. - business administra-
ton

charch ext. — church exlension

educ. — edocation

EnPlinb Enghsh language work

field rep, - field representlative

gen. adm. — general adminisiration

Interfailh — ivierfaith wimess

intla. — intemanpnals

menboye — men and boys’ work

metre metropolilan missions

wetro dir. — metropolitan missions
direcior

1 Ssturday Lev. 19:18

Mn. A. V. Alvarado, retired, Ariz
Mrn. Danny Coker, metradis , Calif.
Deris Diaz, Spenish, Ala

John P. [nsnan, Spanish, Tex

Mre. Aron L. Junes, Nsu. Egni.
Miss. N

Gragg Richards, US-2, I,

]-o'::. Weo, Korean, Colid.

John Anthony, hing, larael

Warbars Evama r:lﬁ (ﬁn 1. X,
home/church, Equatorial Brazil

Chery) Keall Con (Mm. ).
h«rz\lkhumvary Coant 'S

Clifford Dane, rel pduc., Nomd
Brazil

Mary Lester Joergens (Mny. |. B),
homeichurch, Hong, Kang

Thomae Kirkpatrick, preaching,
Bangiadesh

Earl Parker, retired, ChinaKorea

Dsans Dunkin Reese tMn. C, D),
homeichurch, Ecusdor

W. C. Ruchd, English, ltaly

2 Smaday Luke &:12-16

Mrs. Walter Aguwor, ruraliurban,
Md.

Mrs. Ruben ). Canas, Spanivh,

Margarel Cotton Fex tMre C. L),
home/church, Philippines
Dacelhy Thomemon Hkkey (Ma.
G. E.), sk, North Brazi
Alton Hood, medical, Theiland
Waype Maddon, rel. od., Okinaws
reggy Bumon Rorabaugh (Mn. D
E.}, homeichurch, Tanzania
Gilbert Roas, preaching, Mexico
Prnest Slbley, preaching, Malawi
Guinevere Jenkine Young (Mm. J.
E.}, homeichurch, Bangladesh

3 Monday Acts 10:23-33

T. B. Brewn, Natl. Bapi., Miss.

Mre. Hollia V. Bryast, metro dir.,
Alaska

Merris H. EllioH, aocial ounlairy,
Fla.

Laurin H. Gardnar, metro dis., Pa

Ronald L. Reger, social mindatry,

Md.
Virginla Adian, educ , Kenya
Vestal Blakely, educ., Tanzania
Eugene Covingtan, medical, Ghane
D Dodeen, students, brael
Virgle Alford Henry (Mrs. L. W),
homeichurch, Spain
Marina Menzies, women, Hoodis
Roastyn Resvls Sianley (Mr. ). LL
home/church, Philippines
Jame Nickey Somrall (Mm. T. DL
homeighurch, Sauth Brazil
Robert Worley, preaching, Span

4 Tueaday 2 Cheon, 7:12-22

M. Rafael Aurispa, retired, Tou

Mre. Jahn W, Dowdy, Jr.. tod¥
minlatry, Mo

-

Rots Lee Framka, social ministry,
Fla.

Caadido Genealea, Jr., Spaniah,
Tex.

Mn. A. Hilton Lane, chwrch exi |
Ark

Ma. Dedberi L. Penrod, aveteo dir,,

o
M. Dumald J. Rellion, Eskimo,

Alaska
Mn. Ellioit Senith, ruraljurban dir.,

Calid.

Mary Alice Ditswerth, publicston,
Indonesia

Alvin Gary, preaching, Guadeloupe

Phylla Garmer Hardie (Mm. C. C.),
homelchurch, Taiwan

Daredl Mock, mwsic, Japan

Sara Low Dobo Patiermen iMrms. 1.
N.), retised, Nigeria

Marie Coats Roberson (Mrs. M. C ),
retired, Nigeria

Darfeen Wilsgon Schaidt (M. S,
F.5. hamelchurch, Singapore

MUmlene Sealon Treat (Mry. C. D.),
homeichurch, Uruguay

Elizabeib Cox West (M. M. R.),
homeschurch, Chile

5Wednesday 2 Kinga 39:15-20, 35
dir..S.

William Womack, preaching, Bar-
bados

7 Friday Acts 4:23.31

John B. Cromner, social ministry,
Kans.

Paul G. Davis, metro dic.. Kana.

A.wailwn Parker, ruraltutban dir.,

Bars Rock, Stavic, Fa

Joae Rosales, Sparish, Tex

Armande Silverbs, retired, Fla,

M. James Williama, ruraliurban,
Kang.

Victor Coleman, buk. adm., Ven-
ezuela

Stanley Crabb, radio'TV, ltaly

Martha Leeb Hampgher iMvws. H.
F.), educ., Poctugsl

Gary Harthrock,
Antigua

A. E. Huyes, retired, Brazil

Erma Hawkins Highilll {Mn. D.
B.l, home/church, Sauth Brazd

Rebecca Johneon Manferd {Mra.
Elion), homeichurch, Chile

Marths Mae Ladd Murphey {Mry.
Milton), music, larael

agricullure,

8 Saturday Lamke 1:5-1
Fawating A darks S

Henry M. Chilee, rural
Dak

Mn. Don Laing, metro dir , Wash.
Mn Thamans E. 1.ee, retired, Als.
F N. Marshbumn, retired, Tex.
Rhouda Fultom, publication, Ghana
Batbars Clark Lalng (Mm. D. K.).
hometrhurch, Soudh Brazil
Aore Laaeter, retired, Chile
lery McAtee, maintenance, Jordan
Poul Porter, retired, Brazil
Iun:hnl Thompeon {(Mn, C. L)),
4 P R
b P

¥ t]

i‘lﬂlﬂe
Bllie Haynie Wilson (M. E. C.),
homeichurch, South Brazil

6“ﬂ|lld'r Jedg. 6:36-40

Danald E. Walla. ruralturban dir ,*
Wia

Alice Contreras Anaya (M. ). A.),
_homefchurch, Spain

Swile Givems, women, South Brazll

Blanehe Guaves, retired, China/
Ilswaii"Hnng Kam

Margaret Ownen Hafe (M. R, D).
tdur., South Brazil

Cevrge Hardemian, preaching,
Gustemala

Rokert Henaley, preaching, South

frazil
Chandler Lanser, publicaban, Israel

frank Paiterwan, retired, Mexirol
lenag

]D:;nla born, publication, Hong

s
”'_n~ Rabevsom, publication,
Philippines
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panish, Tex.

M. Edwin | Armitage, sovial min-
stry, Ohwa

James S. Barden. evangeliasm, Md

Swean Blesaman, US-2, Ga.

C. Marahall Dutham, Spanish, Tex

Radford Hutcheaonm, ryraliurban
dir.,, N.Mex

Job Maldomada, Spanish, Colo

Mrs. Davill-Mumor, Spanish, Tex.

Cayle Prettyman, US-2, Ariz

Jamen A. Reld, church exl., Nev.

. B. Smith, ruralturban dir., Mich.

Anne Dwyer, medical, Yemen

Ray Fleet, rel. ed., North Brazil

Mary Lynn Baker Fryer (Mm. R. 8.),
homelchurch, Indnnesis

Kenneth Glenn. educ , Iran

Mary Nell Swape McCay iMn. G
W.)," homeichurch, Korea

Harrlean Pike. preaching, South
Africa

Maxine Willlame Robineam (Mra.
G. E.). bomeichurch, Nigeaa

Don McMina, educstion, Korea

Jame Everstt Musgrave (Mm. ). B.),
rel. ed., South Brazil

Thomas Mobuck, preaching, South
Brazi

Swe Thompeon, students, Nigerla

10 Morday Iss. 38:3-17

Manuel Alonso, Spenish, Fis

Jullo Anguizne, Spsrish, Ten.

Willisem Bamer, ruralfusban dir.,
Ohio

Ranee)) ¥. Kauffoaan, sacial minés-
iry, Fla.

Janac Perez, retired, Tex.

Mes. pose 5. Ramirex, nash, Tex.

David L. Scslth, Jr.. mainistry.
Va.t

Mm. Darrell Tapley, church ext.,

Mex

N. .
Fabian H. Walters, retired, N.Y.
Richard Forvester, preaching, Ven-
uvels

2z
Ray Friemen, English, Ghana
Allen Hill, students, Philippines
Thomas Law, preaching, Spain
Elicoy Magty Penmall (Mn. W. A},
hometchusch, Indonesis
Grace Elliott Rankin iMrs. M. W.),
retired, ClinaMalay/Hawaii
Melba Gawlin Schochler (Mm. L.
€.}, homefchurch, North Brazi
Jack Young, preaching, South Brazit

11 Teeeday Hon. 13:14

Joseph A. Petermon, church, ext.,
Calo.

Rabert C. Tale, social ministry dir,
Miss,

Orelba Sltzes Brewater (Mmw. P. |},
hometchurch, Philippinen

Rebekah Haltom Couts (Mrs. 8.
M.). homeichurch, Benin

Breada Fard Denks (M. D. W.),
homelchurch, Tanzania

Charlatte Marr Ford (Mm. |. W),
medical, Gaza

Raymond Reynelde, English. Bel-

glum
Charley Weathrook, preaching,
Argentina
Jobm Wright, educ., Ghana
Jo Yatea, medical, Paraguay

12w day Peaim 183:13-16

Michse) Searcy, cadioTV, Bah
Gastand Threlkeld, educ , Ethiapia

9 Sundsy Gen. 5:21-17

Alvin C. Dawmiela, Nal. Bapt , La

Mre. M. A. Lopez, yvetieed, N. Mex

Emnoch Ortege, Spanibh, Ariz

Wayae Deckerl, preaching, Japan

Rulh Widick Dyson (Mrs. A. H.),
rel ed., Nigeria

Billy Fallaw, preaching. Narih
Brazil

GCayle Burton Hayea (Mrs. 7. K.},
homelchurch, [.ebanon

Mrs. Merwyn Boeders, church ext
dir., Vi

Mrs. Waywe A. Eurich, metro dir ,
Calif.

Joe Hawn, deaf, N Mex.

Mn. Claude N. Ray, metio dis.,
Mich.

Ruth Helland Camwell (M. 5.G.).
homeichurch, Equatoral Brazil

Marbe Canmer, women, Taiwan

Mary Low Kaight Levrets (M. P.
L.}, homeichurch, Nigeria

Carele Kaemper Pstternan (Mn, F.
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George W. Hardeman 111
Apartado 22
Quezaltenango, Cuatenala
July &

Missionary life might perhaps be
described a5 an ordinary lJife an
dinary setting or | cir-

cumstences.
For George W. Hardeman [, a
Southern Baplist missionary in

it

Guatemals, the adventures sre bel-
anced by the ordinary everydaj en-
counters

For inatance, meetings. "They are
wp certain as desth and taxes,” naid
George. “"But they aren’t all work.
Meetings becoene & means of minis-
tering to our personal aeeds.”

But in extrsordineey circum-
stances, like leaming ibe exotic lan-
guage ol the Quiche Indiane,
Hardeoun has a steadfest answee tor
help: “Mom {han ever before we
reatize the power of prayer to wc-
complish things which we could
never do in cur own ability. We
appreciate the assurance of con-
tnued prayer suppatt.”

Gaorge i & nabive of Greenville,
$.C. He waid it was in Greenville that
he firs1 "“felt the inner tugging of a
call to preach.” He preached his first
sermon at age 16, and his eall ino
migginng way gradual.

As | ook back. | con see how God
way slowly preparing me for Lhe big
step into loreign missions.” he said.

Before his i

1o New Mexnka and later to Sops
Carcling with the Southern Baptis:
Home Mission Board

He i married to Heden Lynn Dy,
ton of Cornelia, 'Ga., and the
artended Southwestesn dapiis
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth,
Tex During one summer there they
weTe missionaries on an Indian ee.
servation in New Mexico.

“This experience apaured ui thyt
God was calling us inta *his type of
{missions) work.” he said

Since gredustion from South-
western in 1971, Hardeman hay
passed numerous enilestones: mis.
slonary appointment in july 1971;
the birth of dsughter Lynna Faye,
arrival in Coata Rica for langusg
atudy, and srrival on the field in
Gualemala, al? in 1972; the birth of
aon Natharael George in 1974; wnd
the continuing ordinary and extm.
ordinary events of datly minmtry asa
beld evangelist in Quezalienango,
Guaemala

Jennifer Hall

PP
ment, he waa 2 summer missionary

Richmond, Va.

E.), homechurch, Ecuador
Dean Richardpon, rel. ed., Chara
]o{« Hawk Swedenburg (Mes. |.
.}, homelchurch, Taiwan
Glen Thompeon. educ., Philtppines

13 Thoreday jer. 18:36
Bobby M. Cox, social unistry. Tex.
Cormnel Pasco, Romanian, N Y
Eugenio Valeaswels, Spanish, Tex
ars Kelm Bradiord (Mn. D.
G.). homeichureh, Xores
Williase Gaddis, preaching, In-
donesia
Major McDanield, music, Korea
Howard Olive, radio/TV, Philip-
ned
Raby Hayden Parker, home/chasch,

Chile
Donald Pizkle, medical, Gaza

14 Friday Pealm B:1-9
A. V. Alvarado, retited, Asiz.
Mza. Alms Bernes, Nat! Bapt.,
Mims, ,
ngy W. Crowe, socia) minisiry,
..
Mre. Cory Hardan, ruraliurban,

Mre. Borla Makarov, Estonien,
Calif.,

Joe S, Martinez. Spunish, Asiz

E. V. Rodrigues, retired, Tea.

John Deat, rel ed.. Malaysia

3

Nettie Oldham Gammage {Mry. A.
W.), homeichurch, Phippines
Michael Ganzales. preaching. Spain

Donald Kirkiand, pilot, Ethiopis
Edward Nicholas, preaching, Gaza
Eugene Dody, educ.. Liberia

15 Saturday 2 Cor. $:1-9
Enriqus Alvarada, Spenich, Tex.
Ernest Atkinson. Spanish. Tea
Circ E. Gareis, St., Spwrush. Tes
Jesus Leal Hernandez, retired. Tex
Muw. ). Floyd Shockey, Spanish, 1.
Mrv. Jack Washington, social minis-
dir , Als.
Danny Broskis. preaching, Costa
Rica

Mizon Cowari, rel. ed., Kenya

Frances Gresnway, medical, Ghana

Jobn HB). educ., Nigeria

David McCormick, educ., Hong
Kong

Florence Fielder McKinney (Mry, L.
G.)." homeichurch, Hong Kong

Evelyn Owen, rel. ed., Japan

Thelms Willlams, retired, China/
TuwanPhilippinesiHong Kang

16 Sunday Loa. 40:25.3)

M. Willlam ). Barkdey. )r.. rurall
arban dir., Md

Fleet Betle, Baptist center diz., Als.

Mn. Nathaniel Brockman, Baphisi
center dir.. $.C

Mm. C. R. Siprlan, Spanish, Tes.

Mm. James Earl Stallings, socil
ministry corsvitant, Ariz

Mn. Willlem E. Tritten, churche .
Nebr

Dennis Blackmon, preaching.
South Brazd

Donna Mae Babby, rel. ed.. Chie

Roberta Crissey. rel. ed., Equatons
Brazi) N

Darryle Danks, preaching, Tanzum

]m Brown Hgmy IME;. D. W)
homefchurch, Indonewa

Mary Low Barringe:s McGudkh
{Mn. J. N.). homeichurch, Argen:

Hna
Judith Morehead Mlam (Mn. kK
B.), homeichurch, Indonesia
Reva Morr MUby (Mn. F. E)
homeichurch, Rhodesis
Waller Moore, medical, Ghana |
Bonnle Jean Ray, tetred, Chad
Hawaii

Susan Blessman

Apl. 0-13

1150 Rankln St.

Stane Mountain, GA 30081
Juiy 8

Pioneers are a special breed. They
mave inta areas where others have
never ventuted, Often they wark
hard far small, undramatic changes.
Yer they connue. believing thet
wmeday others will see results

Susan Blesanion is a pioneer. She
and her husband Gary sre US-2
issicnaties involved in a relativel
new approach — apartment mdnis-

tries.

Seversl years ego a survey of
apattmant dwellers in lazge com-
plexes revealed that only $ percent
attend church regulatly. Since then
Southern Baptists have sought ways
10 reach these people for Chriat.

But p ion of the compl

Bleaspnuna opened their apartment
eoch week, but no one ever oame.
But » big succeas has been the Big
A Club Susan started foe children
living in the complex.
purpase of Big A Clubs Is to
reach childran in grades 1 thraugh §
wha do not attend Sunday School.
“They lave it,"" Suian seys.
“They ve just supposed tobe here for
an hour, but ihey stay two ar theee

P

has not been eany. Residents wark,
then come home, but most do not
become involved wath theie com-
munities. “They live in their own
world,” Susan says.

As ateistant residen! managers.
Susan and Gary get to know resi-
dents “'We meet them before they
move in.“ Susan explains. “We wsit
newcomers, collect rent, plan so-
culs, and write newsletters

“We've tfied 10 start home Bible
studies for adults, but we've had
mgre failores than successes

After conducting eeveral surveys,
she and Gary faund several young
couples wha said they were inter-
estad 1n weekly Bible study. The

king on projects or Just talking.

"A 10-year-old gitl waukdn’t talk
loanyane when she first camme to Big
A, but she's really opened up She
cames by to visil and wanty me to
leach her pana.”

The Blesaman's two-year US-2
atint ends in August. Pray for them
as Gary enters seounary this fall and
#s they continue to srek God's will.

Pray (ot the Blessmans and athers
wha work in apartment ministries
that God will lead Ihem in eeaching
1esidents in lugh-rise apartments.

“Pray for the children” Susan
says. “We may be the only confact
they ever have with Jesus Christ.”
Beth Seyers Wildes
Birmingham, Ala

|sha L. Brackin, preaching, Philip-
ines

Kathieen Blanat Beaughian (M.
C. T.1, homeichurch, Philippines

Zelms Curnnit Halbock tMes. E. F.1.
publicaion, South Brazil

Virginia Neihery Harper iMes. Q.
H.). homeichurch, Indonesia

Doy Jones, English. Ecuador

Eugene Meacham, preaching.
Malawi

Kenneth Nichalson, educ . Libdnia

Birabelh Routh Pool (Mys. |. €3,
retired, Nigeda/Liberia

Glenda Nix While (Mes. ). B.1,
homeichurch, Korea

18 Tueuday 1 Cor. 1:26-01
Sinfarasa Batrera, reticed, Calif
Lee Thamas Biles, ovetrodir., Conn.
PBarbara Clemeni Bush (Mn. H. T),
) honl\_m'rhunh, Indonesia

Mary Lon Teegarden Wi oln
). L.). homeichurch, Korta

17 Monday Zech. &1-7

Glenn T. Harade. social punistry.
Hawaii

O. Ray Harrla, matro dir., Wash.

Mrs. Riebard Johnson, socia) mind
by, Va. )

Nelsan E. Roasell, metro dir. O

M. Rober! A. Wally, ruraliurer.
Nev.

q Eubank. medical, Nigena
Nelds Plank Gann (Ma. M. D.),
home/church, Tanzania
Peggy Chamberlin Grosaman (M.
P H.), homefchurch, Senegal
Dale Hooper, radioTV, Kenya
Gearge Jacques. educ.. Taiwan
Mary La n, educ., Nigeria
Margaret Danton Motfett tMw. E.
S.1, home/charch, jopan
Stanley Staaps, publication,
Nicaragua

EOYAL SERVICE o JULY 1920

Carrle McLean Valerius {Mm. E.
C.1. hameichurch, South Brazll

19 Wednaday Judg. 14:1-7

Elias Asei, Amabic, Calif.

Curtis L. Boland, Spanish, Calif.

Matian Hayes, church ext. R ¢

Mry, Nual Peylon, deaf, N.C

Robert Smith, retired, Tex.

Mra. Lefan Villamy, Samoan,
American Samod

Patricls Stavely Davis (M. L. E)"
homechurch, Nigeria )

Murray Edwards, preaching.
Mexico i

Diana Hall, educ., Colombia

Willism Hickman, bus. adm..
Plu{:ay )

Roget Lewis, bus. adm . Calombis

Margarel Lotz Lindsey (Mm. R. L),
home/church, larel

Nita McCullough, educ., Nigeria

Frances Raberta, evangelism,
Argentina

lindg:lnyd Rupp (Mn. D. H.),
homeichurch, Colombia )

Jerry Smyth, educ., North Brezil

Feaderick Spann. music, North

Brazil )
Vernal West, presching, Kenys

20 Thureday Heb. 11:32-00
Arturo Casco, Spanish, Fex.

tvan M. DeSousa, Spanish. Ala.

Mn. H. Fay Hughes, sodal ministry
dir., 0

Max Malone, Indian, Okla

Gregory Lee Whiletree, scxial minis:
try, lows

Charles Bucknet, preaching, In-
donesia

Deral Docking, preaching, Ecuador

Ethel Harmon, retired, Nigeria

David Heltan, students, ico

Kaaren Hamenock Hitt (Mo, W. L.
homaichurch, Thailand

Sara Young Matling (M. C. DI
homeichurch, East Asia

Juthee Sherfield Philpot (M. |.
M.|, hamechurch, Mexico

Ronald Pirtle, medical, Yemen

Aubum Spancer Ramoser (M. 8.
A ), homechurch, Argentina

Carl Ryther, agriculture, Bang-

ladu;h
Errol Simmons, music. Spain
Roy Snell, preaching, lndonesia

21 Fridsy FProv. 20:%4-30

Pool L. Bard, retired. N.C.

Mrs. ). Pat Brock, pastoridir., Pa.

Pauline Cammack, retired. Colo.

Mre. |. O. Ceabb, Spanish, Tex.

M. Willle B, Gardner, retired, Tex.

M. Gragory Gomez. Spaniah,
Puerto Rica

Joseph K. Maddox. saaal miniatry

1]
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Margarel Dinton Moffets
3-50 6-Chome Onawa
Mitaka-Shi

Tokyo 181 Japan

July 18

A change of scenery almaost always
revives a weary mind and body Soit
was lor Margarel Moffeti who pen-
ned these words 1o anwous friends
hack honee alter her first few days in

Japan as a Southern Bapiis| mission-
ary suffering from jel-leg.

’One of Lhe mostinteresting expe-
riences ngeipin {Inreigner) can have is
to walk in the middle of » very
crowded area of shaps and buildings
and come upon a small garden or
park, completely quiet and serene in
the turmoi! of a great city.

"There are 30 many things to talk
about. . experiences that stand oul
tike:

“—taking off your shoes when
you go intg church;

““—being sble 10 spor all the
foreigners in a crowd because Iheir
heads stick up above everyone else's:

“—opening the upstaies wind
belore breakfast and seeing snow-
capped Mt. Fuji miles (o the west,

“—joggng at night by the river
and smelling late-night cooking,

“— going lo different shops 1o buy
vegelables, meat, and rice;

“'—seeing a popular American
fried chicken franchise down the
street from 3 Shinto shrine.”

Appainted by the Foreign Mission
Baard in October 1976, Margarel and
Sherwood Maffelt eslablished their

—_——
Tokyo home a yewr ago. They wen
good-naturedly chided sbout thei
strange combination of Tenﬂ’lapm
cultures. With tongue-in-cheek, one
friend wrote: ““Your Essl Texay
background prepared you socially
for coamopolitan Tokyo!™

Margeret Moffett was bom in
Waco, lived tora few years in Lufkin,
and later moved to East 'Texae where
she progressed through schools in
Tyler.

“'l was very active in churh mi,
sions organizations, choir, ang
youth activities 5 | grew up.” she
said

“Ata youthcamp when | was 16,1
felt God’s call. In particular, [ fslt o
call to foreign missions,”

As these yearling missionaries
embark on their life commitment,
they encourage prayer forall South.
em Baptis! missionacies to Japan.
“Many write to say we are in their
prayers,” Margaret said, "and we
can truthfully say we have fell their
support each day.”

Jennifer Hat]
Richmand, Va.

dir, Fla.

). G. Wamen, retred, Miss

Orville Jenkina, radio’ TV, Kenys

Violel Rpgers Oer (Mra. D. L)),
music, Colombsa

Ciwendolyn Downes Reece (Mm. 2.
D.}), darm parent, Nigena

Catherine Bnane Schellenberg
(Mrs. Danjel), home!'church.
Kenya

John Shepard, educ., Jspan

Ellzabeth Flanders Smith (Mm. |.
W.). homeichureh, lsrael

Ruby Willamaon Williams (Mns_ R.
D), hometchurch, Niger Repubkic

22 Saturday Jaa, 41:4-13
George W. Bullard, Jr.. merro dir.,

Y
Mra. Robert L. Foaler. studenrs,
Mont.
Vanre Kirkpatrick, educ , Kenya
E. V. May, bus. adm ., Caribbean
Rene Boschetti Mitchell (Mm. H.
E.). homeirhurch, Tanzania
Mary Jo Randall. sel. ed., Japan
Marie Dobba Taylor IMm. |, H.),
homelchurch, Kenya
Marvella Bplon Thompaon (M. ).
G.). home/church, Philippines

23 Sunday J Cor. 11:29-29
Mm. H. Paul Smith, ruraliurhan,
Calif.

Jan Haollowell Collina iMr1. C. A.),
home/church, Guatemala

Charles Culpeppez, Jr.. educ .
Taiwan

Alice Price Gavenla (M. W. C.),
homeichurch, Nigeria

Suranne Knapp Groce (Mrs.
V.L.).*bomechurch, Ethiopia

Joyce Flaod Lemaster iMm. R. F),
hameichurch, Benin

Camille Bishap Stmmons (Mm. ).
M.}, homelchurch, Qlunawa

Alvin Spencer, English, Okinawa

Debarah Simmons Wilkiapw (M.
M. E.), homeichurch, Honduras

24 Monday Heb 10:12-39

Mra. Peter Gardiejew, retired.
Conn.

Willard Martin, metso dir., Mich.

1. Clitford Mathews. meiro dis |
N.¥Y

Jesus Ricw, retired, Calif

Timothy Terry, intls., ).

Jamea Annde, preaching. Ghana

Jamea Chandler, rduc., Xorea

Clasence Griffin, preaching, 1n-
donesia

Ronald Hil), bus adm | Libena

Richard Holder, medical, Paraguay

Thomas Nabar, bus. adm . 13rap)

Tomn Sumrall, Enghsh, South Brasil

Hateld Whaeler. maintenance,
North Brazil

25 Tueaday Rom. 12:9-13

Mm. Willlam H. Foster, language
missions, La.

Mra. James P. Hildabrand, runl
urban dir., Cregon

Roas L. Hughes, retired, Ohio

Richard Lambom, ruraliurban dir.,
lows

Mrs. Dwain Laramare, metro dir,
Mich

1. R. Stogadill, indian, OKla.

Roberl Wiley, ruraliurban, Ind.

Bruce Qlark, rel ed., lran

Leana Cooper, medical, Yeman

Dolares Whitman Edwards iMr. R.
L.). medical, Colombia

Flaryne ler, retired. Japan
ChinaHawaii

Donald Spiegel, preaching, Equato-
rial Brazil

Enid Pale Whirley (Mn. C. F),
educ., Nigeria

26 Wednesday 1 Peter 5:1-7

Jose B. Garcia, Spanish, Tex

Jahn Samb, gocial cumstry, Pa.

Albeel Baghy, tetired, Brazil

Clayton Band, preaching, Tngo

Peggy Love Comptan {Mm. E. D),
homeichurch, Casta Rica

Edgar Hallock, rel. ed., South Brai

Berdie Moose Hope (M. B. ElL
homeichurch, Sauth Brazil

£ugene Branch
Box 186

Dulee, NM 87528
Jaly 28

"We love the people.” A simple
stalemenl, yet 3l sums up the way
Eugene and Garnel Branch feel
sbaut their 27 years as missionaties.

As they wark among the 2,300 to
2,600 Jicarilla Apaches in Dulce,

SRR

N M., theyteytoature Christy love.
We average between 25 and 4§ in
Sunday services,” Branch says.

“Im no authasity,” Branch aays,
“’but some of the reavons young
people carwider suicide aeem to be

the past maonths we've exp da
revival. Ten decitions have been
mude — three of Ihese have been
men.”

Decisions aze eapecially signifi-
cant when one realizes that thote
who publicly eccept Christ quy be
ridiculed by families or friends.

“No one Ukea rejection,” Branch
explaing. “After becoming Chris-
Gans Ihey may be told. You are no
lnnger a good Apache ' This puts
them under 2 kot of pressure

Because of pressures, some new
Christiana may stop attending
church services. Olhers may avoid
talong ret ponsibilitiea which would
publicly identify them as church
membera

Branch’s miniskry extends beyond
his congrepation The tribal counsel
asked him to be & apecul counselor
to those considering suicide. A real
concern is the number of young
people seeking this counssling.

boredoen, vejection by peers, and
wxcegvive and extremw anger. Many
seem to lack deep and meaningful
purpose in their lives.”

Branch nates that interest in trad|-
tons af the Jicarilla Apaches hae
been renewed recently. With it has
come a revival of the native tribal
religion. Many Apaches have re-
turned to it

“Even though they heve em-
praced the native religion, many still
find they have spiritual vacuuma in
their Livea,” he says.

Pray for Eugene and Garnel
Branch as they witneas to Jicarilla
Apaches.

Pray that Christiana an the reeer-
vation will be faithtul in their com-
mitment ta Chrisi.

“Pray that they will put Christ
first,' Branch says.

Reth Sayem Wildes
Birmingham, Ala.

Featl Johnman, retired, Chinal
Taiwan

James Kirkendall, field rep., Iran
IndiwBangledesh

Elizabeth Oatey, duc., South Brazil

joan Johwaon Sutton (Mm. ). B)),
music, South Brazil

Michae! Wilyon, bun. sdm., Taiwan

27 Tnursday 2 Peter 1:1-9

Mary Etherldge, Chinese, Ariz

Fanisleon Molina, retired, Tex

Linds Waod Ables {(Mm. R. E.).*
hameichurch, Ecuador

William Besry, retired. Brazil

Ralph Bethea, medical, Kenya

Marilyn Richards Bannell (Mrs. D.
A.), homeichurch, Benin

Slephen Davenport, preaching,
Argentina

Eve Sanderfer Ennls (M. R. E.),
homeichurch, Tanzania

James Gayle, preaching, Indanesia

Jedeon Lennen, preaching, Thai-
tand

Beryle Lovelace, music, Japan

Mary Jo McMuarray, publication,
Spanish Publishing House

Gerald Pinkutan, English, Indonesia

Kathryn Mallory Richardson (M.
W. 1.).,* homeicharch, Sauth
Brazy

Dine Woodcock, rel. ed., Macaa

Fi.| Friday Mual. 3:7-12 '
Eugene C. Branch, Indian, N.Me
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Fermando Garria, retired, Tea

James M. Raamer, Jr., pastoridir ,
Calif.

Fayiz Suknini, Arabic, Ga.

Sarah Kolb Blvine (Mra. R. L)),
homeichurch, Iaruel

Marie Golion Cheyne (Mm. J. R.),
homelchurch, Eastetn Africa

William Forbes, educ., Kenya

Ruth Miiter Haltom (Mm. W. E.),
retired, Hawaii/Bahamas

Polly Wood Lineberger (M. M. T'1,
hameichuech, Argenting

Carlion Whirley, #duc., Nigeria

Sarah Wilsos, sacial work, Asgen-

Ena

29 Satweday 1 Peter 3:0-11

David Bennet, evangelism, Ga.

Floyd A. Collina, metra dir., Mich.

M. Glenn Fleld, rurliurban dir.,
Mont.

Mry. Kenneth Pricket, speaal mis-
sions miniatry, Ma.

Clyde Datean, retired, Rhodesia

Jerry Key, edoc., South Beazil

Beverly Geisendaroll Kingaley
M G. E.), homeichurch,
Malswi i

James Short, preaching. Mexico

Jerry Splees, bua. adm , Malawt

30 Sunday Ram. 12:1¢4-20
Mru. Jaha E. Pox, soclal miniatey,
Ky.

Mrs. Omer E. Hyde, ruraliuchan
dir., Oregon

Mary Lewia, US-2, N.Y

Me. Ethel Wilsan, Nad. Bapt,, 5 C.

Martha Smith Alln (Mn. Cardell],
hame/chusch, Tanzarua

Charlene McNamara jacques (M.
G. C.), homelchurch, Talwan

Sue Francis Lindwall (Mer. H. N.),
hameichusch, Guatemaln

Margle Lockey Lynch {Mm. B, L)),

hamefchurch, Taiwan

31 Manday 1 Cor. 6:15-20

Antanla C. Caatilla, Spanish, Tex.

Mrt. Minnell Geaves, retired, Ariz.

David A. Myers, social suniatry dir.,
Minn.

M. Wayne Randalph, metro dir,
Colo.

Crystal Annatrang Enat M. W.
W.), retired, Brazil

Mary Nell Morrisan Clles (Mo, ],
E.). educ., Caloxnbia

Ronald RHill, misnion adm., Thal-
land

Eagene Miby, preaching, Rhodeain
Barbara Warren Petersan {Mm. A.
A.), hame/church, Kores
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PRAYER GROUP

FACE
TO FACE
WITH

POVERTY

Every day, wherever Sauthem
Baptial home missionaries staff
Baptist centers, they open their
doors and poverty walka in.
Poverty of body, mind, and apint.

Poverty weara many faces — an
elderly woman needing
transpartation to the faad stamp
office; an unemployed construction
waorker (lnehpble to receive

b

yment 3
the rain let up enough for him to
work one day in two weeka) aeeking
emergency food for his {amily; &
chiMd {deserted by his father, his
mather warking) seeking fove and
security; an apathetic teenage girl

RUTH WAGNER MILLER

to LIS Route 1, where 30,000 cars
stream past moming and night
(while children play in the atreets),
the center accupies twe detached
frame houses. At the time of our
visil, the staff consiatad of the
missionary director, Davia Smith; a
part-time housekeeper; and »
part-time gecretary. Mount Vemnon
Baptist Association supports the
center which ie located in a
transition neighbarhood not far
from a public-hausing pro]n:l
When we think of a transi

B

Urban renewil is not always good news for '
the poor. Often, when they
dilspidated Nousing, there is no place forthem -
to go. Some Iln ln wooden packing carts and

T

are tumned out of

price only the affluent can atioed

The poar are beiag driven oul,

Some live in wooden packing cratm

and antmnabiln {Far more

infor an housd b

of the poor, please read this mantis

Current Missione Group atudy.)
Mingionary Davis Smith says, ‘¥

the poor can't get public hausing

they can’t sfford to kive in northes

Virginia.”” The elderly poor

own their homes but cannol

to keep them up. The houting

neighborhood we picture a
declining area ar a ghetto in the

(pregnant because having your awn
baby gets attention); the alcoholic;
the dropout. And every day.
God's name, our misai

g Nat so d Harvard
Street. The oppasite problem
exiala. Aa Alexandris becomes a city
of the wealthy (its plo:lmty o

with the path of deatructon
pnverty leaves as il creeps through
a neighborhood.

In ordevdo zero in on haw our
mussianaries minkter ta poor
peaple, ROYAL SERVICE visited the
Harvard Street Baptiat Center in
Alexandria, Virginia. Located close

Washingtan and ita hi
significance make it attrective 1o

ituation is just another of the tas
poverty weara around Havard .
Street Center.

Many of the servicea that Baplle
centera have provided in.li:nr
have been taken over by
agencies. Head Start runa the
day-care programs. Municipal
recreation centers provide

many young whiie prok ls)
tpeculators buy up bon.h\g that,
for generationa, hiaa belonged 10 the
poot and the blacks. By applying a
few coata of paint and restoring the
“hstoric” look tn » building, the
speculstor can then sell of rentitat a

| carafl casses, evind
smmmlngpool. The school syss
now has
tradibonally a miniatry o( the
churches. Because of this, Harmel
Street Center has concentrated
ministry in two main arese — 8

smetgency food pantry and
children’s programs.

Churches of the Mount Vernon
asociatian donate nonperiahable
foods Lo the paniry. A secretary
keeps a recond of who brings In
whet end tries to send thank-you
noles ia the groups. Of the 58
churches in the aapodistion, only
five are actually located in the dty
itself. Thia means some churches
must bring their food in from
oublying areas. Smith cangidera this
a plus factar. “Our church members
nerd 1o come n and see where their
food goes. If | lived out and never
uw the poverty of our ares, I'd
wver know of Lhe need,” he says.

The available food supply
fuctuaies. During times of high
unemployment the center has to
#xpand the pan ation and
ask the mum:’?ﬁmn food. At
Thanksgiving and Christmas
dh

tembers an vacation, supplies
often dwindle, Unfortunately,

though the cenier uly given et
food on refertal from othwer podial
service agendes, the drain on the
pantry i constant. When the food ia
gone the hungry must be tumed
!WI]. .

The athet caajor program
ministers to children. After-school
activithes for all age groups indude
cralts, alorytime, gantes, and

£ B # m

schedule, with the help of 8

b 23
gatherings st the center and trips
aut of the dty — 1o Washington’s
vanious cultural centers and to the
countryside. {Can you imagine
child who has never seen a real live
cow before?)

The

try to minister to

persons facing !he crises of survival.

Bome of thowe who help with the
children also teach Sunday School
children in their own churches.
THey can then use the Sunday
Schopl materiala they have already
prepared when they come to the
center.

Teenagers, too, get their share of
atiention at Harvard Street.
Activitles, camps, retreaia — all
designed to let the young perso
oee himaelf an a person of worth —
help him raise his horizona. If yoo
can get & young person {a look
beyond what he ia, to see what he
can become, you've started him on
the road o getting there.

To the question, Whal can we aa
Baptist Wamen do 1o help yau l-d

wo Enomings ou(elgl wurl for the
three- and four-year-olde. Smith
feels that when the chueches left
their kindergarken programs they
Tost one of their most effectiva
ministries to the poor.

As al) Baptist centers, Harvard
gm d ds hesvily on
e from local churches.

hunger never takea a holiday. Even

ROYAL SERVICE o JULY 1978

) other mised jes whe wink
the poor? Davia Smith lists ﬂle
following:

1. Ge te a Baptial cemter. Look
around and ace whet needs to be
done. Curtains? Painting? A
library? Then ask the missjonary i
you can do it.

2. Enceursge members to do
volunteee wovk. Learn about the '
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Erom the city sidewalks of Naw Orleans 10Cam
bsldge, Maes., (Jeft) the faces and the needs of the
pooe ever mulliply. “Where are we to get Bread
enough in the denert to feed ¢o great s crowd?” And
Jeaun eaid, “How many losves have you?” Photo by

AMELIA BISHOP

ARE MY

Don Rutledge, HMB

needs of the poor, then you'll be
concerned. We have a tendency to
ignore what is nat on our doorstep.

1. Dont send things without
tiret checking with the ovissionary.
(S)he may nat be able to use what
you plan to send and may have ng
Place to store it.

4. Have a senge of call to
miasions before you volunteer to
halp the poor. Without this you will
become discouraged and quit when
the going gets tough.

In Smith's words, “In ihe late
sixties, inner-city work was ‘in’

PLANNING THE MEETING

NITNESSES

Volunteering was ‘in.” There was a
certain payoff to it — the romance of
suffering — and people admired
you for it. Well, the ramance is over.
Now you work and get tired;
sometimes you're abused and taken
for granted; you suffer with and for
people but there's no visible payoff
anymore. [t's very lonely. You may
give and give and not get much
back. But what you get is eternal

We then agked Smith, “How can
we pray for you?” He answared:

1. As the needs of a city change,
the types af Christian social

ministries change 100, Pray for
wisdom for those — Home Mission
Board, state, and asaociations
officers — who make dedivions on
the direction our ministries should
take.

2. Pray for the children whose
lives we touch, that they will [eam
of God's love and be shle to feel i
love in their lives.

3. Pray for the volunt

(Fourth in a series of six teatures on Training
in Direct Evangelism)

“The time has come . . .~ Lewis Camall used these
words as pari of a memorable quote in Through the
Looking-Glass. In every endeavor there comes a time
when preliminaries are finished and the heart of the
matter is at hand. In this case, the heart of the matter
is the acrual process of witmessing. In mosi cyses,
thete are two el that should be in' d: the
first 15 one’s own teatimony about her Christian

P e; the second is Scripture passages appra-

{mastly Baptist Wamen), that God
will affirm them in their work; that
they will have the coursge to goom
expressing God’s call to them.

As & resuit of thes study. members wdl
e able to pray more intelligently for
Baptist center missionaries.
BEFORE THE MEETING

For additianal background inta
the needs of the poor, read the
materisl in the current missions
group study. You may wish o
present some of It along with that
included on these two pages. Ask
severa) members to book in o
[ dance Bible p that
refer to the poor

DURING THE MEETING

1. Describe the Hatvard Street
Center and its ministry to the poor.
Supplement as necessary with
material from the curreni missions
group study.

2. Ask members to share the
Scripture verses they have found
which deal with poverty,

3. Use your prayertime to pra
for alt Baptist centers, Indudz d
suggestions snd 1equests made by

Davis Smith.

4. Read the prayer colendar,
reminding members that all
missionaries need the same prayen
{mentioned above in 3).

FOLLOW THROUGH

Write or call a center misslomsy
in your area and let him or her know
of your prayer suppert. Ask fos
specific prayer requests. Share
these with members of other
groups.

priate Lo the situation.

GET READY

Rather than reviewing all three previous sessions,
plan to review only the last one dealing with the
approsch to witnessing.’ Several days before the
meeting, ask four group members i be prepared to
shate briefly how they have abserved the uae (or the
lack) of positive approaches in day-to-day encoun-
ters. Assign one approach, called a “lap” in the
Previous article, to each of the four persons.

Have on hand copies of the brochure ““You Will Be
Witnesses for Me,"’ tn be used in the next two study
stisions and “Sou)-winning Bible References.”’

You should have duplitated ahead of time the
Scripture sets and explanatory stalements listed
below These witl be handed out at the end of the
seusion

On the chalkboard, write just the Scripture sets.:

Not the explanstions.
EOTAL SERVICE o JULY 1878

1. How te Have a Full and Meaningful Life®
John 3:16 (God loves you.)
Romans 5:8 (The depth of this love is shown in Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection. )
John 3:3 (God gives us netw life through & spiritual birsk.)
Jobn 3:17-18 (Uniess a person accepis the gift of new life.
ke remains sinful and powerless.)

1. The “Roman Road"”
Romans 3:23 (Afl have sinned.)
Romans 6:23s {Sin brengs death)
Romane 10:9 (God has provided satpation. )

3. Steps To » Spicitus) Bireh
Luke 13:3 (Repent.)
Acts 16:31 {Befieve.)
Romans 10:9 (Confess.)

4. Five important Questione
1 John 3:4 (What is sin?)
Romans 3:23 (Who is a sinner?)
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (How con we be saped?)
2 Cotinthians 6:2b (When shouid we come?}
John 6:37 (Whot & the result?)

GOt

Mention briefly the four approaches to witnesaing
atudied in last month's article. Call on the ones you
have contacted to share their thoughts about haw
they have observed these approaches being used {or
disregarded) in daily encounters. A successful ap-
proach opens the door to the actual witnessing
procedure.

Distribute copies of “You Will Be Witnesses for
Me”’ and ask class members to take about two
minules to read the section entitled *“What Do You
Tell?”" To help clasa members practice sharing their
own Christian experience, divide into clusters of
three. Ask one person in each group to volunieer to
take about bwo minutes to tell about her conversion

perience and her p lationship to God. The
other two will listen to her testimony, using the
questions belaw as a guide for discussion. After the
firat teatimony is diacussed, the process will be
repeated for each of the other two duster members.

Here are some questions 1o guide discuasion:

1. How did her testimony make you feel?

2. How do you think she felt while giving her
testimony?

3. What questiona did you want 1o sk because
you felt that something had been left outof the story?

4. As a result of her testimony, what would you
believe about God? Jesua? Yourself?

5. Whatreligious words did she use that mightnot ,
be und d by a non-Christian?

To help members become familiar with some ,

1n

e e e ——

SRS ————




Scripture passages they can use in witnessing. ask
them to stay in their dusters of three. Ask each

own heart for salvation.

cluster 10100k up one set of verses on the chalkboard
in their Bibles. Then decide on » one-sentence
summary of what each passage means.

After clusters have had about five minutes to work,
ask them to ahare atatements with the lerge group.
{There may not be time i0 go iluough the whols list
with each small group. Ask each group to report on a
different Scrip set.) Then distribute the dupki-
cated sheet ining afl ref; and explanat

] P Y

ts. Challeng k to ize the

verses 20 thei they will feel comfortable about this
aspect of their witnessing. (Knowing the verses from
y helps, evennthough one plans to use a Bibe

in witnessing.) You may want to close with sentence
prayers as members express the gratitude of their

s 33
Baptist Mail Order Center
P. O. Box 24420

P AN TN e
The Seeking Woman [ Am: [

Assigs t: Study daily the sheet of Scriphr
selections and think of questions that a non.
Christian might ask about ton.  Also resd the
section in “You Wi Be Witnesses for Me” brochige
under Ways of Witnesaing. Bring your Bible and the
brochure next time s» we plan to discuss actw)
witnessing oppoctunites.
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1Se¢ arder form, p. 20,

1This outhine is adwpted troas thw tract "How 10 Havs aPulland
Meaningful Life.” 1t may be ordered from Mawtiats Serviey
Depertmand, Baptiat Sunday Schoal Board, 127 Ninth Apesm
Naorth, NashviBe, TN I723. A tract, “The Real Lil" | avaibibie
from the Home Mizsion Board, 1390 Spring Strest NW, Atiagn
GA MO0, (105 per copy)

THEY SAY
ABOUT

Christian Meditation for [
Today, Nell Tyner Bowen | PO b ERTY

Nashville, TN 37202

Please send me the money saving
trio:

The Woman 1 Am: Looking

Forward Through the

Christian ®ast, Nell Tyner

Bowen

The Listening Woman | Am:
|| Messages from God,
| Josephine Pile

D Please charge to my Baptist Book E
Store Account # _ _‘r
O A check for $4.25 is enclosed '
(this includes the $3.50 offer and g
$.75 for shipping and handling)’r

Name

Street address, box no., route

“If the hungry man
does not attain to faith,
then the fault falls on
those who refused him
bread. To provide the
hungry man with bread
to prepare the way forthe
coming of grace.” —

Dietrich Bonhoefft

in the
Homeland |

Andy Loving

Chur¢h

Greater Worchester Ministries. HMB Photo by Everett Hullum

They are not as apparent in the
US. but they are there, They live in
one-room shacks down alleys in
south Philadelphia. Others can be
found in dilapidated farmhouses
down dusty roads in Georgia. The

preparing a meal an exhausting
task, even when money is available
to buy faod. For many of thege, the
prospect of even going to & senior
atizens center in thesr

o hbarh J‘o"r P d lunch

vast majority are the helplesa ones
—the young, the ¢lderly, the
handicapped. They are the citizens
of the “ottver Americe.”” They are
tbe hungry of our United States.
But we must never forget that they
are creaitons of God, and the object
of Christ's love. In Matthew 25,
Jesus taught us that to give food to
Ihe hungry was the same as givingiit
1o him.

The hunger situation in the
Uniled States is not hopelesa. In tHe
pasi decade and a half, the number
ol people living below the poverty
line has decreased as a result of
government programs aided by
churches and other private
organizations. But todey in
America over 25 million people still
live below the poverty line. One of
the groups which is most affected is
the elderly.

The senior citizens are faced with
Ined incomes and an infationar

is far beyond their physical
capacity. In recent years,
Meals-on-Wheels programs
sponsored by churches and

menl agencies have
delivered one hot meal, five days a
week 16 many of these
“homebound” seniot ctizens. For
many, thisis the only hot meal they
ever eat. Many save part of thexr
lunch for their supper. Why is this
so? It's hard to buy many groceries
when the Social Security check is
$160 a month, and rent is $140. But
many, many senior dtizens do not
even have access to one hot meal a
day.
The Home Mission Board, as part
of its job, is involved in many
programs which help feed the
hungry. Many of our Baptist
Centers have senior citizen lunch
programs, or emetgency food
pantries, as do many churches.
During a recent winter the Home
Mission Board pravided $10,000 in

spira) which makes it ingly
difficult to make enda meet. This
#conomic problem is often
<ompounded by failing health
which makes the prospect of
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food aid to migrants in Florida
thrown out of work when the
winter vegetable arop was killed by
a freeze. A Like amount of money

T B B s

in Worchester, Mase., serve hot meals to the ¢lderly im 2 nutritisnal progrem spoasored by

was spent by the HMB in food aid to
people during last year’s horrible
winter in Buffalo, New York. But
there is still muach that needs to be
done. and here are a few things
your church or mission action
group can do.

Suggestions
for
Education and Action

1. Asak your pastor to consider
preaching oo what Jesua had to say
about “the poor, and the hangry.”

2. Start a senior dtizens” lunch
program in your church, or make
your church kitchen available to
other local groups.

3. Volunteer to deliver mealsina
Meals-on-Wheels program.

4. Establish 2 Hunger Committee
in your church. This group could
direct a aurvey of poverty in the
community and suggest ways thet
the church cauld minister. They
could also keep abresst of current
isaues concerning hunger, and
encourage church members to write
cangr and other infh lal
people abaut theoe issues.

$. Read a good book on hunger
and have a baok study onit. Agood
one is Endangered Species, one of the
books featured in Round Table
Group this month (see p. 43).




AMERICA!

Miriam Rabinson

[4 it a dore or a prayer?

Do we have any right o ask God
tc help us, an individuals or a
nation? The requirements sre listed
in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt,
5-7), including the reminder that
“Noi every one thal asith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of hesven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven” (Makt. 7:21),

Two things need to be
undersicod: (1) the church as used
in Ihe Bible always refers o a body
or group of believers, never to a
building. (2) Christ's Sermon on the
Mount goen beyond the law of
Moses, judging the attitude of the
heart rather than juat the outward
act. The influence of the church,
lhen, and now, ahould be felt
wherever Christiana live and in
whatever setting 1hey are found. A
Chrintian, ahould be 2
““second-mile’’ observer of the law,
whether it tefers to the apeed Limit,
theft, adultery, or murder,
Sometimes man-made lawas
interfere with our own convictions.

Christiana have a duasl
responalbility as cilizens: a
Christian attitude toward
nationhood, and a natianal
consciousness (oward the church.

With the growth of national
conaciousness, the church becomes
more awsre of where it is placed
and of the body of peaple for whom
it is responsible. Many Christians
profess ta believe in the aeparation
of churrh and siate but practice this
only by leaving “"siate’’ out of their
interest and concern. Great good
has been accamplished where the
impacl ot national conscionsness
and the force of the gospel have
coincided. The church should be
able 1o render beiter gervice 1o the
nation by virtue of the Fact that it is
pledged to » higher allegiance and
wider concern than the nation
itoelf,

Our countryis not ruly served by
citizens who are dominared by
nartew nationalism. Nor is it
helped by those who make a
religion of patriptism. Devotion
must noi be bamn of deaperation,

but from an unfaltering trayi
God, who is always the same
oastter what may come in natioy
affairy.

History is not just pat eveny,
Jia aluo today’s newspaper whih
are writing. What responsibility 4
we, the people of the United Shigy,
of America, have to warld hu.,
and religious history?

As the nation closed ifs
bicentennial celebrations,
pondered how much (or Yhle)
attention waa given to the role of
religion in American life. Tt poesn
religious groups did not sa much
celebrate the bicentenninl as
inveatigate it. While religi
institutions seemed somewhat
weaker, the religious consciousnsy
seemed stronger than ever,

In 200 or 2000 yean, Gods
promise has not changed: “If mp
peaple, which are called by my
name, shall hamble themuelve,
and pray, and seek my face, md
turn from their wicked ways; thes
will | hear from heaven, and wil
torgive theirain, and will heal ther
land™ (2 Chron. 7:14). Has our land
been healed? Has God failed? Ria
easy tosee where the fault lies. Lets
ook at it Like it in.

Crime in the streets: The sirens
on police ¢cars and ambulancet
scream us awake, unless the smobe
and flames do. [1 isnt always &
night. Pubiic buildings, parks, s

-

reached 3600,000,000. A caunty
who hears » thousand
jareaile delinquency cases a year
uys, "We look for quick saluticas,
bat family stability is the only

Joug-beres anwwer.”’

A tix-year-old boy siphoned gan
from » cay and poured it aver a
deeping neighbor. Then he struck a
oatchand wglh!thEd the man bumn to
death.

A 16-year-old boy who already
had a long vecord of disorderly
coaduct and arreats, drew a pistal
oo 1 motoriat and killed him. He
waa arresled, but was releansd
because witnenses fuiled to thow
wp in courl. Today he ia free
because af adult indifference to the
rapensibilities of Chrigtian
citizenship.

These kids who kil for fun will
a0t usually be found on Sunday
Schoal rolls or on a church
basketbal! team. How careful are
you lo know where your ehildren
are? How broad a territory does
your Christian witness cover? How
fathfully do you seek God's
guidance in your use of time? Are
you working to save meney for a
home or for your children’s college
education while leaving them to
their own leisure-time activities or
to come alone into their empty
house every afternoon? By vote,
funding, and personal
participation, do you encourage
1pervised recreation in your

private residences are de
Agri-crime in the countryside:
Travelets and/nr paid stooges ship
tarmlands for their own profits.
There i3 a horrifying upsurge of

ity? Christian concern
ousl extend beyond the home, the
church, and the community.
Al 2 prayer meeting for hame

juvenile crime. [n the past yeara
new and ghastly phenomenon hu
appeared, virtually a single-fie
army of juveniles who rob, msim
and murder — and escape
unpunished. Close to haif of il
arreats for serious crimes in the IS
involve youtha under the nge of 18
In many cities parts at schools et
tumed into lawless dens in 19761
Senate subcommitiee repared il
approximately 70,000 public achuol
teachers were asnaulted in US
schools and the coat of vandshen

each was given a
prayet reminder to pray for the
presideni of the USA. Tt waa
suggeted that this mminder be
camied in her wallet and that she
pray tor him each time oshe opened
her wallet. Some time later, one
woman dropped her prayer
Tetinder when she opened her
wallet at the cashier's stand at the
tupermarkei. The woman behind
ber picked it up and noticed the
heading: Pray for the President! In
tmazement she handed the card to
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its owner, inquiring, ‘18 something
wrong with him?"” The Baptist
Women member replied, “We hope
not. Thats what we're trying to
keep from happening.” Preventive
prayer is much mare effective than
the accusing criticism that may

muut praise the good deeds and
palicies, and praise the leader of us
all — God.

Christian diti ' 1

feet that will follaw the dizectton of
dedicated minds. This awarenesa
will often take un to the polly, for

reault withoui it. While are
clamoring far equal political rights,
let us alao be taithful kb our equal
Christian responaibilities.

Which is the greater atrength the
public can affer a leader: criticlam
or pra

The Christian citizen has & very
apecial responeibility towacd
making America “one nation under
God.”" 1t calls tor a life totally
dedicated to that end. 1t would be
well for us to sing, “God Bless
America” an our knees, and to
remain there to sing, "Make Me a
Channel of Blesaing "

Christian citizens must have
deglicated eyes quick ia see the
needs around us. We must read and
look for situations in which we
might help, either directly or
indirectly.

Chelatian eiti hip d 4
hallots/vates, assuming aur
respansibilities as Chriatiana and
citizens, rathes than failing to vole
and then vocally condemning the
gutcome.

Christian citizenahip calln for
courage to accept criticam
unflinchingly, to condemn evil
without fear, to admit guilt, and to
ask pardon.

S ily, Christian citi hip
mustinclude camplete aurrender 0
selt and substsnce to the indwelling
leadership ol the Holy Spirit.

Mote than 200 yesrs ago, the
mighty thought currents of
treedom of body, mind, and apirit
were brought togethee in the
tounding of the United States of
America. Itia urgent thatthose of us
who have inherited this apiritusl

Christian ditizenship d d
dedicated hearts: caring what
happens ta other people 3o that we
will get inyolved in their plight.

Christian atizens muat dedicate
nur voices to the Lord — spreading
the gond news of Jesu Christ, the
only Saviour of the world; calting
attention 10 the blessings and
sesponsibilities of a democracy. We

foundahon keep it in repair and
strengthen it as we seek to make it
realisbically “‘one nation under
God""!

"Blesaed ixthe nation whase Gad
is the Loxd: and the people wham
he hath chosen for his own
inheritance” {Paalm 33:12).

God, Help America . . . through mel
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. THEY SAY
ABOUT
POVERTY

*“Conrcern for humnan justice
may seem o many tc be far
afield from the Gospel of
Christ. Not at all. What
promipts Christians to
respond to others is God%
love and visible human need.
God's love sels us free to care
deeply about others, sa when
their need confronls us, we
act” — Arthur Simon

“There are just so many
miles lo a gatlon of bananas.”
— Moritz Thomsen

“Mosl of the world now
does not even have a
standard of living. It can be
called only a ‘standard of
misery!” ”

— Stanley Mooneyham

CURRICUL LS WRITER

Kuih Miller

A familiaz name to ROYAL
SERVICE readern, Mrs.
Charles Miller ia a wife,
mathes, ang freelance
writer (mont of the time in
that order, she says) from
Msrietta, Gu. She is »
member af Fiest Bapiist
Church, Marietta, Ga. and
han directed the church’s
English school, s literacy

progrem.

WL SR o

better worl
be a
Christian
Citizen.

hy have we waited xa long to

stdy love a5 one of the elements in
miritual growth? Lave helongs at
the beginning of the Chriatian
piigrimage. It is through God's love
that we become Chnistiana. [1 also
may be thought of as the center of
spiritual growth. Paul put it this
way: “Love worketh no ill to his
neghbour: therefore lave is the
fafiling of the law” (Rom. 13:10).
But also, love is the climax of

iritual growth. In the list of
8dd-t0's” in 2 Peter 1:5-7, the last
tetnent to be added i love.

Panllisted love as the foremost of

fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). h,

isin this sense that we cansider love
tthis paint in aur year's study.
Paul gave a beautiful word
pictare of the function of lave in
Colassians 3. Goodapeed's
taralatian shaws this word picture
destly: “You must clothe
mrselves with tenderness of
art, kindneas, humility,
jentieness, forbearance. And
ovet alj these put on love. whikh
tmpletes them and fagtens them
¥ together” (Col. 3:12,14).
Our Bible study this month
Ondiders theee anpects of love: its
Mrce, in God the Father; our
ence of it, theough Christ the
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Son; its power in our lives, through
the Hely Spirit.

Tlle Saurce of Lave: God the

Father {1 Jahn 4:16-19)

“God in love’ Anyone wha
went t0 Sunday School as a child
hag known that verse from her
earlient years. It is perhapa the tirst
Bible verse tught to children. The
source of all love in the universe is
Gad the Father, tha Creator. the
Infinite, the All-powerful.

QOur ability ta love comes from
God, both directly and indirectly.
He loves us directly. And he alsa
makes it possible for all human
beings to love.

1tis interesting that love is notan
inbam instinci. And yet we all need
love to survive.

Mote than thirty years aga, Rene
Spitz did a study of infania in a
hospital setting. He studied thase
who had tabe in a hospital aver an
extended periad, especially thase
who were prematues. He found
that thase infants who had little
human contact, such as petting and
holding, fended to be weaker and to
sicken more easily than tote that
were held and caressed He
cancluded the emotional
deprivation — the withhalding of

Bible Study Group
Growing
in Love

Velma Darbo Brown

love—had n bad effect, both
physically and emotionally, on the
very young child,

Every child needs Inve in order to
develap emotionally and
physically We cannot give love
unless we have received it

Firat John 4:19 saye. “We love,
because he first koved us ” The
tranalators of the King James
Version did nat believe this idea
was complete as it atoond in the
Greek So they added the waoed
"him™: “"We lave him, because he
firat laved us.* But later tzanslatare
took “him' out. They did not
beliave it belonged in the aentence
because it was not in the arigtaal.
But *“himn‘‘ does nat belong in the

tence tar th The
very fact of nur ability ta love camen
fram the fact that Gad loves ua. And
hefirst loved us, before wecauld do
anything tc merit his lave—just an
parents love their child long before
he or she is sble to do anything ta
deserve their Jove. He exists;
therefora he is loved. This is the
way Gad laves every person he han
created.

As we respond toGod'alove with
aue love, aur whale lives sre
changed. We live in God and God
tives in we. 1t is Uke having an

”




electric current continually flowing
between us and God. Thare is »
continual exchange of Jove and
communion between us and him.
{See v.16.)

“Herein” — in this communion
— it our love “perfected,” oz made
complete. We will never Jove
perfectly. as God loves. But we can
Jove with his quality of giving love.
Such a community of Joving leads to
“boldness’ on our parts. This
ronfidence relates 10 Lhe “'day of
judgment.” Thase who see God
without eaperiencing his love can
only relate 1o him sn the basis of
feas.

A clear illustration of this fact is

een in the story of Adam and Eve.
After they bad sinned sgainst God,
they no longer looked forwird
eagerly to his coming to them.
Inatead, they hid when they heard
his voice. Adam’s response to God’s
call was: '] heard thy voice in the
garden, and [ was afraid”” (Gen.
3:8-9). Adam’s failure 1o keep in
communication with the Lord God
through his obedience caused fear
Lo take the place of love.

This is » way of testing to see how
well we are staying in connection
with the source of love: Do we feel
more fear of Gad ar more love for
him? The faar here is not the same
thing as reverence. 1L is the fear of
being caught, of being punished
Thoese who feel such fear, said fohn,
are "noi made perfeciin Jove.” Thal
is, they stitl have an incomplate
connection to the source of love, 10

God himself.

Thl Experience af Love: God the

Son (Ephesians 3:17-1%)

We considered most of this
magnificent prayer in Janusry
when we studied “Power and
Persistence.” But the heart of the
prayer i found in these three
verses. The theme is the experience
of the love of Christ.

"Dwell” is an interesting word
here Its meaning is “'to take up
permanent residence ”* Christ’s
presancein the Lives of his people s
not a temporary, off-again,

on-sgain matter. When he moves
in, he does so permanently.

Paul then went on to speak of
being “rooted and grounded” in
love Actually “grounded” in
founded” in the Greek. ThIs word
tefers to the foundation of 2
building. So the meaning here is,
“'being securely rooted Jike a plant
and being solidly based Uke a
building"™ on divine Jove.

What do we see when we see "the
breadth, and length, and depth,
and height'” of God’s Jove? Various
commantators and preachers have

resources would always be o
beyond anyona's ability to exte
{See v.20.) So his final pruyes ey
the realm of the impossible, g
“that ye might be filled with ol t
fulness of God.” This soundy
impossible enough, but it iagva
more impossible. For the
putsit: “ino all the fulness of G-
Paul’s prayer was that Christie
should be lled up o the messumyl
the infinite God.

We must stop here 10 realiag e
Pau) wae not speaking of esdi
individua) Christian. He wm

tried to picture these d §

Dr. W. O. Carver put it this way:
The breadth is “estending to all
pecple.” The length is “through all
time.” The heighi is "t0 the very
presence of the supreme Ged.”
And the depth is “to Lhe lowest
condition of human need.”

When 2 young woman, | heard
my pastor link this verse to john
3:16 as a way of explamning it- He did
il this way: “For God so loved the
world |the breadih of his love), that
he gave hin only begotien Son [the
length to which his love would go),
that whosoever believeth in him
shonld not perish [depth], buthave
everlasting l1fe [height].”

There are many other ways of
looking at all the dimensions of
Gad's love. Perhaps you have your
own way. None of us can truly
comprehend that love—take it all
in. But 8s we consciously place
ourselves in the center of that love,
we will progressively come to know
more and more of it.

This, too, was whal Paul prayed
for — that hus readers might “know
the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge.” How can this be? How
can we ever know what is beyond
our knowledge? This knowing
comes by expenence. |t is like the
knowing of one friend by ancther.
The more knowledge that comes,
the more there is to know. This 1s
infinitely true with Christ.

Paul was always praying for
seemingly impossible things! His
Teason was that he knew enou
sbout God to be sure that God's

peaking in the plural, of\he
church. Only a5 the whole bedyal
Chriat can we come o e
the love of Christ in its fulnes. Al
even that is partial and progremin
in this life. Paul's prayer will oalybe
answered in its fulness whenal
God's people experience God b
fulness at ihe end of time,

Th! Power of Love: God theBay

Spirit

(1 Corinthians 13:¢-8)

The Holy Spirit is not mirmtasel
in the great “love chapter,” boi b
P e there is istakable. 4
was pointed out earlier, the
foremost “’frudt of the Spinl" &
love. Without the indwelling powe,
of the Holy Spirit, the
characteristics of love spelled owta
these verses wonld be impotshbiek
atlain.

The perfect example of the
characteristics of love iv fesus
himsell. We could read 1
Corinthians 13:4-7, sub i

name of Jesus for love. Esch
reference would be ftting. Ad ™
would have a perfect pictureal o
exemplified in a human being
These quaiities of love are 0
comprehensive that they are b
to grasp. 1 always thought1
Corinthians 13 was s beautifd
poem to the beautien of love. The,
for the first time, [ read itin#
modern-speech translation.
“Vaunteth not itself, is not pee
up” and all the resi were just T
words. But when | read, “Lore?
not jealous or boastful; it is 50l

-

10r rude.” 1 had e feeling of
atrema discomfart! Those worde
were pointing right at me. Firal
Cornthians 13 became, nate porm,
bt » measuring stick, mnd a very

haed one.
1t ia well, | think, to read this
dupter in a8 mMonY ganslations as
. The word-plktures are
wvid. Different translotions give
ol hass A

par P to
quabibae. To help you in getting
woething of the flavor of this
pustage. we will lack st each quality
of Jove sep ly. The lati
being used is RSV:

“Patlent” —this is not the

e of persistence but the
patience of reladionship. It meens
“long-suffering.”” In the Greek the is
made up of two elements. one
meaning ““long™ and one meaning
‘waath.” 1t would be the oppasite
of qur expression
' short-tempered.” The patient
paton doesn't “fly off the handle.””
Il akes 2 long time for her to get
oud.

“Kind” —doing friendly and
weful a¢ts for anather. The kind
person avoids an attitude of
miticism or self-righteous
judgment. Rather, she constantly
¢k the goad of the other.

“Noljealaus” —is nalenvious of
he success ar the good fartune of
others. Such 2 person is happy to
ttjorce in what anather has, even
thaugh she may not have it.

“Not boastful” —this 15 the
pallel to nat being jeaous. The *
ine who has things afl which to be
preud does not brag about them.
She is caretul not to rouse the
passible envy of others.

“Nol arragant’” — not inflated

somelimes peraonsa forget that one
person’s “right” ia wpt to curtail the
rights of another petson.

“Nol irritable’ —does not take
nate of atights or hold grudges.

“Not resentfgl” —does not keep
a record of evil dane, This is &
bookkeeping term Itmesns to keep
sccount of debts with the purpose
of squsring them later on,

“Does nol rejaice at wrong”
—does nat fingd the wrong done by
one petson to anather a cavse of
pleasure.

“"Bul rejnices in the right*
—another translation is “rejoices
with the truth.”’ Love is brave
enough Lo face the ruth and
congistent enough to stand an the
side of right.

““Besrs al) things” — not the spirit
of passively enduring, but a
conquering spirit that rises above
affliction.

“Believes all things” —does not
mean gullibility but the desire to
pul the best construction on what
she hears or sees in others, The

temporal and temparary. In the
fulness of eternity, they would be

unnecessary. So they would
disappeaz. Bui love, becausa it is of
the sama essence o9 God himaelf,
will never end.

The Totality af Lave

The trutha of all these verses
blend into ane another and
supplement one anather.

The source ot love, God himself,
doee not recain sloaf from us. He
dwells within us In the person of
Jeaus Christ. And he engenders (n
our lives the qualiies of love. Thase
are elements of strength, signa of
inward "'sll-rightness”” that makes
it possible to relate to others.

The experience of love comes to
us theough Jesus Chrial. He hua his
permanent residence in the heart of
each ot his chikiren. Also, he lives
in hi¢ church as he did in hisbodyin
the incernation. He is vitslly
<onnected to the source of love. So
he can bring the strength of God's
love to bear fully on each life. He

opposite of Lhe spirit Lhat ¢ y
kaoks tor wrong motives in aothers

“Hopes all things” —keeps on
hoping on behalf of athers even
when hope has been repeatedly
disappointed. Notice thai bath
believing and hoping 4o not rule
oul 2 dJear-eyed understanding of
reality This te nat blind hope or
belief. Rather it is the hope of love
that whatis best in the other persan
will eventually come to the fore
Such hope and belief have bome
fruit in many lives. Persons do tend
to become whai athers believe
them to be.

“Endures 3)] things” —"‘remains
true in the maost adverse

mihasense of her own P
Such persons are often ingecure in
hemselves. They “puff themselves
9" because they fear no one will
notice Ihem otherwise. But jove
knows no such insecurity.

“Nel rude” —not aggressive or

¢nive 1o athers.

“Doeanal ineist on itw awn way”

d0e¢ natinsist on her own rights.
[luan hghts are important. But

2.
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After reading all these qualitiea of
love, would you nat agree that it is
impossible forsuch love toend! The
qualities of lite everlasting are built
into the structure of love

Paul gave his “poem ta love” in
the midst of a long lecture on the
gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor 12-14). [n
1 Corinthians 13:8 he was sying
that 2ll these other gifta were only

bodies all the ib of love.

We therefore have an inward
example of whal it ig like ta love.

The power of love becomesn curs
through the Holy Spirit. He makes
actual in our lives what we see in
thelife of Jesus Christ. He tronamits
to us the love which Gad has had
for us from all eternity, and for all
elernity.

PLANNING THE MEETING

STUDY AM

As a result of this study, wamen
will begin seriously to embody in
their lives the atmributes of divine
love.

PLAN 1

Prepare an attractive poster with
these worda:
® God is lave
® For Gad 30 Joved the world, that
he gave his only begotten San, that
whotoever believeth in him shouild
not perish. but have everlasting life.
® Love bears all thinga, believes all
things, hopes all thingn, endures aly
things.




Begin by asking esch woman to
choose one of the three Bible verses
and write her own commentary on
it. What does thia verse mean?
What does it mean \o her
perannally? What does it show her
about God? Whal does it show her
about herself?

¥f there are more than eight
women present, divide them into
three groups. Give each group one

Ephesians can help each person to
internalize new qualities of love.
Leed in directed prayers oz
gsentence prayers calling for
increased qualities of lave in the
lives of the women,

CALL TO PRAYER

Ask volunteers to state the
gualilies of love they believe mos!
needed in mission work, Refer to
y's paraphrase in june

of the verses, with the questicns to
be anawered aboul the verse.

Afier some time of individual or
group study, ask for findings about
esch of the verses. Then lead in a
Bible atudy which reinforces or
corrects what hes been said. (John
3:16 can be related to Ephesians
3:17-19, as shown In the foregoing
study materal.)

Following the Bible atudy, ask for
volunteers 1o slate Lhe quality or
qualities of love which they find
mostdifficull lo incorporale in their
lives.

Then ask haw 1 John and

ROYAL SERVICE, p. 26. Read the
names onthe prayer calendar. Then
lead in prayer, asking God toendue
these missinnaries richly with the
qualities of love they need.

PLAN 2

Plan as suggested in Plan ), with
the poster. Following the beginning
suggestions, ask members to wark
in groups with the three Scripture
P ges It bers individually
took the passages on the poster,
group those wha took the same
verse. [t the members are already in

groupe, allow them to wosd
together. Ask, as they stud
they leam where their firg
about the verses need o be dpy
or broadened.

Conclude s suggested in
ond the Call to Prayer.

PLAN 3

Many books dealing with
will be helpful as resource o
Plan brief book reviews of g

from your Baptist Book

Hertin Is Love, Reuel L,

Love 15 an Everyday Thing,
Townsend Evans

The Greatest Thing in the
Henry Drummond

The Miracle of Love, CharlegL
Allen

Communicating Love Through
Prayer, Rosalind Rinker

Use the Bible study suggestiod

application, and call to praye |
Plan 1 or Plan 2.

Each Baptist Women Organization Needs One:

THE BAPTIST WOMEN YEAR
IN THE CHURCH
RESOURCE KIT $6.00

Use the order form on page 20.
ORDER YOURS TODAY AND BE READY FOR ANNUAL

PLANNING AND

BAPTIST WOMEN YEAR IN THE CHURC

A SPECIAL YEAR

AN OUTSTANDING YEAR
A PRODUCTIVE YEAR

BUS

They're talking about Bw

BAPTIST WOMEN YEAR IN THE CHURCH!

Bax -Cumming Wiga
Tanide Avanue
Planaview, USa
Daar Mra. Wima:
Planas lend me s hand, { hava just been alacted to sarva as president of
the Baptist Woman in my church for che next year and T have had no pravious
sxperience a4 a BV officer.

Whan the retirving president of our Bapeist Woman talked wich ma adout aur
wark Eor next year. she told me chet I whould wricte to you.

I've been gstudying the material she gave me and [ have lots of questiond .
Firat of all, I noticed many veferances to Baptist Woten Yaar in cha Church.
Thar scunds pratcy awasoma! Plemse explain, and ta ae at ahou a ta
prepare for {r.
Sincercaly,

Nits Know Moore

Miss Nica Know Hoore
Tranaition Lane
Manicowna, USA

Dear Nica: .

I am glagd you wrote to me bacauze I em axcitad abour Bapt{uc UYowen Year In
the Church and eagar to calk about ic. $So I am happy rhat yau are giving me
the oppartunity ro share our plans with you. I vill be calling you evaery-
thing T can abaut BWYITC in the wanche ahead, The ROYAL SERVICE edicora have
granted me space far a wonthly column, beginning in Auguet. So look far oy
manthly rc:lindnrs and helpful suggescions under thq haeading “Bas Cumming Wise
talka to afficars on BWYITC.”

Baprisc Woman Year in the Church {4 rhe yssr chac we, sq¢ Baptist Women, can

find put what we ars really vapahls of doing for misaiana. In designacing the
church yasr 1978-79 &3 a special cima to focus attantion on Baptist Wowen, we
hapa to accomplish grasc chings.

We plan ta incresse che impace of missions work done chrough cur part of
Woman's Hiaflanary Unian--that pare which {4 far woman who ara thirty and
plder. Wa hopa to dauhla the pumher of Baptist Women members and hegin ooa

nav Baptist Momen organizacion in aach ¢burch.
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We want to incremsa cthe ffecciveness of misaiona sducarion smong Souths
Baprisc uwomgn. Forwing at least one nev misaion study group in sach Bapeyy;
Women organization and groviding a ROYAL SERVICE subscription to every vom,
{thirty or older) in the church are tuo signiflcanc goals for BWYITC,

Everything that happens in Baptist Wowen arganizarions and missions grows
during 1978-79 is parc of Baptist Women Year in the Church
in auggested fnr making Baptist Women organizations visible and axclting ro

This ia called Bagtisc Women Day in thm Church (BWDITC). » ewfcq.

a-month event,

But one main |

all wogn.

And Just how do you ga about plaaning BUDITC? Take woec of your cegular
activicies and some special activicias, bind them inta one package. and pro
chat package far beyond rhe existing membership of Baptist Wowmen

In the October 1ssue of ROYAL SERVICE I will give you sobe apecific way g
enlisc your memhars in this church ewphasis. You will be hearing core about
this &t your ¢crace craining confarences and at WU conferences at Cloriace
Ridgecresc,

Each organizacion should have a BWYITC Rescurce Kit, available June 1, [v
Baprisc Boak Stores. You vill need co make deciszsions during annual plannloy
about BWYITC and BWDITC actlvities

We sball be invalved in bold think{ng about starting new BW organizatiou
(not Just groups) in the church o flc che schedulas snd needs of variowm
In your planning of spectial acriviriss. emphasize bold chinking about waps @
involve members of your church who are not yet anrallad in Baptisc Women,

If we accomplish our goals for this apecial ¢mphasis, we must do a batter
Jab of scudy, prayar. and acclon through missions groups I am sure T dem't
need o cell you thia but don’c get w0 involved in activities and in trylyg
resch spacific goals rhat you forger whar is mast Imporcant. Pray more bk
aure to give the Lord a chance to halp you sccomplish hia purposes in the

he chooses. Be open to hia leading.

TAPTIST WS
SAR N UL CHIME

Ruth Wagner Miller

ew. perhaps none, of us have ever
perienced the constant gnawing
i hunger. We do not know

onally the physical lelhargy
nd mental apathy that set in on 2

bndy deprived of proper food.

We have borne our babies in
lean, bright hoapitals We have

brought them home to pink or blue

ries. And we never atop lo
k that somewhere mothers
rep as their babies shnivel and die
ehore their eyes. The babiea not
nate enough (o die
mediately tace mental
dation, stunted limbs, and
tal susceptibility ta comman
imenis thal we'd treal wilh an

Oh. we know hungry peaple +
ust We see 1heir bloated bellies
rd maichstick limbs on the
Yening newacantg. We tum aur
#4 sway in horror. Then we il
OWn Lo our averladen dinner

bles and let our belts out another
akh. Perhaps, as we ask Gad to
238 our tood, we may ask him to

kes the hungry. Moedy, we just

th a litde sigh.

Round Table baoka far thia month
ve been chasen with the express
e of canfronting Baptiat

asanbungred, and ye gave me no
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meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me
no drink: | wae a stranger, and ye
took me not in: naked, and ye
colhed me not: sick, and in prison,
and ye visited me not. Then shall he
answer Lhem, saying, Verily [ say
unte you, lnasmuch as ye did it not
{oone of the least of these, yedid it
ot to me” {Matt, 25:42-43, 45),

Endangered Species by James M.
Dunn, Ben E. Laoring, Jr., Phil D.
Strickland (Broadman $2.50)"

This book tells us that in 1974 our
country spent $3.4 billion (o

need nol move into the political
arena but do need to take a moral
stand. Then individual Christians
as citizens muet exercise their
consciences and confact the
decision makera.

Baptisi women need to become
familiar with such lerms as the
“triage” and "lifeboat” theories.
They need to undaratand the
difference between capilal
intensive and labor inlenaive
farming. Bread for the World explains
these concepts. It also reports nn

Overseas Develop Assistance
That same year, we also apent 5.8
billion for jewelry and watches,,
$13.8 dillion for 10baceo producls,
and $22.9 billion for alcoholic
beverages. And we pride ourselves
on being a generous nation. Few of
us realize that our aid has dropped
from 25¢ in every $100 of economic
output (1974) to 17¢ (1977).

Bui Endangered Species doesn't
just dea) in statistics, i1 desoribes
conditions. In terms that everyone
can understand, the avthors tel)
what theology has to da with
Hoated bellies. They interpret,
from 1he Chrishan peyspective, the
distinction between relief and
developmgnt. Then they give
concrete, practical suggestiona for
individual and group reapanse to
the neads described.

Rread for the Wozid by Arthur Simon
{Paulist Press and Eerdmans

$1 95"  Although addressed
primarily to Christiana, Bread for the
World is inlended for others ton. It
desceibea world hunger and
emphasizea the role of public
policy.

According 1a the auibor,
“Millions auddenly want to do
something shout world hunger.
Few bother with public policy. Yet
governmeni policies may maultiply
or nutlify a hundredfold all private
effarte i assist needy prople.
Ordinary persons can help toshape
these polidies.”

hungex in the United States and
suggests ways that we can get
involved in the poverty issues.

Bokotola by Millard Fuller
Association Press $3.95/*

Why would a business man who
has aready made his first million
doltaca tum his back on it all for a
life of gervice (and sometimes
poverty and deprivation)? How did
he go aboui it?

Thia businesaman, Millard
Fuller, has a burden for the poor ol
the world. He wants (o see them
have a place to lay their heads. He
now d # his busi :
motivated by his Jove for God, to
help finance and build practical
‘hauses tar the people of Zaire.

Bokotola has to be one of the mast
(ascinating booka ni 1he year. Itg
humer, faith, and pathoa keep the
reader turning page after page.
Even goed old American
know-how can‘t always gel the job
dane when local officiala balk,
cement isn’t delivered an achedule,
or barges break looee and drift
down the river. Then the problems
became God's problema. Time after
time, God works through the
Fullera, d them, !l i
apite of them.

Share Bokotola with ather
members of your family. Men and
teenegers slac will be caoght up in
the struggle to make rusted

equipment run again, in the
challenge of just riding a mator bike

The book does not disregard the
issue of separatian of church and
state. It points out that churches

In fact, you might
consider reading parts of thia book
aloud an a family.




PLANNING THE MEETING

BEPORE THE MEETING

The books this month present
information. They also get resders
emolionally involved. This is good
because “hearnt knowledge™ makes
us do samething with our “head
knowledge.”

Every Baptiai woman needs 10
resd theve booke. Members may not
have had time to read them all
belme the meeting Skant the

Hing bers a0
excited about the books that they
can’t wait to get home ta atart
reading.

1. Well before the il

development tesches him how to
catch his awn.

5. Point out that this monih’s
Bapual Women meehng study gives
ion on how South
Baptiata can and do respond to the

challenge of warld need.

CALL TO PRAYER

Read Matthew 6:9-11. Note ihat
verse 11 says “our daily bread” not
“my daily bread ~* Could it be that
God means for us to pray for the
daily bread of his whole world? Do
we have any right to pray for

hing if we're not willing for

assign the books Eudmgerrd Spaacs

and Bokotvla 10 two enth
members, asking each to givea five-
to seven-minute review of the
book Be sure they include in their
Teports any new ideas and concepis
which they've learned from their
reading Tell them you will call on
them at the end of the meeting to
deacribe how they plan toe change
their lilestyles 3a a result of their
reading,

2. Study Breod for the World,
famibarizing youraelf with these
termae: friage; lifeboat theory;
capital intenaive versus labor
intensive farming, relief versus
develapment.

DURING THE MEETING

1 Have membess review booka
assigned Allow time for others 1o
react to their reparts.

2 Iln:ﬂy explain the triage and
Lifeb: ies. Ask bers,
How do these theories fit inlo the
Christian perapective? Why?

3. Give & brief description ol
capital intengive and labarinfensive
development. Ask, Which sy

God to make us part of the answer?
Ask members 10 listen 23 you
read from Bread for the World, page
144, “What Individuals Can Do.”
Read the italicized headings only,
excepi for item 7 where you should
read the whole paragraph Suggest
that members covenant with God to
choose one area af their lifestyle ta
change. Read Romans 12:2. Allow

Hme for silent prayer

Read prayer calendar names,
Missionaries daily face the prablem
of world poverty. They need
wisdom and sensitivity, esproially
in the emerging nations.

Book
Forecast

Auguast

Strange New Religions by Leon
McBeth {Broadman, $2 75¢

The Puppet Master by | lsamu
Yamamoto (InterVaraity, $3.%

Seplembar

A Freedom Dream by Cal Thoma
{Word, $5.95)"

What It Means to Be Born Again by
Johnnie C. Godwin (Beoad
$2.50)

October

Punching Holes tn the Darknen byld
Nelle Hallaway {Broadman,
$2.25

The Wind Is Howling by Ayaho Mw
{InterVarssity Presa, $1.95

Skiokart Pass by Ayako Miun
{Revall, $5.95*

"Members uf Round Tatrke Baok CTob
(hear booka anlomatically Als miEdd
thsavgh Baptint Bank Stores

**Available through Dapiis Rosk St

Bays in Dacca |
Bangladesh, can naw draw
fresh water from a tube well

pravided by Forelgn
Missian Board disaat

do you think wauld work best in
emerging nations? Why?

4. Ask members to list ways of
helping the poaor. Record thelr
answers. Then decide which ilems
on the liat represent relief and
which represent developmen.
Help members to see that reliefl may
give 2 man a fish while

.-

reliel funds. Far mave than
one-third of the world's
peaple, piped, fresh walter ja
atill a deeam. Milliona of
women spend \he greater
part aof their lives carrying
water from streama, lakes,
oe polloled waterholes. FMBD
Phota by Steven E. Wall

READALERT |

Some lmoka upint the mder into realma of

or fantasy, g in 3 heady feeling ot
tontentment. Olher books l:rlng one down to the
tenter of the earth, with 2 jurring of teeth and s tug at
one’s sense of Christian commitment.

The books reviewed here this month are of the
latter kind. They are not “light'* reading that will be
easily digested in one sitting; yet all are short,
readable, and thought provoking.

Yes. A Woman's View of Mssion Support
by Adrianne Bonham, Woman's Missionary Union

Adnanne Bonham may be familiar 1o many of you.
She i» a member of the ataff at WMU, SBC. This
book was produced by Woman's Missianary Union,
Southern Baptist C in 1974 aa part of ther
emphasis on wission support. It is chock-full o
proge, parables, and soul-awakening comments.
From a chapter on prayer:

! never knew that was the way it worked. I sttended &
missions conference and heard how doctors (ke
miyself conld spend short terms in mission hospitals
fo meet em, needs.

And 1 prayed that God might lead some doctors 10 go.

a greater responaibility ” (2) “The world'a negds have
B’““’ e (3] “Pr lenﬁ to

" Do you agree? Read the book ‘and dedde

Fasting Chonged My Life
by Andy Anderson, Broadman Preas

A new look at an andent (and Biblical) practice:
fasting. Says Southern Baptist Anderson, “1 have
learned s new discipline. No longer is oy life
centered around food snd drink.”” Other pexsonal
discoveries for the suthor induded epiritual
deanliness, a more effactive prayer life, a ptmoully

b peace and confidence, and an
strength to overncome temptations.

Fasting can also help ane to lose weight! Nat s bad
extra for an overweight nation!

Living o Less and Liking It More
by Maxine Hancock, Moody

Mavxine Hancock arrived ai a simpler Hieatyle not
by chaice, bul by necessity. The bottom dropped out
of what had looked like » prosperous business
partnership in grain and cattle. But the author

Jlearned thei the only surgeon ir a Nigerian hospital
had had to returm home suddenly
And | prayed that God might leed some doctor to go
And one day the Foreign Mission Board colled me.
| never knew thai toas the way it worked.?

Living the Responsible Life
by Cecil A. Ray, Convention Press
Living the Responsible Life the Chrieh,
view of, and response to, the stewardahip of material
possessions:
A busic question for the Christian is, How much do I
need? or, How much is enough? Thes question showid se
the Christian on a seaech for the proper life-style or
stndard of living. 4
The author gives light for thal search from the Bible
30d from his own experience. In the laat chapter, he
conctudes that “ proaperity has brought Christiand (¢
A isis in giving.* Aa ha sees it, the reason tor the
Cigis centers around three facte: {1) “‘Prosperity has
Kiven Christians a new capscity to give and with this
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X d many surprisingl from her piato
make the beat of her gituaton. She discovered how
things-oriented ahe had become and how hard I.t wes
1o bearn ¢ But ¢

became a quiet internal plateau even when there
seemed little external resaon For it. What ahe
‘needed” changed, and she found herself the user of
thinge, not the slave of things. She learned thst life i
truly “ovore than meat, and the bady than raiment’”
{Matt. 6:2%).

Maxine Hancock learned ta diacipline her
shopping habits and she giver some good tips for
careful 4 ng.

She faces up ta how hard it is not to feef poor in
today’s climate of paychologinl paverty when the
gov blishes detuils on the
poverty line and the television kella you all the thinge

you can’t ive without. Her discusaton of vatues puts  +

thingns in proper perspective.
'See arder tovm, p. 20




[avolved with Salf

Occasionslly, Bob and 1 disagree.
When we reach an impasse, one of
us will say to the other, “I'm glad
you're not perfect. If you were, !
would be miserable.”

Laughter relieves the tension and
facilitates further dialogue.

A sense of humor is a valuable
assel for effective ministering.
Crisen are serious — $0 s&fious. in
fact, that we cannot face them
without a sense of humor.

Humot Is NOT the irreverent,
cymical, suggestiva stories about life
situations tinged with tragedy —
such as jokes about alcoholics or
menlal patients

Humor is NOT sarcasm In
ministering (o pecple, Jesus used
irony. but never sarcasm. lrony
alwaye gives a subtle insight
without wounding. Humor
characterized jesus’ ministry. His
audience probably laughed when
he described the man swallowing
the camel or the man witha beamin
his own eye trying to remove the
speck out of his brothet'’s eye

God’s creation teveals his sense
of humor Think of a creature that
has made you smile or laugh

Ouar family is eddicted to
dachshunds. We think that God
chuckled when he designed that
long. low species. Our Duchess is
33 inches long, 28 inches around
and 3 inches above the ground
Every visitor — even the most
troubled — stop, look. and lavgh at
Duchess. 1fGod created Ducheas to
make falke pause, consider his
handiwork, and smile, she fulfills
her purpose.

God gave us both Lhe caparity to
weep angd the gift of mirth, Humor
is 9 combinstion of tender
compaseion for tife's fratities end
reverence for the sublime.

A good sense of humoris a sign of
good mental health. How is your
humor ghermomaetee? Are you too
easily threatened ot too insecure to
laugh at yourself?

Laughter heals. It makes us stand
off from ourselves and view our
shortcomings in the proper
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perapective.

Laughter offers us an accepting
attitude toward self and nudges us
info joining the rest of the human
race.

Laughter is an oublet for our
emotions Laughter resolves
inward tension as well 33 cutside
irritations.

Agense of humorcontribulesioa
healing ministry We can be so
serious that we threaten the person
in ¢risis and block communication.
Life is not somber for a Christian.
Although we experience hragedies
and help others ihrough them, our
lives are triumphant. We tollow
Christ who said, “Be ol good cheer:
I have overcome the wotld” {John
16°33).

We enter a crisis ituation
equipped 1o Ty with a friend. We
must alse be ready to laugh with
her According to Eugene Kennedy.
author of if You Realy Knew Me,
Would You Still Like Me? (Atgus),
“Laughter is not solemn, bat it is
wonderfully serious becayae it can
support the weight of our lives.”

For Personal Reflection
1. Onascale from 11010, how do
you rate the amount of humor in
your life?
2. Does your view of God
include his having a sense of
humor?

Ministerin

Families
Stuart Calven

3. Have you learned the ant of
laughing at yourself?

4 Is your humor based on girth
or sarcasm?

5. Can you exto) God'a gilt of hie
in the midst of your conflicts and
struggles?

Involved with the Growp

“I'm glad you're not perfect. If
you were, | would be miserable. 4
sense of humor focuses on « bruth:
People are NOT perfect.

Often we apologetically say, f'n
onty humen to excuse mediochy.
On the other hand, seying. ! #®
human identifies us with human
and our common needs.

Pretending perfection teductt
the effectiveness of our minirify.
Perfectionists cannot relate ko
others because they :onllll'lﬂ,'
view the imperfectiont.

Perfectionism denies the gos®
Jesus died for sinners. When &
admit our weakneeses, he promde

-

vitality and powar. Qur inadequucy
in4 ministering situation given the
Loed an appottunity to
demonstrate his stzength. We do
not have to know all the answers,

Perfectionism separates us fram
gthers. People acceptua because we
are homan, not because we are

Petfectionism blocks our minisery
mperions seeking encouragement.
Thay feel that they cannot measure
up lo Ihe “perfect” image of the
heper — who seems to not need
sything. They cannot identify
with people sa unlike themselves

Read 2 Corinthians 1:4, 6, and 7,
Paul ministered as a needy human
being to other needy humans — not
35 the strong o the weak.

Mutual need/satisfaction is
necesaary in any helping
relationship. My needs are metas |
meet the needs of athers. We cannot
lve an a perfect pedestal and know
campleteness Humans have needs
fhat only other humans can satisfy

Perfectionists try to make people
overin their image. This deniesone
ot the reasans far ministry: 1o allow
ach person to recagnize his own
uniqueness and ta find the answer
tothe question, Who am I? To help
another we musi respect and affizm
his differences.

Perfecticnists tend ta be critical.
They resart to criticiam when folks
fail 1o live up 10 theis expectations.

Karl Menninger <ampares our
human experience with thatof trout
haoked an a line A tish fights, «
stuggles, and splashes to free
iiself; but often it cannat escape
Humans struggle on life’s hooks.
Sometimes we overcame;
sometimes we are caughi
Observers view the struggle with
Misundersianding. "It is hard for a
free fish to understand what is
happening ta 2 haaked one.” says
Monninger

Understanding will give us
empathy rather thanjudgment. The
Murtrated perfectionist criticizes.

A fellow struggler forgives.

IN THE MEETING
Ask members to volunteer ta
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share minlstering experiences in
which thay felt Chriat’s strength
overcome their inadequacy.

Discuss how developing s senae
of humot and decreasing
perfectioniam will benefit our
ministering.

Discuss ““Miniatering to
Priconers’ Families” (below). Whai
are same specific naeds of the
families? How can we respond? Do
we know someone in the court
system who could put us in touch
with a family?

PRAYERTIME
Missionaries experience tense
times. Pray that today their sense of
humor will surface ta sase stressful

situations

NEED-IDENTIFYING EXERCISE
Agk each member to express 3
persanal need thatiscamplimented
in the life of anather member. For
example: | tend to make hasty

decigions. Jane, | need your
deliberateness

other families of inmates for an
indefinite period of time. A study of
how the Baptist Women ministered
to thesa families will help you in a
similar situation.

The Bapdsi Women became
acquainted with the physical needs
and resources of each family.
Teeporarily they assisted the wiver
in paying bills and budgeting their
incomes, When each family
assumed responsibility for these
tanks, the Baptist Women realized
they had helped the tamilies help
themselves,

They provided transpartation for
prison visits and baby- sitters for the
younger children during the visite.

They enralled three children in
kindergarien. The Baptist Women
groups paid part of the tuition.

They provided paper. crayana,
and stamped envelopes sa that the
children could send messages to
their fathers.

One famuly needed medical aid;
the Baptist Women referred the
tamily toa community health clinic.

Thank God that we are red
humans who need one another.

Involved with Others:
Minietering ta
Prisoners’ Families

When Jo Lynn and I met. her dad
had been in prison for two mantha.

“Mama jusi sita, She deesn’t
knaw what to do. | take care of the
house and try to look after the little
children.” Jo canfided

An experienced prison chaplain
states, “There in no ‘typical” femily
of inmates. Some prisoners are
from strong Christian homes.
Others are from highly educated
and weaithy Jamilies. Most inmates
ate from poot, uneducated families.
Same families do nat want any
help. Others appreciate all the help
available”

The economically and
educationally deprived Lynn family
welcomed help. Five Baptist
Women members becsme
concerned about Jo and her family.
They formed n group to give
aupport to the Lynne and ta three

At Chri , Easter, and
Halloween, an Acieens group
“adopted” the children for special
outings.

An Acteen helped Ja with hee
school work This encouzaged her
to continue her education.

An elderly woman, whose only
son was in ptison, had to chenge
apartments. The Baphst Women
arranged {or the move and helped
het to adjust.

Refer to0 Misson Achon Group
Gurde: Pnsoner Rehabilitotion® for
motre Suggestions.

Not all prisonars’ families need
material ansistance, but all of them
have to deal with conflict in their
home. To be an effective helper,
learn to recagnize adverse resctans
ta conflict When they surface in o
crisis, you will not feel threatened
and you can heip the tamily cope.

The advetse resctions are:

1. Attacking ihe person inatead
of the issue. Friction between a wife
and inmate huaband may csuse her
to demean his parsonhood by:

{a) Calling names — You must
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really think you're a big man.

{b) Reminding him of every past
mistake,

{c) Asserting that the only
mistake dhe made was getting
invalved with him in the first place.

(d) Comparing him with another
person ag an inault — You're just
like your father.

(¢) Taunting questions — When
are you going to make something of
yourself?

2. Refusing to talk t¢ the inmate
about the situation. Obscenities or

® Be sensitive about how much
tangible help to give. We can trap
people in their own indignities by
irresponsible handouls.

# Encourage them to face their
problems.

@ Encourage them to assume
and accepireaponsibility. Bea good
example of self-discipline and
self-restraint. Undisciplined living
is one of the causes of their
problems. If the prisoner has young

children, encourage the mother (;
administer discipline.

Asaure them of God's love,
Witneas to those who are not
Christiane. Reenforce the takh of
thoae who are Christians,

When we accept, without
judging, an inmate’ family, wea)
realize, Though | am different from
you, we were born inoolved with e
another.

"See order form, p 20.

silence stop ¢ ation and
make the inmate feel unimportani.
The reaction to silence is hostility.
ncourage frequent visits and
althy discussion of the problems.

3. Exaggerating enlarges the
problem — You acver do anythmg
right refers to more than the
immediate incident. The inmate
remembers a whole lifetime of
blunders. While a prisoner is away
from home, problems grow in ihe
minds and emotions of the family
Real orimagined fears plus the facts
devastate the relationship. An
objective helper can help calm
emotions.

4. Succumbing 1o sel{-pity adds
to the conflict. If the inmate’s wife
confronts him with an Ji’s of!
happening fo me attitude, he rexts
with anger or disgust.

If you observe any of these
reactions in the families of inmates,
interprel their (eelings for them, A
word of caution: do this very
tactfully, or you may damage the
relationship you have worked 1o
establish

Emcourage them to mahke
appropriate changes. Guide them
in searching for the causes of their
circumstances rather than always
dealing with the effects of their
circummstances.

One of our ministering priorities
iste helpindividuals build of keep a
sense of seli-worth. Unacceptance
by the community causes an
individual’s self-image to sag

Prisopers’ families need our
support in building setf-love. We
can;
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ANSWERS

About Mission Service Corps

WHAT 1$ MISSION SERVICE
CORPS {MSC)? 11 is a plan for
enlisting and using Southern
Baprist laypersons who can give
ane or two years n full-time
musions work, either in their
assaciation, state, somewhere in
the US. o1 in a loreign country.

WHO WILL PAY FOR THIS? The
volunteers may support themselves
hnancially, or may be sponsored by
individuals, groups of individuals.
of churches. Support should be
made as designated gifts and be
sbove and beyond giving to the
Cooperative Program and special
missions offerings.

HOW DD THE IDEA GET
STARTED? It grew oul of a
luncheon meeting between
President Carter and heads of

churches who would agree ta
provide and fund $000 volunteers
to serve for one of two years, at
home or abroad, in an effort to
reach the world for Christ,

WHO 15 ELIGIBLE TO
PARTICIPATE IN MSC? Anyone
with good health, who is 2 member
of a Southem Baptist Church.

and who has the expertige

to do the needed work. Many
supporl jobs do not require
professional shills bul rather 2
willingness to visit, answer mail,
or run a kitchen.

WILL THE
VOLUNTEERS BE TRAINED?

A basic reading and orientation
program is planned for all
volunteers. The procedures will
vary accordng Lo the person and the
i nt. No foreign

Southern Baptist Co ion
3gencies Subsequently,
messenpurs to the 1977 Southem
Baptist ¢ unvention meeting
:Eg:m--i a recommendation that
on:-nbon, by 1982, enlist 5000
Pemsons roups o¥churdles, or

L~
language skills will be expected
unless the volunteer happens
to be bilingual

WHAT IF ) HAVE
NO SUPPORT SOURCE? Don't

let ihat stap you from filling out
an application. The MSC planners
believe funding from churches and
individuals will come when the
program gets underway.

HOW MUCH

DOES IT COST TO SUPPORT

A VOLUNTEER? The Mission
Service Corps Sieering
Committee has established
minimum levels of support: al
home, $6000 a year for a single
person and $9000 for a

couple; abroad, $7500 for a single
person and $12,500 for a couple.

HOW DO 1 APPLY?

Application forms

and other informalion are
available by writing Ralph West
(SBC process

coordihator for

applicalions 6ERVI%
and inquiries S,
asbout MSC). g
P. O Box 7203 )|
Atlanta, GA 2
30309,

1!
|
|
|
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Strange new religions are winning converts in the
United States. What will be our response? In next
month’s ROYAL SERVICE, the Baptist Women Meeting
study material and Round Table Book Club selections
offer insights into understanding.

Other articles tell of a reverse trend: the response
of Asian Americans to the Christian gospel. For
example, Korean Baptist congregations in the US
now total 75 — double the number of five years ago.
The birth and growth of one congregation, The New
Seoul Korean Baptist Church, and their relationship
with the Druid Hills Baptist Church in Atlanta Ga., is
the topic of Prayer Group study.

gy) to Z( n

Other articles include a Family Mystery Trip,
planned for you by Joanne Lisk; and an overview o
planned events for BAPTIST WOMEN YEAR IN THE
CHURCH, the year-long emphasis thtat begins i
October. 5o keep your ROYAL SERVICE coming. And
remember: in planning for the coming year, subscrip-
tions need to be renewed at least six weeks ahead of
the time you wish to receive them. Place your order
now, for peace of mind (and well-planned sessions)
in October! THE REALLY BIG NEWS: YOU CAN
CHARGE IT to your VISA or Master Charge cand,
either an individual or group subscription. Just fill in
the information below.

CHARGE!

Now you can CHARGE your subscriptions to WMU
magazines.

That's right!

Woman’s Missionary Union has made it possible for

you to charge your individual or'group subscriptions
on VISA or Master Charge credit cards.

When charging you MUST supply this information:
whoee account to charge and the full address. Also
give the VISA or Master Charge account number and

expiration date. And if you charge to Master
you must supply the 4-digit benk mumber which
lower left comer of the credit card. And, of#§

your signature is necessary.

While you are subscribing or renewing, do
years. WMU now accepts subscriptions fion
two years. A two-year subscription ¢
subscribe while magazine prices are still

Remember, billing is by VISA or Master €
WMU canneot bill you.

SUBSCRIBER
ASSISTANCE

0 $4 for 12 months (O $8 for 24 months O__.

Add $1.50 per year if outside the US.

please include this information

Name —
Address . .
City State____ Zip

I enclose Charge__
VISA # —Exp. Date
Master Charge # ———Exp. Date_
4-digit bank # .

on new subscription.

_ extra copies notice required).
at 45¢ each A

If you receive your mail at a post affice box of at an apartment number,

—{If Master Charge)
(Number in lower left corner of card MUST be supplied}

Yout Signature
ROYAL SERVICE, 600 North 20th St., Birmingham, AL 35203,
Please allow six to eight weeks for shipment of first issue

0O CHANGE OF
ADDRESS

Please state month
address changes {6
weeks advanced

00 RENEW MY
SUBSCRIPTION
Attach current label
and list any
cormrections in blank.

O NEW
SUBSCRIPTION
Erclose parment,
Add sales tax if you
live in Alabama

0 EXTRA COPIES
{(MONTH)

Extra copies are 45¢
each, not available

after the month on the
cover. Endose

payment.

ttach current label
and write in new
address in blank

O DUPLICATE
COPIES

Should you receive
duplicate copies of
ROYAL SERVICE,
PLEASE SEND BOTH
LABELS
Subscriptions will be
combined

Please attach your current mailing label
and mail to ROVAL SERVICE, Subscr ption
Fulfillment, 600 North 20th St., Burrung:
ham. AL 35203.




